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Mankind  in  oonudering  Uie  neoeuity  of  nstrainjag 
those  evil  propeDiitiei  whicli  affect  the  life,  property  and 
character  of  tiieir  fellow  men  commonly  appeal  to  three 
standards.  1st.  The  will  of  the  Deity,  as  revealed  to  them  in 
their  scriptures,  or  interpreted  to  them  by  the  exponnden 
of  their  religion.  2d.  The  moral  feelings  of  (he  circles  of 
society  in  which  they  move.  3rd.  The  Penal  laws  in  force 
and  the  character  of  their  administration. 

1st.  The  Thng  aiaociations  which  we  are  now  engaged 
in  suppressing  have  been  taught  by  ihoae  whom  they  revere 
as  the  expounders  of  the  will  of  their  Deity,  that  the  murders 
they  perpetrate  are  pleasing  to  her,  provided  they  are 
perpetrated  under  certain  restrictions,  attended  by  certain 
observancci,  and  preceded  and  followed  by  certain  rites, 
sacrifices  and  offerings.  The  Deity  who,  aocoiding  to  their 
belief,  guides  and  protects  them  is  ever  manifesting  her  will 
by  signs  ;  and  as  long  as  they  nnderatand  and  observe  lhei« 
signs  they  all  consider  themselves  as  acting  in  oonfomity 
to  her  wilt ;  and  oonseqnently,  fulfilling  her  wishes  and 
deaigns.  -  On  all  occasions  and  in  all  silnations  they  b«liev« 
these  signs  to  tie  available  if  sought  after  in  a  pure  spirit  of 
iaith,  and  with  the  prescribed  observances ;  and  as  long  as 
they  are  satisfied  that  they  are  truly  interpreted  and  faith- 
fully obeyed  they  never  feel  any  dread  of  punishment  either 
in  this  world  or  the  next. 

2d.  The  second  standard  to  which  men  appeal  is  com- 
tnonly  more  powerful  in  well  regnlated  soeietiei  than  the 
first,  in  checking  the  indnlgeoee  of  their  vicious  propensities. 
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Vhen  men  are  Uoght  by  a  pare  lyitem  of  religion,  that 
every  act  which  robt  their  fellow  men  of  life,  of  property,  or 
of  character,  is  a  crime  punishable  in  the  next  world,  they 
are  apt  to  believe  that  a  deathbed  repentasce  will  appease 
a  joBtly  offended  God,  and  secure  their  pardon ;  and  in  that 
state  of  body  and  mind  in  which  men  are  most  tempted  to 
those  crimes,  they  are  all  too  apt  to  believe  that  death  is  yet 
iar  distant.  But  in  such  well  regulated  societies  the  odiuin 
of  the  circles  in  which  men  move  for  crimes  which  shook 
their  moral  feelings  is  a  punishment  sun  and  immediate, 
and  consequently  more  dreaded.  The  circles  of  society  in 
which  these  absassins  by  profession  live  and  move  are  conci- 
liated by  their  lavish  expenditure  of  the  booty  they  acquire 
on  their  annual  expeditions,  and  by  that  amiable  deportment 
which  they  find  necessary  to  enable  them  to  win  the  confi- 
dence of  their  victims  while  abroad,  and  which  they  continue 
to  preserve  at  home,  where  they  are  commonly  the  most 
Bcmpnlons  in  the  discharge  of  their  dutiea  in  all  relations  of 
life — tiie  most  liberal  promoters  of  all  social  enjoyment,  and 
the  most  rigid  observers  of  every  thing  relating  to  cast  and 
religion.  In  suchoiroles,  the  dreadful  trade  of  murder  by 
which  they  earn  their  incomes,  even  when  known  or  suspected, 
as  it  commonly  is,  hardly  ever  makes  them  odions ;  for  the 
want  of  sympathy  between  men  of  diflereat  casts,  or  different 
places  of  abode  is,  unhappily,  the  grand  characteristio  of 
Indian  society;  and  as  long  as  these  assaasins  forbear  to 
murder  in  and  about  the  places  where  they  reside,  and  con- 
eiliate  or  keep  in  ignorance  the  local  police  authorities,  they 
are  sure  of  being  cherished  as  among  the  dearest  members  of 
Bociety.  At  least  the  most  dangerous  members  of  tho 
associations  are  so,  for  the  qualities  which  give  them  influ- 
ence over  their  associates  are  precisely  those  which  must 
endear  them  to  the  circles  in  which  they  move ;  and  the 
greatest  leaders  are  always  those  to  whose  arrest  and  convic- 
tion snch  circles  of  society  oppose  the  greatest  obstacles. 
In  Bom*  oases  the  village  comntunities  among  whom  they 
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lira  aod  tfae  lootl  aQthoridei  in  natiTe  lUtet  hftre  a  nofion 
that  they  are  under  aome  rapemattiral  inflaence,  and  dread 
the  coDBeqnencei  of  being  made  in  any  iray  instrnmeatal  to 
their  punishment.  Soch  petite  oppoie  their  arrest  and 
oonviction  as  they  would  oppose  the  killing  of  a  snake  or  a 
wolf;  and  in  most  parts  of  India  a  village  oommnnity  would 
lament  the  killing  of  a  wolf  within  their  boundary  by  one  of 
the  commnnity  as  a  great  calamity  though  be  ihonld  have 
destroyed  a  child  a  week  among  them.  They  consider  the 
wolf  as  an  instrument  in  the  band  of  God,  and  dread  the 
consequence  of  any  violence  to  it.  From  the  same  feeling 
DMoy  village  comnnnities  believe  it  to  be  impions  to  pre- 
aeribe  medicine  for  the  Cholera  Horbqs  whan  it  rages  among 
them,  considering  it  as  a  means  nsed  by  Daveg  for  tho 
deatmction  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  human  race,  and 
consequently  to  be  averted  only  by  prayers  and  sacrifices.  la 
appealing,  therefore,  to  two  out  of  the  three  great  standards, 
the  will  of  their  God,  and  the  moral  feelings  of  their  own 
circles  of  society,  the  Thug  fraternity  feels  no  necessity 
whatever  to  cease  from  mnrder ;  and  the  tradition  or  legend 
tiiat  the  Deity  at  some  remote  period  saved  them  the  trouble 
of  burying  the  bodies  of  fheir  victims  bg  twaliowing  them 
kertelf,  is,  perhaps,  typical  of  a  time  when  no  human  laws 
were  in  force  for  the  protectioa  of  travellers  against  their 
depredations.  There  are  many  parts  of  India  still  in  whicdi 
they  are  aooastomed  to  leave  the  bodies  of  their  victims 
nnbnried  having  no  fear  oS  enquii;  or  pnnait  from  the  local 
Governments. 

3rd.  From  Penal  laws  and  their  administration  Ibey 
have  rarely  had  any  thing  to  fear  in  the  Districts  where  they 
resided ;  and  with  their  ordinary  precautions  seldem  any 
from  those  in  which  their  crimes  were  perpetrated.  It  was 
their  rale  never  to  rob  before  they  had  murdered  die  person 
to  be  robbed ;  never  to  suffer  one  of  a  party  to  escape  eioept 
■o  infant  for  adoption,  and  to  destroy  all  property  that  might 
by  its  rect^nition  load  to  thatr  deteetioD,  or  oonvert  it  into 
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mauj  tt  a  diiUnoe  fram  home.  With  &eie  prfcantiou 
Ui«y  had  notbing  to  faar  bat  their  own  discloanreB ;  uid  to 
prevent  these  they  adopted  the  most  solemn  oaths  that  their  . 
snpentition  admitted  to  bind  each  other  to  aecreoy.  Ib 
appBaling  therefore  to  the  third  great  standard,  they  bad 
little  to  restrain  them  firon  the  prosecntion  of  their  dreadful 
trade  from  the  fear  of  the  criminal  laws  any  where  in  foroe, 
sine*  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  evidence  required  by 
sncb  laws  for  the  conviction  of  men  charged  with  crimes  of 
Mch  magnitude,  could  rarely  be  found. 

Freed,  as  it  were,  from  all  those  religions,  moral,  and 
nonicipal  restraints  whiob  deter  men  from  crimes  in  othor 
CountriMi  tbey  were  invited  to  them  by  circumstances 
peonliar  in  groat  messura  to  their  own.  The  prscUoe  all 
over  India  of  sending  remittances  in  the  precioos  metals  and 
jewels  whenever  the  rata  of  exchange  malces  it  in  the  smallest 
degree  pcofitable  to  do  so  by  men  on  foot  and  in  disguise 
without  any  guard  or  arms  to  defend  themselves,  the  neces- 
sity of  drawing  recruits  for  our  armies  from  distant  provinces, 
and  of  granting  a  certain  portion  leave  to  revisit  their  homes 
every  year  during  the  hot  season,  when  they  set  oat  every 
morning  before  daylight  in  order  to  avoid  the  heat  of  the 
sun  daring  the  day.  The  mode  of  travelling  on  foot  or  on 
small  ponies  almost  universal  among  those  who  have  occasion 
to  make  long  joarneys  of  whatever  rank  or  condition  ;  their 
mode  of  providing  and  dressing  their,  own  food  under  the 
shade  of  trees  by  the  way  side  withont  that  conunanioation 
with  the  people  of  the  towns  through  which  they  pass,  which 
could  enable  their  friends  to  Iraoe  them  triien  they  disappear ; 
the  long  traets  of  grass  and  wood  jungle  through  which  all 
the  roads  pass;  the  little  appearance  of  road  that  is  any 
where  to  be  found,  and  the  consequent  facility  with  which 
&ey  are  led  aside  by  bye<paths  (Pi^dumdiet)  into  places 
chosen  for  murder — the  numi>er  of  snob  places  ia  wood  and 
grass  jungles,  rivers,  ravines,  and  water-courses  by  which 
•?ery  road  is  intorseotod  w  bordand— (ho  unieaerv ed  maiuwr 
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IB  vhioh  trav«ll«ra  of  tbo  »ine  out  mix  and  commonioats, 
aad  the  facility  with  which  men  can  feiga  diffarent  casta— the 
right  of  search  «very  wh«n  auomed  by  caatom  home  officeni 
which  obliges  trarellera  to  display  the  natare  and  Taloe  of 
(he  property  they  carry— the  paucity  of  commercial  inte^ 
coone  bctwcBD  towns  along  any  of  the  great  lines  of  road 
leading  from  and  to  the  great  seats  of  onr  Civil  and  Military 
establishments,  in  a  conatry  where  every  village  prodooes 
what  its  population  demands,  and  consnmea  almost  all  that 
it  produces  save  its  raw  agricnltural  produce — the  slow  rats 
of  the  transit  where  all  produce  is  carried  upon  bullocks, 
and,  consequently,  the  tittle  chance  the  asaaaain  has  of  being 
overtaken  and  intermpted  in  hia  operationa— all  these  and  - 
many  other  circnmstancea  peculiar  to  the  country  favored 
the  growth  of  thia  syatem,  and  caused  it  to  spread  from  one 
«nd  of  India  to  the  other. 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I  HATE,  I  believe,  entered  in  this  Vocabulary 
every  thing  to  which  Thugs  in  any  part  of 
India  have  thought  it  necessary  to  assign  a 
peculiar  term ;  and  every  term  peculiar  to  their 
associations  with  which  I  have  yet  become 
acquainted.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  term, 
no  rite,  no  ceremony,  no  opinion,  no  omen  or 
usage  that  they  have  intentionally  concealed 
from  me ;  and  if  any  have  been  accidently  omit- 
ted after  the  numerous  narratives  that  I  have 
bad  to  record,  and  cases  to  investigate,  they  can 
be  but  comparatively  very  few  and  unimportant. 

2.  Their  peculiar  dialect  the  Thugs  call  Ra- 
jnasee ;  and  every  word  entered  in  this  Vocabu- 
lary is  Ramasee  in  the  sense  assigned  to  it ; 
while  but  few  of  them  are  to  be  found  at  all  in 
any  language  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 
Their  verbs  have  all  Hindoostanee  terminations, 
and  auxiliaries,  such  as  Kurna  to  make,  Lena 
to  take,  Dena  to  give,  Jana  to  go,  Lana  to  bring, 
Dalna  to  throw. 
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3.  Different  terms  have  often  been  invented 
for  the  same  thing  by  different  gangs,  situated 
at  a  great  distance  &om  each  other.  Many  of 
the  members  of  the  seven  original  clans  who 
emigrated  into  remote  parts  of  India,  after  their 
flight  from  Delhi,  had,  perhaps,  forgotten  many 
of  the  terms  in  use  among  them  before  they  had 
the  means  of  forming  new  gangs  out  of  the  rude 
materials  around  them  in  their  new  abodes,  or 
before  their  own  children  became  old  enough  to 
obviate  the  necessity  of  raising  new  recruits 
from  among  their  neighbours,  and  been  obliged 
to  adopt  new  ones.  As  the  new  gangs  became 
too  large  to  be  satisfied  with  occasional  murders 
upon  the  roads  in  their  neighbourhood,  they 
extended  their  expeditions  into  remote  parts, 
and  had  frequent  occasions  of  meeting  and  act- 
ing in  conj auction  with  each  other;  when  it  be- 
came necessary  that  .all  should  become  so  femi- 
liarly  acquainted  with  the  different  terms  used 
by  different  gangs  to  denote  the  same  thing,  as 
to  be  able  to  use  them  indifferently  and  at  the 
moment  when  occasion  required. 

4.  It  is  not  perhaps  above  fifty  or  sixty  years 
that  the  gangs  of  Hindoostan  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  frequently  extending  their  depredations 
into  the  districts  South  of  the  Nurbudda ;  and 
to  these  depredations  they  were  invited  chiefly 
by  the  Pindaree  system,  which  rendered  the 
roads   leading  from  these  districts  across  the 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


■    (  «  ) 

Nurbudda  to  the  Gangetic  proTiaces,  and  to 
Hindoostan  generally,  Tery  insecure ;  and  caus- 
ed the  wealth  to  flow  by  those  of  Su^ooja  and 
Sumbulpore;  and  by  the  remittances  made  in 
jewels  and  specie  from  Bombay  and  Surat,  to 
Indore  and  Aajpootana  after  the  suppression  of 
that  system  under  the  Marquis  of  Hastings,  and 
the  introduction  of  the  opium  monopoly  into 
Malwa ;  which  created  on  extraordinary  demand 
for  money  to  be  advaneed.  to  the  cultivators  of 
that  article. 

5.  There  are  in  almost  all  parts  of  India 
money-carriers  by  profession,  who,  though  in 
the  very  lowest  classes  of  society  in  point  of 
circumstances,  are  entrusted  by  merchants  with 
the  conveyance  to  distant  parts  of  enormous 
sums  in  gold  and  jewels ;  and  sent  without  a 
guard,  and  often  without  arms  to  defend  them- 
selves. Their  fidelity,  sagacity,  and  beggarly 
appearance  are  relied  upon  as  a  sufficient  securi- 
ty ;  and  though  I  have  had  to  investigate  the 
cases  of,  I  may  say  hundreds,  who  have  been 
murdered  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  I  have 
never  yet  heard  of  one  who  betrayed  his  trust. 
It  was  generally  by  these  men,  that  the  mer- 
chants of  Bombay  and  Surat  sent  their  remit- 
tances in  gold  and  jewels  through  Kandeish 
and  Malwa  to  Indore  and  Rajpootana ;  and  from 
the  year  1824,  to  the  commencement  of  our 
op^ations  in  1830,  the  sums  taken  from  them 
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by  gangs  of  Thugs  from  Hindoostan,  or  Ckiun- 
tries  North  of  the  Nurbudda  were  immense. 
Of  the  following  sums,  we  have  authentic 
records. 

1826,  at  Choupara  on  the  Taptee — mur-      Rs. 
der  of  14  persons  at  one  time,  and 
plunderof 25,000 

1827,  Malagow  in  Kandeish — murder  of 

7  persona  at  one  time,  and  plunder  of  22,000 

1828,  Dhorecote  in  Kandeish — murder 
of  3  persons  at  one  time,  and  plunder 

of   12,000 

1828,  Burwahaghat  on  the  Nurbudda — 
murder  of  9  persons  at  one  time,  and 
plunder  of 40,000 

1829,  Dhoree  in  Kandeish — ^murder  of 
6  persons  at  one  time,  and  plunder 

of   „,..    82,000 

1830,  Baroda — murder  of  25  persons, 

and  plunderof. 10,000 

In  the  Choupara  affair,  1 50  Thugs  were  engt^- 
ed,  and  of  these  there  are  only  33  at  large.  la 
the  Burwahaghat  affair,  125  were  engaged, 
and  of  these  only  12  are  now  at  large.  In  the 
Dhoree  afiair,  150  were  engaged,  and  of  these 
only  30  are  now  at  large.  In  the  Dhorecote  afiair, 
125  were  engaged,  and  of  these  25  only  are  at 
large.  In  the  Dholeea  and  Malagow  afiair,  350 
were  either  pteaeot  or  within  a  stage,  or  two  of 
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the  place  and  shared  in  the  booty,  and  of  these 
only  36  are  now  at  lai^e.* 

6.  There  are  Thugs  at  Jubulpore  from  all 
quarters  of  India;  from  Lodheeana  to  the  Car- 
natick,  and  from  the  Indus  to  the  Ganges.  Some 
of  them  have  been  in  the  habit  of  holdiog,  what 
I  may  fairly  call  unreserved  communication 
with  European  gentlemen  for  more  than  twelve 
years ;  and  yet  there  is  not  among  them  one 
who  doubts  the  divine  origin  of  the  system  of 
Thuggee — ^not  one  who  doubts,  that  he  and  all 
who  have  followed  the  trade  of  murder  with  the 
prescribed  rites  and  observances,  were  acting 
under  the  immediate  orders  and  auspices  of  the 
Goddess  Devee,  Durga,  Kalee  or  Bhawanee, 
as  she  is  indifferently  called,  and  consequently 
there  is  not  one  who  feels  the  slightest  remorse 
for  the  murders  which  he  may,  in  the  course  of 
his  vocation,  have  perpetrated  or  assisted  in 
perpetrating.  A  Thug  considers  the  persons 
murdered  precisely  in  the  light  of  victims  offer- 
ed up  to  the  Goddess ;  and  be  remembers  them, 
as  a  Priest  of  Jupiter  remembered  the  oxen, 
and  a  Priest  of  Saturn  the  children  sacrificed 


*  Total  136,  but  in  reality  there  are  only  69  of  the  Thap 
engaged  in  these  aSain  noir  at  large,  aa  many  were  engaged 
in  more  than  one  of  them.  The  total  nnmber  engaged 
would  appear  to  be  900,  bat  in  reality  tlMre  ren  ooly  be- 
tween 600  and  600  for  th«  aame  reaaon. 
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Upon  their  ahars.  He  meditates  hie  murders 
without  any  misgivings,  he  perpetrates  them 
without  any  emotions  of  pity,  and  he  remem- 
bers them  without  any  feelings  of  remorse.  They 
trouble  not  his  dreams,  nor  does  their  recollec- 
tion ever  cause  him  inquietude  in  darkness,  in 
solitude,  or  in  the  hour  of  death. 

7.  I  must  at  the  same  time  state  that  I  have 
very  rarely  discovered  any  instance  of  what 
may,  perhaps,  be  termed  wanton  crvelty  ;  that  is 
pain  inflicted  beyond  what  was  necessary  to  de- 
prive the  person  of  life — pain  either  to  the  mind 
or  body.  The  murder  of  women  is  a  violation 
of  their  rules  to  which  they  attribute  much  of 
our  success  against  the  system,  because  it  is 
considered  to  have  given  offence  to  their  patro- 
ness ;  but  no  Thug  was  ever  known  to  offer  in- 
sult either  in  act  or  in  speech  to  the  woman 
they  were  to  murder.  No  gang  would  ever  dare 
to  murder  a  woman  with  whom  one  of  its  mem- 
bers should  be  suspected  of  having  had  criminal 
intercourse.  In  Bengal,  Behar  and  Orrissa,  and 
in  the  countries  east  of  the  Jumna  and  Ganges, 
they  have  not  I  believe  yet  ventured  to  violate 
this  rule  against  the  murder  of  females  ;  and  in 
the  countries  south  of  the  Nurbudda  river  they 
have  rarely  violated  it,  I  am  told,  except  in  the 
case  of  old  women  whom  they  could  not  con- 
^veniently  separate  from  parties  of  travellers,  or 
whom  they  supposed  to  be  very  wealthy.    The 
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gangs  who  inhabited  the  countries  between  the 
rivers  Indus,  Jumna,  and  Nurbudda,  are  the  only 
ones  that  hare  yet  ventured  to  murder  women 
indiscriminately ;  and  the  belief  that  they  owe 
their  downfall  in  gre^  measure  to  their  having 
done  so,  will  effectually  prerwit  the  practice 
irom  extending  to  other  countries.  The  Thugs 
who  resided  between  the  Ganges  and  Junma 
did  not  however  much  scruple  to  participate  in 
the  murder  of  females  while  associated  with  the 
^ngs  of  Bundelcund  and  Gwalior  in  their  ex- 
peditions to  the  west  of  the  Jumna  and  south  of 
the  Nurbudda. 

'8.  I  have  never  found  a  Thug  by  birth,  or 
-one  who  had  been  fully  initiated  in  its  mysteries, 
who  doubted  the  inspiration  of  the  pick-axe,  when 
consecrated  in  due  form, — not  one  who  doubted 
that  the  omens  described  in  this  w(«k  w«re  all- 
Bufficieiit  to  guide  them  to  thdr  prey,  or  to 
warn  them  from  their  danger;  or  that  they 
were  the  signs  ordained  by  the  Goddess  express- 
ly for  these  purposes, — n«t  one  who  douhted,  that 
if  these  omens  had  been  attended  to,  and  the 
prescribed  rules  observed,  the  system  of  Thug- 
gee must  have  flourished  under  the  auspices  of 
its  divine  patroness  in  spite  of  all  our  ^oits  for 
its  suppression. 

0.  Iliere  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
-aystem  of  Thuggee,  oi  Phanseegoeree,  originated 
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with  Bome  parties  of  vagrant  Mahommuduns, 
who  infested  the  roads  about  the  ancient  capital 
of  India.  Herodotus,  in  his  Polymnia,  mentions, 
as  a  part  of  the  army  with  which  Xerxes  invad- 
ed Greece,  a  body  of  horse  from  among  the 
Sagartii,  a  pastoral  people  of  Persian  descent, 
and  who  spoke  the  Persian  language.  Their 
only  offensive  weapons  were  a  dagger,  and  a 
cord  made  of  twisted  leather  with  a  noose  at  one 
end.  With  this  cord  they  entangled  their 
enemies  or  their  horses,  and  when  they  got  them 
down  they  easily  put  them  to  death.  Thievenot, 
in  the  parage  quoted  by  Doctor  Sherwood  froita. 
his  Travels,  part  3d,  page  41,  states — "  Though 
*'  the  road  I  have  been  speaking  of  from  Delhi 
"  to  Agra  be  tolerable,  yet  hath  it  many  incon- 
"  veniences.  One  may  meet  with  tygers,  pan- 
"  thers,  and  lyons  upon  it ;  and  one  had  best 
"  also  have  a  care  of  robbers,  and  above  all 
"  things  not  to  suffer  any  body  to  come  near  one 
"  upon  the  road.  The  cunningest  robbers  in 
"  the  world  are  in  that  country.  They  use  a 
**  certain  rope  with  a  running  noose,  which  they 
"  can  cast  with  so  much  sleight  about  a  man's 
"  neck  when  they  are  within  reach  of  him,  that 
"  they  never  fail,  so  tlmt  they  strangle  him  in  a 
"  trice,  &c.  &c.  But,  besides  that  there  are  men 
"  in  those  quarters  so  skilful  in  casting  the  snare 
"  that  they  succeed  as  well  at  a  distance  as  near 
"at  hand,  and  if  an  ox  or  any  other  beast 
*'  belonging  to  a  caravfu  nm  away,  as  some- 
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<*  times  it  happens,  they  fail  not  to  catch  it  by 
**  the  neck."* 

10.  Now,  though  there  is  a  vast  interval  of 
time  between  the  Persian  invasion  of  Greece 
and  the  travels  of  'Huevenot,  and  of  space  be- 
tween the  seat  of  S^artii  and  that  of  the  ancient 
capital  of  India,  I  am  still  inclined  to  think  that 
the  vagrant  bands  who,  in  the  sixteenth  century 
infested  the  roads,  as  above  described,  between 
Delhi  and  Agra,  came  from  some  wild  tribe  and 
country  of  the  kind;  and  I  feel  myself  no  doubt, 
that  from  these  vagrant  bands  are  descended 
the  seven  clans  of  Mahommudun  Thugs,  Bhys, 
Bursote,  Kachunee,  Huttar,  Ganoo,  and  Tun- 
'  deltt  who,  by  the  common  consent  of  all  Thugs 
throughout  India,  whether  Hindoos  or  Mahom- 
muduns,  are  admitted  to  be  the  most  ancient, 
and  the  great  original  trunk  upon  which  all  the 
others  have  at  dififerent  times  and  in  different 
places  been  grafted.  Bands  of  these  vagrants, 
under  various  denominations,  are  to  be  found  in 
all  parts  of  India,  but  are  most  numerous,  I 
believe,  to  the  north  and  west.     They  all  retain 

*  Thievenot  wu  born  1621— h«  died  1692,  andhisTraTels 
wen  pablialied  1667. 

t  Some  include  also  the  Kathnr  clan  who  are  alio  called 
Gbvgaros,  bnt  by  most  they  an  oonridered  to  be  merely  a 
sect  boja  one  of  the  original  cluu. 
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in  some  degree  thedr  pristine  habits  and  usages ; 
and  taking  their  families  with  them,  they  allow 
their  women  to  assist  in  the  murders  which  they 
perpetrate  in  their  encampments;  but  they  hare 
always  some  other  ostensible  employment,  and 
as  the  other  Thugs,  i^ho  lire  among  and  caimot 
be  di^nguished  from  other  men,  say,  "  they 
"  lire  in  the  desert  and  worii  in  the  desert,  and 
"  their  deeds  are  not  known !" 

11.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  origin 
of  the  system,  it  is  sufficiently  manifest  that 
tJbeir  iaith  in  its  divine  origin  is  of  Indian 
growth,  and  has  been  gradiudly  produced  by 
the  habit  of  systematically  confounding  coinci-r 
dences  of  circumstances  and  events  with  cause 
and  effect.  This  is  a  weakness  in  some  degree 
inherent  in  human  nature,  and  common,  there- 
fore, in  some  d^^ee  to  all  states  and  classes  o£ 
society.  The  man  who  seriously  believes  that 
he  is  habitually  blessed  with  good  or  cursed  with 
bad  luck  at  cards  or  dice,  the  mother  who 
believes  that  her  child  sickens  because  her 
friends  venture  to  praise  its  freshness  or  ita 
appetite  have  it  in  common  with  the  poor 
Bhoomka  of  the  wild  tracts  of  India,  who  be- 
lieves that  he  can  charm  the  tyger  from  his 
village,  the  Garpuguree  who  believes  that  he 
can  divert  the  hail  storm  irom  the  com  fields  of 
ite  cultivators,  and  the  Thug,  who  beltevea  that 
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he  can  inspire  his  pick-axe.*  But  India  is 
emphatiGally  the  Isuid  of  saperstition  and  in  this 
land  the  Bystem  of  Thu^;ee,  the  moBt  extraor- 
dinary that  has  ever  been  recorded  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  human  race,  had  foand  a  c<»igenial 
soil,  and  flourished  with  rank  luxuriance  for 
more  than  two  centuries,  till  its  roots  had  pene- 
trated and  spread  over  almost  every  district 
within  the  limits  of  our  dominions,  when  the 
present  plan  of  operations  for  its  suppression 
was  adopted  in  1830  by  the  then  Governor 
General  Lord  William  Bentlnck.  , 

12.  For  many  years  up  to  1829  these  assas- 
sins traversed  every"  great  and  much  frequented 
road  from  the  Himalah  Mountains  to  the  Ner- 
badda  river,  and  from  the  Granges  to  the  Indus, 
without  the  fear  of  punishment  from  divine  or 
human  laws.   There  is  not  now,  I  believe,  within 

'  In  tnaoy  parts  of  Berar  and  Malwa  every  Tillaj;a  has 
its  Bhoomka,  whose  office  it  is  to  charm  the  tygera ;  ani)  its 
Oarpngoree,  whose  doty  Jt  is  to  Iceep  ofl*  the  hail  storms. 
They  an  part  of  the  Tillage  servaats,  and  paid  by  the  village 
com m unity.  After  a  severe  hail  storm  that  took  place  in 
the  district  of  N'arsingpore,  of  which  I  had  the  civil  chargft 
in  18SS,  the  office  of  Garpngnree  was  restored  to  sevenil- 
villages  in  which  it  had  ceased  for  several  generations. 
They  are  all  Brahmans,  and  take  advantage  of  such  cala- 
mities to  impress  the  people  with  an  opinion  of  their  nsefal- 
ness.  The  Bbeomkas  are  all  Gonds,  or  people  of  the  woods, 
who  worahip  their  own  Larea  and  Fenates. 
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that  space  a  single  road  except  in  the  Testem 
parts  of  Bajpootana  and  Guzerat,  that  is  not  free 
from  their  depredations ;  and  whatever  may  be 
idtimately  the  opinion  of  thinkkig  men  regard- 
ing the  general  character  and  results  of  Lord 
William  Bentinck's  administration,  I  hope  all 
will  unite  in  applauding  the  boldness  which  could 
adopt,  and  the  firmness  which  could  so  steadily 
pursue  this  great  measure  for  relieving  the 
native  society  of  India  from  an  evil  which 
pressed  on  them  so  heavily,  and  on  them  alone  ; 
for  these  assassins  had  rarely  if  ever  attacked 
Europeans.  It  was  not  against  their  tenets  to 
do  so,  but  they  knew  that  Europeans  seldom 
travelled  with  much  money  or  other  valuable 
property  about  th^  persons,  and  that  their 
disappearance  would  cause  much  more  enquiry, 
and  consequently  more  danger  to  their  a^ocia- 
tions  than  that  of  native  travellers. 

13.  So  early  asAprilldlOtheCommander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  thoiight  it  necessary  to 
issue  an  order,  cautioning  the  native  troops 
against  this  dreadful  evil  to  which  so  many 
brave  Soldiers  of  every  Regiment  in  the  service 
were  annually  falling  victims ;  but  all  attacks 
upon  the  evil  itself  continued  to  be,  as  here- 
tofore, insulated  and  accidental.  They  were 
planned  and  executed  by  individual  Magistrates, 
who  becoming  by  accident  acquainted  with  the 
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^stence  of  the  evil  within  their  jurisdictions 
(q)plied  their  abilities  and  their  energies  for  a 
time  to  its  suppression ;  but  their  different 
efforts  being  unconnected  either  in  time  or  in 
place,  and  often  discouraged  and  repressed  by 
the  incredulity  of  controling  powers,  were  found 
ultimately  almost  every  where  alike  unavailing.* 

•  GENERAL   ORDERS    BY    MAJOR   GENERAL 
ST.  LEGER,  COMMANDING  THE  FORCES. 

Bead  Quarta-t,  Cavrnpon,  tlu2Rth  April,  1810. 

"  It  luving  Goin«  to  the  knowledge  of  Oovarnment  that 
"  B«verkl  Sepoys  proceediog  to  visit  their  fAmiliea  on  learo 
"  of  absence  from  their  Corps  have  been  robbed  and  mnrder- 
"  ed  by  a  descrrptioD  of  persons  denominated  Thugi,  who 
"  infeatfld  the  districts  of  the  DoOab  and  other  parts  of  th« 
"  Upper  Provinces,  and  the  insidious  means  by  which  they 
"  prosecute  their  plans  of  robbery  and  assusinatioa  having 
"  been  ascertained,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  Uiinka  it 
"  proper  to  give  them  publicity  in  General  Orders  to  tlie 
"  end  that  Commaoding  Officers  of  Native  Corps  may  put 
"  their  men  on  their  guard  accordingly," 

"  It  has  been  stated,  that  these  mnrderera,  when  they 
"  obtain  infonnation  of  a  Traveller  who  is  supposed  to  hare 
"  mosey  about  his  person,  contrive  to  fall  in  with  him  on 
"  the  road  or  in  the  Sarais ;  and  under  pretence  of  proceed- 
"  iog  to  the  same  place,  keep  him  company,  and  by  indirect 
"  <inestions  get  an  insight  into  his  affairs,  after  which  they 
"  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  destroy  him.  This  they  some- 
"  times  create  by  persuading  the  Traveller  to  quit  the  Sarais 
"  a  little  after  midnight,  pretending  it  is  near  day-break,  or 
"  by  detaching  him  from  his  oompaniona  lead  him  onder 
"  ruiou  preteocet  to  lome  solitary  spot." 
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14.  That  truly  great  and  good  man  the 
Marquis  of  Hastings,  to  vhom  India  is  perhaps 

"  It  appears  that  in  tliA  deatrootioii  of  their  Tictimthef 
"  6rBt  OBS  aome  delcterioiu  Babatance,  coffliuonly  the  seeds  of 
"  a  plant  called  Dattora,  which  they  contrive  to.  administer 
"  in  tobaeca,  pawn,  the  hoolcah,  food  or  drink  of  tbe  Travel- 
"  ler.  As  soon  as  the  poison  begins  to  take  eSect,  by 
"  indaoing  a  stnpor  or  languor,  they  strangle  him  to  prevent 
"  bis  crying  oat,  when,  after  stripping  and  plnndering  him. 
"  the  deed  is  completed  by  a  stab  in  the  belly  on  the  brink 
"  of  a  well  into  which  they  plunge  the  body  bo  ioatantane- 
"  ODsly  that  no  blood  can  staia  the  gronod  or  clothes  of  the 


"As  the  Company's  Sepoys  who  proceed  on  leave  of 
"  absence  generally  carry  about  them  the  savings  from  their 
."  pay  in  specie,  and  travel  unarmed,  they  are  eagerly  sought 
."  out  by  these  robbers  as  the  particular  objects  of  their  de- 
"  predation.  With  a  view  therefore  to  guard  against  inch 
"  atrocioni  deeds,  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Native  Corps 
"  will  caution  their  men  when  proceeding  on  leave  of 
*'  abaencB." 

1st.  "  To  be  strictly  on  their  guard  against  all  persona 
"  (particularly  those  unarmed)  whom  they  fall  in  with  on  the 
"  road  who  evince  a  solicitude  to  keep  them  company  on 
"  pretence  that  they  are  going  the  same  way  and  are  inquiai- 
"  tive  about  their  affairs." 

2d..  "  Not  to  qnit  Uie  Sarnie  at  a  very  early  hour  in  Iha 
"  morning  before  the  rest  of  the  Travellers." 

3d.  "  Not  to  receive  pawn,  tobacco,  sweetmeat,  Ac.  &c. 
"  from  such  persons,  or  smoke  their  hookahs,  particulariy  if 
"  offered  to  them  in  aoliUry  spoU  on  the  road ;  and  lutly  to 
"  avail  themielves  of  the  protection  of  sowars  (horaemen) 
"  when  opportonity  offers,  or  travel  as  much  as  possible 
"  whh  large  bodies  <rf  pe<^e.    This  lagt  oiject  ai^  (m 
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more  indebted  than  to  any  other  mdividual 
whose  character  and  station  have  had  any 
influence  upon  its  destinies,  has  the  following 
passage  in  his  short  summary  of  his  own  admi- 
nistration of  the  Government  of  India ;  and  yet, 
strange  to  say,  of  the  operations  of  that  force 
the  Gwalior  Contingent,  which  this  NoUeman 
supposed  to  have  been  so  eifectually  employed 
in  the  suppression  of  this  system,  there  is  now 
to  be  found  neither  recollection  nor  record  either 
among  the  Officers  who  commanded  it,  or  the 
people  against  whom  it  was  employed.  "  Sciu- 
"  diah  had  evaded  producing  this  contingent 
"  until  after  the  destruction  of  the  Pindaries. 
."  To  compensate  for  such  a  delay,  which  I 
*'  affected  to  consider  as  accidental,  I  pressed 

"  attained  in  a  gr«&t  dngne  if  the  men  were  peranaded,  on 
"  ocoasioDB  of  periodical  leave  of  absence,  to  keep  together 
"  on  the  road,  u  long  as  the  several  destinations  of  snch 
"  Native  Commissioned  or  Non-Commissioned  Officers  as 
"  may  be  proceeding  the  same  way  will  admit." 

"  It  has  also  been  iotimaled  to  the  Major  General  Com- 
"  manding  the  Forces,  thatthe  Residents  at  Delhi  and  Lnck- 
"  now,  and  the  Collectors  of  Revenue  will  be  authorized,  on 
"  the  applieation  of  Commanding  Officers  of  Pay  Masters, 
"  to  grant  bills  payable  at  sight  and  at  the  nsnal  eichange, 
"  on  any  other  treasury  for  sums  which  may  be  paid  into 
"  their  own  Tressuries  on  account  of  Sepoyd  wishing  to 
"  remit  money  from  one  part  of  the  conntry  to  another ; 
"  a  mode  which  in  conformity  to  the  views  of  Government 
"  is  particolarly  to  be  encouraged  and  attended  to  by  Offi- 
"  cers  Commanding  Corps  and  DetachmeDti." 
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"  that  the  corps  should  be  employed  in  extin- 
"  guishing  certain  mischievous  associatioDS  in 
"  Scindiah's  territories.  The  description  ap- 
"  plied  not  only  to  some  bands-  of  avowed  rob- 
"  bers,  but  to  a  particular  class  denominated 
"  Thugs.  This  nefarious  fraternity,  amounting, 
"  by  the  first  information,  to  above  a  thousand 
"  individuals,  was  scattered  through  different 
"villages  often  remote  from  each  other;  yet 
"  they  pursued  with  a  species  of  concert,  their 
"  avocation.  This  was  the  making  excursions 
"  to  distant  districts,  where,  under  the  appear- 
"  ance  of  journeying  along  the  high  roads,  they 
"  endeavoured  to  associate  themselves  with 
"  travellers,  by  either  obtaining  leave  to  accom- 
"  pany  them  as  if  for  protection,  or,  when  that 
"  permission  was  refused,  keeping  near  them  on 
"  the  same  pretext.  Their  business  was  to  seek 
"  an  opportunity  of  murdering  the  travellers 
"  when  asleep  or  off  their  guard.  In  this,  three 
"  or  four  could  combine  without  having  given 
"  suspicion  of  their  connection.  Though  per- 
"  sonally  unacquainted,  they  had  signs  and 
"  tokens  by  which  each  recognized  the  other  as 
"of  the  brotherhood;  and  their  object  being 
"  understood,  without  the  necessity  of  verbal 
"  conununication,  they  shunned  all  speech  with 
"  each  other  -  till  the  utterance  of  a  mystical 
"  term  or  two  announced  the  fevorable  moment, 
"  and  claimed  common  effort.  Scindiah's  tole- 
"  ranee  of  an  evil  so   perfectly   ascertained, 
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"  merely  because  the  assassinations  were  seldom 
*'  committed  within  his  own  dominions,  may 
"  afford  a  tolexable  notion  of  the  vitiation  of 
"  society  in  Central  India  before  this  late  con- 
"  vulsipn.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  by 
**  this  time  the  pest  in  question  has  been  rooted 
"  out;  which,  with  the  suppression  of  some 
"  bodies  of  horsemen  under  miUtary  adventurers 
'*  (a  service  completely  achieved  by  the  contin- 
"  gent),  will  be  no  less  a  benefit  to  Scindiah'a 
"  own  Government,  than  to  adjacent  countries."* 

•  TO  MAJOR  STUBBS, 

Commanding  the  Contingent,  Goonak, 
Sib, 

Beiog  anxion>  to  placs  ai  far  ai  poiiible  on 
record  in  my  Office  the  result  of  all  the  effbrta  that  have 
been  from  time  to  time  made  for  the  gappressioa  of  Tbaggee, 
1  shall  feel  mnch  oblifed  if  yon  will  have  the  goodness  to 
let  me  have  from  your  Office  a  list  of  the  Thngs  arrested  in 
consequence  of  the  employment  of  the  Contingent  as  stated 
in  the  enclosed  Extract  ^m  the  Summary  of  the  Marqness 
of  Hastings,  and  the  manner  in  which  each  person  was  dis< 
poifld  of. 

1  bare,  &e.,  See.,  &e., 
(Signed)        -W.  H.  SLBEHAN,  Gtnl.  SMpl. 
Jubulpore,  the  13(A  June,  1836. 

Goonah,  adJulg,  ISSfi. 
TO  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

General  Superintendent,  Jtibnlporet 
Sib, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yonr  letter  of  tiie  lath  ultimo.    1  have  no  recordi  of  any 
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'  15.  This  system  has  now,  August  1835, 
I  hope  been  happily  suppressed  in  the  Saugor 
and  Nurbudda  territories,  Bhopaul,  Bundel- 
cund,  Boghelcund,  Eastern  Malwa,  the  greater 
part  of  Gwalior,  the  districts  between  the 
Ganges  and  the  Jumna.  It  has  also  I  hope 
been  suppressed  in  Candeish,  Gozerat,  Berar, 
Rajpootana,  Western  Malwa,  and  the  Delhi  ter- 
ritories, in  as  far  as  it  arose  irom  the  depreda- 
tions of  gangs  that  resided  in  the  territories 
above-named,  within  which  little  more  I  hope 
remains  to  be  done  than  to  collect  the  fragments 
of  the  general  wreck  of  the  system— the  Burkas, 

Thags  having  boen  apprehended  by  the  Contingent  Hone ; 
uid  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  fnrnioh  yon  with  the  list  yon 
require. 

I  have  no  Civil  anthority,  and  cannot  apprehend  any  one 
without  orders  from  the  Resident,  excepting  those  delected 
plundering  by  the  Horse  stationed  for  the  protection  of 
Travellers  on  the  roads,  but  many  people  have  at  difierent 
times  been  apprehended  by  the  Contingent  and  by  the  Xatire 
Aumils  and  made  over  to  the  Contingent  at  the  requisition 
of  different  Political  Authorities:  the  prisoners  are  usually 
sent  either  to  Gwalior,  Sehore,  Sangor,  Kolah,  or  where  the 
requisition  eomea  from  ;  no  examination  or  trial  takes  place 
here,  consequently  there  is  no  record  to  enable  me  (o  com- 
ply with  your  wishes, 

I  have,  Sic,  Vbc, 
(Signed)  W.  8TUBBS,  Mojor, 

Suptrinteiideia  Scindiah'i  Cmttngemi, 
(True  Copies,) 
W.  H.  SLEEMAN,  GatL  Supt, 
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or  fully  initiated  Thugs,  who  have  as  yet  escap- 
ed U5,  and  are  capable  of  creating  new  gangs 
iix  any  part  of  India  that  they  may  be  permitted 
to  inhabit ;  and  that  they  will  so  create  them  if 
left  for  any  time  undisturbed  in  any  place,  no 
man  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  system 
will  for  a  moment  doubt. 

16.  But  that  the  system  has  been  suppressed 
in  every  part  of  India  where  it  once  prevailed 
(and  I  believe  that  it  prevailed  more  or  less  in 
CTery  part)  is,  however,  a  proposition  that  neither 
ought  nor  can  be  affirmed  absolutety,  for,  as 
justly  observed  by  the  able  Magistrate  of  Chit- 
toor  in  1812,  Mr.  W.  E.  Wright — "  with  respect 
"  to  the  crime  of  murder  by  Thugs  or  Fansee- 
"  geers,  it  is  not  possible  for  any  Magistrate  to 
"  say  how  much  it  prevails  in  his  district,  in 
"  consequence  of  the  precautions  taken  by  these 
"  people  in  burning  the  bodies  of  the  mur- 
"  dered."*  To  affirm  absolutely  that  it  has  been 
suppressed  while  any  seeds  of  the  system  re- 
main to  germinate  and  spread  again  over  the 
land  might  soon  render  all  that  has  been  done 
unavailing,  for  there  is  in  it  a  "  principle  of  vita- 
lity" which  can  be  found  hardly  in  any  other  ; 
and  unhappily  there  exists  every  where  too 
great  a  disposition  to  believe  that  we  have  com- 

*  See  bis  letter  to  the  Secretary  to  tbe  Madrai  Goreni- 
nent,  dated  Jit  July  1812. 
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pleted  what  we  have  only  successfully  begun. 
However  honorable  to  the  individuals  engaged 
in  it  and  useful  to  the  people  the  duty  of  sup- 
pressing this  evil  maybe  considered,  it  certainly 
is  one  of  great  labour  and  of  most  painful  res- 
ponsibility ;  and  as  almost  all  those  who  have 
yet  devoted  their  abilities  to  the  task  have  done 
BO  at  a  personal  sacrifice  of  some  kind  or  an- 
other to  themselves,  they  have  naturally  felt 
anxious  to  see  their  part  of  the  work  completed 
as  soon  as  possible.  "Fere  libenterid,  quod 
volunt  homines,  credunt,"  was  an  observation  of 
Caesar's,  the  truth  of  which  is  illustrated  in 
almost  every  human  undertaking ;  and  though 
I  do  not  think  any  public  officer  will  declare 
this  evil  suppressed  within  his  jurisdiction 
before  he  believes  it  to  be  so,  I  fear  many  will, 
as  heretofore,  believe  it  to  be  so,  long  before  it 
really  is.*    There  were,  and  I  believe,  still  are 


*  It  haa  been  every  wbere  found  dangeroni  for  a  Hagis- 
trato  to  nuke  it  appear  to  his  naliva  police  officers,  that  ho 
belieres  or  wiBhcB  to  believe  that  the  crime  of  Thuggee  has 
entirely  ceased  within  his  jurisdictioD,  for  they  will  always 
he  found  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  such  an  impression  to 
misrepresent  cases  that  might  otherwise  lead  to  discoveries 
of  great  importance.  Bodies  of  travellers  that  have  been 
strangled  by  Thngs  have,  in  numerous  instances,  been 
either  concealed  or  represented  by  the  police  as  those  of 
men  who  had  died  of  disease,  or  been  killed  by  tygers,  and 
have  been  burned  without  further  inquiry  when  a  careful 
inquest  by  impartial  persons  would  have  shown  die  iparks  ■ 
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in  Bundelcund,  and  the  districts  between  the 
Ganges  and  the  Jumna  some  smalt  gangs  of 
these  assassins  who  confined  their  operations  to 
the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  resi- 
dence, and  the  secrets  of  their  crimes  to  their 

of  itrangnUtion  npon  their  Decks.  Landholder*  of  til  des- 
eriptiona,  whether  osUnaibl;  enlniBtecl  with  the  police  datjes 
of  their  estates  or  not,  will  in  the  sune  manner  always  en- 
dearoar  to  conceal  the  discovery  of  murders  perpetrated 
within  Ihem  by  these  people  under  a  Magistrate  anxioas  to 
believe  that  the  crime  does  not  exist  within  his  division. 
Id  some  parta  of  India  heavy  penalties  are  iojadioionsly 
imposed  upon  landholders  and  police  officers  within  whose 
estates  or  jaTisdictions  bodies  of  murdered  men  may  be  found 
unless  they  can  produce  the  perpetralorf,  which  is,  ia 
effect,  to  encourage  the  crime  by  discouraging  the  report 
of  those  discoveries  that  might  lead  to  the  arrest  and  con- 
viction of  the  murderers. 

Mr.  Wilson  writes  to  me  on  the  3d  December,  1834,— "  It 
"  is  painful  to  observe  that  wherever  tiie  Thugs  go  they  an 
"  invariably  protected  by  the  Znmeendars,  and  the  premiaei 
"ofthe  Thakurs  or  principal  Uudholders  are  the  certain 
"spots  to  find  them  in."  This  observation  so  just  with 
regard  to  (he  distriets  east  of  the  Jumna,  has  been,  unhap- 
pily, found  equally  applicable  to  every  other  part  of  India 
to  which  our  operations  hare  extended.  The  Zumeendars 
or  landholders  of  every  description  have  every  where  been 
-fDund  ready  to  receive  theae  people  under  their  protection 
from  the  desire  to  share  in  the  fruita  of  their  expeditions, 
and  without  the  alif^teat  feeling  of  religions  or  moral  res- 
ponsibility for  the  murders  which  they  know  must  he  perpe- 
trated to  secure  these  fruits.  All  that  they  require  from 
them  is  a  promise  that  (hey  will  not  commit  murders  within 
dieir  estates,  and  ther^y  iniolvo'  them  in  trouble. 
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own  families,  or  to  a  very  small  circle  of  friends 
and  associates.  They  were  either  in  their  in- 
fancy, or  formed  by  very  shrewd  old  men  who 
saw  the  danger  of  continuing  with  the  large 
gangs  and  extending  their  expeditions  into  very 
distant  parts.  Bukshee  Jemadar,  one  of  the 
most  noted  Thug  leaders  of  his  day,  who  died 
in  the  Saugor  Jail  in  1832,  had  for  some  fifteeti 
years  ceased  to  accompany  the  large  gangs,  and 
was  supposed  to  have  left  off  the  trade  entirely. 
He  was  settled  at  Chutterpore  on  the  great  road 
from  Saugor  to  Culpee,  with  his  three  sons,  all 
stout  young  men,  who  were  supposed  by  all  the 
old  associates  of  their  father  never  to  have  been 
initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  Thuggee.  They 
were  all  however  arrested  with  their  father  and 
brought  to  Saugor.  A  trooper  of  the  10th 
Cavalry  came  to  me  some  time  after  this  from 
the  Mow  Cantonments  with  a  piteous  tale  of  the 
loss  and  supposed  murder  of  his  younger  bro- 
ther, a  trooper  in  the  same  regiment,  whom  he 
had  a  year  or  two  before,  while  on  their  way 
to  their  homes  on  furlough,  left  in  company  with 
a  small  party  of  extremely  civil  men  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Chutterpore.  The  young  trooper's 
pony  Imd  become  lame  on  the  road,  and  his 
brother  >  and  party  went  on  to  prepare  their 
dinner,  telling  him  to  spare  his  pony  and  come 
up  slowly,  as  they  would  have  every  thing  ready 
for  him  by  the  time  he  arrived.  "The  stran- 
"  gers  bad,  he  said,  been  very  kind  to  him,  and 
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**  very  eolicitous  about  the  accident  to  his  pony; 
"  and  promised  to  see  him  safe  to  the  encamp- 
"  ment,  as  they  were  obliged  to  wait  for  a  rela- 
"  tion  who  was  following :  but  his  brother  could 
"  never  after  be  found."  I  took  the  trooper  at 
bis  request  to  the  jail,  and  almost  as  soon  as  be 
entered  he  put  his  hand  upon  the  shoulder  of 
Bukshee's  youngest  son,  who  was  remarkable 
for  his  large  eyes,  saying,  "  What  did  you  do 
with  my  poor  brother — where  did  you  murder 
and  bury  him  ?"  and  turning  round  while  he  yet 
had  hold  of  the  man,  he  said,  "  this  is  one  of  the 
men  to  whom  I  confided  my  brother."  Jawa- 
hir  and  his  brothers,  who  had  hitherto  persisted 
in  denying  that  they  had  ever  been  on  Thuggee, 
and  whose  father's  old  associates,  now  admitted 
King's  evidences,  used  to  declare  that  this  son, 
Jawahir,  so  far  from  having  been  on  Thuggee, 
was  such  a  chicken-hearted  lad  that  the  very 
name  of  murder  used  to  frighten  him,  now 
thoi^ht  the  charm  had  been  broken,  and  con> 
fessed  that  their  father  had  initiated  them  from 
thai  boyhood ;  but  having  limited  their  expedi- 
tions to  that  road,  and  admitted  only  a  small 
party  of  associates  their  proceedings  had  remain- 
ed undiscovered.  Some  of  the  old  members  of 
these  small  gangs  have  been  secured  and  con- 
victed of  old  crimes  perpetrated  while  they  wer* 
associated  with  the  lai^  gnngs,  and  they  have 
in  consequence  suspended  their*  operations ;  but 
they  will  resume  them  again  when  our  pursuit 
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brought  to  punishment. 

17.  It  has  now  become  quite  clear  to  every 
unprejudiced  magistrate,  that,  as  a  general  prin- 
ciple, he  can  never  rely  upon  the  landholder  of  a 
village  either  to  assist  him  in  the  arrest  of  these 
people,  or  to  prevent  their  following  their  trade 
of  murder  when  they  are  made  over  to  him  uptm 
his  pledge  to  do  so.  His  own  particular  inter- 
est in  encouraging  the  system  and  sharing  in 
the  spoil,  will  always  be  dearer  to  him  than  any 
that  he  can  hope  to  enjoy  in  common  with  the 
society  at  large  by  the  suppression  of  it.  When 
driven  from  one  part  of  the  country  they  never 
doubt  of  being  soon  able  to  secure  the  good  will 
of  such  land  holders  in  any  other,  for  they  find 
little  or  no  difficulty  in  establishing  themselves 
in  new  village  communities,  and  in  connecting 
their  dreadful  trade  with  the  pursuits  of  agricul- 
ture. Left  unmolested  for  a  few  years  they 
gain  recruits  from  among  the  youth  of  their 
neighbourhood ;  and  by  a  lavish  expenditure  of 
the  booty  they  acquire,  and  by  that  mild  and 
conciliatory  deportment  which  they  find  it 
necessary  to  leam  and  observe  on  all  occasions 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  trade, 
they  very  soon  gain  the  good  will  of  their  new 
circle  of  society,  and  contrive  to  make  every 
member  feel  interested  in  their  security  and 
success.     No  men  observe  more    strictly   in 
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domestic  life  all  that  is  enjoined  by  their  priests, 
oi  demanded  by  their  respective  casts  ;  nor  do 
any  men  cultivate  with  more  care  the  esteem  of 
their  neighbours,  or  court  with  more  assiduity 
the  good  will  of  all  constituted  local  authorities. 
In  short,  to  men  who  do  not  know  them,  the 
principal  members  of  these  associations  will 
always  appear  to  be  among  the  most  amiable, 
most  respectable,  and  most  intelligent  members 
of  the  lower,  and  sometimes  the  middle  and 
higher  classes  of  native  society  ;  and  it  is  by 
no  means  to  be  inferred  that  every  man  who 
attempts  to  screen  them  from  justice  knows 
them  to  be  murderers.* 

*  I  will  here  qnole  a  passag;e  from  a  private  letter  of  Mr. 
HcLeod  to  me  written  at  Dbolepore  or  the  baflks  of  the 
Chumbal,  May  23tl,  1833.  "  I  am  about  to  send  off  Pnrna- 
ram,  Laek's  brother,  wilhoitt  irons  in  search  of  his  father's 
gang,  accompanied  only  by  a  sowar,  a  sipabee  or  two,  and  a 
cbuprasiee  of  my  own,  all  of  whom  will  be  directed  to  con- 
ceal tbeir  livery.  They  will  be  inalrncted  on  falling  in  with 
the  gang  to  give  intelligence  at  the  nearest  residence  of  a 
native  fane lionary,  and  be  fnrnisbed  with  a  document  re- 
questing such  foDctionary  (o  have  them  seized  as  "  Compa- 
nee  ka  clior,"  and  delivered  over  to  his  superior  to  whom 
application  will  afterwards  be  made  for  their  transfer. 
Pnrusram  states  that  he  can,  if  necessary,  dig  up  at  every 
stage  the  bodies  of  men  they  have  lately  murdered  to  satisfy 
the  scruples  of  snch  as  doubt  bis  information.  That  be  will 
find  out  the  gang  I  have  not  the  slightest  donbt,  and  if  he 
prove  as  faitbfol  and  intelligent  as  I  hope,  ws  may  safely 
calculate  npon  their  seizure.  To  ensure  his  earnestness  as 
far  as  possible,  I  have  assured  him  that  1  will  do  my  utmost 
to  have  his  father  pardoned,  and  that  year  assurance  before 
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18.  When  Feriegeea,  a  Thug  leader  of  some 
note,  for  whose  arrest  Crovemment  paid  five 

leaving  Sangor  niMle  me  conlident  that  he  would  be  so.  In 
foar  last  yon  any  he  ought  not  to  be  spared  aa  he  has  neg> 
leoted  your  iavitatioDa,  bat  1  really  doabt  whether  they  can 
ever  hare  reached  him  in  an  authentic  form;  for  botb 
Lsek  and  his  brother  assert  that  such  assurance  is  all  he 
wants,  and  his  old  wife  has  just  toddled  away  home  fully 
confident  that,  if  he  returns  mueized,  she  will  speedily  con- 
duct him  into  my  presence  or  that  of  some  European  Officer. 
When  we  consider  the  indistinct  acconnt  they  receive  of  the 
horrors  of  Sanger  mnch  allowance  must  be  made  for  them 
in  this  respect.  Bhimmee  Jemadar  tells  me  that  when 
Dnreean  the  runaway  approver  joined  them,  he  said — "  oh  ! 
"  my  friends  you  had  better  cnt  and  run  as  fast  as  you  can— 
"  hundreds  of  ns  Thugs  are  being  strung  about  Sangor — still 
"  more  are  sent  to  the  Blackwater,  which  is  worse;  and 
"  those  that  escape  are  to  cnt  mnttee*  for  life — as  to  the  poor 
"  approvers,  Sleeman  Sahib  is  getting  a  large  mill  made  np 
"  at  the  Mint  to  grind  them  all  to  powder."  They  of  course 
all  took  lo  their  heels  after  this.  Bhimmee  is  a  mild 
respectable  kind  of  man  who  would  certainly  not  appear 
born  for  a  gallows,  and  I  hope  yon  will  let  him  remain  with 
me.  I  feel  interested,  too,  for  the  whole  of  Lacks'  family, 
among  whom  I  do  not  think  there  is  naturally  any  vice,  and 
shocking  as  their  proceedings  would  appear  at  home,  very 
many  palliating  circumstances  evidently  exist  here,  and  we 
must  be  guided  by  what  is  expedient.  To  Laek  the  sentenoe 
of  any  of  his  brothers  would  be  most  disheartening,  'When 
he  beard  of  their  arrest,  he  repeated  with  great  feeling  a 
Kindoostanee  verse  to  tlib  effect.  "  I  Was  a  pearl  once 
"  residing  in  comfort  in  the  ocean.  I  surrendered  my  self, 
"  believing  1  should  repose  in  peace  in  the  bosom  of  some 
"  fair  damsel— bat  alas!  they  have  pierced  me,  and  pawed 

•  EarUi.-EB. 
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hundred  rupees,  was  broi^ht  in  to  me  at  Sangor 
in  December  1830,  he  told  me,  that  if  his  life 
were  spared  he  could  secure  the  arrest  of  several 

"  ■  sting  throngh  my  body,  tnd  hmve  left  m«  to  dangle  ia 
"  Gomtant  piin  as  an  oraameiit  to  her  nose."  I  will  liav* 
bis  narrative  taken  and  sent  to  yoa. 

J>.  F.  McLEOD. 

Lientenant  Thomas,  a  very  talented  officer,  writes  to  me 
from  Gnalior  2d  September  1B35— "  Mnaobnr,  the  brother 
of  Laek,  (consin  not  brother)  has  Toluntarily  surrendered 
himself,  at  the  persnasion  of  his  mother,  who  lately  sent  to 
me  for  Laek.  Upon  sending  him  to  her,  I  told  Laek  that  I 
would  certainly  intercede  with  yoa  for  his  brother  if  be 
iroDld  place  himself  in  my  custody.  He  is  many  years 
younger  than  Laek,  and  has  one  of  the  most  benevolent 
countenances  that  I  have  ever  seen.  He  looks  as  though  he 
would  rather  commit  suicide  than  common,  and  cold  blooded 
mnrder.  He  tells  me  that  he  can  point  out  the  homes  in 
the  Jypore  and  Jodhpore  villages  of  many  noted  Sooseea 
Thugs ;  that  Raejoo  is  now  at  hia  home,  and  that  he  left  those 
gangs  only  a  month  since  actually  on  Thuggee  in  Jodhpore." 
G.P.THOMAS. 

Purssram  came  up  with  his  father's  gang  at  Alneeabas 
in  the  Joudpore  territory,  where  they  had  been  arrested  by 
the  Thakur  who  refased  to  give  them  to  our  guard— beat  the 
old  man  to  death  and  released  the  rest  See  Geneologioal 
Tables  No.  72  and  278. 

Sir.  'Wilson,  Sept.  1835,  observes  of  Makeen  Lodhee, 
one  of  the  approvers,  that  "  he  ia  one  of  the  best  men  1  have 
ever  known  I"  and  I  believe  that  Hakeen  may  be  trusted  in 
%Bj  relation  of  life  save  that  between  a  Tbng  who  haa  taken 
the  aMiptcef  and  a  traveller  with  something  worth  taking 
vpoB  bim.  They  all  look  upon  travellen  u  a  aportaman 
looks  upon  hares  and   pheasants ;  and  they  recollect  their 
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large  gangs  who  were  in  February  to  rendez- 
vous at  Jypore,  and  proceed  into  Guzerat  and 
Candeish.  Seeing  me  disposed  to  doubt  his 
authority  upon  a  point  of  so  much  importance, 
he  requested  me  to  put  him  to  the  proof— to  take 
him  through  the  village  of  Selohda,  which  lay 
two  stages  from  Saugor  on  the  road  to  Seronge, 
and  through  which  I  was  about  to  pass  in  my 
tour  of  the  district,  of  which  I  had  received  the 
civil  charge,  and  he  would  show  me  his  ability 
and  inclination  to  give  me  correct  information. 
I  did  so,  and  my  tents  were  pitched,  where 
tents  usually  are,  in  the  small  mango  grove.  I 
reached  them  in  the  evening,  and  when  I  got 
up  in  the  morning  he  pointed  out  three  places, 
in  which  he  and  his  gang  had  deposited  at 
different  intervals  the  bodies  of  three  parties  of 
travellers.  A  Pundit  and  six  attendants  mur- 
dered in  1818,  lay  among  the  ropes  of  my  sleep- 
ing tent,  a  Havildar  and  four  Sipahaes  murder- 
ed in  1824,  lay  under  my  horses,  and  four  Brah- 
man carriers  of  Ganges  water  and  a  woman 
murdered  soon  after  the  Pundit,  lay  within  my 
sleeping  tent.*    The  sward  had  grown  over  the 

favorite  BeUi,  or  places  for  mnrder,  as  sportamon  recollect 
their  best  sporting  grounds,  sad  talk  of  them,  when  they  can, 
with  the  same  kind  of  glee  ! 

*  The  principal  leaders  of  the  gangs,  by  whom  theie 
Brahmins  were  murdered,  were  Brahmnns.  Aman,  tho 
conain  of  Feringeea,  and  Dirgpaul,  both  Sabahdaira  of 
Thngs. 
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whole,  and  not  the  slightest  sign  of  its  ever 
having  been  broken  was  to  be  seen.  The  thing 
seemed  to  me  incredible ;  but  after  examining 
attentively  a  small  brick  terrace  close  by,  and 
the  different  trees  around,  he  declared  himself 
prepared  to  stake  his  life  upon  the  accuracy  of 
bis  information.  My  wife  was  still  sleeping 
over  the  grave  of  the  water-carriers  unconscious 
of  what  was  doing  or  to  be  done.*  I  assembled 
the  people  of  the  surrounding  villages,  and  the 
Thanadar  and  his  police,  who  resided  in  the 
village  of  Korae  clwe  by,  and  put  the  people 
to  work  over  the  grave  of  the  Havildar.  They 
dug  down  five  feet  without  perceiving  the  slight- 
est signs  of  the  bodies  or  of  a  grave.  All  the 
people  assembled  seemed  delighted  to  think  that 
1  was  become  weary  like  themselves,  and  satis- 
fied that  the  man  was  deranged  ;  but  there  was 
a  calm  and  quiet  confidence  about  him  that 
made  me  insist  upon  their  going  on,  and  at  last 
we  came  upon  the  bodies  of  the  whole  five  laid 
out  precisely  as  he  had  described.  My  wife, 
Btitl  unconscious  of  our  object  in  digging,  had 
repaired  to  the  breakfast  tent  which  was  pitched 
at  some  distance  from  the  grove ;  and  I  now 
bad  the  ropes  of  the  tent  removed,  and  the 

*  She  hai  often  liDce  declared  that  ihe  never  had  a 
night  of  auch  horrid  dreams,  and  that  while  asleep  her  aoal 
rnvBt  consequently  hare  become  conscioaa  of  the  dreadful 
Giimea  that  had  been  there  perpetrated. 
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bodies  of  the  Pundit  and  his  six  compani- 
ons in  a  much  greater  state  of  decay,  exhum- 
ed from  about  the  same  depth,  and  from  the 
exact  spot  pointed  out.  The  Cawrutties  were 
afterwards  disinterred,  and  he  offered  to  point 
out  others  in  the  neighbouring  groves,  but  I  was 
sick  of  the  horrid  work,  and  satisfied  with  what 
he  had  already  done.*  The  gangs  which  were 
concentrating  upon  Jypore  were  pursued,  and 
the  greater  part  of  them  taken;  and  Feringeea'a 
life  was  spared  for  his  services. 

19.  While  I  was  in  the  Civil  charge  of  the 
district  of  Nursingpore,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Nurbuddah,  in  the  years  1822,  23,  and  24,  no 
Ordinary  robbery  or  theft  could  be  committed 
without  my  becoming  acquainted  with  it ;  hot 
was  there  a  robber  or  a  thief  of  the  ordinary  kind 
in  the  district,  with  whose  character  I  had  not 
become  acquainted  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
as  Magistrate  ;  and  if  any  man  had  then  told  me, 
that  a  gang  of  assassins  by  profession  resided  in 
the  village  of  Kundelee,  not  four  hundred  yards 

*  Th«  proprietor  of  tbe  village  of  Selohda  connived  at 
k11  this,  and  received  tbe  horse  of  tiie  Pandit  in  a  present 
Several  of  the  gang  resided  in  this  village,  and  the  rest  used 
lo  BDcamp  in  his  grove  every  year  in  pataing,  and  remain 
there  for  many  days  at  a  time  feasting,  caroasiog  and  mur- 
dering. The  people  of  the  village  and  of  the  snrronnding 
•onntry  knew  nothing  of  these  tranaactioDs,  nor  did  the 
police  of  the  thana  of  Korae. 
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fipom  my  court,  and  that  the  extensive  groves  of 
the  village  of  Mundesur,  only  one  stage  from  me, 
en  the  road  to  Saugor  and  Bhopaul,  was  one  of 
the  greatest  Beles,  or  places  of  murder  in  all 
India ;  and  that  large  gangs  from  Hindustan 
and  Uie  Duckun  used  to  rendezvous  in  these 
groves,  remain  in  them  for  many  days  together 
every  year,  and  carry  on  their  dreadful  trade 
along  all  the  lines  of  road  that  pass  by  and 
branch  off  from  them,  with  the  knowledge  and 
connivance  of  the  two  land  holders  by  whose 
ancestors  these  groves  had '  been  planted,  I 
should  have  thought  him  a  fool  or  a  mad  man  ; 
and  yet  nothing  could  have  been  more  true. 
The  bodies  of  a  hundred  travellers  lie  buried  in 
and  around  the  groves  of  Mundesur;  and  a 
gang  of  assassins  lived  in  and  about  the  village 
of  Kundelee  while  I  was  Magistrate  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  extended  their  depredations  to  the 
cities  of  Poena  and  Hydrabad. 

•  20.  The  first  party  of  men  I  sent  into  the 
Duckun  to  aid  Captain  Reynolds,  who  had  been 
selected  by  Colonel  Stewart  to  superintend  the 

*  ExtTMt  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Cameron,  Atiiitant  Rttident, 

Hydrabad,  to  Captain  Reynoldi,  dated  2l$t  Sept.  1635. 

"  I  have  the  honor  M  aeqnaint  yoa  that  in  confleqaeoce  of 

the  infonnation  given  by  Sahib  Khan  and  Ramzanee,  lately 

seized,  and  whose  depositions  have  been  forwarded  to  you, 

that  murders  have  lately  been  committed  by  Thags  at  Hoa- 

saio  Shabwallie's.Dnrgah,  Sudasheopett  and  Begumpett,  the 

Resident  has  directed  the  mootauddy  and  a  party  with  the 

E 
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employment  of  our  meana  for  the  suppression: 
of  the  system  in  the  Nizam's  dominions,  recog- 
nized in  the  person  of  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able linen  drapers  of  the  cantonments  of  Hingolee, 

tvo  persona  lately  apprehended,  to  proceed  to  theie  places  for 
the  pnrpose  of  diiiaterriDg  the  bodies,  and  obtaining  ench 
other  information  as  may  tend  to  convict  the  parties  impli- 
cated, as  it  ia  very  probable  that  more  of  the  Thugs  concern- 
ed in  these  murders  may  be  hereafter  approhenilod. 

It  also  appears  that  nnmerons  Thugs  hare  lately  resorted 
to  the  city  and  its  environs  probably  occasioned  by  the  pre- 
sent active  pursuit,  and  the  Resident  is  of  opinion  that  the 
presence  of  an  intelligent  mootsnddy  for  sometime  with  a 
party  of  approvers  acquainted  with  the  Thugs  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  might  be  attended  with  advantage,  particularly 
as  the  seizurB  of  Thugs,  who  can  by  their  own  testimony 
•how  that  they  were  implicated  in  murders  unknown  until 
pointed  out  by  themselves,  may  tend  to  convince  persons  aa 
yet  incredulous  of  the  existence  of  this  systematic  mode  of 
assassination." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Stevaart,  Retident  at  Hydra- 
bad,  to  Captain  Sleeman,  dated  6th  Oct.  1835. 
Para.  4. — "  I  beg  to  observe  that  the  recent  apprehension 
of  two  Thugs  at  the  place,  who  have  made  confession  and 
have  pointed  out  the  dead  bodies  of  persons  lately  murdered 
by  them  and  their  fraternity,  close  to  the  city,  seems  to  have 
had  a  striking  effect  in  convincing  the  minister  of  the  reality 
of  the  existence  in  snch  nnmbers  of  these  misereanti,  of 
which  I  fear  he  formerly  doubted.  A  strong  proof  of  this 
is  the  cironmstance  that  one  person  in  the  city  who  was  de- 
Bonnced  as  a  Thug  having  made  his  escape,  the  minister 
himself  sent  his  own  people  in  pursuit  of  him,  had  him 
apprehended  and  sent  to  me.  I  cannot  doubt  therefore  now 
that  there  is  the  most  sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  this 
government  to  extirpate  Thuggee  throughoat  (his  coontry. 
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Hnree  Sing,  the  adopted  son  of  Jowahir  SookuK 
Subadar  of  Thugs,  who  had  twenty  years  before 
been  executed  with  twenty-one  of  his  followers 
at  A^fur  for  the  murder  of  a  party  of  two 
women  and  eight  men  close  to  the  cantonments. 
On  hearing  that  the  Huree  Sing  of  the  list  sent 
to  him  of  noted  Thugs  at  lai^e  in  the  Duckun 
was  the  Huree  Sing  of  the  Sudder  Bazar,  Captain 
Reynolds  was  quite  astounded,  for  so  correct 
had  he  been  in  his  deportment  and  all  his  deal- 
ings, that  be  had  won  the  esteem  of  all  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  station,  who  used  to  assist  him  in 
procuring  passports  for  his  goods  on  their  way 
from  Bombay  ;  and  yet  he  had,  as  he  has  since 
himself  shown,  been  carrying  on  his  trade  of 
murder  up  to  the  very  day  of  his  arrest  with 
gangs  of  Hindustan  and  the  Duckun  on  all  the 
roads  around,  and  close  to  the  cantonments  of 
Hingolee  ;  and  leading  out  his  gang  of  assassins 
while  he  pretended  to  be  on  his  way  to  Bombay 
for  a  supply  of  fresh  linens  and  broad  cloth. 
Captain  Reynolds  had  for  several  years  up  to 
this  time  had  the  ciyil  charge  of  the  district  of 
Hingolee,  without  baring  had  the  slightest  sus- 
picion of  the  numerous  murders  that  he  has  now 
discoTcred  to  have  been  every  year  perpetrated 
within  hisjurisdiction.* 

*  The  following  if  an  extract  from  tbe  narrative  of  this 
llnrree  Sing  alias  Hnrees,  taken  at  Hingolee. 

"  A  year  and  half  before  I  was  arrested  at  Hingolee,  in 
'*  June  1832, 1  set  np  a  ihop  in  the  bazar  of  the  Golandanz 
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21.     In  Oude  and  other  parts  of  India  where 
the  fields  are  irrigated  from  wells,  the  bodies  of 

ia  the  Hingolee  cantoDmenU,  I  used  berore  to  brio; 
cloths  from  Berar  to  th«  oantonments  for  sale ;  and  be- 
came tDtiinatoiy  acquainted  with  Maha  Sing,  Sabahdar  of 
"  tbe  Golundanzes.  I  told  him  that  I  should  like  to  set  np 
a  shop  in  his  bazar;  and  he  advised  me  to  do  so,  and  got 
the  Cotwal  to  assign  me  a  place.  I  set  up  a  linen-draper's 
ahop,  and  I  want  several  times  vith  other  shop-keepers  to 
Bombay  to  pnrchase  a  stock  of  broad  cloths  and  other 
artiolci.  The  people  of  the  cantonments  knew  that  I  used 
to  deal  to  the  extent  of  several  hundred  rupees. 

"  When  I  resided  at  Omrowlce  about  seven  years  ago,  I 
"  used  to  come  to  Hingolee  and  lodge  in  the  house  of  Ram 
"  Sing,  Thug,  who  has  since  been  seized  and  sent  to  Jabul- 
"  pore.  Sometimes  I  came  with  the  gangs  on  Thuggee  and 
"  sometimes  as  a  merchant  with  cloths  for  sale.  When  I 
■<  came  with  clotbs  [  used  to  stay  for  fifteen  or  twenty  days 
"  at  a  time  in  the  Hoghnl  Sowar  lines,  and  other  places. 
"  After  the  release  of  Hnmagnr  and  bis  gang  from  Hingo- 
"  lee  after  the  Girgow  murders,  I,  with  Mannkban,  the  two 
"  N'ssira,  Chotee  approver  and  others,  killed  three  Mar- 
"wariea;  and  after  this  tmam  and  Chotee  got  seized  at 
"  Sanger,  and  this  was  reported,  to  me  by  Kureem  Khan  and 
"  others  who  came  to  Omrowlee'from  the  Nurbudda  valley ; 
"  and  1  thought  that  I  might  be  pointed  ont  and  arrested, 
"  This  was  my  reason  for  leaving  Omrowtee  for  Hingolee. 
"  When  I  was  arrested  t  had  determined  to  leave  off 
"  Thnggee,  and  intended  to  go  and  reside  at  Bombay.  I 
''  used  to  go  ont  occasionally  on  Thuggee  after  I  settled  at 
"  Hingolee,  and  when  the  gangs  of  Thugs  encamped  on  the 
'  Unk  or  lodged  in  the  Dburumsalah,  I  used  to  converse 
'  with  them  ;  bnt  I  never  let  them  know  where  I  resided. 
'  Ismael  Thug,  who  is  now  aD  approver,  used  to  reside  in 
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travellers  murdered  by  these  people  are  frequent- 
ly found  by  the  cultivators  and  land  holders 
who  take  them  out  and  bury  them  without  any 
report  to  the  police,  knowing  that  they  are  the 
bodies  of  travellers  so  murdered,  whose  distant 
friends  are  not  likely  to  trouble  them  with  any 
enquiries.  In  some  instances  we  have  found 
that  they  save  themselves  this  trouble  by  throw- 
ing in  some  dead  carcase  in  order  to  account  for 
the  offensive  smell  of  the  putrid  bodies,  should 
any  one  have  the  curiosity  to  enquire  the  cause. 
Such,  in  short,  are  the  precautions  taken  by 
these  people  to  conceal  their  murders  both 
before  and  aAer  they  take  place,  that  they  may 
be  every  year  perpetrated  in  the  district  of  the 

"  the  bazar  of  the  Hflh  Regiment,  aod  be  served  CapUia 
"  Scott  aa  a  Qareewan.  Mohna,  alias  Rubman,  used  aho  to 
"  reside  h«re  aametiines.  Bahleen  also  nsed  to  live  aad 
"  work  IQ  the  bazar,  bat  they  nsed  all  three  to  go  od  the 
"  roads,  as  many  travellers  aied  to  pass  and  no  one  sought 
"  after  Thngs.  Aoy  skilful  party  might  have  had  three  or 
"  foar  affairs  every  night  without  any  one  being  the  wiser 
"  for  it.  People  knew  not '  what  "^^oggee  was,  nor  what 
"  kind  of  people  Thugs  were.  Travellers  were  frequently 
"  reported  to  have  been  murdered  by  robbers,  hot  people 
"  thought  the  robbers  must  be  in  the  jungles;  and  never 
"  dreamed  that  they  were  murdered  by  the  men  they  saw 
"  every  day  about  them.  X  never  invited  a  Thug  lo  my 
"  boose,  nor  did  I  ever  expose  any  of  the  articles  obtained 
"  in  Tfanggee  for  sale.  I  was  much  respected  by  the  people 
"  of  the  town  and  cantonments  and  never  suspected  liU 
"  arrested." 
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most  vigilant  Magistrate  without  bis  having  any 
knowledge  or  suspicion  of  them  ;  and  their  sub- 
sequent discovery  must  not  be  considered  to 
detract  from  his  character  as  a  public  officer 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  he  has  discouraged 
the  free  report  of  those  circumstances  that 
might  have  led  to  the  discovery  earlier. 

22.  The  extent  of  good  above  described  has 
been  effected  by  the  arrest  of  above  two  thousand 
Thugs,  who  have  been  tried  at  Indore,  Hydrabad, 
Saugor  and  Jubulpore.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
have  been  tried  and  convicted  at  Indore,  eighty- 
four  at  Hydrabad ;  and  at  Saugor  and  Jubulpore 
above  twelve  hundred  have  been  convicted,  in 
one  hundred  and  sixty  seven  trials,  of  the  mur- 
der of  nine  hundred  and  forty-seven  persons ; 
while  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  have,  in  all 
these  trials  at  Indore,  Hydrabad,  Saugor  and 
Jubulpore,  been  admitted  as  King's  evidences  on 
the  conditions  of  exemption  from  the  punish- 
ment of  death  and  transportation  beyond  seas  for 
all  past  offences,  provide  they  placed  all  those 
offences  on  record  when  required  to  do  so,  and 
assisted  in  the  arrest  of  their  associates  in  crime. 

23.  These  men  are  commonly  tried  for  one 
particular  case  of  murder,  perpetrated  on  one 
expedition,  in  which  case  all  the  gang  may  have 
participated,  and  in  which  the  evidence  is  the 
most  complete.    On  an  average  more  than  ten 
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TABULAR   STATEUENT  0/  Iht   rtnU  of  Ike  TrimU 
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Jubulfttre,  \*th  October,  1835. 
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which  have  taken  place  at  different  placet  tince  the  Operationi 
Stfttem  of  Tkvggee  commenced. 
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of  these  cases  have  been  found  to  occur  on  erery 
expedition  ;  and  every  man  has,  on  an  average, 
been  on  more  than  ten  of  these  expeditions. 
The  murders  for  which  they  are  tried  are  not, 
therefore,  commonly  more  than  a  hundredth 
part  of  the  murders  they  have  perpetrated  in  the 
course  of  their  career  of  crime.  In  the  last 
Sessions  held  at  Jubulpore  by  Mr.  Smith  for 
1834-35,  thirty-six  cases  from  Hydrabad,  com- 
mitted by  Captain  Reynolds,  and  forty-two  cases 
from  other  parts  committed  by  myself,  were 
tried,  and  two  hundred  and  six  prisoners  convict- 
ed of  the  murder  of  foiir  hundred  and  forty 
persona.  Of  these  persons  the  bodies  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety  had  been  disinterred  and 
inquests  held  upon  them,  leaving  only  fifty-five 
unaccounted  for.* 

^.  In  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Onde 
much  has  already  been  done  by  Colonel  Low 
and  Captain  Paton  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  a 
successfiil  result  to  our  efforts  in  that  quarter 

'  These  triali  inolnded  aereral  snppIeineaUry  cases,  or 
cues  which  had  been  tried  before,  but  were  bronght  on  as 
other  priHODers,  who  were  not  forthcoming  when  they  were 
first  tried,  have  been  arrested  and  bronght  in  for  trial. 

As  Mr.  Smithhas  now  embarked  for  the  Cape,  and  will  not 
therefore  be  able  to  report  himself  upon  the  last  sesiioni, 
1  ihinli  it  my  duty  to  state  that  he  considered  himself  greatly 
indebted  to  (he  able  eserlions  of  his  officiating  personal 
assistant  Lieut.  Charles  Brown,  of  the  18th  Regt  N.  I. 
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provided  the  pursuit  be  actively  kept  up  in  such 
of  our  districts  as  border  upon  them,  and  the 
local  Magistrates  continue  to  give  the  Oude 
authorities  their  cordial  support  and  co-opera- 
tion ;  nor  have  I  much  doubt  of  ultimate  success 
in  Western  Malwa,*  Guzerat,  Rajpootana,  and 
the  Delhi  territories.  Great  progr^s  has  been 
made  in  the  extei^ive  territories  of  the  Nizam, 
-south  of  the  Nerbudda,  by  Captain  Reynolds, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Resident,  Colonel 
Stewart ;  and  as  the  Bombay  Government  and 
local  authorities  in  die  conterminous  districts  of 
that  Presidency  have  manifested  the  most  anxi- 
ous wish  to  co-operate,  those  of  Madras  will 
probably  do  the  same,  and  we  shall  then  have 
a  fair  prospect  of  ultimate  success  throughout 
the  countries  south  of  the  Nerbudda. 

25.  Something  has  been  done  in  Behar  by 
Mr.  Peploe  Smith,  a  very  active  and  intelligent 
Magistrate,  and  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Smith  and  others, 
and  what  has  been  done  may  lead  to  more  ;  but 
the  provinces  of  Behar,  Bengal,  and  Orissa,  are 
'those  in  which  my  hopes  of  final  success  are 
perhaps  least  sanguine-t    The  river  Thugs  of 

•  Indeed  Major  Borthwick's  great  sncceia  in  Western 
Malwk  has  left  bat  little  to  accomplish  in  that  quarter. 

t  A  party  of  nine  sipahees  and  aNon-CommissioDed  Officer, 
all  from  the  11th  Regiment  Native  lofantry,  were  mordered 
by  a  gang  of  Thngs  close  to    Patnft    in    the    begioiuag 
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Bengal^  (a)  who  reside  chiefly  in  the  district  of 
Burdwao,  on  the  banks  of  theHooghly,  will  defy 

of  May  1833,  while  on  their  w&y  to  their  homei  on 
fhrlongh.  A  party  of  eight  sipahees  from  the  70th  and 
other  regiments  were  murdered  by  the  same  people  between 
Ghftzeepore  and  Bvxar  in  Angast  last,  and  nnmBroas  other 
parties  of  the  same  kind  have  no  doabt  fallen  Ticiimi  to 
the  system  which  has  as  yet  received  little  or  no  chock  on 
the  roada  east  of  Ghazeepore. 

The  retorns  which  I  have  called  for  from  all  the  Native 
Regiments  of  the  Bengal  Army  of  the  casualties  among  the 
men  who  have  gone  on  furlough  this  season,  will,  I  hope, 
bear  me  out  in  the  conclusion  that  the  roads  in  all  the  other 
parts  above  described  are  now  free  from  the  depredations  of 
these  gangs. 

W.  U.  SLEEHAN. 

The  following  communication  received  while  these  sheets 
were  in  the  press,  furnishes  a  satisfactory  confirmation  of 
the  opinion  above  expressed. — £d. 

To  W.  H.  MACNAGHTEN,  Esq. 

Secy,  to  the  Govt,  of  India,  Fort  William. 

SlB, 

I  cannot  deny  myself  the  gratification  of  forward- 
ing for  submission  to  Government,  a  copy  of  one  of  the 
replies  to  my  Circular  Letter  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of 
nil  the  Native  Regiments  in  the  Bengal  Army,  written  for 
the  purpose  of  ascerUining  the  result  of  onr  operations  aa  far 
as  regards  the  security  of  the  roads  to  our  Native  troops, 
going  on  and  returning  from  furlongh. 


igtizedoy  Google 


(     42     ) 

all  our  efforts  unless  some  special  measure  be 
adopted  by  Goveroment  for  the  suppression  (^ 

"With  tho  exception  of  the  provinces  into  wbich  oor  ope* 
rations  have  not  extended,  all  the  Retnros  yet  received 
exhibit  the  same  satisfactory  resnlts. 

I  have.  Sec.  &c. 
(Signed)  W.  U.  SLEEMAN.  Gen.  Shtpt. 

Camp  Dkammee,  Gat,  SMpt.'t  \ 
Office,  the  4th  Dec.,  1S35.    J 

JUhow,  24th  ifoeember,  1835. 
6m, 

I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  yon  that  the  whole  of 
the  Native  Commissioned  and  Non- Commissioned  Offioera, 
Drnmmera  and  Sepoys  of  the  Regiment  ander  my  command, 
have  rejoined  from  general  leave  of  absence,  with  exception 
of  two,  who  are  reported  sick  and  in  hospital. 

I  hftve  also  much  pleasure  in  mentioning  that  not  a  man  of 
this  corps  has  been  missing  for  the  last  fonr  or  five  years, 
and  such  is  the  safe  state  of  the  roads  now,  that  1  have  sent 
two  servants  twice  from  hence  to  Rewah  and  Cawnpore,  and 
once  from  Saiigor  to  Rewah  in  1832,  and  ihey  met  with  no 
annoyance;  and  so  ohanged  are  the  natives  that  one  or  two 
will  now  most  willingly  proceed  from  hence  ob  any  duty 
without  the  least  fear  of  Thugs;  whereas  in  1829-30  when 
BUtioned  at  Sanger,  no  number  under  20  or  30  and  well 
arwud,  could  venture  a  couple  of  miles  from  cantonment. 
I  have,  &o,  SiC, 
(Signed)  J.  S.  MACLAREN,  Mttj^-. 

{^ommMtdng  I6tk  Segimemt. 
T»  yr.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Gen.  Supt.,  JiAulpore. 
(Tn»  Copy) 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN,  Gtn.  Supt. 
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their  ByBtem,  and  we  have,  to  promote  its  buccc8B» 
a  combioatioa  of  circumstances  almost  too  favor* 
able  to  be  hoped  for.  They  are  supposed  to  be 
between  two  and  three  hundred,  and  to  employ 
about  twenty  boats,  which  pass  up  and  down  the 
Ganges  during  the  months  of  November,  Decem- 
ber, January,  and  February.  Each  boat  is 
provided  with  a  crew  of  about  fourteen  persons, 
all  Thugs,  but  employed  in  different  capacities. 
Some  are  employed  in  pulling  the  boat  along  by 
a  rope,  and  appear  like  the  dandies  or  rowers 
and  pullers  of  ordinary  boats ;  some  as  Sotktts, 
or  inv^^ers,  follow  the  boats  along  the  roads 
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that  run  parallel  with  the  river,  and  by  Tarions 
arts  prevail  upon  travellers  to  embark  as  passen- 
gers on  board  their  boats,'  where  they  find  many 
Thugs  well  dressed  and  of  the  most  respectable 
appearance,  pretending  to  be  going  on  or  return- 
ing from  a  pilgrimage  to  the  holy  places  of 
Guya,  Benares,  Allahabad,  &c.  These  are  the 
stranglerB  and  their  assistants,  who  on  a  signal 
given  by  Iheman  at  the  helm  on  deck  (Sykureea), 
strangle  the  travellers,  break  their  back  bones 
and  push  them  out  of  a  window  in  the  side  into 
the  river.  Each  boat  has  one  of  these  windows 
on  each  side,  and  they  are  thrust  out  of  that 
facing  the  river. 

26.  Several  boats  belonging  to  the  same 
association  follow  each  other  at  the  distance 
of  from  four  to  six  miles,  and  when  the  tra- 
vellers show  any  signs  of  disliking  or  dis- 
trusting the  inveigler  of  one,  or  any  disincli- 
nation to  embark  at  the  ghat  where  his  boat 
is  to  be  found,  the  inveigler  of  the  one  in 
advance  learns  it  by  signs  from  the  other,  as 
he  and  the  travellers  overtake  him.  The  new 
inveigler  gets  into  conversation  with  the  travel- 
lers, and  pretends  to  dislike  the  appearance  of 
the  first,  who  in  his  turn,  pretends  to  be  afraid 
of  the  new  one,  and  lags  behind,  while  the  new 
man  and  the  travellers  congratulate  each  other 
on  having  shaken  off  so  suspicious  a  character. 
These  men  never  shed  blood,  and  if  any  drop 
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touch  them  they  must  return  and  offer  sacrificea 
of  some  kind  or  other.  They  never  keep  any 
article  that  can  lead  to  saspicion,  as  their  boats 
are  constantly  liable  to  be  searched  by  the 
custom-house  officers.  Nothing  I  belieTe  could 
tempt  them  to  murder  a  woman.  This  class  con- 
tain Mahommudans  and  Hindoos  of  all  casts,  and 
they  go  up  the  river  Ganges  as  far  as  Benares, 
and  sometimes  even  as  far  as  Cawnpore  it  is 
said ;  and  they  carry  on  their  depredations  as 
well  going  down  as  coming  up  the  river.  The 
Lodahas,  Moteeas,  and  Jumaldehee  Thugs,  who 
reside  in  Behar  and  Bengal,  are  all  acquainted 
with  them,  as  the  principal  scene  of  their  opera- 
tions is  along  the  banks  of  the  GEUiges  and  other 
large  rivers  into  which  they  throw  the  bodies 
of  their  victims.  Their  resting  places  or  Tha- 
pas,  are  almost  always  upon  the  banks  of 
these  rivers,  where  the  large  and  most  frequent- 
ed roads  approach  nearest  to  them  ;  and  there 
they  remain  for  a  long  time  t<^ether,  destroying 
such  travellers  as  they  can  persuade  to  spend 
the  night  with  them.  When  they  fall  in  with 
the  boats,  and  see  a  chance  of  a  good  prize, 
some  of  the  members  of  their  gang  go  on  board 
and  assist  in  the  murder  ;  and  the  whole  gang 
shares  equally  with  that  of  the  boatmen  in  the 
spoil. 

27.     Our  present  plan  of  operations  for  the 
suppression  of  this  system  commenced  with  the 
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arrest  of  a  large  gang  from  Hindoostan  on  ita 
Tetum  from  an  expedition  into  the  Duckun  by 
Captain,  now  Major  Borthwick,  Political  Agent 
at  Mafaidpore  ;*  and  that  of  another  by  me  in 
Bhopaul  in  the  beginning  of  1830.t  These 
arrests  were  attended  by  a  combination  of  cir- 

*  Major  Borthwick,  on  the  Tth  of  November  18S1,  tccom- 
puiied  hy  CaptaJD  HcHabon  and  a  party  of  two  faandred  trf 
th«  Jowra  Cavalry  Contingant,  mado  a  night  maroh  of  thirty 
uiles,  and  arreated  an  entire  gang  of  farty-aix  of  theae  mor- 
derera,  with  property  to  the  value  of  abont  twelve  thonsand 
rnpeea,  which  Ihey  had  brought  borne  from  a  recent  expedi- 
tion in  which  they  had  murdered  a  great  many  peraoiu.  Hia 
exertions  in  the  canae  htve  been  nnwearied,  and  eminently 
raooeaafal,  and  (he  gangs  of  Western  Malwa  have  been 
almost  entirely  extirpated  by  his  means.— iSee  Appendix  X, 

t  A  gang  of  one  hundred  and  five  was  arrested  by  Mr, 
Molony  as  they  were  crossing  the  valley  of  the  Nerbndda 
from  the  Dneknn  after  the  Locknadown  mnrdera  in  1833. 
The  bodies  of  the  murdered  people  were  pointed  ont  and 
taken  np  at  the  time,  but  the  death  of  Ur.  Molony  and 
other  ciroomstanceB  deferred  the  trial  till  1S30.  Another 
large  gang  was  arrested  on  its  return  from  the  Duckun  over 
the  same  road  by  Captain  Wardlow  in  1826,  and  sent  to  Mr. 
C.  Fraser  at  Jubalpore.  Be  had  the  bodies  of  a  great 
number  of  people  whom  they  had  murdered  along  the  road 
disinterred  i  and  having  committed  the  case  for  trial  to  Mr. 
Wilder,  then  Agent  of  the  Govenior  General  at  Jnbulpore, 
they  were  all  convicted,  and  punished.  Another  was  seized 
by  Major  Henley  at  Bhopsnl;  and  these  several  selnrea 
nay  be  considered  as  having  laid  the  foundation  of  the  sub- 
aequent  proceedings  in  having  furnished  aocdi  aomennu 
•oarcei  of  iafDrmatum. 
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cnmstances  60  fortunate,  that  a  mEtn  might  con- 
sider them  as  providential  without  expostDg 
himself  to  the  charge  of  superstition.  The 
feelings  of  every  one  whose  feelings  were  of  any 
importance  to  the  cause,  from  the  Governor 
General  Lord  Wm.  Bentinck  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  Council,  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  to  the 
humblest  individual,  seemed  to  be  deeply  and 
Bimultaneously  interested  in  promoting  its  suc- 
cess. Colonel  Stewart,  who  was  at  the  time 
the  representative  of  the  Crovemment  at  the  . 
Court  of  Indore,  tried  the  gang  arrested  by 
Captain  Borthwick,  under  instructions  from 
the  Supreme  Government ;  and  he  long  after- 
wards declared  "  that  he  considered  the  share  he 
"  had  had  in  bringing  these  men  to  punishment 
"  as  by  far  the  most  useful  part  of  his  public 
"  life,"  though  few  men  in  India  have,  I  believe, 
had  a  more  useful  career.  Mr.  Smith,  who  was 
the  Governor  General's  representative  in  the 
jSaugoT  and  Nerbudda  Terntoriea,  has  felt  the 
Mune  with  regard  to  his  share  in  bringing  the 
other  gangs  to  punishment. 

28.  The  Government  obswved  upon  the  trial 
of  the  Mahidpore  gang — 

"  These  murders  having  been  perpetrated  in 
**  territories  belonging  to  various  native  chiefs, 
"  and  the  perpetrators  being  inhabitants  of 
*'  various  districts  belonging  to  different  antho- 
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"  rities,  there  is  no  chief  in  particular,  to  whom 
"  we  could  dehver  them  for  punishment,  as  their 
"  sovereign,  or  as  the  prince  of  the  territory  in 
"  which  the  crime  had  heen  committed." 

"  The  hand  of  these  inhuman  monsters  heing 
"  against  every  one,  and  there  being  no  country 
*'  within  the  range  of  their  annual  excursions 
"  from  Bundelcund  to  Guzerat  in  which  they 
"  have  not  committed  murder,  it  appears  to  His 
"  Lordship  in  Council,  that  they  may  be  consi- 
"  dered  like  pirates,  to  be  placed  without  the 
"  pale  of  social  law,  and  be  subjected  to  condign 
"  punishment  by  whatever  authority  they  may 
"  be  seized  and  convicted."* 

29.  It  ia  a  principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
recognized  I  believe  by  every  civilized  people, 
that  assassins  by  profession  shall  find  in  no 
country  a  sanctuary,  but  shall  every  where  be 
delivered  up  to  the  Sovereign  who  reclaims  them 
and  in  whose  dominions  they  have  perpetrated 
their  crimes  ;  and  as  the  crimes  of  these  assas- 
sins are  never  confined  to  the  country  in  which 
they  reside,  and  as  every  country  in  India  must 
now  be  considered  as  under  the  protection  of 

*  See  Mr.  Secretary  Sniaton'a  letter  to  Colonel  Stewart 
of  the  23d  October  1820.  To  few  men  is  the  success  which 
has  attended  these  operations  more  attribatable  than  to  Mr. 
George  Swiuton,  who  wa*  thcB  Chief  Secretary  to  Gorani- 
meut  and  ia  now  in  Eiiropo. 
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the  Supreme  GoTemment  in  Ewme  relation  or 
other,  that  Government  very  properly  under- 
took the  duty  which  seemed  to  be  imposed  upon 
it  by  the  laws  of  humanity  and  of  nations,  and 
determined  to  reclaim  them  from  every  State  in' 
which  they  might  seek  shelter.'* 

30.  Unhappily  there  are  in  India  few  native 
chiefs  who  have  any  great  feelii^  of  sympathy 
even  with  the  inhabitants  of  their  own  territories 
beyond  their  own  family  or  clan,  or  any  parti- 
calar  desire  to  protect  them  from  the  robber  or 

*  "  Althoagfa  tlie  jastice  of  etch  nation  ongbt  in  genwal 
"  to  be  confined  to  the  pnniahment  of  crimes  committed  in 
"  its  own  territories,  we  ought  to  except  from  this  mle 
"  those  vilUina,  who  by  the  natnre  and  habitnal  freqaenoy 
"  of  their  crimes  violate  all  public  security,  and  declare 
"  themselvea  the  enemies  of  the  hnman  race.  Poisonera, 
"  assassins,  and  incendiaries  by  profession,  may  be  exter* 
"  minated  wherever  they  are  seised  :  for  they  attack  and 
"  injnre  all  nations,  by  trampling  under  foot  the  fonnda- 
"  tions  of  their  common  safety.  Thus  pirates  are  sent  to 
"  the  gibbet  by  the  first  into  whose  hands  they  fall.  If  the 
"  sovereign  of  the  country  where  crimes  of  that  nature  have 
*'  been  committed,  reclaims  the  perpetrators  of  them  in 
"  order  to  bring  them  to  punishment,  they  ought  to  be  sur- 
"  rendered  to  him,  as  being  the  person  who  is  principally 
"  interested  in  punishing  them  in  an  exemplary  mannef. 
"  And  as  it  is  proper  to  have  crimiaals  regularly  convicted 
"  by  a  trial  in  due  form  of  law,  this  is  a  second  reason  for 
**  delivering  up  malefactors  of  that  class  to  the  States  wher« 
"  theircrimeshavebeen committed. —CaKcr*  LawofNatun 
mrf  NatiMu,  Book  I.  Chap.  19. 
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Uie  assassin  ;  and  no  instance  can  I  believe  be 
found  of  one  extending  bis  sympathies  or  hia 
charities  to  the  people  of  any  other  territory. 
They  have,  however,  all  a  feeling  of  strong  pride 
in  claiming  for  their  own  territory  the  privilege 
of  a  sanctuary  for  the  robbers  aud  assassins  of 
all  other  territories  ;  while  their  public  officers  of 
every  description  and  landholders  of  every  degree 
convert  this  privilege,  when  conceded  to  their 
diiefs,  into  a  source  of  revenue  for  themselves. 

31.  From  the  time  that  our  government 
assumed,  under  the  Marquis  of  Hastings,  its 
true  and  dignified  position  as  the  protector  of 
the  society  of  India  generally  against  the  savage 
inroads  of  the  Pindary  hordes,  the  native 
chiefs  considered  themselves  as  standing,  with 
r^ard  to  us,  in  a  relation  entirely  new ;  and 
bound  to  obey  our  call  for  aid  and  support  in 
the  suppression  of  any  system  prejudicial  to  the 
general  interest  and  welfare  of  the  community. 
They  all  knew  that  this  system  of  merciless  and 
indiscriminate  assassination  was  still  more  gene- 
ral than  that  of  the  Piodaries,  that  it  was  the 
growth  of  ages,  extended  all  over  India,  and 
being  founded  in  the  faith  of  religious  ordinance 
and  dispensation,  had  become  so  deeply  rooted 
in  the  soil,  that  nothing  but  the  interposition,. 
under  providence,  of  the  Supreme  Government, 
and  the  acquiescence,  support  and  co-operation 
of  all  its  dependent  chiefs,  could  possibly  extir- 
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pate  it.  But,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Pindaries^ 
many  of  these  native  chiefe  or  their  officers 
and  landholders,  neTerthetesa  sacrificed  with 
reluctance,  the  revenues  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  deriving  from  these  people,  and  with  still 
more  the  pride  of  being  thought  able  to  afford 
to  them  that  asylum  which  others  were  obliged 
to  deny,  and  consequently,  the  rqmtation  of 
being  able  to  refuse  with  impunity  an  acquies- 
c^ice  which  others  were  obliged  to  concede  to 
the  Supreme  Government ;  and  such  men  avail- 
ed themselves  with  avidity  of  the  indolence,  or 
indifference  of  the  European  functionaries  by 
whom  our  Government  happened  to  be  represent- 
ed. Happily  they  have  been  very  rare,  and 
the  obstacles  which  they  have  caused  very  few ; 
while  the  instances  of  the  cordial,  zealous,  and 
active  co-operation  of  such  functionaries  have 
been  very  numerous.* 

32.    But  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  evil 
has  prevailed  in  our  own  provinces  as  much  as 

*  tn  addition  to  the  Politioal  fanclionkries  already  named 
Ithonld  name  as  having  given  ns  their  cardial  support  and 
valuable  hid — The  Honorable  R.  Cavendish  as  Resident  at 
the  Coort  of  Owalior ;  Major  Alves  as  Political  Agent  in 
Bhopaul  and  Agent  in  Rajpootana ;  Colonel  Spiers  as  Acting 
Agent  in  Rajpootana  and  Political  Agent  at  Xeftmuch ;  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  Political  Agent  in  Bhopanl ;  CapUm  Wade,  - 
Political  Agent  at  Lodbeeana;  Mr.  Grame  and  Colonel 
Briggs,  Residents  at  the  Court  of  Nagpore  :  Captains  Robtn- 
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ia  Natire  States ;  and  if  I  were  called  upon  to 
state  any  single  cause  which  has  operated  more 
than  any  other  to  promote  its  extension,  I  should 
say  it  was  the  illogical  application  in  practice 
of  the  maxim,  "  that  it  is  better  ten  guilty  men 
*'  should  escape  than  that  one  innocent  man 
•'  should  stiver."  It  is  no  doubt  better  that  tea 
guilty  men  should  escape  the  punishment  of  death, 
and  all  the  eternal  consequences  which  may 
result  from  it,  than  that  one  innocent  man  should 
suffer  thfit  punishment ;  but  it  is  no£  better  that 
ten  assassins  by  profession  should  escape,  and 
be  left  freely  and  impudently  to  follow  every 
where  their  murderous  trade  than  that  one  inno- 
cent man  should  st^er  the  in^onvetiience  of  tempo- 
rary restraint;  and  wherever  tlie  maxim  has 
been  so  understood  and  acted  upon  the  innocent 
have  been  necessarily  punished  for  the  guilty. 
In  a  country  like  India,  abounding  in  associations 
of  this  kind,  and  with  every  facility  they  could 
desire  to  promote  their  success,  and  with  little 
communion  of  thought  or  feeling  between  the 
governing  and  the  governed,  the  necessity  of 
proseeutir^  gang  robbers  and  murderers  with 
such  a  maxim  so  understood  and  acted  upon. 


■on  and  Jobuitone  is  AisisUnts  and  OfEcialiDg;  Ite^idents  at 
tlie  Court  of  Holcar;  Mr.  William*  and  Colonel  Kalfoar  at 
Baroda  ;  Major  Ross,  Polilioal  Agont  at  KoU  ;  and  ihoagh 
last  not  least  Mr.  Ainslie  and  Mr.  Itegbie  as  Agents  to 
tbo  Gorernor  Ganeral  at  Bandelcao<l. 
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is  often  found  to  be  a  greater  source  of  eril  to 
the  families  and  village  communities  who  have 
suffered  than  the  robbers  and  murderers  them- 
selves ;  for  the  probability  is  always  in  favor  of 
the  criminala  being  released,  however  notorious 
their  character  and  guilt  to  wreak  their  ven- 
geance upon  them  at  their  leisure,  after  the 
innocent  and  the  sufferers  have  been  ruined  by 
the  loss  of  time  and  labour  wasted  in  attendance 
upon  the  Giurts  to  give  unavailing  evidence. 

33.  It  is  a  maxim  with  these  assassins  that 
"  dead  men  tell  no  tales,"  and  upon  this  maxim 
they  invariably  act.  They  permit  no  living 
witness  to  their  crimes  to  esca];>e,  and  therefore 
never  attempt  the  murder  of  any  party  until 
they  can  feel  secure  of  being  able  to  murder  the 
whole.  They  will  travel  with  a  party  of  unsus- 
pecting travellers  for  days,  and  even  weeks 
together,  eat  with  them,  sleep  with  them,  attend 
divine  worship  with  them  at  the  holy  shrines  on 
the  road,  and  live  with  them  in  the  closet  terms 
of  intimacy  till  they  find  time  and  place  suitable 
for  the  murder  of  the  whole.  Having  in  the 
course  of  ages  matured  a  system  by  which  the 
attainment  of  any  other  direct  evidence  to  their 
guilt  is  rendered  almost  impossible,  they  bind 
each  other  to  secresy  by  the  most  sacred  oaths 
that  their  superstition  can  afford  ;  and  such 
associations  never  desire  from  any  government  a 
clearer  Ucenne '  to   their  merciless  depredations 
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than  a  copy  of  the  rule,  *'  that  the  testimony  of 
"  any  number  of  confessing  prisoners  shall  not 
'*  be  considered  a  sufficient  ground  to  authorize 
"  the  detention  of  their  associates  ;"  for  if  the 
confessing  prisoners  escape  the  laws  of  the 
country,  they  are  put  to  death  by  the  laws  of 
the  association.  To  suppress  associations  of  this 
kind  in  such  a  country  and  such  a  society  as 
those  of  India,  a  departure  from  rules  like  these, 
howerer  suitable  to  ordinary  times  and  circum- 
stances, and  to  a  more  advanced  and  a  more 
rational  system  of  society,  becomes  indispensa- 
bly necessary  ;  and  as  they  hare  matured  their 
system  to  deprive  all  governments  of  every  other 
kind  of  direct  evidence  to  their  guilt  but  the  testi- 
mony of  their  associates,  it  behoves  all  Govern- 
ments, in  order  to  relieve  society  from  so  intoler- 
able an  evil,  to  mature  another  by  which  their 
testimonies  shall  be  rendered  eSTectual  for  their 
conviction  without  endangering  the  safety  of  the 
innocent.*   This  I  hope  has  now  been  done,  but 

*  In  the  view  here  given  of  the  system,  and  of  the  inade- 
qnacy  of  the  ordinary  tribnnals,  nnder  the  ordinary  rales  of 
procedure,  to  rappreis  it,  I  have  no  donbt  that  every  sensible 
Magistrate  in  India  will  coincide.  The  very  able  Magistrate  of 
Chittoor  ia  his  letter  of  the  6th  December  1809,  states  para. 
11th,  "  It  is  only  necessary  to  consider  the  habits  of  the 
"  Faseegara  to  be  convinced  of  the  extreme  diGBoalty  of  disco- 
"  TeriugandcoDvictingthem.andhow  inadequate  the  ordinary 
"  measures  of  police  and  the  operation  of  the  present  laws  are 
"  foreffecting  those  objects.  ThesceneoftKeircrimesisalwaya 
"  oatof  their  own  district,  and  seldom  witbio  thirty  mile*  of 
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it  can  never  be  rendered  so  perfect  as  not  to 
depend  in  some  measure  upon  the  personal 
character  of  the  officers  entrusted  with  its  super- 
intendence. There  is  no  duty  which  requires 
higher  qualifications  for  its  proper  discharge ; 
and  if  these  qualifications  be  not  considered  a 


"  their  usual  places  of  abode :  they  are  sometimes  absent 
"  from  their  homes  for  several  moDths  together,  and  take 
"  journeys  of  many  hnndred  miles  :  their  victims  are  gene- 
"  rally  TraTellers  with  whose  circumstances  tbey  become 
"  acquainted  at  public  choultries  :  tbey  frequently  change 
"  their  names  and  sometimes  go  by  several  names,  the  better 
"  to  prevent  detection  :  they  murder  their  victims  at  a  dis- 
"  tance  from  towns  or  large  villages,  in  pnblic  roads  leading 
"  through  jungles,  or  nnoaltivated  land  in  which  they  bury 
*'  their  bodies :  they  sometimes  take  with  them  some  of  their 
"  children  (boys  under  twelve  years  of  age)  the  less  to  attract 
"  nodoe  and  suapieion ;  the  head  mao  of  the  gang  sometimes 
"  rides  on  a  horse,  and  they  have  generally  with  them  some 
"  Bnlloclcs  or  Tattoo  Ponies  to  carry  the  plundered  pro- 
"  perty;  and  by  these  means  they  more  readily  pass  for 
"  merchants,  the  character  they  frequently  assume.  A  gang 
**  is  always  sufficiently  numerous  to  allow  of  several  persons 
"  belonging  to  it  being  stationed  at  a  riiort  distance  from  the 
"  places  where  their  victims  are  put  to  death,  to  give  alarm 
"  in  case  of  the  approach  of  danger  ;  and  they  never  commit 
"  a  robbery  unaccompanied  with  murder  :  they  first  strangle 
"  their  victims  and  then  plunder  them." 

To  the  causes  above  stated  I  may  add  the  perpetual  changes 
■n  the  magistracy  of  districts,  inseparable  from  our  scheme  of 
civil  administration,  which  prevent  any  one  from  becoming 
well  acquainted  with  the  character  and  circumstances  of  the 
people,  and  from  feeliog  any  desire  to  be  so. 


Dig  lizeaoy  Google 


(     66     ) 

point  of  paraiAount  importance  in  Uie  nomination 
of  officers  to  the  department,  Government  will 
certainly  not  do  its  duty  to  the  society. 

34.  The  trial  of  these  people  for  murders 
perpetrated  in  the  Hydrabad  and  Indore  domi- 
nions, was  with  the  consent  of  the  Nizam  and 
Holcar  Governments,  made  over  to  the  British 
Residents  at  their  respective  Courts,  but  subject 
to  the  revision  and  final  orders  of  the  Supreme 
Government.  That  of  those  charged  with  mur- 
ders perpetrated  in  the  Oude  territory,  has,  with 
the  consent  of  the  King,  been  made  over  to  the 
Resident  at  that  Court.  The  trial  of  those 
chained  with  murders  perpetrated  in  any  other 
territory,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  districts  in 
which  our  Regulations  are  in  force,  was  made 
over  to  the  Grovemor  General's  Agent  in  the 
Saugor  and  Nurbudda  territories,  who  has  since 
for  the  time  been  entrusted,  for  special  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Resident  and  approved  by 
Government,  with  the  trial  of  those  charged  with 
the  murders  in  the  Hydrabad  territories  also. 

35.  Thugs  charged  with  murders  perpetrated 
in  the  districts  where  our  Regulations  are  in  force 
were  to  be  made  over  for  trial  to  the  regular 
tribunals  ;  but,  with  the  sanction  of  Government 
previously  obtained  in  any  particular  case,  the 
venue  might  be  changed  from  the  Court  of  any 
one  district  to  that  of  another,  or  to  that  of  the 
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Special  Commissioner  for  the  whole,  Mr.  Stock- 
veil,  then  Commissioner  of  the  Allahabad  Divi- 
eion,  who  consented  to  undertake  that  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties,  and  who  conducted,  in  that 
capacity,  the  trial  of  one  of  our  most  interesting 
and  important  cases  committed  to  him  by  Mr. 
WUson. 

36.  When  I  first  undertook  the  duty  of  super- 
intending the  operation  for  the  arrest  of  these 
gangs,  and  of  collecting  the  eridence  for  the  cases 
in  which  they  were  to  be  committed  for  trial,  the 
most  laborious  and  painful  that  I  have  ever  per- 
formed, I  had  the  civil  charge  of  the  district  of 
Jubulpore  on  the  Nurbudda  river.  As  that  of 
Saugor  was  more  central,  and  consequently  more 
eligible,  I  was  in  January  1831  transferred  to  the 
civil  charge  of  that  district  during  the  absence  of 
Mr.  C.  Fraser  on  sick  leave  to  the  hills.  On  his 
return  in  January  1832  he  resumed  chaise  of  the 
revenue  and  civil  duties,  and  left  me  the  criminal, 
which  I  continued  to  discharge  till  January  1835, 
while  Captain  Low  continued  to  officiate  for  me 
in  the  civil  charge  of  the  Jubulpore  district.  By 
the  resolution  of  Government  of  the  10th  January 
1835  my  head-quarters  were  transferred  back 
to  Jubulpore  ;  and  having  the  general  superin- 
tendence of  all  proceedings  preliminary  to  trial 
over  the  whole  field  of  our  operations,  which 
had  now  extended  from  Lahore  to  the  Camatic, 
I  was  relieved  from  every  other  charge. 
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37.  la  May  1832  Captaia  Reynolds  was  ap- 
pointed to  superintend  our  operations  south  of 
the  Nurhudda.*  In  September  1832  Mr.  Wil- 
son was  appointed  to  superintend  those  between 
the  Ganges  and  the  Jumna  ;t  and  in  February 
1833,  Mr.  McLeod  was  appointed  to  superintend 
those  in  Rajpootana,  Malwa,  and  the  Delhi  ter- 
ritories 4  and  three  officers  with  higher  quali- 
fications, for  the  very  delicate  and  responsible 
duty  in  their  respective  spheres  of  action  could 
not,  I  believe,  have  been  any  where  found. 

On  the  lOtb  of  January  1835  Lieutenant 
Briggs,  a  very  active  and  intelligent  officer,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  McLeod  in  Malwa  and 
Rajpootana,  and  Lieutenant  Elwall,  an  officer 
equally  well  qualified,  was  appointed  to  assist 
Captain  Reynolds  south  of  the  Nurbudda  ;  and 
Captain  Paton,  Assistant  to  the  Resident  at  the 
Court  of  Lucknow,  was  withdrawn  from  the 
general  duties  of  the  Residency  that  he  might 
afford  his  valuable  aid  exclusively  to  this 
department  in  Oude. 

38.  In  March  1831  a  tuman  or  company  of 
Nujeebs^  was  added  to  the  Jubulpore  local  police 

*  12thM«rl832.      f  14Ui  Sep.  1833.      :  Slat  Feb.  1833. 

S  19tb  March  1835,  1  Tomaodar  30:  1  Naeb  ditto  IS; 
S  Dnfadara  80;  8S  Nnjecbs  425;  1  HoUndea  10;  1 
Behishtee  4> 
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corps,  exclusively  for  employment  under  me  in 
this  duty ;  and  in  April  another  company  was 
added  to  the  same  corps  for  employment  under 
Captain  Reynolds,  south  of  the  Nurbudda.*  The 
officer. commanding  the  Saugor  BiTision,  Bri- 
gadier General  O'Halloran,  anxious  to  afford  his 
aid  in  promoting  the  success  of  an  undertaking 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  society  of  India 
generally  and  to  the  native  army  in  particular, 
had  given  me  the  services  of  a  detachment, 
under  the  command  of  an  excellent  native 
officer  Rustum  Khan,t  in  Bundlecund ;  and  Bri- 
gadier General  Smith,  since  he  succeeded  to  the 
command,  has  been  equally  anxious  to  afford 
his  aid  on  all  proper  occasions.  In  July  1833, 
when  our  means  had  become  inadequate  for  the 
vast  field  over  which  our  operations  extended, 
Messieurs  Wilson  and   McLeod   were,    under 


•  27tli  April  1835,  of  the  same  strength  as  above. 

By  retaiDins  charge  of  the  criminat  department  at 
Saugor,  1  bad  the  auisUtice  of  the  district  police  for  oar 
operations  ;  and  that  of  a  Bisalah  (troop)  of  Captain  now 
Major  C.  Smyth's  excellent  corps  of  local  horse,  to  whose 
exertions  I  feci  myself  greatly    indebted. 

■t  Rnstam  Khan,  Snbabdsr  Major  of  the  71sl  Regiment 
7f atife  Infantry,  was  afterwards  sent  by  me  to  assist  Captain 
Paton  in  Oade,  where  his  serriceshave  been  again  eminently 
naeful. 
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instructions  from  GoTemment,*  allowed  by  tho 
officers  commanding  the  Divisions  in  which  they 
were  employed  each  a  detachmeat  of  forty  r^;u- 
lar  sipahees  under  a  native  commissioned  officer, 
and  twenty  troopers  from  the  corps  of  local 
horse  under  a  Dufadar. 

39.  Knowing  how  many  of  their  comrades 
used  annually  to  be  murdered  by  these  assas- 
sins oa  their  way  home  to  their  families  on 
furlough,  the  pursuit  after  them  is  a  duty 
which  these  regular  sipahees  very  cheerfully 
perform,  and  are  indeed  extremely  proud  of; 
and  as  the  knowledge  which  they  acquire 
in  the  course  of  its  discharge  of  their  mode 
of  inveigling  and  destroying  travellers  is  com- 
municated to  all  the  men  of  their  regiments 
when  they  rejoin,  their  employment  on  this 
has  been  unquestionably  and  will  continue  to  be 
of  great  advantage  to  the  whole  native  army. 

40.  Thus  far  our  highest  political  func- 
tionaries have  afforded  their  aid  in  the  arrest 
and  the  trial  of  these  criminals  cheerfully  and 
gratuitously.  Colonel  Stewart,  Mr.  Wellesley, 
Mr.    Martin    and   Mr.  Bax   successively    at 

*  40  Sipaheet  aoder  K  natire  Commis>ioiiei]  Offioer;  20 
Sovars  under  a  Dufadar  for  each  of  thosft  two  geatleueD. 
Sea  prooeedinga  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  S8th 
Jane  1839. 
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lodore.  Colonel  Stewwi;  again  at  Hydrabad,  and 
Mr.  F.  C.  Smith  in  the  more  laborious  office  of 
the  Sailor  and  Nurbudda  Agency  ;  and  proud 
indeed  might  any  man  feel,  however  exalted 
his  station,  to  be  able  to  contribute  hia  aid  to 
the  great  work  of  relieving  a  society  of  one 
hundred  millions  of  his  fellow  creatures  from  an 
eril  BO  great,  and  so  calculated  from  its  charac- 
ter, and  that  of  the  deluded  people  among 
whom  it  has  fallen  to  penetrate  and  poison 
every  source  of  confidence  and  security  between 
man  and  man.  > 

41,  Among  the  people  of  India  almost  every 
man  is  married  as  soon  as  he  has  attained  the 
proper  ^e,  and  his  parents  can  afford  theexpenses 
of  the  marriage  ceremonies.  The  younger  sons  of 
poor  but  respectable  families  seek  employment 
in  distant  public  establishments,  Civil  or  Mili< 
tary,  while  their  wives  and  children  remain 
united  with  the  family  under  the  care  of  their 
father  or  their  elder  brother,  and  the  ties  of 
duty  and  affection  between  them  and  thei^ 
parents  are  never  broken  or  impaired  by  any 
length  of  absence,  or  any  new  interests  or  con- 
nexions. During  their  absence  these  sons  sub-' 
ject  themselves  to  all  kinds  of  privations  in 
order  that  they  may  be  able  to  send  home  the 
largest  possible  share  of  their  incomes  ;  an4 
derive  their  greatest  happiness  from  the  hope  of 
remming  occasionally  and  enjoying  for  short 
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and  distant  intervals,  the  society  of  their  fami- 
lies thus  united  and  bound  together  by  ties  so 
amiable.  If  any  die  their  widows  and  children 
still  remain  with  the  family,  and  are  maintained 
by  the  survivors  ;  and  all  "  delight  to  honor" 
the  widow  who  honors  the  memory  of  her 
deceased  husband.  It  is  upon  such  families, 
who  are  to  be  found  in  almost  every  town  in 
India,  that  the  evil  of  this  system  of  assassina- 
tion presses  most  heavily*.  If  the  absent  mem- 
bers do  not  return  at  the  time  they  are  expected, 
others  proceed  in  search  of  them  ;  and  since  I 

*  Dr.  Sherwood  in  his  valuable  P&pon  written  at  Madras, 
in  1816,  oluerves — 

"  While  Enropeaas  have  jonrneyed  throngh  the  extensive 
"  Territories  subject  to  the  Government  of  Fort  Saiot 
"  George,  with  a  degree  of  security  no  where  sarpassed,  the 
"path  of  the  Native  Traveller  has  been  beset  with  perils 
"  little  known  or  snspected,  into  which,  nnmbers  annaallf 
"  falling,  have  mysterionsly  disappeared,  the  victims  of 
"  villains  as  subtle,  rapacious,  and  omel,  as  any  who  are  to 
"  be  met  with  in  the  records  of  human  depravity.  There  is 
"  no  reason  to  believe  that  Europeans  were  aware  of  the 
*'  existence  of  snch  criminals  as  Phaniigart,  until  shortly 
"  after  the  conquest  of  Seringapatan  in  1799,  when  about  a 
"  hundred  were  apprehended  in  the  vicinity  of  Bangalore. 
"  They  did  not  engage  general  attention,  nor  would  it  appear 
"  they  were  suspected  to  belong  to  a  distint  class  of  here- 
"  ditary  murderers  and  plunderers  settled  in  various  parts 
"  of  India,  and  alike  remarkable  for  the  aingnlarity  of  their 
<■  practice,  and  the  extent  of  their  depredations.  In  the 
"  year  1807,  between  Chittoor  and  Arcol,  several  Phanngan 
•■  were  apprehended  belonging  to  a  gang  which  had  juat 
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undertook  this  duty  numbers  have  flocked  to 
me  to  enquire  after  the  fate  of  those  irbom  they 
had  long  lost.  Often  in  my  court  have  I  seen 
them  listening  with  unobtrusiTe  grief  to  a  cir- 
cumstantial detail  of  the  murder  of  their  parents, 
brothers  or  children  from  the  mouths  of  these 
cold-blooded  and  merciless  assassins,  while  the 
tears  stole  down  their  cheeks ;  and  taking  from 
my  stores  of  recovered  property  some  sad^token 
in  arms,  dress,  or  ornaments,  of  the  melancholy 
truth  to  take  home  to  the  widows  and  children 
of  the  murdered,  who  might  otherwise  doubt 
their  tale  of  sorrow,  and  entertain  some  linger- 
jng  but  unaviuling  hope  of  their  return.* 

42.  Should  it  be  thought  necessary  I  may 
perhaps  hereafter  give  a  more  connected  history 
of  the  system  and  of  our  operations  of  its  sup- 

"  retnmecl.ladeiiwitlibootyfroinan  expedition  to  Travancore, 
"  and  iDformatioD  was  tben  obtained,  wLich  ultimately  led 
"  to  the  derelopement  of  the  habits  and  combinations  of 
"  these  atrocioDB  delinqaents." 

'  *  In  January  1831,  a  small  gang  was  arrested  and  brought 
in  to  me  at  Sanger.  One  t^  the  approvers,  in  deposing  to  the 
identity  of  one,  mentioned  that  be  had  then  on  him  unaltered 
the  rest  which  they  had  taken  some  time  before  from  Pur- 
tapa,  a  man  whom  they  had  murdered  with  his  friend  at  the 
6oU  pass,  on  their  way  from  Indore  to  Bhopaul.  I  hail  it 
taken  off  and  sent  immediately  by  tiie  letter  dawk  to  th« 
Resident  at  Indore,  Mr.  Wellesley.  He  was  absent,  but 
Captain  Johnstone,  the  Assistant  Resident,  made  the  requi- 
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pression,  but  for  the  present  1  can  only  offer,  in 
addition  to  the  above  observations,  the  almost 

•ite  enquiries  and  sent  me  the  resnlt.  The  reader  may  find  it 
interesting,  la  theearl;  stageof  onr  proceedings  aucb  occnr- 
rencea  wera  rery  common. 

Indore,  2d  February  18S1. 

Hnmeerchnnd,  Merchant  of  Indore,  being  called  into 
court,  gives  the  following  statement : 

"  On  Sunday  the  IDth  of  themoDth of  Poos,  Snmbnt  1886, 
"  (20th  December  1829,)  my  brother  Partapa  and  my  wife's 
"  brother  Sookloll,  proceeded  towards  Sebore  with  a  tattoo, 
"  on  which  was  loaded  about  400  Rnpees  worth  of  English 
"  Chintz,  Mushroo,  &a.  They  also  carried  witb  them  105 
"  Flalee  rnpees  in  cash :  and  about  OS  rnpees  of  gold^ 
"  and  gold  ornaments.  Not  hsTing  received  any  intelli- 
"  gence  of  tbem  for  25  days  after  their  departnre,  I 
"  became  anxious  about  their  safety  and  hired  a  man 
"  to  go  to  Sehore  and  make  enquiries  of  my  corrcspondenU 
"  there.  I  ascertained  that  tbey  had  never  reached  that  place, 
"  Abont  three  months  afterwards  myyounger  brother  Hansraj, 
"  wentinqnestof  information,  and  found  tracesof  Pnrtapa  and 
"  Sooklall,  having  been  murdered  near  the  Gola  pass,  a  short 
"  distance  beyond  Tuppa.* 

"  QiiettiiM, — Do  yon  recollect  the  Ungurka  which  your 
"  brother  Pnrtapa  wore  when  he  left  Indore? 

"  Anrmer.—Y t»,  it  was  made  of  Europe  chintz  and  lined 
"  with  blue  cotton." 

The  Ungarka  sent  by  Captain  Sleeman,  which  correspond- 
ed with  the  above  description,  was  shewn  to  tbe  witness  who 
immedietely  recognized  it,  and  was  so  much  affected  as 

*  Tuppa,  half  wajr  bclnern  Athu  sdiI  Rajpiwgur,  suit  a  com  packa 
Ibis  Bide  of  Amis.  Oa«  galas  flrom  Asbta  desoeads  tbe  Obal  about  ■ 
pucka  cois  befate  he  reMbei  Tui>p>. 
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literal  translation  of  some  coDversatioDB  I  have 
had  with  the  approTen  Id  reviMng  the  vocabulary 
of  their  peculiar  dialect  for  the  last  time,  lliese 
conversations  were  often  carried  on  in  the  presence 

scarcely  to  b«  able  to  apeak.  H«  look  hold  of  the  twistei 
silk  cords  attacbed  to  the  Ungarka  and  laid  be  bad  himself 
purchased  them  for  his  brother. 

Hansraj,  brother  of  the  preceding  witneu,  being  called, 
depoBBi  ia  follows  : — 

"  I  returned  to  Indore  from  Rntlam  abont  three  months 
"  after  my  brother  Pnrtapa  was  missing,  and  then  proceeded 
"  towards  Sehorefor  the  purpose  of  enquiring  afUr  his  fate. 
"  I  ascertained  that  he  and  my  relation  SooLlall  had  stopped 
"  the  first  night  after  leaving  Indore  at  Akeypoor,  and  tho 
"second  at  Peeplia.  I  fonnd  they  had  left  Peeplia  on  the 
"  morning  of  tlie  third  day,  but  I  coold  trace  tham  no  further. 
"  In  the  coarse  of  my  enqniriei  at  Tuppa,  I  was  informed  by 
"  a  Bunya  that  the  bodies  of  some  persons  had  been  fonnd 
"  about  three  monthaprerioiulynearthe  Gala  pass,  abont  two 
"  coss  to  the  eastward  of  the  town,  fie  said  that  a  boy,  the 
"  ion  of  a  Chnmar  belonging  to  Tappa,  observed  a  number  of 
"  jackals  and  vallores  near  the  pass,  and  had  gone  there  in 
' '  expectation  of  finding  some  dead  animal  and  getting  its  skin. 
"  On  reaching  the  spot,  hoirever,  he  fonnd  the  bodies  of  two 
"  men  which  had  been  bnried  under  a  heap  of  stones  so  im- 
"  perfectly  that  the  wild  beasts  had  afterwards  dragged  them 
' '  out  and  almost  entirely  devoured  tham.  The  boy  gave  notice 
"  to  the  villagers,  who  vent  to  the  pass  and  buried  the 
"  remains  of  the  bodies.  On  hearing  this  acconnt,  I  went  to 
"  the  Gola  pass  in  company  with  the  Bnnya  who  pointed  out 
"  the  spot  where  the  bodies  had  been  found.  A  large  stone 
"  which  lay  near  the  place  had  some  marks  of  blood  upon  it, 
"  and  on  removing  it  I  fonnd  a  sboei  which  I  at  onco  recog- 
"  nized  aa  having  belonged  to  my  brother,  and  I  wept 
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of  different  European  gentlemen  who  happened 
to  call  in,  and  as  they  geemed  to  feel  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  listening  to  them,  I  thought 
others  might  possibly  feel  the  same  in  reading 
them  if  committed  to  paper ;  and  from  that  time 
I,  for  several  days,  put  down  the  conversations 
as  they  took  place  in  the  present  form.  They 
form  the  firat  number  of  the  Appendix,  and  will 
be  found  immediately  after  the  Vocabulary. 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Genl.  Supt.  for  the  Suppreuum 

of  Thvg  Auociationt. 
Head-Qnarlert,  7 

Jubulpore,  8(&  Sept.  1835. 5 

"  bitterly.  I  took  the  itboe  to  Indore  where  it  wai  ideatified 
"  by  the  family,  and  as  we  bad  no  doobt  that  our  relations  had 
"  been  mnrdBred,  we  performed  their  faneral  rites  according 
"  to  the  coBtoms  of  onr  sect," 

The  Ungarka  sent  by  Captain  Sleeman  was  shewn  to  th« 
witness,  but  he  said  it  had  been  made  np  while  he  was  at 
Itutlam,  and  that  he  had  not  seen  it  before. 

(Signed)        P.  JOHNSTONE, 

Auut.  to  the  Retideitt. 

The  lad  who  had  on  (he  rest  was  the  son  of  Kaleean  Sing, 

Jemadar  of  Thags,  and  now  approver.  He  got  it  in  a  present 

from  his  ancle  Dnreean,  and  rather  than  alter  so  pretty  a 

garment  he  ran  the  risk  of  wearing  it  till  he  waa  taken. 

W.  H.  S. 
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Aulae — A  Thag,  in  contradistinction  to  Beetoo,  any 
person  not  a  Thug.  When  Tfaags  wish  to  ascertain  who- 
ther  the  persons  tbey  meet  are  Thngs  or  not,  they  accost 
tbem  nith  "  Aulae  Khan.  Salam,"  if  Mnsnlmans ;  and 
"  Aulae  Shoe  Sam  Ram,"  if  Hindoo.  This  to  any  ona 
but  aThng  would  seem  the  common  salatation  of  "  peace 
to  thee,  friend,"  but  it  vonid  be  instaDlly  recocfaized  by  a 
Tbng.  Any  man  that  ihoald  reply  in  the  same  manner 
wonid  be  qnite  safe. 

Adhoreea — Any  person  who  has  separated  himself 
from  a  party  whom  the  Tbng:s  have  murdered  or  intend  to 
marder,  and  thereby  escaped  them. 

Ae  ho  to  Ghyree  CHulo — "  If  yon  are  come,  pray  de- 
scend." The  phrase  most  commonly  nsed  as  fhe/,Airn«< 
or  signal  for  potting  people  to  death,  when  every  thing 
bu  been  prepared  for  tbe  purpose. 

Agatee — A  Turban.  A  Thng  never  mores  oat  with- 
oat  bis  tnrbaD,  except  in  Bengal  perhaps.  If  a  turban 
is  set  on  lire,  it  threatens  great  evil,  and  Uie  gang  mast, 
if  near  home,  retorn,  and  wait  seven  days ;  if  at  a  dis- 
tance, an  oBbrtng  of  goor  is  made,  and  the  individaal 
to  whom  the  tnrban  belonged,  alone  returns  home.  If 
the  turban  falls  oflf  it  is  an  omen  almost  as  bad,  and  requires 
the  same  sacrifices. 

Agaaee — Is  tdso  the  term  given  for  the  cry  of  tbe  kite. 
Heard  in  tiie  day  time,  it  is  of  Utile  importance,  and  inter- 
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preted  according  to  their  rales  for  the  Ththaoo  and  the 
Pilhaao;  bnt  heard  during^  the  Kootvb,  or  interval 
between  the  first  watch  and  daybreak,  it  is  called  the 
Kootuh  Agasee,  a  dreadfal  omen.  If  in  Camp,  tbey  get 
np  and  fly  immediately,  leaving;  DDtoncbed  any  person  they 
may  have  inveigled,  however  wealthy.  If  they  bear  it 
after  dark,  bnt  before  the  end  of  the  first  watch,  they  are 
not  alarmed,  as  they  consider  the  threatened  evil  to  pass 
away  in  their  sleep;  literally  the  "  omen  gets  soSbcated 
under  their  sides  as  they  torn  in  their  sleep."  It  is  the 
same  with  almost  all  bad  omens  that  take  place  between 
evening  and  the  end  of  the  first  watch. 

Ardal — Among  the  Dacknn  lliagB,  is  the  same  at 
Adhoreea  among  those  of  Hiadoostan. 

Agureea — Descendants  of  the  Thags,  who,  after  their 
expulsion  from  Delhie,  resided  for  a  time  in  the  district 
of  Agra,  and  thence  spread  over  India;  in  con tradistj ac- 
tion to  those  who  went  to  different  parts  of  India  without 
resting  at  Agra.  The  Buhleemt  and  TundeU,  two  of  the 
seven  original  clans  of  Masulman  Thags,  did  not  rest 
at  Ajra;  and  Lhey  are  ekcloded.  Th«r  tradition  is, 
that  one  of  the  Emperors  of  the  bonse  of  Gonree  expd- 
led  them  all  from  Delhie,  after  the  murder  «f  a  Cheyla, 
or  slave  of  his,  who  had  been  long  in  leagae  with  them, 
bat  wM  murdered  in  consequence  of  a  threat  to  betray 
them,  made  with  a  view  to  extort  more  money  than 
they  thought  reasonable.  The  Emperor  bad  them  all 
marked  on  tbe  posttruirs  with  the  stamp  of  the  copper 
'  coin  of  the  Elmpire. 

AnMotore — literally,  "tear  drops."  Any  shower  of  rain 
that  falls  before  or  after  tbe  four  nsnal  months  of  June, 
July,  August  and  September.  If  it  falls  dnriDg  the  first 
jday  uid  night  after  eotering  on  an  expedition  the  gang 
must  return,  and  op^  it  anew.      It  is  always  a  bad 
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oneD,  and  requires  some  sacrifice!.  See  alio  BnkntboD' 
dee,  or  blood  dropping.  The  Dnckan  Thugs  call  thU 
•hower  Now. 

Agasee  Birar — Term  among  the  Duckao  Thngt  for 
thunder.  If  it  UiDnders  while  opening  an  expeditioot 
and  heavjr  rata  falla,  it  ia  of  no  importance.  If  little  or 
no  rain  falls  the  omen  is  bad,  and  they  mnit  laspeod 
operationt  :  after  the  expeditioo  hai  been  opened  it  is  of 
no  iraportance. 

Aniura — One  iboasand  of  any  thing. 

Awt^ur — Ap;  person  maimed  or  deprived  of  the  use 
of  his  limbs.  In  this  seose  it  is  pecaliar  to  Dnckan  Thngs. 
Among  Hindoostanees  it  signifies  any  bad  omen.  If 
they  meet  with  sach  a  maimed  person  on  the  road,  tko 
first  day  after  they  enter  on  an  expedition,  the  gang  most 
Tetnm,  and  open  it  anew.  They  never  kilt  snch  maimed 
persom.  There  have  been  iDstanoea  -of  it,  bat  tjiey  ar« 
all  supposed  to  have  been  followed  by  great  oalamities. 
See  the  case  of  Nawiil  Sing  Jemadar,  murdered  at 
Biseyoee^Appendix. 

Anhur — Any  metalUo  atensU  for  eating,  drinking,  or 
eookiog. 

A^una  or  Aiyrukna — ^To  steep  or  pus  the  night. 

Aantha — Silver  money. 

Angjbap — A  tern  used  by  the  Thogi  of  the  Dnoknn 
for  Rehna,  or  a  temporary  barial  of  bodies. 

Ard,hid — Any  bad  omen;  ibelame  as  Khurtul.  Both 
tenns  oreoenflned  to  Dacknn  Thug*. 

Baimeak — The  author  of  one  of  the  three  Samatn* 
(or  histories  of  the  rape  of  Sesto,  the  wire  of  Ram.  one 
of  the  iDcarfutioDs  of  Vuhtuto)  whioh  after  its  author  is 
caUed  the  Balwietk  Rawuitm.  The  Thugs  consider  Bat' 
me*i  to  have  been  of  .their  profeaaion  ;  bnt,  thougji  tbej 
quote  his  Mame  with  reference,  they  do  uot,  I  believe, 
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inroke  it  in  their  offerin^B  and  sacrifices.  A  sketch  of 
his  life  is  given  in  each  of  the  three  Ramaetu.  Hia  name 
was  Dojadk,un,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  Brahmin  by 
birth  ;  to  have  been  born  at  Kanoje  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  Sutjoog,  or  golden  age;  to  have  lost  his  parenti  when 
he  iras  five  years  of  age,  and  aoon  after  to  have  joined 
some  gangs  of  Bheel  robbers,  ivhe,  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  infested  the  roads  about  Chatterkote  ;  to  have 
married  one  of  their  daaghters,  and  to  have  become  the 
most  noted  robber  and  mnrderer  of  his  day.  From  this 
course  of  life  he  is  said  to  have  been  reclaimed  by  a 
miracle.  Seven  celebrated  saints,  at  their  holy  place  of 
abode,  learned  by  inspiration  that  a  Brahmin  was  thus 
disgracefully  employed,  and  proceeded  to  the  place  to 
admonish  him.  He  saw  them  approach,  and  as  nsual 
bent  hifl  bow,  and  demanded  their  money  or  their  lives. 
"  Why  do  yon,  a  Brahmin  by  birth,  follow  this  horrible 
"  trade,  and  rob  and  marder  innocent  travellers  r*  "  I  have 
"  a  wife  and  children  whom  I  love,  on  the  top  of  yonder 
"  hill ;  they  want  food,  and  I  mnst  provide  it  for  them." 
"  60  and  ask  those  yoa  love,  and  for  whom  yon  provide 
"  food  by  the  murder  of  innocent  men,  whether  they  are 
"  willing  to  share  with  yon  in  the  crimes  as  well  as  in  the 
"  fruits."  "And  io  the  mean  time  you  will  make  off.  Many 
"  a  traveller  has  tried  to  escape  me  by  similar  tricks,  bnt 
"  I  am  not  to  be  deceived."  "We  swear  to  remain  till  yon 
"  retam."  He  went  to  his  wife  and  children  and  asked 
the  qnesttona.  They  told  him  that  they  shared  in  what 
he  brought  to  them,  but  he  mnst  be  alone  answer- 
able for  the  means  by  which  he  acquired  it.  He  retamed 
to  the  saints,  with  a  contrite  heart,  and  implored  their 
instrnctions.  They  told  him  to  tarry  where  he  stood  till 
they  should  retaro,  and  continue  to  repeat  the  words, 
!'  Mura,  Mum,  Murit,"  dead,  dead,  dead,  which  was 
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familiar  to  him ;  knowing  that  he  ironld  in  time  convert  It 
into  Ram,  Bam,  Ram,  God,  God,  God  ;  and  thinking 
that  hia  soni  was  oot  yet  fitted  to  repeat  the  holy  name. 
He  soon  nude  the  expected  change,  and  coDtinned  to 
repeat  Bam,  Sam,  Earn,  for  twelve  thousand  jears, 
when  the  seven  tainti  returned.  Nothing  bat  the  bones 
lemained,  hat  thej  were  erect,  and  repeating  the  holy 
name  of  Rmit.  White  ants  had  bnilt  their  hill  over  them, 
bat  on  hearing  their  voice  the  skeleton  assnmed  a  form  of 
Godlike  beanly,  and  barst  forth,  as  it  is  said,  like  the  sdd 
from  behind  a  dark  clond.  He  became  a  man  after  God'i 
owD  heart,  and  wrote  his  Ramaen  by  inspiration.  Balmte 
signifies  aat  hill,  and  the  i  affixed  signifiea  bor»  of,  and 
bis  name  was  changed  from  Dyadkun  to  Balmeek. 

£q/eB<f—- Safe,  free  from  danger.  When  the  Thngs 
have  gut  their  victims  at  the  place  where  tbey  intend 
to  murder  them,  if  the  spies  placed  around,  see  all 
clear,  th?y  call  ont  one  of  the  following  names, 
and  the  work  of  morder  goes  on.  Bcyeed  or  Se^ed 
Khan,  Deo  ot  Daomun,  or  Deoseyn.  If  the  spies 
see  a  stranger  approach  and  apprehend  danger,  they 
call  ont  Sheikh  Jee,  or  Sheikh  Mahummud,  or  Luchmun, 
or  Lachmun  Sing,  or  Luckee  Ram,  or  Gvnga  Sam,  and 
the  Thags  snspend  operations,  Whea  one  part  of  the 
gang  advances  with  the  travellers  they  intend  to  kill, 
and  on  the  road  meets  other  travellers,  whom  the  party 
jo  the  rear  may  conveniently  murder,  they  tell  them  to 
bid  their  friends  Bajetd  or  Bq/eed  Khan,  and  Deo,  or 
Deoman,  or  Deo  Sing,  to  make  haste  and  overtake  them. 
As  soon  as  the  gang  behind  bear  this  message  they 
may  fall  upon  and  murder  them,  anderstonding  by  the 
signal  that  in  advance  the  road  is  clear. 

Baee  or  Ththaee — A  freqaented  road. 

Bm  hojana — To  become  poblic ;  viz.  the  bodies  of 
viclims  or  other  traces  of  their  proceedings. 
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B}fd,ha—-A  man  wbo  has  lost  a  limb  or  any  member  of 
bis  body.  If  the;  meet  such  a  person  dnmg  the  first 
day  of  their  expedition  it  is  a  bad  omen,  and  requires 
aacrifioes.  Also  any  thing  unbecoming  the  oast  or 
condition  of  the  person,  and  likely  to  lead  to  suspicion 
and  danger.  They  seldom  murder  any  person  vho  has 
lost  a  limb,  and  attribate  mnch  of  onr  success  against 
them  on  the  Nerbudda  river,  to  the  murder  of  Newal 
Sing,  who  had  lost  an  arm,  and  his  family  at  Bisey- 
aee,  in  1820.  See  Biseynee  case  Sanger  Sessions  of 
1831-32. 

Bagh — Baffdena^Same  as  Phooldena,  parole  of  ren- 
desvgos  or  meeting. 

Baguretor—K  class  of  Thngs  who  reside  chiefly  about 
Sooper,  in  the  Gvalior  territories.  They  are  called  also 
KJiokhuretas,  and  have  followed  the  trade  several  gene- 
rations, since  their  intermarriage  with  the  emigrant 
Thugs  from  Delhle  through  Agra,  or  Aguretas. 

.Bo^uma— -An  old  garment. 

Banana — To  become  aware  of  the  designs  of  the 
Thngs  upon  one. 

Bugna — The  same. 

Bajunee — A.  gun. 

By,ha — The  Thog  who  take  the  bodies  of  the  mur- 
dered person  to  the  grave. 

Bt^hae — The  office  of  the  Bojha. 

Bukott — A  strangler  same  as  BHuriote. 

Buk,h — The  word  made  use  of  by  the  Thugs  when 
calling  to  each  other  to  assemble  after  having  been  sepa- 
rated by  accident  or  design.  Buk.k,  Buk.k,  Buhjt,  or 
come,  come,  oome. 

BMeem — One  of  the  seven  original  Thug  olans. 
There  are  scarcely  any  of  this  clan  to  be  found  north  of 
the  Nerbudda. 

Beyl — The  place  chosen  for  burying  the  victims. 
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Beeffhoi— Term  among  the  Thngs  of  Behar  and  Bengal 
for  a  share  of  the  spoil.  From  ever;  booty  they  first  set 
aside  ten  percent,  for  tbe  leaders,  and  Sve  for  the  Strang- 
tera,  however  few  or  many  ;  tfae  remainderis  divided  into 
Beegkas,  or  shares.  Their  proportions  are  1.2  for  jema- 
dar or  leader — 1.14  for  a  man  who  has  attained  the  rank 
of  strangter — 1  for  a  person  who  has  not  attained  that 
rank. 

Beelka—\  great  enemy  of  Thngs :  also  a  leper,  or 
man  deprived  of  his  nose  or  ear;  or  any  person  much 
emaciated  by  sickness. 

Beetula — A  dog.  Term  pecnliar  to  the  Jumaldehee, 
JLodaha  and  Moteea  Tbngs  of  Behar  and  Bengal. 

Bykureea — The  spy  or  scout.  Term  ased  by  the  Bon- 
ffoos,  or  river  Thugs,  the  JamaldeheM,  Lodakas,  and 
Moleeat  for  Tilha. 

Bykuree  kurna — To  act  as  a  spy  or  scout — or  Byhuree 
"  dekflma"  to  look  out. 

Bej/l,ka.^Tbe  person  who  chooses  the  place  for  mur- 
dering. 

Beylhae.—The  office  of  choosing  tbe  place. 

Beel  Grain. — Term  pecnliar  to  Ducknn  Tfaogs. 

Bhalee  or  BAaloo. — The  call  of  the  jackal.  There  are 
three  kind  of  calls  from  which  (he  Thugs  draw  omens. 
The  BhaUe,  which  they  also  call  Burhokee,  is  the  call  of 
one  jackal.  The  second  is  the  general  clamoar  of  jackals, 
which  people  call  their  lamentalion.  Thistbe  Thugs  call 
Raureen.  The  third,  the  Wcareea,  or  short  call  of  a 
jackal,  ia  which  be  seems  to  be  cat  short  after  an  effort 
or  two.  Any  one  of  these  calls  heard  daring  the  day 
threatens  great  evil,  and  the  gang  quits  the  oonntr; 
in  which  they  hear  it,  leaving  nntoached  any  personi 
they  bare  inveigled,  however  wealthy.  The  Eiareea 
ia  bad  either  b;  oigbt  or  by  day.    The  other  two  calls, 
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when  heard  by  pight  on  opening  the  expedition,  are 
interpreted  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  for  the  ThVtaoo 
and  JPtVAaoo. 

Bileea. — A  brass  cap  ;  technically  a  place  for  murder- 
ing or  burying  the  victtma. 

Bileea- Manjuna, — Literally,  toclean  the  brass  cap.  To 
choose  the  place  for  murder. 

Bilgaree. — An  extensive  jangle  or  waste,  very  conve- 
nient for  the  purpose  of  murder. 

Bkinifodhor—lbe  bird  Chirrah  Q.  V.  peculiar  to  some 
classes  of  Thugs. 

Banee — Blood. 

Baean  Geedee  Sana  Leedee — A  proverb  of  the  Thugs. 
"  A  jackal  crossing  from  right  to  lefit  brings  gold."  If  a 
jackal  crosses  the  path  of  the  Thug  from  the  right  to  the 
left  it  promises  good  fortune.     If  from  left  to  right  bad. 

Bujiffoo—The  river  Thug  of  Bengal.  These  men  live 
chiefly  in  the  district  of  Bhurdwao,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hoogly  river.  They  move  up  and  down  the  Ganges 
during  the  months  of  November,  December,  January,  and 
February,  always  pretending  to  be  going  to  or  coming  from 
holy  places,  snch  as  Bunares,  Allahabad,  &o.  &o.  They 
inveigle  people  on  board  their  boats,  strangle  them,  and 
throw  them  into  the  river,  having  broken  their  spines  to 
prevent  the  chance  of  their  recovering.  The  leader  of 
the  gang  has  commonly  bis  own  boat,  but  he  sometimes 
hires  it  for  the  season,  and  the  owner  of  the  boat  gets  the 
share  of  one  man.  The  boats  have  a  bole  on  each  side 
throngh  which  they  throw  the  bodies  into  the  river; 
bnt  they  never  stab  or  cut  them,  lest  there  should  he 
signs  of  blood  in  the  water  to  attract  the  attention  of 
people  in  the  boats  by  which  they  float  on  Uieir  way 
down  the  river.  This  class  of  Thugs  is  very  nniDeroas^ 
from  two  to  three  handled. 
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Bhans  Una— To  steal  or  defraad  each  other  in  the 
division  of  booty  ;  pecaliar  to  Dacknn  Thngs  ;  stune  at 
Kootkurna  among  Hindoostan  Thugs. 

Bhoniee — Calling  of  the  kite  vhile  flying-  It  is  a  bad 
omen.  If  tbey  see  the  dang  of  a  kite  falling  in  the  air, 
it  is  considered  to  promise  a  valnable  white  booty,  in 
silver  or  cloth. 

Binderee — A.  sword. 

Sindoo — A  Hindoo. 

Bunasna  or  Bunat  Jana — To  lose  any  thing,  bnt  par* 
ticnlarly  the  road. 

Bunij — Literally  merchandize  or  goods  ;  technically  a 
traveller  or  any  other  person  whom  the  Tfangs  consider 
worth  mardering.     He  is  their  stock  in  trade. 

Buny  Ladkna — Literally,  to  load  the  goods  ;  techni- 
cally, to  inarder  the  travellers. 

Bunjaree — A  cat.  If  a  cat  comes  to  them  at  their 
lodgings  at  night  it  promises  good  fortone. 

Bungur — A  Thug   term  peculiar  to  Ducknn  Tbngs. 

Buneana — ^To  stain  with  blood  a  cloth  or  any  other 
thing. 

Banar — SameasSae«.  Bad  news,  nntoward  disco- 
very of  the  Thugs  proceedings :  also  a  road  become 
nnsafe  for  Thugs, 

BhuTtoie — A  strangler. 

Bhurtotee — The  office  or  duty  of  strangler.  Thugs 
seldom  attain  this  rank  or  office  till  they  have  been  on 
many  expeditions,  and  acquired  the  requisite  courage  or 
insensibility  by  slow  degrees.  At  first  they  are  almost 
always  shocked  and  frightened ;  but  after  a  time  they  say 
they  lose  all  sympathy  with  the  victims.  A  Thng  leader, 
of  most  polished  manners  and  great  eloquence,  being  ask- 
ed one  day  in  my  presence  by  a  native  gentleman,  whether 
be  never  felt  compuncUoa  in  murdering  innocent  people. 
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replied  with  a  smile,  "  Does  taiy  man  feel  companction  in 
"  followmg  fais  trade ;  and  are  not  all  onr  trades  assigned 
"  us  by  providence."  The  native  gentleman  said,"  How 
"  many  people  have  yon  in  the  course  of  yonr  life  killed 
"  with  your  own  hands  at  a  roagb  gueaa  ?"  "  I  have  kill> 
"  ed  none !  "  Have  you  not  been  just  describing  to  me  a 
nnmber  ofmarders?"  "Tea;  bat  do  you  suppose  I  could 
"  have  committed  them.  Is  any  man  killed  from  man's 
"killing?  Admee  he  marne  $e  toe  murta.  Is  it  not 
"  the  hand  of  God  that  kills  him  ?  and  are  we  not  mere 
,"  JDstraments  in  the  hand  of  God  ?"  They  are  first  em- 
ployed as  scants ;  then  as  sextons ;  then  as  shuMseeeu  or 
holders  of  hands  ^  and  lastly  as  Bkurtole*.  When  a  man 
feels  that  he  has  sufficient  courage  and  insensibility  for 
the  purpose,  he  solicits  the  oldest  and  most  renowned 
Thug  of  the  gang  to  make  him  his  cheyla,  or  disciple.  The 
Thag  agrees  to  become  his  gooroo,  or  spiritual  preceptor 
and  when  the  gang  falls  in  with  a  man  of  respectability  bat 
Qotmach  strength,  fitted  for  the  purpose,  he  tells  itie  gooroo 
that  he  is  prepared,  with  his  permission,  to  try  hia  bands 
upon  him.  While  the  traveller  is  asleep  with  the  gang 
at  th<  Ir  quarters,  the  gooroo  takes  bis  disciple  into  a 
Deigbbiuriog  field  followed  by  three  or  fonrold  members 
of  the  sang.  On  reaching  the  spot  chosen,  they  all  face 
to  the  direction  the  gang  iotends  to  move,  end  the  gooroo 
■ays,  "  Oh  Kalte.  Kunkaiee,  Bhadkalte.  Oh  Kalee,  Ma- 
"  hakalee,  Calcutta  Wah«.*    If  it  seemetb  to  thee  fit  that 

*  TheThosi,  and  I  andcritud  all  other  Hindoo*,  believe  Kalee  to  hara 
flntappearedupoatbe  earth  in  CalcalU.  Tbe;  beticH  alio  that  after 
•he  had,  thfoagh  Iba  meaai  of  the  Thugt  creatad  by  her  Tor  the  ipecial 
parpoie,  deatro;ed  the  great  Demon  «  Rkhat  beej  tfana"  at  Biadachnl, 
oa  the  eastera  exlremitj  of  the  Vindoja  TSDge,  ahe  cairied  tbe  bodj  to 
CaloDltu  aod  lher«  buried  it  where  her  temple  bow  atanda.  That  place 
the;  coniider  to  be.hei  favorite  leat  where  ihe  varkt  mare  mratUa  Ihut 
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"  the  traveLLer  now  at  our  lodging  should  die  b;  the  faanils 
"of  this  iky  slave,  vouchsafe  us  the  Thibaoo."  If  they 
get  the  aaspice  oa  the  ri^ht  within  a  certain  time  (half  an 

in  ftl)  tberestof  lD>!i>.  TbarhBrBgotR  notion  tbat  in  .CalcnKft  even 
the  Chrulians  attend  her  irorahip,  and  mBke  o&eringa  (o  |^r  templo  ;  aod 
I  twtievfl  tbe  priests  bare  atiraji  actaslty  made  ofTeringi  la  ber  image  oa 
l^reat  occasioos  in  tbe  name  of  the  Hon'bls  Compan;  out  of  the  rentt  of 
the  land  witb  irhich  QoTernment  has  endowed  the  temple.  European 
GtDtlemen  and  Ladies  freqaently  attend  the  nanlches  and  feasta  of  her 
great  daya  in  tbe  Durga  Ponja ;  and  a*  theia  f«a*ts  an  part  of  tha 
religious  crremonies,  this  innocent  curiosity  ia  very  liable  to  be  mi  scon- 
■Iraed  by  people  at  a  distance  from  the  scene,  and  ibonld  not  therefore 
be  indulged.  The  Hindoos  have  a  Terse -nhich  they  often  repeat  in  tbefr 
iavocations.  "  Ktda  !  Calcttia  vaUi  !  lent  hicAKn  najmet  Khattt.  Ok 
"  Ktitc,  great  goidtu  ■/  Calcutta,  maj  tkg  fu-amiie  ntver  bt  ntadt  in 
"  vain."  She  i>  said  to  delight  in  tbe  name  of  Kwikaltt,  or  inaa-ealer, 
and  to  he  always  drinking  tbe  blood  of  men  and  of  Demons.  The  term 
means,  1  believe,  the  same  thing  as  Knkalln.  They  all  belieTe  Kalee  Id 
have  been  eilremaly  blacli,  and  to  have  had  featares  so  tsrriflcally  hida< 
oaa  that  no  nortaJ  man  could  dare  to  took  upon  them. 

When  Kalee  or  Farhnttee  appears  in  company  nith  her  bnsbtmd,  Sim 
or  MahaiUo,  she  is  re  pre  a  en  ted  as  beautiful  and  fair,  and  is  comffioalf 
tailed  (iavrn,  or  (he /air.  It  was  only  when  she  came  to  destroy  da • 
moDs,  or  as  the  Goddess  of  war,  that  she  is  supposed  to  have  put  oa 
these  hideoo*  ebapea.  In  a  beantirol  piece  of  scolptare  at  Beragnr  oa 
tbe  Nerbndda  river,  abe  is  represented  sa  seated  on  a  Bull  behind  her 
husband,  whose  dress  and  ornaments  are,  as  usual,  composed  of  makes, 
Tery  gracefolly  twisted  and  gnspended  around  him.  This  piece  of  scalp- 
tare  is  called  Oouree  ShtoUiHr,  after  her  name  Gturte,  ead  that  of  Ha- 
.faadeo,5(iiiafcar;  and  it  issomaoh  »nperior  to  any  otber  they  are  accni- 
tomed  (o  see,  that  the  people,  from  tbe  molt  leaned  to  tbe  most  unlet- 
lered,  implicitly  believe  that  the  God  and  Qoddess  came  here,  mounted 
■■  tliey  now  are,  on  a  visit  to  the  Nnrbudda,  from  the  mountain  Khylai, 
and  got  their  earthly  parts  turned  into  stone  ai  a  meEaorial  of  their  Tisit, 
and  irill  some  day  resnne  them. 

The  whole  is  cut  oat  of  one  block  of  lava  from  a  dyba  in  the  marble 
rocks  tfaroogh  vrbich  the  Nnrbodda  flows  beneath  the  temple  which  ii 
eoaaeersted  to  them.  The  wait  of  tha  conit  ia  which  the  temple  itands 
{•  lined  all  round  by  the  statues  of  some  three  score  Jig»ie»,  or  prtty 
(•ddeweVt  vlio  attend  npoa  Parbuttee,  about  tb«  •!«  of  lihrCQt  out  of 
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hoar),  it  signifies  her  GancUon ;  bat  if  they  have  no  sign, 
or  the  dhilkaoo,  (or  sign  on  the  left)  some  other  Tbag 
mast  pnt  the  traveller  to  death,  and  the  candidate  for 
honor  wait  for  another  time. 

Davey's  Baoction  having  been  convejed  in  tfaeTAifiaooi 
they  retarn  to  their  quarters,  and  the  gooroo  takes  a  hand- 
kerchief, and,  facing  to  the  west,  ties  the  knot  io  one  end 
of  it  with  a  rupee  or  other  piece  of  silver  inserted.  This 
knot  they  call  the  Ooor  Ghat,  or  classic  knot,  and  no  man 
who  has  not  been  thas  ordained  by  the  high  priest,  is 
permitted  to  tie  it.  See  Goor  Ghat.  The  disciple  re- 
ceives it  respectfnlly  from  the  high  priest  in  his  right 
hand,  and  stands  over  the  victim,  with  a  shumseea,  or 
holder  of  bands,  by  his  side.  The  travellers  is  roused  oa 
Bonle  pretence  or  other,  and  the  disciple  passes  the 
handkerchief  over  his  neck,  at  the  aignal  given  by  the 
leader  of  the  gang,  and  strangles  him  with  the  aid  of  his 
shumseea.  Having  finished  big  work,  he  bows  down 
before  his  gooroo,  and  touches  his  feet  with  both  hands, 
and  does  the  same  to  all  bis  relations  and  friends  pre- 
sent, in  gratitude  for  the  honor  he  has  attained.  He 
opens  the  knot  after  be  faas  heard  or  seen  the  Thihaoa, 
or  auspice  on  the  right,  takes  out  the  rupee  and  gives  it, 
with  all  the  other  silver  he  faas,  to  his  gooroo,  as  a  naznr  ; 
and  the  gooroo  adding  what  money  he  faas  at  the  time, 
purchases  a  rupee  and  a  quarter's  worth  of  goor  for  the 
7\t;)onee,andlaysonttberestinsweetmeats.  The  Tuponee 
sacrifice  is  now  performed  under  the  neem,  the  mango,  or 

rocki  of  different  kiads,  with  lariaai  faces  and  in  Tsriona  attitudes,  and 
■11  maniited  apon  different  Baluatt,  or  Tebidea  of  birds  and  qntdnipad*. 
Tlisjr  are  all  ndlj  matilaled,  and  the  Ood  and  Ooddeas  trithin-  an  said 
to  have  been  saved  by  a  miracle  from  Aunmgebc  and  his  army,  to  whom 
Ibese  thiiiEi  ara  altfays  attribated,  At  this  temple  Bn  uaoftl  fkir  ti  hnld 
in  llifl  beginning  of  NoTsmber. 
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the  byr,  if  they  are  available,  and  if  aot,  ander  any  other 
tree  except  the  babal,  the  sirsa  (mamosa  serUi)  and  the 
reonja.  The  new  disciple  dow  take^  his  seat  ainoDg  the 
Shurtotes  uoand  the  carpet,  aad  receives  hia  share  of 
the  consecrated  sogar,  and  the  sweetmeats  are  distri- 
bated  to  all  the  members  of  the  gang  of  whatever  grade. 
On  his  return  home  after  the  expedition  he  gives  a  feast 
to  his  gooroo  and  bis  family  ;  and  if  he  has  the  means,  to 
all  his  relations ;  and  he  presents  bis  gooroo  with  an  entire 
new  suit  of  clothes  for  himself,  and  one  for  bis  wife,  and 
others  for  his  rdations,  if  he  can  aBbrd  it.  The  gooroo 
after  a  certain  interrai,  retorns  the  compliment  to  him 
and  his  family,  and  the  relation  between  them  is  ever 
after  respected  as  the  most  saored  that  can  be  formed. 
A  Thug  will  often  rather  betray  his  father  than  the  gooroo 
by  whom  he  has  been  knighted. 

The  Bkurtote  is  not  permitted  to  bathe  on  the  day  he  has 
strangled  any  one :  formerly  no  member  of  the  gang  was 
permitted  to  bathe  on  the  day  that  a  murder  was  committed, 
bnt  now  the  stranglers  alone  are  forbidden  to  da  so. 

Bxihup,  Buhupna,  Btthapjana—To  go,  or  escape;  as  a 
traveller  from  the  snares  of  the  Thngs,  or  Thngs  from 
parsnit. 

Bora  Muttee—Tbe  call  of  the  liaard.  At  whatever 
time  and  place  they  bear  the  call  of  the  lizard,  they  con- 
sider it  a  very  good  omen.  The  fall  of  a  lizard,  upon  a 
Thag  is  considered  a  very  bad  omen  ;  and  if  it  falls  npoa 
any  garment,  that  garment  mast  be  given  away  in  charity. 
If  it  falls  npon  the  groond  it  threatens  nothiog. 

Baroonee — An  old  and  venerable  Thag  woman,  who 
is  mncb  respected  by  the  fraternity. 

I  have  heard  of  only  one  woman  who  has  gone  herself 
on  Thng  expeditions,  and  that  is  the  wife  of  Bukhtawor 
Jemadar,  of  the  Sooseea  class  of  Thugs.    She  and  her 
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busbanil  ara  Btill  at  large  in  tbe  Jypore  territory.  She 
has  often  assisted  her  busband  ia  strangling  ;  and  on 
one  occasion  strangled  a  man  who  had  overpowered  and 
stunned  her  husband.  Mothers,  I  bnow,  havo  often  made 
their  sons  go  on  Tboggee  when  they  would  not  other- 
wise have  gone,  and  wives  on  some  occasions  their 
husbands ;  and  I  have  beard  of  one  woman  in  the  Duckun 
who  kept  herself  a  small  gang  of  Tbngs  ;  but  Buhbta- 
war's  wife  is  the  only  woman  that  has,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  gone  on  Tboggee  herself. 

Baroo — A  Thug  of  respectability  either  from  the  cele- 
brity of  bis  Thug  ancestors,  or  from  his  own  character  as 
a  Thug. 
'      Barana,  Sarawnee  kurna — To  disperse  on  the  approach 
of  danger  or  separate  into  small  parties  to  avoid  suspicioo. 

Birar — The  6gbtiog  of  cats  or  their  screams  when 
fighting.     Also  the  Ducknn  Thugs  term  for  Manj, 

jj^tueeiirar— Thunder :  atermalso  peculiar  to  Dnckan 
Thugs.  Agaaee  signifies  turban  among  both  Ducknn  and 
Hindoostanee  Tboga. 

Bharahur—A  pitcher  full  of  water.  Bhurekur  one 
empty. 

If  on  leaving  their  homes  on  an  expedition  they  meet 
a  woman  with  a  pitcher  full  of  water  on  her  head,  it  pro- 
mises a  safe  return  and  prosperous  jonrney ;  if  empty, 
the  reverse.  The  pitcher  full  promises  still  more  if  the 
female  be  with  child. 

£Aunta— Rupees.    Peculiar  to  tbe  Dackunees. 

SAurehur — An  empty  pitcher,  and  a  bad  omen  when 
met  on  the  road. 

Bharakee — A  gun. 

Bhara — Dead  bodies  of  the  victims.  Term  peculiar  to 
the  Dnokan  Thugs.  Uindooataoee  Tbngi  call  then 
Ghurt,ha. 
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Bora— A  Thog ;  in  conlradiBtinctioD  (o  BmIoo,  (my 
person  not  a  Thug.  This  term  is  pecnlitr  to  the  Juvtal' 
dehee,  Lodaia,  Mottta  and  Bangoo  Thugi  in  Behar  and 
Bengal. 

Jiorkee—h  knife. 

Barkeeana,  or  Borkee  Mama,  or  Borkeeae  daina—To 
stab  with  a  knife. 

Boreeakut  or  .Sore— Load   taking,  bdlowiog,  aprear. 

Borkee — The  snail  deer.  If  a  single  small  deer 
crosses  their  road  from  right  to  lefl,  it  threatens  evil. 
If  from  left  to  ri^t,  it  promises  good ;  bat  its  promises 
and  threats  are  not  considered  important.  A  herd  of 
small  deer  at  all  times  and  nnder  all  circnmstances  pro- 
mise a  meeting  with  other  Thugs,  and  is  considered 
good.  The  DnckonThnga  consider  the  crossing  of  the 
single  deer  either  from  left  to  right,  or  right  to  left  a 
lad  omeo. 

Borcha — New  clothes :  term  pecniiar  to  Dnckun  Thagi. 
Also  a  bundle  or  load  of  new  cloths.  Hindoostanee  Thugs 
call  it  seep. 

Buraui — The  omen  of  the  wolf  or  volves  crossing 
their  road.  If  front  left  to  right  it  tbreafeoa  great  evil. 
If  from  right  to  left  it  is  a  good  omen.  If  its  call  ha 
heard  dnriog  the  day,  the  gang  most  immediately  ()ait 
the  coQQtry  in  which  they  hear  it.  If  between  mid- 
night and  day  light,  it  is  bad ;  if  between  evening  and 
midnight,  indifferent;  between  midday  and  sunset,  it  is 
not  lo  bad  as  between  sunrise  and  midday.  They 
call  it  the  weeping  ( Ckimmama)  of  the  wolf,  and  con- 
sider the  sound  moBrnfuL  The  single  wolf  portends 
more  than  a  pair ;  and  the  Burauk  is,  whether  for  good 
or  for  bad,  one  of  their  most  important  unens. 

Bunote. — One  of  the  seven  original  clans  ofThoga 
who  were  sU  Mnsnlmans. 
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Bur^—Xay  thing  geea  upon  a  nan  unbecoming  liis 
condition,  and  therefore  likely  to  lead  to  snspicion. 

Burffeeta — An  accomplice :  one  who  knows  the  secreta 
of  the  Thngs  and  keeps  them. 

Burka — A  leader  or  chief  of  Tbogs,  or  one  tboroagfa- 
ly  instracted  in  the  art ;  distingnished  from  Kuboola,  a 
Tj/roo.    Also  any  man  of  rank. 

The  Thugs  consider  a  Burka  as  capable  of  forming  a 
gang  of  Thngs  oat  of  the  mde  materials  around  him  in 
any  part  of  India  ;  and  a  Tbag  vho  has  arrived  at  this 
d^ree  of  proficiency  in  the  art  ought  not  therefore  to 
be  left  at  large.  A  Xu&oo^,  or  Tyroo,  they  think,  could 
do  nothing  if  left  to  himself,  and  he  might  therefore  be 
left  at  large  without  much  danger  to  society,  if  he  had 
no  leader  to  join. 

Buroee — An  omen  from  the  jackal's  call — See  BhdUe. 

Bukra— Four  travellers,  or  victims  in  the  hands  of 
Thugs. 

Bees — A  low  call  of  the  small  o  vl  repeated  three  or  four 
times  :  called  also  Chireya.    It  always  threatens  evil. 

Bhtumee — Fine  earth  or  sand,  particularly  applicable 
to  what  is  found  in  digging  the  graves  for  the  victims : 
same  as  Revparoo.  Flour  is  also  called  by  them  Bhusmee. 

Bkye — One  of  the  seven  original  clans  of  Thugs. 

Bisulpurna — ^To  be  awkwardly  handled  in  strangling : 
to  have  the  roomal  round  the  face  or  head  instead  of  the 
neck.     Sooiul  puma — to  have  it  round  the  neck. 

Sisnee — A  Thug,  pick-pocket,  thief,  or  any  one  that 
lives  by  the  plunder  of  others. 

JBiaendhee — Fetters.  Also  a  JTiuUe  or  metal  atenail  of 
any  kind. 

BUttl — A  person,  intended  to  be  killed,  who  has 
clothes  round  his  neck  and  head,  or  other  impediment  to 
strangling.    Also  a  man   on    whom  the   roowutl  falla 
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notowardty,  either  oa  his  bead  or  face,  or  is  otherwise 
natowardly  haodled  io  strangUng.  Also  a  Thng  who  has 
blood  upon  his  clothes,  or  other  signs  of  murder  that  may 
lead  to  snspicion.  In  all  these  and  other  senses  Soaul  is 
opposed  (o  Bisul.  Aay  Thng  in  whose  hands  Tiotiffls 
have  been  often  ^isu/,  is  excluded  from  the  office  of  strang- 
ler.  on  (be  gronnd  of  presumed  unfitness  for  the  dnty. 

Bolts — A.  large  gang  of  Thugs  above  twenty-five;  same 
as  Kharoo. 

Beela  or  Bheeta — A  hundred. 

Beetoo — Any  person  not  a  Tbag,  in  Gonttadistinction  to 
AalaeaTiiug. 

Bhitree — A  pair  of  travellers  or  victims. 

Batoel — A  body  of  travellers  too  large  for  the  Tbnga 
to  manage :  see  Tonkul. 

Bote  Aona— To  become  inveigled ;  fall  into  Uie  snares 
of  the  Thngs ;  ia  contradistiaotion  to  Chuk  Jana  oi  Iter- 
Jana. 

Char — A  Bhnrtote  or  strangler.  Term  peculiar  to  the 
Bungoos,  Jamaldehees,  JLodahas  and  Moteeaa. 

Chareeae — Bhurtoiee,  the  office  or  duty  of  strangler. 

Cheeka — A  coward,  timid  Thug,  one  who  shews  sym- 
pathy or  fear. 

ChUiilna^—To  be  released  from  confinement ;  diatin- 
.  gnisbed  from  Jhur  jana,  to  escape  or  brake  prison. 

Cbandanee-iee-dhap — A  dog  seen  danging  by  moon- 
light ;  a  very  bad  omen,  which  makes  the  gang  suspend  all 
operations  for  three  days  if  possible,  and  make  sacrifices. 

C/ioukana— To  examine  or  reconnoitre  secretly. 

Ckoukna  or  ChouiUna — To  see,  inspect,  examine. 

C/iootadena — Same  as  Tkibaedena.  To  cause  to  sit 
down  and  look  np  ;  as  travellers  before  strangling  tbem. 
Tbey  direct  their  attention  to  the  sky  or  some  other 
object  above  tbem. 
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'     CAujt— Saspicion. 

'     CkuiheU — A  place  cbosea  for  the  murder  too  near  to 

daii{^er. 

Chuk  hojana, — To  become  aware  of  the  designs  of 
Thugs  and  on  one's  guard  ;  aa  travellers  whom  they  are 
trying  to  inveigle. 

Chukara—A.  small  gold  coin.  This  term  is  confined  to 
■Dnckan  Thogs. 

Chulub — -The  interval  between  the  time  when  the  son 
sets  and  about  gnnfire  at  night,  fivening :  Chttlvb  men 
Ladhna,  To  kill  in  the  evening. 

Chut  too- Dhuneea — Same  as  Oorut  Kavmree. 

Chamoo  Jana^To  be  seized  or  arrested. 

Chamlena—To  seize  or  arrest. 

Chimmama — The  call  of  the  wolf ;  considered  a  bad 
omen  at  all  times,  bat  particularly  daring  the  day.  The 
gang  mast  immediately  bait,  or  go  back,  and  quit  that 
part  of  the  country  as  soon  as  possible. 

CAimnofa— A  boy. 

Chimmotet—K.  girl, 

Chummun — A  BrahmiD< 

Ckumoaeea — A  holder  of  hands.    Term  used  by  Dnc- 
kan Tbags  for  skunueea. 
■    Chummoaeeae — The  office  or  daty  of  Chumoteta. 

Chunueae. — The  office  or  work  of  the  Cbumeea,  vn. 
seizing  the  victim. 

Chumeea — The  person  who  seises,  or  assists  the  CAU' 
mo»te  in  seizing  and  keeping  down  the  victim.  There 
may  be  ten  Chxautat,  but  there  can  be  only  one  Chvmth 
tee, 

Chanda—Cloih. 

Chandao — An  experienced  and  expert  Tbng. 

Chingoreea~-Oafi  of  tke  sects  otSharntt  of  theTfang 
clans. 
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■    CAinho'—A.  boy. 

Chityuree — A  clan  of  Holtanee  Tbags;  Bometimea 
called  Naicka,  of  the  Masalman  faith.  They  proceed  oa 
their  expeditioas  in  the  characters  of  Biinjaras,  vitb 
cows  aod  bollocks  laden  with  merchandize,  vhich  they 
expose  for  sale  at  their  encampmeoU,  and  thereby  invei- 
gle their  victims.  They  nse  the  rope  of  their  bollocks 
instead  of  the  roomo^  in  straDgliag.  They  are  an  ancient 
tribe  of  Thugs,  and  take  their  wives  and  children  on 
their  expeditions.  They  destroy,  it  is  said,  their  female 
children;  and  if  they  at  any  time  preserve  them,  they 
never  allow  them  to  marry  oat  of  their  tribe. 

There  are,  it  is  said,  more  than  a  hundred  families  of 
these  Moltanees  in  the  neighbonrbood  of  Hingolee. 
They  do  not  asEociate  with  the  other  Thogs,  bat  they  use 
nearly  the  same  technical  langaage,  and  practise  the  sama 
trade  of  murder.  They  have  however  a  different  ostensi- 
ble employment  in  the  hire  of  their  ballocks,  sale  of  wood 
and  grain,  &c.  &c. 

Ckingana — A  boy.     Term  peonliar  to  Dncknn  Thags. 

ChoHndk,na — Tq  bind  np  in  bandies  booty  or  the  dead 
bodies  of  victims. 

Choundh  Lena— to  tie  on  the  tnrban.  Agatee  Ckoundh 
Una. 

Choundhee-Churana — To  tie  the  arms  behind. 

Chowan — A  woman.  Term  peculiar  to  Ducknn  Thags. 

Cioundhet — Tnrband. 

Cheeng — A  sword.     Term  confined  to  Berar  Thugs. 
.  Cknngar — A  thief  of  any  kind. 

Chtek—A.  Gold  Uohnr. 

Cheyhur — Jungle  or  forest. 

Ckirreya — A  chirping  of  the  small  owlet,  wbioh  Thngs 
consider  a  bad  omen,  whether  made  while  the  bird  is  sit- 
ting or  flying ;  it  is  said  to  be  a  melancholy  and  low  lonnd. 
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seldom  repeated.  See  Pultaree.  Jadae,  Jemadar,  who 
was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  angnrers  of  his  day, 
lived  at  Mumae,  a  celebrated  Tbag  village,  and  it  is  said 
thai,  returning  one  morniog  from  a  walk  in  the  fields,  he 
tuld  hid  friend  that  be  had  heard  the  Chirreya  in  aman- 
ner  that  indicated  some  great  calamity  at  hand.  That 
night  or  the  night  after  Mr.  Halhed  is  said  to  have  attack- 
ed the  village  and  Lieutenant  Monsel  was  killed.  It  was 
I  believe  in  November,  1613. 

Chireeapolet — One  of  the  sects  ofThngs,  said  to  be 
from  the  Bkyt  clan 

Ckira — The  call  of  the  Rooparett,  or  MuAoia  (Cacu- 
Itts  Custaneoas),  or  the  bird  itself.  Some  Thugs  call  it 
also  the  BhinjJioda. 

Chirchera — The  call  of  the  Lizard.  See  Bara  Mut- 
tee. 

Chireyta — A  Pandit,  or  any  Marbata. 

Chourukna—To  inform  or  give  informatioa  against 
ony  one. 

Churayee — A  Byragee— term  peculiar  to  DackuD 
Thngs. 

Char  tee- Pholtee — The  time  between  snnrise  and  mid- 
day ;  see  Pholtee. 

Cheesa — Any  good  or  blessing  from  Heaven,  hat  par- 
ttcalarly  a  rich  traveller. 

Cheeota — Rupees. 

Cheyt — Same  as  Cheek.  A  traveller  who  has  discovered 
'tlie  designs  of  the  Thugs.  Cheyt  ho  Jana — Cheek-ho-Jana 
—To  become  aware  of  their  designs  and  on  ooe's  gnard. 

Ckutaw — A  share  of  the  booty. 

Chutae — The  same. 

ChuloA  Lena — To  divide. 

Deo — Used  for  the  same  purpose  as  Bqjttd  khan. 
.   Deo  iStnjr— The  same. 
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Daee — The  road — term  pecaliar  to  Oockno  Tbngs. 
Z>uAe0(i— ~The  caLL  or  cry  of  the  hare.  They  wil)  perish 
in  the  jungles,  they  ^ay,  after  hearing  it,  if  they  do  not 
make  sacri&cea,  and  the  hare  or  some  other  aoimal  of  the 
forest  will  drink  water  out  of  their  skalls  :  if  they  kill  any 
ene  whom  they  hare  with  them  at  the  time,  tbey  will  find 
no  booty  on  him,  or  what  they  find  will  tend  to  their  rula 
—See  Roopuneea. 

Dukee  Phorkana — To  gargle  and  squirt  from  the 
month  soar  milk.  The  means  by  which  the  evil  threatened 
by  the  Kaht  kee  Manj,  is  averted  in  the  morning:. 

Dada  Dheera-^A  very  ancient  and  canonized  Thoff  of 
the  Bborsote  class  whom  they  invoke  in  drinking  spirits 
at  certain  religions  ceremonies.  They  do  not  mention 
bim  with  Jora  Naeh  in  the  Ghoar  offering,  or  Tupoaee  ; 
but  tbey  make  votive  offerings  of  ardent  spirits  to  Dada 
Dheera.  They  promise  an  offering  of  spirits,  and  if  they 
succeed  in  their  prayers,  they  drink  the  spirits,  if  their 
caste  permits;  if  not,  they  throw  it  on  the  ground  with  the 
expression  of  their  thanks  in  prescribed  phrases.  Dada 
Dheera's  tomb  is  visited  as  a  holy  shrine  by  Tbngs  at 
Knmona  in  Koei,  where  he  was  bnried. 

Dudh — A.  man  who  is  not  a  Thng. — See  Beeloo. 
Dhagal — Papers. 

Dhaga  htrana  or  dena — To  satisfy  a  suspecting  chief 
or  pnblio  fnnctionary  of  the  innocence  of  Tbngs  sns- 
peoted. 

Dhaga  U  ana — To  search  oat  and  report  what  they 
require  to  team  from  travellers. 

Dkagar—Aa  eliciting  of  the  intentions  of  travellers ;  or 
negociation  with  native  chiefs,  or  any  men  in  aathority 
for  protection,  or  for  release  when  arrested. 

Dhaffta — Hilly  or  jnngly  country.  Term  peonliar  to 
Snokan  Tbngs. 
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Doggti — A  faookha  of  Boy  kind ;  also  an  old  man. 

Dhokur — A  dog ;  also  a  man  who  seizes  Thngs. 

Dhonkee — 'A  police  man  or  guard.     Same  as  Ronkte. 

Dhilha—A  pice. 

.DAou/anee— One  of  the  sects  of  Thogs. 

DAo/iR— Ad  old  womat^— term  peculiar  to  Dockan 
Thngs. 

Dhuitii — Spirit    vender — term    peculiar    to    Duckan 
Thngs. 
.  Dul—WeighU 

Dttldar— Weighty. 

J>ulUr—ThB  bead. 

Dullar  Khan — Same  as  Surbulund  Khan. 

Deomun — Used  for  the  same  purpose  as  Bqjetd  Khan. 

DAamonee-kee-manj—The  fighting  of  cats,  during  the 
day,  wbich  is  a  very  bad  omen.  The  threatened  evil 
must  be  averted  by  a  sacrifice. 

i>Aa>»re«— Metal  atensils,  peculiar  to  Dnckun  Tlings. 

J>keema—Tbe  belly. 

Dheema — Goats  or  sheep,  sense  peculiar  to  Dnckun 
Thugs. 

Dant.kee — The  noise  of  jack^s  fighting  ;  a  very  bad 
omen,  which  involves  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  part  of 
the  country  in  which  the  gang  bears  it. 

Dhaundhot€ — Any  man  employed  in  the  pnrsoit  of 
Thngs. 

Dunda — Term  used  by  Dackon  Thugs  for  Kanta,  or 
braying  of  an  ass. 

Dhons-Jana — To  fly  or  escape. 

l>Aon««a— The  same. 

DhmuaiM — To  come  to  seize  or  arrest  Thugs.  Peonliar 
to  the  Dnckun  Thugs  in  this  sense. 

DhuitUroo — ^The  ass.  The  Thngs  think  the  omen  of, 
the  ass  the  most  important  of  all  whether  it  threaten! 
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CTJI  or  promiiei  good.  "  iSou  p«i,  iuroo  et  Dunt«roo." 
The  us  is  equal  to  a  knndred  birds,  im  maxim  in  ftagary. 
The  omen  of  the  ass  ia  also  saperior  to  that  of  all  ijaadra- 
peds !  If  they  hear  it  bray  oa  the  left  oB  openiag  an  ex- 
pedition ^Pi/Aaoo^,  and  it  is  soon  after  repeated  on  the 
right  (T^t&ooo),  they  believe  that  nothing  on  earth  can 
prevent  their  snoceas  dnring  that  expedition  though  it 
shoald  last  for  yeara. 

DAtuMet^— Breaking  vrind;peditvin.  SeeOorutKtiwru. 

DhuHffee—Ijotah  or  bnus  pot. 

J^Aooaiua— Dry  tobacoo. 

Ooona — Stoeka  for  coDGoing  Thaga  or  other  prisonera. 

Doom- — The  lend  screama  of  a  victim  for  help— iSTm 
Senih. 

DooKrlcuma,  or  Doonree  Xaiarna— To  BQream  tondly 
for  help. 

Doonreeaaa-. — Tho  same. 

Dapnee—A.  dagger.  Term  peculiar  to  Daokoa  Tbogs. 

Dhop-^K  dog  seen  ia  the  act  of  daoging, 

Dhara — Veisels  o{  netal. 

Dheree — A  Snrae  or  Village. 

Dkurae — The  share  of  the  booty  assigned  to  the  leaden 
before  the  general  division.  It  is  generally  the  tenth 
article  if  there  are  ten  or  more  of  the  same  kind  ;  or  one 
ana  ia  the  rupee  open  the  value,  if  there  are  not.  After 
this  dedaottoD  and  the  payment  of  a  small  extra  allow- 
ance to  the  stranglers,  grove  choosers  and  diggers,  and 
other  officers,  they  all  divide  the  booty  in  equal  shares, 
as  described  under  the  head  of  Kawree. 

The  Motheea  Thugs  about  Patoft  and  Chapra  give 
tiieir  leados,  as  Dkurat,  a  handful  of  rupees  oat  of  the 
boo^,  and  divide  with  them  the  rest  in  eqqal  shares  ; 
and  from  this  they  are  said  to  derive  their  name.  Th«r 
Jeokadars  are  bound  in  honor  to  qaorifioe  th«m8elvB8  for 
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the  good  of  their  followers,  -whenever  reqnired  to   do   bo, 

fud  have  the  character  of  being  more  staanch  than  those 

of  other  clasBes  of  Tbogs. 

'    Dheerna — The  belly.    Term  pecaliar  to   the  Dacknn 

Thugs. 

Dhurdalna — To  strangle. 
Dharohur — Strangling. 
Dhurohurkurna — To  strangle. 
Dhurdho — A  riTer. 

Dotttun — A  police  gnard  ;  any  person  fonnd  onexpect- 
edly  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  the  Belt,  or  place  ohosen 
for  the  marder,  whether  residing  there,  or  there  merely 
by  accident. 

Dutoaa — -The  call  of  the  hare ;  if  on  the  right,  it  is  a 
very  bad  omen ;  all  travellers  with  them  mnst  be  let  off. 

Ekareea — A  single  or  short  call  of  a  jackal  in  which 
he  seems  to  have  met  with  a  sadden  check.  This  is  oon- 
dered  a  very  bad  omen  by  Thugs  all  over  India. 

S5th  May  J835, 1  had  ordered  a  party  of  Sepahees,  with 
some  approvers,  to  proceed  this  morning  towards  Gwalior 
in  search  of  some  Thags  who  have  lately  found  an  asy- 
lum there.  About  9  o'clock  last  night  one  of  the  Native 
'  Officers  came  to  tell  me  that  they  conid  not  move  till 
afternoon  to  day  as  they  had  heard  a  bad  omen.  I  have 
jast  been  to  the  jail  and  discovered  that  this  bad  omen 
was  the  Ekareea,  heard  abont  8  o'clock  last  night. 
Nonhooa,  one  of  the  approvers,  declared  that  on  leaving 
Sangor  abont  three  months  ago  for  Indore  he  heard  the 
Etareea  ;  and  not  attending  to  it,  he  got  the  wound, 
which  he  received  from  a  sword  in  arresting  a  noted 
Thng  Bhyroo,  the  son  of  Himmut,  between  ladore  and 
Baroda.  These  men  Defer  go  oat  to  arrest  their  asso- 
ciates or  to  take  np  the  bodies  of  wounded  travellera  with- 
out taking  the  auspices,  though  they  rarely  tell  ns  of  it. 
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Eiburda — A  Teylee  or  oil  vender.  They  never 
either  kill  or  employ  oil  veodera,  and  if  they  meet  one 
on  leaving  home  the  first  day  they  most  retarn.  No  man 
of  this  cast  fau  yet  been  admitted  a§  a  member  of  their 
fraternity,  as  far  a§  I  can  leero.  Tbe  Thnga  attribute  their 
arrest  in  the  Mhov  cantonment,  and  all  their  consequent 
snSerin^  after  the  Dhar  aflbir,  to  their  having  murdered 
a  Teylee,  thongh  they  knew  not  bis  cast  at  the  time. 

£itawhona-~-To  assemble  together  ;  rendezvoos. 

£f(W — Any  single  person  not  a  Tfang. 

Eadh — A  woman. 

Eentab—Teim  nsed  by  tbe  Dncknn  Tbogs  for  Eetvk, 
The  term  signifies  contamination  from  the  following  cir- 
camstances  ;  1st,  the  birth  of  a  child  in  a  Thng  family ; 
Sd,  the  first  Douries  of  a  Thug's  daaghter ;  8d,  a  mar- 
riage in  a  Thng's  family  ;  4tfa,  ar  death  in  a  Thog'a  family 
of  any  person  that  has  qaitted  the  mother's  breast;  5th, 
a  mare  foaling;  6th,  circumcision;  7th,  a  bnA'aloe  or 
cow  giving  calf  or  dying;  8tb,  a  goat  or  ewe  giving 
yonng;  9tb,  a  cat  or  dog  giving  young  or  dying;  10th, 
menses  after  the  first  time.  AH  these  involve  tbe  neces' 
sity  of  sacrifice — See  Appendix  O. 

£e(Ui(— ^otamination  from  a  wife  or  daughter  being 
under  her  coorses.  No  man  can  enter  on  an  expedition 
while  they  are  in  that  state,  or  for  a  certain  number  of 
days  after ;  and  if  tbe  leader's  wife  or  daughter  should  be 
in  that  state  none  of  his  party  can  go ;  also  contamination 
from  any  of  the  above  oiroumstances.^&ee  Etntai. 

^fAa— Rupees  or  money  of  any  kind — See  Anchta. 

Etabarkkaae* — A  sect  of  Thugs  derived  from  tbe  Btir- 
aote  clan. 

QhMm — The  round  grave.  This  is  made  circular,  and 
a  small  pillar  of  hard  ground  left  in  tbe  centre.  This 
they  think  prevents  tbe  dogs,  jackals  and  other  animals 
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of  the  JQDgle  from  diggiDg  ap  the  bodies,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  granid  from  cracking  and  emitting  that  efflnria 
that  ofleQ  leads  to  their  discovery  in  the  Kurwa,  or  oblong 
grave.  The  Tbogs  aboat  Delhi,  and  the  Motheeas  of 
Patna,  Chnpra  aod  Guya,  and  many  oUier  classes  of 
Thags,  nse  the  Gohba~  The  bodies  are  closely  packed 
round  the  pillar  of  roand  earUi. 

Godtukwtta~-Gi>d,ikdna — to  perform  the  Godae. 

6M(ia— -Contaminated ;  viz.  aTbag  by  the  occarrence  of 
the  Eentab.    Also  a  man  of  the  lovest  cast — Daokan  term. 

Ohouffhee  Pkeatna,  Marna  or  Daltut — To  cast  lots 
with  cowries  for  the  booty. 

Qugttra — A  class  of  Thags  so  called. 

0<^na — To  eat. 

Gook,h«e-^T\ie  person  who  is  carrying  the  bones  of  bis 
relations  to  the  holy  river ;  a  term  pecnliar  to  the  Dncknn 
Thngs.  The  Hindoostan  Thngs  have  no  peonliar  term 
for  snch  a  person,  thongb  they  cao  ne?er  mnrder  him. 

(3aef— Trees  are. 

Ghana* — Fetters.  Term  peooliar  to  the  Jumaldehte 
and  Lodaha  Thugs, 

Ghoetla — Pice — term  pecnliar  to  the  Jumaldtka  Thags 
of  Onde. 

GoiUe — Coral.    Term  pecnliar  to  Dnckan  Thags. 

Oakum — Food. 

G«em — Same  as  Kark,  search  after  Thags.  It  also 
Bteans  theft  according  to  the  KotleeOB. 

Goino— Omen  of  the  Bkofunga  (Shrike)  seen  flying 
from  right  to  left,  or  from  left  to  right.  Both  promise  good. 
Its  call  is  not  regarded  by  Thngs. 

Gano—ik.  clan  of  Thags  so  called. 

Canoo — The  man  who  feigns  the  sickness.  See  G^an 
karn&.  These  terms  are  pecnliar  to  the  JamtUdekte, 
Lodaha,  and  Motma  Thngs. 
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Oieytu — Natse  and  coafusion,  uproar. 

Gond— 'The  haad  :  also  five  atioording  to  the  Daofcan 
Tbngs. 

G0n«e-~A  shoe. 

Cromuait — A  man  wbo  has  lost  his  haad,  or  nose.  To 
marder  sncfa  a  man  they  consider  T«-y  nolDcky,  and 
therefore  rarely  ventnre  to  da  it. 

Gfunga  ram — A.  word  of  caation  si^ifyiog  that  danger 
is  near. 

Oun  Jturna — To  feign  sickness  in  order  to  bring  tbs 
travellers  into  a  sitaation  and  condition  favorable  for 
strangling  them.  Tbe  Oanoo  falls  down  and  pretends  to 
be  taken  suddenly  and  violently  ill ;  some  of  his  friends 
raise  and  support  him ;  others  bring  water  ;  some  fe^  his 
palse,  and  at  last  one  pretends  that  a  charm  will  restore 
faim.  All  are  requested  to  sit  down,  tbe  pot  of  water  being 
in  the  centre  ;  all  are  desired  to  take  off  their  belts,  if  they 
faave  any,  and  ancover  their  neoks,  and  lastly  to  look  np 
and  count  a  certain  nomber  of  stars  if  tfaey  are  to  be  seen, 
and  in  this  state  the  roomalis  thrown  over  their  necks  and 
4faey  are  strangled. 

Ounooa — Any  fraud  or  trick  of  Tbngs. 

Gorka — Bread. 

Gorkonee — B  read . 

Omrhtta — To  strangle, 

Goor  GAdxKf— The  knot  of  the  gooroo  or  priest 
who  teaches  the  use  of  the  roomai  in  strangling.  The 
Thag  who  has  learnt  from  this  man  scientifically,  as  a 
mark  of  his  college  education,  leaves  Utta  end  of  tbe 
roomal  concealed  within  (he  knot,  or  Ghmtnt.  The 
SkuTtott  or  strangler  who  has  not  been  so  instmcted, 
leaves  (he  end  out,  as  more  secure  for  his  less  skilfal 
band.  The  man  who  has  bad  his  collegiate  edncation  is 
called  the  Qhoor  poach. 
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Gurkha—The  aeck.     Gurkha  men  dena— To  strangle. 

Gurtha — Tile  dead  body  of  a  victim. 

Oar — A  sbare  of  spoil. 

Garbut^ — A  share  of  spoil. 

Gharna — To  strangle — term  peculiar  to  the  Sooteea 
and  some  other  few  classes  of  Thags. 

Ghamakhna — The  same. 

Qoraree — The  call  of  the  Sarua. — See  Jubkur. 

Gorgnreea — A  lov  gurgling  sonDd  made  by  the  large 
owl,  which  they  s&y  resembles  the  babbling  of  a  hnka,  or 
gooTgooree,  whence  its  name ;  and  that  it  always  threateas 
evil.  If  the  Thags  hear  it  on  first  setting  oat,  they  mast 
saspend  their  journey  for  some  days.  If  they  hear  it  alter 
the  expeditioa  has  Jieen  opened,  oa  the  left,  they  mast 
advance  far  and  fast,  as  danger  parsaes  in  the  rear.  If 
on  die  right,  they  must  halt  as  danger  lies  in  front. — See 
Korra.    Dackan  Thugs  pronoonce  it  Golguhea. 

Goto — Stones,  particalarly  stones  from  graves. 

Gote  hona — Term  nsed  by  Dacknn  Thugs  for  Bote 
hana,  to  fall  into  their  snares,  become  inveigled. 

Gote  puri^ana— To  come  to  the  aid  of  the  strangler-— 
Dacknn  Tbogs. 

Gote — 'A  large  city.  Term'pecnliar  in  this  sense  to 
Duck  an  Tbags. 

Guthonie — A  knot  in  a  tarban,  or  any  other  piece  of 
cloth  in  which  money  or  jewels  may  be  concealed. 

Hukka  bhur  lao^"  Fill  yonr  pipe,"  techoically  ime  of 
the  signals  or  Jkirneea  for  the  stranglers  to  do  their  work: 
peculiar  to  the  Koetea  Thugs. 

Billa — The  rank  or  grade  held  by  Uiree  men  in  every 
expedition — 1st.  The  man  who  chooses  the  place  for 
mnrdering  people  and  bnrying  the  bodies.  2d.  The 
man  who  carries  the  Kusee,  or  consecrated  pick-axe.  3d. 
The  man  who  brings  the  goor  or  coarse  sngar,  for  the 
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Taponte,  sacrifice.  All  these  officers  are  supposed  to 
reqaire  peculiar  skill  and  pecaliar  piety.  The  man  vbo 
brings  the  goor,  mnst  be  a  man  of  great  ability  to  per- 
suade the  people  of  villages  that  so  large  a  <]naatity  of 
goor,  as  he  is  required  to  purchase,  is  for  innocent  and 
ordinary  purposes.  Three  of  the  most  skilful  Thngs  are 
selected  for  these  offices  oa  opening  every  expedition, 
and  they  get  an  allowance  out  of  the  booty  acquired,  over 
and  above  their  common  and  equal  share  vith  the  rest. 
If  the  gang  has  not  prospered,  two  of  the  three  are  chang- 
ed;  the  man  who  carries  the  pick-axe  and  the  man  who 
brings  the  goor.  Thejr'name  other  two  with  certain 
ceremonies,  and  walk  to  a  certain  tree  or  other  mark 
chosen  at  a  distance  on  the  road.  If  they  hear  or  see  the 
auspice  on  the'left,  the  deity  is  understood  to  confirm  the 
choice.  This  is  the  Pilkaoo.  If  not.  They  must  nams 
other  two  men,  and  so  on,  till  they  find  the  deity  approve. 

Hingra — A.  shopkeeper.  Term  confined  to  the  Dncknn 
Thngs. 

Handeevmli — One  of  the  sects  of  Thngs.  They  are 
Mnsalmaas,  and  reside  in  Telingana.  The  Dackun 
Thugs  divide  themselves  into  five  districts;  those  of 
fierar,  Telingana,  Dncknn  or  Sbolapore,  Arcot,  Knr- 
natak.  The  term  Handeeuml  they  consider  as  applica- 
ble to  those  of  Telingana  only;  and  to  them  only  as 
a  nickname.  is  a  term  of  reproach  given  by  the 
Agnreea  Thngs  to  the  Teliuganas,  who  are  extremely 
indignant  when  they  hear  it.  Sahib  Khan,  a  Thug  leader 
from  Telingana,  and  a  very  respectable  and  pions  man  in 
the  opinion  of  his  fraternity,  told  me  when  I  was  revising 
this  vocabulary,  that  if  I  intended  to  send  it  to  govern- 
ment, he  hoped  I  would  not  designate  the  Thngs  of  his 
district  b;  this  odious  term.  It  would  imply  that  they 
had  been  ia  the  habit  of  eating  food  dressed  in  old  and 
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dirty  earthen  pots,  whereaa  there  were  really  do  meo  id 
the  vofid  more  sompnloiu  than  they  vere  in  this  aai 
alt  matters  relating  to  their  cast.     See  Appendix. 

Hurwa — A  BFahmnn— 4erm  pscaliar  to  Dnckan  Tfanga. 

Huttar—Ono  of  the  seren  olana  of  Thugs. 

Jhawur— 'Among  Berar  Thngs  signifies  a  Hahommn< 
dan ;  among  those  of  Berar  and  Bengal  it  aigni6es  a  Ka- 
w«r,  or  the  pair  of  jars  in  which  the  Kawrutties  carry 
Ganges  water. 

Jokkur — A  dog.  If  the  Thng  sees  a  dog  shake  his  head, 
they  give  up  the  design  they  have  formed  whatever  it  may 
be.  If  they  see  the  dog  dang  on  the  right  or  lefl  on  the 
first  day  of  opening  the  expedition,  it  is  a  bad  omen,  and 
they  retom  and  postpone  their  jonrney  three  days.  If 
after  having  opened  the  expedition  and  advanced  a  day's 
jonrney,  the  dog  is  seen  to  dang  on  the  left,  they  move  on 
fast,  as  there  is  danger  behind ;  if  on  the  right,  they  most 
rest  or  move  slowly  as  there  is  danger  in  advance.  If 
they  see  the  dog  dang  by  moon-light,  they  call  it  the 
Chandnee  tee  dhah,  or  moon-light  dkah,  and  consider  it 
a  very  bad  omen.  They  mast  suspend  operations  for 
three  days.  If  when  preparing  to  set  out  from  any  stage, 
they  see  a  dog  dang,  they  call  it  the  Meih  tee  dhah, 
or  dhah  of  the  tent  pins ;  and  the  pins  are  not  to  be 
taken  np ;  that  is,  they  are  not  to  move  that  day.  If  they 
■ee  the  dog  dung  in  the  evening,  tiiey  call  it  the  Gav3- 
dhoor  tee  dhah,  and  oonsidei  it  good  and  promising  a 
good  booty  within  seven  days. 

/Aeea/oo^Same  as  Jywalat, 

Jhuller—The  belly. 

Jttlkagura — The  call  of  the  large  hill  enw,  while 
sitting  on  a  tree,  with  a  lake  (tank,)  or  river  in  right. 
This  is  a  very  favourable  omen,  and  promises  on  iaune- 
diate  and  great  booty.    If  it  calls  from  the  back  ef  a 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     9'     ) 

living  baffaloe,  pig,  or  from  the  ikeleton  of  any  kind  of 
aaimal,  it  is  a  bad  omen.  If  from  rocks  od  plain  grounds 
iadiffereot.  Some  classes  of  Thugs  consider  its  oall 
from  the  back  of  the  cow  good,  others  ooosider  it  bad. 

JulAar—lbe  call  of  the  Sanu.  It  is  ooosidered  a 
very  ifflportaot  omeo.  It  must  be  heard  first  on  the  left, 
on  opening  ao  expedition,  and  if  repeated  on  the  right,  it 
■a  very  good.  If  on  settiogout  from  anystage  they  hear  it 
OD  the  right,  it  is  bad,  ualess  preceded  by  the  call  on  tite 
left.  If  oa  reaohiog  any  stage,  they  hear  it  on  the  right. 
It  is  good,  and  if  repeated  on  the  left,  they  expect  a 
great  booty  io  jeirels  or  money.  If  the  Julkar  is  heard 
on  the  left  after  they  reach  any  stage,  it  is  a  bad  omen, 
threatens  disputes  and  arrests.  The  same  rules  are 
applicable  to  almost  all  omens. 

.  Jyioaloo — A  person  left  for  dead  bat  found  afterwards 
to  have  life  in  bin. 

Jktema — The  belly— term  peculiar  to  Moltttntt  Thagi. 
Jhummanta — One  not  a  Thng  to  whom  the  Thugs  are 
known,  and  is  to  be  avoided  by  them. 

Jumaldahtt — A  class  of  Thugs  that  are  settled  in  Oade 
and  some  other  parts  Bast  of  the  Ganges  They  are  consi- 
dered very  clever,  and  expert,  and  more  staaaoh  to  their 
oath  of  secrecy  than  most  other  classes.  They  are  4yw- 
rteas,  or  emigrants  from  Delhi  through  Agra,  and  sap- 
posed  to  be  descendants  from  a  man  named  Jnmalod 
Deen.  Tbey  do  not  commonly  allow  their  females  to  know 
their  trade,  nor  permit  their  sons  to  join  in  their  expedl- 
tions,  till  they  have  attained  the  age  of  puberty.  Tbey 
assign  a  full  share  of  the  booty  to  every  member  of  the 
gang  who  has  been  left  at  home  to  take  care  of  their 
•families. 

Jtimaldeb«e~~lt  is  statetf  that  in  the  time  of  M UDseor. 
Alee  Khan  the  Jmnatdeluts,  tu  the  amount  of  some  haa- 
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dred  familiesi  came  from  Delhi,  and  established  them- 
Belvei  in  the  pargana  of  fibyswara,  in  the  village  of  Til- 
lobeS)  noder  the  protectioo  of  the  Rajah,  ooe  of  the 
ancestors  of  the  present  Rajah  Shunker  Sing,  to  whom 
tbey  used  to  give  a  portion  of  their  booty  in  the  most 
Talaable  and  rare  articles,  as  horses,  jewels,  &c.  &c. 
The  protection  he  gave  them  was  reported  to  Conrt,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  expel  all  the  Thag  families  who  dis- 
persed in  different  directions.  Some  established  Ihem- 
selves  JD  other  parts  of  Oude.  Some  went  to  Goruckpore, 
Darbhanga,  Tirhoot.  Those  who  went  to  the  last  two 
districts  were  from  that  time  called  Lodahas,  while  the 
others  all  retained  the  title  o(  Jumaldekees.  They  are  all 
of  the  same  clan,  and  use  tbo  same  Ramasee  or  slang 
dialect. 

In  the  time  of  Asafod  doola,  some  five  or  sis  families 
of  the  Gomokpore  Thngs  returned  to  Oode.  and  esta- 
blished themselves  at  Nadfaee  in  Jngdespore,  ander  the 
protectioo  of  Baboo  Balwnnt  Khan,  the  grand  fatter 
of  the  present  chief  Allah  bnksh  Khan.  From  five 
or  six  families  they  increased  to  forty  or  fifty,  nnder 
his  protection  and  sapport,  when  tfaey  became  so  notori- 
oas  that  bis  sovereign  obliged  him  to  expell  them  ;  and 
tbey  dispersed  themselves  and  settled  in  Kotedeh  and 
Bhartolee  and  Bhowulmowe  in  the  Deorhee  of  Hindoo 
Sing,  and  Rudolee,  Dnreeabad,  and  the  town  of  Dnreea- 
bad  itself,  in  Dutekaporwa,  Tindolee  in  Hnleeapore, 
Balahnrdoee,  Nasseerabad  and  Tholefareg.  The  greater 
part  of  the  operators  of  this  class  in  Oude  have  now  been 
seoared. 

Jadermun — A  woman. 

Iter  Jano— Term  nsed  by  Dackaa  Thngs  for  Chuh' 
Jaaa — to  become  aware  or  suspicions  of  the  designs  of  the 
Thags.    Id  coQtradistiacUoa  to  Goie  hona  or  Chuk  Aona. 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


C     99    ) 

Jangura — A  Rajpoot.  Term  pecaliar  to  Dacknn 
Tbngs. 

Jungjort  Rqja — Term  among  the  Dackno  Tbngs  for 

the  responding  of  two  large  owb  iotbeir  load  full  call, 

called  by  (hem  the  Rqfa  or  Sfahee ;  and  by  Hindoostan 

Thngs,  the  TTtakur ;  this  is  a  bad  omen,  and  all  travellers 

Trbom  the  gang  may  then  have  with  Ihem  mast  be  snfi'ered 

to  escape.     Any  ventriloquist,  who  coald  imitate  this  and 

some  other  calls  mentioded  in  this  vocabulary,  might  travel 

from  Lahore  to  Cape  Comorin,  without  danger  from  Thngs, 

Jheer  Dalna— To  strangle.     A  term  peculiar  to  the 

Sooteeas  and  some  other  classes  of  Thngs  to  the  west. 

Jeema — The  same  Jheernatkna. 

Jhauwur — Term  among  Berar  Thags  for  a  Unsalman. 

J/itrRe«— The  signal  for  strangling  ;   this  is  commonly 

given  either  by  the  leader  of  the  gang,  or  the  Belha,  who 

has  chosen  the  place  for  the  marder. 

Jhirneedena — To  give  the  signal  for  strangling. 
Jkowar  Kkan-~CtM  of  spies  and  sconts  to  say  that 
danger  is  near,  and  the  gang  must  conceal  themselves. 
Jhowar  dena — ^To  conceal  things  from  stranglers. 
Jhovmr  lena^—1o  conceal  or  hide  ones  self,  or  any  thing 
one  has. 

Jhora  Naek — A  celebrated  leader  of  the  Multan  Thngs 
and  of  the  clan  of  Hurtal;  his  name  is  mentioned  with 
reTorence  in  their  sacrifices— See  Tupuna.  He  was  a 
Hiualman  and  be  and  his  servant  Kodak  Banwaree,  are 
said  to  have  killed  a  man  who  had  in  jewels  and  other 
articles,  property  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  rupees  laden  upon  a  male.  They  brought  home 
the  booty,  assembled  alt  the  members  of  their  fraternity 
within  reach,  and  honestly  divided  the  whole  as  if  all  had 
been  present.  Jora  Naek,  his  wife  and  his  slave,  were 
all  canonized  io  oooseqneace. 
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J&uratffUH  ho,  or  ho  Jao — Rao,  Fly. 

Jhurjana — To  ran,  or  fly  from  parsait. 

Jhurwtt — The  word  made  use  of  by  spies  and  sconta  to 
tell  the  gang  that  danger  is  at  hand  and  they  mnst  By. 

Jhvrwa  Kkan,  Jkurva  Sing—Tha  same. 

Jhurowa — The  fngitire  Thug  or  Thag  flying  from  dan- 
ger. 

iMoota— Small  or  feeble  man  (either  Thng  or  other 
person,}  or  small  village. 

Jeetna,  Jeetjana,  Jeetaepurjatia — To  take  the  anspices. 
When  the  Thugs  are  prepared  to  ondertake  an  expedition, 
tbey  seat  the  nost  learned  pundit  they  can  get  upon  a 
blanket,  with  their  leader  and  fonr  of  the  Thogs,  the 
most  respectable  in  their  vocation  from  birth  and  oharao- 
ter.  The  rest  of  the  gang  sit  around  outside  the  blanket. 
They  place  before  the  pandit  as  an  ofiiering  a  brass  plate 
f  Thalee J  vith  some  rice,  vheat  and  tiro  copper  coins 
opon  it.  The  leader  asks  the  pandit,  respectfally,  what 
day  will  be  proper  to  open  the  expedition,  and  he  after 
due  search  and  ceremony,  pronounces  the  day,  the  hour, 
and  the  direction.  They  on  the  day  appointed  fill  a  Lotah 
(brass  jng)  with  water,  which  the  leader  holds  snspeitded 
by  the  month  in  his  right  hand  down  by  his  side.  In  » 
clean  white  handkerchief  they  tye  np  five  knots  of  tnrme- 
ricki  two  copper  coins,  one  silver  coin  and  the  pick-axe, 
and  tills  the  leader  holds  upon  his  breast  in  his  left  hand. 
He  now  turns  to  the  direction  indicated  by  the  priest,  and 
mores  od  slowly  followed  by  bis  gang  to  a  field  or  garden 
oatside  the  village.  Oa  reaching  the  spot  thought  bast 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  be  stands  with  his  face  still  in 
the  direction  indicated,  bis  left  band  on  his  breast,  and  his 
right  down  by  bis  side  with  the  lot^  ;  and  with  bis  eyes 
lifted  to  heaven,  and  his  mind  abstracted  from  all  earthly 
things,  he  says,   "  Great  Goddess  !  universal  mother  I 
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if  tbi)  our  meditated  expedition  is  fitting  in  tby  ngbt^ 
Toachsafe  qs  help,  and  the  signs  of  tby  approbatioD  \" 
All  the  Thagt  present  repeat  this  prayer  after  the  leader, 
and  join  in  tbe  praises  and  vorsbip  of  tbe  goddess.  If 
within  half  an  hoar  they  hear  or  sea  the  Pilhaoo  (or  ani- 
pioe  on  the  left),  it  signifies  that  the  deity  has  taken  then 
by  the  left  band  to  lead  them  on.  ff  the  I%ibaoo  (or 
omen  on  the  right)  follows,  it  signifies  that  tbe  deity  has 
TOQohsafed  to  take  them  by  the  right  hand  also.  The  leader 
then  pnts  tbe  lotah  on  tbe  gronnd,  and  sita  down  with  his 
face  in  the  same  direction.  He  keeps  the  silver  and  cop- 
per pice  and  tnrmerick  daring  tbe  whole  expedition, 
and  gi?eg  them  as  an  offering  to  some  poor  Brahman  on 
his  return ;  bat  if  tbe  expedition  has  been  very  prosperous 
he  keeps  them  to  use  again  io  opening  others. 

The  leader  remains  seated  ia  that  spot  seven  honrs, 
while  his  followers  bring  him  food,  and  make  all  neoes-. 
sary  preparations  for  their  joarney.  When  all  is  ready, 
they  advance  a  few  paces  in  the  precise  direction  indi- 
cated, bat  afterwards  they  may  turn  to  tbe  ri^t  or  left  as 
impediments  or  incentives  present  themselves.  On  arriv- 
ing at  tbe  first  stage,  they  moat  hear  or  see  tbe  T^tiooo 
first,  and  the  omen  is  improved  by  the  Pilhaoo  afterwards. 
Having  had  the  anspices  favorable  thus  far,  they  pro- 
ceed next  morning  to  the  nearest  water,  and  there  eat 
the  goor  and  tbe  dal  which  the  leader  takes  with  him. 
Any  bad  omen  after  this  can  be  averted  by  the  nsaal 
sacrifices,  offerings  and  observance,  bat  any  bad  omen 
befiwe  it  involves  the  necessity  of  retaming  and  open* 
ing  the  expedition  anew.  If  tbe  lotah  shonid  drop 
frcHn  the  Jemadar's  band,  he  mast,  they  think,  die 
within  that  or  the  following  year  inevitably.  If  they 
hear  any  one  weeping  for  the  dead  on  leaving  the 
village,  it  threatens  great  evil.    If  they  meet  the  oorpi 
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of  any  one  belonging  to  tfae  village,  it  is  a  rery  bad 
otnea.  Or  if  they  meet  aa  oil  vender,  a  carpenter,  or 
potter,  a  dancing  master,  a  blind  or  lame  man,  a  fnkeer 
vrith  a  brown  waist  band,  or  a  jogee  wilb  long  traced 
bair, — all  threaten  evil. 

If  after  eating  the  goor  and  dal,  Ibey  get  the  TTiibaoo, 
it  aasnrM  them  a  rich  booty  within  a  month  and  a  half.  It 
is  good  also  to  see  a  fair  in  any  village  bat  their  own  on 
the  road.  A  corpse  from  any  village  bnt  their  own  is  a 
good  omen  :  so  also  is  it  good  to  aee  a  party  of  fri^ids 
weeping  roand  a  woman  tidcing  leave  of  iter  parental 
roof  to  go  to  that  of  her  faasband. 

They  must  not  open  an  expedition  in  Sattan,  (Jnly,) 
Koar,  (September,)  nor  in  Poos,  (December,)  nor  on  a 
Wednesday  nor  a  Tharsday, 

Kubita — Term  for  Bhurtote  or  strangler  among  the 
Jumaldeheet  and  Lodakaa. 

Kvbitae — The  office  or  dnty  of  i^ieKvhita. 

Kkobba — Beef,  mntton,  or  any  other  flesh  meat.  Pecu- 
liar to  Dackan  Thugs. 

KhiA.ha — A  village  or  hamlet,  same  as  Kkuffha. 

Kvhoola—h.  menial  servant  of  Thugs  ;  or  a  low  raw- 
man  on  Thoggee.  A  Tyro,  as  distinguished  frooi 
Burka,  a  Thag  of  distinction. 

Kuckunee — One  of  the  seven  clans  of  Thngs. 

Khuchooa — A  pick-pocket. 

Kucha — Unbaried,  or  imperfectly  bnried ;  referring  to  a 
dead  body.  Also  a  Thng  who  diaoloses  what  he  knows 
r^arding  his  associates. 

Kkodda — An  old  man. 

Kkodeylee  or  Khoreylee — An  eight  ana  piece. 

Khydura — Barknndaazes,  chnprasies,  najeebs,  or  any 
armed  police  men  ;  distinguished  from  Rungaoas,  or 
aipahees  or  soldiers. 
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Koduck'hunwaree — The  celebratetl  follower  of  Jbora 
Aaeit.— See  Tuponee.     He  was  a  LodAee  b;  cast, 

Kode — Dressed  rice.  Term  peculiar  to  Dnckaa  Thogs. 

Kud,hooa — The  head.  A  term  pecnlJar  to  the  Koeleea 
and  some  other  classes  of  Tho^s. 

Khtiffha — Same  as  Khubha,  village  or  hamlet. 

Kugura — The  oroakiog  of  a  tar^  mountaia  crow. 
Contrary  to  the  ordinary  rales  of  aagury,  the  PUkaoo, 
in  this  omen,  is  Uie  croakia^  on  the  right ;  and  the 
Thibaoo  the  croaking  on  the  left.  If  he  croaks  from  a 
tree  either  on  the  right  or  the  left,  it  promises  good ;  and 
if  water  be  in  sight,  it  is  better.  See  Jul-kugura,  or  the 
water  croak.  If  heard  from  a  tree  while  the  gang  are  in 
camp,  it  promises  a  rich  traveller  on  that  spot,  and  the 
gang  waits  for  him.  If  he  croaks  while  on  the  back  of  a 
pig,  or  baffalo,  or  from  any  dead  body,  or  skeleton,  the 
omen  is  bad.  If  from  the  back  of  a  cow,  someThogs  think 
it  a  good,  others  a  bad  omen, 

,  KoiQaoo — A  Thag  informer;  one  whodenooncesThags 
or  extorts  money  from  them. 

Kt0 — A  traveller,  or  any  man  nota  Thug;  same  as  Beetoo. 

Kifjijee — A  woman  of  any  kind  not  of  a  Thag  family. 

£ij^yfe«— Fetters.  Term  confined  to  the  Ducknn 
Thags, 

KJiokhee  turna — To  hawk  np  the  phlegm  from  the 
throat.  See  Tkokkee.  A  signal  to  prepare  for  action, 
strangling,  or  marching,  or  doing  any  thing  they  have  in 
hand. 

Khokureea — A  Bangureea  Thng,  applied  to  them  by 
other  Thngs  as  a  term  of  reproach,  as  Hamdeewal  is  to 
the  Tjelingana  Thngs. 

Kokatee — Dncknn  Thng's  term  for  the  Korra,  or  low 
dinking  sound  of  the  lar^e  owl,  which  always  threatens 
evil  to  be  averted  by  sacrifices. 
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J^underee-S  weetmeata. 

KaUe— Night. 

Kaul — A  village.     Term  pecaliar  to  Dackon  Thogs. 

ATou/ifcee— liiq  uo  r. 

Kalee  kee  ii%at\j — The  figfatiDg  of  oats  heard  at  night 
after  the  first  vatoh,  which  is  an  evil  omen. 

Kkal  Khoseea — A  barber. 

Khullee — A  Thng  who  conceals  himself  on  hia  return 
home  from  the  dread  of  his  creditors. 

KkuUeta—A.\i\\a^Q,  Term  peooliar  to  iCoe/eea  Thags. 

Kulloo—A.  thief. 

KuUooee^-Thait. 

Kamp — A  bribe  for  the  release  or  ransom  of  Thngs. 

Khat — Is  the  term  ased  bj  the  DaokuD  Tfaogs  for 
Kamp,  a  bribe. 

Kkom-^A.  door. 

KAomusna — To  rash  in  upon  travellers  when  there  is 
no  time  for  the  ordinary  ceremonies  ofmarder. 

Komil — Something  anbecoraiog  one's  condition  and 
cast,  and  likely  therefore  to  lead  to  saspicioa. 

fon/a— The  omen  of  the  braying  of  the  ass.  It  is  an 
omenof  great  importance,  and  mast  be  heard  first  on  the 
lei^  on  opening  an  expedition,  or  on  setting  oat  from  any 
other  stage.  If  on  reaching  any  stage,  or  while  hanlting  at 
any  stage,  it  is  heard  on  the  left,  they  most  leave  the  place 
and  go  on  ;  for  tncb  sitnations  it  is  good  on  the  right.  If 
the  ass  approaches  the  gang,  braying  from  the  front,  it  is 
a  very  bad  omen,  and  is  called  Mathaphore — the  head 
breaker. 

fanfiux— A  knife. 

Kanthuna  or  Kanth  dtilna— To  cnt  up  the  body  of  a 
murdered  person  in  order  to  prevent  its  swelling  and 
f<H-miag  cracks  in  the  soil  that  covers  it.  Also  to  kill  with 
a  knife,  a  person  whom  they  have  not  time  to  strangle,  ax 
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Uie  approach  of  danger,  or  itab  »  strangled   person  in 
order  to  prevent  the  posiibilitjr  of  his  recovery. 

Kanee  Ind — The  name  of  the  wife  otjoora  Naek — See 
Tuponee. 
Khoiuana^~To  retnrn  or  Khowuana. 
Khonchkhana — Same  as   Tujtjana.    Term  peculiar  to 
Ducknn  Thugs. 

KoAdoo—Tbe  belly.  Term  peonliar  to  the  KoeleeaTbngs. 

Khanjoo — A  «at  parse.    Pecniiar  to  Daokon  Thugs, 

Kondul  kurna  or  Daina — To  poond  in  (he  earth  apon 
the  bodies  when  Uiey  are  secarely  boried.  Term  confined 
to  Dockan  Thugs. 

Kotffttl — The  oall  of  tbe  Saurus.  Terra  pecniiar  to  the 
Jumaldtkee,  Lodaha,  and  Moteea  Thngs  of  Behar  and 
Beogal.    Same  as  JiUhar. 

Kotuk — A  novice  or  tyro  in  Thuggee.  Term  pecniiar 
to  tbe  Jitmaldthee,  Lodaha.  and  Moteea  Tkngi  of  Bengal 
and  Behar. 

K«He»Ue^~''EAn9gs,  gold. 

JCopsee— Corn  or  grain,  or  any  i^ricnltoral  prodnce  in 
tlie  ground,  before  harvest. 

Karthee  it k ma— Inveigling  travellers,  or  secretly  cob- 
suiting  abont  their  mnrder. 

Karthee  laust  iartut — To  speak  or  consult  in  ■  low 
voice  or  whisper, 

Karh — Search  or  caqoiry  after  Thags, 

Karhtuma — To   search  after,  or  molest  Tlitfgs. 

Karhoo--Ont  who  searches  after,  betrays,  or  nolesta 
then. 

Khnrtae-~At>j  bad  omen.    DuckoD  Thngs. 

Kaujree — Breaking  wind.    See  Oorut  iawree. 

2Cartheaiia~~S*m»  as  Karthee  kurna, 

JUaroo— A  gang  of  Tkags. 

Kharoo  phootna—To  break  up  or  disperse  the  gang. 
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Kharkuneea~—The  passing  of  a  bare  across  the   road 
in  front  of  the  gaog ;  a  bad  omen  either  from  right  to  left, 
or  left  to  right. 
Khoras — Pice,  copper  coinage. 

Khour— An  army.    Peculiar  to  the  Dooab,   Oade  and 
Behar  Thugs. 
Khorchee — A  barber. 
Khora — Unl  ncky . 

Khoruk — A  horse,  so  called  by  Dnckan  Thugs. 
Khortanet — A  mare,  ditto  ditto. 

Kurba—Sacure  or  perfect  burial,  aa  distinguished  from 
Angjhap,  imperfect  burial. 

Kurb(Ueurre« — Term  used  by  Dncknn  Thngs  for 
Lugha,  Sexton,  wheo  the  bodies  are  securely  buried. 

KurbakuTna — To  dig  graves  when  the  bodies  are  to  be 
securely  buried, — all  three  terms  chiefly  confined  to 
Dncknn  Thngs. 

Khurkha — Same  as  Kanta,  an  ass. 
Khureyree — (See    Putouree)    Term  pecoliar  to   the 
JemeUdekeea,  Dooab  and  Behar  Thugs,  for  the  small  ovl. 

Khureynja — A  nalab  or  ravine.  Term  peculiar  to  the 
Jemaldekee  Thugs. 

Khuruk — Noise  made  by  the  pick-axe  in  digging  the 
grave. 

Korra — A  low  clicking  sound  made  by  the  large  owl. 
It  always  threatens  evil  like  the  Gorgureta.  The  Duckun 
Thngs  coll  this  Kokatee. 
Kourga — Silver.  Term  confined  to  Duckon  Tl)ng8. 
Korhureeaa — The  Thugs  who  resided  in  the  district  of 
Korhur,  between  Etawa  and  Cawnpore,  after  their  expal- 
sion  from  Detbie. 

Kavree  Phetikna,  Mama  or  Dalna — To  oast  lots  for  the 
booty.  After  defraying  all  extra  expenses  to  leaders  and 
offioen,  they  commoDly  divide  the  booty  into  three  eqaal 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     107     ) 

shares  and  the  gang  inta  three  eqaal  parties.  A  eowree 
is  then  given  to  each  party,  who,  after  marking  it,  pnts  it 
into  the  band  of  a  mao,  who,  withoat  knowing  to  which 
parly  the  cowrees  respectively  belong,  pats  one  on  each 
of  (he  three  piles,  and  each  party  takes  the  pile  on  which 
its  eowree  has  been  placed,  and  sabdivides  it  among  the 
individuals. 

Kurioa — Tbe  grave,  made  sqaare  or  oblong,  for  the 
bodies  of  the  persona  mardered — See  Gobba. 

Kuraaul—Tiie  large  male  antelope.  If  a  single  ante- 
lope or  a  pair  only  are  seen  crossing  the  road  from  left  to 
tiie  right,  it  is  a  good  omen ;  viz.  the  TUbaoo.  If  from 
right  to  the  left,  very  bad ;  viz.  the  Pilhaoo. 

KAurtul — Term  ased  hy  Dackas  Thags,  for  Kotar, 
any  bad  omen. 

KAosman— Term  for  a  Mnanlman. 
Khoaur — The  month  among   the   Behar  Thngs  called 
Khomur  Kkosir. 

Khout — Retnm,  in  contradistiootioo  to  Piuur,  advance. 
Kiswara — A  well. 

Kustee — Tbe  consecrated  pick-axe.  At  first  Thugs 
were  allowed  by  Davy,  according  to  their  creed,  to  leave 
en  (he  ground  the  bodies  of  the  persons  murdered,  but  were 
prohibited  from  looking  back  to  sec  how  she  disposed  of 
them.  A  slave  on  one  occasion  looked  back,  and  saw  her 
occupied  in  throwing  them  into  the  air,  without  any 
clothes  on  her  body.  She  was  naturally  very  angry  and 
bid  tbeminfntnre  to  bury  the  bodies  themsdves;  bntto 
ase  in  making  the  graves  pick-axes  daly  consecrated.  On 
ascertaining  from  the  priest  or  elder  of  the  gang  a  incky 
day  for  the  pnrpose,  the  leader  of  the  gang  goes  to  tbe 
blacksmiths,  and  having  closed  the  door  that  no  other 
person  may  enter,  gets  him  to  make  the  axe  in  bis  pre- 
■ence,  without  touching  any  other  work  till  it  ii  completed. 
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Od  a  day  fixed,  either  Friday,  Monday,  Tafliday,  Or 
Wednesday,  they  give  it  the  dhoap  or  incense  offering. 
The  place  chosen  must  be  either  inside  a  boose  or  tent, 
10  that  the  shadow  of  no  living  thing  may  fall  on  and 
contaminate  the  axe.  The  Tfaog  most  skilled  in  the 
ceremonies,  sits  down  with  his  face  to  tbe  west,  and 
receives  the  pick-axe  on  a  brass  dish.  A  pit  is  dug  in  the 
gconnd,  and  the  piok-axe  is  washed  wiUi  water  which  falls 
into  this  pit.  It  is  afterwards  washed  with  a  mixtnre  of 
sngar  and  water.  Then  with  dehee  or  soar  milk,  and 
lastly  with  ardent  spirits ;  all  falling  snccessirely  from  tbe 
pick-axe  into  the  pit  It  is  then  marked  from  the  head 
to  the  point  with  seven  spots  of  red  lead,  and  placed  on 
tiie  brass  dish,  containing  an  entire  cocoannt,  some 
cloves,  pawn  leaves,  gogal  gnm  (amyris  a  gollaoha) 
inderjon,  some  seed  of  Uie  sesamam,  white  sandal  wood, 
and  sngar.  In  a  small  brass  cap  close  by,  is  some  ghee. 
They  now  kindle  a  fire  from  some  dried  cow  dang,  and 
some  wood  of  the  mango  or  byr  tree,  and  throw  in  npon 
it  the  above  named  articles,  except  the  cocoannt ;  and 
when  tbe  flame  rises,  they  pass  the  pick-axe  seven  times 
through  it,  the  officiating  priest  holding  it  in  both  hands. 
He  now  strips  the  cocoannt  of  its  outer  coat,  and  placing 
it  on  the  ground,  holds  the  pick-axe  by  tbe  point  in  his 
tight  hand,  and  says  "  Shall  [  strike  V  All  around  repi; 
yes.  He  then  says  "  all  hail  mighty  Davy,  great  mother 
of  all !"  and  striking  the  cocoannt  with  the  bat  end  of  the 
pick-axe,  breaks  it  in  pieces,  on  which  all  exclaim  "  All 
hail  Davy  uid  prosper  tbe  Thogs  !"  They  throw  all  the 
shell  and  some  of  the  kernel  Into  the  fire,  tie  up  the 
pick-axe  in  a  clean  piece  of  white  cloth,  and  placing  it 
on  the  ground  to  tbe  west,  ajt  face  in  that  direction  and 
worship  it.  This  done  they  all  partake  of  the  kernel  of  ' 
fiie  cocoannt,  and  collect  all  the  fragments  sad  put  them 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     109    ) 

into  the  pit,  that  they  ma;  never  after  be  contumnated 
by  the  ■  toaoh  of  any  one's  foot.  If  ^ter  this  ceremony 
the  Thibaoo,  or  anspice  on  the  right  is  seen  or  beard,  the 
aacriGoe  has  been  approred.  If  the  Pilhaoo,  on  the  left, 
it  is  not ;  and  if  the  coooannt  is  not  severed  at  one  blow, 
the  deity  is  considered  to  have  disapproved,  and  another 
day  is  appointed  for  tiie  ceremony  to  be  performed  over 
a^o.  Henceforward  the  pickaxe  is  called  the  Ka$see, 
or  JHoAee,  instead  of  KodaUe.  The  Jemadar  keeps  it 
with  great  care,  and  before  every  expedition  the  cere* 
nony  mast  be  repeated. 

It  is  given  to  the  shrewdest,  cleanest  and  most  sober  and 
earefal  man  of  the  party,  who  carries  it  in  his  waist-belt. 
While  in  oarap  he  bnries  itinasecareplace,  with  its  point 
in  the  direcUon  they  intend  to  go  ;  and  they  believe  that  if . 
another  direction  is  better  its  point  will  be  foond  changed. 
They  say  that  formerly  they  nsed  to  throw  it  into  a  well, 
and  that  it  wonid  come  ap  of  itself  when  snmmoaed  with 
due  ceremonies  ;  bat  since  they  began  to  do  what  was 
forbidden,  and  negleoted  what  was  enjoined,  it  has  lost 
that  virtue.  They  say  that  it  has  it  still  among  some 
etasaes  of  Thogs  in  the  Dackun  who  have  adhered  mora 
rigidly  to  their  rites  and  usages.  No  foot  mnst  teach  the 
eardi  under  which  it  lies  boried ;  nor  may  the  pickaxe  be 
toached  by  any  man  in  an  unolean  state,  or  by  any  uncleaa 
animal  or  thing.  The  bnrnt  oBeriogis  repeated  on  certain 
bolydaya,  and  whenever  they  have  been  long  without  a 
victim.  After  every  grave  made  with  it,  it  most  b« 
bathed  with  certain  cer^onies. 

.  The  oath  by  the  Ktuaee  is,  in  their  esteem,  tar  mora 
sacred  than  that  by  the  Ganges  water  or  the  Koran,  and 
I  have  known  men  who  have  been  in  prison  twenty  years, 
entertain  the  firmest  conviction  that  peijnry  on  the  Ka*- 
»ee,  wbm  the  oath  has  been  administered  with  doe  oere- 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     110    ) 

mony,  most  iaevitably  caase  the  death  of  the  person 
irithin  six  days,  or  involve  him  in  some  great  catamity. 
I  have  talked  with  hundreds  who  have  told  all  their 
eecrets,  and  I  never  yet  met  a  Thug  that  did  not,  up  to 
the  last  moment  of  bis  existence,  believe  the  same.  They 
never  under  any  circumstance  lose  their  confidence  in 
the  Kaasee;  and  if  it  fail  them,  they  attribute  it  to  acci- 
dental neglect  of  the  prescribed  ceremonies.  In  prison, 
when  administering  an  oath  to  each  other  in  cases  of 
dispute  among  themselves,  I  have  known  them  frame  the 
image  of  the  Kasaee  ogt  of  a  piece  of  cloth,  and  consecrate 
it  for  the  purpose.  The  deponent  puts  his  hand  on  it 
while  he  deposes,  or  holds  it  in  both  hands,  and  after 
haviug  sworn  he  drinks  water  in  which  the  Katsee  has 
been  washed,  or  he  goes  before  the  image  of  Davey  with 
the  Kattee  in  his  hands  and  swears. 

If  the  Kattee  at  any  time  falls  from  the  hands  of  the 
man  who  carries  it,  it  is  a  dreadful  omen,  and  portends 
that  he  will  either  be  that  year  killed,  or  that  the  gang 
will  suffer  some  grievons  misfortune.  The  gang  mnst 
deprive  him  of  his  office,  return  home,  or  change  the  road, 
and  consecrate  the  Kassee  anew ;  and  no  other  party 
will  ever  encamp  or  associate  with  one  whose  Kassee  has 
■o  fallen,  lest  they  should  be  involved  in  the  calamity. 
Many  are  the  curious  stories  they  relate  to  illustrate 
all  this. 

Kathur — One  of  the  sects  of  Thngs.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  derive  their  name  from  a  man,  who  attended  the 
feasts  of  the  seven  classes  at  Dehlie  with  a  wooden  dish 
or  trencher,  called  Kathur — took  to  their  trade,  and  left 
it  AS  an  inheritance  to  his  descendants. 

Kautffurree — The  office  of  a  scoo|,  or  spy. 

Kaulffur — A  scout  or  spy. 

Kotar — A  bad  omen.    Duckun  Thugs. 
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Kotuch—A.  Dovice  or  tyro  in  Thuggee. 

Keyta — Ardent  spiriti. 

Khotana — To  set  oat  with  travellers  before  daylight 
Id  the  morninfir. 

KAotub — The  ioterval  betweea  mtdaight  and  dayhreak 
or  sunrise. 

Khotub  men  LadAjui—~To  mnrder  ia  that  interval. 

Kkatumor—To  encamp  or  lodge.  Term  pecaliar  to 
tome  claasea  of  Thngs. 

Khtttana,  or  Kkutae,  or  KAutae  dtna — To  infono 
against  the  gang  in  conseqnence  of  a  qnarrel ;  or  to  become 
their  enemies. 

£(ii(m(m— The  doing  so,  or  Khuthat. 

KhutoKa — A  Thng  who  informs  against  his  associates. 

Koot — Theft  committed  by  Thugs  among  tbemselvea 
oat  of  the  booty.     Dacknn  Thngs  call  it  BAons. 

Koot  kur  lena — To  steal  from  the  booty  acqoired. 

Kootha — The  Thng  who  so  steals. 

Kattar — Any  bad  omen — same  as  Ardkul. 

Kuthoiwa — The  man  who  cuts  np  the  bodies  of  the 
victims  before  tbey  are  buried.  This  they  do  to  prevent 
their  emitting  a  smell,  and  being  thereby  discovered  by 
jackals,  and  dug  np  and  exposed.  If  they  leave  the 
bodies  entire,  the  ground  that  covers  them  cracks  as  they 
decay,  and  the  stench  rises  to  the  surface. 

Kuthae — ^The  office  of  doing  so. 

Kutheeana~Sajne  as  Kat,hna. 

Kutoree — Same  as  Bele — place  for  the  mnrder.  Kutoret 
signifies  a  bass  cop,  and  when.  In  the  hearing  of  their 
victims,  tbey  apprehend  that  the  term  Btle  might  excite 
snspicioDt,  they  say  "  Jao,  iutore»  manj  lao" — Lite, 
rally,  "  go  and  clean  the  oop"— technically,  goandchoose 
the  place  for  the  mnrder. 

Kutoree  Mcu^na — To  choose  a  place  for  the  murder. 
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Kutkola^k  carpeoter. 

Kote — Dacknn  term  for  the  feast  or  sacrifice  to  Davey, 
pecaliar  to  Tbtigs,  bat  commoD  to  all  classe*  of  tbem. 
Haviogf  collected  goata,  rice,  gbee,  spioes,  and  spirits, 
tbey  assemble  oa  a  Taeiday  or  Friday,  in  a  room  chosen 
for  the  pnrpose,  the  doors  and  windows  of  which  mast 
be  80  closed  that  nothing  can  be  seen  from  withoat. 
The  floor  most  be  cleaned,  and  plastered  with  cow  dung ; 
and  in  the  centre,  a  square  is  drawn  of  a  cubit  each  aide 
vilfa  the  ioioo,  or  mixture  of  tnrmerick  and  lime.  Upon 
this  square  is  spread  a  white  sheet,  and  npon  this  sheet, 
the  rice  when  boiled  is  placed.  Upon  tbeTice  is  placed 
the  half  of  a  cocoannt,  filled  with  ghee,  in  which  is  insert- 
ed two  wicks,  lying  across  each  other,  and  lighted  each 
at  boUi  ends,  so  as  to  give  four  lights.  If  a  cocoannt 
cannot  be  fonod,  a  vessel  of  doagh  of  the  same  form  will 
answer.  This  kind  of  lamp  is  occasionally  made  by  all 
kinds  of  people  and  is  called  Choumukk.  Upon  the  white 
sheet  is  now  placed  the  consecrated  pick-axe  and  the  knife 
of  the  gang;  and  all  the  spirits  brought  for  the  feast.  From 
among  all  tbe  goats  pnrcbased  for  the  occasion  two  are 
now  selected,  black,  and  perfect  in  all  their  parts.  They 
are  bathed,  and  washed,  and  made  to  face  to  the  west, 
and  if  they  shake  themselves  lustily  to  throw  off  the  mois- 
tare  from  their  bodies,  they  are  immediately  sacrificed  as 
having  been  accepted  by  Davey,  or  if  one  does  so,  both 
are  sacrificed.  If  neither  of  them  does  this,  it  is  a  sign 
that  she  has  rejected  both ;  and  the  party  eats  the  rice 
and  drinks  Ute  spirits,  bat  postpones  the  sacrifice  to 
another  day,  considering  the  feast  as  in  the  light  of  a 
simple  meal,  l^is  they  do  if  any  other  bad  omen  is 
observed  oa  that  day,  oonudering  the  Goddess  to  ba 
displeased  with  something.  While  tbe  Etntat  obtaini 
among  the  gang,  this  offering  cannot  take  place. 
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The  goats  are  sacrificed  after  the  Mahomedan  form, 
liBving  their  throats  cat  vbile  grace  is  said  over  tbem, 
if  the  party  be  Mabomedans ;  but  if  they  ate  Hindoos, 
the  goats  have  their  beads  strnck  off  as  at  Hindoo 
sacrifices.  If  the  two  goats  are  accepted  and  sacrificed, 
all  the  other  goats  purchased  for  the  feast  are  killed  and 
eaten :  if  not,  they  are  kept  for  a  better  day.  A  pit  is 
dug  in  the  floor  into  which  is  thrown  tlie  skins,  bones, 
and  offat  of  alt  kinds;  for  nothing  brought  in  for  this  sacred 
feast  mast  be  seen  by  any  living  thing  bat  a  Thog  eligi- 
ble to  partake  of  it ;  and  they  believe  that  if  any  man  not 
a  Tbng  see  the  lamps,  or  any  part  of  the  preparations,  or 
any  fire  falls  on  the  white  sheet  and  bams  any  part  of  it, 
or  any  animal  toncbes  the  bones  or  ofiiti,  the  leader  of 
the  gang  most  die  within  the  year,  and  all  the  members 
be  involved  in  some  great  calamity. 

If  they  are  on  an  expedition  they  must  take  the  Bante 
precautions,  and  conceal  themselves  and  their  ceremonies 
by  means  of  curtains,  if  they  have  not  walls.  After  feast- 
ing, they  ranst  all  wash  their  bands  end  faces  over  the 
pit,  and  then  fill  it  up  securely.  The  expenses  of  this 
feast  are  defrayed  commonly  by  subscription,  when  it  is 
called  the  Punchaetee  Kote,  and  is  given  whenever  they 
choose;  but  most  commonly  in  the  Hooly  or  Dnsera 
festivals,  during  which  they  may,  if  they  choose,  have  it 
on  any  other  day  as  wet!  as  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 
Sometimes  the  feast  is  given  by  the  leader  or  any  indivi- 
dual member  of  a  gang.  No  Thug  is  eligible  to  partake 
of  this  feast  in  any  part  of  India  till  he  has  attained  the 
rank  of  «/ran^fer,  unless  his  family  have  been  Thngs  for 
at  least  two  generations.  The  above  is  considered  the 
complete  ceremony,  and  in  the  Dnckno  every  part  is 
atrlcUy  attended  to.  In  Hindoostan  some  minor  points, 
as  the  form  of  the  lamp  and  the  drawing  the  sqaaiv,  are 
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omitted.  Tfaey  have  do  pecalier  term  lor  tbe  feast;  the 
term  tfaey  nse  Kurkae  kurna  or  Kurakee  dena,  bein^ 
commoo  to  all  people  for  a  feast. 

Lodk — A  bollock  among  the  Tbagi  of  HiDdoostaD. 
Among  the  Docknn  Thagsit  signifies  blood. 

Lodaha  from  Lodh,  a  ballock — A  class  of  Masalman 
Thngs.  either  descended  from  or  grafted  npon  the  JumaU 
dehte  stock  of  Oude  Thnga.  These  Tbugs  reside  in 
Chopra,  Gornckpore,  Ghazeepore,  Pooraneea,  Dinajpoor, 
Rangpore,  and  other  parts  of  Behar  and  Bengal,  bat 
DOW  the  principal  seat  of  them  is  said  to  be  in  the  Tnrae, 
oorth  east  from  Dhnrbunga,  where  the;  occapy  several 
Tillagea  on  the  frontier  between  tbe  NeponI  territory  and 
oar  own.  The  most  noted  of  this  class  at  present  are 
Jhtmlee  Khan  the  black,  and  Jhoulee  Khan  the  fair,  who 
are,  I  believe,  coasins.  They  are  said  to  have  got  their 
name  from  loading  bollocks,  though  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  trade  in  that  way  now.  Ladha  or  Lodhee,  with- 
oot  the  vowel  after  the  ohais,  a  cast  of  Hindoos  common 
all  over  India,  and  of  this  cast  the  greater  part  of  the 
gangs  of  Thngs  between  the  Ganges  and  Jumna  were 
composed. 

The  Lodaka*  may  be  estimated  at  aboot  three  bandred, 
I  believe. 

Lubba — A  ballock. 

lAckha — A  Uosalmau.  Term  peculiar  to  Dncknn 
Thngs. 

Lttchmun  or  Lutchmun  Sinff — Term  made  use  of  by 
scoots  to  indicate  the  approach  of  danger— See  Bajted. 

Luchea  Ram — The  same. 

Jjodhna — To  strangle;  common  to  alt  classes  ofThog*. 

Xioi/Aita— Goor  or  coarse  angar. 

Xa<I»— Bnllook  among  tbe  Hindostan  Tfaags ;  bnt 
among  the  Dacknoees  it  signifies  blood. 
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£«iioAur— Killing.     Ludokur  Kuma,  to  murder. 

Lugka — A  grave  digger. 

Luffhae — The  office  of  grave  digger. 

Litghouta — Dead  bodies  ofvictiiaa. 

Lokaree—A  gan. 

Lotharua-'lo  Bcream  loudly  when  being  murdered— 
Sea  Doonr. 

Laiger^Fakeer,  a  religioua  mendicant. 

Levsalee — A  blanket.  Term  peculiar  to  Ducknu 
Tbagi. 

Xo;— The  throat.  Term  cooaned  to  Ducknn  Thugs, 

Xanjtun-^Term  used  by  the  Ducknn  Thagi  for  the 
Kurkuneta,  or  crossing  (from  the  right  or  from  the  left) 
of  R  hare  on  the  road  before  them. 

iMrnhhtm — A  sword. 

Lumpocha — Term  among  the  Berar  TliugB  for  a  snake. 
If  a  snake  crosses  the  road  before  or  behind  tiie  gang,  it 
is  8  bad  omen,  and  they  dare  xtoi.  go  oa  unless  they  can 
kill  it.  If  they  see  it  in  any  sttnation,  it  involves  a  saori* 
fiee  unless  they  kill  it. 

Iiumbhereeana — To  kilt  with  a  sword. 

Lendkeea — A  washerman,  peculiar  to  AaekunThngg. 

Londthlena^To  plunder. 

Londh,hhona-^To  be  plundered. 

Lapna — To  kill  goats  or  other  animals  for  food.  Term 
pecnUar  to  the  Ducknn  Tbugs. 

Leepra  or  /.eep.— Cloth  in  pieces,  not  made  into  gar- 
ments. 

Leepuma. — To  strangle.  Peculiar  to  the  Western 
Thugs  of  Ojeyn. 

Lopna  or  Lop  Ruhna~To  lie  bid  or  asleep. 
Lopta,  or  Lopte  Khan,  or  Lopet  Siagh — A  term  made 
use  of  by  goonU  to  intimate  that  danger  approaches. 
Xojtes  Kurnor^'So  conc«al. 
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L(^>e«  Hona — To  be  concealed. 

Luppooa— Thief. 

Lohurhurltei/a — A  pair  of  jackals  crossing  the  road 
in  front  of  the  gang  from  the  rigfat  or  from  the  left,  iadi- 
catiug  prison  and  chains;  from  Lobar,  a  bluoksmith, 
and  Barhey,  a  carpenter,  a  very  bad  omen ;  a  single 
jackal  passing  from  right  to  left,  is  a  good  omen  ;  from 
left  to  right,  bad,  bnt  of  little  moment. 

Lurheea — A.  shop-keeper. 

Latiuneea — A  rery  small  parse,  worn  only  by  Thngs 
and  thieves,  and  therefore  a  distinctive  mark. 

Ltthtar — A  dagger. 

Moek. — A  bollock,  among  the  Dncknn  Thngs. 

Mackhoot^—K  Bhutteeara,  or  keeper  of  a  sorae  for 
the  accommodation  of  travellers.  The  greater  part  of 
these  people  are  in  the  interest  of  the  Thngs,  often  per- 
mitting tiiem  to  perpetrate  mnrders  in  their  snraes,  and 
giving  them  osefal  information  regarding  travellers  and 
pursuers. 

Mudoreea — Name  given  to  the   'Maut^j  or  fighting   of 
cats,  by  the  Kotleeeu  and  some  otber  Thugs. 
■Mekhkee  Dhap — See  Jokkur  or  Dkap. 

Mukkaur — A  Rajpoot  of  wbatever  calling. 

Mykureea — A  barber.  Term  peculiar  to  Docknn  Thugs. 

MauUe — The  man  who  bears  home  money  for  the 
subsistence  of  their  families  from  Tbngs  engaged  in 
distant  expeditions.  Pecnliar  to  the  Korhareea  and 
Lodhee  Thugs. 

Mawil — A  horse. 

Mawilee — A  mare. 

MauUe — Parole  of  rendezvous  among  the  Bocknn 
Tbngs  ;  the  same  as  Phool  among  the  Hindoostanees. 

Maulee  dena — To  give  the  parole  of  rendezvous. 

Mohil — A  chief.    Pecnliar  to  the  Dnckas  Tbngs. 
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jKoAm— Tlie  sacred  piok-axe,  called  also  Kassee. 
The  DarkuD  Thngs  always  ase  the  term  JtfoAee,  never 
K-assee,  for  the  pickaxe.  The  Durkun  Thugs  give 
this  term  to  the  Thakur,  or  full  call  of  the  large  owl  also. 
See  Thakur. 

Mooltaneas — A  class  of  Tliogs,  all  Mosnimans,  who 
are  said  to  have  emigrated  direct  from  Delhi,  and  not 
through  Agra,  and  therefore  not  among  the  Agareeaa. 
They  are^aid  to  call  themselves  Naiks,  and  to  travel  and 
trade  as  Brinjaras.  They  kill  the  greater  part  of  their 
female  children,  and  never  allow  what  snrvive  to  marry 
out  of  their  ovrn  class.  They  travel  with  (heir  families, 
and  strangle  travellers  with  the  cords  with  which  Ibey 
are  accustomed  to  drive  their  bullocks,  and  not  like 
other  Tbngs,  with  the  handkercbief.  They  are  among 
the  ancient  Thngs,  and  are  considered  strict  in  their 
observances,  and  Htannch  to  their  oath  of  secrecy. 

Mamoa — One  who  knows  Thugs,  and  takes  advan- 
tage  of  his  knowledge  to  betray,  or  to  extort  money  from 
Uiem. 

JUauR^The  place  for  the  grave.  A  term  peculiar  to 
Dacknn  Thngs — (See  Selee)  Maunkurree,  the  man  who 
selects  the  place  for  murder. 

Mauty — The  omen  of  the  cats  heard  fighting.  If 
heard  during  the  first  watch  of  the  night  it  promises 
good ;  if  during  the  night  at  any  time  after  the  first  watch, 
it  is  called  "  KaUe  tee  Maunj,"  and  threatens  evil. 
If  heard  in  the  day  time,  it  is  called  the  "  Dhamonee  kee 
MauTQ,"  and  threatens  very  great  evil.  If  the  cats  fall 
down  from  a  height  while  fighting,  it  threatens  still 
worse. 

Matmghte — Treasore.  A  term  peculiar  to  some  classes 
of  Thugs.     Gaelii  the  more  common  term. 

Mintiieea — A  Gosaen. 
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MinKk~~A.    Gosaea  or  Byrageo — Hincloo    religioaa 

u  en  die  ant. 

Munkkela — A  man. 

Munfwar — A  jackal.  To  prevent  their  dig^^ing  np  the 
dead  bodies,  Thugs  throw  over  the  grave  either  very 
thornj  baabes  or  Upaghole,  the  seeds  of  the  flea  wort, 
to  which  they  lay  jackals  and  dogs  have  a  strong  anti- 
pathy. They  say  that  with  the  ispaghole  there  is  no 
danger  from  any  animal,  bat  the  bear  and  hyena. 

MaurheM—A.  gold  mobar. 

Morna — To  go  slowly  ;  pecnliar  to  Dacknn  Thagg. 

Mirgmaul — A  herd  of  deer.  This  at  all  times  and 
noder  all  oiroomstanees  is  favorable,  as  promising  a 
meeting  with  more  Thogs. 

Morka — The  extra  share  given  to  distinguished  or 
principal  Thug  leaden,  who  command  each  a  party  of 
not  less  than  twenty  Thogs.  If,  inclading  the  jemadar, 
the  party  consists  of  twenty,  they  divide  the  booty  into 
twenty-one  shares,  the  leader  takes  one  as  bis  morka, 
and  he  has  another  share  with  the  i%st.  If  there  are  five 
BOch  leaders  and  parties,  they  have  five  separate  shares. 
Thifl  is  after  the  dedaotion  of  the  dhurae  or  leader' s  share, 
in  which  jemadars,  great  and  small,  share  alike. 

JUargee — A  oheyla  or  disciple :  term  pecnliar  to 
Dncknn  Thngs— A  mere  tyro  before  he  becomes  ini- 
tiated,    iliodostao  Thogs  call  them  kt/hooku  or  beetoot. 

Mururee — A  party  of  Thnga  assembled  in  coancil. 

Mnrwree  ka  Dkuneta — A  ptditum,  heard  from  on* 
of  the  Thogs,  while  they  are  assembled  in  ooaocil.  It  is 
considered  a  dreadful  omen,  and  iBvolves  the  necessity 
of  great  sacrifices. 

MuMt  Katee  Kvma,  or  Katu  tmat  Kurna — To  speak 
softly  in  whispers. 

Matuttgee — A  lizard.     Peculiar  to  Dockan  Thogs. 
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Motheea — A  class  of  Thags  that  reude  cbieQy  aboot 
BaDgpore,  Dinapore,  Pamea,  aod  derive  their  namet 
it  is  said,  from  their  usage  of  giving  their  leaders  a  hand- 
ful {Motheea)  oot  of  erer;  booty  consisting  of  mpees  or 
other  money,  as  their  share  over  and  above  what  they 
receire  in  the  geaeral'division. 

They  have  the  same  dialect  as  the  other  Thogs,  and 
asanffle  like  them  the  disguises  beat  suited  to  times  and 
circumstances ;  but,  like  the  Thugs  of  Behar  and  Bengal 
generally,  they  have  their  BeUt  or  places  of  murder,  and 
7^pa<  or  resting  place,  chiefly  on  the  banks  of  large 
rivers  or  rnoning  streams,  into  which  tbey  can  throw  the 
bodies  of  their  victims.  They  are  almost  all  of  the 
meaner  cast  or  Tantooaa. 

Mat,hapbort — (IJteraliy  head  breaker.)  The  approach 
of  the  ass  braying  from  the  front  upon  the  gang.  It  indi.> 
oatea  that  the  gang  will  have  their  heads  broktn,  if  they 
rest  at  the  place  they  had  intended  to  halt  at:  they  must 
^  to  some  other. 

Mahaautee — Call  of  the  single  jackal  which  people  call 
the  Faoo,  Term  among  Ducknn  Thugs  for  what  the  Hin- 
dostan  Tbags  call  the  BhaUe  or  BaroHee.  Bfaaloo  is  said 
to  be  a  term  used  for  this  call  among  all  people  la  the 
Dackuu,  Thugs  or  not  Thogs.  It  is  always  a  bad  omen 
among  Dockan  Thugs,  Among  Hindustan  Thogs  it  is 
subject  to  the  ordinary  rales. 

Now — The  weeping  of  a  woman.  Term  pecnliar  to 
Ducknn  Thqgs. 

AWS— A  Village. 
.  Naga  kur  dena-~-'To  exclnde  from  association  with 
Thugs.  Term  peculiar  to  Ducknn  Thugs  ;  and  among 
them  peculiar  to  exclusion  for  the  murder  of  a  Sweeper, 
Cbnmar,  Teylee,  Dhobee,  Sonar,  Dancing  Girl,  Bhart, 
Nannkpuntee.    Jattadaree,    Bunjara,  HatheewaO'<Ele- 
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phaot  drirer).  For  (he  murder  of  an;  one  of  these 
classes,  knowing  him  to  be  socb,  the  Thug  is  turned  oat 
of  cast,  and  never  admitted  back  to  their  society. 

Noffa  Lvgna—tbe  occurrence  of  this  crime,  the  most 
dreadful  of  all  crimes  in  the  estimation  of  aDnckon  Thug^. 

Nagkoo—A  body  of  soldiers. 

Naihna — An  affix  signifying  Kurna,  to  do,  in  general 
ose  it  is  said  with  the  Punjab,  Maltan  and  Kanthur  Thags. 

Natee  or  NukareeSaeeziDg.  This  is  a  bad  omen  oi 
setting  oat  on  an  expedition,  or  on  leaving  any  stage 
and  requires  expiatory  sacrifices.  If  they  have  travellers 
with  them  vhen  they  bear  this  omen,  they  must  let  them 
all  escape,  as  they  dare  not  put  them  to  death  ;  all  Hin- 
doos have  the  same  dread  of  this  omen  on  setting  ont  oa 
an  expedition  ;  and  so  have  the  Mabomntedans  in  spite 
of  Ibeir  creed. 

Nemee  or  Nemee  Kkan—A  call  to  signify  speak  or 
valk  slowly  and  softly. 

Neeamut — A  traveller  in  the  hands  of  Thugs :  same 
as  BuHJ. 

Neera — Water. 

Nareal — The  head.  Term  confined  to  the  Ducknn 
Thugs. 

Narta — Any  soldier  or  police  man.  Term  peculiar  to 
Suckun  Thugs. 

Nowureea — A  tyro  or  new  Tbng  while  on  his  first 
expedition.  The  Thugs  of  the  Jumaldtkee  and  Lodaha 
clans  always  make  the  Nawvreea  kick  the  body  of  the 
first  person  tliey  morder  on  the  expedition  five  times  on 
the  back,  thinking  that  it  will  bring  them  good  luck. 
The  Moteeat  do  the^ame. 

Nureehur — Unsafe  or  distnrbed,  in  oontradiotion  to 
B<^etd  or  safe  and  undistarbed,  i.  e.  the  scene  appointed 
for  murder. 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     121    ) 

Nissar — Free  from  danger ;  any  place  vbere  the  Tbnga 
inteDd  to  murder,  divide  property  or  lodg;e,  in  contradis- 
tinction to  'Hiiar,  dangeroos — Kaul  Nissar,  a  sofa 
Tillage.     Kaul  Ttktur,  unsafe  village. 

Nizam  Oddetn  Ouleea — A  saint  of  the  Sonnee  Beet  of 
Mafaommnduns,  said  to  bave  been  a  Tbng  of  great  note 
at  Bome  period  of  bis  life,  and  bis  tomb  near  Delbie  is  to 
this  day  visited  as  a  place  of  pilgrimage  by  Tbugs,  wbo 
make  votive  offerings  to  it.  He  is  said  to  bave  l>een  of 
tbeBorsote  class,  bom  in  tbe  montb  of  Suffer  Bidgeree, — 
Marcb  A.  D.  1336,  died  Rabee  Olownl  725,  October 
A.  D.  1825.  His  tomb  is  visited  by  Mahommndnn  pilgrims 
from  all  parts  as  a  place  of  great  sanctity  from  contain- 
ing tbe  remains  of  bo  boly  a  man;  bot  the  Tbngs,  both 
Hindoo  and  Mahommodan,  visit  it  as  containing  the 
remains  of  the  most  celebrated  Tbng  of  bis  day.  He 
was  of  the  Sonnee  sect,  and  those  of  the  Sheeah  sect  find 
no  difficafty  in  believiog  that  be  was  a  Tbng;  bnt  those 
ofhis  own  sect  will  never  credit  it.  There  are  perhaps 
DO  safficient  groonds  to  pronounce  him  one  of  tbe  frater- 
nity ;  but  there  are  perhaps  some  to  saspect  that  he  was 
so  at  some  period  of  his  life.  The  Tbngs  say  he  gave  it 
up  early  in  life,  but  kept  others  employed  in  it  till  late, 
and  derived  an  income  from  it;  and  tbe  "  Dutttil  Ghyh," 
or  snpernataral  parse,  with  which  he  was  (opposed  to  be 
endowed,  gives  a  colour  to  this.  His  lavish  expenditure 
no  much  beyond  his  ostensible  means,  gave  rise  to  the 
belief  that  be  was  supplied  from  above  with  money. 

Offolna — ^To  set  ont.  A  term  peculiar  to  Dacknn  Thugs. 

Oogur  Jana — To  escape,  fly  from  danger.  Same  as 
Jhurjana. 

Oogaul—0\A  clothes,  term  pecnliar  to  Dackno  Thugs. 

Ogaera—'X  servant  of  a  Thug  or  other  man  of  rank. 
Term  confined  to  the  Dackan  Tbngs. 
Q 
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Oondana — To  eat.   Term  peculiar  to  DncktiD  Tbn^s. 

Oorutputoree — The  chattering  of  the  small  owl  when 
flj'iDg.     See  Putoret. 

Oorutkatoree- — The  "  crepitns  ventris"  beard  from  a 
Thu^  when  od  the  road.  They  either  change  the  road  or 
avert  the  omen  by  a  sacrifice.  They  collect  and  burn  a 
pile  of  cow-duDg,  and  each  member  of  the  gang  throws 
one  of  tlia  burning  embers  at  the  ofiending  party  who 
Tuns  the  gauntlet  among  them.  If  any  Thug  is  heard  to 
break  wind  while  they  are  at  their  phur,  or  resting  place, 
dividing  the  booty,  it  is  called  "  Phur  ia  Dhuneea,"  and 
considered  a  very  bad  omen.  They  remove  the  oiFender 
from  among  them,  and  kindle  a  fire  upon  the  place  where 
he  sat,  and  qnench  it  with  water,  saying.  "  As  the  signs 
of  the  water  disappear,  so  may  the  threatened  evil  pass 
away."  Five  blows  of  a  shoe  inQicted  upon  the  head  of 
the  ofiendiog  person  mitigates  the  evil  to  be  apprehended, 
but  cannot  avert  it  altogether.  If  any  one  break  wind 
between  the  point  they  set  out  from,  and  the  first  resting 
place,  it  is  considered  an  extremely  bad  omen. 
■    Ooharna — To  strangle. 

OorvnUa — A  atone:  also  a  •SAunueea,  or  bolder  of  hands. 
Term  peculiar  to  DnckuD  Thugs. 

Paoo — Ad  acquaintance  and  accomplice  of  Thngs. 

Puchbheya—Oae  of  Uie  sects  of  Thngs  ;  it  is  derived 
from  (he  Bursote  clan. 

PKcka  kuma — To  bury  in  a  deep  and  secure  grave. 

Puck.heyla — Paper  in  general — written  upon  or  not. 

Peeada  hyth  ^na-^Same  as  poolakurna. 

Pyiee— Treasure  in  money. 

PeAJoo  or  Pu//oo— The  handkerchief  with  which  tbey 
strangle  people — the  roomal. 

Pkoolkee — The  time  from  ennrise  till  snnset.     From 
sunrise  till  midday,  CKiirtee  Phoolkee.    From  midday 
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iiW  snnset  \s  the  Oturtee  Phoolkee ;  a  bad  omen  dnring 
the  6rst  is  mnch  worse  than  the  same  during  the  Churtee 
Phoolkee. 

Palwee — A  ring  for  the  finger,  nose,  or  ear.  Term  con- 
fined to  the  DnclcuD  Thugs. 

Phool — Parole  or  engagement  to  meet  again  at  a  cer- 
tain  place  when  suddenly  disposed. 

Phooldena—To  appoint  the  place  of  meeting — "Agra 
tee  Phool  deea.  He  appointed  Agra  aa  the  place  of  rea- 
dezTous." 

Phoaia — The  person  who  takes  home  money  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  families  of  Thngs. 

Pilhaoo — The  appearance  or  voice  of  the  animals  from 
which  omens  are  taken,  on  the  left.  The  reverse  of  the 
Thibaoo.  If  the  Pilhao  promises  good  according  to  their 
rules  of  augury,  it  is  always  the  better  from  being  follow- 
ed by  the  Thibaoo  soon  after.  If  it  threatens  evil,  that 
evil  is  mitigated  by  the  Thibaoo. 

Different  casts  and  clans  of  Thugs  have  in  some  few 
instances  different  rules  for  interpreting  these  sounds  and 
appearances,  and  what  is  considered  to  threaten  evil  by 
some,  is  tfaongbt  to  promise  good  by  others  ;  but  on  such 
occasions  they  all  follow  the  rules  of  the  leader  who  opens 
the  expedition,  or  leads  the  greatest  number  of  Thugs 
associated  together  in  any  expedition. 

The  Pilhaoo,  or  omen  on  the  left,  must  be  observed  first 
on  opening  an  expedition,  and  it  must  be  followed  by  the 
Thibaoo  immediately  after,  or  the  expedition  cannot  he 
entered  upon.  It  signifies  that  the  Deity  has  taken  the 
gang  by  the  left  arm,  to  lead  them  on;  but  she  mast  give 
them  the  Thibaoo,  to  signify  that  she  has  taken  them  by 
the  right  arm  also,  or  the  party  appointed  to  take  the  ans- 
pices  returns  home,  and  the  gang  waits  till  the  omens  are 
nuexoeptionable. 
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The  PUhaoQ  perceived  oa  leaving  any  stage  daring 
the  expedition,  or  preparing  to  leave  id  promises  good. 
The  Thibaoo  threatens  evil,  and  the  gang  baits.  Ob 
reaching  any  stage,  the  PWtaoo  threatens  evil,  and  they 
must  move  00  without  resting.  The  Thibaoo  promises 
good,  and  tbey  rest  securely. 

There  are  some  few  exceptions  to  the  general  rule 
that,  for  the  Pilkaoo,  the  omen  mast  be  on  the  left.  Some 
animals  most  be  heard  or  seen  on  the  right  to  consti- 
tnte  the  Pilhaoo,  and  vice  versa,  but  these  are  very  few 
indeed. 

Polif—Tbe  sign  made  at  a  cross  road  to  guide  the 
members  of  the  gang  who  are  behind  in  the  direction 
the  others  have  taken.  They  draw  their  feet  along 
tbe  dust  in  ihe  direction  they  have  taken;  and  if  their 
friends  are  to  follov^  qaickly,  they  leave  the  dust  piled 
up  at  the  end  of  tbe  line  where  the  foot  stops,  or  make 
a  hole  in  it  with  tbe  heel.  If  tbe  road  affords  do  dast, 
they  leave  two  stones  piled  one  on  the  other  in  the  line 
Ibey  have  taken,  and  strew  a  few  leaves  of  trees  along 
the  road,  If  their  friends  are  to  make  haste,  tbey  leave 
a  long  line  <^  leaves.  Tbey  have  other  signs  for  tbe 
same  purposes, 

Polakurna — To  make  tbe  signs. 

Puloee~\.  ring. 

Pttlloo  or  Pektoo  dena — To  inatal  as  a  strangler,  or 
invest  with   tbe   rovtal. 

PanderphttUe — Pearls.  Term  pecaliar  to  Dnckna 
Tbngs. 

Phankdena — To  throw  away  any  victim  or  other  thing 
as  worthless  or  unsuitable,  as  one  or  more  of  a  party  to 
be  murdered,  when  tbey  have  more  than  tbey  can  manage, 
or  be,  she,  or  they  are  not  snited  for  their  purpose 

PAaRjro/a— Pearls.    Among  Dncknn  Tbngs  a  cock. 
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Pkangolea — Small  gold  coins.  Amonj;  Dockna  Thags 
a  hen. 

PAamturo— Tbe  call  of  the  hare  by  night  or  day  whea 
the  TliDgs  have  travellers  with  them.  It  is  a  bad  omen 
and  the  travellers  most  not  be  killed. 

Phani^fLny  useless  thing  not  worth  the  keeping,  bat 
particularly  a  traveller  without  property. 

Pungoo — 'A  river  Thag  of  B«igal,  who  carries  on  his 
tonrders  on  board  his  boat,  which  he  calls  a  Kuntee. 

Puneeara — Pearl. 

Pariuikhna — To  strangle.  Term  peculiar,  it  u  said, 
to  the  Thugs  of  Ojeyn  and  the  West. 

Phoorkcma — A  horse. 

Phoortanee>'—A  mare. 

PAur^— Any  place  where  they  mnrder  tiieir  victims  or 
divide  their  booty. 

Phuria  D^uneeo— A  "  crepitus  ventris,"  beard  from 
any  one  one  while  they  are  sitting  down  end  dividing 
their  booty  :  a  very  bad  omen.     See  Oorut  Kawree. 

Phur  jharna — To  clean  the  place  of  murder.  After  a 
murder  has  taken  place  at  night,  some  members  of  the 
gang  are  left  behind  to  remove  any  signs  that  may  be 
-  seen  when  day  appears. 

Pkurjhvrotoa — The  man  who  is  left  behind  for  that 
purpose. 

Pkuruck  dena — ^To  wave  any  cloth  to  warn  associates 
of  danger. 

Purtapuma — To  be  recognized,  viz.  any  article  taken 
from  a  murdered  person. 

PAiauma — To  By  or  escape.  Term  pecaliar  to 
Duckun  Tbugs, 

Putur — ^The  direcUon  or  scene  appointed  for  an  expe* 
dilion.  Khoiu,  the  time  of  retom. 

Phutaiee—A  gun. 
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Pkutkee — A  shield. 

Potura — A  horse.     Paturee^A  mare. 

Pooturaet — A  man  on  horse  back. 

Pooturaet-Bkurtote — The  man  who  strangles  him. 

PootarMtee-~The  strangling  a  man  so  pulled  off  bis 
horse. 

PolneeCDkoteeJ—A  waist  band.  Term  pecniiar  to 
Koeleea  Thugs,  or  Thugs  of  aod  from  the  district  of 
Koel. 

Putlee  ho  jana — ^To  disperse  or  divide  into  small  par- 
ties when  it  is  dangerous  to  remain  assembled. 

Putunee — A  sneeze, 

Puthoree  or  Kosut — The  loud  and  continued  chirping 
or  calling  of  the  small  owl.  If  made  by  the  bird  while 
silting,  it  promises  good.  If  while  flying,  it  threatens  evil. 
The  chatter  or  call  when  sitting  is  interpreted  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  Tkibaoo  or  Pilaoo. 

Puteear — The  call  of  the  partridge.  If  heard  while 
Uie  Thugs  are  travelling,  the  call  on  the  left  promises 
good,  and  on  the  right  threatens  slight  evil.  If  they  are 
halting  at  the  time,  the  call  on  the  right  is  good,  that  on 
the  left  bad. 

Patoree — The  small  owl.' 

Qalundera^OaB  of  the  seoU  of  Moltanee  Thugs,  who 
travel  with  bears  and  monkeys. 

Rook — An  affix  to  the  number  of  persons  killed  in  any 
affair ;  a  single  person  killed  in  an  Eeho,  when  two  per- 
sons are  killed,  (be  affair  is  a  Bhitree.  three  Singhore, 
four  Bekra,  five  PticArooA,  six  Ckehrook,  and  so  on. 

Raba — Any  trick  of  Thugs. 

BtcAce— Behind.  Pecaliar  to  a  few  classes,  and 
dbsoiete. 

Rugon — An  omen  good  or  bad. 

Rugnoulee — Tfdiiog  the  anspices. 
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Even  the  most  sensible  approvers  who  have  been  with 
me  for  many  years,  as  veil  Masnlmans  as  Hindoos, 
believe  that  their  good  or  ill  snccess  always  depended 
upon  the  skill  vilb  which  the  omens  were  discovered 
and  interpreted,  and  the  strictness  with  which  they  were 
observed  and  obeyed.  One  of  the  old  Sindonse  stock 
told  me  yesterday  (May  dOth,  1635)  in  presence  of 
twelve  others  from  Hydrabad,  Behar,  the  Dooab,  Oude, 
lUjpootaDa,  and  Bandelcnnd,  assembled  for  the  purpose 
of  revising  this  vocabulary,  that  had  they  not  attended  to 
these  omens  they  could  never  had  thrived  as  they  did,  and 
that  in  ordinary  cases  of  marder  a  man  seldom  escaped 
after  one  of  them,  while  they  and  their  families  had  for 
ten  generations  thrived,  though  they  bad  murdered  hun- 
dreds of  people.  "This,"  said  he,  "could  never  have  been 
thecase,  bad  we  not  attended  to  omens,  and  had  not  omens 
been  intended  for  ns.  There  were  always  signs  around 
us  to  guide  us  to  rich  booty  and  warn  us  of  danger,  bad 
we  been  always  wise  enough  to  discern  them  and  religi- 
ous enough  to  attend  to  them."  £very  Thug  present 
concurred  with  him  from  his  soul. 

Raja — Term  amoog  Dncksn  Thugs  for  Mahee  or 
T^akuT—ihe  loud  full  call  of  the  large  owl.  Jungjore 
£^ja — Two  large  owls  responding  to  each  other;  at  all 
times  and  in  M  situations  a  bad  omen. 

Raookar — Sahookar,  a  banker. 

Roukee — A  police  chonkedar  or  guard — Roukeea,  a 
police  man. 

Rukut  Bee;*  Dana — The  Tbngs  have  a  tradition  that 
a  demon  by  name  Rukut  Becj  Dana  infested  the  world 

■  Rutst,  hlood,  and  Betj,  weed.  All  Hiadooa  beliere  in  tbii  denm 
htving  been  dMtrojred  by  the  ooDiort  of  AfubiiJ«a  in  the  form  of  ffoln, 
but  IhoH  wbo  are  sot  Thagi  •appoie  Uiit  when  ahe  fonad   ereiT 
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■od  devonred  mankind  as  ofLen  as  they  were  bom  or 
created  ;  and  to  enable  the  world  to  be  peopled  Kalee 
Davey  determiDed  to  pat  him  to  death.  This  demon  they 
say  was  so  tall  that  the  deepest  ocean  never  reached 
above  his  waist ;  and  he  coald,  consequently  walk  over 
the  world  at  his  ease.  Kalee  Davey  attacked  him,  aod 
cnt  him  down  ;  bat  from  every  drop  of  his  blood  another 
demon  arose,  and  as  she  cat  them  down,  from  every  drop 
of  their  blood  another  demon  sprang  ap,  and  the  num- 
bers increased  at  this  geometrical  rate,  while  she  became 
fatigaed  with  the  labour.  On  this  she  formed  two  men 
from  the  sweat  brashed  off  from  one  of  her  arms  ;  and 
giving  them  each  a  handkerchief,  told  them  to  pot  all 
these  demons  to  death,  withoat  allowing  one  drop  of  their 
blood  to  fall  upon  the  ground. 

After  their  labour  was  over,  they  offered  to  retaro  to 
the  Goddess  the  handkerchiefs  with  which  they  had  done 
(heir  work,  bat  she  desired  them  to  keep  them  as  the 
instraments  of  a  trade  by  which  their  posterity  were 
to  earn  their  subsistence  and  to  strangle  men  with 
these  TQomaU,  as  they  had  strangled  the  demons,  and 
live  by  the  plonder  they  acqoired  ;  and  having  been  the 
means  of  enabling  the  worid  to  get  provided  with  men  by 
the  destnictioD  of  the  demons,  their  posterity  would  be 
entitled  to  take  a  few  for  tbeir  own  ase.  The  roomal  they 
call  the  "  Gopulban,"  and  the  Goddess  told  them  that 
they  shonld  leave  the  bodies  of  their  victims  on  the  ground 
and  she  would  take  care  that  they  sboold  be  removed, 
provided  they  would  never  look  behind  them  to  see  in 
what  manner,  uid  that  if  they  observed  this  and  all  lh« 


drop  of  blood,  hi  it  reached  tbe  gronnd  producing  Koothcr  denmn  (o 
wage  ntr  with  ber,  >hfl  licJced  them  all  oS  witli  her  enonnou*  tongue  ai 
•he  CDl  off  their  headi, 
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other  rnlas  she  prescribed  for  them,  no  power  on  earth 
•lioald  pnniah  them  for  what  they  did. 

These  creations  from  the  sweat  of  Bhowaaee'a  arm  are 
not  supposed  to  have  themselrea  used  the  roomaU,  bat  to 
hare  beqaeathed  them  with  all  their  privileges  to  their 
childreD,  who  did  not  avail  themselves  of  tfaem  for  several 
generations. 

Ravi — Dackna  term  for  Rartyn,  the  clamonroas  call 
of  many  jackals.  Among  the  Duckua  Thugs  this  is  always 
a  good  omen,  whether  by  day  or  night,  right  or  left. 

RuMOtee — The  pecnliar  dialect  of  the  Thugs. 

Rvmt0tux—To  recognize  or  detect.   . 

Ruttffwa — A  Seepahee,  so  called  from  bis  red  coat. 

iSua^Io— Coral. 

RuAna — A  temporary  grave. 

Sahna  kur  dena — To  bory  bodies  in  a  temporary 
grave. 

Aiooran— Aoy  call  of  the  jackd.  Term  pecnliar 
le  Jumaldtkte,  Lodaha  and  Moteea  Thugs  of  Oade, 
Behar,  &c. 

Roopareyl — TbeiSawa  Mamoola,  or  water  wag-tail.  Its 
omen  is  interpreted  according  to  the  ordinury  rules  of  the 
Thibaoo  and  Pilhaoo. 

Roi^auneea—Tho  call  of  the  hare  at  night  on  die  left 
hand — a  good  omen. 

,  Rareyu — The  general  olamonr  of  a  pack  of  jackals. 
Heard  at  night  it  is  good  on  the  left,  and  of  little  or  no 
importanoeon  the  right,  except  on  the  day  of  opening  the 
expedition.  Heard  tiien  on  the  right,  it  threatens  evil. 
end  die  expedition  caaaot  be  opened.  Heard  at  any  timA 
in  the  day,  from  half  an  boor  after  sunrise  to  half  an  hoar 
before  sanset,  it  is  a  very  bad  omen. 

AiMH-oo— •Pine  earth  or  sand  from  agrare,  saiM  as 
Bkutma. 
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Ratee  holee  Teetura,  Din  to  hoUe  seear,  Tuj  chulee  toa 
deysra,  nukeen  puree  achanuk  Dkar — If  the  partridge 
call  at  night,  or  tbe  jackal  daring  the  day,  qoit  that 
oottatry,  or  yon  will  be  seized. 

Seect~Go\A. 

Sfiah  Mahommud — Same  as  Luckeeram.  Term  oaed 
to  iignify  that  danger  is  near. 

Sodh — Money  or  any  property  concealed,  or  search 
made  for  it. 

Sodhna  or  Sodklena — To  eodeavonr  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  a  traveller's  property. 

Sofedee — Silver. 

Sieiih  Jee — Same  as  Shah  Mahommnd, 

Sikka* — The  roomal,  or  baodkercbief  with  which  they 
strangle. 

Sewalee^k.  fox.     Terra  pecnliar  to   Dncknn  Thags. 

Samhhur — Treasure. 

Shumaeea — The  person  who  holds  the  bands  and  feet  of 
the  person  while  tbe  Bhurtote  strangles  him. 

Shumseeae — The  office  of  the  Shumseeas. 

Santh — A  sword. 

SancAa — The  grave. 

Singore  or  SankkoU—A.  party  of  three  travellers. 

Sireepotet — A  sect  of  Thngs  derived  from  tbe  Bkya 
clan. 

Sitiar — A  washerman.  Term  pecnliar  to  Jumaidekee, 
Jjodaha,  and  Moteea  Haga. 

Soon— A  Thog  by  birth  who  has  not  yet  attained  the 
rank  of  a  strangler. 

&unee— Term  nsed  by  DuckuD  Thnga  for  Jhirnee,  the 
signal  for  marder. 

*  Blvt  and  hii  cosiort  Pufanttee  or  Kolee  «ra  ofteB  reprewated  with 
the  Piuka  in  one  hand,  irhich  ii  a  ropi  or  roomal  canied  tot  Uie  pBipoaa 
otbiadlDgMd  Rtrauglins  offenders. 
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Smoitf—liM  firit  mnrder  committed  after  opening  the 
expedition.  The  person  mordered  mnst  not  be  of  the 
female  sex,  or  s  Brabnuui,  a  Kaet,  reli^ons  mendiGant, 
oilmao,  potter,  carpenter,  blacksmith,  goldamitb,  elepbant- 
driver,  any  person  having  a  domestic  animal  with  him,  no 
one  having:  gold  conspicnons  npon  his  person,  no  man 
carrying  the  bones  of  his  parents  to  the  holy  river,  nor 
niosician,  nor  dancing  master. 

Soonaree—A  kite.     Term  pecniiar  to  Sncknn  Thngs. 

Set/p — Any  sleight  or  trick  of  a  Thug  made  to  deceive 
travellers,  same  as  Gunooa  ;  also  the  exterior  or  appear- 
ance, vhen  respectable,  of  a  Tbng  or  traveller. 

Soopureea — A  class  of  Thngs  that  reside  about  Sooper 
in  Scindhea'a  territories.  They  adopted  the  trade,  after 
some  of  ihe  original  emigrants  from  Delhie  through  Agra 
bad  married  into  their  families.  They  axe  called  also 
Bungureeas  and  Kohureea*. 

Sirwa — A  shopkeeper.  Term  pecniiar  to  a  few  classes 
of  Thngs  in  Behar  and  Bengal. 

Sihama — To  connt. 

Sirma — ^The  head. 

iSaur— Any  man  that  escapes  from  the  bands  of  the 
Thngs,  when  they  attempt  to  strangle  him. 
-  Surbalund  Khan — The  name  pronoonced  by  the  leader 
to  direct  the  stranglers  to  be  ready  at  their  post  to  fait 
upon  the  victims,  when  the  final  signaler tMtrn«e is  given. 
It  is  also  Dsed  to  signify  that  some  one  approaches,  or 
overhears,  and  that  the  Thngs  must  be  on  their  guard. 
Dulur,  Dulur  Khan  and  Surmust  Khan  are  used  for  the 
same  purpose, 

Surdkuneea — A  Dhotee  or  waist-band. 

Sotailadhna~To  strangle  a  Sotal. 

SotalKurna — To  wash  or  bathe  ;  also  to  bind  op  (he 
booty  when  Bisul  oi  scattered  for  the  purpose  of  divid- 
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ing  it ;  also  to  prepsre  a  violim  for  being  sUaogled,  by 
peraiudiHg  him  to  anoover  hii  bead  or  seek.  . 

&K»t(/'— A  penoQ  whose  neck  and  head  are  aooovered 
and  thereforeconvenient  for  beiog  strangled;  one  who  ia 
strangled  witboatany  untoward  circamstance  of  screams, 
blows,  straggles,  &c.  6u. ;  also  a  Thag  after  be  has  cleans- 
ed himself  from  stains  of  blood,  or  any  signs  of  mnrderw 
In  all  these  senses,  and  in  CTery  other  in  whidi  the  term 
is  technically  used,  it  is  supposed  to  Bisul, 

Soo*etas~—A  class  of  Tbogs  of  the  Dbannk,  or  lowest 
Hindoo  caste,  who  oall  IbMnselves  Naeka,  and  TTioriet, 
and  reside  abont  Jypore,  Kbbengur,  Onheeara,  Boondee 
Joadpore,  Khasnode,  Shahpore,  Ratlam,  Jhubooa,  Man- 
disore,  Tonk,  and  other  parts  of  Malwa,  and  Bajpootaoa. 
They  bave  been  increasing  in  nambers  for  many  genera- 
tions, thongh  they  are  not  considered  very  ancient ;  and 
from  their  low  caste  are  looked  down  npon  by  all  the  other 
classes  of  Thngs,  who  never  eat  with  them,  thongh  often 
associated  with  them  in  tbeir  expeditions.  They  often 
dress  themseWes  as  mercbants,  and  pretend  to  travel 
tbroagh  the  country  on  basinesa  in  parties,  in  which  their 
leaders  Sgnre  as  merchants  of  rank,  and  the  rest  as  his 
followers  and  friends  of  different  grades.  The  head  man 
is  often  in  a  hackery  or  a  palanqain,  and  the  rest  appear 
very  assidoons  and  respectful  in  their  attentions  to  him. 
Sometimes  they  are  found  as  sipahees  in  search  of 
service  ;  at  others  as  treasare-bearers,  or  in  whatever 
disguise  seems  best  for  the  occasion  and  country  in  wbioh 
they  operate,  most  commonly  Gnierat  and  Rajpootana  or 
Kandesh.  They  strangle  and  bnry  like  the  other  Thngs, 
and  with  butfew  exceptions  use  the  same  dialect, 

Safh-zut~-Tbe  seven  original  clans  of  Thugs  who  were 
all  Blahomedans,  and  from  tbem  all  others  ,are  supposed  to 
be  derived.  They  are  Bhyru,  Bur$otk,  Kachunea,  H»Har, 
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€hmoo,  Tun£l,  Bukleem.  The  Tbn^  say  that  tbe  SafA- 
9ut,  or  seven  claDs,  were  all  that  vereat  Oelfaie  as  TIid^  ; 
and  that  they  derived  their  descent  from  sevea  brothara. 
This  however  is  not  probable.  Mnsalman  Tho^  all  over 
India  are  very  proud  to  trace  their  daaceBt  from  oae  or 
other  of  these  great  stocks,  and  he  who  can  do  so  is 
genendly  treated  as  a  man  of  snperior  birth. 

SatAa— The  first  seven  days  of  an  expedition,  daring 
which  the  families  of  those  engE^ed  in  one  expedition 
admit  no  visits  from  the  families  of  Thngs  who  are  absent 
OD  another  expedittoD,  lest  the  travellers  destined  for  the 
one  shonld  go  over  to  the  other  gang ;  neither  most 
-they  eat  any  thing  that  has  belonged  to  the  familiea  of 
sach  other  Thnga,  The  Thags  engaged  in  the  ex- 
pedition do  not  till  the  seventh  day  dress  any  food 
in  ghee,  nor  eat  any  animal  food  bnt  fish ;  nor  shave, 
nor  allow  their  clothes  to  be  washed  by  a  dhoby,  nor 
indulge  in  any  sexual  interooorse,  nor  give  in  charity, 
not  even  part  of  their  food  to  a  dog,  cat  or  jackal. 
They  most  not  bathe  nor  eat  any  sugar,  except  what 
the  leader  bronght  with  him  on  setting  out.  Formerly 
they  never  eat  any  salt  or  turmerick,  hot  now  they 
do.  On  the  seventh  day  they  have  a  good  meal  of  which 
^eens  of  some  kind  or  other  mnst  be  a  oomponent  part. 
Dnring  the  whole  time  tbe  expedition  lasts^  if  withi« 
one  year,  they  take  no  milk,  nor  do  they  clean  their 
teeth  with  a  brash  (niiawak.) 

Jt  tbe  SoHrka,  or  first  murder,  takes  place  within  tile 
seven  daya,  or  Salha,  they  consider  themselves  relieved 
by  it  from  all  these  restraints.  Formerly  they  never  osed 
to  murder  OS  the  ^oiirJta  (or  first  victim)  any  Brahman,  or 
Syad,  or  any  very  poor  man,  nor  any  man  with  gold  npon 
him,  nor  any  man  who  had  a  quadruped  with  him,  nor  a 
dhobee,  nor  a  sweeper,  nor  a-  teylee  (oil  vender),  nOr  a 
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-bbaat  (bard),  nor  a  kaet  (a  writer),  nor  a  blind  man,  nor 
maimed  persons,  nor  a  leper,  nor  a  dancing  woman,  nor  a 
pilgrim  or  devotee.  Some  classes  and  individuals  neglect 
these  rales  and  the  misfortunes  which  have  fallen  upon 
Tbogs  lately  are  attribated  principally  to  this  canse. 

Selna—To  snore  when  sleeping,  or  when  being 
strangled. 

SeetiA-'Tbe  slight  chirp  of  the  small  owl  three  or  four 
times  only  repeated.  This  is  a  very  bad  omen  while  the 
bird  is  sitting,  and  still  worse  when  flying. 

Santa — A  bracelet — confined  to  the  Dncknn  Thugs. 

Siharna — To  count. 

Sitkala—Gold  coins.   Term  peculiar  to  Dnckun  Thngs. 

Situk — Gold.     Term  peculiar  to  Ducknn  Thngs. 

Sotka-^The  person  employed  to  inveigle  travellers : 
always  tJie  most  eloquent  and  persuasive  man  Uiey 
can  find. 

Satftae — The  office  of  inveigler. 

Soothe — Twenty  rupees, 

Sutkote — Same  as  Bkurtote — a  strangler. 

Sitlhna—A  Mnsalman. 

Sulkeea  dalna — To  kill  with  a  sword. 

Sutheeana — The  same, 

Syt — Term  used  by  the  fierar  Thngs,  for  pkool  or 
parole  of  rendezvoas.  Other  Thugs  of  the  south  call 
it  mauUe. 

Taw — A  gang  or  party  of  either  travellers  or 
Thugs.  I 

Tdio  mutt  Chowtato — Keep  out  of  sight,  conceal  the 
gang  from  view. 

Tubae  daina—To  kill.     Tt^aejana,  to  be  killed. 

Tftibana  or  7%i6ae  dena — To  cause  travellers  to  sit 
down  on  some  pretence  or  other,  that  stranglers  may  oon- 
venieutlydo  their  work  of  murder. 
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TViiiooo— -The  auspice  or  omea  on  the  right  hand.  Ta 
apeniag  an  expedition  tbe  omen  mast  be  seen  or  heard 
first  on  the  left,  PUhaoo;  and  be  soon  followed  by  one 
on  the  right.  They  will  not  open  their  expedition  if  the 
omen  is  first  observed  on  the  right,  nor  when  observed 
on  the  left  unless  followed  on  the  right. 

Thibna — To  sit  down  or  rest,  as  a  traveller. 

Tahae  dalna — ^To  strangle.  A  term  pecaliar  to  some 
classes  of  Thngs. 

Tuhae  Nakhna—The  same, 

T^hunte — The  eye. 
.   Tighunee  kurna — To  search. 

.    Toffree — The  tarban.     Term  confined  chiefly  to  Berar 
and  some  other  Dacknn  Thugs. 

Tai{fna— To  eat. 

TAtutur— The  load  fnll  call  of  the  large  owl,  said  to  be 
like  the  word,  "  ghoo  ghoo."  This  they  interpret  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary  rales  of  the  Thibaoo  and  Pilaoo. 
See  also  Gorgoreea  and  Kurra.  Dackno  Tfaags  call  it 
JUo&ee  or  Rafa  Teehala. 

Tfleiti/c^— Any  snspicions  thing  taken  from  a  murdered 
person,  which  it  is  daogeroas  for  a  Thug  to  carry. 

Ttekula  purna,~~^ii  be  recognized,  as  any  thing  taken 
-  ii-om  a  murdered  person  and  found  upon  a  Thng.     Peon- 
liar  to  Dnoknn  Thugs;  same    as    Purta  puma  among 
other  Thngs. 

T^ikee  kurna — To  spit.  When  the  leader  of  the 
gang  for  the  time  being  wishes  every  man  to  be  at  his 
post  ready  to  perform  the  office  assigned  to  him,  be  gives 
the  Khokhee,  which  is  hawking  aloud  or  casting  op  the 
phlegm  preparatory  to  spitting.  When  they  are  all  ready, 
he  gives  the  Jhirnee,  or  signal  to  set  to,  if  all  is  clear. 
If  he  sees  cause  to  suspend  operations,  he  gives  the 
Thokee,  that  is,  spits  out  the  phlegm ;  when  all  retire 
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■gain.  CommoDly  it  is  the  sif^aal  for  the  stniDglers  to 
take  post  near  their  respeotive  victims,  but  aometimes 
it  is  Dsed  on  other  occasions. 

Tlkkur — Dangerous  to  Thagt,  either  a  place  or  person. 

Tookna—To  die. 

Toot  Jana — To  die. 

Tkth-ar — Search  made  by  villagers  or  others  after 
Tfaogs  or  their  proceeding's. 

Tsil — A  company  or  individaal  who  has  escaped  by 
being  left  behind  oat  of  a  party  of  travellers  murdered. 
Same  as  Adhareea. 

Teel. — A  person  found  watching  or  dodging  the  Thngs. 

TAola — A  Tfaana  or  police  guard.  Term  peculiar  to 
the  Koeleea  and  Dooab  Tbngs. 

Tilha — A  spy  or  scout. 

Tilhae — The  office  of  scout. 

Tooluk  ruhna — ^To  sleep,  or  Toulukna.     . 

Thumonee — Bribery.     Thumonee  dena — To  bribe. 

Thmbaio  iha  lo,  or  pee  lo — Eat  or  smoke  your  tobacco, 
technically    "  strangle" ;   one  of  ihe  signals  for  marder. 

Tome— Any  thing  particnlariy  good  or  vidnable  in  the 
spoil ;  a  thing  which  the  gang  thinks  wwtby  of  being 
preserved  for  the  head  man  of  their  village,  or  any  great 
patron  as  a  present. 

Townaree — Pretence,  or  trick  to  begnile  travellers. 

Taniee  detui — To  rouse  travellers  from  their  sleep. 

T^enga — A  sword.  Term  peculiar  to  the  Teliogsna 
or  Dnckon  Tbogs. 

Tinnooa — A  boy. 

Tinna — The  same. 

Toitffa — An  Anghurka  or  vest.  A  term  peculiar  to  the 
Thugs  of  Uie  Dooab. 

Tontai — A  party  of  travellers  larger  than  the  Thugs 
can  manage  to  destroy. 
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■    TitHa — A  Thng'a  trick,  prstextordeceit. 

Tongiir — Any  MarhaUa  man.  Tenn  pecnliw  to  Um 
Duckan  Thngs. 

7^indul—One  of  tbesereo  original  clang  of  Thogs.  They 
and  the  Bahleems  went  direct  from  Delhie,  after  their 
expulsion,  to  Maltan  and  the  Dacknn,  and  did  not  rest  at 
Agra.  None  of  these  clans  are  to  be  foand  in  the  Dooab 
or  Bnndelcnnd. 

Tupoviue — A  sacrifice  of  goor  to  Bhowanu.  This 
sacrifice  is  offered  at  the  first  convenient  place  after  every 
mnrder.  One  rapee  and  four  annas  worth  of  goor,  or 
coarse  sugar,  is  purchased,  and  pat  npon  a  blanket  or 
■beet  spread  upon  the  cleanest  place  they  can  select.  Heat 
the  pile  of  sogar  and  on  the  blanket  they  place  the  oonae- 
crated  pick-axe,  and  a  piece '  of  silver,  as  a  "  Roop 
Durtun,"  or  silver  offering.  The  most  esteemed  leader 
of  the  gang  who  is  supposed  to  be  most  in  &ror  with  the 
■Goddess,  and  best  acquainted  with  the  modes  of  propitiat- 
ing ber,  is  placed  on  the  blanket,  -  with  bis  face  to  the 
west.  As  many  noted  stranglers  as  it  can  conveniently 
contain,  sit  on  each  side  of  tbis  leader,  with  their  faces  in 
the  same  direction.  They  most  be,  including  .the  leader, 
an  even  number.  The  rest  of  the  gang  sit  outside  the 
blanket.  The  leader  now  makes  a  hole  in  tiie  ground, 
and  having  pat  into  it  a  little  of  the  goor,  .be  lifts  his 
clasped  hands  and  eyes  towards  heaven,  and  with  his  mind 
fixed  apoa  the  Goddess,  he  says,  "  Great  Goddess !  as 
'"  you  vouchsafed  one  lack  and  sixty-two  thonsaad  rupees 
"  to  Joora  Naig,  and  Kodnk  Bunwaree  in  their  need,  io 
'*  we  pray  thee,  fulfill  our  desires."  In  tbis  prayer  all 
the  Thugs  fervently  join,  repeating  the  words  after  the 
leader.  He  then  sprinkles  some  water  over  the  pit  and 
^ok-axe;  and  places  a  little  goor  upon  the  extended 
hands  of  every  Thug  seated  upon  the  .blanket  with  him* 
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Ooe  of  the  gaUg  now  gWes  the  Jkirnee,  or  signal  for 
strangling,  in  the  lane  manner  as  if  they  were  going  to 
commit  murder,  and  the  Thngs  npoa  the  oarpet  eat  their 
goor  in  solemn  silence.  Not  a  word  is  Bpok»n  till  they 
hare  eaten  the  whole,  and  drank  some  water.  The  pile 
ofgoor  is  DOW  distributed,  as  consecrated  food  to  the 
whole  of  the  gang  entitled  from  their  rank  to  partake  of 
it.  They  eat  it  all  with  silent  reverence,  so  tbat  no  part 
may  fall  to  the  gronnd,  and  if  any  fall,  it  is  put  into  the  pit 
tbat  it  may  not  be  soiled  by  the  foot  of  any  one.  The 
silver  is  then  given  back  to  the  person  who  lent  it  for  the 
pnrpose. 

No  one  bnt  a  man  who  has  strangled  with  his  own 
bands,  and  is  at  the  same  time  k  free  mao,  is  soGTered  te 
partake  of  the  goor  thns  consecrated.  For  those  wb« 
have  Hot  yet  strangled  a  victim,  or  are  not  fred  men,  ingar 
is  set  apart  from  the  pile  before  consecration,  and  they 
«at  it  at  the  same  time  as  the  others  on  the  signal  given. 
If  any  thing  improper,  or  indecorous  in  langnage,  manner, 
or  condact,  takes  place  daring  this  ceremony,  they  consi- 
der it  an  evident  sign  of  the  displeasure  of  the  deity,  and 
despair  of  fnrlbersoDcess  daring  the  expedition. 

If  any  particle  of  the  consecrated  goar  shcnld  be  left 
en  the  groand,  and  eaten  by  a  dog  or  any  other  animal, 
they  would,  they  believe,  suffer  under  the  displeasure  of 
the  deity  for  years.  If  any  othw  human  being  should 
taste  the  goor,  they  are  persuaded  that  he  woald  imai»< 
diately  take  to  the  trade  of  Thnggee,  and  never  be  able  to 
leave  it  ofTwhatever  may  have  been  hia  rank  or  condition  in 
life.  If  they  have  any  yonng  disciple  aboot  whose  advance- 
ment they  are  very  solicitous,  they  try  to  get  for  him  a 
little  of  the  consecrated  goor,  assured  that  he  wonld 
advance  rapidty  in  his  profesiion  after  eating  it.  See 
Joera  Naif,  tfnd  Kodak  Bonwaree. 
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T^pptuta — To  watcdi,  obMrve. 

Tuporim — To  search  or  scratioizfl,  or  BrreBt. 

Thapteea — A  potter.     Fecnliar  to  Dockno  Thngi. 

Taup — Bread.    Term  pecaliar  to  Duokan  Thogg. 

Ttep — h.  fire  kindled  amoDg  Thogs  for  evil  pnrposea— 
ieep  kamd  to  murder,  divide  booty,  bury,  or  cover  up  ihe 
grave.  Tbey  me  this  term  vhenever  they  reqoire  to 
aeotion  fire  before  those  who  are  likely  to  hear,  bat  ought 
not  to  naderstaod  them  commonly. 

Thap — The  place  of  eocampment  where  the  Thugs 
Bpend  the  nigbt,  commonly  outside  a  villsge. 
■     Thapa — The  same. 

Tkapa — A  river  among  the  Behar  and  Bengal  Thugs, 
from  its  banks  being  tbeir  general  resting  place. 

Topia— Clotb  of  any  kind. 

Tupponee  kuma — Performing  Uie  ceremony  of  Tupanee. 

Tup  jana — ^To  quit  the  road  on  wbioh  they  are  moving 
imd  take  another  direction, 

Tuppul,  or  TuppovHil,  or  T\tpole — ^The  bye-path  or  Pug- 
duTtdee,  into  which  Thugs  lead  tike  travellers  from  the  high 
road  in  order  to  murder  them  without  danger. 

Tareea—h.  gold  mobur. 

Towrce— Bread. 

T^rkeea^A.  goldsmith.    Peculiar  to  Ducknn  Thugs. 

Tharte — The  Sooseea  Tbuga  are  called  Tkories  by 
other  classes  of  Thugs. 

Tirheea — A  bag  or  knapsack. 

Tarndee — A  gold  mohur. 

Tortnee — ^Thng,  thief,  or  robber  of  any  kind. 

Tortvnkur-~A  searching  after,  seizing,  or  molesting 
Thugs. 

T<a — The  neel  kunt,  or  blue  jay.  If  they  see  it  to  the 
right,  or  crossing  from  the  left  to  right,  it  promises  good. 
If  to  the  left,  or  crossing  from  the  right  to  left,  it  promises 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     "0     ) 

no  ^ood,  bat  threatens  no  evil.  Its  cry  tbey  consider  tu 
nothing.  Tas,  as  the  name  of  the  jay  is  not  pecoliar  to 
Tfaogs. 

TFbAur no— To  strangle. 

Walgee—XincknQ  term  for  furau^,  the  crossing  of  a 
volf  or  wolves  on  the  road  before  the  gang.  Whether 
they  cross  from  right  to  left,  or  left  to  right,  it  is  con- 
sidered a  very  bad  omen  among  Dncknu  Thags,  and  they 
dare  not  advance, 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

General  tSuperintendant. 
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Substance  of  Conversations  held  by  Captain  Slee- 
man,  with  differed  ^^ff  Approvers,  while 
preparing  the  Vocabulary. 


Q, — Do  yoD  ever  recollect  any  misfartiine  ariaiDg  froa 
goiog  OD  when  a  hare  crossed  the  road  before  you  ? 

JVosir,  of  Singnaport, — Yes ;  when  Geaeral  DovetOD 
Gommauded  the  troops  at  Jhalna  we  were  advanciag 
towards  bis  Camp ;  a  hare  crossed  the  road ;  we  disre- 
garded the  omen,  thongh  Uie  hare  actaaily  screamed  in 
crossing,  and  went  on.  The  very  next  day  1,  with  seven- 
teen of  oar  gang,  were  seized  ;  and  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
calty  and  delay  that  we  got  onr  release.  We  bad  killed 
some  people  belonging  to  the  troops,  bnt  fortunatety  none 
of  their  property  was  fonnd  apon  ns. 

Q.— And  yon  think  these  ugns  are  all  mandates  from 
the  deity,  and  if  properly  attended  to,  no  harm  can  befall 
yoo? 

^onr.— Certainly ;  no  one  doabts  it;  ask  any  body. 
How  conld  Thnga  have  otherwise  prospered  \  Have  they 
not  every  where  been  protected  as  long  as  they  hare 
attended  religioagly  to  their  rnles  ! 

Q.— Bat  if  there  was  snob  a  deity  as  Bhtnoanee,  and 
and  she  were  yonr  patroness,  bow  conld  she  allow  ma  and 
others  to  seize  and  panish  ao  many  Thnga  X 

Narir. — 1  have  a  hnndred  times  heard  ray  father  and 
other  old  and  viae  men  say,  when  we  bad  killed  a  sweeper 
and  otberwiae  infringed  their  roles,  that  we  ahoold  be  soma 
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day  punished  for  it;  that  the  Earopeon  rnlers  woald  he 
made  the  iastrameDts  to  chastise  us  for  oar  disregard  of 
omeDSi  and  neglect  of  the  rales  laid  down  for  onr  gnidaoce. 

Q. — And  yon  really  believe  that  Bhowanee  sends  these 
signs  to  witrn  yon  of  danger,  and  gnide  yon  to  yonr  hooty  T 

Aanr. — Can  we— can  any  body  donbt  it  t  Sid  she  not  io 
former  days  when  onr  ancestors  attended  to  rules,  bnry 
the  bodies  for  as,  and  save  as  tbe  tronble ;  and  remove 
every  sign  by  which  we  could  be  traced  ? 

Q. — Yon  have  heard  this  from  yonr  fathers,  who  heard 
it  from  Hieir  fathers  ;  bat  none  of  yon  have  ever  seen  it, 
nor  is  it  tme  ? 

,  AmiV.— Itis  trae,  quite  tme;  and  thoagh  we  have  not 
seen  this,  we  have  all  of  ns  seen  the  sacred  pickaxe  spring 
in  tbe  morning  from  the  well  into  which  it  had  been  throws 
over  night,  and  come  to  the  lunds  of  the  man  who  carried 
it  at  his  call :  nay  we  have  seen  tbe  pickaxes  of  differ- 
ent gangs  all  come  up  of  themselves  from  the  same  well 
Rt  the  same  time,  and  go  to  their  several  bearers. 

Q. — Yes  ;  and  you  have  all  seen  the  eommon  jugglers, 
by  sleights  of  baud,  appear  to  turn  pigeons  into  serpents, 
and  serpent*  into  rabbits,  but  all  know  that  they  do  It  by 
Ibeir  skill,  and  not  by  the  aid  of  any  goddess.  The  man 
who  carries  yonr  pickaxe  is  selected  for  bis  skill,  an^ 
faiui  extra  emoluments  and  distinction ;  and  no  doubt 
can,  in  the  same  manner,  m^e  It  appear  that  the  axe 
«omes  out  of  itself  when  he  draws  it  oat  by  bis  sleight 
of  hand. 

Narirj^^Wilh  great  energy — "  What !  shall  not  a  bun- 
dred  generations  of  Thngs  he  able  to  distlngntsh  tbetricks 
of  man  from  tbe  miracles  of  God?  Is  there  not  tbe  dif- 
ference  of  heaven  and  earth  between  them  ?  Is  not  one 
a  mere  trick,  and  the  other  a  miracle,  witnessed  by 
liniulfcds  assembled  at  the  same  time  I" 
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Q.»^ahib  Khan,  yoa  ara  more  sober  than  Nuir,  hire 
jroa  ever  seen  it  ? 

Sahib  Khan.-^  On  one  expedition  only. 

Q.-— Who  were  the  pickaxe  beorera  t 

Sahib.— Thej  vere  Imun  Khnn  and  bis  broUier. 

Q.— From  what  conntry  ? 

SoAti.— From  Aroot  I  was  obliged  to  fly  from  Telin. 
gtJUi  when  Mtgor  Parker  and  Captain  Sheriff  made  their 
inroad  opon  ns  (Gardee)  and  I  went  and  joined  the  Aroot 
gangs.  Daring  a  whole  expedition  that  I  made  with 
them.  Imam  Khan  and  his  brother  carried  the  pickaxe, 
and  I  heard  them  repeatedly  in  the  morning  oali  them 
from  the  weH  into  which  they  had  thrown  them  orer  night, 
and  saw  the  pickaxes  come  of  themselves  from  the  we)l« 
and  £M  into  their  aprons,  which  they  held  open  thta: — 
Here  he  described  the  mode. 

Q.— And  yon  never  saw  any  of  your  own  gangs  do 
tbis? 

Sahib. — Never ;  I  have  Tbdgged  for  twenty  years  Ut4 
never  saw  it. 

Q.— How  do  yoa  acconnt  for  tbis  ! 

SoAift/— Merely  by  sapposing  that  they  attend  more  t» 
omens  and  regolations  than  we  do.  Among  as  it  is  * 
nie  never  to  kill  women  ;  but  if  a  rich  old  womui  U 
fonnd,  the  gang  som^mes  gets  a  man  to  strangle  her 
by  giving  him  an  extra  share  of  the  booty,  and  indacing 
him  to  take  the  responsibility  upon  himself.  We  have 
annetimeB  killed  other  prohibited  people,  particnlarly  those 
of  low  oast,  whom  we  onght  not  even  to  have  touched. 
Q,M.Yoa  are  from  the  Delhi  elans  ? 
SoAtA.— Yes,  1  am  of  the  finrsote  elan,  and  m;  family 
vent  to  the  Dnnknn,  ttaee  generations  ago. 

Q.— Do  yon  think  the  Arcot  and  Carnatic  gangs  »^ 
also  from  the  Delhi  clans  ? 
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Sahib. — We  anppose  that  all  Thags  originated  by  dea- 
cent  or  initiation  from  the  Delhi  clans :  bnt  I  think  we  are 
wrong.  I  beoame  intimate  with  the  Arcot  gangs ;  and  some 
of  them,  ahout  seven  years  ago,  after  my  return,  came  and 
settled  in  Telingana,  between  Hydrabad  and  Masali- 
patam,  where  they  still  carry  on  their  trade  of  Thaggee; 
bat  they  will  never  intermarry  with  onr  families — saying 
that  we  once  drove  bullocks  and  were  itinerant  tradesmen, 
and  conseqaently  of  lower  cast.  They  trace  back  the  trade 
of  Thaggee  in  their  families  to  more  generations  than  we 
can,  and  they  are  more  skilful  and  observant  of  rules  and 
omens  than  ve  are ;  and  I,  therefore,  think  that  they  are 
neither  descended  from  Uie  Delhi  stock,  nor  were  ever 
disciples  of  theirs. 

Q. — Do.  yon  think  there  is  any  traUi  in  their  assertion 
that  yonr  ancestors  drove  bullocks  ? 

Sahib. — I  think  there  is.  We  have  some  usages  and 
traditions  that  seem  to  imply  that  our  ancestors  kep( 
bollocks,  and  traded;  bat  how  I  know   not. 

Here  a  Brahman  Thog,  of  one  of  the  most  ancient  Thng 
families,  interposed,  and  declared  that  hehad  seen  the  fune- 
ral rites  of  Musulmao  Thugs,  and  that  the  women  who 
brought  the  water  there  chanted  all  the  occupations  of  die 
ancestors  of  the  deceased,  which  demonstrated  that  they 
irere  originally  descended  from  gangs  of  wandering 
Khutyurs.or  vagrant  Mnsnlmans,  who  followed  armies  and 
lived  ia  the  subnrbs  of  cities,  and  in  the  wild  wastes, 
and  that  their  pretensions  to  higher  descent  was  all  non- 
sense. Several  Mosulmaii  Thags  protested  stnrdily 
against  this,  but  the  arguments  were  too  strong  against 
them,  and  after  a  time  the  dialogue  was  resumed. 

Q. — What  do  yon  think.  Sahib  Khan,  am  I  right  in 
thinking  that  we  shall  suppress  Thaggee,  or  U  tfaair 
right  in  thinking  we  shall  not? 


,9  iizedoy  Google 


(     1*5    ) 

Sahib. — There  bare  been  aeverBl  gardies  (inroKds,)  apoD 
Thuggee,  bnt  thejr  faiTe  ended  in  nothiag:  bat  the  pnoisb' 
meet  of  a  few;  and,  as  Naair  says,  ve  bave  beard  our 
fathers  and  sage*  predict  these  things  as  pnaishments  for 
oar  transgression  of  presoribttd  rales  ;  but  none  of  them 
ever  said  that  Thaggee  would  be  done  away  with.  This 
aeems  a  greater  and  more  general  gardie  than  any,  and 
I  know  not  what  to  think, 

Q. — But  tell  me  freely ;  do  yon  think  we  shall  aDDihi- 
late  it  ? 

Sa&ib.^How  can  the  hand  of  man  do  away  vith  the 
works  of  God. 

Q. — Yon  are  a  Masalman  1 
.  Sahib. — Yes,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Thagi  of  the 
Bouth  are  Masnlmaos. 

Q. — And  yon  still  marry ;  inherit;  pray;  eat  and  drink 
according  to  the  Koran;  and  your  paradise  is  to  be  tiie 
paradise  promised  by  Mahommad  ? 
Sahib.—Y9».  all,  all. 

Q.— Has  Bhowaiut  been  any  where  named  in  the  Koran! 
Sahib. — No  where. 

Here  a  Masalman  Thog  from  Hindostan  interposed, 
and  said,  he  tboagbt  Bhovanee  and  Fatima,  the  daaghter 
ef  Mahommad,  and  wife  of  Alet,  were  one  and  ihe  same 
person  ;  and  that  it  was  Fatima  who  invented  the  use  of 
the  roomal  to  strangle  the  great  demon  Sukut-beej'dana  i 
which  led  to  a  discussion  between  him  and  some  of  my 
Mosalmao  native  officers,  who  did  not  like  to  find  the 
amiable  Fatma  made  a  goddess  ofThaggee — An  "  Ipbi- 
genia  in  Tanris."  The  Thng  was  a  stnrdy  mranghr, 
and  in  the  estimation  of  his  associate  Thags  had,  1  think, 
the  best  of  the  argument. 

Q.— Then  has  Bkoyaafut  any  thing  to  do  with  year 
paradise! 
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Sahib. — Nothing. 

Q. — She  has  no  iaflaence  apon  yoar  fntnre  state  T 
Sahib. — None. 

Q.— Does  Mahommud,  yonr  prophet,  any  whare  sanc- 
tion crimes  like  yoate  ;  the  murder  in   cold  blood  of  your 
fellow  creatures  for  the  sake  of  their  money  ? 
Sahib.— No. 

Q. — Does  he  not  say  that  such  crimes  will  be  ponished 
by  God  in  the  next  world  t 
Sahib-^Yes. 

Q, — Then  do  yoa  never  feel  any  dread  of  panisbment 
hereafter  ? 

Sahib. — Never ;  we  never  murder  unless  the  omens  are' 
favorable ;  and  we  consider  favorable  omens  as  the  man- 
dates of  the  deity. 
Q.— What  deity  I 
Sahib. — Bhotcanee . 

Q. — Bat  Bhowanee,  yon  say,   has  no  inflaence  npon 
the  welfare,  or  otherwise,  of  your  soul  hereafter  ? 

Sahib. — None,  we  believe  ;  but  she  influences  our  fates 
in  this  world,  and  what  sbe  orders  in  this  world,  we 
believe,  that  God  will  not  punish  in  the  nest. 
-  Q, — And  yoa  believe  that  if  yon  were  to  murder  with- 
out the  observance  of  the  omens  and  regalations,  yon 
would  be  punished  both  in  this  world  and  the  next  like 
other  men  ? 

Sahib. — Certainly ;  no  man's  family  ever  survives  a  mur- 
der :  it  becomes  extinct.    A  Thug  who  mnrders  in  this  way 
loses  the  children  he  has,  and  is  never  blessed  with  more. 
Q, —  In  the  same  manner  as  if  a  Thug  bad  murdered 
aThng? 

Sahib. — Precisely  ;  he  cannot  escape  punishment. 
Q, — And  when  yon  observe  the  omens  and  rules,  yoo 
neither  feel  adread  of  pnnishment  here  nor  hereafter  t 
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.Sahib. — Never. 

Q, — And  do  yoa  never  fee)  symptthy  for  the  persons 
murdered— never  pity  or  compaoction  ? 

Sahib. —Never. 

Q. — How  can  yoa  marder  old  men  and  yonng  obildran 
vitboQt  some  emotions  of  pity — calmly  and  deliberately 
as  tbey  sit  with  yoa  and  converse  with  yon,— and  tell  yoa 
of  their  private  affairs,~of  their  hopes  and  fears,— and 
of  the  wires  and  children,  they  are  ^ing  to  meet  after 
years  of  absence,  toil  and  suffering  I 

A. — From  the  time  that  the  omeasliave  been  fovorable, 
we  consider  them  as  victims  thrown  into  oar  hands  by 
the  deity  to  be  killed  ;  and  that  we  are  the  mere  inatra- 
ment  in  her  hands  to  destroy  them :  that  if  we  do  not 
kill  them,  she  will  never  be  a^n  propitious  to  ns,  sjid 
Te  and  our  iamilies  will  be  involved  in  misery  and  want. 

Q.— And  yon  can  sleep  as  aoandly  by  the  bodies  or 
over  the  graves  of  those  yoa  have  mnrdered,  and  eat  your 
meals  with  as  moch  appetite  as  ever  ? 

Sahib.— Ju»t  the  same;  we  sleep  and  eat  jnst  the 
same  unless  we  are  afraid  of  being  discovered. 

Q, — And  when  yoa  see  or  hear  a  bad  omeo,  yon  think 
.it  is  the  order  of  the  deity  not  to  kill  the  travellers  yoa 
have  with  yon  or  are  in  pursuit  of  t 

Sahib. — Yes ;  it  is  the  order  viot  to  kill  them,  and  we 
dare  not  disobey. 

Q,— Do  yoor  wives  never  reproach  yoa  with  yoor  deeds? 

Sahib. — In  the  South  we  never  tell  our  wives  what  we 
do  lest  they  should  disclose  oor  secrets. 

Q, — And  if  you  told  them  would  they  not  reproacdi  you? 

SoAtfi Some  wonld,  and  some,   like  those  of  othw 

Thugs  who  do  tell  them,  wonld  quietly  acquiesce. 

Q, — And  be  as  affectionate  and  datifnl  as  the  wives  of 
other  men  1 
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5aAi&.— Tbe  fidelity  of  the  wtfes  of  Tha^  ii  pto- 
Tcrbial  thronghoot  India. 

Q.— That  is  among  Thugs  ? 

Sahib.— Yea. 

Q. — Aad  the  fear  of  the  roomal  (PtMoo)  operate!  » 
little  to  prodooe  this  ? 

ScAih. — Perhaps  a  little,  bat  there  have  been  very  few 
instance!  of  women  killed  fur  infidelity  among  ns.  ■ 

Qj — And  yonr  children  too  reverence  thair  Hiag 
fathers  like  oUier  soas,  even  after  they  have  beooma 
MKinainted  with  their  trade  ! 

Sah^. — The  same :  we  love  them  and  they  love  as  the 
same. 

Q.— At  what  age  do  yon  initiate  tbem  ? 

iiakib.-~I  was  initiated    by    my   father  when  I  was 
only  thirteen  y«ars  of  age. 
-    Q, — Have  yon  any  mle  as  to  the  age? 

&iAt&.— -None ;  a  father  is  sometimes  avarioions,  and 
takes  bis  son  oat  very  yooag,  merely  to  get  his  sfaare  of 
the  booty  ;  for  the  youngest  boy  gets  as  mach  in  bis  share 
as  the  oldest  man  :  bat  generally  a  fether  is  anxions  to 
have  his  son  in  the  rai^  of  the  Burta*  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble ;  be  does  not  like  to  have  him  coasidered  a  KiAoola 
after  he  has  attained  the  age  of  puberty. 

Q.— How  soon  do  yon  let  tbem  see  yoar  operations  ? 

Sahib. — The  first  expedition  they  neither  see  nor  hear 
any  ^ing  of  marder.  They  know  not  onr  trade,  they  get 
presents,  pnrcbaaed  oat  of  their  share,  and  become  fond 
of  the  wandering  life,  as  they  are  always  monnted  npon 
ponies.  Before  the  end  of  tbe  joar ney  they  know  that  we 
rob.  The  next  expedition  they  inspect  that  we  commit 
marder,  and  some  of  tbem  even  know  it;  and  in  the  third 
expedition  they  see  all. 

Qr-~Do  they  not  become  frightened  ? 
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Sakib.—NfA  after  ibe  second  or  third  exp«ditioD. 

Feringeea. — About  twelve  years  «go  mj  oeusin  Antia 
Snbahdar  took  ont  with  ns  m;  coniin  Kurfaora,  brotber 
of  Omrow  approver,  a  lid  of  fonrteen,  for  the  first  time. 
He  was  inaDDted  npon  m  pretty  pony,  end  HDrsooka,  an 
adopted  SOD  of  Amaa's  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  bey. 

We  fell  in  with  five  Sikhs,  and  when  we  set  out  before 
daylight  in  themoraing,  Harsooka,  whohad  been  already 
OD  three  expeditions,  was  ordered  to  take  the  bridle  and 
keep  the  boy  in  the  refu-  oat  of  sight  and  bearing.  The 
boy  beoaoie  alarmed,  and  impatienl,  got  away  from  Hnr- 
•ooka,  and  galloped  np  at  the  instant  the  J.kimee,  or 
signal  for  marder  was  given.  He  heard  the  screams  of 
the  men,  and  saw  them  all  strangled.  He  was  seized  with 
a  trembling,  and  fell  from  his  pony ;  he  became  innediate' 
ly  delirioDB,  was  dreadfully  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  the 
tnrbans  of  the  mnrdered  nen,  and  when  any  one  tonched 
or  spoke  to  him,  talked  aboot  the  mnrders  and  screamed 
exactly  like  a  boy  talks  in  his  sleep,  and  trembled  violently 
if  any  one  spoke  to  him  or  touched  him.  We  conld  not  get 
him  on,  and  after  bnrying  the  bodies,  Aman  and  I,  and  A 
few  others,  sat  by  him  while  the  gang  went  on :  we  were 
very  fond  of  him,  and  tried  all  wecoold  to  tranqailize  him, 
bat  he  never  recovered  his  senses,  end  before  evening  be 
died.  1  have  seen  many  instances  of  feelings  greatly 
shocked  at  the  sight  of  the  first  murder,  hot  never  one  so 
strong  as  this.  Karhoravnu  a  very  fine  boy,  and  Hni^ 
Booka  took  his  deadi  mooh  to  heart,  and  tnrned  Byragee ; 
be  is  DOW  at  some  temple  on  the  bank  tJ  &e  Narbadda 
river. 

Q. — Was  not  Jhnrhoo,  who  was  taken  with  year  gang 
after  the  Bhilsa  mnrders,  and  hung  at  Jufanlpere,  a 
brother  of  his  ? 
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Feringeea^— Yes,  poor  Jhurhoo !  yoa  on^t  aotto  have 
bang  bim ;  he  never  strangled  or  assisted  in  strangliog  any 
aiaa  !  !  Here  the  tears  ran  down  over  Feringeea's  face. 
Strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  have  never  heard  him  speak  of 
his  yonng  coasin  Jharboo's  fate  vitbout  weeping,  and  yet 
ail  the  males  of  his  family  have  been  Thugs  for  tea 
generations.  Another  brother  of  this  Jbnrhoo,  is  a  very 
noted  Thag  leader,  still  at  large — Phoolsa. 

Q.— Do  you  in  the  Dnokan  send  any  offerings  to  the 
Srahmans  of  tbe  temple  oi  Davey  ? 

Feringeea. — Never ;  we  neither  make  oSerings  to  her 
temples,  nor  do  we  ever  consalt  any  of  her  priests  or  those 
of  any  other  temples.  Onr  sages  alone  are  consulted,  and 
they  consalt  omens  alone  as  their  gnidea. 

Q.. — Have  they  any  written  treatises  on  angary  ? 

Feringeea. — None ;  they  never  consult  hooks ;  they 
learn  all  from  tradition  and  experience. 

Q, —  Bat  yon  worship  at  Davt^s  temples? 

Feringeea. — Yes,  of  course,  all  men  worship  at  her 
temple. 

Q. — No. — ^We  Sahib  loge  never  do. 

Feringeea. — I  mean  all  Hindoos  and  Musulmans.  Here 
ny  Mabommadun  officers  again  interposed,  and  declared 
that  they  never  did ;  that  it  was  only  the  very  lowest 
order  of  Masulmans  that  did.  But,  ODfortnoately,  these 
keen  observers  of  passing  events  had  seen  the  wives  of 
some  very  respectable  Mnsalmans  at  Jnbulpore,  daring 
the  time  that  the  small  pox  was  raging,  take  their  children 
to  her  temples  and  prostrate  them  before  the  images  of  tbe 
Goddess  of  Destraotion.  The  officers  admitted  this  to  be 
sometimes  the  case,  bat  pretended  that  it  was  unknown 
io  their  husbands. 

Sahih  Khan  and  tfasir. — In  tbe  Dnoknn  the  greatest 
Kawabs  and  Officers  of  State  worship  at  the  temples. 
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*ai  prostrate  themsclTes  aod  their  children  before 
the  image  of  the  Goddess  when  the  small  pox  or  the 
cholera  morbna  rages.  We  have  oarselves  seen  them  do 
it  often. 

Q. — And  do  they  believe  yon  Thngs  to  be  onder  her 
special  proteolion? 

Sahib  and  Nasir. — Some  of  them  do,  and  tfaongh  they 
often  try  to  dissaade  ns  from  onr  trade,  they  are  afraid 
to  pnoisb  ns.  Bura  Sahib  Jemadar,  of  Madnra,  had 
several  hoodred  followers,  and  nsed  to  make  valaable 
presents  to  Navab  Doliee  Khan  who  knew  how  he  got 
them,  and  offered  him  a  high  post  with  rent-free  lands 
if  he  would  leave  off  the  trade.     He  wonld  not. 

Q.^What  became  of  him  at  last  ? 

Sahib  and  Natir, — There  was  a  great  Deceit  leader 
(^tbe  same  name  who  had  been  committing  great  ravages, 
and  orders  were  sent  by  the  Nawab  to  the  local  officers  to 
blow  him  away  from  a  gon  as  soon  as  they  coald  seize 
him.  They  seized  Sahib  Khan  Thag,  aad  blew  him  away 
by  mistake,  before  the  Nowab  got  informatioD  of  the 
arrest.  Id  a  few  hoars  after  his  death  a  message  came 
from  (he  Nawab  to  say  that  he  feared  there  might  be  a 
mistake,  and  when  he  heard  that  Sahib  Khan  Thng  had 
faaui  blown  away,  he  was  much  grieved,  bnt  said  that  God 
HnAt  have  ordained  it,  and  the  faolt  was  not  bis. 

Q,— Has  he  any  sods  ? 

Sah^  aad  Natir. — Yes.  He  has  two  Ameen  Sahih, 
45  years  of  age,  who  has  a  gang  of  thirty  Thags ;  and 
Bajee  Khan,  W  years  of  age,  who  has  a  gang  of  tea 
Thngs,  all  from  among  their  relations  and  connexions ; 
and  they  act  together  and  live  in  Omarda,  Taallnk  Afznl- 
pore,  in  the  Hyderabad  territories. 
.  Q, — ^Wbat  made  your  friends  desert  their  old  abodes 
inArcot? 
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-  Sakih  and  Natir. — Some  Mi^^jstrate  got  hold  of  some 
Tbnga  vho  tarned  inforaiert,  and  gave  tbem  a  ^od  deal 
of  annoyance. 

Qj — Have  they  retarnedT 

Sakih  and  Niuir. — Sone  of  Utflm  hare  gone  back,  and 
a  great  many  vho  had  not  been  molested  remained  there 
'  till  the  annoyance  vas  over. 

Q. — What  leaders  came  away  ? 

Sahib  and  iVtMir.— Sheikh  Amed  who  is  considered  the 
moat  able  leader  of  his  day.  He  has  sixty  fally  initiated 
Thugs  (Borkaa)  who  pretend  to  be  recraits  for  Begi- 
nents.  He  is  thoroaghly  acquainted  with  the  Drill  of 
the  Company's  Regiments  and  their  Military  terms,  and 
can  speak  English. 

Q.— How  do  yon  know!  Yon  do  not  understand 
English. 

ScAib  and  iVa«tr.— He  can  make  the  Gentlemen  and 
those  who  speak  English  nndarstand  when  he  speaks  a 
hmgnage  we  do  not  nnderstand,  and  he  tells  as  this  is 
English.  Other  llag  leaders  generally  display  their 
wealth  in  an  ostentations  appearance  that  betrays  them. 
Sheikh  Amed  is  60  years  of  age,  and  will  ^o  about  for 
months  cooking  his  own  food,  walking  and  living  like  the 
poorest  man,  while  he  can  command  the  services  of  a 
hundred  men. 

Q._Who  are  the  others  X 

Sahib  and  JVoctr.— Osman  Khan,  who  has  abont  30 
Borkaa,  or  fnlly  initiated  and  able  Thags.  He  is  SO 
years  of  age. 

Hasan  Kkan,  who  has  25  Bortas,  and  is  55  years  of  aga. 

Sahib  £haa  of  Lodeekar,  who  has  80  Bortas,  and  i« 
45  years  of  age. 

Tipod  Jemadar,  brother  of  Sahib  Khao,  who  has  10 
Borktu,  and  is  about  40  years  of  age. 
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.   Hogeyn  Kban,  the  nephew  of  Hasan  Khan,  who  has 
«boQt  Q  Borkai,  and  is  35  years  of  qge. 

Noor  Khao,  who  has  10,  and  is  about  40 ;  all  the^e 
leaden  came  to  Telingana  from  the  CarDatic  about  the 
same  time  and  settled  near  Nnl^nda,  about  fifty  cote 
from  Hyderabad,  on  the  road  to  Masalapatam,  and  the; 
operate  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  seapprts. 

Q, — You  consider  that  a  Borka  is  capable  of  forming 
fi  gWD^  in  any  put  of  India  to  which  be  may  be  obliged 
to  fly  ?  . 

SaAii  and  Atui'r.— Certainly,  in  any  part  that  we  hare 
seen  of  it. 
.    Q, — Do  yoo  know  any  instance  of  it  J 

Sahib  and  Aaflir.-~A  great  number ;  Mudee  Khaa 
was  from  the  old  Sindouse  stock,  and  was  obliged  to 
^migrate  after  the  attack  upon  that  place.  Many  yean 
afterwards  we  met  him  in  the  Dacknn,  and  be  had  then 
a  gang  of  fifty  Thogs  of  alt  casts  and  deacrjptiong,  I 
asked  bin  who  they  were;  he  told  me  that  they  were 
weavers,  braziers,  braoelel-makers,  and  all  kiqds  pf  raga- 
muffins, whom  be  had  scraped  together  about  bis  new 
abode  on  the  banks  of  the  Heraa  and  Norbudda  rirers, 
in  the  distriots  of  Jebnlpore  and  Nnrsingpore.  He  was 
a  Musulman,  and  so  were  Lai  Khan,  Kalee  Khan,  who 
formed  gangs  after  the  Siodonse  dispersion  along  the 
same  rivers. 

,    Q.— Did  they  find  the  same  patrons  among  \bt  htnd 
holders  aqd  other  heads  of  villages  I 

S(Aib  and  JV<lstr.^Tbey  every  where  made  friends  by 
the  same  means;  and  withoat  patrons  they  qould  not 
have  thrived.  They  were  obliged  of  coarse  to  give  them 
»  liberal  share  of  the  booty. 

.    Of — But  these  me*  have  all  been  pooistied,  wl)ioI(  4^eg 
not  indicate  the  proteeljea  of  Dnvey  ? 
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Sahib  and  Ncuir.^— It  indicaUtB  the  danger  of  icrapiB^ 
together  sach  a  set  of  fellows  for  Tba^ee.  They  killed 
all  people  indiscriminately,  women  and  men,  of  all  casts 
and  professions,  and  knew  so  little  abont  omens  that  tbey 
entered  upon  their  expeditions  and  killed  people,  in 
spite  of  such  as  the  most  ignorant  ought  to  bare  known 
were  prohibitive.  They  were  pnnisbed  in  conseqnence, 
as  we  all  knew  that  they  would  he ;  and  we  always 
nsed  to  think  it  dangerons  to  be  associated  with  them 
for  even  a  few  days.  Ask  many  of  them  who  are  now 
here, — Kureem  Khui,  Sheikh  Knreem,  Bnmzanee  and 
others,  whether  this  is  not  trae,  and  whether  they  ever 
let  go  even  a  sweeper  if  he  appeared  to  have  a  rnpes 
abont  him  1 

Q, — And  yon  think  that  if  they  had  been  well  instracted 
in  tbe  signs  and  rules,  and  attended  to  them  they  would 
have  thrived  ? 

Sdhib  and  Nasir, — Undoubtedly  ;  so  sboald  we  all, 
Q. — Yon  think  that  a  Kuboola  or  tyro  could  not  any 
"where  form  a  gang  of  Thugs  of  himself  ? 

Sakih  and  Naair. — Never ;  be  conid  know  notbing  of 
oar  rales  of  angary,  or  proceedings;  and  bow  could  ho 
possibly  succeed?  Does  not  all  our  sucoess  depend  npoD 
knowing  and  observing  omens  and  rules  ? 

Q, — It  wonid  therefore  never  be  very  dangerons  to 
release  such  a  man  as  a  Kuboola  ? 

iSaJiti  and  Nasir. — Never ;  nnless  he  coald  join  men 
better  instracted  tbfui  himself.  Every  one  mnst  be  con- 
vinced that  it  is  by  knowing  and  attending  to  omens  and 
mlea  that  Thuggee  has  thrived. 

Q,— I  am  not  convinced,  nor  are  any  of  the  naliv* 
officers  present ;  on  the  contrary,  we  do  all  we  can  to  put 
-down  what  yoa  call  an  institntioo  of  the  deity,  and  with- 
out dreading  at  all  the  effects  of  her  reaentment  I 
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Sah&  and  Nanr. — ^The;  may  aay  so,  bat  tbey  all  IcnoT 
that  no  man's  family  can  sorTive  a  marder  commilted  ia 
any  other  way  ;  and  yet  Tbnga  bave  thrived  ibrangb  a 
long  series  of  generations.  We  bave  all  children  like 
other  men,  and  we  are  never  visited  with  any  extraor- 
dinary afiliotian. 

Q, — Tell  me  frankly  which  oath,  now  while  you  are  in 
custody,  yoa  who  are  Mnsnlmans  deem  tbe  stroogest,— 
that  npoD  the  Konm  or  tbat  npon  the  pickaxet 

Sahib  and  Nasir, — If  we  oonld  be  allowed  to  conae- 
crate  the  pickaxe  in  the  prescribed  form,  neither  the 
Koran  nor  any  thing  else  on  earth  could  be  so  binding ; 
but  without  consecration  it  would  be  of  no  avail. 

Q.. — Do  you  not  sometimeB  make  up  a  piece  of  cloth  in 
the  jail  in  the  form  of  the  pickaxe,  and  swear  upon  it  ? 

Sahib  and  Nanr. — ^We  bave  heard  that  the  Hindnstaa 
Thugs  do,  bat  we  have  never  seen  it 

Q.— Do  yoD  Ibiflk  it  answers  1 

Sahib  and  Kanr. — It  may  with  praper  consecration 
ceremonies,  bat  we  bave  nevertriedit.  Even  mut^made 
into  the  same  form  and  consecrated  would  do.  If  any 
man  swears  to  a  falsehood  upon  a  piokaxe,  properly  con- 
secrated, we  will  consent  to  be  bang  if  be  survives  the 
time  appointed ;  appoint  one,  two  or  three  days  when  he 
swears,  and  we  pledge  ourselves  that  he  does  not  live  a 
moment  beyond  the  time ;  he  will  die  a  horrid  death ; 
his  head  wUI  turn  round,  his  iace  towards  the  back,  and 
he  will  writhe  in  tortures  till  be  dies. 

Q, — And  all  this  you  have  seen  ? 

Sahib  and  Naiir. — ^Yes,  we  have  all  seen  it. 

Q,. — Above  the  Nnrbndda,  chiefs  have  never  bad  the 
game  dread  of  panisbing  Thugs  as  below  it ;   have  they  ! 

Feringeea. — They  had  formerly,  and  have  still  ia  many 
parts. 
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Q, — ^Why  shoaM  they  fear;  have  there  bofin  anyin' 
■tances  of  BofferiDf;  from  it  ? 

Feringeea. — A  great  many.  Was  not  Nanha,  the  Raja 
of  Jhalone,  made  ieprons  by  Davey  for  patting  to  death 
Bodhoo  and  bis  brother  Khnmolee,  two  of  the  moit  Doted 
Thnga  of  their  day.  He  had  them  trampled  nnder  the 
feet  of  elephants,  bat  the  leprosy  broke  oat  npon  his  body 
the  very  next  day. 

Q.— Did  he  believe  that  this  pnoishment  was  ioflioted 
by  Davey  for  patting  tbem  to  death  ? 

Dorgka  Musttlman.^B.e  was  qaite  sensible  of  it. 

Q. — Did  be  do  any  thing  to  appease  her  ! 

Dorgha.^— Every  thing.  Bodhoo  had  began  a  well  it 
Jbalone ;  the  Raja  bailt  it  op  in  a  magnifioent  style  ;  be 
bad  a  chabootra  (tomb)  raised  to  their  name,  fed  fimb- 
muns,  and  consecrated  it,  bad  worship  instituted  upon 
it,  bat  all  in  vain  ;  the  disease  was  incnrable,  and  the  Raja 
died  io  a  few  months  a  miserable  death.  The  tomb  and 
wellare  both  kept  ap  and  visited  by  bandreds  to  this  day, 
«nd  no  one  doobta  that  the  Raja  was  panished  for  patting 
these  two  Thugs  to  deatb. 

Q, — Bat  Bodhoo  had  his  nose  and  hands  cat  off  before, 
and  could  have  been  no  favorite  of  Davey'a  \ 

Feringeea.~B\yt  he  was  a  Thug  of  great  repote  \  for 
sagacity  we  have  never  seen  his  equal;  people  who  bad 
been  robbed  used  to  go  to  him  as  an  oracle. 

Q.— But  he  bad  turned  informer,  and  was  sent  to 
Jbalone  by  Mr.  Stockwell  to  arrest  bis  associates. 

Dortfha. — He  went  to  Mr.  Stockwell  in  «  passion ;  his 
heart  was  not  folly  turned  away  from  as  then  ? 

Q. — Have  yoo  any  other  ingtances? 

Inaent. — Haodre'ds  !  When  Madhajee  SoindheoB 
caused  seventy  Tfangs  to  be  executed  at  Mnthnra,  was 
he  not  warned  in  a  dream  by  Davey  that  he  should  release 
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them  ?  and  did  be  not  the  very  day  after  their  execntiok 
begin  to  apit  blood  ?  and  did  he  not  die  within  three 
moDlhs  ? 

fVrtnjr«a.— When  Dareear  the  Rathore,  end  Komere 
and  Patore,  the  Knchwaha  Rajpooti,  Znmeendars,  arrest- 
ed ei^ty  of  theThng[a  who  had  lettled  at  Nodha  after 
the  marder  of  Lteot.  Monsell,  they  had  many  warnings  to 
let  them  go ;  but  tbey  persisted  and  kept  thorn  till  some 
thirty  died.  They  collected  fourteen  thoasaad  mpeei  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  rupees  from  every 
Thog,  What  became  of  their  families.  Have  they  not  all 
perished  ?  Tbey  have  not  a  child  left.  Rae  Sing  Havildar, 
•the  GwaUor  Sabah  of  Nodha,  took  the  money,  but  that 
very  day  his  only  son  and  the  best  horse  in  his  stable 
died,  and  he  was  himself  taken  ill  and  died  soon  after  a 
miserable  death. 

Natir. — Ah  Davey  took  care  of  you  then,  and  why  X 
Was  it  not  becanse  yoo  were  more  attentive  to  her  orders  I 

ZoljUttar.—^es ;  we  had  then  some  regard  for  religion. 
We  have  lost  it  since.  All  kinds  of  men  have  been  made 
llings,  and  all  classes  of  people  murdered,  without  dis- 
tinction, and  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  omens. 
How  after  this  oonid  ve  expect  to  escape  I 

Naair. — Be  assured  that  Davty  never  forsook  as  till 
we  neglected  her. 

Q.— Do  yon  know  of  any  instance  of  her  panishing  a 
man  for  annoying  Thags  in  the  Dackun  ? 

Sahih  Khan. — A  great  many.  The  Raja  of  KuDdel, 
some  ninety  ease  east  from  Bydnibad,  arrested  all  the 
Thugs  in  bis  Raj  for  some-marders  they  had  committed* 
For  three  successive  nights  the  voice  of  Davey  was  beard 
from  the  top  of  every  temple  in  the  capital,  warning  the 
Raja  to  release  them.  The  whole  town  heard  her,  and 
arged  the  Biya  to  comply.    He  was  obstinate,  and  the 
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third  night  the  bed  on  which  he  and  bis  Ranee  were 
sleeping  was  takeo  np  by  Davey  and  dashed  TJolentl; 
■gainst  the  groand. 

g—Were  they  killed  T 

Naair. — They  were  not  killed,  bat  they  were  dread- 
fully bruised ;  and  had  tfaey  not  released  the  Thngs,  they 
wonid  certainly  have  been  killed  the  next  night. 

Q, — Were  any  of  you  present  ? 

SaAib  Khan. — Onr  fathers  were,  and  we  beard  it  from 
them.     It  occurred  sixty  years  ago. 

Q. — And  do  yon  think  that  the  Chiefs  have  still  the 
same  dread  of  punishing  Thugs  in  all  parts  of  India  ? 

iSoAii.— Certainly  not  in  all  parts;  because  in  many  tfaey 
have  been  safiered.  to  panish  them  with  imponity  on 
account  of  their  neglect  of  rnles  and  omens. 

Mor{e«.— There  is  no  fear  now.  They  are  every  where 
leized  and  punished  witb  impnnity  ;  there  is  no  resisting 
your  Ikbal  (good  fortune). 

Dorgha. — The  Company's  Ikhal  is  such  that  before  the 
sound  of  your  drums,  sorcerers,  witphes  and  demons  take 
flight,  and  how  can  Thii^ee  stand. 

Davey  Deen  — Tbaggee  1  why  it  is  gone  ;  there  ere  not 
fifty  Aseel  Thugs,  (Thags  of  good  birth)  left  between 
the. Ganges  and  Jumna. 

Ckotee  Bra&man. — And  not  more  than  that  number  of 
all  oar  old  clans  of  Gwalior  and  Bundelcund  ;  bat  the 
Sooseeas  of  Rajpootana  have  been  antanched,  and  maoh 
is  to  be  done  about  Delhie  and  Puteeala. 

Q. — But  Nasir  and  Sahib  Khan  think  that  it  can  never 
be  suppressed  in  the  Duckun  ? 

Nasir. — 1  think  it  never  can. 

Sahib  Khan. — I  do  not  say  it  never  can.  I  say  only  that 
the  coonlry  is  very  large ;  that  in  every  one  of  the  five 
distticts  there  are  buodreds  of  Aseel  Thugs,  who  are 
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•tauDch  to  their  oath,  and  attentive  to  their  usages  ;  that 
tbe  conotry  is  every  where  intersected  by  the  jurisdiction 
of  Native  Chiefs  who  caonot  be  easily  persnaded  to  assist. 

iVofir.— Assist !  why  wbea  we  go  into  their  districts 
after  a  Ihag  we  are  every  iastant  in  danger  of  oar  lives. 
I  got  nearly  killed  with  all  the  gaaed  lately  when  close 
upon  the  heels  of  a  gang,  and  when  I  complained  to 
Captain  Keynolds,  be  told  me  that  we  mnst  consent  to 
bear  these  drnbbings  onaooonntof  the  Company,  or  I 
conld  be  of  no  nse  to  him  in  such  a  conntry  as  that ! 

Q. — ^And  you  think  that  all  these  obstacles  are  not  to 
be  overcome? 

Naair. — I  tbink  not. 

Q. — That  is,  yon  think  an  institntion  formed  by  Davey, 
the  Goddess,  cannot  be  snppressed  by  the  hand  of  man  ? 

Naair. — Certainly,  I  think  so. 

Q, — Bnt  you  think  that  no  man  is  killed  by  man's 
killing,  "  admeekevtarTUsekoeemurtanuheeif"  that  all 
who  are  strangled  are  strangled,  in  effect,  by  God. 

Nasir. — Certainly. 

Q. — Then  by  whose  killing  hare  all  the  Tbags  who 
have  been  hnng  a  Saagor  and  Jubulpore  been  killed  ? 

Netsir. — God's  of  coarse. 

Q, — You  think  that  we  conld  never  have  caught  and 
executed  them  bnt  by  the  aid  of  God. 

Nasir, — Certainly  not. 

Q. — Then  you  think  that  so  far  we  have  been  assisted 
by  God  in  what  we  have  done  1 

Naair.— -Yea. 

Q.^And  you  are  satisfied  that  we  should  not  have 
ventured  to  do  what  we  have  done  unless  we  were  assured 
that  oar  God  was  working  with  us,  or  rather  that  we  were 
the  mere  inBtromeots  in  his  hands  ? 

Aosir.— Yes,  I  ani.  ■ 
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'  Q.— Then  do  yon  not  tbiok  that  wo  may  go  on  with  the 
same  assnraoce  till  the  work  we  have  Id  hand  is  done ;  till 
in  short,  the  system  of  Thnggee  is  sappressed  I 

Nasir. — God  is  almighty. 

Q. — And  there  is  bat  one  God  ? 

Natir.^-Oae  God  above  all  Gods. 

Q.— And  if  that  God  above  all  Gods  supports  ns,  we 
shall  succeed  ? 

Nasir .— Certainly. 

Q. — Then  we  are  all  satisfied  that  be  is  assisting  ns, 
fod  therefore  hope  to  sacceed  even  in  the  Daokan  ? 

Natir. — God  only  knows? 

Sahib  Khan, — If  God  assists,  yoa  will  sncoeed  j  bat  the 
ootintry  is  large  and  favorable,  and  the  gangs  are  onmer- 
oDs  and  well  organized, 

Q.— So  was  the  coantry  we  have  already  gone  over. 
How  many  Thng  leaders  from  Sindonse  after  Mr. 
Halhed  and  Mr.  Stockwell's  attacks  came  and  settled  in 
the  Saojor  and  Nnrbndda  districts  ? 

Sheikh  /naya^— My  father  Hinga  Jemadar  and  his 
three  sons,  two  of  whom  were  hnng  at  Saagor  the  year 
before  lest,  came  to  I<ova,  a  village  between  Dhamonee 
and  Khimlassa  in  Sangor ;  iqy  younger  brother  Dhumm 
Khan  was  bom  after  my  father's  death ;  bis  mother  could 
not,  and  my  wife  nursed  bim.  We  were  joined  by 
Mooowar  Mnsnlman,  Niddee  and  Mnngoa  Brahmans* 
Lnlloo  Mid  his  sons.  Here  follow  the  names  of  sixty-one 
Tbngs  of  note  that  came  from  the  great  Sindopse  stock 
and  settled  in  diSerent  parts  of  these  territories,  and 
formed  new  gangs.* 

Q. — And  how  many  of  these  noted  Thpgs  and  the  gang* 
they  formed  are  stiU  at  large  7 

*  8h  Appendix  B. 
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Shtiih  Inayat, — Since  1  *es  taken  in  1829,  these  hare 
«]1  been  seized,  and  have  been  hang  or  transported  or  are 
DOT  in  jail.  Tiro  of  m;  brothers  have  been  hang.  My 
yonngest  is  now  here.  The  men  vbom  they  made  Tbags 
have  also  all  been  taken,  and  there  ore  onlj  five  or  six 
that  we  know  of.  There  are  Bahadur  Chabakaawnr, 
Kaseea  Kirer,  Bodhooa,  son  of  anotber  Bahadnr:  these 
^re  new  Thngs ;  bat  they  proved  themselves  good  ones. 
There  are  Kadir  and  Poosoo,  adopted  sons  of  Imamee, 
the  son  of  Miija  M osnlman.  lliese  Thngs  are  at  large 
in  the  district  of  Seonee  or  Ifarsiogpore.  We  know  of 
no  others. 

Q. — Do  yoa  not  think  that  if  «e  persevere,  we  shall  be 
able  to  do  ia  the  Dacltan  what  we  have  done  here,  and 
in  the  Dooab  ? 

/naenf  .~~No  donbt. 

Sahih  Khan. — It  will  be  a  work  of  greater  difficnlty. 
Half  or  three  quarters  of  these  gangs  were  Knboolas.  In 
the  Dacknn  thej  ere  aloiost  all  composed  eotirel;  of 
Burkaa — men  well  born,  staonch  and  able ;  above  all  the 
men  of  A  root. 

Feringaea. — And  the  Hindoo  Thogs  of  Talghat  npon 
the  Krishna  river? 

Sdkib  Khan. — 'Yes ;  tbey  are  extraordinary  men. 

Feringeta. — They  have  three  painted  lines  on  their 
foreheads  extending  up  from  a  central  point  at  the  nose. 
I  served  with  them  once  for  two  months. 

Sahib  Khan. — Yes ;  they  have  these  lines. 

Q. — Bnt  do  not  all  Hindoos  in  that  quarter  wear  the 
same  marks? 

Sahih  Khan.-~'A\\  Hindoos  pot  tiiem  on  occasioBally. 
but  they  always  wear  them.  They  and  the  Aroot  Thogs 
associate  and  act  together ;  bat  Ifaey  will  never  mix  with 
OB  of  Teliogaoa. 
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Q.— Wbat  are  (bey  caHed  ? 

Sahib  Kkan.~~We  call  Ibem  the  Talghat  meD.  Whftt 
they  call  themselves  I  IcDow  not 

Q. — Sahib  Khan  tells  me  that  the  Aroot  men  will 
not  intermarry  with  the  deacendanta  from  the  old  Delhi 
clans,  beoanse  they  think  they  were  originally  of  lower 
cast? 

Sahib  Khan. — Bnt  we  refuse  oor  daaghters  to  them 
as  they  refuse  theirs  to  as ;  and  they  are  in  error  when 
they  suppose  us  of  low  origin. 

Q. — Have  yoa  Hindoostan  men  any  funeral  ceremo- 
nies by  which  yoar  origin  can  be  learnt? 

Ituient. — No  fnneral  ceremonies ;  bnt  at  marriages  aa 
old  matron  will  sometimes  repeat,  as  she  throws  down 
the  Toohee,  "Here's  to  the  spirits  of  those  who  once 
led  bears,  and  monkeys;  to  those  who  drove  bullocks, 
and  marked  with  the  godnee;  and  those  who  made 
baskets  for  the  head." 

Q. — And  does  not  this  indicate  that  your  ancestors 
were  Khnnjurs,  itinerant  tradesmen,  wandering  with  their 
herds  and  families  about  the  country. 

Sahib  Khan.— By  no  means.  It  only  indicates  that  onr 
ancestors  after  their  captivity  at  Delhi,  were  obliged  to 
adopt  these  disguises  to  effect  their  escape.  Some  pre- 
tended to  have  dancing  bears  and  monkeys ;  some  to  bare 
herds  of  cattle,  and  to  be  wandering  Khnnjnrs,  (Gypsies) ; 
bnt  they  were  not  really  so ;  they  were  high  cast  Hnsul- 
mans. 

Z>oryAa.— Certainly.  I  have  heard  Ibis  often  from  onr 
wise  men. 

Feringeea. — Ton  may  hear  and  say  what  yon  please, 
bnt  your  funeral  and  marriage  ceremonies  indicate  that 
yonr  ancestors  were  nothing  more  than  Khnnjurs  and 
vagrants  abont  the  great  city  ! 
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Inaent. — It  ii  impOBsible  to  say  wbatbar  they  vera 
really  what  is  described  in  these  ceremoniei,  or  pretend- 
ed to  ha  so ;  that  they  perforated  these  offices  for  a  time 
is  nnqaestioDable,  bnt  I  think  they  mast  have  heea 
assDmed  as  dig  poises. 

Feringeea. — Bat  those  who  emigrated  direct  from 
Delhi  into  remote  parts  of  India,  and  did  not  rest  at 
Ag:ra,  retain  those  professions  op  to  the  present  day ;  as 
the  Holtanies? 

Sahib  Khan. — Trae;  bat  it  is  still  as  disgnises  to 
coDceal  their  real  profession  of  Thaggee. 

Feringeea, — Trae,  and  onder  the  same  guise  they 
practised  their  trade  of  Thnggee  roand  Delhi  hefore  the 
c^tivity,  and  coald  never  have  had  any  other 

Sahib, — I  pretend  not  to  know  when  they  pnt  on 
the  disguise,  bat  I  am  sure  it  was  a  disguise  ;  and  that 
they  were  never  redly  leaders  of  bears  and  monkeys. 

Q, — Have  the  Talghat  men  the  same  language  and 
osages  as  you  have  ? 

Sahiht — ^They  have  the  same  omens  and  language,  and 
observe  the  same  rules  ;  bat  we  hear  that  they  use  the 
round  instead  of  the  oblong  grave  to  bury  their  victims, 
the  same  as  the  Behar  meu.  They  call  it  the  Chukree ; 
the  Behar  men  and  others  call  it  the  Gobba. 

Q.— Yon  call  yourself  TelingaoaThogs — What  do  job 
nndetstand  by  the  term  ? 

Sahib. — The  country  extending  from  Nandair  to 
Nulgonda,  which  is  four  stages  from  Hydrabad  on  the 
road  to  Musalapatam. 

Q. — How  many  divisions  do  the  Thugs  ooaat  in  the 
Packun — that  is,  the  country  soathof  the  NorbnddaT 

Sahib. — ^There  are  five  districts — 1,  Teliogaua — % 
Berar,  extending  from  Nagpore  to  Nandair — 3,  The 
DaokoD,  extending  from  Uominabad,  which  is  fifty  cose 
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from  Hyderabad  on  the  road  to  Poona,  to  the  city  of 
PooDB— 4,  The  KarDatic,  exteodiD^  from  Satara  to 
Korpaknndole — 5,  Arcot,  extending  from  KarpalLundDle 
to  Seetaboldee  Ramesnr. 

Q.~-Aad  the  Thags  of  those  seToral  divisions  consider 
themselres  aa  distinct  Z 

Sahib. — All  distinct,  and  called  after  their  divisions  as 
Telinganies,  Area  ties,  Knrnatekies,  Dacknnees,  and 
Berariei. 

Q. — Can  you  name  the  princip^  leaders  now  at  large 
in  these  divisions  ? 

SoAti. — Yes,  all  except  those  vho  reside  in  Arcot. 
The  only  leaders  of  that  district  that  I  know  are  the  men 
already  named,  who  occasionally  go  back,  and  always 
keep  op  their  connexions  with  their  old  associates.  Here 
follow  the  names  of  all  the  principal  leaders  in  each  of  the 
fire  districts.* 

Q. — How  is  it  that  yoa  Hindostan  Thngs  kill  women 
with  less  scruple  than  the  Dacknn  Thngs  ? 

Feringeea. — To  that  we  owemncb  of  onr  misfortanes. 
It  began  with  the  murder  of  the  Kalee  Bebee. 

Q. — Who  was  the  Kalee  Bebee  ? 

Dorgha. — I  was  not  present,  bat  have  heard  that  ska 
was  on  her  way  from  Eliohpore  to  Hyderabad  with  a  gold 
chadar  or  sheet  for  the  tomb  of  Dolla  Khan  Nowab,  the 
brother  of  Snlabat  Khan  of  Hyderabad,  who  had  died  jnst 
before.  Shumshere  Khan  and  Golab  Khan'  strangled  her 
I  believe. 

Q.— When  was  this? 

I>orgha.—\i  was  I  believe  abont  four  years  be- 
fore  tiie  Sartrook  affair  in    which    we    mnrdered  the 

*  Sm  AtvwdU 
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•ixty  persons  at  Chitterkote,  among  whom  vere  some 


Q. — In  what  year  did  tbat  take  place  ? 

Dorgha. — I  do  not  know ;  but  it  was  either  the  year 
before,  or  two  years  before  the  Sargooja  expedition  in 
vhich  the  Chaleesroob  afiair  took  place  (forty  persons  at 
one  time]  where  women  vere  again  murdered. 

Q._Do  yOQ  recollect  the  year  X 

Kuhean  Stag. — The  Sorgooja  expedition  took  place 
the  year  that  Hr.  Jenkins  went  first  from  Banares  to 
Nagpore  as  Resident,  and  the  Cboleesrooh  was  one  of  the 
affairs.  He  hod  jnst  arrired  and  was  enoamped  near  the 
Seetabaidee  hill  when  onr  gang  reached  Nagpore. 

Q.— Did  any  calamity  befal  yon  after  the  narder  of  the 
Kalee  Bebee! 

Dorgha. — I  think  not. 

Q. — And  therefore  yon  continued  to  kill  them  ? 

Feringeea. — For  fi?e  years  no  misfortane  followed, 
and  they  continued  to  kill  vomen  ;  but  then  the  miBfor- 
tanes  of  my  family  began. 

Q. — ^What  relation  had  yon  there? 

Feriny«a.— My  father  Pnrasram  was  one  of  tbe  prin- 
cipal leaders,  and  the  cbadur  they  got  was  worth  about 
three  thousand  rnpees.  It  was  cut  op  and  divided,  and 
my  father  broaght  home  one  fine  slip.  But  the  fifth  year 
after  this  his  misfortnnes  began  ;  our  family  was  never 
happy ;  not  a  year  passed  without  his  losing  something,  or 
being  seized  ;  he  was  seized  every  year  some  vhere  or 
other. 

Gbasee  Snbabdar  was  another  leader,  and  he  suffered 
eimiiar  misfortnnes,  and  his  family  became    miserable. 

"ThUpug  of  ThqgiioiuthaT«  tr&Telled  aboTe  onehaadred  and  liilj 
Mllei  with  thoK  people  befon  the^  pnt  tbem  to  deatb,  and  b«caJa 
unpuy  wUh  than  slHMt  Iweln  da;*,  on  tbs  aust  friudl;  twins. 
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Jjock  at  our  ftjnilies ;  see  how  tbey  are  amubilated ; 
all  that  aarvive  are  in  prison  except  Phoolsa  aod 
Rambaksh. 

Q.-~-Aad  still  yoa  went  on  killiag  women  Id  spite  of 
your  coDTiction  that  yoar  misfortuDes  arose  from  it  ? 

Dorgha. — Tes,  it  was  oar  fate  to  do  so. 

Q. — And  yon  are  worse  than  the  Dackan  Tbogs,  for 
yoa  morder  handsome  yoaog^  women  as  well  as  the  old 
and  a^ly  ? 

Feringtea. — Not  always.  I  and  my  consin  Aman 
Sabahdar  were  with  a  gan^  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty  Thugs 
on  an  expedition  throngh  Rajpootana  aboat  thirteen  years 
ago  when  we  met  a  handmaid  of  the  Pesbwa,  Bajee  Row's, 
en  her  way  from  Poona  to  Cawnpore.  We  intended  to 
kill  her  and  her  followers,  bat  we  found  her  very  beanti- 
fnl,  and  after  baring  her  and  her  party  three  days  within 
oar  grasp,  and  knowing  that  tbey  had  a  lakh  and  a  half 
of  ropees  worth  of  property  in  jewels  and  other  things 
vith  them,  we  let  ber  and  all  her  party  go  :  we  had 
talked  to  her  and  felt  love  towards  her,  for  she  was  very 
beaatiful. 

Q.— And  how  came  yoa  to  kill  the  Moghnlanee.  She 
also  is  said  to  have  been  very  handsome  ? 

ferinjKea.— We  none  of  ni  ventared  near  ber  palan- 
keen.    The  Mnsulmans  were  the  only  men  that  approach- 
ed ber   before   the   murder.      Madar   Bnksli    approver   . 
strangled  ber. 

And  yoa  think  killing  women  has  been  one  of  the  chief 
oaasea  of  yoar  misfortanes  I 

Feringeea. — Yes. 

Q. — And  of  onr  saooess  against  yoa  ? 

Kuleetm  Sing. — Yes ;  I  and  my  gang  were  arrested 
after  the  murder  of  Newnl  Sing  and  hia  doagbten  at 
Biseynee  in  18S0. 
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'  Q.— Bat  Newol  Sin^  bad  lost  an  arm,  and  yon  befors 
told  me  that  yoa  saffered  becanse  yoa  there  infriaged  a 
good  old  rale  and  murdered  a  maimed  persoo  t 

Kuleean. — Yes ;  it  was  partly  that ;  but  was  oot  the 
great  g&ng  seized  by  Mr.  Molony  after  the  mnrder  of 
MoQsbee  Bands  Alee  and  his  wife  aad  daaghter  at  Iinckr 
oadown,  three  years  after^ 

Q.— Who  was  that  Banda  Alee.  I  have  never  beea 
able  to  discover  ? 

Kuleean. — He  was  the  Monsfaee  of  General  Doveton, 
who  commanded  at  Jhalna,  and  he  was  going  to  his  homo 
in  Hindastan  to  celebrate  ^e  marriage  of  that  daaghter. 
His  wife  aad  an  iofant  daaghter  and  six  servants,  besides 
the  eldest  daaghter,  were  all  stranj^ed. 

Q, — Was  not  this  abont  the  time  that  yon  and  your 
party  were  arrested,  Nasir,  for  not  attending  to  the  omen 
of  (he  hare  1 

Jfasir. — When  we  were  taken  before  General  Doveton 
he  was  in  Dorbar,  and  there  was  a  Afoonshee  called 
Banda  Alee  present  He  did  not  write  down  our  state- 
ments, bat  he  asked  qnestions,  and  explained  them  to  the 
General.  Rangrow  firabman.  his  Kamdar,  wrote  them 
down.  He  took  down  all  the  stages  we  bad  made,  the 
Barnes  of  our  villages,  and  coald  not  find  any  discrepan- 
cies. 

Q. — ^Who  denonneed  yon  to  the  General  !  . 

Ifanr^ — ^There  were  two  brothers  going  to  canton- 
ments with  bnllocks,  one  had  gone  on  in  advance,  and 
the  other  we  mordered.  The  man  in  advance  came  back 
for  bis  brother,  and  seeing  ns  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Thags,  and  not  finding  his  brother,  he  suspected  ns  of 
the  mnrder.  A  large  party  of  horse  and  foot  came  after 
as.  All  however  made  off  bat  eighteen  of  the  itaanchest 
and  of  most  respectable  appearance,  who  lemaioed  to 
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atop  tlia  parsDit.  We  pretended  to  have  been  going  with 
onr  friends  in  search  of  service;  and  after  a  long  exami- 
nation, Moonshee  Bands  Alee  arged  the  improbability  of 
■o  large  a  body  of  robbers  coming  so  far  to  marder  one 
poor  bnllock  drirer.  This  argnment  had  weight ;  we  were 
let  go  and  the  bollock  man  sent  abont  his  business. 

Q. — Was  this  the  same  Bunda  Alee  who  was  afterwards 
mordered,  think  yoa  ? 

Nasir. — I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  saw  him  or  heard  of 
him  after  that  time. 

Q. — How  long  ago  was  it  ? 

Natir. — Aboat  thirteen  or  foarteen  years  ago. 

Q.— Had  not  the  danghters  of  Newul  Sing  Jemadar 
prevented  the  gang  from  being  imprisoned  ? 

KuUean. — Yea.  Omrow  Sing,  Dofadar  of  Captain 
NioolsoD'a  Corps,  was  ihea  on  duty  at  Seonee.  The 
gang  had  bronght  on  this  family  from  Nagpore,  Tbey 
were  Newnt  Sing,  a  Jemadar  in  the  Nizam's  service,  who 
bad  lost  one  arm,  his  brother  Hnrbans  Sing,  his  two 
daughters,  one  thirteen  and  the  other  eleven  years  of 
Bge,  the  two  yoang  men  who  were  to  have  heen  married 
to  them  on  reaching  home,  Kaleean  Sing  and  Aman, 
the  brother  of  the  two  girls,  a  boyaboot  seven  years  of 
age,  and  foar  servants.  The  faonse  in  which  part  of  the 
gang  lodged  at  Dhoma  took  fire,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  gang  was  seized  by  the  police,  bnt  released  at  the 
urgent  request  of  Newdl  Sing  and  his  daughters,  who 
bad  become  mach  attached  to  Khimolee,  the  principal 
leader  of  the  gang,  and  some  of  the  others.  Omrow  Sing 
Dufadar  was  a  relation  of  Newul  Sing,  and  he  assisted  in 
getting  them  released  as  he  can  now  tell  yon.  Had  the 
gang  been  then  imprisoned  and  searched  we  mast  have 
been  discovered,  as  they  had  with  them  two  bags  of  silk 
taken  from  three  carriers  on  their  way  from  Nagpore  to 
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Jabalpore,  whom  ve  had  mnrdered  in  the  great  temple 
at  Kamtee,  where  the  oautonments  now  itand. 

On  reaching  Jabulpore  part  of  the.  gang  went  on. 
Adhartal  and  the  reit  lodged  in  the  town  with  Newal 
Sing  and  his  family.  The  merchaota  at  Nagpore  6nding 
that  their  men  with  the  silk  bad  not  reached  Jnbnipore, 
and  heariDg  of  our  gang  baring  passed,  sent  to  their  oot' 
respoadeots  at  Jubnlpore,  who  got  the  Cotwal  to  search 
those  who  were  lodged  With  Newal  Sing.  Hearing  of 
the  approach  of  the  police,  Kbimalee  again  availed  bim* 
self  of  the  attachment  of  Newal  Sing  and  bis  daoghterst 
and  the  girls  were  made  to  ait  each  upon  one  of  the  two 
bi^s  of  silk  while  the  police  searched  the  place.  Nothing 
was  found,  uid  the  nest  da;  the;  set  out  and  passed  na 
at  Adbarta),  and  five  days  after  this  they  were  all 
strangled  at  Biseynee.* 

Q. — How  did  you  not  preserve  the  infant  dangbter  of 
Banda  Alee  Moonriiee  for  adoption  t 

Ckutter. — Ghobboo  Khan  strangled  the  uother  while 
her  infant  was  in  her  anus,  and  be  detarnined  to  keep 
and  adopt  the  child ;  bat  afler  the  bodies  had  all  been  pat 
into  the  grave,  Dhnnoee  Khao  arged  him  to  kill  the 
child  also,  or  we  should  be  seised  on  oroaaiDg  the  Nar- 
badda  valley.  He  threw  the  child  living  in  upon  th« 
dead  bodies,  and  the  grave  was  Mled  up  over  it, 

Q.— And  the  diild  was  buried  alive! 


*  Thii  fan%  ■ecompanied  Newnl  Sioit  and  h[|  runilj  from  ne&r  Nftj{- 
l^ore  tbroagh  Saooee  ud  Jntatpore  to  BiwriiM,  a  dlManco  of  more  ilua 
two  hudr«d  nilei,  sod  were  nltb  tbcni  tboat  twinti  d«j«  on  the  mtai 
Intinala  tenu,  bafora  they  put  them  mil  to  death.  The  cironmetuse  of 
Newal  Sing'i  having  lul  an  ann  made  tbem  hesitate,  and  od«  g«DE 
aeparated  from  the  main  hodj  berore  Ihey  reached  Seonee  rather  thaa 
k  prewtit  at  bit  murder ;  and  there  veemed  do  chiace  o[  tbeir  baiag  abM 
lo  aeparmte  him  from  the  rett. 
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Ckutler. — Tfls.  My  brother  Ddpatand  I  were  then 
mere  childreo;  \i;e  were  seized  in  oeasing  tbeNurbadda 
valley  and  never  after  released ;  he  is  now  dead,  and  I 
am  the  only  surviving  son  of  Ghasee  Snbohdar. 

Q. — How  was  that  affair  managed  i 

Chutter. — We  fell  in  with  the  Moonshee  and  his  family 
at  Chapara,  between  Nagpore  and  Jabnlpore ;  and  they 
came  on  with  as  to  Lncknadown,  where  we  fonnd  that 
some  Companies  of  a  Native  Regiment  under  European 
officers,  were  expected  the  next  morning.  It  was  deter- 
mined to  pat  them  all  to  death  that  evening,  as  the 
Moonshee  seemed  likely  to  keep  with  the  Companies. 
Onr  eDcampmeot  was  near  the  village,  and  the  Moon- 
shee's  tent  was  pitched  close  to  as.  lo  the  afternoon 
some  of  the  Officers'  tents  came  on  in  advance,  and  were 
pitched  on  the  other  side,  leaving  us  between  tbem  and 
the  village.  The  Kholasies  were  all  busily  occupied  in 
pitching  them,  Noor  Khan  and  his  son  Sadee  Kban 
and  a  few  others,  went  as  soon  as  it  became  dark  to  the 
Hoonshee's  tent,  and  began  to  sing  and  play  upon  a 
Siter,  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do.  During 
tiiis  time  some  of  them  took  np  the  Moonshee's  sword  on 
pretence  of  wishing  to  look  at  it.  His  wife  and  children 
were  inside  listening  to  the  music.  The  Jhirnee,  or  signal, 
was  given,  but  at  this  moment  the  Moonshee  saw  hia 
danger,  called  out  mnrder,  and  attempted  to  rush  through, 
bnt  was  seized  and  strangled.  His  wife  hearing  him,  ran 
out  with  the  infant  in  her  arms,  but  was  seized  by  Ghubboo 
Khan,  who  strangled  her  and  took  the  infant.  The  other 
daughter  was  strangled  in  the  tent.  The  Saeses  (Grooms) 
were  at  the  time  cleaning  their  horses,  and  one  of  them 
seeing  his  danger,  ran  under  the  belly  of  bis  horse,  and 
oalled  ont  mnrder  ;  but  he  was  soon  seized  and  strangled 
«•  well  as  all  the  rest. 
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Q.^-How  did  not  the  Khelaaiea  snd  others  who  were 
pitching  ^e  tent  close  by  hear  these  calls  for  help  ? 

Chutter. — Asaoonaa  the  signal  was  given,  those  of  the 
gang  who  were  idle  began  to  play  and  sing  as  load  as  they 
oonld  ;  and  two  vioions  horses  were  let  loose  and  many 
ran  after  them  calling  out  as  load  as  they  conid  j  so  that 
the  calls  of  the  Moonshee  and  his  party  w^e  drowned. 

Q. — Do  you  Behar  Thugs  ever  mnrder  women  ? 

Moradun. — Never ;  we  should  not  mnrder  a  woman  if 
she  had  a  lakh  of  rupees  upon  her. 

Davey  detn. — Nor  would  the  Dooab  Tfaags  if  she  had 
two  lakhs  upon  her. 

Gi^taul.—We  have  never  been  guilty  of  so  great  a 
crime  in  the  Dooab  or  any  part  east  of  the  Ganges  and 
Jumna  where  I  have  been  employed  ? 

Q. — But  you  Bandelcund  men  murdered  abnndanoe. 

Zoljitiar. — Yes,  and  was  not  the  greater  part  of 
li'eriDgeea's  and  my  gang  s^zed  after  we  had  mardered 
the  two  women  and  little  girl  at  Manora  in  1830  near 
Sanger?  And  were  we  not  ourselves  both  smed  soon 
after  t  How  conld  we  survive  things  like  that :  oar  anoes- 
iors  never  did  sncb  things. 

Feringeea. — We  had  no  sooner  bnried  thor  bodies  than 
I  heard  the  chireya,  and  on  leaving  the  groand  we  saw 
the  loharhurheya :  these  were  signs  that  Davey  was 
displeased,  and  we  gave  onrselvea  np  for  lost. 

Q. — But  some  of  the  Dooab  Tfanga  have  murdered 
women  in  yonr  expeditions  on  this  side  of  the  Jamna  ? 

Davey  detn. — That  was  while  they  were  in  company 
with  the  fiundelcand  and  Saugor  men. 

Qopanh — On  the  other  side  of  the  Jumna  and  Ganges 
we  never  have  done  so. 

J^kikka. — How  conld  we  do  so  ?  we  do  not  even  mnrder 
a  person  that  has  a  cow  with  him. 
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Q.-v-Had  not  the  foarteen  persona  murdered  atKotree 
a  COT  witb  tbem,  and  wera  thero  not  womeo  id  the 
party,  luiil  all  killed  ? 

Chotte.—We  were  almost  all  Gwalior  and  Bandeloand 
and  Sanffor  men  in  that  gang,  but  we  persuaded  the  parly 
to  sell  us  the  oow  at  Shabpore ;  and  we  gB?e  it  to  a 
Brabmao  at  that  place,  and  two  or  three  days  after  they 
-were  all  strangled  at  Kotree  in  Huttab.  I  pointed  ont  the 
grave  to  Captain  Crawford,  and  he  took  op  the  bodieR. 

Q. — And  you  could  not  have  strangled  them  if  they 
had  not  parted  with  Ute  cow  ? 

Chotte. — Certainly  not ;  nor  could  we  have  made  tbem 
part  with  her  had  we  oot  pretended  that  we  had  vowed  to 
make  sach  an  offering  at  Shafapore,  and  were  very  maoh 
in  want  of  her. 

Zo^ukar. — Dorghaand  Feringeea  have  been  confoaad- 
iag  cases ;  I  have  heard  of  the  Kalee  Bebee  it  is  true,  but 
1  waa  not  at  her  murder  ;  and  yet  I  was  at  (he  taking  of 
tke  sheets  inteitdad  for  the  Nowab's  tomb.  Peer  Mahom< 
Bad  was  there,  so  alio  was  Ksdir,  then  a  boy  ;  and  1 
have  heard  that  he  has  still  in  bis  family  one  of  the  slips 
that  fell  to  the  share  of  his  adopted  father,  Uie  great 
Dhnram  Khan. 

Feringnm. — Bat  was  not  my  father  Porosram  in  that 
affair  ? 

Zolfuiar.'^'ISe  was,  and  so  was  Gbaaee  Snbahdar,  bat 
■o  Kalee  Bebee  was  killed  in  that  afihir.  There  were  only 
three  persons,  and  they  were  men.  We  got  two  »heet«, 
one  green  and  the  other  red. 

Kadir. — I  was  a  little  boy  and  t^t  was  my  first  ex- 
pedition, aad  t  was  mounted  npoa  a  pony.  The  piece  of 
the  cbader  we  gave  to  a  priest,  and  it  waa  taken  and 
lodged  in  the  Saagor  Molkhana,  and  afterwards  pot  op  to 
auction  I  believe. 
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Zolfuiar. — The  two  ohBderi  were  iflnt  by  Nowab 
Salabnt  Khio,  the  Blicbpore  Nowab,  for  the  tomb  of  his 
brother  Bohlole  Khan,  wbo  bed  died  «t  Hyderebwl. 
Lalman  MQanlman,  aad  Khaadee  and  his  brother  Nnndnn 
Brahmans,  mnst, know  all  aboat  the  KaleeBebee;  they 
are  very  old  men. 

KAandae  and  \undan,  brother!  and  BrahmaaB,  one 
83 and  the  other  65  years  of  age,  beiD(f  aentfor,  deny  hav- 
iag  been  present  at  the  murder,  but  lay  they  ksew  of  it, 
and  of  the  dire  effects  of  it  to  the  Hag  fraternity. 

Lainun. — Being  sent  for,  age  90.  I  reaenber  tha 
varder  of  the  Kalee  Bebee  well ;  I  was  at  the  time  on  aa 
expedition  to  Barodah,  aad  sot  present,  bat  Panna  mint 
have  been  there.  A  dispate  aroce  bet«e«o  the  Hasnl< 
mans  and  the  Hindoos  before  and  after  the  mardcr.  The 
Masalmans  insisted  npoa  kitliog  her,  at  she  had 
four  thousand  rapees  worth  of  pcoperty  with  her :  the 
Hindoos  woald  not  agree,  ^e  was  killed,  and  the 
Biodoos  refused  to  take  any  part  of  the  booty  :  they  came 
to  blows,  bat  at  bst  the  Hiadoas  gsrc  ia,  and  oonsented 
to  share  in  all  hat  the  olotbee  and  ornaments  wfaioh  the 
women  wore.  Feringeea's  fatbes',  Purnsram  Brahmao, 
was  there;  so  was  Ghasee  Sabahdar,  a  Rajpoot ;  so  wat 
Huannt  Brahnaa.  When  thejr  came  hoske  to  Marnae, 
Bae  Sing.  Paraaraii's  brother,  refused  to  eat,  drink  oi 
anoke  with  his  brother  till  he  had  porged  bimielf  from 
this  great  sin  ;  and  be,  BiMmat,  and  Gbaaee  gave  afeasi 
that  Qoat  them  a  thousand  rupees  eanh.  Font  or  five 
thousand  Brahmaas  were  assembled  at  that  feast.  Had 
it  rested  here,  we  shonid  bare  thrived  ;  bnt  in  the  aOkir 
of  the  sixty,  womcra  were  again  murdered ;  in  the  affair 
eC  the  forty,  several  women  were  murdered  ;  the  Musul- 
■ans  were  too  strong  for  the  Hindoos ;  and  from  that 
time  we  may  trace  our  decline. 
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Q. — Bat  yon  are  a  MasDlman  l 

£a/mun.— True :  bat  onr  family  had  bees  settled  far 
tvo  generations  with  that  of  Rae  Sing;  and  Pornsram  at 
Hnrnae :  and  had  adopted  their  notions  on  all  points  of 
Thaggee.  We  bad  been  first  initiated  by  them,  onr  family 
not  being  of  tbePelhi  clans— ^see  Table  7).  Baannlee 
mast  bavebeen  present  at  the  Kalee  Bebee'a  marder, 

BuauHtee. — No ;  bat  my  brother  Pnnna  was. 

Panna — Being  sent  for,  states— 1  was  present.  She 
was  comingfrom  Hyderabad,  and  was  carried  in  a  doolyi 
tad  had  twelve  followers.  She  had  foar  tboasand  rapees 
worth  of  property.  The  Mnsalmans  insisted  apon  killing 
her;  the  Hindoos  opposed.  She  was  killed  with  all  her  fol- 
lowers, and  the  Hindoos,  after  a  desperate  quarrel,  con- 
sented to  share  in  all  bnt  ber  clothes  and  ornaments. 
Madaree,  who  died  last  year  in  the  Sangor  Jul,  was  the 
man  who  strangled  ber.  On  going  borne  Porasram, 
Ghasee,  and  Himmat  were  obliged  to  give  a  feast,  and 
deprecate  the  wrath  of  Davey  by  a  great  ded  of  Poojah. 
Five  thousand  Brahmans  assembled  at  that  feast,  and 
all  was  well ;  bat  the  Sntrooh  followed,  and  after  that  the 
Chaleearoob.  In  both  these  aSairs  the  Hindoos  consented 
to  share,  but  they  were  sadly  punished.  Himmnt,  after 
ttie  Snrgooja  affair,  got  worms  in  his  body,  and  died  bark- 
ing like  a  dog.  Kosnl  died  a  miserable  death  at  Nodha. 
One  of  his  sons  bas  been  transported  from  Saugor, 
and  the  other  died  in  the  jail.  His  family  is  extinct. 
Look  at  Parnsram's  family ;  all  gone !  (No.  1.)  And 
Ghasee  Subabdar's  also  1 

Q Did  not  the  Hindoos  assist  in  strangling  the  wo- 
men in  the  Satrooh  (60)  and  Chaleesrooh  (40)  affairs? 

Panna. — God  forbid.  They  sinned  enough  In  con- 
senting  to  share  in  the  booty,  bnt  they  never  assisted 
in  the  marder. 
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Q. — How  did  Feringeea  get  his  aame  ? 
Lalman.— General  Perron  conid  not  make  bis  uncle 
Bae  Sing  pay  eighteen  tboasand  topees  arrears  dne 
on  aoconnt  of  his  turn  of  the  castonu,  and  sent  a  Re- 
gimeat  noder  Blake  Sahib  to  seize  him.  The  village 
was  assanlted  and  bamt ;  and  in  her  flight  Pnrnsram's 
vife  gaye  birth  to  Feringeea,  and  he  got  his  name  from 
that  event — Feringeea,  from  the  attack  of  the  Feringies. 

Q. — And  yon  think  thatmnch  of  yoor  misfortunes  have 
arisen  from  the  mnrder  of  women  ? 

Zo/mtm.— We  all  knew  that  they  woald  come  apon  na 
some  day  for  this  and  other  great  sios.  We  were  often 
admonished  but  we  did  not  take  warning,  and  we  deserve 
onr  fates. 

©.—What — for  committing  mnrder  ? 

LalmuH. — No,  bat  for  mnrdering  women,  and  those 
classes  of  people  whom  oar  ancestors  never   murdered. 

Qf — They  tell  me  that  yon  were  the  best  Belha 
(chooser  of  the  place  for  mnrder)  in  your  day.  Was 
it  so? 

Zo/mun.— I  was  thongfat  a  good  one  in  my  day,  hnt  I 
*iim  now  very  old,  and  blind.  I  was  a  man  when  even 
Khandee  and  Nnnden  were  children ! 
.  Dorgha. — I  got  a  bay  pony  from  the  Kalee  Bebee's 
affair.  My  brother  Fonga,  who  died  lately  in  the  Sanger 
jail,  and  my  father  Khyroo,  were  there. 

Q. — Are  yon  never  afraid  of  the  spirits  of  the  persons 
yon  mnrder  ? 

JWosir. — Never ;  they  cannot  Ironble  ns. 

Q, — Why  ?  Do  they  not  trouble  other  men  when  they 
commit  mnrder  2 

Nanr. — Of  course  they  do.  The  man  who  commits  a 
murder  ia  always  haunted  by  spirits.  He  has  sometimes 
fifty  at  a  time  apon  him,  and  they  drive  him  mad. 
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Q.^\ud  how  do  Ibey  not  troable  yoa  ? 

Aasir.-— Are  not  the  people  we  kill  killed  by  the  orders 
of  Daveif  ? 

fu/Mon.— Yes,  it  is  by  the  btesaing  of  Davty  that  we 
eaoape  that  evil. 

Dorghm. — Oo  not  all  whom  we  kill  go  to  Paradiis,  and 
whjF  should  their  spirita  stay  to  trouble  us  X 

Inatnt. — A  good  deal  of  our  security  from  spi- 
rits is  to  be  attributed  to  the  roomal  with  which  we 
strangle. 

Q.^l  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  virtue  in  the 
roomal. 

Jnaent. — Is  it  not  onr  aikka,  (ensign)  as  the  pickaxa 
is  oar  nisban  (standard). 

Feringeea. — More  is  attribntable  to  the  pickaxe.  Do 
we  not  wotship  it  every  leventb  day?  Is  it  not  oar 
standard  ?  Is  its  sonndever  heard  when  digging  the  grave 
by  any  but  a  Thag?  Aad  can  any  man  even  swear  to  a 
falsehood  apon  it? 

Q.— And  no  other  iBstrnfflont  wonld  answer,  yon  think, 
for  making  the  graves  ? 

Na$ir.—-ilaw  conid  we  dig  graves  with  any  other  io- 
Btrnments.  This  is  the  one  appointed  by  Davey,  and  con- 
secrated, and  we  should  never  have  sarvived  the  attempt 
to  nse  any  other. 

Ftringeea. — No  man  bat  a  Thag  who  has  been  a 
straogler,  and  ia  reaiarkahle  Ibr  his  cleanliness  and 
decorum  is  permitted  to  carry  it. 

Q.— And  there  is  no  inatance  of  a  Thng  being  troubled 
by  a  spirit-! 

AIL — None.     No  Thug  was  ever  so  ttoabled. 

Q,. — What  became  of  Khimmolee  to  whom  Newul 
Sing  and  his  dangbters  were  so  mnch  attached  I 

KvUtan, — He  died  in  the  Jubulpore  jail. 
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Q. — ^Wfaat  faecame  of  Ghabboo  Khan  who  strangled 
the  Mooosbee's  wife? 

CAutter.— He  also  died  in  the  Jobulpore  jail. 

Q, — What  became  of  Hoot  Khan  and  his  son  Sadee? 

Chutter.^-JHoor  Khan  died  in  the  HatUh  jail,  and  his 
son  Sadee  was  lately  transported  from  JnbDlpore, 

Q. — Where  yon  not  once  arrested  with  a  la^e  gang  at 
Kotah  ? 

Feringtta- — Yes;  we  bad  mnrdered  four  men  with 
handles  of  clothes  at  Knnvas,  going  from  Ashta  to 
Kotah ;  and  fonr  days  after  we  kilted  the  nephew  of  /es- 
wont  Raw  Lar,  and  his  fonr  servants,  whose  bodies  were 
taken  ap  last  year.  Twenty-eight  of  the  gang  were 
arrested ;  bat  the  next  day  they  had  their  faces  blacken- 
ed, and  were  released.  I  had  fledi  leaving  my  clothes 
behind,  and  after  the  release  of  the  gang  they  discovered 
in  my  clothes  the  hilt  of  the  young  chief's  sword,  with 
bis  name  written  ander  it,  Bnd  some  of  the  cloth.  In 
trying  to  overtake  ds  they  fell  in  with  Bhimmee  and 
Hnrnagar  and  their  gangs,  and  arrested  forty,  who  were 
confined  for  fonr  years,  and  released  tite  year  that  the 
JjDcknadowD  gang  was  arrested  by  Mr.  Molony,*  (1833.) 

Q. — Where  did  yon  go  \ 

Feringtta. — Ashraf  Khan,  Sabahdar  Major  of  Colonel 
Ridge's  Regiment  of  Cavalry  (4th  Cavalry),  was  at  Ko- 
tab,  on  his  way  home  sick,  the  day  we  were  released,  and 
we  followed  him  np  and  killed  him  and  all  bis  party. 

Q. — Had  he  not  been  woanded  and  beoome  an  impro- 
per person  to  be  killed  ? 

Feringtea. — I  did  not  go  near  enoagh  to  him  to  see. 
He  was  sick  and  carried  in  his  palankeen ;  and  my  party 

*  Thii  if  K  miitake  of  Feritgtia'i — it  wu  (he  r^v  tl^t  thB  gwig  of 
B«g  Kban  na*  amsWd  bj  Mtijot  Wuilloff— commuted  by  Mr.  Fnier, 
Md  liiwl  by  Hr.  Wilder,  tSM.— See  Appeodis  K. 
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faaving  been  arrested  and  had  their  faces  blackened,  we 
conid  not  take  any  part  in  the  murder.  AVe  got  a  share 
of  the  booty,  however. 

Q. — A  nd  why  did  they  release  Hnrnagar  and  his  parly  ? 

Feringeea. — ^They  thonght  it  too  expensive  to  feed 
tbem  every  dsy. 

Of — What  is  commonly  the  proportion  of  Mnsnlmans 
to  Hindoos  ? 

Feringeea. — In  Onde  nine-tenths  are  Masnimans.  In 
the  Dooab  foar-fifths  were  Hindoos.  Sonth  of  the 
Nurbadda  three-fourths  Mosnimaos.  loBuadlecnndand 
Sanger  one-half  were  Mnsnimans.  In  Rajpootana  one- 
fourth  MusnlmanB.  In  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orissa  abont 
half  «nd  half.  This  is  a  roagh  guess,  since  we  have  no 
rnle  to  prescribe  or  ascertain  them. 

Q. — Are  tiie  osages  of  the  River  TliDgB  the  same  as 
yoors  ? 

Moradun, — In  worship  the  same.  They  strangle  in 
boats  and  throw  the  bodies  into  the  river.  If  tbey  see 
blood,  they  most  go  back  and  open  the  expedition  anew. 
They  give  the  Jhimte  by  first  striking  on  the  deck  of  the 
boat  three  times,  when  the  man  appointed  to  give  it  sees 
all  clear. 

Q. — Have  the  River  Tbogs  the  same  Ramasee  (dia< 
lect)  as  yott  I 

Imam  Buiak,  of  Rastnr  in  Ghazeepoor.-— No,  totally 
different.  They  neither  understand  onr  Ramasee  nor  do 
ve  theirs.  Tbey  call  a  straogler  Charnd,  and  a  Beetoo, 
or  traveller  Khan,  meaning  tiieir  food ;  as  we  call  him 
.oar  Bnnij,  or  merchandise.  When  they  give  their 
Jkimee  they  say  "pawn  law,"  bring  pann. 

Q, — Where  do  the  River  Thugs  reside  chiefly  ? 

Imam  Buish. — They  formerly,  as  I  have  heard  my 
father  and  other  .old  meii  say,  coostitoted  the  exclasive 
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population  of  some  villages,  till  a  Gnrdee  (inroad)  was 
made  npon  them,  and  their  Tillag;es  vere  palled  down 
about  their  ears. 

Q.. — ^Wfaat  was  the  canse  of  this  1 

Imam  Buith. — Thejr  never  kill  women,  and  there  was 
a  party  of  five  travellers,  fonr  men  and  one  women,  who 
vantfld  to  pass  across  the  river  with  them  at  Rajmahal. 
They  contrived  to  leave  the  woman  behind,  and  this  led 
to  the  discovery  of  the  murder  of  the  men.  From  that 
lime  they  have  been  scattered  over  the  district  of 
Burdwan,  and  now  they  live  in  villages  occupied  by 
other  people — fonr  or  five  families  of  them  in  a  village. 

They  go  in  considerable  parties,  and  have  generally  se- 
veral boats  at  the  ghat  at  the  same  time.  The  ghats  most 
frequented  by  them  are  those  of  Kohelganm,  Rajmahal, 
Moremakaea,  an  invalid  station,  and  Monghyr  ;  bnt  they 
go  on  so  far  as  Cawnpore,  and  even  Furruckabad,  Their 
murders  are  always  perpetrated  in  the  day  time.  Those 
who  do  the  work  of  the  boatmen  are  dressed  like  other  boat 
men  ;  but  those  who  are  to  take  a  part  in  the  operations, 
are  dressed  like  travellers  of  great  respectability  ;  and 
there  are  no  boats  on  the  river  kept  so  clean,  and  inviting 
for  travellers.  When  going  np  the  river  they  always 
pretend  to  be  men  o£  some  consideration  going  on  pilgri- 
mage to  some  sacred  place,  as  Banares,  Allahabad,  Sec. 
When  going  down  they  pretend  to  he  retaming  home 
from  sQch  places.  They  send  out  their  Sothas,  or  inveig- 
lera,  well  dressed  upon  the  high  roads,  who  pretend  to  be 
going  by  water  to  the  same  places  as  the  travellers  they 
fall  in  with.  On  coming  to  the  ghat  they  see  these  nice 
looking  boats  with  the  respectably  dressed  Thags  amns- 
ing  themselves.  Tbey  ask  the  Manjee  (captain)  of  the 
boat  to  take  them  and  the  travellers  on  board,  as  he  can 
afford  to  do  so  cheaper  than  others,  having  apparently 
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bis  boat  already  engaged  by  otbers.  He  pretends  to  bo 
paahed  for  room,  and  ths  Tbn^  pretend  to  be  aawillin^ 
to  have  aoy  more  paaaengers  on  board.  At  last  he  yieldi 
to  the  earnest  reqt^ests  of  Ibeir  inreiglers,  and  the  travel- 
lers are  taken  ap.  They  go  off  into  the  middle  of  the 
river,  those  above  sio^ng  and  playing  and  making  a  great 
noise,  vbile  the  travellers  are  msrdered  inside  at  the 
signal  given  by  three  taps,  that  all  is  clear,  and  their 
bodies  are  thrown  into  the  river.  Tbe  boat  then  goes  on 
to  some  other  ghat,  having  landed  their  inveiglers  again 
npoa  the  roads. 

Q,_How  many  of  these  river  Tbngs  do  yon  soppose 
there  are  ? 

Jmam  Butsh. — I  have  never  served  with  them  bat 
ODce,  and  cannot  say ;  perhaps  from  two  handred  to  twe 
bnndred  and  fifty. 

Q.— Have  yon  ever  served  with  the  Hotbeeas  ? 

JmamBuiih.—l  have.  They  are  from  aclasa  of  weavers 
or  Tantooas ;  Uieir  Ramasee  or  dialect  is  the  same  as  ours  ; 
they  are  called  Hotbeeas  by  their  associate  Thngg,  but  by 
other  people  tbey  are  known  only  as  Tantooas.  1  have 
however  seen  very  little  of  them ;  others  here  know  more 
than  I  do  abont  tbem;  ask  Bukhtawnr. 

Q.— Have  yon  seen  the  Lodabas  Z 

Inucm  BwibsA.— Yes ;  tbey  are  descended  from  tbe  same 
common  stock  as  oarsetves,  and  are  Jnmaldebees,  and 
Hosnlmans.  Tbeir  dialect  and  usages  are  all  the  same 
as  ODFs,  bat  they  rarely  make  Thnga  of  any  men  but  the 
members  of  their  own  families.  They  marry  into  other 
families  who  do  not  know  them  to  be  Tbnga,  bnt  their 
wives  never  know  tbeir  secrets,  and  can  tberefore  never 
divulge  them.  No  prospect  of  booty  coald  ever  indoce 
them,  or  any  of  the  Bengal  or  Bebac  Tfangs  to  kill  a 
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Q.^ Where  do  they  chiefly  reside '. 

Jmom'  Bukth. — They  occupy  Bome  Tillages  north  east 
of  DorbsDgB  on  the  Nepaal  frootier.  They  emigrated 
from  Oode  when  aeaoyed  on  some  occasioo  some  genera 
tions  ago ;  part  of  the  emigrants  remained  in  the  Gornck- 
pore  district,  and  hare  spread  to  that  of  Cbnpra.  They 
bare  every  where  followed  the  same  trade  of  Thuggee  j 
and,  as  in  other  parts,  all  ander  the  auspices  of  Davey, 
It  was  about  five  generations  ago  that  this  emigration 
from  Oude  took  place.  The  Lodahas  extend  their  ex- 
peditions from  the  city  of  Patna  along  all  the  roads  lead- 
ing tfarongb  Dinajpore,  Rangpore,  Titaleea,  Dnrbbnnga, 
Poruneea,  Dibeea,  Xathpore,  and  np  to  the  banks  of  the 
Bnrhampootre,  bat  I  never  served  with  tbem  daring 
more  than  one  ezpediUon.  Bnkhtawor  knows  more  about 
them  than  I  do.  They  cannot  speak  the  language  of  the 
western  provinces,  and  in  consequence  never  go  -  west  of 
the  city  of  Patoa. 

Q. — What  castes  are  yon  forbidden  to  kill  ? 

JaMun  JSuitfi.— We  sever  kill  any  of  the  following 
classes : 

Dhobiei  or  Washermen. 

Bh^tt  or  Bards. 

Siks  are  never  killed  in  Bengal. 

JianuktaheeB. 

Madam  Fokeers. 

Dancing  men  or  boys.' 

Musicians  by  profession. 

Bkunyiet  or  sweepers. 

TtylUa,  oil  venders. 

Lohart  and  Burkeyt,  Blacksmiths  and  carpenters, 
irhen  found  together. 

Maimed  and  leprous  persons. 

A  man  with  a  cow. 
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Surhumchariet, 

KawruttUe,  or  Gan^a  water  carriers,  vbile  ihsy  bave 
the  Ganges  water  actually  with  them.  If  their  pots  be 
empty,  they  are  not  exempted. 

Buktawur  beiog  sent  for— 

Q. — YoD  are  said  to  have  oooasionally  gone  with  the 
River  Thags ;  what  do  yon  call  them  ? 

Buihtawur. — We  call  them  Pungoos.  On  one  occa- 
aion  only  have  I  ever  serred  with  them. 

Q. — What  was  the  said  ocoasioD  ? 

Buihtawur. — Aboat  fonrteen  years  ago  I  had  been 
on  an  expedition  from  Chopra  to  Moorshedabad.  We 
were  twenty  two  Thugs,  under  Sewbans  Jemadar,  who 
was  a  Rajpoot.  Two  of  our  gang,  Khoda  Baksh  and 
Alee  Yar,  had  often  served  with  the  river  Thngs,  and 
Qsed  to  interest  us  by  talking  about  their  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding. Onthe  other  side  of  Bajmahul  we  fell  in  with  two 
of  these  Thugg.  They  had  two  bundles  of  clothes,  and 
pretended  to  be  going  on  a  pilgrimage  and  had  with 
them  five  travellers,  whom  they  had  picked  up  on  the 
road.  Sewbans  recognized  them  immediately,  and  Alee 
Yar  and  Kboda  Buksh  found  in  them  old  aoqaaintancea. 
They  got  into  conversation  with  them,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  Sewbax,  I,  and  Dhorda  Kormee  should  go  with 
them,  and  see  how  they  did  their  work,  while  the  rest  of 
the  gang  went  on  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  We 
embarked  at  Riymabal.  The  travellers  sat  on  one 
side  of  the  boat  and  the  Thugs  on  the  other,  while  we 
were  all  three  placed  in  the  stern,  the  Thugs  on  oar  left 
and  the  travellers  on  oar  right.  Some  of  the  Thugs 
dressed  as  boatmen  were  above  deck,  and  others  walking 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  pulling  Ibe  boat  by  the 
gnoo,  or  rope ;  and  all  at  the  same  time  on  the  look  out. 
We  came  np  with  a  gentlemaD'a  pinnace  and  two  baggsga 
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boats,  and  were  obliged  to  stop  and  let  them  get  on. 
Tbe  travellers  seemed  anxioas,  and  were  quieted  by 
beiDg  told  that  the  men  at  the  rope  were  tired,  and  mast 
take  some  refreshment.  Tbey  pnlled  ont  something  and 
began  to  eat ;  and  when  the  pinnace  had  got  on  a  good 
way  they  resumed  their  work,  and  onr  boat  proceeded. 
It  waa  now  afternoon,  and  when  a  signal  was  given  above 
that  all  was  clear,  the  five  Tbngs  who  sat  opposite  the 
travellers,  sprnng  in  npon  them  and  with  the  aid  of  others 
strangled  them.  They  pnt  the  roomal  ronnd  the  neck 
from  the  front,  while  all  other  Thogs  put  it  ronnd  from 
behind;  they  thns  push  them  back,  while  we  pnah  them 
forward.  Having  strangled  tbe  five  men,  they  broke 
their  spinal  bones,  and  pounded  their  private  parts ;  and 
then  threw  them  ont  of  a  bole  made  at  the  side  into  the 
river;  and  kept  on  their  coarse,  the  boat  being  alt  this 
time  palled  along  by  the  men  on  the  bank. 

The  booty  amofinted  to  ahont  two  hnndred  rupees.  We 
daimed  and  got  a  share  for  all  onr  party ;  and  Sewbuns 
declared  that  we  were  twenty-nine,  white  we  were  really 
only  twenty-three,  and  got  a  share  for  that  ntunber ;  be 
cheated  them  ont  of  the  share  of  sis  men. 

We  landed  tbat  night  and  rejoined  oar  gang,  and 
vperated  upon  tbe  roads  leading  along  the  river  Ganges 
till  we  got  to  the  Mormnkaeea  gbat  where  there  is  an 
invalid  station — about  font  cose  the  other  side  of  Bar. 
Here  we  felt  in  with  the  same  party  of  Pungoos,  or  river 
Thngs,  who  had  three  travellers  with  them.  I  did  not 
join  them  this  time,  bat  Sewbnns  with  two  other  mem- 
bers of  onr  gang  went  on  board,  and  saw  them  strangled. 
What  share  he  got  I  do  not  know. 
Q.— Where  do  they  reside  ? 

Buihtawur. — They  reside  ahont  Beerbhoom,  Bancoora, 
Kaloa-Kntooa,  Sewree  wid  other  places  in  the  district  of 
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Bardwan,  which  ia  a  rery  large  districL  Knlna  and 
Katooaare  two  distinct  towns  on  the  Bfaageerottee  river, 
half  way  from  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad,  thoagb  we 
always  join  their  oame*  together  to  apeaking  of  the  place. 
Thugs  do  not  Jive  in  these  or  any  other  towns,  as  they  are 
there  always  liable  to  be  a  good  deal  annoyed  by  police 
qaestions,  bat  in  small  Tillages  aroand  about  them. 

Q, — What  do  yoa  call  police  qaestions ! 

Bukhtavmr. — Questioua  about  who's  oome— who's  gone 
—-who's  born— who's  died —what's  yoar  occupation— 
whence  yoar  income,  and  so  forth.  These  qnestioos 
annoy  Thugs  a  good  deal,  and  oblige  them  to  share  their 
incomes  with  the  police  men  as  well  as  with  the  Znmeea 
dars. 

Q. — What's  yonr  age  ? 

Sukktanmr. — Between  sixty  and  seventy. 

Q. — Was  yonr  father  a  Thng? 

Bukktawur. — No — I  am  the  first  of  my  family,  but 
Imam  Bukeh  is  an  hereditary  Jnmaldehee  Thug.  I  was 
taught  the  trade  by  Maniokrae  Rajpoot,  a  Jemadar  of 
Thags.  Both  he  and  his  son  Kishaa  are  now  dead. 
Maoickrae  had  lived  with  several  families  of  Thugs  in 
the  village  of  Seesooa  in  fieteea,  bat  a  native  collector 
came  and  gave  them  a  good  deal  of  annoyance,  and  they 
went  to  a  small  village  near  Julloo,  ten  ooae  this  side  of 
Junockpore.  1  live  in  Pherirdaha — frem  Goruckpore 
sixteen  cose  east — from  the  great  Gundnk  river  nine  cose 
west,  and  from  the  little  Gandak  one  cose  east. 

Q. — Does  not  the  Rajah  of  Beteea  encoorage  the 
residence  of  Thngs  ? 

Bukktawur. — 'Not  now :  he  is  afraid,  and  tries  all  he 
can  to  find  tiiem  out  and  expel  them ;  bat  he  has  got  the 
most  expert  Uiieves  in  India ;  they  will  steal  the  bollocks 
from  yoor  plough  without  your  perceiving  them. 
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Q. — Have  yon  erer  lerved  with  the  Lodahas  J 
Bukhtawur. --~Yes^l  have  often  served  with  Jhoutee 
Kban  Jemadar.     He  livbs  thirty  cose  from  Durbhunga  oa 
the  frontier,  and  has  thirty  good  Thags.  He  is  ostensibly 
a  mere  caltivator,     He  is  called  Jboalee  Khan  the  feir. 
There  is  also  the  black  Jhonlee  Khan,  who  ba«  fifteen 
g^od  Tbu^s,  and  holds  a  village  in  farm  as  a  Zomeendar, 
thongh  he  is  not  so   great  a  man  as  the  other.     Their 
followers  are  all  hereditary  and   welt    trained    Thags. 
Jhabban   Khan,  another  leader  of  greatnute,  lives  near 
them.  Tbey  reside  in  five  or  six.  villages  within  a  few  cose 
of  each  other,  and  are  about  fifty  families  of  Thngs,  most 
of  them  Uusulouras.  bnt  there  are  some  Rajpoots  and  some 
Tantooas,  or  weavers.     These  fifty  families  have  perhaps 
from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  Thegs. 
Q- — Are  your  gangs  never  arrested  in  that  quarter  1 
Sukktawur. — Sometimes ;  abont  ten  years  ago  a  gang 
of  seventeen  were  arrested  Dear  Dnrbhanga;  fonr  were 
hang,  and  twelve  Iransported. 
Q.— How  was  that  managed  ? 

SukhtoKur. — Gobiod  Rawut,  son  of  Feearee  Rawat, 
and  Gheena  Khan  Jemadars,  and  a  gang  of  fifteen  Tbegs 
had  strangled  and  bnried  foar  travellers.  Syfoo  and 
Gheena  Khan  had  married  two  sisters,  and  Syfoo  gave 
himself  urs,  and  demanded  a  coral  necklace  that  was 
taken  from  one  of  tbe  travellers.  Gheena  refused  to  give 
it ;  a  qnarret  ensned,  and  Syfoo,  in  a  passion,  went  to  the 
Thanadar  at  Durbhuoga,  brought  him  and  bis  gnard  down 
upon  them  at  night,  and  seized  the  whole  gang.  Bot 
Syfoo  bad  not  seen  tbe  grave,  and  he  made  the  Thanadar 
tie  np  his  cottsio,  Peerbaksb,  a  boy,  throw  him  down, 
draw  his  sword,  and  pretend  to  be  about  to  cut  his  throat. 
The  bey  got  alarmed,  confessed,  and  pointed  out  the 
grave.     The  bodies  were  taken  np,  the  prisoners  seat  to 
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AIoznffiirpor,e,  and  the  four  men  who  strangled  them  were 
boDg; ;  twelve,  inclading  the  two  leaders,  were  sent  to  the 
black  water.  Syfoo  was  released,  bnt  died  on  his  way 
home.     How  we  could  never  discover, 

Q. — Did  he  die  becaose  he  disclosed? 

Bukktawur. — No  doubt 

Q. — That  is,  some  of  his  old  associates  killed  him  ? 

Bukhtamur.—Ho ;  had  he  been  killed  by  them  we  should 
have  discovered  it.  In  those  days  a  man  who  peached 
was  either  killed  by  his  old  associates,  or  by  Davey. 
They  were  only  rare  and  solitary  instances ;  now  we  do  not 
fear,  as  we  are  many  and  become  servants  of  Government. 
Syfoo  must  have  perished  for  bis  treachery,  bat  be  was 
not  killed  by  any  of  us. 

Q. — Where  were  the  foar  men  mnrdered  I 

fuMfatcur.— About  half  a  cose  east  of  the  Kolesnree 
river,  a  sacred  stream,  about  two  coae  east  from  Durbnnga. 

Q. — What  year  was  it  in  ? 

Bukhtamur. — I  dont  know  ;  about  ten  years  ago. 

Moradun  of  AraA. — It  must  have  been  after  the  siege 
of  Bhartpore,  for  I  saw  Gheena  Khan  that  year  on  an 
expedition.  He  resided  near  Jagtowlee  in  Chopra,  not 
far  from  Bnkhtawur's  village  of  Pharindha. 

Conversation  resumed  mitk  the   Ihukun   and  Hindos- 
tanee  7%ufft. 

Q.— If  Davey's  displeasure  visits  all  who  punish  Thags, 
how  is  it  that  you  all  escape  so  well ! 

Moradun. — Davey's  anger  visited  us  when  we  were 
seized.  That  was  the  effect  of  her  resentment ;  she  cast  us 
off  then  and  takes  no  notice  of  us  now, 

Q. — 'And  if  yon  were  to  retam  to  Thnggee,  she  would 
still  guide  and  protect  yon  ? 
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lUoradun.^Ye*,  bat  what  gang  wonld  now  receive  as  ? 

Q, — And  joo  are  not  afrud  to  assist  in  sappressin^ 
Thuggee  i 

Moradun. — 'No;  we  see  God  is  assisting  yoa,  and 
that  i>av«^  has  withdrawn  her  protection  on  account  of 
our  transgroHaions.  We  have  sadly,  neglected  her  wor- 
ship.    God  knows  in  what  it  will  all  end. 

Q. — True,  God  only  knows  ;  bat  we  hope  It  will  end  in 
the  entire  suppression  of  this  wicked  and  foolish  system  ; 
and  in  the  oonviction  on  your  part  that  Davey  has  really 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Naair. — That  Davey  instituted  Tlioggee,  and  support- 
ed it  as  long  as  we  attended  to  her  omens,  and  observed 
the  rnles  framed  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  nothing 
in  the  world  can  ever  make  ns  doubt. 

Q. — Do  the  five  divisions  you  mention  in  (he  Duckan 
comprise,  geographically,  all  the  country  soath  of  the 
Nnrbudda  river? 

Sahib  Khan. — No,  there  is  a  sixth,  Khandiesh  ;  but  we 
know  of  no  Thags  ia  that  country;  and  a  seventh,  the 
Conoan  along  the  Malabar  coast;  we  know  of  no  Thugs  in 
that  country  either. 

Q.— Are  there  oo  Thugs  in  these  two  Districts  think 
yon  ? 

Sahib. — There  may  besome,  bat  wedo  not  know  of  any. 

Feringeea. — Our  gangs  from  Hindostan  used  often  to 
go  throagh  Khandiesh  ia  our  expeditions,  bat  we  never 
beard  of  any  Thugs  who  resided  there  :  manymay  have 
emigrated  into  that  quarter  from  others  since  this  pursuit 
bq^n? 

Qf — Yon  got  some  ralnable  prizes  in  Khandiesh 
latterly  ? 

Chotee. — ^There  was  the  Chonpnra  case  on  the  Taptee 
river,  in  which  we  got  26,000  rupees  in  1826. 
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The  Dboieea  and  MalaffaoDi  case  in  whioh  we  got 
twenty-two  IhoasaDd  rupees  worth  of  gold  in  IS27.  The 
Dhorecote  case  in  which  we  got  twelve  thoDsand  rupees 
in  1838,  and  the  Dhoree  caso  to  1829,  in  which  thej  got 
Beventy-two  thonsand  rupees  worth  of  pearls,  and  ten 
thousand  rupees  worth  of  gold,  though  they  could  not 
keep  it  all.     These  were  our  prizes  in  Khandie&h. 

Q. — Ton  were  not  in  the  Dhoree  case  ? 

Chotee. — No,  but  I  was  in  all  the  others.  1  was  in  arrest 
with  DhoD  Raj  Seth's  Agent  at  Alampore,  trying  to  recover 
some  of  the  Spanish  dollars  taken  from  him  at  Burwaha 
ghat,  when  that  occurred ;  but  I  sent  part  of  my  gang  that 
year  with  Feringeea's,  and  they  fell  in  with  the  Dhoree 
case  men  as  they  were  coming  back  with  the  pearls. 

Feringeea.-~-Xea ;  some  of  Chotee's  men  were  with  me 
in  the  Ranjana  case,  which  took  place  in  Ijlarch,  1629; 
and  we  soon  after  fell  in  with  some  of  oar  friends  coming 
home  with  their  pearls  from  the  Dhoree  case. 

Q. — But  the  Dhoree  case  and  Barwaba  gbat  case 
mast  have  taken  place  within  a  few  days  of  each  other  in 
Febroary,  1829.  the  Dhoree  case  took  place  on  the  6tb, 
and  the  Burwaha  ghat  case,  on  the  1st  of  that  month. 
\fe  have  the  records  of  the  dates  from  Indore  ? 

CAofee.— Your  records  must  be  wrong.  The  Dhoreoots 
(sase,  in  which  I  was  present,  occurred  fifteen. days  after 
the  Burwaha  ghat  case,  for  I  was  taken  up  on  the  sus- 
picion of  being  present  in  the  Barwaba  ghat  case,  and  it 
was  the  year  after  that  the  pearls  were  taken  at  Dhoree. 

Feringtea. — Yes  ;  Chotee  was  with  Dhnn  Raj  Seth's 
man  Bearee  Lai  when  we  went  on  the  Raiynna  expedi- 
tion and  met  the  pearls. 

Moklal. — He  was  arrested  soon  after  our  party  got  the 
Spanish  dollars  at  Barwaha  gbat,  which  was  fifteen  days 
before  his  party  took  Uie  gold  at  Dhorecote. 
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Q. — Howmsny  Spanish  dollars  did  yoaget? 

Moklal. — We  got  forty  thousand  rupees  worth,  bat  a 
great  part  bad  been  beaten  Dp. 

Ferinffeea. — Bot  none  of  as  got  ao  fine  a  priae  as 
Bowanee  the  Soweea  and  his  gang  o(  Rajpootana  got  in 
Kandeish,  They  carried  off  clear  in  one  affair  above 
two  lakhs  of  rnpees  worth  of  property  coming  from 
Bombay  to  Indore. 

Q. — How  did  yon  manage  the  Bnrwaha  ghat  aSkir? 

Moklal,— It  gave  as  a  great  deal  of  tronble,  as  the 
dollars  were  laden  on  Camels.  They  vent  fast,  and, 
afraid  to  appear  near  to  them  in  a  body,  we  several  times 
lost  all  trace  of  them.  We  first  fell  in  with  them  at 
Borbanpore.  Onrs  was  only  one  of  three  great  parties 
that  went  from  Baadlecoad,  Gwalior  and  Sanger  that 
year  to  Kaniteiah ;  and  it  consisted  of  abont  one  hundred 
and  sixty  Tkngs,  concentrating  apon  tbe  treasure  party. 
At  Bnrwaha  ghat,  on  the  Nurbndda  river,  we  fonnd  them 
dispniing  with  the  Cnstom-hoase  officers  about  the  pay- 
ment of  dntieg ;  and  stating  the  hardship  of  being  obliged 
to  expose  tbe  valae  of  their  charge  in  an  nnsettled  cona< 
try.  We  paid  duties  for  ourselves  and  onr  six  ponies ; 
and,  leaving  a  few  scoots,  passed  over  the  river,  and  vent 
•D  to  the  small  deserted  village  of  Naen,  in  the  midst  of 
a  jungly  waste.  Here  we  waited  till  the  treasure  party 
came  up,  coosisting  of  eight  men,  mounted  on  Camels 
and  armed  with  matchlocks,  and  a  merchant,  by  name 
Fntteh  Alee,  who  had  joined  them  on  the  road  in  the 
hope  of  being  more  secure  in  their  oompany  than  alone. 
It  was  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  they 
reached  the  plaee.  The  signal  was  given,  we  rushed  in 
npon  the  Camels,  seized  them  by  their  bridles,  and  made 
them  sit  down  by  beating  them  with  sticks.  The  mea 
werQ  seized  and  killed ;    some  straugled,  some  stabbed 
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with  spears,  and  some  oot  down  with  swords.  Futteh 
Alee  was  palled  off  his  pony  and  strangled.  We  trans- 
ferred the  treasare  to  onr  pooies ;  threw  the  bodies  ioto  a 
ravine,  and  went  on  for  three  dajs  withont  halting  any 
where,  as  we  knew  we  should  be  imnediatel;  pnrsned. 
After  we  had  got  beyond  danger  we  rested  and  divided 
the  booty,  setting  aside  the  proper  share  for  the  temple  of 
Davey  at  Biddachnl,  near  Mirzapore.* 

Dhnn  Kaj  Seth  sent  bis  agent,  Bearee  laW,  to  the 
Resident  at  Indore,  and  the  Agent  of  the  Governor 
General  in  Bnndelcnnd  to  recover  bis  dollars.  He  got 
a  good  many  of  the  principal  Thag  leaders  arrested ;  they 
were  sent  by  the  Agent  in  Bnndelcund  to  the  Resident  at 
Indore,  who  sent  them  back  to  the  Agent,  who  made  them 
over  to  the  native  chiefs,  in  whose  jurisdiction  they  re- 
sided, with  orders  to  make  good  the  money.  These 
chiefs  told  as  to  make  good  tfaree-foaiths  of  the  money 
taken  at  Burwaha  ghat  by  a  general  contribotion.  We 
agreed  to  do  so  and  were  let  go ;  some  paid  out  of  the 
fruits  of  former  expeditions,  others  borrowed  in  anticipa- 
tion of  future  success ;  and  those  who  bad  neither  money 
nor  credit  pledged  themselves  to  pay  part  of  their  future 
earnings.  To  this  Bearee  Lai  agreed,  and  sent  them 
on  expeditions,  retaining  Chotee,  Bakut  and  other 
Jemadars  of  great  influence  abont  his  person.  He  got 
a  good  deal  of  money  by  procuring  the  release  of  all 
the  noted  Thugs  then  in  oon&nement  at  different  places. 
He  got  nine  thonsand  rupees  for  the  release  of  Dbnrora 
Khan  Jemadar  from  Gwalior,  on  the  pretence  that  he 
was  engaged  in  the  affair  when  he  had  been  in  prison 
long  before.  He  had  got  a  great  prize  of  jewels  from 
some  men  killed  near  Kotah,  and  his  family  could  afford 
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to  pay.  Snch  was  Dbuo  Kaj  Selk'i  iDfluence  that  he  coald 
^t  a  gang  released  from  priaon  id  any  part  of  India ;  and 
for  some  time  bis  agentfiearee  Lai  had  always  half  adozen 
of  the  principal  Thag  leaders  about  his  person,  and  aged  to 
attend  all  oar  marriages  and  festivals.  What  his  master 
got,  we  know  not,  bat  be  got  a  great  deal  of  onr  money. 
Q.— What  became  of  bim  after  onr  operations  began  ? 
JHoilal.—^e  ran  off  to  bis  master  at  Omrowtee :  we 
returned  to  onr  homes,  and  got  all  arrested. 
Q.. — Are  there  any  Tbags  ia  Gnzerat  ? 
Mohlal. — We  think  not.  We  have  often  gone  throogh 
Gnzerat  in  our  espeditioDB  of  late  years;  particularly 
(inoe  yonr  operations  commenced,  and  hare  penetrated 
beyond  Joonagur  ap  to  the  shoreB  of  the  ocean,  but 
have  never  become  acquainted  with  any  Thng  residing 
in  Gnzerat.  There  are  numbers  in  Rapjootana.  The 
Thugs  of  Deogor  Mudara  are  to  Oodeepore,  what  the 
Sindonse  and  Marnae  men  were  to  Etawa  and  Gwalior. 
In  Jondhpore  there  are  ten  villages  occupied  by  Tbngs; 
and  they  are  scattered  all  over  Jypore,  and  are  still  very 
numerous  about  Ojeyn  and  Pertabgur  in  western  Malwa. 

Q, — Bnt  you  think  that  a  number  of  the  members  of 
yoor  old  gangs  who  have  escaped  us  may  go  and  settle 
in  Guzerat  and  Kandeish? 

MokUU. — Certainly,  some  of  them  will.  Is  not  Ram- 
baksh  for  whom  yon  offered  five  bnodred  ropees  reward 
gone  to  that  quarter  t 

Q.— And  they  will  raise  new  gangs  there  you  think  ? 

Moilal. — Certainly,  if  left  undislurbed  for  a  time. 

Q. — Who  were  the  leaders  in  the  Burwaha  ghat  affair? 

Moilal. — Rosban,  who  was  hung  at  Sangor,  18^. 

DhuruD  Khan  the  stDtterer,  bang  at  Saagor,  1832. 

Mabaraj  Partuk,  who  drowned  himself  at  Sangor,  1833. 

Persaud,  hung  at  Saugor,  1832. 
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Lai  Mabommud,  approver. 

Bakblawnr,  wba  died  at  home. 

Bnkat,  tbe  son  of  old  Khandee  approver,  wbo  is  still 
at  large,  and  a  Jemadar, 

Q. — How  did  you  manage  the  Dboleea  and  Malagov 
affair? 

Ferinfftea. — Our  gavga  concentrated  at  the  village  of 
Jekar,  between  Dboleea  and  Malagow,  in  Kandeisb, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  Thngs,  ander  myself. 

MakoD,  who  was  bang  at  Indore,  1829. 

Gunga  Deen,  wbo  was  hnug  at  Indore,  1829. 

Chotee,  approver. 

Maharaj  Partuk,  drowned  himself  at  Saagor. 

Sbeikb  Nnngoo,  dead. 

Persand,  hung  at  Saagor  1832,  and  others. 

We  left  Jokeer  for  Malagow  witb  two  travellers, 
whom  we  had  killed  before  daylight  and  were  resting  at 
a  well  two  cose  north  of  Malagow,  when  we  heard  after 
sunrise,  the  Ckim  mama  on  the  right.  I  proposed,  ac- 
cording to  all  the  recognized  rules  of  augury,  to  go  back 
to  Joknr  immediately.  To  this  proposal  they  would 
not  consent,  and  we  went  on  to  Malagow,  where  T  pro- 
posed that  we  should  halt  and  avert  tbe  threatened  evil 
by  a  sacrifice.  This  was  overruled  by  a  party  who  sup- 
posed that  it  might  be  as  well  averted  by  quitting  tbe 
bigb  road  to  Kopurgow,  and  diverging  to  the  right  upon 
tbat  of  Chandore.  I  went  on  with  them  fonr  cose  to  a 
village,  whose  name  I  forget,  but  at  night  determined  to 
obey  the  omen,  and  came  back  with  my  gaug  of  twenty> 
five  Thngs  to  Malagow,  where  I  found  n  gang  of  one 
hundred  Thugs  onder  tbe  following  leaders  : 

Omrow,  hung  at  Indore,  1839. 

Bbimmee,  approver. 

Baduloo,  hung  at  Sanger,  1833. 
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Buknt,  approver, 

Knobey  Abeer,  killed  in  Joadpoce,  1833. 

Hinder  Bengnoa,  approver. 

Tbey  had  with  them  fonr  treasure  bearers  from  PooDa 
OB  their  way  from  Indore,  whom  they  intended  to  kill  on 
the  way  to  Dholeea.  I  joined  them  and  we  went  on  to 
the  village  of  Joknr,  and  were  joined  on  the  way  by  three 
other  travellers,  whom  we  conid  not  shake  off.  Hinder 
Benguna's  son  Chiddee  had  quarrelled  with  his  father, 
and  gone  off  to  join  Chotee's  party  on  the  Chandore  road 
with  Gnrhoo,  who  went  to  see  two  of  his  brothers  who 
were  with  them ;  and  they  having  let  oat  the  secret  of  the 
treasare  bearers,  Chotee  came  off  aa  fast  as  he  could 
with  Maharaj  and  a  party  of  forty,  and  joined  as  during 
the  nigbt  at  Jokar. 

Omrow's  party  was  composed  chiefly  of  Kaboolas, 
fellows  of  all  casts,  whom  he  had  scraped  together  to 
make  up  a  gang  for  this  expedition,  and  we  insisted  upoa 
bis  sending  thirty  of  the  rawest  of  them  in  advance 
from  Joknr  in  the  aflternoon.  There  were  at  least  two 
bondred  men  that  night  at  Joknr  on  their  way  back  from 
Hiodostan  to  their  Regiments  ;  but  we  watched  the 
treasure  bearers  closely,  and  when  they  set  out,  we  follow- 
ed ;  and  at  a  bowlee,  a  mile  or  two  on,  we  dosed  in  upon 
them  and  pat-them  to  death.  We  had  not  been  able  to 
shake  off  the  other  three  travellers,  and  were  in  conae- 
qaence  obliged  to  pot  them  to  death  also,  some  of  the 
bodies  were  thrown  into  the  bowlee,  and  the  others  were 
slightly  buried  io  a  field  close  by.* 

Chotee  claimed  a  share  for  that  part  of  their  gangs  which 
bad  gone  on  to  Chandore,  as  well  as  for  that  which  had 
ciHUO'Vith  him  ;  and  Omrow  claimed  an  eqaal  share  for 
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all  the  thirty  Kuboolas  whom  he  hRd  coDsented  to  tend 
on  in  advanee,  that  they  might  not  by  their  blntiders 
fraatrate  our  designs  upon  tJie  treasare  bearers.  After 
R  ^Dod  deal  of  dispute  it  was  settled  Uiat  those  who  were 
flctnally  present,  shootd  all  share  alike  withoot  diatinctioa 
of  rank  or  office  ;  and  Uiat  those  who  beloBged  to  absent 
parties  might  share  what  Ifaey  got  with  them  or  oot  as 
they  pleased.  According  to  this  Brrangement  each  man 
got  of  gold  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  rapees  worth. 
Omrow'a  seventy  men  afterwards  shared  with  the  thirty 
Kaboolas  ;  and  Chotee's  party  want  and  shared  what  they 
got  with  tiie  men  at  Chandore. 

Q. — And  yon  think  the  Ckimmamta  was  sent  to  yon  by 
Davet/  to  indnce  yon  all  to  stay  and  share  in  this  booty  l 

i^«riR^eea.— Undonbtedly ;  everyone  now  admits  it,  bat 
at  the  time  they  were  all  mad  ! 

Q.'—Wby  did  tbey  not  diverg«  immediately  from  the 
Malagow  road  7 

Ferincfeea.—~H  is  all  a  horrid  jungle,  and  there  is 
DO  road  right  or  left  till  yoa  get  to  Malagow.  We  had 
intended  to  go  the  straight  road  to  Kopargow  Uirongb 
Malagow. 

Q.— Who  were  tiie  three  trRTeUm  that  joi*«d  yon  ? 

Feritigeea.—~Tyio  were  weavers,  and  one  a  dawk  bar- 
eara. 

Q. — How  Was  the  Dhoree  affair  managed  ? 

Ferityaea. — We  were  agangof  abont  one  hondred  and 
fifty  Thoga  from  Hindostan — in  the  month  of  January, 
1829  near  Chopra,  on  the  bank  of  the  Taptee  river,  nnder 
Khoseeala,  alias  Bymoo,  executed  afterwards  at  Dholeea 
in  Kandeisb,  Bhajjoo,  exeonted  at  Saugor  1832,  and 
Persaad  ICusnlman,  execnted  at  Indore  1829,  when  tb« 
seven  treasure  bearers  came  np  on  their  way  from  Bom- 
bay to  ladore.    We  followed  them  with  a  select  party 
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from  all  the  ganp  od  to  Dhoree,  and  thenoe  throngb  the 
Bboleebsree  pass,  where  lli«y  spoke  with  Dnsrat  Na«k, 
the  oBicer  of  the  police  guard,  stationed  at  that  pau. 
While  the;  rested  here,  one  of  the  seven,  without  oac 
aconts  perceiving  it,  went  on  in  advance  towards  Godur- 
^hat,  which  is  abost  four  cose  distatit.  When  tbej  had 
left  the  guard  we  oontinued  to  follow,  and  on  passing  the 
gnard  we  were  qnestioned  by  Dusrut  Xaek,  and  we  told 
him  that  we  were  Govemnent  aervants  on  oar  way  home 
OD  farlongh.  Abont  halfway  between  this  pass  and  Godur- 
ghat  we  came  np  with  the  treasure  bearers,  and  strangled 
them ;  but  to  our  sorprise  we  fannd  only  six  instead  of 
■even,  Heera  and  three  others  were  iastaoUy  seat  on 
after  the  other  but  they  coald  not  find  him,  and  wa 
hastily  threw  the  bodies  into  a  nalah  and  made  off  with  the 
booty. 

The  man  who  h&d  gone  on  in  advance,  finding  that  his 
companions  did  not  come  up  so  soon  as  he  espectedi 
retarned  to  look  after  them,  and  met  a  traveller  who  told 
him  that  he  had  seen  some  dead  bodies  in  a  nalah  by  the 
side  of  the  road  ;  going  to  the  place  described  he  found 
that  they  were  the  bodies  of  his  companions,  and  reported 
the  circnmstance  to  DnsrotNaek,  who  sent  information 
to  Captain  Hodges,  the  acting  Magistrate  in  Kaodeish, 
and  set  oat  with  all  his  men  in  poranit  of  as.  Captain 
Hodges  with  his  monoted  police,  saceeeded  in  seizing 
thirteen  or  foarteen  of  onr  party  who  had  separated  and 
lost  their  road  in  the  jungles.  They  had  with  them  the 
greater  part  of  the  booty,  which  we  in  conseqneace  lost. 
Of  these  men  fonr  contrived  to  get  released,  and  the  rest 
were  either  hang  at  Dholeea  or  sent  to  the  black  water. 
Only  three  of  the  bags  of  pearls  were  broogbt  oS,  one  by 
Puramna,  who  honestly  shared  it  on  his  return  with  the 
rest  of  the  gang  who  escaped ;  and  two  by  fihajjoo,  alias 
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SooperSing  and  Rae  Sin^,  who  were  lately  ban^  at  San- 
gor,  and  vho  could  never  be  prevailed  npoa  to  give  np 
any  share,* 

Q. — When  yon  have  a  poor  traveller  with  yon,  or  a 
party  of  travellers  who  appear  to  have  little  property 
about  them,  and  you  hear  or  see  a  very  good  omen,  do  yon 
not  let  them  go,  in  the  hope  that  the  virlae  of  the  omen 
win  gnide  you  to  better  prey  ? 

Dorgha,  Mnsnlman. — Let  them  go— never,  never — 
iubhee  nuheen,  kubhee  niiheen, 

Naxir,  Musniman,  of  Telingana. — How  coald  we  let 
them  go  ?  Is  not  the  good  omen  the  order  from  Heaven 
to  kill  them,  and  wonid  it  not  be  disobedience  to  let  them 
go?  If  we  did  not  kill  them,  ghonld  we  ever  get  any 
more  travellers  ? 

Feringeea,  Brahman. — I  have  known  the  experiment 
tried  with  good  effect — I  have  known  travellers  who  pro- 
mised little  let  go,  and  the  virtue  of  the  omen  brought 
better. 

Inaent,  Mnsulman. — Teg,  the  virtue  of  the  omen  re- 
mains, and  the  traveller  who  has  little  should  be  let  go, 
for  yon  are  sure  to  get  a  better. 

Sahib  Khan,  of  Telingana. — Never !  never !  This  is 
one  of  your  Hindoslanee  heresies.  Yon  could  never 
let  him  go  without  losing  all  the  fruits  of  your  expedi- 
tion. You  might  get  property,  but  it  could  never  do 
yoD  any  good.  No  success  could  result  from  your 
disobedience. 

Morlee,  Rajpoot. — Certainly  not!  the  travellers  who 
are  in  our  hands  when  we  have  a  good  omen  must  never 
be  let  go,  whether  they  promise  little  or  much  j  the  omeo 
is  unquestionably  the  order,  as  Nasir  says. 

■  See  Appendix  F, 
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Nasir, — The  idea  of  securing  the  good  will  of  Davey 
by  disobeying  her  order  is  quite  moQatrons.  We  Dnckno 
Tbags  do  not  noderataod  bov  yoa  got  hold  of  it.  Oar 
ancestors  were  oever  goilty  of  snob  folly. 

Feringeea, — Yon  do  not  mean  to  say  that  we  of  Mar- 
aae  and  Sindouse  were  not  as  well  tnstracted  as  yon  of 
Telingana  T 

Nagir  and  Sah3t  Khan. — ^We  only  mean  to  say  that 
yoQ  have  clearly  mistaken  the  natare  of  a  good  omen  in 
tbig  CRse.  It  is  the  order  of  Davey  to  take  what  she  has 
put  in  onr  way :  at  least  so  we,  in  the  Dackan,  ander- 
Btand  it. 

Q. — How  did  yon  manage  the  Sbikarpore  aSair  'i 

Intunt. — Oar  gang  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  Thngs  ander — 

Noor  Khan,  hung  this  year  at  Jnbnipore. 

Bbndae,  lately  arrested  at  Kotah. 

Gbolab  Kban,  bong  at  Sanger  1633. 

Hypat,  approver. 

Other  Jemadars  and  myself  were  encamped  in  the 
grove  near  the  town  of  Sehora  in  this,  the  Jnbnipore 
district,  in  March,  1816,  when  the  Resident  of  Nagpore 
passed  on  bis  way  from  Nagpore  to  Bondelcnnd.*  We 
Imd  beard  of  bis  approach  with  a  large  escort  and  deter- 
mined to  join  bis  party  in  the  hopeof  picking  np  some 
travellers,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Pindaries,  travellers  of 
respectability  generally  took  advantage  of  snch  opporta- 
nities  to  travel  with  greater  security.  Oar  gang  sepa- 
rated into  small  parties,  who  mixed  Uiemselvea  op  with 
the  Resident's  parties  at  different  places  along  the  road, 
vithont  appearing  to  know  any  thing  of  each  other  \  and 


'This  nas  Major   Close   od  his  wa;  from  Poona  to  Owaliorto  lake 
cbtrge  of  hii  offlce  u  Beaidenl  in  1810— See  Apptndtx  O. 
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pretended  to  be  like  others  glad  of  the  ocoasioa  to  travel 
leonrelj.  Wiien  the  Resident  reached  Belehree  some  of 
oar  parties  stated,  that,  as  the  Resident  was  goin^ 
the  western  road  by  Rewah,  they  had  belter  go  the 
Dorlhern  by  Powae,  as  there  was  no  longer  any  danger 
from  Pindaries,  and,  by  separating  from  so  large  an 
escort,  they  shoold  get  provisions  mach  cheaper ;  that 
water  was  now  beooming  scarce  on  tiie  western  road,  and 
was  always  made  dirty  by  tbe  elephants  and  camels. 
Other  parties  pretended  to  argoe  agunat  this,  but  at  last 
to  yield  to  the  strong  reasons  assigned.  We  had  by  this 
time  become  very  intimate  with  a  party  of  travellers  from 
Nagpore,  coDsiating  of  eighteen  men,  seven  women,  and 
two  boys.  They  heard  oar  discassions,  and  declared  in 
favor  of  the  plan  of  separating  from  the  Resident's  party, 
and  going  the  nortbern  road  throogb  Shikarpore  and 
Powae. 

On  reaching  Shikarpore,  three  cose  this  side  of  Powae, 
we  sent  on  Kanbey  and  Matbolee  to  seleot  a  plaoe  for 
the  mnrder,  and  Ibey  chose  one  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
in  an  extensive  jnogle  that  lay  between  os  and  Powae. 
We  contrived  to  make  the  party  move  off  about  midnight 
persuading  them  that  it  waa  near  morning  i  and  on  reacli- 
ing  the  place  appointed  they  were  advised  to  sit  dowa 
and  rest  themselves.  All  oor  parties  pretended  to  be  as 
uach  deceived  aa  themselves  with  regard  to  the  time ; 
but  not  more  than  half  of  the  travellers  conld  be  pre^ 
vailed  apon  to  sit  down  and  rest  in  snoh  a  solitude.  The 
signal  was  given,  and  all,  except  the  two  boys,  were 
seized  and  strangled  by  the  people  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  parpose,  and  were  now  at  their  posts 
ready  for  action.  The  boys  were  taken  by  Jowahirand 
Kebree,  who  intended  to  adopt  them  as  their  sons  ;  and 
the  bodies  of  the  twenty-6ve  persons  were  all  thrown 
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JBto  a  ditcb,  uid  covered  over  widi  earth  and  bushes. 
Oo  seeips  the  bodiea  ibrowa  into  the  ditcb,  Jowahir'a 
boy  began  to  cry  bitterly ;  and  finding  it  tmposiible  to 
pacify  him  or  to  keep  bim  quiet,  Jowabir  took  him  by  the 
legs,  dashed  oat  his  brains  against  a  stone,  and  left  him 
jyiag  on  the  ground,  vhiie  the  rest  were  busily  occupied 
in  collecting  the  booty.  Going  on  to  Powae  we  pur- 
chased five  rnpees  worth  of  sugar  to  celebrate  this  eventt 
and  witirant  balling  we  went  on  to  the  village  of  Choa* 
ntooka  in  Punna.  After  resting  till  midnight  we  went 
on  to  Tignra,  in  Jytpore,  where  we  ate  the  sugar,  and 
than  set  out  the  sane  day  for  Hnttah. 

A  fiibennao  going  to  the  river  to  fisb,  soon  after  we 
had  left  (be  scene  of  the  murders,  found  the  body  of  iho 
boy  lying  by  the  stone  against  which  his  head  had  been 
beaten;  and  ho  gave  iaformatioD  to  Thakor  Burjore 
Sing  of  Powae,  who  proceeded  to  the  place  with  some  of 
bis  followers,  and  discovered  all  the  other  bodies  lyiog  in 
the  ditch.  He  collected  all  the  men  he  could,  and  fol- 
lowing oar  traces  which  were  still  fresh,  he  came  up 
with  us  as  we  were  waibing  oarselves  in  a  stream  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  village  <^  Tigara.  We  formed 
oarselves  into  a  compact  Irady,  and  retired  npon  the  vil- 
lage of  Tigara.  The  Tbaknr  repeatedly  charged  in  npon 
M,  and  seeing  Hyput  Jemadar  pieroed  tjiraugh  the  chest 
with  a  spear,  and  Bhngwan  receive  a  sabre  cat  in  the 
fiice,  we  dispersed  and  made  for  the  village  of  Tignra  in 
the  best  way  we  coold.  The  villagers  all  came  to  our 
support,  and  defended  us  against  the  Tbaknr;  bat  he 
had  already  secured  Hnsun  Khan,  who  afterwards  died 
at  borne — Imam  Bnksh  alias  Keanla,  who  was  hung^ 
in  Kandeish  in  1839 — Shnmshera  who  was  hung  at 
Sanger  in  1832 — and  Bahadera  who  is  now  in  service  at 
Hingolee. 
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The  Tignra  people  tempted  by  the  promUe  of  part  of  our 
booty  protected  ns  ail  that  day  and  night;  and  ia  the  morn- 
ing escorted  ns  to  Simareea,  where  a  promise  of  all  the  booty 
that  we  had  left,  eeonred  ds  a  safe  retreat  till  the  pnrflnit 
was  over  in  spite  of  all  that  the  Thakur  could  say  or  do. 

The  Thakur  took  all  bis  prisoners  to  the  GoveruK 
General's  Agent,  Mr.  Waacbope,  before  whom  Bahadera 
confessed,  and  stated  all  the  circumHtaocas  Ba  they  occur- 
red; bnt  being  afterwards  told  that  it  was  the  practice  of 
the  English  to  hang  all  who  confessed,  and  to  release  all 
who  denied,  be  soon  denied  stoutly  all  that  be  had  said, 
and  pretended  to  know  nothing  at  all  about  the  mnrderg ; 
and  being  made  over  to  the  Magistrate  they  were  all  re- 
leased for  want  of  evidence.  Bam  Bnksh  Tomholee 
oome  from  Nagpore  to  the  Agent,  Mr.  Wanchope,  in  the 
hope  of  recovering  his  child,  who  was  the  boy  that  was 
killed  by  Jowahir.* 

Q,— .W^hat  became  of  JFowohir? 

Inaent. — He  was  the  Jowahir  Knsbatee  the  Brahman, 
who  was  hnng  at  Sangor  1832.  He  bad  settled  on  the 
Nurbudda  river. 

Q, — ^Wbat  became  of  Kehree  1 

Jnaent.—Kebiee  was  the  father  of  Sewa,  approver,  and 
he  was  hong  at  Jubnlpore  in  1831.  He  named  the 
boy  Gunesha,  and  kept  him  at  home  to  look  after  bis 
cattle.  Kehree's  widow  is  now  here  with  her  son  Sewa ; 
and  I  heard  her  some  time  ago  lamentiDg  the  death  of 
Gunesha,  and  performing  funeral  ceremonies.  The  boy 
was  a  Brahmnn  and  died  at  Kehree's  home. 

Q.— Where  is  Bahadera? 
'   Inaent. — The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  about  ten  years 
ago  when  be  was  a  Sipohee  in  the  1st  Batttdion  of  a  Bri- 

■  ThU  is  ftll  itricU;  tfoe.— Sea  Appe  ndix  G. 
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gade  of  five  Baltalions  at  Anrangabftd.  He  had  giren  op 
Thuggee,  and  never,  that  «e  know  of,  returned  to  it ;  bat 
he  was  still  oar  friend. 

Q. — Yoa  told  Mr.  Jobnttona  the  traveller,  while  he 
■was  at  Saugor,  that  the  operalioas  of  yoar  trade  were  to 
be  gaen  io  the  caves  of  Ellora  ? 

Feringeta. — All !  Every  one  of  the  operations  ta  to  be 
seen  there:  in  one  place  yoa  see  men  strangling:  ia 
another  bnrying  the  bodies :  in  another  carrying  them 
off  to  the  graves.  There  is  not  an  operation  in  Tboggea 
that  is  not  exhibited  in  the  oaves  of  Ellora. 

Dwgha. — la  these  caves  are  to  be  seen  the  operations 
of  every  trade  in  the  world. 

CAofas. — Whenever  we  passed  near,  we  used  to  go  and 
see  these  caves.  Every  man  will  there  find  his  trade 
described  however  secret  be  may  think  it ;  and  they  were 
all  made  in  one  night. 

Q. — Does  any  person  beside  yonrielves  coasider  that 
any  of  these  Sgorea  represent  Thngs  X 

Feringtea. — No  body  else ;  bat  all  Thngs  know  that 
they  do.  We  never  told  any  body  else  what  we  thoaght 
about  them.  Every  body  there  can  see  the  secret  opera- 
tions of  his  trade,  but  be  does  not  tell  others  of  them ,-  and 
BO  other  person  can  anderstand  what  they  mean.  They 
are  the  works  of  God.  No  human  bands  were  employed 
upon  them.     That  every  body  admits. 

Q, — Wliat  particular  operations  are  there  described  in 
figures? 

Sahih  Khan. — I  have  seen  the  Sotha  (inveigler)  lit* 
ling  upon  tbe  same  carpet  with  the  traveller,  and  in  close 
conversation  with  him,  jnst  as  we  are  when  we  are  worm- 
ing out  their  secrets.  In  WMther  place  the  straagler  has 
got  his  roomal  over  his  neck,  and  is  itrangliog  him ; 
2  B 
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wbile  another,  tbe  Cfaamochee,  is  holdings  him  by  the  ie^s. 
These  are  the  only  two  operations  tiiat  I  have  seen  de- 
scribed. 

Nasir.^'Thsse  I  hsve  also  seen,  and  there  is  no  mis- 
taking tiiem.  The  Chumochee  has  close  hold  of  the  legs, 
and  is  pulling  at  them  thut,  while  the  Bhnrtote  is  tight- 
ening the  roomal  round  his  neck,  tAtts! 

Q,— Have  yon  seen  no  others  ? 

Ferinffeea.—l  have  seen  these  two,  and  also  the  Lnghaa 
carrying  away  the  bodies  to  the  grave,  in  tftis  manner, 
and  the  sextons  digging  the  grave  with  the  sacred  piok- 
axe:  all  is  done  jaat  as  if  we  had  oorselves  done  it; 
nothing  conid  be  more  exact. 

Q. — And  who  do  yon  think  oonld  have  executed  this 
work? 

Feringeea.~-\t  could  not  have  been  done  by  Thugs, 
because  they  woald  never  have  exposed  the  secrets  of 
thair  trade ;  and  no  other  homaQ  being  cosid  have  done 
it.  It  mast  be  the  work  of  the  Gods :  human  hands  could 
never  have  performed  it. 

Q-— And  sapposing  so,  you  go  and  worship  it? 

Sahih  Khan.—TSo.  We  go  to  gratify  cariosity,  and  not 
to  worship :  we  look  upon  it  as  a  Mausoleom,  a  collection 
of  curious  figures  cut  by  some  Demons,  who  knew  tho, 
secrets  of  all  mankind,  and  amused  themselves  here  in 
describing  them. 

lfumo^r.~We  Hindoos  go  for  the  same  pnrpose. 
We  never  go  to  worship.  We  consider  it  as  a  Pantheoa 
of  unknown  Gods. 

Q. — Relate  the  circnmstanoes  of  the  Chaleesrook 
afiair? 

Kuleean  Siag. — In  the  year  that  Hr.  Jenkins  want  a* 
Resident  to  Nagpore  through  Benares  and  Sumbulpore, 
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tUa  aEfoir  took  place.  He  had  jmt  entmnped  near  the 
Seetabnldee  bill  vben  we  passed  tfarongh  Nagpore. 
(Febroary,  1807.) 

Dorgha. — 'Tbe  road)  from  the  Daokao  across  the  Nur- 
bndda,  had  become  so  nosafe  from  tbe  Pindarics  that  all 
travellers  from  Poona,  Hyderabad,  and  Nagpore,  going 
towards  tbe  Ganges,  went  fay  way  of  Sorgooja  and  Sum- 
balpore  ;  and  several  of  oar  gangg  that  went  from  Bandet- 
cnnd  and  tbe  Dooab  to  that  road  came  back  with  immense 
booty  for  several  years.  In  tbe  rains  preceding  this 
affair  it  was  determined  that  all  tbe  gangs  ahoald  take 
that  direction  ;  and  we  accordingly  set  ont.  There  were 
more  than  forty  Jemadars  of  note  ;  among  them  Bnkshee 
Jemadar,  whose  bead  Doctor  Spry  sent  to  England,  and 
Ghasee  Snbahdar  ;  and  many  others  of  ecjaal  note.  We 
set  ont  from  onr  respective  homes  after  the  Dnsbera  in 
October,  (1806)  passed  through  Mirzapore,  in  order  to 
make  onr  votive  offerings  at  the  temple  of  Davey  at 
Bindachol,  and  rendezvoused  at  Ruttnnpore  in  the  Sor- 
gooja district,  where  we  were  assembled  above  six  hnn- 
dred  Thugs.  From  Rnttnnpore  we  went  to  Tukntpore, 
where  we  murdered  a  good  many  travellers  who  took  np 
their  quarters  in  onr  several  places  of  encampment.  All 
pretended  to  have  been  on  farlongh  and  to  be  relnming 
from  Hindostan  to  different  armies  in  the  Dncknn,  with 
some  of  onr  relations  and  friends  as  yonng  recrnits.  Oo 
the  third  day  a  female  of  rank  came  np.  Her  husband 
had  been  an  officer  in  the  Nagporeservice,  and  being 
left  a  widow  by  his  death  at  Nagpore,  she  was  on  her 
way  home  to  his  friends  with  her  deceased  hnsband'a 
brother.  She  occnpied  a  tent,  and  was  accompanied  by 
a  slave  girl,  and  had  twelve  armed  men  as  a  gnard.  She 
left  Tokotpore  the  morning  after  her  arrival,  end  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  detachment  from  every  one  of  onr  gangs, 
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mekio^  i  P>''tT  "^  t">^  bnodred  and  lixt;^  Thngi,  ander 
«ome  of  our  best  leaden.  For  several  days  the;  follow- 
ed tbem  without  findiog  a  convenient  oppoftaoity  of 
disposing  of  them,  till  tbey  readied  the  village  of  Choora, 
between  wbicb  place  and  the  village  of  Sutrunja  the  road 
passed  through  an  extensive  jangle,  witfaont  a  village  on 
either  side  for  many  miles.  Leaving  this  place  in  tfaa 
morning  tbey  pnt  the  whole  party  to  death,  and  bnried 
tbeJr  bodies  in  a  nalah.     I  did  not  go  with  this  party. 

When  tbey  get  out  after  the  widow,  we  all  proceeded 
towards  Nagpore;  and  on  reaching  Labnjee,  a  party  of 
sixty  Thugs  remained  there,  while  the  -  rest  went  en 
towards  Nagpore.  I  remained  with  the  sixty  at  Lahnje«i 
and  two  days  after  the  main  body  bad  left  as,  a  party  of 
forty  travellers  came  np  on  Uieir  way  to  tbe  Ganges; 
thirty-one  men,  seven  women,  and  two  girls.  The 
greater  part  of  these  people  were  from  Elliohpore ;  the 
rest  from  Nagpore.  Oar  Jemadars  soon  became  intimate 
with  the  principal  men  of  this  party,  pretended  to  be 
going  to  the  same  parts  of  India,  and  von  their  confi- 
dence ;  and  the  next  day  we  set  oat  with  them,  and  in 
four  days  reached  Rnttnnpore,  where  we  met  the  party 
of  one  bondred  and  sixty  Tfangs  retarning  after  the 
marder  of  the  widow  and  her  party.  They  did  no^ 
however,  appear  to  be  known  to  as.  Soon  after,  two 
hnndred  of  tbe  main  body,  who  bad  gone  on  towards 
Nagpore '  from- Lahigee,  came  np,  having  heard  of  the 
forty  Irarellers  soon  after  they  left  us;  and  all  pretended 
to  be  going  the  same  road,  without  appearing  to  have 
any  acqnaiotance  with  each  other.  It  was,  however, 
agreed  that  sixty,  of  Uie  one  hundred  and  sixty,  shoald 
go  on  and  rejoin  the  party  who  had  proceeded  to  Nag- 
pore, leaving  three  hundred  and  sixty  to  dispose  of  thii 
party. 
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Fr»iB  Rattnnpore,  we  prooeeded  vith  Ibe  party  of  tni- 
vcUers  to  the  villa^  of  Cfaoora>  whence  we  sent  oa 
people  to  select  a  proper  place  for  the  mnrder.  Tlioy 
chose  one  not  far  from  that  in  which  the  widow  and  her 
part}  bad  been  pnt  to  death.  Darroo  and  Sfaeera  were 
sent  on  to  the  village  of  Sntmnja  to  see  that  all  wat  clear 
in  front;  and  about  a  watch  and  half  before  daylight  we 
set  eat  with  the  travellers,  leaving  sooats  behind  to  see 
that  we  were  not  intermpted  from  the  rear.  By  the  time 
-we  reached  the  appointed  place  the  Bbnrtotes  and  Sham- 
seeas  had  all  on  some  pretext  or  other  got  close  by  the 
side  of  the  penons  whom  they  were  appointed  to  strangle; 
aad  oD  reacfaing  the  spot  the  signal  was  given  in  several 
places  at  the  same  time,  and  thirty-eight  oat  of  forty  were 
seized  and  atrangled.  The  danghter  of  Gunga  Tewarree 
was  a  very  haadsome  yoang  woman,  and  Punchntn,  one 
of  our  Jemadars,  wished  la  preserve  her  as  a  wife  for  his 
son  Bakbolee.  But  when  she  saw  her  mother  and  father 
strangled,  she  screamed,  and  beat  her  head  against  fhc) 
stony  groand,  and  tried  to  kill  herself.  Fnncham  tried 
in  vain  to  qntether,  and  promised  to  take  great  care  of 
her,  and  marrv  her  to  his  own  son  who  wonid  be  a  great 
chief;  but  all  was  in  vain.  She  oontioDed  to  scream, 
•pd  at. last  Panchom  pat  the  roomal  round  ber  neck 
and  strangled  her.  The  widow  of  AIGe's  brother  was 
strangled,  bot  her  danghter,  a  girl  about  three  years  of 
age,  was  preserved  by  Kosal  Jemadar,  who  married  her 
to  his  own  son  Haauee  Rae  BrahmnD»  by  whom  she  had 
two  sons,  one  of  whom  is  still  living,  and  about  ten  or 
eleven  years  of  age.  Since  the  death  of  Kosnl  and 
Hannee  Rae  she  baa  lived  with  her  hoshand's  mother. 

We  buried  all  the  bodies  in  a  nalah,  and  got  property 
to  the  value  of  about  seventeen  thousand  rupees^  which 
we  took  on  with  qb  and  divided  at  Satmiga.    After  this 
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afRiir  we  retanied  borne  throagb  Rewah  and  Chitterkote, 
tfae  place  where  we  bad  murdered  the  sixty  persons  at 
ODe  time  about  two  years  before.  The  widow  of  Hannee 
Rae  often  beard,  after  she  ^ew  ap,  of  the  Chaleesrooh 
aflair  in  which  her  mother  and  ancle  were  strangled  ;  and 
she  has  herself  told  yoa  all  that  she  knows  aboat  it.* 

Q. — What  became  of  Panchnm  ? 

J>oryAa.^PaDchum  died  before  we  reached  home. 

Q. — Had  Panchnm  any  sons  ? 
.  Jnaen^— Pnnchom  had  Chnnderbhan.  who  died  on  a 
Tbng  expedition  ;  Bhugbolee,  bnng  at  Gwalior  fay  Jacob 
Sabib;  Jow^ir  who  died  in  Gwalior  j  Odeebbaa  bung 
in  Kandeisb,  1639 — and  Molloo  who  died  in  tfae  Nur- 
fiingpore  jail. 

Q, — And  Kosnl,  what  became  of  him? 

Dorgha. — Kosnl  Snbahdar  died  at  his  borne :  be  had 
two  sons — Ajeeta  who  was  transported  from  Sangor, 
1832,  and  Rawnt  Rae  who  died  last  year  in  the  Sangor 
jail.  Hunnee  Rae  was  the  son  of  his  brother,  but  he  bad 
adopted  him. 

Q.— How  long  had  yon  givsn  up  Thaggee  before  yon 
vere  seized  I  * 

Dorgha. — Soon  after  the  Mogbalanee  affair  1821.  San- 
gor and  all  the  coontries  along  the  Nnrbudda  through 
wbicb  we  ased  to  pass  in  going  to  the  Dacknn  were  taken 
by  tfae  Company,  and  as  we  were  constantly  liable  to  be 
detained  and  asked  a  number  of  questions,  I  tboaght  I 
bad  better  give  up  Thuggee,  otherwise  I  and  my  children 
might  some  day  get  hung  or  sent  to  the  black  water.  I 
accordingly  entered  tfae  sorvice  of  Bebee  Knox,  who 


*  Tfait  ii  «]1  ■  true  tale.  The  part;  consiited  of  the  followiii;  penoai 
from  Ellichpore.  Tbenunei  of  thoH  whojoined  thenoa  tbe  road  I  hara 
not  b«es  able  to  diicoTer.^^ee  Appcudii  H. 
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resides  in  the  Orderly  Bazar  at  Cawnpore,  and  has  some 
thirty-two  villages  pnn^ased  at  aactions,  and  thirteen 
buDgalows  at  that  station.  I  became  one  of  ber  confi- 
dential servants,  and  was  employed  in  briogiog  her  rents 
from  her  Native  collectors  of  the  villages.  Colonel 
Knox  died,  f  believe  at  Fnttebgnr,  about  the  year  that 
Sanger  was  taken,  but  J  never  saw  him.  i  had  served 
her  for  nearly  twelve  years  when  yon  sent  for  me,  and  she 
and  all  the  people  had  become  attached  to  me,  and  yon 
know  what  difficulty  yon  had  to  get  me  away. 

Q. — And  duriDg  this  time  yon  never  went  on  Thoggee! 

Dorgka. — Never. 

Q.~-^ai  yonr  brother  Kobman  went,  tfaongh  be  was 
in  the  same  service. 

Dorglta-^TTae  he  went,  but  it  was  very  seldom  that 
he  could  be  persuaded  to  join  the  gangs.  He  went  only 
after  long  intervals,  and  was  never  long  absent  at  a  time. 

Q, — 'I  thongbt  Hindoos  never  strangled  women. 
How  came  Pnnchum  to  strangle  this  girl  t 

FeTingeea.—Punciiam  was  mj  mother's  brother,  and 
he  never  strangled  her  I 

Q.~Who  did  i 

Feringeea. — I  have  heard  that  it  was  Bhugwao  Kachee, 
a  alave  or  disciple  of  bis. 

Punna. — But  is  not  the  act  of  the  slave  the  act  of  the 
master  I  and  did  not  Bhogwan  strangle  her  by  Pnachnm's 
order  I 

Ftringtea. — Well,  but  bow  was  Pnocham  punished ! 
did  he  not  die  before  he  could  reach  home;  and  was  not 
bis  son  Boghola  hung  the  November  following,  with 
twenty  others,  whom  Jacob  Sahib  Strang  up  at  Kalapa- 
haree  in  Gwalior?  and  was  not  Bhogwan  hung  with  him 
— and  what  a  horrid  death  did  Himmut  die?  He  was 
eaten  alive  by  the  worms  1 
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Dorgha. — I  rayaelf  sa<r  PonohDm  strangle  the  yoan; 
vonuD.     Bhngwan  may  have  asiisleJ. 

Q. — How  did  Jacob  Sahib  seize  and  convict  this  gang  ? 

Dorgha.-"Sitei  the  Surgooja  affair  in  the  month  of 
October,  a  body  of  thirty  or  forty  Thngs  from  Murnae 
and  Sindonse,  on  pasiing  near  Kalapaharee,  ranrdered 
three  men ;  and  soon  afler  one  of  tbe  party  flogged  a  boy 
whom  he  had  picked  np  some  where  and  adopted :  the 
boy  went  off  to  Jacob  Sahib,  told  of  the  morder,  and 
pointed  oat  the  bodies  ;  and  be  seized  them,  and  hong  np 
twenty-one  at  four  different  places  along  the  road. 

Ameer  Alee. — T  was  with  that  party.  It  was  some  years 
after  the  Snrgooja  expedition.  I  forget  the  name  of  tbe  boy, 
but  be  belonged  to  Bukahee  Jemadar,  whose  bead  is  gone 
to  Europe.  I  was  employed  to  go  forward  and  back,  with 
messages  from  the  arrested  Thugs  to  their  families  and 
friends.  Large  sums  were  offered  to  Jacob  Sahib  for  their 
ransom,  but  he  would  not  let  them  go:  one  day  I  found 
some  of  Ibem  banging  opon  trees,  and  got  too  mnch 
frightened  to  retarn. 

Q. — YoD  were  in  tbe  Chitterkote,  or  as  yon  call  it,  tbe 
Surtrooh  (sixty  goal)  affair.  Pray  tell  me  what  yon  re- 
collect of  it? 

Dorgha.-^Atiet  tbe  captnre  of  Gawilgnr  by  General 
Wellesley  (Duke  of  Wellington*)  it  was  restored  to  the 
Nagpore  Rajah,  who  appointed  Ghnreeb  Sing  to  tbe 
command  of  the  Fortress.  Anxious  to  get  some  good 
soldiers  from  Hindostan  to  garrison  it,  he  sent  his 
younger  brother  Ghyan  Sing,  with  a  number  of  followers, 
and  a  Urge  sum  of  money,  to  raise  them  in  the  Onde  oood- 
try  and  districts  between  the  Ganges  and  Jamoa  rivers. 

•  Oanilgnr  wb>  tkkca  DecemlHr,  1B0),  Tlii>  affur  unat  hart  laken 
place  ISDS.    See  Appendix  I. 
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Ghyan  Sing  and  his  party  passed  through  Nagpore, 
and  came  to  Jubalpore  in  the  month  of  Jane,  while  we 
were  there  concentrated  from  the  different  partB  into 
which  we  bad  extended  oor  expeditions  that  season.  His 
party  consisted  of  fifty-two  men,  seven  women,  and  a 
Brabmun  boy,  then  aboat  fonr  years  of  age.  Some  of  onr 
gangs  lodged  in  the  town,  some  in  the  cantonments, 
among  the  troops,  and  some  were  encamped  at  the  Tank 
of  Adhar,  two  or  three  miles  from  the  town  on  the  road 
to  Hirzapore.  As  soon  as  we  heard  of  the  arrival  of  this 
parly  from  the  Docknn,  every  party  of  Thags  depnted 
some  of  its  moat  respectable  members  to  mix  with  them 
in  the  town,  and  win  their  confidence.  At  first  they 
tried  to  separate  them  into  different  parties  to  proceed 
by  different  roads,  but  thoagh  they  had  collected  together 
at  different  times  and  places  on  the  road,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  separate  any  part  of  them  from  Ghyan 
Sing ;  and  we  agreed  to  unite  all  our  gangs,  and  to  lead 
the  party  by  the  most  anfrequented  roads  till  we  might 
find  a  place  convenient  for  the  mnrder  of  the  whole 
at  once. 

On  reaching  Sefaora  we  persuaded  them  to  quit  the 
high  road  through  fielehree  and  Myhere,  and  take  that 
through  Cbandeea  and  the  old  Fort  of  Bandoogur,  which 
leads  through  very  extensive  tracts  of  jungle,  and  unin- 
habited  country.  We  went  with  them  through  all  this 
country  however  without  finding  what  we  considered  a 
fitting  time  and  place,  and  reached  Rewah  winning  more 
and  more  upon  their  coofideoce  every  day.  From  Rewah 
we  went  to  Simareea,  and  from  that  place  to  a  small 
village  half  way  to  Chitterkote,  called  by  us  the  Bnrwala 
Gow,  from  a  large  Bur  tree  that  stood  near  it.  Thence 
we  sent  on  people  as  nsnal  to  select  a  place  for  the  mur- 
der, and  they  found  one  about  two  coie  and  half  distant, 
2  0 
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ID  a  very  extensive  jungle,  wi'bont  a  buman  habitation 
for  many  mUea  on  eiUierside.  We  pergnaded  the  party  to 
set  out  aooD  after  midnight ;  and  as  they  vent  along  ve  ma- 
naged to  take  onr  appointed  places,  two  Tbags  by  every 
traveller,  and  the  rest  in  parties  of  reserve  at  different 
intervals  along  the  line,  every  two  managing  to  keep 
the  person  they  were  appointed  to  kill,  in  conversation. 
On  reaching  the  place  chosen,  the  signal  was  given  at 
several  different  places,  beginning  with  the  rear  party 
and  passing  on  to  that  in  front ;  and  all  were  seized  and 
strangled  except  the  boy.  It  was  now  near  momiag, 
and  too  late  to  admit  of  the  bodies  being  securely  buri- 
ed :  we  made  a  temporary  grave  for  them  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  covered  them  over  with  sand,  and  went  on  with 
the  boy  and  the  booty  to  Chitterkote,  intending  to  send 
back  a  large  party  the  next  night,  and  have  the  bodies 
securely  bnried.  The  rains  had  begun  to  set  in,  and 
after  the  murders  it  rained  very  heavily  all  the  day.  The 
party  however  went  back,  bnt  fonnd  that  the  river  had 
risen  and  washed  away  ail  the  bodies  except  two  or  three, 
which  they  found  exposed,  and  pashed  into  the  stream 
to  follow  the  rest.* 

Q. — What  became  of  the  boy? 

Dorgha, — He  was  hroaght  up  by  Mnngnl  Brahmnn, 
the  brother  of  Laljoo,  and  having  taken  to  the  trade  of 
Thuggee,  he  was  last  year  sent  to  the  black  water 
from  Sanger. 

Q. — What  became  of  Mungul  and  lialjoo  \ 

J)orghtt. — They  both  died  in  a  village  in  Bhopanl 
where  they  had  settled. 

Q. — Chotee — Yon  wero  with  tbe  party  arrested  by 
Major  Henley  in  March  1882,  I  believe? 

*  ThUlia*«r|COTractsUteaieatortheeuo—SM  Appendix  I. 
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ChoUe. — Yfl> :  we  bad  kilted  five  Sipahees  a  little  od 
this  side  of  Aihta,  and  having  pat  them  into  a  tempo* 
rary  grave,  ve  vent  on,  leaving  nice  men  to  bary  them 
■flciirely  the  next  nigfat.  They  were  seized,  and  a  party 
waa  aent  after  as.  We  were  all  taken — a  party  of  sixty- 
three,  and  brought  to  Sehore  where  we  were  detained 
some  days,  and  then  sent  to  Mr.  Maddook  at  Sanger. 
He  sent  as  to  Mr.  Robinson  at  Cawnpore,  where  we^ 
were  all  released  immediately.* 

Q, — Were  the  bodies  discovered  X 

Chotee. — I  believe  so,  bat  it  was  not  for  that  affair 
that  we  were  arrested.  Beoboo  and  bis  party  had  killed 
three  months  before  a  Jemadar  of  Harcaras,  whom  the 
Nowab  of  Bhopaal  had  sent  to  escort  his  gang  from 
the  city  of  Bhopaal  to  Major  Henley's  camp.  They 
strangled  him  on  the  road,  and  made  off.  We  could  tell 
Major  Henley  nothing  abont  this  affair,  and  he  sent  ns 
out  of  the  country. 

Q. — Tbfdiur  Persaad  was  with  that  gang  I  believe  t 

T^aiur  Persaud— Yea,  I  was  in  that  gang  with 
Beohoo.  We  were  a  parly  of  about  forty  Thogs,  and  in  the 
city  of  Bhopal  we  were  taken  np  by  the  Nowab's  people 
on  saspicion  and  sent  tn  Major  Henley  the  Agent,  who 
lived  three  stages  off  al  Sehore.  He  was  at  (he  time  oat  on 
his  circuit.  One  Jemadar  of  Haroarai  was  sent  with  as, 
and  at  a  place  about  a  cose  and  half  from  the  village  of 
Koltora  he  was  strangled  by  Hindoo  Abeer  Jemadar,  who 
was  hang  at  Indore  1629,  and  bis  body  was  thrown  into  a 
Dalah  where  it  lay  concealed  in  the  long  grass.  We  weot 
on  to  Sobad,  about  eighteen  cose  from  Ojeyn,  where  we 
murdered  four  people,  and  got  a  booty  that  gave  to  each 
man  a  quarter  of  a  seer  of  gold — it  was  fifteen  years  ago. 

•  SMAppsDdixIi. 
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Q, — ^Were  70a  not  of  the  party  arrested  by  Captain 
Wangh  at  Kotah  in  the  beginning  of  1822  ? 

Humc^ur. — Yes,  we  had  killed  two  Snraffa  at  Patan. 
and  were  forty-foor  of  na  arrested  in  the  beginniag  of 
that  year,  a  day  or  two  after  Feringeea's  gang  had  been 
released  with  their  faces  smutted  o?er.  Ont  affair  of  the 
Saraffs  had  not  been  discovered,  and  we  were  arrested 
'  on  the  sDpposition  that  we  were  part  of  his  gang  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  mnrder  of  the  ctoth  merchants  at 
Kaawas.  We  were  made  to  work  on  the  roads  aboat 
Blajor  Canlfield's  boose  at  Kotah  for  four  years  and  half, 
when  he  ordered  as  to  be  released.  There  were  two 
Koeleea  Tbngs  confined  with  as  at  the  same  time— Imma 
Khan  and  Soobratee.* 

Q. — What  has  become  of  all  these  forty-fonr  men  ? 

Humaffur, — There  are  only  seven  surviving  fmd  still 
at  large.  Some  have  died,  some  "been  hnng,  some  sent  to 
the  black  water,  and  some  are  here  in  prison.  Bhtmmee 
Jemadar  has  told  Mr.  McLeod  all  abont  them.  He  has 
put  all  their  names  in  a  book.;]: 

10th  July,  1835. — -Present,  Feringeea  Brahmun — and 
Mudar  Buhsh,  Dorgha,  Kaem  Khan,  Musulmaru. 

Q,— Where  did  yon  fall  in  with  the  MoghDlanee  ? 

Feringeea. — My  gang  consisted  of  about  fifty  persona, 
and  returning  from  Jondpore  to  Choar«o  we  fell  in 
-with  the  Moghnlanee.  It  was  the  year  before  Asbraf 
Khan  Sabahdar  Major  and  his  parly  were  mardered.-f- 
We  came  on  to  Madhoorajpore,  where  we  fell  in  with 
the  brother  of  a  Kupian  in  the  Knroolee  Rajah's  ser- 
vice, bringing  from  the  Pokker  fair  a  fine  yonng  horae 
for  the  Rajah.    We  set  ont  before  daylight  with  him  and 

*  See  Appcodix  K. 
t  Ailiraf  Kbsn  wu  maidsml  1B33,  Febtnw;— Appendix  N, 
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liis  party,  pat  them  to  death  and  baried  their  bodies 
about  a  cose  distaat,  and  came  on  nine  cose  to  Charsoo. 
Q. — And  wbat  became  of  the  yoang  woman  t 
Feringeea.—We  left  ber  behind  as  we  had  do  designs 
Dpon  her;  bat  she  followed,  and  lodg'ed  in  the  Sarae 
while  we  encamped  on  the  baolc  of  the  Tank.  The  next 
day  we  came  to  Doalatpore,  where  we  lodged  with  some 
of  oar  Sooaeoa  Tbng  friends,  and  the  Moghulanee  atiU 
followed,  and  lodged  in  the  Bazar.  Six  of  our  Soogeea 
friends  joined  as  here,  and  came  on  with  bb  to  LalaonL 
I  had  tried  to  sbake  off  the  Mogbnlanee,  but  soon  after 
oar  arrival  she  came  np. 

Q. — Where  did  yon  fall  in  with  the  Masnlnum  party  t 
Feringeea. — Atljotgont.  fiazKhan,  Zaiim,  Bhimmee, 
Sorgha  and  their  gangs,  amoanting  to  one  handred  and 
twenty-five  Thngs,  came  up  from  Ameergnr. 
Q. — What  had  yon  been  doing  at  Ameergnr? 
Dorgha. — We  were  a  large  gang  on  oar  way  from 
Ajmere  to  Neemoch,  and  having  killed  a  good  many 
people  on  the  way.  we  reached  Ameergnr  with  a  Musul- 
man  traveller,  who  bad  joined  ns  during  the  last  stage. 
Two  shop-ke^rara  came  np  from  the  How  oantoamenta 
and  lodged  in  onr  camp,  and  aboat  nine  o'clock  at  night 
they  were  all  three  strangled,  and  their  bodies  were 
wrapped  np  like  handles  of  cloth  and  taken  by  five 
Lugkat  to  the  Jheel,  to  the  sonth  west  corner  of  the  ForL 
We  were  encamped  on  the  west  side.  It  was  a  moon- 
light night  in  March,  and  aome  people  on  the  bastion  saw 
ihem,  and  came  down  to  see  wbat  they  were  abont.  Two 
ont  of  the  five  men  ran  into  oar  camp,  and  three  fled  in 
the  opposite  direction.  The  fear  men  from  the  Fort, 
without  examining  the  bundles,  followed  the  two  men 
into  onr  camp,  and  demanded  the  thieves.  They  were 
four  MeeDa  police  men,  and  they  declared  that  Ihey  had 
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leen  five  men  making  off  with  bandies  of  clotLes,  and  ai 
they  ran  into  our  camp  they  insisted  upon  onr  giving 
them  up.  I  addressed  those  about  me  in  Ramasee  and 
proposed  to  strangle  the  whole  foar.  Punna  approver, 
and  Molloo,  lately  transported,  seconded  me,  and  oar 
Toomals  were  ready,  when  the  Jemadars  said  that  it  conld 
be  of  no  use,  as  others  must  have  seen  the  Lughat  at 
the  same  time,  and  we  should  have  them  down  upon  ui 
before  we  conid  dispose  of  (he  bodies.  I  then  told  the 
Ueenas  that  I  coald  not  believe  them  unless  they  showed 
me  the  bundles.  They  offered  to  do  so,  and  we  proceeded 
on  half  way  to  the  spot,  which  gave  the  gangs  time  to  get 
ready  to  be  off,  ^hen  I  pretended  that  I  was  afraid  to  go 
with  them  alone,  and  would  go  back  for  my  sword,  and  a 
friend  or  two.  They  went  on  to  the  bundles,  and  I  re- 
turned to  oar  camp.  We  all  made  off  by  different  roads 
having  agreed  to  re-anite  at  Chouroo,  and  travelled  all 
night  and  all  the  next  day;  as  we  met  a  Regim«it  of 
Cavalry  soon  after  leaving  camp,  on  their  way  from 
Jtjmere  to  either  Neemach  or  Mow.  >Ve  were  all  re- 
anited  at  Chouroo  five  or  six  days  after,  and  there  we 
rested  and  divided  the  booty.  Molloo  pretended  that  be 
had  thrown  away  in  his  flight  all  the  valuables  that  he  got 
from  the  two  shop-keepers ;  but  we  suspected  him.  The 
booty  acquired  from  eight  men  murdered  by  onr  different 
parties  in  their  flight  was  here  divided  with  what  we  got 
from  the  Masnlman  at  Ajueergnr. 

Q. — Bat  where  did  yon  fall  in  with  Feringeea  and  the 
Moghulanee  ? 

DorgAa. — We  fell  in  with  them  at  Lalsont  and  came 
OD  with  them  to  Somp. 

Q.^Who  were  with  her? 

Dorgha. — She  had  an  old  female  servant,  mounted 
npon  a  pony,  one  armed  man  servant,  and  six  bearers  for 
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her  palankeen.     Front  Somp  wa  aentoD  men  to  select  a 
place  for  ihe  murder,  and  get  eat  with  her  before  daylight ; 
but  the  Belha.  in  the  dark,  lost  the  road,  and  we  were  try< 
ing  to  find  it  when  the  young  woman  became  alarmed, 
and  began  to  reproach  na  for  taking  her  into  the  jangle  in 
the  dark.     We  told  Feringeea  to  come  up  and  quiet  her, 
but  dreading  that  some  of  her  party  might  make  off,  the 
signal  was  given,  and  they  were  all  strangled. 
Q.— What  did  yon  get  from  them  ? 
Dorgha. — Six  hundred  rupees  worth  of  property. 
Q.— And  was  Ibi*  enongb  to  tempt  so  large  a  gang  to 
murder  a  beautiful  young  woman  T 

Dorgha. — We  were  very  averse  to  it,  and  often  said 
that  we  should  not  get  two  rupees  a  piece,  and  that  she 
ought  to  be  let  go ;  but  Feringeea  insisted  upon  onr 
taking  her. 

Q. — How  did  you  advise  the  murder  of  a  young 
woman  like  this  ? 

Feringeea. — It  was  her  fate  to  die  by  our  hands.  I 
had  several  times  tried  to  shake  them  off  before  we  met 
the  Mnsalmaas,  and  when  we  came  to  Laisont  I  told 
her  that  she  must  go  on  as  I  had  joined  some  old  friends, 
and  should  be  delayed.  She  then  told  me  that  £  must 
go  to  her  home  with  her  near  Agra,  or  she  would  get 
me  into  trouble ;  and  being  a  Brahman  while  she  was  a 
Mnsnlman,  I  was  afraid  that  X  should  be  acoaaed  of 
improper  interconrse,  and  turned  out  of  cast. 
-  Q.— Bat  you  might  have  gone  another  road  t 
Dorgha. — He  could  not,  as  he  had  before  told  her  that 
he  waa  going  to  her  village  of  Ateer  near  Agra ;  and  had 
he  left  her,  she  might  have  suspected  us  and  got  us  all 
seized  as  bad  characters.  Khoda  Boksh  was  placed  by 
her  as  Sotha,  and  she  told  him  that  the  young  Snbafadari 
jneaning  Feringeea,  should  go  to  her  home  with  her. 
Q._Wfay  did  she  call  bimSubabdar! 
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Dorgha. — 'We  all  oalled  him  Sabahdar  at  that  time, 
because  his  coasini  Aman,  was  oae  of  our  Sobabdars; 
and  becaase  he  was  a  handsome  yoan^  man,  and  looked 
like  a  man  of  rank,  whioh  was  nsefal  to  as. 

Q, — Had  any  thing  improper  taken  place  between  him 
and  the  yoan^  woman  ? 

/>or^Aa.— Certainly  not,  or  we  coold  nerer  have  killed 
her;  but  be  had  a  good  deal  of  conreriation  with  ber, 
and  she  had  taken  a  great  fancy  to  him.  She  was  very 
fair  and  beautiful,  and  we  should  never  have  killed  hM 
had  he  not  urged  us  to  do  so.  Khoda  Bukah  who  died 
lately  in  the  Saagor  jail,  and  whose  brother  Bostom  is 
with  Mr,  Wilson,  told  us  that  we  must  either  kill  her  or 
let  Feringeea  go  on  with  her.  He  would  not  consent  to 
this,  and  we  agreed  to  kill  ber. 

Q. — Who  strangled  her  ? 

Dorgha. — Madar  Buksh,  while  Khoda  Buksh  held  her 
down,  and  Feringeea  assisted  in  pulling  her  from  her 
palankeen. 

Feringeea. — Dorgha  knows  this  to  be  false  and  that  I 
was  not  in  sight  at  the  time. 

Dorgha. — 1  know  we  called  you  to  pacify  her  when 
she  got  alarmed,  and  I  think  I  saw  yon  assisting. 

Q.— Did  yon  strangle  the  young  woman  ? 

Madar  Buk$h.—\  did. 

Q. — Did  Feringeea  assist? 

Madar  Buksh.— No. 

Q. — Yon  were  then  a  young  man,  and  she  was  a  beau- 
lifnl  young  woman  (  bad  yon  no  pity  ? 

Madar  Buksh. — I  had,  but  1  bad  andertaken  the  duty, 
and  we  must  all  have  food.  I  bad  never  known  any  other 
means  of  gaining  it. 

Feringeea.— yfo  all  feel  pity  sometimes,  hut  the  goor 
of  the  Tnponee  changes  our  nature.  It  would  change  the 
nature  of  a  horse.    Let  any  man  once  taste  of  that  goor. 
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and  be  will  be  a  Thug  thongh  be  knov  all  the  trades 
nnd  bave  all  the  wealth  in  the  world.  I  never  wanted 
food ;  my  mother'a  family  was  opateat,  her  relations  high 
in  office.  I  bave  been  high  ia  office  myself,  and  became 
80  great  a  favorite  wherever  T  weat  that  I  was  snre  of 
promotioD ;  yet  I  was  always  miserable  while  absent  from 
my  gang,  add  obliged  to  retorn  to  Thuggee.  My  father 
made  me  taste  of  that  fatal  goor  when  I  was  yet  a  mere 
boy ;  and  if  I  were  to  live  a  thousand  years  I  ahanld 
never  he  able  to  follow  any  other  trade. 

Q. — Did  yon  hear  any  thing  aboot  the  bodies  and  the 
men  front  the  Fort  of  Ameergnr  ? 

Dorgka. — We  beard  afterwards  from  travellers  that 
tbey  were  taken  to  Neemnch,  and  charged  themselves 
with  the  mnrder  and  panished. 

Q. — And  yon  went  after  this  into  service  at  Cawnpore  ? 

Dorgka.  Yes — I  took  lands  at  rent  in  the  village  of 
the  Bebee  and  entered  her  service. 

Q. — Who  was  this  Mogbnianee  whom  yon  killed  l 

Feringeea. — She  had  belonged  to  the  family  of  Akoo 
Meean,  the  brother  of  Nowah  Ameer  Khan,  bat-having 
eloped  she  went  to  the  Neemnch  cantonments,  whence 
she  was  now  on  her  way  to  the  village  of  Ateer  near 
Agra. 

Q. — Yon,  Kaem  Khan,  were  wi^i  Rostnm  and  Khoda 
Bnksh  in  the  Dhosa  affair.  Relate  what  you  recollect  of  it? 

Kaem  KHan.^We  were  on  onr  way  from  Madhooraj- 
pore  to  Gwalier — a  gang  of  abont  forty  Tbngs  in  the 
month  of  March,  ten  years  ago — when  we  fell  in  with 
Bnnseelal,  the  son  of  Bhojanlal,  the  Cotwal  of  Sopnr. 
He  was  a  lad  of  abont  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  had 
with  him  two  Brabmnns,  one  Rajpoot  Sepahee  and  a 
■ervuit  of  the  Jat  cast,  and  was  going  to  Rewaree  to 
fetch  hia  bride.  One  of  the  Brahmnns  had  come  from 
2  D 
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Bewaree  to  acoompaDy  faisi.  They  came  and  took  npt 
their  qnarters  in  the  same  Sarae  with  db,  and  me  pre- 
tended to  be  gotn^  the  same  road.  The  next  morainff  we 
went  on  with  tbcm  to  Lolsont,  where  we  again  lodged 
together  in  the  Surae  of  Kosnl  Bhoteeara.  The  following 
day  we  went  on  to  Ramgar  with  them,  and  dience  Bbikka 
Jemadar  went  od  to  select  a  place  for  the  murder,  bat 
he  came  back  withont  finding  one  that  pleased  him,  and 
the  day  after  we  went  on  together  to  Dhosa.  We  had 
now  become  very  intimate  with  the  boy  and  bis  party, 
who  told  OS  all  their  secrets.  The  boy  lodged  in  the  shop 
of  a  Bnneea  who  had  been  long  in  league  with  ns,  while 
ire  lodged  in  the  Snrae  at  Dhosa.  and  in  the  afternoon 
Bhikka  went  on  again  to  select  a  bele.  He  chose  one  in 
the  bed  of  a  Nalsh  a  cose  and  half  distant,  and  the  five 
stranglera  luHMg  been  appointed,  we  set  oat  with  the  boy 
and  his  party  long  before  daylight  the  next  morning.  On 
reaching  the  place  appointed  they  were  persuaded  to  sit 
down  wtd  rest  themselves.  The  boy  sat  with  one  of  the 
Brahmuns  npon  a  carpet  that  we  had  spread  for  him,  and 
the  other  three  attendants  sat  down  npon  the  sand  at  a 
little  distance  from  them.  A  Shuvueea  took  his  seat  by 
the  side  of  each  of  the  five,  and  the  Bhm-totei  stood  eacb 
behind  his  intended  victim.  The  signal  was  given  by 
Rostnm  Khan,  and  all  five  were  immediately  strangled, 
the  boy  himself  by  Bhikka  Jemadar,  who  is  still  at  large, 
while  bis  hands  were  held  by  his  brother  Chnnda.  The 
bodies  were  boried  in  the  bed  of  the  Nalah.  While  they 
were  strangling  them,  the  fine  mare  on  which  the  yonth 
rode  ran  off,  and  while  we  were  engaged  in  recovering  her, 
Chanda  made  off  with  a  parse  (tf  Gold  Mobnrs,  which  he 
found  in  the  boy's  waist  band. 

Q. — Did  you  notretnro  to  Dboosa  soon  after  and  heard 
the  boys  friends  sevchiog  for  bin  1 
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Ka«m  Kkan. — Yes ;  we  came  back  to  Dboosa  lome 
time  sfler  and  heard  from  our  frieads  the  shop-keepers, 
that  the  bodies  had  been  dng  op  by  Jackals,  and  that  the 
friends  of  the  murdered  joath  were  then  at  Dhoosk 
enqnirinjr  about  him.  Going  to  the  Sane  we  foaad  the 
nnole  of  the  yooth  sitting  on  a  Chabootra  in  front  of  the 
door,  weeping  and  Ifunenting  the  loss  of  his  nephew. 
Q,— Did  not  the  father  die  of  grief  soon  after  t 
Kaem  Khan. — ^Yes.  He  oonld  never  be  persuaded  to 
eat  any  thing  after  he  learnt  the  fate  of  his  only  son,  and 
soon  died.  This  we  afterwards  learned  from  the  people  of 
Sooper  who  still  reoolleot  the  oironmstance  of  the  loss  of 
the  son  and  death  of  the  old  Cotwal.* 

Present    Tkukoru,  Ftringata,   Dorgka,   Iruunt, 
Xo/rur,    Kiaradte,    Nundun, 

Q. — Yott  were  I  believe,  Thokoree,  among  the  Thags 
arrested  after  the  mnrder  of  Lieat.  MonseU  in  the  end  of 
1813? 

Thukoree  Abeer. — I  was  and  we  were  kept  in  prison 
thirteen  months  and  horribly  maltreated. 

Q. — What  made  tbem  maltreat  yon  I 

T%uior«e. — To  get  money  from  as. 

Q...I— Then  those  who  paid  were  of  coarse  well  treated 
andr  released  t 

Tkukoree.— Hot  so ;  those  who  oonld  not  pay  were 
beaten  in  the  hopes  that  tbetr  friends  would  in  time  pay  ; 
and  those  who  paid,  were  beaten  in  the  hopes  that  their 
friends  would  be  made  in  time  to  pay  more. 

Q. — I  onderstand  that  soma  forty  Thags  died  from  the 
beating,  and  eonfinement  t 

•  9ta  Appendix  U  i— All  tbsl  is  here  Hated  is  stticUj  tme. 
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Thukorte.~-iio  ;  not  from  the  beatings  forty  or  more 
died,  bat  they  were  all  killed  by  a  great  Demon  that 
every  night  visited  onr  prigoa  and  killed  or  tortored 
some  one. 

All. — Yes ;  that  Demon  is  well  remembered  to  this  day, 
«e  have  all  heard  him  a  hundred  times  described  by  Uie 
Burvivors. 

Thukoree. — I  saw  him  only  once  myself.  I  was  awake 
while  all  the  rest  were  asleep ;  he  came  in  at  the  door,  and 
seemed  fo  swell  as  he  came  in  till  his  bead  tonched  the 
roof,  and  the  roof  was  very  high,  and  his  balk  became 
enormous.  I  prostrated  myself,  and  told  him  that  "  he 
"  was  onr  Parmesar,  (Great  God)  and  we  poor  helpless 
"  mortals  depending  entirely  upon  his  will."  This  pleased 
him,  and  he  passed  by  me ;  but  took  such  a  grasp  at  tbe 
nan  Mnngulee,  who  slept  by  my  side,  that  he  was  seized 
with  spasms  all  over  from  tbe  nape  of  the  neck  to  the  sole 
of  his  foot. 

Q,— Was  this  the  way  they  all  died  1 

Thuioree. — Yes ;  this  was  his  mode  of  annoying  tbem, 
and  bntfew  survived.  They  all  died  like  Unagulee.  Tbe; 
had  rheomatio  pains  and  spasms  all  over,  and  the  prison 
was  for  a  long  time  visited  by  him  every  night. 

Q.— Was  it  in  the  cold  and  rainy  season  t 

T%uti»-ee. — We  were  in  more  than  a  whole  year,  bat 
this  spirit  came  most  often  in  the  cold  and  rainy  weather. 

Q. — Who  seized  yoa  I 

Thukoree. — We  were  seized  by  Komere  and  Pnhar, 
Kuchvxthat,  and  Dnreeat  the  Ralhorer  Zameeadors. 

Feringeea. — Yes ;  and  not  a  soul  of  their  families  are 
now  left  to  pour  the  libation  at  their  faoeral  obsequies  ! 

T/tukoree. — Yes;  tbey  were  severely  pooighed  after- 
wards for  giving  us  so  much  annoyance. 

Q.-— By  whom  l 
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T(l«ior«e.— By  Davty. 

Q. — How  many  were  yoa  ? 

Thukoree.—\fe  wera  ODe  bsndred  and  thirty-three 
seized,  at  the  reqaisitioa  of  the  Mynporee  Magistrate, 
who  might  have  had  the  whole  if  he  liked,  bat  he  wanted 
only  foQT,  and  four  were  sent  to  him;  bat  the  only  evi- 
dence against  (hem  was  Aman,  the  father  of  Birjee,  who 
died  here  in  jail  after  the  Laoknadown  mnrders,  and  he 
became  so  mach  frightened  that  he  let  the  cap  of  Ganges 
water  fall  oat  of  his  hands  before  die  Magistrate,  who 
did  not  in  consequence  believe  him;  and  they  wereatl 
foar  released,  Ihoagh  they  were  all  present  at  the  marder 
of  Lieutenant  Uonsell.  One  was  Ruttee  Ram,  who  was 
fanng  at  Indore  1839,  and  for  whom  you  paid  a  thongaad 
rupees;  Baknt  hung  at  Sanger  1883;  Deena,  the  father 
of  Munohur,  approver,  and  Hnmam  a  Znmeeudar  of 
Muruae.  129  were  kept  la  confinement,  and  for  each  of 
these  men  139  rupees  were  taken.  They  got  above  six- 
teen thousand  rupees.  Fonrteen  thousand  of  them  were 
paid  to  the  Snbah  of  Nodha  Rae  Sing,  Havildar.  The 
very  day  that  the  money  was  paid  into  bis  Treasury,  his 
eon  and  a  fine  horse  of  his  died,  and  he  was  himself  taken 
ill.  He  w^  sommoned  to  Qwalior,  and  when  he  offered 
the  money  to  Doolat  Rae  Soindheea,  the  Bala  Bae,  the 
daughter  of  Madhajee  Scindheea,  whom  he  used  to  consult 
on  all  public  affairs,  told  him  that  her  father  owed  his  death 
to  the  execution  of  some  of  these  strange  people  at 
Muthara;  and  that  he  had  better  not  meddle  with  the 
money  that  Rae  Sing  had  so  foolishly  extorted  from  them ; 
that  it  was  money  acquired  by  marder,  and  that  those 
who  got  it  seemed  to  be  under  some  sapernatural  influ< 
ence,  Donlnt  Rae  told  Rae  Sing  to  give  away  all  the 
money  in  charity,  and  release  the  snrvivors.  He  did  so, 
bat  it  was  too  late— his  sickoess  and  misery  continaed 
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and  he  died.  Doalot  Rae  was  the  adopted  ion  of 
Madbajee  Scindheea;  Bala  Bae  was  his  real  daughter, 
and  a  very  vise  and  gtiod  womea. 

Q. — What  made  yoa  all  go  to  Nodha? 

Thutoree. — Mr.  Halhed  attacked  oar  villa^i,  and 
after  Lieatenant  Monsell  had  been  killed,  we  did  not 
think  oarselves  any  longer  safe.  Aman  Sing,  called  the 
Baw  Sahib,  was  the  chief  of  Nodha,  and  he  wanld  have 
protected  ni,  as  there  had  been  a  compact  between  at 
and  bU  family  ;  bnt  he  had  been  removed,  and  Bae  Sing 
sent  ns  the  Ami). 

Qr— What  were  the  villages  yon  occupied  in  Sindouse, 
and  Murnae  t 

'I%ttioree.—We  oooapied  sixteen  ont  of  the  fifty-two 
villages  of  Snrsaedhar,  and  the  sixteen  villages  of  Sin* 
donse,  most  of  which  we  formed  and  peopled.  All  these 
villages  ere  litaated  in  the  Delta  of  the  Sinde  and  the 
K<Aaree  rivers,  near  wehre  they  join  and  flow  together 
into  the  Jnmaa.* 

Q-— Whence  did  yon  come  to  occnpy  these  villaj^s  1 

Thukoree.^Tbe  Bnrsotes  and  some  other  of  the  ori- 
ginal Mahommadan  clans,  after  trying  to  establish  tfaem- 
telvea  at  Agra,  came  to  Akoopore  in  the  Dooab,  and 
were  protected  in  their  vocations  for  forty  years  fay  tba 
Goar  Rajah ;  bat  he  demanding  too  great  a  share  of  the 
booty,  they  lell  his  conntry,  and  came  to  Himmatpore  on 
the  bank,  of  Jamna,  and  took  np  their  abode  under  the 
protection  of  the  Sengnr  R^a  Juggummon  Sa,  from  whom 
the  fort  and  town  of  Jaggmnmunpore  derive  their  name.f 

*  Sm  Appendix  O. 

t  From  Juggamniun  S>  there  have  beco,  it  is  laid,  Pen  or  Pertab   Sft 

lili   ton,   Somera  Sa,   um  of   Pern   8a,  Rutnn   Sa,  »od  of  Somere  Sa, 

Rnkat,  loa  of  Rutnn,  aad  Hnhepat  Sa,  mb  of  Raknt— the  pnMal  Ha- 

Jsk,  who  hrida  Us  eUato  wdei  the  R^iah  at  Jbalono* 
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He  became  in  time  too  exorbitant  in  his  demands 
for  a  share  of  the  booty,  and  family  after  family  left 
lis  territory,  and  established  themselves  in  the  Par- 
leear,  on  Sindouse  pargana — some  occupying;  old,  and 
lome  forming  nev  villages,  and  in  time  they  con- 
ititnted  the  entire  population  of  the  greater  part,  onlti- 
atiag  all  the  lands  theraselres,  and  extending  their 
expeditions  annually  into  distant  ooantries.  At  all  these 
different  seats  the  old  clans  made  new  converts  from  ell 
casts  of  Hindoos,  Brahmnns,  Rajpoots,  Cowherds, 
Shepherds,  and  others. 

Feringeea. — My  ancestors  were  not  among  the  people 
who  came  this  way  to  Sindouse.  The  Fort  of  Sursae 
was  held  by  Rajt^s  of  the  Meoo  oast,  whence  the  term 
Hewatee.  The  BrebmuDsofthe  village  of  Tehngoor  serv- 
ed them  as  household  priests ;  and  when  one  of  these  Meoo 
Rajahs  went  to  wait  upon  the  Emperor  at  Delhi,  some 
of  these  Brahmuns  accompanied  him,  and  there  they 
vere  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  Thuggee:  and  on  their 
return  they  introduced  it  among  their  friends  at  Murnae 
and  other  places  in  the  Sursae  or  Omnree  pnrguna. 
Oar  great  progenitors  Seeam  and  Asa  wrat  to  Murnaa 
to  seek  employment  about  seven  generations  ago,  and 
were  there  married  into  the  Tehngooreea  families,  and 
became  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  Thnggee,  and  from 
that  time  it  has  descended  without  interruption  in  th« 
family.  Every  male  as  he  became  ofage,  became  a  Thug-. 
Q. — Is  this  true  Kharodee. 

Kharndee  and  Nundun. — This  has  been  believed  ever 
since  we  can  remember,  and  the  Kusbatee  and  Porasnr 
Brahmnns  in  the  same  way  married  into  Tehngooreea 
and  Kunonj  families,  and  became  Thugs  like  themselves. 
Thukorn. — The  Tehngoorceas  and  Konoqj  Brah* 
leuu  did  not  certainly  come  with  the  emigrant!  from 
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Agra.  They  were  Id  Sarsae  loog  before,  bnt  bow  they 
got  tbere  I  know  not. 

Feringeea.~-Tb0ie  was  a  Rajah  of  Kacbwaha  who  baa 
since  became  a  god.  His  image  is  still  worshipped  in  oar 
village  of  Murnae.  He  was  (he  Rajah  of  Lahae,  and  had 
three  sons  Rattan  Sing,  Anoord  Sing,  and  Mehngoo. 
Mehngoo  came  to  Rora^ow,  one  of  the  fifty-two  villages  of 
Sarsoe,  and  having  invited  ali  the  Meoo  chiefs  to  a  feast 
he  got  them  all  put  to  death,  and  established  himself  as 
JfUjah,  and  from  that  time  it  became  a  Kucbwaha  Rajpoot 
Raj.  The  Tehngoor  Brabmans  served  tbem  as  they  bad 
served  the  Meoo  R^jabs  as  hoasebold  priests.  Ratno 
Sing  reigned  over  Lalae  Mehngoo,  over  Snrsae,  and  the 
third  brother  over  Amaen. 

Q.— How  came  the  tax  of  S4  rupees  8  anas  to  be  first 
imposed  upon  yon  ? 

TAukoree. — Tbags  had  always  been  obliged  to  make 
ocoasiooal  presents  to  the  chiefs  and  beads  of  villages 
under  whose  protection  they  resided,  but  there  was  never 
any  fixed  rate  of  payment.  The  handsomest  horse,  sword 
or  ornament,  that  they  got  in  an  expedition  was  com- 
monly reserved  for  the  most  powerful  patron  of  the  order. 
At  last  two  of  the  ancestors  of  Feringeea,  Hirronloe 
and  Rae  Sing,  in  an  expedition  to  the  south  across  the 
Nurbudda  river  got  a  booty  worth  some  bnadred  and 
forty  thonsand  rupees.  Rae  Sing  had  secreted  one  of 
the  diamonds  which  weighed  a  rupee,  and  in  the  division 
of  the  spoil  on  their  return  home  a  qoarrel  ensued.  In 
bis  rage  Rae  Sing  said  to  Hirroalee,  "  that  a  man  who 
"  could  not  keep  his  mother  from  the  embraces  of  a 
"  tanner  of  hides  might  be  contented  with  what  others 
"  chose  to  give  bim."  Hirroalee  had  no  arms  on,  but 
oalliog  npon  bis  friend  Tetokee  Rajpoot  for  vengeance, 
he  stabbed  Rae  Sing  in  the  belly  with  his  spear.    HU 
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boweli  burst  oat,  bnt  we  got  a  ailrer  plate  applied  to  th«f 
wonod  and  Rae  Sing  recovered ;  bat  was  for  a  long  time 
obliged  to  wear  tbe  silver  plate.  Rae  Siag  went  to  the 
Bana  ofGofaud,  from  whom  he  got  (he  farm  of  tbe  castoms 
forooebandredand thirty  tboosaDdrapeei  ayear,  and  the 
farm  of  tbe  pargana  of  Omree  or  Snrsae  at  sixty  thon- 
sand.  He  induced  the  chief  of  Gohnd  to  invade  Sindoase, 
which  was  bnnied  to  the  gronnd,  and  from  that  tine  the 
Thug  families  were  made  to  pay  every  three  years  a  tax  of 
twenty-five  rupees  each.  Bae  Sing  sold  the  large  diamond 
afterwards  for  sixty-five  tfaoDsand  rupees ;  and  the  rest 
of  the  booty  was  estimated  at  sixty-seven  thousand. 

Hirroalee  went  off  to  the  Rajab  of  Rampora  Knleean 
Sing,  and  gave  him  a  present  of  foar  thousand  rupees  to 
espouse  his  quarrel.  He  got  in  return  the  village  of  Koor- 
cba,  granted  in  rent-free  tenure,  and  built  there  a  fine  well 
that  still  goes  by  his  name. 

Q.— -And  had  Hirronlee's  mother  gooa  off  with  tfaa 
Cbnmar  ? 

Feringeta.— It  u  too  trae^  she  went  off  with  the 
Cbnmar,  and  that  crlnie  has  accelerated  the  ruin  of  onr 
family. 

Q.— When  were  tbe  Sonars  murdered  at  Uarnae  ? 
Dorgha.~~-Whea  Rae  Sing  and  Hirronlee  brought 
home  the  great  booty,  they  sent  Dorgha  and  another 
Sonar  as  nsnal  to  fetch  merchants  from  Oode  to  buy  it. 
They  came  with  two  merchants  and  bought  a  good  dealt 
bat  Hirronlee's  wife  wanted  to  see  how  we  killed  people 
as  she  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  it,  and  they  were  all 
four  strangled  for  her  entertainment  I  have  beard. 

LatmtiH. — Not   so;  I  was  present  on  that  occasion; 

Hirronlee  had  been  dead  some  time,  when  the  Sonars  and 

two  merchants  came  to  bny   some  of  her  jewels,   which 

Hirroulee  had  secreted.    They  said  they  had  ready  money 

2  B 
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in  order  to  tempt  berto  sell  them  cheap,  and  the  widoir 
persuaded  some  of  her  friends  to  kill  them.  They  were 
strangled  and  baried,  bat  instead  of  seven  Ihonsand 
rnpees,  which  the  widow  expected,  we  got  only  seven 
handred.  Thefamiltesof  the  Sonars  made  a  great  noise 
when  they  coald  not  be  foand.  Knieean  Sing  Rajah,  of 
Rampoora,  came,  and  found  the  bodies,  plundered  the 
widow  aud  turned  her  oot  naked,  and  levied  a  fine  from 
all,  saying  that  now  we  had  began  to  mnrder  at  home  as 
well  as  abroad,  we  were  no  longer  deserving  of  favor. 

Inaent. — I  saw  the  widow  afterwards  begging  her  way 
through  Saugor,  and  she  died  of  starvation  at  Sehwas  in 
Bhopaul. 

Thukoree. — When  Sursae  and  Sindouse  came  under 
Gwalior,  the  Gwalior  amil  continued  to  levy  the  tax  npoa 
the  Thugs  through  Laljoo  Choudhnree  the  Znmeendar. 
He  divided  them  all  into  families,  and  each  family  was 
rated  at  24  rupees  8  annas  every  three  years,  upon  which 
he  OS  collector,  got  a  percentage.  But  in  his  accoonts 
rendered  to  the  amil  he  inserted,  as  one  family  nnder  the 
ostensible  head,  many  branches  who  had  separated  and 
from  whom  he  levied  the  tax  separately.  He  therefore 
collected  a  great  deal  more  than  he  accounted  for.  Laljoo 
after  the  murder  of  Lient.  Monsell,  was  imprisoned  in  the 
Bareilly  jail,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  Znmeendaree  of 
Sindouse  by  his  son  Santokerae,  The  purguna  of  Sindouse 
came  nnder  the  Company's  Government,  but  that  of  Sur- 
sea  continued  nnder  Gwalior.* 

Sheikh  Inaent. — After  ^e  attack  of  Mr.  Halbed  wo 
thought  that  part  of  the  country  very  unsafe,  and  a  great 
many  came  off  to  Bandeloond,  and  the  Bhopaal  and 
filarbadda  districts. 

*  8m  AppeadU  O. 
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Present  Inaent,  Dibba,  Mihrban,  Blieekun  Kkan 
and  others. 

Q. — Tell  me  all  yon  recollect  abont  the  expedition  in 
vbich  yoa  were  seized,  Inaeat  ? 

Sheikh  Intunt.~A.ftet  the  Doaehra  of  1829  several 
gangs  united  from  different  points  at  the  village  of  Kohpa, 
between  Jnbnlpore  and  Banda,  about  forty  from  the  dis- 
tricts of  Futtebgur  and  Cawnpore  under  Rambaksfa, 
Mihrban  and  others,  twelve  under  Bhola  Buneea  from 
Jbalone,  and  twenty-five  under  myself  from  Jhansee. 
We  intended  to  operate  that  season  apon  the  great  road 
from  lUirzapore  to  Jnbnlpore,  and  strike  off  to  that 
between  Sanger  and  Calpee  when  necessary.  We  came 
on  to  Sbahuagar,  and  there  leaving  the  main  body  I  cams 
on  with  Rambnksh,  Bhola,  and  fifteen  other  Tboga  to  the 
village  of  Pareyna  to  search  for  Bunij.  Here  we  met 
two  shop-keepers,  two  blacksmiths  and  a  Mnsniman 
tro&per,  on  their  way  from  the  Ducknn  to  the  Dooab  ; 
and  having  won  their  confidence  in  the  usual  manner  we 
sent  them  on  to  our  friends  with  four  of  our  party,  and  a 
message  to  say  that  they  would  find  them  worth  taking; 
at  nigbt  we  rejoined  the  main  body  and  found  Dibba 
Jemadar  entertaining  the  travellers.  We  set  oat  the  next 
morning  inteniling  fo  put  them  to  death  on  the  road  to 
Biseynee,  hot  we  foond  so  many  parties  of  Briojaras 
encamped  and  moving  along  that  road  that  we  could  not 
manage  it.'  The  next  morning  we  went  on  with  them 
from  Biseynee,  and  at  a  nalah  in  the  jungle  three  ooas 
distant  we  killed  them  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  bodies  were  buried  under  some  stones 
where  your  people  afterwards  found  them.  We  returned 
through  Biseynee  to  Shahnagnr,  and  thence  came  in  upoD 
the  great  road  to  Mirzapore  at  the  village  of  Sewagunge. 


,9  iizedoy  Google 


,  (    228    ) 

Id  the  evening  four  traTelterg  came  up  on  their  vey  from 
Jubulpore  to  Banda,  and  were  pergaaded  to  pass  the 
night  with  ns  on  the  bank  of  the  tank.  We  were  pre- 
paring to  go  on  with  them  after  the  third  watch  with  the 
intention  of  killing  them  on  the  road,  when  we  heard  th« 
Jhtkeea  (the  call  or  cry  of  the  hare)  a  dreadful  omen,  aad 
we  let  them  go  on  anmolested. 

Soon  after  fonr  Sipahees  of  the  73d  Regiment,  came  up 
aod  sat  down  at  the  fire  to  warm  themsetvea.  The 
Regiment  was  on  its  march  from  Jobalpore  to  Banda,  and 
the  four  Sipahees  wore  a  tittle  in  advance  of  it.  After 
some  coDverBation  they  went  oa,  and  we  prepared  to  set 
out,  having  thrown  into  the  fire  some  clothes  and  a  chure« 
(a  painted  stick  as  a  badge  of  office)  bolonging  to  the 
trooper  whom  we  had  murdered.  While  we  were  pre- 
paring, the  two  men  whom  yon  bad  sent  on  with  the 
regiment,  Dhnn  Sing  and  Douint,  came  up  and  sat  down 
to  warm  themselves.*  We  overheard  Doalnt  say  to 
Dhun  Sing  "  thig  stick  and  these  clothes  mnat  have 
belonged  to  murdered  men,  and  these  must  be  some  of  oar 
old  friends,  and  a  large  party  of  them,"  and  both  seemed 
to  be  alarmed  at  their  situation  as  they  were  then  alone. 
I  made  a  point  of  being  the  last  off,  and  my  brother 
Sheikh  Cfaond,  who  was  lately  hung,  had  already  mounted 
his  horse,  and  I  had  my  foot  in  the  stirrnp  when  they  saw 
part  of  the  advanced  guard  and  immediately  made  a  rash 
U  OUT  bridles.  We  drew  our  swords  but  it  was  too  late. 
Chand  Khan  jilmped  off  his  horse  and  made  off^  both  fell 
upon  me,  and  1  was  secured.     Had  Donlot  and  Dhnn 

■  DkoB  Sing  and  Doulal  were  two  apiwarers  nhon  1  got  rrom  Mr. 
Haddock  at  Scbore  in  IB88,  and  gent  off  with  Lieul.  Junes  SImidm, 
of  the  TId,  OD  his  mirch  froia  Jubulpori!  ti>  Banda  with  hii  Regiment,  in 
the  hope  oF  mesting  with  llie*e  gang*  on  the  greiil  roads  to  MirEipare, 
1  wu  then  in  the  ciril  charge  of  the  District  of  JubulpuK.—W.  U.  S. 
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Sing  called  oat  Thags,  the  gnard  might  have  seonrftd  » 
great  part  of  the  g>og,  bnt  they  appeared  to  be  panio 
ttrock,  and  nimble  to  speak.  By  this  time  the  Regimeot 
eam«  op,  and  fiading  some  of  the  remains  of  the  trooper's 
elotfaes  oD  the  fire,  the  European  officers  fonnd  it  difficult 
to  prevent  the  Sipahees  from  bayonettiog  toe  on  the  spoti 
I  pot  on  a  bold  face,  and  told  them  that  they  oaght  all  to 
be  aibaowd  of  themseUss  to  allow  a  native  gentlemoD  to 
be  thus  insalted  and  maltreated  on  the  high  zoad,  vtn4  (hat 
nothing  but  the  dread  of  the  sane  rnffianlj  treatment  bad 
made  my  friends  ran  off  and  leave  me.  I  had  three 
brothers  in  that  gang;  they  were  all  afterwards  takes; 
two  have  been  hang  and  the  third  is  here. 

Q, — What  did  yoa  do  after  Sheikh  Inaeot  had  been 
taken ^ 

BheekuH  Khan. — We  Mosolmans  of  bis  gang  took  the 
road  to  Biseynee  thioagh  Belehree  ;  the  Dooab  men  went 
off  on  the  road  to  Mirzapore,  and  Bhola  and  hia  party  west 
t»  their  homes.  While  we  were  resting  at  a  village  two 
eose  on  the  other  side  of  Beleheree,  in  this  district,  two 
carriersof  Ganges  water,  two  tailors  and  a  woman  came 
op  on  their  way  to  Banda,  and  having  rested  and  taken 
some  refreshments  with  us,  they  went  od  io  our  company 
to  Shabnagar,  where  we  passed  the  night,  and  the  nest 
day  we  went  on  together  to  Biseynee,  where  we  fell  in 
with  two  other  travellers  on  their  way  to  Banda.  These 
two  men  we  found  so  poor  that  we  tried  to  get  rid  of  them, 
as  they  might  be  some  obstacle  to  our  designs  open  the 
five,  and  coald  yield  ns  nothing.  We  tried  to  get  off 
witboot  waking  them,  bnt  in  vain ;  they  got  ap  and  we 
tried  to  persuade  them  that  it  was  two  soon  for  them  to 
set  out,  hot  in  vain.  We  then  sent  four  of  oar  party  wiMi 
orders  to  take  them  along  the  high  road  while  we  strnck 
off  on  the  bye  path  by  which  we  osoally  took  oor  victims 
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on  that  road.  They  soon  after  got  alarmod,  aad  inBisted 
tipon  being  taken  to  the  main  body  which  they  had  seen 
strike  off  to  the  right.  The  fonr  Thngs  were  obliged  to 
conseot,  and  they  soon  overtook  as.  It  was  now  deter- 
mined that  they  also  should  die,  and^ix  of  oar  party  were 
desired  to  attend  them  and  move  on  a  little  faster  than  the 
main  body  to  the  ualafa  in  the  jangle,  where  we  osualiy 
killed  people.  We  slackened  oar  pace,  and  as  soon  as 
the  six  men  reached  the  nalah  they  put  the  two  men  to 
death,  and  concealed  their  bodies  till  we  came  np,  when 
the  other  five  persons  were  strangled  ;  and  the  bodies  of 
all  seven  were  buried  under  the  stones  near  the  place 
where  we  had  buried  the  five  men  whom  we  killed  in  oar 
advance,  and  where  we  the  next  year  killed  the  five 
Byragees  and  the  Sipahee.  All  these  eighteen  bodies  I 
painted  out  to  Chundee-deen,  Subahdar  of  the  4th  Regi- 
ment, whom  yon  sent  with  me  from  Saogor  in  1833.* 
From  the  two  poor  men  we  got  only  one  rupee ;  but  from 
the  others  we  got  two  hundred  ;  and  in  the  division 
Chand  Khan  and  Dniele,  who  have  been  hung  at  Saugor, 
took  the  share  of  their  brother  Seikh  Inaent  who  had  been 
arrested  by  the  73d  Regiment. 

Q.. — Is  this  true  ? 

Sheikh  Inaent. — I  believe  so;  they  gave  my  share  to  my 
wife. 

Q. — And  what  did  you  Dooab  Thugs  do  in  yonr  flight? 

Dibba, — We  did  not  rest  till  we  had  got  thirty  miles  in 
advance  of  the  Regiment  on  the  Mirzapore  road.  W« 
then  batted  and  spent  the  night  at  a  small  village,  and  were 
going  on  again  the  next  morning  when  we  fell  in  with 
four  Gosaens,  a  Brahmnn  and  a  Rajpoot,  on  their  way 
from  Hydrabad  to  Mirzapore.     They  went  on  with  ns  to 

'  Theie  bodiea  were  ill  Ukea  op  by  tlie  parly  under  the  Subahdu. 
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OmDrpatnn  in  Bewa,  whence  we  set  oat  with  them  befora 
daylight,  and  oa  reaching  the  place  that  had  been  chosen 
the  evening  before  they  were  all  six  strangled.  It  was 
aboQt  an  boor  before  daylight.  After  we  had  examined 
the  booty  and  made  the  grave,  we  went  to  take  up  the 
bodies,  bnt  one'  of  the  six  got  np  and  tried  to  run  away. 
Be  had  got  off  aboat  a  hnndred  yards  when  he  was  over- 
taken and  strangled  again. 

Q, — Did  he  not  call  out  1 

Miherhan. — Yes ;  bnt  be  had  been  so  much  hart  in  the 
neck  the  first  time  that  he  could  not  be  heard  at  any 
distance;  and  we  had  no  sooner  brought  his  body  back, 
and  pat  it  down  among  the  others,  than  we  heard  the 
servants  of  Captain  Nicoison  coming  up.*  The  Captain 
was  coming  from  Mirzapore,  and  was  to  encamp  that  day 
at  Omnrpatnm.  As  soon  as  we  heard  his  servants  coming 
up  we  all  made  off,  leaving  the  bodies  unboried ;  a  white 
pony  belonging  to  Esnree  Jemadar  got  loose  and  raa 
towards  the  servants,  who  called  out  to  know  whose  it 
was;  and  thinking  they  omst  come  tip  before  we  could 
dispose  of  the  bodies  we  made  off.  and  lefit  the  pony 
behind  ns.  Whether  they  discovered  the  bodies  or  not 
I  do  not  know ;  but  Uie  people  of  the  town  mnst  have 
seen  them, 

Q. — Had  the  man  been  able  to  raise  his  voice,  the  ser^ 
vants  mnst,  yon  think,  have  heard  him  ? 

JlfiAer&aR.— Certainly.  They  were  within  hearing  at 
the  time. 

Q. — Who  strangled  the  man  who  attempted  to  ran  off? 

Miherban. — Dibba  and  two  of  bis  men  went  after  him, 
and  strangled  him. 

*  Captain  ■nd  Mra.  Nicolion  c*ma  that  morning;  to  Omarpataai,  on 
their  hrj  from  Mirzapore  to  Jnbulpare.  ViJa  hii  letter  la  m;  addreit 
«(tha  Wh  Dec.  1899— Appendix  J. 
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Dibba. — That  is  not  true.  Persand,  who  is  now  with 
Hr.  WiUoD,  and  Dojja,  who  is  still  at  large,  cat  hiu 
down  with  their  swords.     We  did  not  strangle  him. 

Q. — Did  not  part  of  yoor  gangs  after  tba  arrest  of 
Sheikh  Inaent  proceed  and  join  that  of  Feringeea  between 
Sangor  and  Bhopanl  ? 

Zolfukar. — When  Inaent  was  seized  I  was  with  a  gang 
of  twenty-fonr  Thugs  at  Shahougnr  coming  up  with  the 
others.  Mahnmnd  Bnksh  was  with  another  of  seven  at 
Biseynee.  Ebola  Bnneea  in  his  flight  eame  np  and  told  ns 
of  Inoent's  arrest.  We  went  as  fast  as  we  coald  through 
Sangor  towards  Bhopanl,  and  at  Sebara  we  fell  in  with 
Feringeea  coming  from  Bhopanl  with  a  gang  of  forty 
Tbags.  He  retomed  with  as  and  we  proceeded  to 
Bhopaal  wiUioat  killing  any  person.  From  Bfaopaol  we 
retraced  onr  steps  towards  Saogor,  and  at  Omaree  fell  in 
with  the  Fursee  and  bis  servant  and  two  Bnneeas  whom 
we  killed.  Bat  before  we  killed  them  we  had  fallen  in 
with  a  gang  of  eighteen  Lodlues  from  the  Dooah,  and 
having  shared  in  the  booty,  they  left  ns  to  operate  npon 
the  Seronge  roads.  We  had  also  fallen  in  with  Noor 
Khan  Jemadar  and  bis  gang  of  seven  men,  and  they  also 
■bared  in  the  booty  of  the  Farsee. 

After  the  Lodhies  leftns,  we  came  on  to  Bhilsa  where 
we  fell  in  with  the  three  men  and  two  women,  whom  we 
killed  near  Manora,  Ramdeen  Sipahee  of  Bhopanl  and 
his  mother  on  their  way  home  to  Banda,  a  bearer,  his 
wife  and  brother.  Coming  on  to  Baghrode  we  fell  in  with 
two  men  who  told  ub  that  three  of  their  companions  bad 
been  pidndered  by  robbers,  and  were  behind.  We  came  on 
to  Bahadarpore  with  them,  and  killed  them  between  that 
place  and  the  village  of  Mirzapore.  We  had  left  people 
to  detain  the  three  who  were  coming  up  as  we  thonght 
they  could  have  nothing  left  after  the  robbery,    Tbey 
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asked  after  their  two  companions,  and  we  told  them  that 
they  were  pushing  on  as  fast  as  they  coald  for  Saugor. 

We  now  strack  off  apon  the  Hoshan^fabad  road,  and 
at  Belebra  met  Mabamod  Baksb's  gang  of  seven  Thags, 
and  went  on  to  Raoeepore,  where  we  killed  two  men,  and 
another  at  Knrbeya  Khera.  Here  to  onr  great  surprise 
and  consternation,  my  mare  dropped  a  foal,  and  we  all 
oame  under  ibe  Eetuk,  all  contaminated  alike ;  we  separat- 
ed to  retnrn  home.  T  with  a  party  of  about  thirty  came 
through  Bisbnokera,  Bbopaol,  Bbilsa  and  Sanger  home, 

Mahamud  Buksh. — Near  Bagrode  three  bearers  and 
a  Bbistee  came  np  while  we  were  washing  ourselves  in 
the  stream,  on  tbeir  way  from  BhopanI  to  Sangor,  and  told 
ns,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  that  they  bad  seen  your 
guard  seize  a  number  of  people  very  like  as  near  BhiUa. 
We  knew  it  must  be  Feringeea's  party,  and  fearing  that 
these  men  woold  get  as  also  seized  on  the  road,  we  killed 
them  and  got  home  all  safe. 

Feringeea. — We  were  bathing  at  a  river  fonr  cose  this 
side  of  Bhilsa  when  I  heard  directly  over  my  head  the 
Chireya.  I  was  much  alarmed,  and  Kurhora,  who  is  an 
excellent  angur,  told  me  tbat  I  oaght  to  take  the  gang 
back  on  the  Gnnj  Basoda  road  immediately  after  so  bad 
an  omen  ;  bat  I  determined  open  coming  on  towards 
Sanger  two  cose  to  the  village  of  Moree.  On  reaching 
this  place  I  tied  my  horse  to  a  tree,  and  went  into  the 
village  to  talk  with  the  Putel,  leaving  the  gang  near  the 
horse.  While  talking  with  him  I  heard  a  great  uproar 
and  saw  my  horse  rnnning  towards  the  village,  and  on 
going  to  catch  btm  saw  your  Nujeebs  seizing  and  bind- 
ing my  gang.  There  were  forty,  bat  they  secured  only 
twenty-eigbt.  1  made  off  as  I  was  half  dressed  and  got 
home,  and  twelve  of  my  gang  escaped.  Had  I  attended 
to  Knrhora's  advice  you  would  have  had  oone  of  as, 
3  V 
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kDotber  proor  of  tbe  efficacy  of  omens  if  attended  to4 
My  adopted  bod  Hurreea,  and  Habadeo  pointed  oat  tfae 
bodies  of  most  of  the  people  whom  we  murdered  in  that 
expedition ;  the  rest  were  taken  ap  by  Zolfukar  himself 
last  year. 

Mahatuud  Buksh.^It  was  a  very  nnfortanate  expedi- 
tion. At  JBiseynee  we  fell  in  witb  some  travellers,  and 
shonld  have  secured  them,  bat  when  Zolfukar  came  up, 
Bbola,  who  is  always  talking,  conid  not  help  saying  in 
Rajiuuee.^"  After  all  we  shall  not  go  home  without 
"  something  to  please  onr  wives  and  children."  Tbe 
travellers  heard,  snspected  oor  designs,  left  our  encamp- 
ment on  the  bank  of  the  tank,  and  went  into  the  village. 
This  was  onr  first  banij  (merchandize)  and  to  lose  it 
thus  was  a  bad  omen :  it  was  in  fact  like  being  seiaed. 
Then  came  the  murder  of  the  women  at  Manora,  and  to 
browti  tbe  whole,  the  fotding  of  Zolfukar'$  mare  whick 
hrought  us  all  undtr  the  Eetuk.  Every  thing  seemed  to 
go  wrong  with  as  that  season,  and  I  often  proposed  to 
return  home  and  open  the  expedition  anew,  bat  I  was 
unhappily  over-ruled. 

Q, — How  did  the  gnard  of  Nnjeebs  pass  without 
seeing  you  ? 

Mahamud  Buksh. — We  have  never  been  able  to  un- 
derstand. We  came  the  direct  road  to  Saagor  and  they 
passed  ng  on  Uiat  road  in  advancing  to  Bhilsa.  We 
never  saw  them,  nor  did  they  see  us. 

Q. — How  did  yon  afterwards  allow  yonrself  to  be 
taken? 

Feringeea. — Having  lived  among  the  clans  of  Riy- 
pootana  and  Telingana  for  years  together,  I  sbonld  have 
gone  off  to  some  of  them,  but  yon  bad  secured  ray 
mother,  wife  and  child.  I  conId  not  forsake  them — wma 
always  enquiring  after  them,  and  affording  my  putaaeri 
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the  means  or  tracing  me.  I  knew  not  wbiit  iodigniliei 
my  wife  sod  mother  might  snffer.  Conld  I  have  felt 
Becare  that  they  woald  anffer  none,  1  should  not  have 
l>een  taken. 

Q, — Yoa  were  in  General  Ochterlony'a  service  for 
some  time.     How  did  that  happen  ? 

Ferin^ea.-~Jlij  consin,  Aman  Sing  Sabadsr,  after  the 
death  of  hit  brother,  JDnreear,  and  my  father,  Pnrasram, 
became  oar  gaardian.  Hia  mother  was  one  of  the  firit 
families  in  the  coantry,  and  her  sister's  son,  Jhnndee 
alias  Gnnga  Sing,  had  the  command  of  two  Regiments 
at  Kotah,  Having  no  sons  of  his  own,  he  asked  Aman 
to  give  him  either  me  or  Phoolsa,  theson  of  Dnreear, 
for  whom  yon  have  offered  two  hnodred  rupees,  for 
adoption,  as  he  bad  great  wealtb  and  no  child  to  leave  it 
to.  He  anspected  Aman  to  be  a  Ibief,  but  knew  not  that 
be  was  a  leader  of  assassins,  or  be  wonld  have  bad 
nothing  to  say  to  as. 

Q. — But  did  not  Amao's  mother  know  tbat  he  was  so  I 

Ferin^eect.— Not  till  long  after  abe  was  married,  and 
from  tbat  time  she  was  never  suffered  to  visit  her  sister. 
Phoolsa  wonld  not  consent  to  live  with  Gnnga  Sing 
Kaplan,  nor  ahonld  I,  had  I  not  had  a  dispute  with  Amaa 
while  oat  on  a  Tbng  expedition.  I  went  to  him,  and  he 
became  very  fond  of  me,  and  got  me  made  a  Snbahdar 
in  the  Grenadier  Company  of  the  Baldeo  Regiment.  I 
conld  not  live  without  some  of  my  old  Tbag  friends,  and 
got  Rambuksh  my  oonsin,  for  whom  you  have  oO'ered  live 
hundred  rupees,  enlisted  and  made  a  Havildar  on  my 
own  security  for  bis  good  conduct.  He  was  always  a 
very  loose  character,  and  when  Gunga  Sing  went  to 
Oudeepore  with  his  two  Regiments  as  the  body  guard 
of  the  yonng  Queen,  who  was  the  daughter  of  the  Kotah 
Chief,  Rambaksh  sedooed  a  young  widow,  the  daughter 
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of  one  of  the  most  respectable  baokerB  of  the  city,  wfa« 
become  pregnaot.  As  sooq  as  the  intrigue  was  dis- 
ooveredj  she  ponnded  and  ate  the  diamond  of  her  owa 
ring,  or  something  of  the  kind,  and  died,  and  Rambaksh 
was  obliged  to  fly  to  save  his  life  which  was  demanded  by 
her  family  of  the  Chief.  Having  given  secarity  for  his 
good  condoot,  I  thought  my  own  heed  in  danger,  and  fled 
to  fioondee,  where  I  contrived  to  get  into  the  service  of 
Major  Tod,  recommended  to  him  by  the  Post  Master 
BS  a  yoang  man  of  high  birth  and  great  promise.  On 
going  to  meet  General  Ochterlony  at  Bfaeelwara  soon 
after,  he  reoommeaded  me  to  him,  and  he  made  me 
jemadar  of  Harcaras.  I  attended  him  to  Dfeibi  and  to 
Ajmere,  whence  he  sent  me  in  charge  of  the  Post  Office 
peons  to  Rewaree.  From  this  place  I  was  sent  with  foor 
peons  to  attend  a  young  lady  of  the  General's  family  from 
Delhi  to  Calcutta.  Her  escort  consisted  of  a  Havildar, 
a  Naek,  and  twenty  Sipahees,  under  the  command  of 
Bhowanee  Sing,  Jemadar  of  the  local  regiment.  We 
reached  Mothara  without  any  accident,  and  lodged  in 
Colonel  Gunge.  At  night  Bhowanee  Sing  was  caught  in 
an  awkward  position  with  one  of  the  young  lady's  women, 
and  dreading  the  vengeance  of  the  General,  he  and  all  bis 
guard  fled.  He  roused  me,  told  me  what  had  happened, 
and  advised  me  to  go  off  witfa  him  and  try  our  fortunes 
with  Annjeet  Sing.  This  I  declined  ;  hot  hearing  that 
my  cousin  Aman  Subahdor  had  gone  that  season  with  his 
gang  into  Bajpootana,  I  started,  and  passing  through 
Biudone  and  Beeana,  joined  them  at  Karaulee,  after 
having  been  absent  from  him  some  years.  Itvras  I  believe 
the  year  after  I  rejoined  Aman  that  my  gang  was  arrested 
at  Kotah,  and  Uiat  we  killed  Ashraf  Khan,  the  Sabahdar 
Major  of  the  4tb  Cavalry  and  his  party.  From  that  time 
till  I  was  taken,  or  about  ten  yearsj  I  was  always  out  with 
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ay  gang  except  in  the  season  of  tbe  rains  ;  and  for  several 
even  of  these  seasous  we  were  oat  in  Rajpootana,  where 
the  rains  offer  little  impediment.  Indeed  in  the  western 
parts  of  Rajpootana  Thugs  have  an  ad  vantage  in  the  rainy 
season,  as  at  the  other  seasons  the  most  wealthy  travellers 
move  along  in  wheeled  carriages,  and  cannot  be  so  easily 
managed  as  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  to  which  mode  of 
travelling  they  are  obliged  to  have  reoonrse  in  the  raini. 

Q. — 'Is  Ganga  Sing  still  living  I 

Feringtaa. — No,  I  have  jnst  heard  from  Jowahir,  one  of 
the  Thags  whom  Lieatenaut  Briggs  has  sent  in,  that  he 
died  four  years  ago  at  Oadeepore. 

Q.^Did  yonr  wife  know  that  yon  were  a  Thag  ? 

ferm^cea.— Neither  she  nor  her  family  knew  it  till  yon 
seized  her  and  had  her  brought  to  Jnbnipore,  where  she 
fonnd  poor  Jhnrhoo  and  the  other  members  of  my  gang 
taken  at  Bhilsa.  Her  family  are  of  the  aristocracy  of 
Jhansee  and  Somtar,  as  yon  may  know. 

Q, — Do  not  the  Briojaras  often  perpetrate  mnrder  in 
their  encampments  ? 

Feringeea. — 3uit  before  the  twenty-sis  of  my  gang 
were  taken  by  yon  at  Bhilsa,  and  before  Zolfakar  joined 
OS,  we  were  cooking  oar  dinner  in  the  afternoon  at  a 
village  three  cose  this  side  of  Sehore,  when  five  travellers 
came  op  on  their  way  to  Bhiiaa.  We  tried  to  prevail 
upon  them  to  wait  for  as,  bnt  they  went  on,  saying  they 
shonid  spend  the  night  at  Birora,  %  village  four  cose 
farther  on.  We  made  snre  of  seonring  them  at  Hirora, 
and  remained  where  we  were  to  dine.  We  reached 
Hirora  abont  nine  at  night,  and  searched  all  tbe 
village  in  vain  for  the  travellers.  We  knew  that  tbe; 
mast  either  have  saspected  oar  designs,  or  been  dis- 
posed of  by  other  Thngs  on  the  road ;  and  I  recollected 
that  about  three  miies  from   Hirora  we  had  passed  a 
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'  BriDJara  encampment.  lo  the  morniDg  I  went  back  with 
a  few  followers,  and  there  foand  a  horse  and  a  pony  that 
we  had  seen  with  ibe  five  travellers.  "  What  have  yoa 
"  done  with  the  five  travellers,  my  good  friends.  Yon 
'*  have  taken  from  ns  our  merchandise  V  "  Bnaij,"  said 
X  in  Knmasee.  They  apologized  for  what  they  had 
done;  said  they  did  not  know  we  were  after  them,  and 
offered  to  share  the  booty  with  os  ;  bat  I  said  we  had  no 
fair  claim  to  a  share,  since  none  of  onr' party  were  pre- 
sent at  the  loading — (killing).  We  left  them  and  came 
on  to  BhilsB  where  we  mctyonr  party  of  Nnjeebs. 

Q. — And  these   Briojaree  Thags  are  rarely  seized  or 


Sahib  KAan,  ofTelingana. — How  can  their  deeds  be 
known.  They  do  all  their  work  themselves.  They  live 
in  the  desert  and  work  in  the  desert  We  live  in  villages, 
and  cannot  do  onr  work  without  the  convenience  and  ' 
support  of  the  farmers  who  hold,  and  theinfluenlial  men 
who  occupy  them.  Local  antfaorities  of  all  kinds  and 
degrees  mast  be  conciliated  by  ns4  bnt  these  men  are 
relieved  from  all  this  cost  and  trouble  by  foregoing  the 
pleasure  of  other  men's  society,  and  the  comforts  of  a 
fixed  habitation.     They  are  wiser  men  than  we  are ! 

Morlee. — I  was  one  day  walking  with  some  of  onr 
party  near  Jeypore  by  an  encampment  of  wealthy  mer- 
chants from  the  westward,  who  wore  very  high  turbans. 
1  observed  to  my  pleads  as  we  passed  "  what  enormous 
turbans  these  men  wear !"  UEing  onr  mysliok  term 
Aghcuee.  The  most  respectable  among  them  came  up 
immediately  and  invited  us  to  sit  down  with  them,  saying. 
*•  cny  good  friends,  we  are  of  your  fraternity,  thongh  our 
"  Aghaaees  are  not  the  same."  They  told  us  that  they 
were  now  opulent  merchants,  and  independent  of 
Thuggee,  the  trade  by  whisb  they  had  chiefly  aoqaired 
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tJwif  wealth ;  bat  that  they  still  did  s  little  occasioaally 
when  they  foend  io  a  suitable  place  a  Brdij  worth 
taking ;  bat  tbat  they  were  dow  beyond  specnlating  in 
trifles !  We  were  kiDdly  enterlaioed,  aad  maoh  pleased 
with  oar  new  frieods,  l>at  left  them  tbe  same  day,  and  I 
have  uerer  met  any  mta  of  tbe  kind  sioce.  Tbe  ootnmod 
Moltaoee  Thags,  who  strangle  men  with  the  thongs 
vbieh  they  ase  in  driving  their  bollocka,  we  have  often 
met.  They  are  to  be  fonod  all  over  India,  bat  aboand 
most  to  the  north-west. 

Q.— What— «moag  the  Sieks  ? 

Morlte. — ^Yes;<but  they  are  not  themselves  Sieks. 
They  are  what  we  call  Multanee  Thugs  chiefly. 

Q. — Have  you  ever  known  a  Siek  Tbog  ? 

J(for/ee.— Never.  I  never  saw  a  Siek  take  to  Thuggee; 

Sahib  Khan.—\  know  Ram  Sing  Siek  :  be  was  a  noted 
Thag  leader — a  very  shrewd  man.  He  resided  and  still 
resides  at  BM-banpore,  and  nsed  to  act  with  Ram  Sing 
(who  was  bang  here  at  Jnbalpore  last  month)  and  Rama 
Dheemur,  and  Mohan  Sing,  son  of  Pahar  Sing  of  Poona. 
He  served  with  tbe  celebrated  Sheikh  Dalloo  as  aPia- 
daree  for  some  years  after  be  had  become  distinguished 
as  a  Tbag,  bnt  retaroed  to  Thuggee,  and  acted  with  his 
eld  associates  for  two  years  about  Borhanpore,  when  he 
went  off  again  and  joined  Sbeikb  Dnlloo,  He  sold  Dolloo 
a  very  6ofl  horse,  for  which  he  could  never  get  payment; 
and  as  he  wanted  money  he  got  annoyed.  A  large  re- 
ward bad  then  been  offered  by  the  Company  for  Dulloo's 
bead.  He  left  bim  for  a  month  or  two,  and  on  coming 
back,  Dalloo  who  was  annoyed  at  his  importunity,  in- 
■tead  of  advancing  to  embrace  bim  as  nsnal,  merely  got 
up  from  his  charpae  (couch)  and  put  one  foot  upon  the 
floor  keeping  the  otbw  upon  tbe  oonoh.  That  slight 
decided  bis  fate.     Ram  Sing  had  been  long  thinking  of 
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the  reward,  and  he  now  determined  to  win  it.  He  killed 
Sheikh  Dnlloo  either  that  night  or  the  night  following, 
and  took  his  head  to  Colonel  Seyer  at  Elicbpore.  The 
Colonel  said  that  he  was  sorry  so  brave  a  man  should 
have  heen  killed  in  so  cowardly  a  manner,  and  sent  Ram 
Sing  to  get  his  reward  from  Dhnnraj  Seth  at  Omrowtee. 
Dhanraj  knew  that  Bam  Sing  was  the  Tfaag  who  had  mur- 
dered a  party  of  his  treasure  bearers.  He  arrested  hint, 
and  soon  after  got  hold  of  his  friends  Pahar  Sing,  his  son 
Mohan  Sing,  and  Rama  Dheemar.  They  soon  after 
made  their  escape  from  prison,  and  Ram  Sing  is  now 
at  his  old  trade  in  Berhampore.  He  never  either  got 
paid  for  his  horse,  or  for  the  mnrder  of  Sheikh  Dnlloo.* 

Q, — How  often  bad  you  been  on  Thuggee  before  yon 
BBW  a  mnrder. 

Sheikh  Jnaent. — It  was  on  my  retarn  from  the  first 
expedition  which  1  made  with  my  father  to  the  Dnckun, 
when  I  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  about  thirty  five 
years  ago.  We  were  a  gang  of  about  eighty  or  ninety 
Thugs  under  my  father  Hioga  and  some  of  the  Dnoknn 
chiefs,  lodged  in  the  Maasolenm  outside  of  the  town  of 
Elichpore.  Two  of  our  leaders,  Gomboo  lind  Laljoo,  on 
going  into  the  Bazar  fell  in  with  the  Grooms  of  the 
Nawab  Subjee  Khan,  the  nncle  of  the  Nawab  of  BbopanI 
Wozeer  Mohommnd  Khan,  who  told  them  that  their 

*  Extract  ef  a  LtUtt  fnm  Litutnant  GraJhum,  Atottant  Magi*trat*  i* 
EhiaieUh,  It  Iht  adirtu  of  Captata  W.  H.  SUewum,  dattd  Ike  bth 
Novtmber  IBIS. 

"  Of  the  otber  Tbng*    nentioDed   ai    rsiiding   aboat   BochanporB, 

Ram    Sing  died  at  Dhoobn,  four  yean  ago  ;  fae  was  the  penon  who 

KOTtlcred  the  famoni  Piadarre  Chief  Shaikh  Dnilab,    od  whole  hskd 

a  rewu4  of  1S,000  RnpM*  wm  placed." 

(Troe  Eitreel) 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN,  GnwMJ  8KptHntt»4aU. 
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Master  had  beeo  with  hu  son  and  bis  two  hondred  horse 
ID  the  service  of  the  Ninun  at  Hydrabad;  and  havinj; 
had  a  quarrel  with  his  son  he  was  now  on  bis  way  home 
to  BhopaaL  They  came  back  and  reported  ;  and  Dulele 
Khan  and  Kbaleel  Khan  and  other  leaders  of  fame 
went  and  introduced  themselves  to  the  Nawab,  pretend- 
ing tliat  tbey  had  been  to  the  Dnckan  with  horses  for  sale, 
and  were  now  on  their  way  back  to  Hindostiu.  He  was 
pleased  with  their  address  uid  appearance,  and  itavited 
them  to  return  the  next  day,  which  they  did  ;  and  the 
following  day  he  set  oat  with  as  many  of  oar  gang  as  it 
was  Ifaooght  safe  to  exhibit.  He  had  two  grooms,  two 
troopers,  and  a  slave  girl,  two  horses  and  a  mare  with  s 
wonod  in  the  neck,  and  a  pony.  The  slave  girls'  duty  was 
to  prepare  for  him  bis  daily  potion  of  Sabzee,  and  he  told 
OS  that  be  bad  got  the  name  of  Snbaee  Khan  from  the 
qoaatity  of  that  drog  which  he  was  acoastomed  to  drink. 
We  came  on  together  three  stages,  and  daring  the 
fonrth  stage  we  came  to  an  extensive  jangle  this  side  of 
Dfaoba,  and  in  the  Baltool  district ;  and  on  reaching  a 
ttalab  abont  nine  o'clock  Kbaleel  said,  "  Khan  Sahib,  we 
«  have  bad  a  fatigaing  joarney,  and  we  had  better  rest 
"  here,  and  take  looie  refreshment,"  "  By  all  means, 
"  said  the  Nawab,  I  feel  a  little  fatigned  and  will  take 
"  my  Sahzee  here."  He  dismonnted,  laid  his  sword  and 
shield  npon  the  groand,  spread  his  carpet  and  sat  down. 
Dalele  and  Kfaaleel  sat  down  by  his  side  while  the  girl 
was  preparing  his  potion  of  which  he  invited  these  two 
men,  as  oar  supposed  chiefs,  to  partake ;  and  the  grooms 
were  engaged  with  the  horses,  and  the  troopers  were 
smoking  their  pipes  at  a  distance.  It  had  been  deter* 
mined  that  the  Nawab  should  be  first  secnred,  for  he  was 
a  powerfal  man,  and  if  he  bad  a  moments  warning  he 
woald  certainly  bave  cot  down  some  of  the  gang  befor« 
2  o 
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they  ooald  secare  him.  LaQoo  also  vent  and  sat  near 
bim,  while  Oomanee  stood  behind  and  seemed  to  be  mneb 
interested  in  the  conversation.  All  bein^  now  ready  tbe 
signal  was  giveo,  and  the  Nawab  was  strangled  bj 
-Gomuiee,  while  Laljoo  and  Bnlale  held  his  legs.  As 
soon  as  the  others  saw  the  Nawab  secured  they  fell  apoB 
bis  atteadants,  and  all  were  strangled,  and  their  bodies 
were  baried  in  the  bed  of  the  water  coarse.  On  going 
back  to  Elicbpore,  Gomaaoe  sold  the  Nawab's  shield  for 
eight  rnpees,  but  it  was  worth  so  much  more  that  tbe 
people  snspected  him,  and  came  to  our  camp  to  search 
for  him.  Oar  spies  bronghtas  timely  notiee  and  we  ood- 
'oealed  fain  nnder  the  housioga  of  onr  horses. 

Q, — What  was  the  oaaie  of  the  qoarrel  l>etween  him 
and  his  son  ? 

Intunt. — The  son  in  a  passion  had  drawn  his  sword 
and  cat  the  Nawab's  ferorite  mare  over  the  neck.  A 
quarrel  ensoed,  and  he  left  his  son  in  oharge  of  tbe 
sqnadron  of  horse  to  return  to  Bbopanl.* 

Q.— And  this  was  the  Brst  murder  yon  evoi  witnessed ! 

Ineuat. — ^This  was    the  first,  and  it  made  a  great 
impressioo  apon  my  mind,  and  yon  may  rely  npoo  the 
correctness  of  what  I  state  regarding  iL 
.    Q.I— Was  this  long  before  the  Dbooma  afiair  ? 

IiUMttt. — Lo«g :  the  Dbooma  afiiir  took  place  only 
about  twenty-three  years  ago. 

Q. — What  gangs  were  in  that  afiair  ? 

Jnaent.— There  were  a  great  many  both  from  Hindos- 
tan  and  the  Dncknn.  We  had  couoentrated  at  Chonrae 
in  tbe  Seoaee  district  between  Uiis  and  Nagpore,  awl 
were    at    least    three    hnndred    Thngs,    and    had    jnst 

■  Itefer««ce  hmTiUs  bMU  nwle  la  tb«  Court  af  Bbopanl  lbraii(b  Dm 
F*UliodAgntilUsatoi7UImadtab«9aitatfM.— Sw  ARMdiz   ft. 
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performed  the  conoloding  ceremoatet  of  the  festival 
of  the  Mohnrram,  when  a  pmrty  of  sbont  twentyaerea 
persons,  decoits  I  balieve,  came  ap  an  their  way  froa 
the  Dacknn  to  Hindoostan.  They  had  four  poaies  tadea 
with  rich  booty  wluch  they  bad  acqnired  io  an  expeditioa 
to  the  flontfa.  The  following  day  th^  cama  os  to 
Chnpara,  and  we  followed.  They  lodged  ia  the  town,  wo 
OBtside.  Bodhoo  Jemadar  Moaalman,  calling  himself 
Koar  Kbulnok  Sing,  and  preteadin^  to  be  a  Hindoo  of 
rank,  went  to  the  party  and  told  them  that  the  road  front 
Chnpara  passed  throng  an  extensiTe  and  rery  dang;er- 
ons  jungle,*  and  begged  that  for  secarity  we  night  anite 
onr  parties,  as  we  were  merobants  and  Government 
urTants,  and  not  very  well  armed.  They  agreed,  and 
the  next  montiog  one  hundred  and  twenty-fire  of  our 
gang  went  on  with  them,  while  the  rieat  oame  by 
another  road,  all  agreeing  to  rendezvoas  at  Natware,  in 
the  valley  of  the  Nnrbndda. 

I  was  with  the  125,  and  on  reaching  two  trees  in  the 
jungle  aacred  to  the  two  saints  Cfaittureea  and  Kan- 
knreea,  and  on  which  people  tie  pieces  of  cloth  as  votive 
offerings,  the  sigaal  was  given,  and  sixteen  of  the  decoiii 
were  strangled  and  eleven  cut  down  with  oar  swords. 
We  took  the  bodies  into  the  jungle  near  the  road,  and 
without  burying  them,  made  off  with  the  booty,  and  re- 
joined oar  friends  at  Nutwara.  The  boo^  consisted  of 
gold,  silver  and  clotha,  to  the  valae  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand rupees.  We  went  on  to  Kntnngee,  divided  the 
booty,  and  separated.  The  Dackun  Thugs  reterned 
home,  and  we  oame  with  a  party  of  eighty  to  Jubulpore, 

■  Tbi«  eiteiuiTs  joDglc  wu  one  of  their  "  MaUbur  Belw,"  arfavorita 
.pliCM  ef  murdar,  irhera  Ibejr  na«d  cTcrj  j«ar  Io  kill  «  smtmtaj 
trsvtUen. 
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tod  encamped  in  the  Beohar'i  grove  which  yon  see 
yonder,  where  we  had  a  grand  Xatch  (ball). 

While  engaged  in  oar  fea«t,  we  heard  that  the  Sabah 
of  the  district  was  sending  troops  to  seize  as,  aod  wo 
made  off.  When  the  signal  for  the  murder  was  given  a 
bo;  happened  to  be  unperoeived  at  a  distance  from  the 
rest,  and  hearing  their  screams,  he  got  np  into  a  tree, 
and  saw  ibe  whole  a&ir  without  our  seeing  him,  as  it  was 
daylight.  After  we  had  come  on,  he  descended,  came 
on  to  Jubolpore,  and  found  some  of  onr  party  selling 
some  of  their  gold  lace  in  the  Bazar,  and  deaoanced  us 
to  the  Governor.  We  all  denied  any  knowledge  of  the 
affair  of  course,  but  the  Subab  got  hold  of  the  adopted- 
son  of  Khnleel  Jemadar,  tied  faim  up  to  a  tree,  and  gavs 
him  a  severe  flogging.  Kbuleel  protested  against  this, 
and  said  he  had  better  send  for  swords  and  have  us  all 
cut  to  pieces  at  once.  The  Sabah  would  not  listen,  and 
at  last  the  boy  confessed.  The  seven  leaders  were  con- 
fined in  the  fort.  The  others  all  in  the  Beohar's  house, 
but  after  having  been  made  to  disgorge  all  their  property, 
they  were  all  suffered  to  escape,  except  three  leaders, 
Hinga,  my  father  Koleel,  and  Mnrdan :  the  two  latter 
were  sent  to  Nagpore,  where  the  Rajah  released  them. 
My  father  Hinga  bad  broken  bis  back  in  jumping  over 
the  fort  wall,  and  Mardan  sprained  bis  ankle, 

Q, — Were  you  all  taken  in  the  grove  ? 

Inaeni.—No.  We  bad  got  off  on  the  Sanger  road  to 
Kntungee,  bat  the  Sohah  sent  a  sqnadron  of  horse  after 
OS,  and  we  were  all  brought  back.  It  was  commanded 
by  Khan  Mabomad,  the  present  Cotwal  of  Sangor.  Nasid 
of  Telingana  was  in  this  affair. 

Q.— Is  this  trne ! 

2Va«i>. — All  true;  and  I  was  obliged  to  give  the  chief 
officer  at  Katungee  a  fine  horse,  and  some  other  valoabla 
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articles  (hat  I  had  picked  ap  od  this  expedition,  as  I 
foand  he  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  and  well  dis- 
posed towards  ns  as  long  as  be  was  veil  conciliated  ia 
this  way.  I  had  got  far  off  with  my  gang  before  the 
Subah's  party  came  op  after  the  rest. 

Inaent — Pnramsook  waa  then  master  of  the  Adalut 
here,  and  all  oar  property  had  to  pass  throa^h  his  hands. 
He  was  ao  old  friend  of  onrs,  and  mnst  recollect  tha 
circamstance  well.* 

Q. — ^What  makes  yon  think  the  party  were  deceits  ? 

Inaent. — Some  deceits  from  the  west,  who  have  been 
confined  for  foarteea  years  in  the  Sanger  jail,  (old  us 
while  we  were  there  last  year,  that  a  party  of  theirs  had 
been  killed  about  that  time  near  Chnpara  on  their  way 
back  from  the  Dnckan.  They  most  have  learnt  it  from 
Uie  boy  who  escaped. 

Q. — Were  Bodhoo's  nose  and  hands  cut  off  before  this 
affair  ? 

Inaent. — No— A  year  or  two  after  at  Seronge.  He 
went  to  Stockwell  Sahib  who  sent  him  to  Jhalone,  where 
the  R^a  put  him  to  death,  by  making  elephants  walk 
over  him.     A  very  dear  man  was  Bodhoo  ! 

Q.— What  were  the  circnmstancea  that  made  yon  fly 
to  the  Camatic  ? 

Sahib  Khan. — It  was  about  twelve  years  ago  that 
my  own  gang  of  fourteen,  and  another  of  twenty-five 
nnder  Jomal  Khan,  Seodeen,  and  Fakeer  Mahom- 
madf  in  an  expedition  between  Aumngabad  and  Elich- 
pore,  joined  in  the  murder  of  a  Sabahdar,  his  servant, 

■  ParamiDok,  nliD  is  now  a  hiad  alJMontj  at  Jubalpore,  being 
referred  to,  confirnii  h11  thii,  bat  deniea  tiie  friendihip.  He  told  the  pro- 
perty he  isTi  for  the  then  gorerDnieDl,  uid  not  lot  bimtelf  or  Ihe  Thogi. 
H«   «ai  B   litad  of  DiptUy  Ck^f  Juliet  el  the  tine,  ind  in  leagae  with 
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fl&d  tvo  Rajpooti  at  a  Bowlee  near  Chandae,  Th* 
bodies  were  tied  sp  ia  blankett  and  thrown  iotb 
the  Bowlee.  Goin^  on  towards  Jhidna  we  fell  in 
with  a  Marwaree  takin^f  tnrbaas  for  sale  to  Jhaloaf 
and  near  Phaleegow  we  strangled  bim  ;  bat  getting  only 
a  rnpee  each,  we  agreed  to  go  od  and  wait  in  the  JFhdna 
cantonments  till  we  coald  find  a  Bunij  more  worth  taking. 
We  had  however  no  sooner  come  to  this  resolution,  ajlter 
discassiog  over  oar  plans  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  than  we 
heard  the  dire  Chimmatiia  on  our  right  We  all  started 
ip,  end  with  my  gang  I  instantly  retreated.  Jnmal  Khan 
however  ventured  to  take  his  gang  on  towards  Jhalnn  ia 
■pile  of  this  warning.  We  came  to  Omrowtee  where  wo 
odebrated  the  Mohnrram,  after  wfaioh  I  retarned  to  my 
home  at  Nandair,  where  I  heard  that  Jnmal,  on  reaching 
Jaferabad,  had  got  drnnk  in  a  spirit  shop  and  been  seized 
with  die  Snbahdar^s  Doopntta  upon  him,  by  some  of 
Captain  Sherriff's  ranuers.*  He  gave  ioformatiDn  against 
Syad-alee,  and  be  against  others,  till  fourteen  of  his  gang 
were  arrested.  The  four  bodies  were  taken  oat  of  the 
Bowlee,  and  parties  were  sent  off  to  Mi^or  Parker,  who 
commanded  at  Hingolee,  with  information  against  me  and 
My  gao;.  I  kept  myself  well  informed  of  all  these 
proceedings,  and  conlinned  to  cultivate  my  fields. 
Eleven  of  Jamal  Khan's  gang  having  been  hung,  and 
seeing  no  longer  any  chance  of  escape  at  home,  f  fled. 
My  wife  and  children,  and  my  brother  Bureea,  and 
brother-in-law  Chand  Khim,  were  seized  and  taken  to 
H^jor  Parker,  who  released  the  women  and  children.  I 
went  first  to  my  uncle  Townknl  Sah,  a  celebrated  Fnkeer 
and  Thog,  bnt  not  yet  suspected,  and  fearing  to  implicate 
him,  I  proceeded  soon  after  to  Golbnrga  to  my  cousin 
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Sahib  Kkan  Jeraadar.  I  fonnd  that  he,  Rnsool  Khan, 
Hyder  Khao,  and  other  Tbogs  of  bis  party  had  been 
aeized  and  taken  to  Hydrabad.  Aa  soon  as  the  women 
•nw  me,  they  wept  bitterly,  and  having  beard  the  tale  of 
my  miafortDoe,  faia  wife  took  me  the  next  day  to  Oobergee, 
eigbl  cose  distant,  in  the  hope  of  fiading  some  Thugs  with 
wbom  I  might  serve  and  earn  my  bread.  They  wer« 
absent  on  an  expedition,  and  I  left  ber,  and  went  tn 
]f  uheeoknlga,  where  I  met  Lnngotee  Jemadar,  an  old 
follower  of  my  father's.  Be  made  me  dine  with  him ; 
and  after  dinner  he  told  me  that  he  intended  ta  take  the 
auspices  in  a  few  days,  and  if  the  omens  proved  fa«or> 
Ithle,  slionld  take  ont  his  gang,  and  me  with  them.  I  told 
bim  that  I  should  be  glad  to  join  him,  but  that  I  would 
n«t  consent  to  recognise  him  as  my  chi^,  by  paying  hin 
the  fees  of  office,  as  Jemadar,  like  the  other  memlters  of 
his  gang.  He  said  he  would  take  me  on  no  other  condi^ 
tions.  1  expostulated  with  him,  and  as  Peer  Khan,  the 
brother  of  Chand  Khan,  was  with  me,  I  said  that  he  must 
set  aside  both  oar  shares  before  the  general  division ;  and 
asked  him  whether  he  had  so  far  forgotten  the  obligatioBB 
be  owed  to  my  father,  who  had  initiated  him,  as  to  have 
the  impadeace  to  demand  tokens  of  subjeotioa  from  ik» 
aon.  "  Give  ns,"  I  said,  "  onr  shares  separately,  and  then 
"  divide  the  spoil  with  yonr  gang,  and  take  your  fees  n 
"  leader,  for  I  will  never  consent  to  pay  yon  any."  He 
said  it  wooJd  be  a  bad  preoedent,  and  lover  him  in  A* 
estimation  of  his  followers  ;  and  having  refnsed  to  join 
him  OD  any  other  terms,  I  proceeded  to  Korergee,  where 
Sahib  Khan,  the  husband  of  my  sistw,  resided,  and  served 
in  the  gang  of  Nobee  Sahib  Jemwlar,  On  our  way  we 
spent  one  evening  at'Hi^jgeera  with  the  families  of  Babb 
Jemadar,  and  eleven  other  Thugs  of  note,  who  had  been 
for  some  time  in  prison  at  Amba,  and  aie   now  with 
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Captain  Beynolds.  On  reaching  Korergee  ire  found  my 
broffaer-io-law,  who  had  been  sent  home  by  Nabee  Sehib 
with  a  booty  of  seven  thousand  rnpeea.  Nubee  Sahib 
being  abent  on  an  expedition,  be  reoommended  me  to  go 
to  the  great  leader  Sahib  Khan  of  Kaknrmalia.  I  did  so, 
and  found  his  brother  Sooltan  at  home.  I  told  bim  the 
story  of  our  nusfortnnes,  and  he  consoled  me,  and  told  me 
that  though  Thngs  were  getting  seized  all  aronnd  them, 
they  were  as  yet  secure,  and  had  still  a  few  hundred  good 
men  for  work.  Sahib  Khan  soon  after  returned  from 
market,  received  me  very  kindly  and  made  me  dine  with 
him.  While  at  dinner,  however,  we  heard  the  Orut- 
putkolee,  which  is  considered  a  very  bad  omen  in  the  Sontb^ 
and  Sahib  Khan  told  me  that  I  onght  immediately  to  return 
to  my  home  after  such  an  omen  ;  bat  that  as  this  wai 
impossible  under  present  circumstances,  I  must  leave  his 
house,  sleep  in  another  village,  and  return  in  the  morning. 
I  and  Peer  Khan  did  so.  We  remained  with  him  six 
weeks,  aod  were  so  kindly  treated  that  we  foi^t  all  oar 
misfortaDeB.  He  consented  to  comply  with  my  conditions, 
and  not  to  exact  from  us  two  bis  fees  as  leader.  With 
a  gang  of  sixty  Thngs  we  proceeded  a  cose  to  the 
Tillage  of  Dewamatjee,  where  we  waited  eight  days  for 
favorable  omens.  Having  got  tbem,  sixteen  old  men 
and  boys  were  sent  home,  and  the  expedition  was  opened 
by  forty-six.  It  is  the  custom  in  the  Carnatic  to  take 
out  all  the  old  men  and  boys  to  the  first  stage  where  the 
aaspioes  are  taken,  and  when  the  omens  are  favorable  to 
■end  them  back.  When  they  get  booty,  Xhey  take  what 
is  necessary  for  the  stibststeDce  of  the  gang,  and  send  all 
the  rest  to  the  house  of  the  leader,  where  it  remains  till 
the  gang  returns,  when  it  is  divided,  and  the  boys  and 
old  men  who  are  sent  back,  have  an  equal  share  of  it 
with,  the  others  who  go  od.    The  same  castom  prevalla 
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unon^  the  Thugs  from  Arcot,  who  are  aaid  to  have  taken 
it  from  them. 

We  proceeded  to  a  Tillage  near  Dharwar  which  we 
reached  in  eight  days,  and  tbere  met  the  e/reat  Sheikh 
Ahmed,  the  Tbag  leader  from  Arcot,  with  his  gang  of 
fifty.  Going  on  to  Dharwar  together,  the  two  leaders 
divided  the  whole  into  two  separate  gangs,  one  under 
these  two  leaders  to  operate  on  tite  road  to  Poona,  and 
the  other  QoderNathoo,  and  Siijee  Khan,*  the  brother  of 
Sheikh  Ahmed,  and  Sooltan,  the  brother  of  Sahih  Khan, 
towards  Kaggar.  We  were  all  to  rendezvous  at  Echora 
at  the  end  of  a  month. 

After  killing  a  good  many  travellers  and  getting  a 
good  deal  of  booty,  which  was  all  sent  as  taken  to  the 
house  of  Sahib  Khan,  we  all  reunited  at  the  appointed 
place,  and  remained  together  two  days,  when  onr  divi- 
sion took  the  road  to  Naraenpath,  and  the  other  that  to 
Dharwar.  On  the  bank  of  the  Bhimra  river  we  got  a 
prize  of  twelve  thousand  mpees  worth  of  silk  from  six 
men,  and  Teturoed  home.  Seven  days  after  onr  retnni, 
seven  of  the  other  division  came  and  reported  that  in  a 
dmoken  brawl  at  Dharwar,  the  secret  of  their  proceedings 
had  been  disclosed,  and  all  the  division,  except  themselves, 
arrested  ;  and  as  a  good  maoy  had  turned  King's  eviden- 
ces, we  might  soon  expect  a  guard  down  npon  us. 

Having  heard  that  my  consin  and  bis  gang  had  been 
released  at  Hydrabad  and  come  wiUi  their  families  to 
Korergee,  1  went  and  joined  them ;  and  Sahib  Khan  left 
his  bouse  at  KnknrmuUa  in  charge  of  his  brother  Meeaa 
Sahib,  who  was  not  suspected,  and  concealed  himself  with 


*  Thit  DBn  h**,  I  belkve,  bem   tDKil«  oTcr  (o  Llenl.  Elwall  by  th« 

AnthoritiM  st  fintttra,  when  h«  has  been  id  priion  eier  ilnce  tbi*  cspe- 

dUiM,  Sept  ts».  w.  H.  a. 

ft  B 
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an  old  friead  ia  oor  neigliboiirhood,  K  guard  came  from 
Dharwar,  seized  Meeao  Sahib,  and  so  maltreated  hin, 
in  order  to  make  him  point  out  hit  brother,  that  he  threw 
hiiBself  into  a  well  and  was  killed. 

Alanned,  I  and  my  consiD  and  hu  party,  with  all  their 
families,  went  to  Golburga,  aod  leaving  the  women  aod 
children  there,  with  a  small  gang  went  to  Hydrabad,  for 
we  bad  now  oothiog  to  subsist  npon.  Near  Bamnabad 
we  foond  a  traveller  washing  himself  in  the  stream.  He 
was  strangled  and  his  body  left  npon  the  sand.  The 
rains  had  now  set  in,  and  going  on  beyond  Akelee  we 
found  a  traveller  waiting  on  the  bank  of  a  river  for  some 
one  to  assist  bin  over.  He  was  persaaded  to  go  np  the 
stream  a  little  off  the  road  for  a  better  ford,  and  there 
strangled.  We  went  to  Hydrabad,  and  Aence  obbo 
back  tfaroogb  Akelee  to  Nowta  Moshtnree,  killing  two 
men  on  the  road  ;  and  here  we  met  Sheikh  Ahmed,  the 
great  Arcot  leader,  with  a  small  party  of  twelve.  He 
told  as  that  Sabtb  Kban  had  been  arrested,*  and  all  the 
booty  of  onr  late  expedition  taken  by  the  Government 
gnards.  The  next  morniDg  he  left  ng  for  Hydrabad; 
and  on  onr  way  to  Goibnrga  we  for  three  sncoessive  days 
continued  to  fall  in  with  small  parses  of  Sheikh  Ahmed's 
gang  following  each  other  at  long  intervals.  My  consin 
and  his  party  changed  their  abodes  from  Golbur^a  to 
£rtalee  ia  Bedor;  and  taking  my  family  I  went  to 
Knnkee  and  entered  into  the  service  of  Dhornmdass,  the 
Amil  on  the  part  of  Chnndoolal  the  minister.  He  em- 
ployed me  to  make  the  collections  of  two  villages  for 
him,  and  I  resolved  to  leave  off  Tboggee,  at  least  for  a 

*  Sakib  Khan  aid  liii  brother  Soaltan  bftn  beta  jut  ■»!«  «T«r  to 
LienL  Elwall,  hMinc  bcca  ever  linea  the  event  here  deicribed,  pri- 
SMwn  ia  the  rort  of  Saltan,  in  tfaePoautetritarr,  Sept  18U.  W.H.S. 
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Gme.  lAlag  tbe  colleotions  to  Hydnbad,  two  yvara 
after  this,  I  met  Sheikh  Ahmed,  who  asked  me  Aow  many 
Tkugt  I  had  with  mt.  I  told  my  atory,  aad  be  nen- 
tiwied  that  oar  old  frieod  Sahib  Khan  of  Kakarmalla, 
was  confined  in  the  Fort  of  Sattara,  bat  (hat  be  woald 
•ffect  bis  release  whate?er  it  might  cost  bim.  He  tooD 
left  me,  and  I  coald  perceive  that  he  diatrostad  me.  One 
of  bis  followers,  however,  Hoseyn  Khan,  told  me  that 
they  had  dow  all  established  themselves  comfortably 
aboBt  Nalgonda  on  the  rsad  to  Masniipatam ;  and  in 
r«tDm  I  bid  him  tell  his  chief  that  he  need  not  fear  me.* 

■  BxInKlfientktNaTTMlntrfllitlattTluiggm  ExptditioH  ef  Sahib  Kltn 
JtMadar,Uilie»brfart  LunUnamt  Elw^Iol  SAobpiirc,  mA&pt.  1B16. 
Aboal  eight  or  aioe  moDthi  aflsr  tbii  time  deftoMmt  ud  MeLkdoow 
Sthib,  Sahib  Khaa  RBhmatmllKh  aad  HooheeodMo  Jeniular,  wilk 
furl}  foUowen,  Mt  oat  on  ■  Thoggee  espeditioa  towutli  (ha  CuBkMg, 
and  haltad  for  the  aigfat  at  the  vUlage  of  ■'  Gornnllie."  On  the  laine  d«j 
Sheikh  Ahaed  Arcatlee,  Jamadar,  with  Oufibor  Khan  hia  brother,  aiMl 
Oiman  Ehan  Jenadar,  with  Ibeir  fbllDwsn,  arrJTed  at  Ue  Tillage  of 
"  Gobarargee,"  aboot  two  cofi  froH  "  Gornnllie,"  and  botb  parties 
■tuUng  in  the  raoniiiig  mat  on  the  road  to  the  Caraalio  and  went  oa 
together,  and  after  fonr  daja  airiTad  at  Jabnlpoor  in  the  Compaay'i 
tarriloriei,  nhrre  ire  paiacd  tha  night,  and  hating  cDMsltAd  tegether, 
•Krted  to  divid*  into  two  bodiei,  and  it  waa  lattled  that  tron  n;  Toiloirfra 
Mnkhdoom  Sahib  Jemadar,  Sahib  Khan  Rahmiitwallah,  and  MoohM- 
odeen  Jaaiadar  and  liiteea  Mpofi,  ihould  accompanj  the  Arcolteei,  and 
Sheikb  Abm«d  Jamadar  and  10  Arcottee  raIlo««n,  accampanled  im 
towardi  Pooaah,  while  the  othrr  party  went  towardi  the  Caraatlv. 
After  three  daji  deponent  arriisd  nt  "  Eroor"  «n  the  Kriahnn  river 
when  thera  wna  a  fkir.  Depooeat  i laid  there  and  Sheikh  Ahmed  west 
on  towarda  Joknl,  and  tbont  two  cow  from  "  Emtr,"  fell  in  with  two 
Hindoo Jewellen  who  wereaaaled  on  the  bank  of  a  itream  drinking 
water.  Having  fonnd  ODtwhatthelTaiellerahad  with  then,  thej  ttrangled 
then  Md  burled  the  bodim  carelaulj.  Deponeot  arrived  whila  the; 
were  bnrjing  them.  Wa  got  from  the  mnrdered  trvvellen  a  dahbn  of 
pearls  and  other  Jewell,  which  wars  of  large  lalne,  and  lent  them 
kome  in  cbarge  offuurof  oar  men.  We  arrived  onnelvcB  in  Ibree  dtya 
•I  Sui^ulee  on  the  Pondeipoor  road,  at  tbe  lanio  tine  with  foar  Hindo* 
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Q. — Bat  yon  bare  not  told  me  mhy  Sbeikh  Ahmed  left 
Arcot? 

Sahib  Khan. — I  have  oerer  been  to  Arcot.  and  met 
them  for  the  first  time  near  Dharwar.     They  nsed  often 

(ndsra  with  a  pou;  lotd  of  ololb,  who  ncre  goiag  from  Jkaliu  (o 
Kalapoor,  >nd  Sheikh  Ahmed  haTing  intmaatml  himMlf  into  their 
mcquaintBDce  wcdI  on  with  them  to  "  WitninTTt,"  nbere  they  hailed 
•ear  a  Hiodoo  Dtwal,  Depooent  alio  cime  there  and  joined  Sheikb 
Abmud  in  Iha  eTeoias  and  we  elaid  the  nigbt  there.  Id  the  morning 
Sheikh  Ahmed  and  the  othera  went  on  with  the  Beiparlea,  and  about  a 
mile  from  the  place,  in  a  dry  nullah,  itraogled  the  IraTellen  and  baried 
their  bodie«.  I  came  np  aHer  the  morder.  We  g«t  from  the  tiaTetlera 
the  following  properly  :  IS  Embroidered  Doputtas,  9  Sitk  ScarTl, 
anbroidered,  45  Re.  weight  of  Gold  Thread,  and  isa  Turban di,  which 
we  lent  home  with  6  nen  and  want  on  to  Hirich  Taj  G«an,  when  the 
fhir  of  Khoja  Shnmna  Heenin  Sahib"  was  heiig  held  ;  we  law  the 
fair  and  then  went  toward!  home,  and  arri*ad  at  a  Tillage  on  ths 
Kriehna  RiTer,  where  fonr  Hindoo  traden,  in  the  lerrice  of  ume 
Saokar,  with  three  bullock i  laden  with  silk,  had  pnt  ap.  We  lUid 
there,  and  the  next  momioK  the  Jemadar  Sheikh  Ahiaed,,weDt  on  with 
the  Beipariei,  aad  abonl  a  co»  from  thence,  io  a  dry  nnllah,  mnideied 
and  buried  them,  and  takbs  the  property  went  tonarda  home.  Sheikh 
Ahmed  Jemadar  took  half  the  ailki  home  with  him  to  Chilmnllah, 
in  the  Nizam'i  conntry,  and  the  Kit  I  took  with  me. 

The  other  party  which  lapuated  fram  ni  at "  Janipar"  and  went 
lowardi  the  Camatic,  baTiog  reached  Acegra  in  the  Dharwar  DialricI, 
hailed  there.  At  ttaie  lime  in  the  cantonment  of  Hoohlee  ■  DecoiUeo 
had  taken  place,  and  the  Police  leeing  the  Tbagi  there,  inapeeted 
them,  and  they  were  immediately  leized  and  taken  to  Dharwar.  "Hie 
Aomil  then  enqaind  conceraing  the  Thngi,  and  one  of  the  Arcotlea 
follower*  Huned  Hahnmud  Khan,  coafeued  aod  told  that  Shiekh  Ahmed 
Jemadar  li*ad  at  Chilmnllah,  and  Sahib  Khan  Jemadar  (deponent)  at 
Knkurmnllah,  and  that  the  penona  aeleed  were  the  followen  of  ths 
two  Jamadan'.  I  hearing  that  March  wai  making  for  me  and  Sheikh 
Ahmed,  left  my  home  mmI  went  and  staid  at  the  Tillage  of  Neem  Nnllle. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Sircar's  people,  by  order  of  Hr.  J.  Manro, 
cane  to  my  house,  and  ordered  my  brother  Heean  Khaa  to  lell  "where 
I  waai  be  aaid  that  I  had  left  the  Tillage.  They  thinking  he  waa 
•peaklag  faliely,  began  to  kick  and  beat  him  till  he  said  be  would  tell 
whan  hii  broAer  WW|  vA  takiiig  the  Police  people  with  hiai  enlaid* 
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to  talk  of  Arcot,  and  of  their  having  been  obliged  some 
years  before  to  leave  it  by  a  hot  paraait  kept  up  by  some 

the  Tillage  into  k  garden  where  there  w«t  ft  Baolee,  he  watched  hi* 
oppoTtaoilj  and  threw  himwlf  in  and  wm  drowned.  Mj  other  (bl- 
lawen  being  frightened  fled  the  village  and  came  to  me  at  Nrem 
Nuliie,  and  about  flfleen  daja  afterwarda  the  Police,  haTing  got  in- 
form ati  an  of  our  being  tliera,  canie  and  seized  ui,  and  took  ni  before 
Hr.  John  MuDro  at  Hungolee.  The  uoderoientiooed  property  wae 
•aiud  in  idt  honie  and  aent  in  b;  Oobind  Sobhajee  Pumdit  and  Dewan 
Bamchand  Rao,  Moonaifdar  of  Keolkuoundghre  : 
List  iif  Prapertf  ;  vix. 

No-  No. 

Silk, bnodlei,..      S      Daul,    S 

Gold  Threador  Knllabattoo,  Swords  or  Tolwari,  &c 14 

bundlea,  4      Maiquetf 9 

Bntlooah,  wt.  aarerat  Stonet,      1      Dopntlab IS 

Dsbba  with  Pearl* 1      Silk  Scarfs  or  Somla, 9 

Uorse S      Turband 156 

The  three  Harses  were  aold  and  their  price  waa  giran  to  m;  father 
and  family,  aod  afterwarda  Nuraing  Ba  Resinldar  waa  ordered  b;  the 
GaDlleman  to  giro  them  their  omamenta  and  brass  veaaela,  jic.  as  ttao  a 
quantit;  of  grain  of  difftrent  sorts,  of  the  valae  of  sboat  100  Rupees  ; 
about  this  time  Mr.  Jolm  Munro  was  shot  at  the  fi^ht  al  Ktltoor,  and  the 
Ressoldar  sent  mjaelf,  m;  brother  Shtikh  DouwU  and  Sona  Khan, 
Sheikh  Emam  Sahib  and  Shelkb  Haoasein,  follower*  of  Sheikh  Ahmed 
ArcDttee  Jemadar  (in  all  five  persons)  to  Pando  Rung  Subadar  at  . 
Beejapoor,  bnt  the  jewels,  &c.  were  not  sent.  We  were  kept  twenty 
daji  there,  and  Iben  sent  to  Satlara,  where  we  have  been  imprisoned  for 
tweWe  years;  when  we  had  been  there  about  three  months,  Aproop  Kbao, 
Mean  Khan,  and  Gard  Sahib  Khan,  li>ing  at  Naghnec,  were  leiced,  and 
sent  to  the  Rajah  by  the  Reasuldar  at  Mangolee  ;  about  six  years  after 
this  Hooheeodeen,  a  relation  of  Ourd  Sahib  Kfaan,  liiinf;  at  NHghoee,  in 
Ulmallah,  procnred  the  release  of  the  six  others  by  paying  six  hundred 
rupee*  to  the  Rsjah'a  people,  and  I  and  my  brother  remained  in  prison 
till  we  were  sent  here. 

(True  Extract) 
(Signed)        T.  ELWALL,  Aist.  Agt,  Gaienur  GnJ. 
(True  Extract) 

W.  U.  8LBEMAN,  OmeraJ  SaptriMtnitinl. 
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active  magistrate.*  Sahib  Kbao  of  Kakamitillah  told  me 
that  while  he  aad  his  gang  of  lizly  rasD  were  one  day 
Gookiog  their  food  on  the  bank  of  a  river  near  KnkarmaU 
lab,  the;  saw  these  people  comedown  to  the  river  to  fish. 
They  soon  perceived  that  they  nnderstood  tbeir  mystio 
terms,  and  got  into  conversation  with  them.  The  two 
chiefs  had  an  interview  in  which  Sheikh  Ahmed  explained 
how  he  had  been  obliged  to  leave  Arcot,  and  seek  an 
Bsylnm,  which  he  did  not  much  like,  in  a  village  in  tite 
neighboarbood.  Sahib  Khan  prevailed  apon  him  and  all 
his  party  with  Uieir  families  to  come  with  him  ;  and  bar- 
ing introdnced  bim  to  the  Rajah  of  Shorapore  Bedar,  as 
a  great  Thug  leader,  the  Rajab  got  them  established  in 
his  neighboarbood  in  the  town  of  Chichurmalla.  Sheikh 
Ahmed  is  the  wisest  man  I  know.  He  has  great  wealth,  but 
be  keeps  it  concealed  in  the  woods.  When  danger 
approaches,  he  scatters  bis  gang,  aod  wanders  alone  with 
bis  wife  till  it  is  past  or  till  he  finds  another  secure  abode, 
when  he  transfers  fais  wealth  to  the  woods  about  it.  His 
followers  hare  wonderful  confidence  in  bim,  snch  as  I 
have  never  seen  in  the  followers  of  any  other  leader .f 

*  Tbis  wu  Mr.  Wright— we  hit  letter  uid  Doctor  Sharwasd'i  paper 

ia  Ibe  Appendis.    It    wu  b;   (he  proceedinga    of   Mr.   Wright  that 

Doetor  Staeriroad  wb«  enabled  to  irrita  hi*   paper. 

t  EztncI   from  Ikt  Dep«ntiiiH   af  Shrikh   SaUban,  Itlely  oTrtsltd  at 

Hingoke,  b(f*Tt  Caplam  Rtyneida,  tJth  Oetobtr,  IStS. 

The  Arcoltea  Tbngi  are  proierbially  war;  and  alert,  amoBg  all  the 
Thngi  of  the  Oekhan,  and  tbeir  ralei  aud  legulatioaa  are  verji  itrict. 
The;  do  not  allow  of  indiicriiniiiate  ilraDgliDg.  The  airanglers  are 
regolarlr  instructed  fn  the  a>e  ofthe  handkerchier,  and  no  ooe  is  per- 
mitted  to  ase  it,  until  he  haa  practised,  and  until  the  omeni  which  are 
loolied  for  at  hii  initiatioo,  are  coasiJered  favurahle.  The  Arcotteet 
will  not  atrangie  women,  nor  ihoemakera,  dheta,  barbers,  gold- 
■mitbi,  and  washermen.  If  the  first  trtTOllers  met  with  on  an  eipe- 
diUoo  hart  «  cow  with  them,  they  are  spared,  even  if  it  is  known  thej 
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Q, — Wbal  became  of  your  brother-in-law  Chand  Kfata 
and  jonr  brother  Boreea  ? 

Sahib  Khan.— Tbey  made  their  escape  from  Hin^olee, 
Rod  are  still  on  the  roads  some  where.     They  came  to  me 


liiiT*  (TMiars  U  their  poutMioB.  The  HinduiteKM  tad  Dekhdee 
Tbagt  bj  Bot  atte>diDg  to  thcM  ralei,  ud  itrinf^liDB  ihoemakera, 
birbf  n,  %bA  all  aorla  of  pcopla,  have  broiighl  down  ntribntioB  an  th« 
heads  of  all  the  Thug*  in  India.  AH  tha  Arcottee  Thogi  that  I  hare 
met  with,  adopted  the  dreii  and  appearanre  of  Sepoye  of  the  Regiioenla 
of  Infantr;  and  Caraliy.  Thej  wear  the  oheckerad  loODserl  and  ihort 
Jifkela  like  Sepoy*,  eartj  eanei  ia  their  hand*,  and  being  Ter;  fond 
of  beetleant  and  pann,  overj  naa  ha*  a  *n]Bll  bag  In  hi*  potteition  for 
holding  the  ingredieBt*.  Thej  freqoentl;  repreaent  thamMlTea  to  be 
Sepsje  going  on  lea*«  or  removed  from  one  elation  to  another,  and  even 
make  thenaalfe*  acqaaialed  with  the  naaea  of  EarDpean  Ollceri  in 
order  to  pu*  more  eaail}  thmagh  the  connlry.  The;  make  themieltra 
knapitekf,  (the  word  made  nie  of  by  the  deponent)  and  carry  thrir 
clothes  in  them.  TJie  Jemadan  lake  on  th«m*elTei  the  eemblaKe  of 
ucrehanta,  aad  pretend  to  be  going  to  m«ke  parohatea  of  gooda,  or  to 
be  ooDTeyiag  merchaodiu  for  sale.  They  alwayi  ha*e  fonr  or  fi>e  of  Ibe 
l^ang  IB  parsoaal  atteadance  on  Iheoi,  to  give  them  the  hookih,  cook 
their  Tictaal*,  and  oleaB  their  poniea.  Theaa  men  narch  in  campaoy 
with  the  Jemadar,  while  the  other  Thogf  move  along  the  road  in  two* 
and  three*,  and  only  colleot  ob  the  oceaaioa  of  the  perpetration  of  a 
■ardor.  They  caa  oaly  be  aireeted  by  having  parliei  of  approver* 
(latiened  on  all  the  great  road*  of  the  Camatie.  The  Polfee,  though  It 
le  very  vigilant,  hai  not  the  meana  of  preventing  eatee  of  Thuggee,  and 
even  if  Thannaha  of  Police  peoo*  are  petted  along  the  roadt,  the  Thag* 
will  manage  to  mnrder  cloia  to  them.  I  will  give  an  inetanee  in  proof 
of  tbi*.  Bheikh  Ahmed  Arcottee  Jemadar  i:une  into  the  louthem 
Mahratta  conalry  and  itraagled  aoue  treainre  carrier*  Id  charge  of 
lt,0»D  rnpeea,  at  the  Salp*  Obit  There  iaa  Chawkee  placed  on  the 
Ghit  BOW,  and  if  the  peon*  are  a*bed,  they  will  state  the  Chowkee  to 
bate  been  placed  there  ia  coaseqBence  of  this  morder.  BbI  thia  has  oot 
had  any  efbct  in  dlminiehiag  ^  number  of  murder*  perpetrated  at  thia 
very  Obit,  where  I  am  anro  a  hundred  akull*  of  murdered  traveller* 
might  be  dog  up  any  day.  The  Thug*  will  be  flnltogo  out,  beg  the 
proteotioa  of  the  Polioa  Chnprasseea  on  the  road*  they  travel  on,  pre- 
teoding  great  dread  of  robbers,  and  then  will  perpeliala  a  murder  oloM 
to  the.  road  wUcb  lh«  PoUca  is  an^oaed  to  giwrd. 
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vhea  1  was  on  my  my  to  Kankee  and  had  resolved  to 
give  ap  Thuggee,  and  told  me  of  their  escape.  ' 

The  Arcottea  Tha^  ataallj  »Urt  on  their  eipeditiaoi  daring  the 
firtt  aeTeu  day  ifler  the  feilival  of  Denalee  ud  Holee  ;  and  if  the; 
have  had  faTorable  oiueni,  they  fasTe  do  doobt  taken  to  the  roada  before 
thia  tisM.  It  ia  very  probable  that  Dairaljee  Jemadar  of  BinieebM 
heard  of  the  aeiznrea  at  Sholapore,  nod  thererore  wilt  not  coau  uortli- 
ward  thia  jear,  and  aa  (hii  i>  hi*  hbubI  aeaion  of  aelting  out,  he  will 
certainly  proceed  towirda  Baagalore  and  Seringapatam,  ur  perbapi  by 
B«llai7  lowudf  Cnddapab.  When  I  waa  al  Binaee,  thia  time  laat  yeu, 
Dawnyee  asd  bii  gang  were  intending  to  make  an  eiennion  into  the 
Mytbre  cooDtry.  They  bad  a  abort  time  preiionily  been  a*  far  aa  Hur- 
rybnr,  but  bad  laroed  baclc  is  coaieqaence  of  the  omeni  bsing  in- 
anapiciouB.  The  Arootlee  Tlinga  do  not  now  cwne  into  tbe  Delchan  ao 
■ucb  aa  formerly.  Indeed  aince  tbe  lime  of  the  aireat  of  my  brotbsr-in- 
law,  Sahib  Khan  Jemadar,  and  bia  companiona  by  Mr.  Monro,  which 
ia  about  IS  yeara  ago,  they  have  never  made  their  appearance  north  of 
Dharwar.  Wben  the  great  arreat  of  Tbnga  took  place  in  the  zillab  of 
Arcot,  by  Mr.  Wright,  dnring  my  yanth,  great  nnmbera  of  Arcoltee 
ThngB  fled  from  that  part  of  the  coanlry,  and  aeltled  brat  in  tbe  Sorapoor 
Talooka  nader  the  Hydrabad  Ooitmnieat.  I  have  heard  that  Sheikb 
Ahmed,  Ladeekar  Sahib  Khan,  Ooaman  Khan,  Chabriah  Emanm, 
Hoonoorgab  and  other  Jemadara,  who  were  tbe  leaden  of  the  party  tbat 
came  linl  to  Sorapoor,  agreed  to  pay  the  Sorapoor  Rajah  2,000  rupee*  a 
year  for  bi*  proteclioa.  The  party  coniiated  of  90  or  60  Tbnga,  whoae 
tiamber*  were  aflerwardi  increaaed  by  itragglera  from  Arcot,  and  the 
familiea  of  tbe  Thnp  who  followed  them.  All  theae  Tbaga  renained 
in  the  Dekhan  nntil  Mr.  MuDro  commenced  hia  aelEurea,  whm  they  left 
IbMr  habllatioM  ander  tbe  yaidanca  of  Sheikh  Ahmed  Jemadar,  and 
paatlng  Ibroagb  tbe  Hydrabad  cooatry  aelUed  aomewhare  fifteen  days 
joamey  beyond  it  towards  Maaulipatam,  They  afterwardt  obtained  ob 
three  occaaiona  14,000,  7,000,  and  S,000  mpeea  of  treainre  by  the  morder 
of  the  carricrt.  Tbii  ia  within  the  laat  8  or  to  years.  They  thee  went  ' 
and  aettlsd  near  Nuudyal  in  the  Cuddapab  diatrict.  About  S)  yean 
ago,  Eaaam,  brother  of  Tippoo  Jemadar,  a  relation  of  my  own,  went 
from  Binaee  where  I  wa*  at  the  time,  to  Nandyal,  to  aee  Sheikh  Ahmed 
Jemadar.  Wben  he  retarned,  he  informed  na  tbat  Sheikh  Ahmed  Jema- 
dar hud  a  abort  time  preTlouaty  been  ont  with  bii  gang,  and  had  atrangled 
four  Oollab  peoaa  carrying  treaanre  ;  and  tbat  each  Thug  bad  received 
9  tolaha  of  gold,  and  SOD  mpeea  aa  hia  ahare  of  the  booty.  During  tbe 
time  of  Sahib  Kban  Janiadar'a  confinement  at  SaUara,  Tippoo  Jemadar, 
brother-in-law  of  Sheikh  Ahmad  Jemadar,  wai  alia  detained  along  with 
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Davty   Deen — Bhikha — Dqjja—Khoda    Butth — Feritf 

ffeea — Zol/uiar — Dorgka — Kaem  Khan. 

Q, — Yoa  were  amoDg  Ibe  men  arrested  by  Mr.  Wright 

were  you  not,  at  Cawopore  ? 

Bhikka. — Yea,  I   vas   among  them ;  be  got  abont  a 
handred,  and  put  them  all  into  one  old  jail  at  Bithore  on 

him  ;  uid  Atoottea  Thngi  wrra  Id   tha  habit  of  comiag  to  gtiu  lolelli- 
geacB  regarding  him  and  his  compMioai,  kod  by  that  roeaDt  we  weta 
kepi  acquainted  irith  the  proceeding*  of  tbe  gtngi  to  the  loalb. 
(True  Copy) 

W.  H.  SLEBUAN. 


Extratt  DtfttUinn  of  Hfyax  Kkm,  oliof  Ltagottn,  Jenadar  <(f  Tkugi, 

laltly  arriiltd,  taken  b</or«  Coptoin  fUi/iuUli  at  Hingoltt  en  tht  11*1 

tf  Oclohef  18S6. 

1  will  atate  the  namea  of  each  of  the  Arcntlee  Jemadara  of  ThDfa  W 
I  am  aeqaainted  witli. 

Ooaman  Shan  JemadftTi  a  man  of  a  robnit  habit  of  bedj.  luatbim 
laat  upwarda  of  foDT  jeara  ago  OB  thr  Knrnool  road,  befond  Hjdrabad, 
with  a  gang  of  H>  Thog*.  He  reiidea  «t  Mnlhar,  aome  where  in  tha 
Ticinilj  of  BellaiT., 

S^ib  Khan  Ladeeknn  Jamadari  a  relatiTa  of  Oofnun  Khui  Jnaudai, 
wboM  be  follow*. 

Sheikh  AhiMd,  aon  of  DawnJjea  JniDBdar,  fnmerlj  had  a  gang  of  M 
Tknga.  I  have  not  aeen  him  liace  the  time  Hr.  Munro  arreited  Thnga 
in  the  Zillab  of  Dharwar,  but  have  ooctaionally  beard  of  him. 

Chabreah  Emann  Jenadar,  and  hia  brother  Heoooorgah,  had  (aitotttf 
•  gaDgofSOThogB.  I  bare  notaoea  themaince  the  time  of  Mr.  ItlDnro'a 
■rrMti,  bat  within  the  laat  two  jtara  I  have  heard  that  they  were  reaid- 
iag  in  the  JariidletioB  of  fone  Rajah  near  Beawarah,  on  the  road  from 
Bjrdrabad  la  Haanlipalam. 

Tippoo,  Ibe  brather  of  Sheikh  Ahmed,  in  whose  company  he  Ib.  I  faare 
Ut  »een  him  ainoa  the  time  aboTematitieaed. 

I*  fenaer  tinea,  all   theae  Jemadara,  with  many  bandred*    of  ^ kaga, 

mided  in  tlM  Areot  and  other  adjacent  Ziilabs  ;  bnt  abont  30  or  33  yean 

Ha,  Sbeikb  Akated  Jaaadai,  with  a  party  ot  aixteen  Thngi  andfbnc 

2l 
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fbe  ioforroation  of  Mnnsook  Brabman  and  othera  ofoilr 
gang.  They  told  qs  Ifaat  if  we  told  the  truth  and  proved 
DDT  story,  we  shonid  have  favor,  aod  many  did  so  ;  bat  tbe 
people  about  Court  sood  told  us  we  were  fools,  for  thoae 

womCD,  canift  ta  tba  Oorai  of  Fmf  Duitgeer,  which  Uket  place  at  the 
Tillage  of  Nealoor,  iathe  Pei^nuhotOoolbu^ah,  where  he  metmewid 
£hooddoo  Jemodtr,  who  bad  also  come  to  altead  lbs  Ooraa.  Sheikh 
Ahmed  ioformed  d«  that  hg  nas  an  ioliabitaat  of  the  Arcot  Ziltah,  and 
that  agreat  mitrorlune  had  befallen  the  Thagi  of  that  part  of  the  coDotrj, 
faras  tbe  English  eentleman  bad  commenced arreatinglhem,  there  nai  no 
dwelliog  place  lefl  for  them  there  ;  he  tfagrefore  nished  to  aetlle  binielf 
elwwhere.  We  farlber  beard  from  Sheikh  Abmed  that  hii  father 
Dawnljee  Jemadar  of  Tbuga,  bad  beeo  apprehended,  and  wa*  theo  in 
conSnemeDl  either  at  Vellare  or  Bangalore.  In  the  end,  Sheikh  Abmed 
•nd  hia  gang  neat  into  the  Sompoor  Diatriet  and  had  an  interrlaw 
with  the  Rajah  throagb  the  intervention  of  Khoddoo  Jemadar,  and  thea 
fixed  hia  reiidence  in  Ibe  village  of  Bnllendgbee.  In  the  eonrte  of  a 
;ear,  oearlj  100  Thugs  were  aeaembled  at  Ballondghee  sad  tbe  neigh- 
boariog  Tillages,  in  consequence  of  the  retaliTe*  of  the  otheri  coming  up 
from  the  Caraatic  to  aettle  there.  I  ha*e  heard  that  tbey  paid  large  snini 
of  money  jearly  to  the  Sorapoor  Bi^ah.  Some  jean  after,  tbe  Thogs 
baving  amassed  great  wesltb,  the  R^ ah  demanded  a  fine  from  tbem.  The; 
therefore  left  Bullondghee  and  took  up  their  abode  al  tbe  Tillage  of 
Cbininollah,  the  Jageer  of  RaheerPatail,  in  the  Afioolpoor  Pergaanab. 
Daring  thia  Interral  the  Thnge  med  to  go  out  for  ■<  Rttgar,"  id  the 
direction  of  Snmool  and  Cnddapah,  and  on  the  road  to  Hasnlipslam. 

Several  jeare  aftertrarda,  Sooltann  Khan  Jemadar,  the  brother  of 
Sahib  Khan  Jemadar  of  Kakentiulla,  (now  an  approier  at  Sholepoor) 
waiapprehendedat  Ann;gben7,and  aThngofhis  gmg  named  Mahome- 
daa,  coDfeaeed  bie  guilt  and  pointed  out  the  place*  of  residence  of  the 
Thnga.  He  waa  sent  to  Mr.  Hunro,  the  Magistrate  of  Hungolee,  in  the 
Dharwar  Zillah,  who  commenced  arreitiag  Thngi  according  to  bii 
eridence.  Nearly  40  or  GO  Tbngs  were  seiaed,  from  among  whom  Sahtb 
Khan  Jemadar  of  Kukhermnlla,  Chnnneeka  Sahib  Khan  and  othera 
were  sent  to  Sattara ;  and  Mahomadea,  Lnmboa  Burreoh,  Giddoo 
Burreah  and  others  to  Dharwar,  and  there  detained  in  confloement 
Dreading  lest  Ibey  should  be  arrested.  Sheikh  Ahmed  Jemadar  and  tha 
Arcottee  Thnga,  with  their  wive*  ud  families,  left  their  homes  in  tha 
Dekhan,  and  went  to  Hyderabad,  from  whence  part  of  them  proceeded 
on  the  HMulipatam  road  and  the  remainder  on  the  Knmool  mad,  and 
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who  confessed  were  aare  to  swing,  wbile  those  who  denied 
were  equally  sure  to  get  off.  A  Daer  Saer  Sahib  (Judge 
of  Circait)  came  from  Bareilly  and  examined  ns,  and  went ' 
back  ;  another  came,  and  aa  soon  as  he  got  back  he  sent 

died  their  reiideoca  ia  the  vicinity  of  tliow  plac«i.  Since  that  time  tha 
ArcoltM  Thug*  hnre  aat  again  viaited  tba  Dekhaa  durioe  their  Thug 
aipeditioDa.  Tbej  rangs  through  the  countrj  bordering  on  (he  aea  coast, 
by  Haaalipatam,  RRJaiaundrr  and  Chicaoole  ;  or  taore  by  nay  of 
Madras  ap  to  Seringapatam,  and  then  ImcIe  again  to  their  own  abodel. 
,  The  Arcotteea  ara  generally  hereditary  Thuga,  by  caite  Muaaulmana, 
are  great  eater*  of  Beetleaul,  usually  near  LoDDgi(>a  like  Sepoya,  and 
qftrn  reprewat  (hemselveB  to  be  in  the  Company'i  aerrice,  in  order  to 
aecure  themaelrei  from  molegtation  on  the  road.  They  bury  Ihe  bodies 
•f  their  viclimBsacarely,  lest  the  secret  of  Thnggee  ahoald  be  divniged, 
witl  are  much  men  deceitful  than  the  Dekhnee  Thugs,  so  that  riub 
trBTelleri  and  Sahookars  place  confideDce  in  them  on  account  of  their 
re  spec  table  appearance.  Their  manner  of  atrangling  with  the  handker- 
chief, mode  of  bnrial,  and  other  rites,  are  limilarto  those  of  the  Dekhnee 
Thugs,  Ibongh  there  is  some  difference  in  the  slang  language  of  the 
Arcolteea.  They  generally  use  the  HiodaBtaoee  lasgnage  in  common 
eoaversatioa,  though  they  also  speak  the  Tamul, 

I  recently  obtained  intelligence  of  Sheikh  Ahmed  Jemadar  and  other 
ArcDltee  Thugs  in  the  followiug  maneer.  There  nas  an  Arcottee  Thug 
named  Rasim,  who  formerly  cnme  and  resided  with  Sheikh  Ahmed 
Jeuular,  in  the  AfaoalpooT  District  He  contracted  a  marriage  in  the 
village  uf  Bullondghee,  but  when  Mr.  Uanra  begin  to  seize  Thugs, 
Kasiin  and  his  wife  fled  the  country,  in  company  with  Sheikh  Ahmed. 
About  (wo  years  ago,  Kasim's  father-io-Iaw  named  Ismael,  left  Bullonil' 
ghee  in  search  of  his  MO-la-law.Aneraome  lime  Ismael  returned,  bringing 
with  bhn  both  Kaaicn  and  his  wife,  and  they  took  up  their  residence  at 
(he  Tillage  of  Oonr,  inlhe  Aftuotpoor  Perguonah,  where  they  ifere  both 
residing  at  the  lime  of  my  arrest,  about  three  months  ago  ;  and  if  they 
an  seised  they  will  be  able  to  give  correct  intelligence  regarding  Iha 
place  of  abode  of  the  Arcottee  Tbngs.  I  heard  from  Ismael  and  Kasint 
that  Sheikh  Ahmed,  Mahomed  Hoosain,  and  Emaum  Sahib  Arcottee 
Jemadars,  with  silly  followers,  were  living  in  acme  vlllagei  four  or  five 
koss  on  this  side  of  Bezwarah,  on  the  Masnlipatam  road,  Rppertaining  to 
some  Hindoo  R^ah  Zumeendar,  beyond  the  Hydrabad  Territory. 

There  is  also  a  female  named  Jugdumah,who  is  a  Jemadarose  of 
ThugSj  with  a  part;  of  opwards  of  20Q  penoni,  who  resida  in  cerlain 
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tn  <Mrder  for  our  rolease.     RamdeeD,  vfao  was  hang  last 
year  at  Cawnpore,  and  Kesnree  Subahdar,  who  was  \iang 
here  this  year,  were  kept  ia  for  a  short  time  longer. 
'    Q.— Was  that  Ramdeen  yoar  brother  ? 

Davey  Deen. — Yes,  my  eldest  brother  and  father  of 
Heera  approver,  who  is  with  Mr.  Wilson. 

Q. — How  long  was  this  before  Mr.  Stockwell's  proceed- 
ings ? 

Davey  i>«n.— The  Utakole  Kee  Gurdee,  (the  Stock- 
well  inroad)  took  place  very  soon  aAer.  Dojja  was  one  of 
the  mea  arrested.* 

Dojja. — Yes;  Stockwell  and  Perry  Sahibs  scraped 
together  some  two  hundred  of  as  at  M^'nporee,  bat  a 
Daer  Saer  Sahib  came  from  Bareiliy,  and  released  all  for 
whom  the  Zameendars  wonld  give  secarily.  The  twenty 
who  conld  not  get  it  were  retained. 

Davey  Deen. — Yes,  I  remember.  Mr.  Stockwell  and 
Ferry  went  down  in  the  same  baggy  to  the  Saliib  and 
told  him  that  tbey  had  secnred  as  at  mnch  cost  and 
trouble,  and  that  we  were  all  aseel,  thorough-bred  Thugs  ; 
bathe  said  it  wonld  not  do  to  keep  as  apon  mere  general 
'  report,   particalarly  if  the  Zumeendars  would  vouch  for 


Tillag«i  belonging  to  lome  R^sh,  liluated  tbre«  dkyi  Jonrasj  on  lh[|  tida 
•r  Bujtalon.  The  Thnft*  of  her  gang  proeeed  on  expedition!  totrard* 
Maiuiipalam  and  ChicacolB.  Jugdamah  ia  abont  SD  jean  of  age,  and 
hu  t<ro  torn  named  Sirdar  Khan  and  Burrse  Khan,  beaideiberowa 
two  brother*.  Slie  exerciiU  the  aathoritr  of  Jemadamae  henelf,  hut 
■eodi  her  aoDs  and  brother!  oat  in  charge  of  the  gang ;  ihe  hai  aauMd 
great  wealth  by  the  praetiee  «f  Thaggae, 

(A  true  Translatioa) 

(Signed)       P.  A.  REYNOLDS,  %.(. 

(Tma  Cop;) 

W.  H.  SLEEHAN. 
■  See  Appeodii  V. 
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M.  He  went  to  CalcDtta,  and  six  ibodUib  alter  eama 
back  and  caased  as  all  to  be  released,  by  an  order  from 
the  Sudor,  except  eighteen. 

D^'o.— Bot  they  got  hold  of  me  again  two  years 
after,  and  kept  me  in  for  6fteeD  years  doing  all  kinds 
of  work. 

Khoda  Baksh. — Mr.  Stockwell  seized  me  and  six 
others  at  Onreya,  and  we  were  sent  to  Bithore  and 
kept  at  Babnkaree,  with  some  hundred  of  tiie  Tho^s, 
for  more  than  six  months,  when  Behiee  Sahib  ordered 
OS  seven  to  cnt  mutlee  (work  on  the  roads)  for  a  year; 
after  which  we  got  off.  Cbeynooa  Brahman  and  his 
brother  Uolosee  are  still  at  large.  Mansa  was  hung  hers 
the  other  day.  Bbowanee  died  in  the  Sanger  Jail,  and 
Doolnt  Brahman  died  at  home.  Ramah  Lodhee  is  here 
one  of  the  approvers  T 

Q. — Jt  was  not  yonr  relation  Ashraf  Jemadar,  who 
is  still  at  large,  among  the  number  ? 

Khoda  Biksh. — No,  he  was  not  witii  os. 

Ferinfftea, —  Asbraf  never  got  the  rank  of  Jemadar 
of  Thugs. 

Zolfkiar, —You  mistake,  he  is  a  Jemadar. 

Ferinffeea,—Hau9  but  bis  own  relations  ever  called 
him  so.' 

Q, — But  I  find  him  entered  as  a  Jemadar  in  the  book? 

Feringeea. — Yon  may  write  him  down  a  king  in  yonr 
book  if  yon  please,  bat  he  was  no  Jemadar  of  ours. 
'    Zol/utar. — Had  he  been  a   Brahman   like  yourself,, 
instead  of  a  Musalman,  yoa  would  have  thongfat  him  so. 

Q. — Bat  bow  did  the  Zumeendarg  venture  to  give 
seoority  for  yon  all ;  they  must  have  known  you  to  be 
Thngs? 

Dave  Dyten. — They  knew  us  very  well,  but  they  had  then 
'ODufideDce  in  us ;  they  thought  we  shoald  keep  oar  own 
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■ecreU,  and  if  we  did  so,  no  one  else  wonld  foe  able  .to 
oonvict  ns  and  get  them  into  troable. 

Zolfakar.—^ei  ;  there  was  then  something  like  reli- 
gion and  good  faith  (Dburum  Eeman)  among  as,  and  we 
found  friends  every  where.  Wbere  could  we  find  them  now  \ 

Davey  Deen, — When  I  and  mybrothers  were  seized  by 
Mr.  MoDokton,  the  Zameendar  would  have  given  any 
security  for  us. 

Feringeta, — When  Hadhoo  was  seized  by  Mr.  Benson 
and  sent  to  Sangor  from  Etawa,  they  would  have  given 
ten  thousand  rupees  security  for  him. 

Kuleeah  Sing. — When  our  gang  was  arrested  at 
Hoshuugabad,  was  there  not  a  scramble  among  the  Hill 
Chiefs  and  Zumeendars  to  get  us  released  upon  their 
security  ?  Did  not  many  both  there  andat  Jubulpore,  who 
bad  never  seen  us  in  their  lives,  make  their  agents  ofiec 
any  security  that  conid  be  demanded  for  our  fnlnre  good 
behavionr, 

Q. — And  why  did  they  do  this  ?  They  no  donbt  thought 
yon  very  innocent  and  respectable  men  nnder  misfortunes? 

Kuieean  Sing, — Not  at  all.  We  managed  to  persuade 
tiiem  that  we  could,  by  being  allowed  to  follow  oar  old 
trade  under  their  protection,  be  made  a  new  sonrce  of 
revenue  to  them.  We  told  them  that  we  would  pay  for 
the  little  land  ve  might  cultivate  in  their  villages  more 
ihan  fifty  times  its  value. 

Choiee. — Did  not  the  Khyrooa  Chief  stand  a  long  siege 
from  his  master,  the  Jbansee  Rajah,  before  he  wonld  give 
np  eight  or  ten  of  as  ? 

Kaen  Khan. — And  was  not  the  Maharajah  of  Gwalior 
obliged  to  send  two  large  gans  and  a  great  force  against 
Bbamma  Zumeendar  of  Bahmanpora  before  he  wonld 
give  ns  op ;  and  were  not  several  lives  lost  in  the  action 
.which  continued  from  daylight  till   nine  io  the  morning. 
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Bhamma  vm  very  fond  of  as,  patlicotarl;  of  onr  Jema- 
dar Gholab  Khan,  whose  father  bad  been  han^  the  yeai 
before  at  Sau^or,  and  who  is  now  ao  approver  with 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  be  said  be  would  rather  die  than  give 
us  up :  bat  poor  man  he  had  only  sixteen  muskets  to 
fight  with,  and  bad  got  into  disgrace  at  Coart  by  not 
paying  bis  rents!  Tbb  Lord  Sabib  (Lord  William 
Bentiock)  must  hare  heard  the  guns,  for  be  and  the  Rae 
Sahib  were  encamped  only  a  few  miles  off  at  the  time? 

Dudoo  Nigeeb. — Yes,  and  yon  strangled  Lerroo,  the 
poor  female  spy,*  whom  we  sent  in  to  look  after  yoo. 
We  heard  it  afterwards  from  a  dancing  girl  of  the  place: 
And  we  had  mocb  trouble  to  get  you  after  all,  for  Ibe 
Amil  would  not  give  ap  the  live  Thugs  whom  he  had 
secured,  onleas  we  gave  him  a  receipt  for  the  ten  wlio 
had  got  away  also,  saying,  "  there  bod  been  troable  and 
fighting  enough  for  fifty  Tbags."  This  we  refused  to  do 
however. 

-  Kaem  Khan. — I  know  nothing  about  I^arroo's  death. 
She  mast  have  been  killed  somewhere  else. 

Q, — What  gives  a  man  the  rank  of  Jemadar  ? 
■  Dorgka.^\  man  who  has  always  at  command  the 
means  of  advancing  a  month  or  two's  aubaigtence  to  a 
gang  will  be  called  so ;  a  strong  and  resolute  man,  whose 
ancestors  have  been  for  many  generations  Thngs,  will 
soon  get   the  title,  or  a  very  wise  man,  whose  advice  in 

'  Tbere  U  do  doubt  that  thii  pirljr  did  itnugte  thit  woman,  the  wife 
of  Fear  Bukih  approTer.  She  had  Imcsd  Ihem  to  (hs  vlllaga  before, 
and  DOW  accompanied  Ihe  gaard  aent  to  arre it  tbem.  Sbe  entered  the 
village  alone  and  na«  nernr  after  leen.  The^  will  not  acknowledge  that 
the]'  killed  her.  A  N^jeeb  and  a  trooper  who  entered  the  Tillage  ia 
the  diaguiia  of  Fakeere,  to  rerifj  LBirao'i  iararnialion  the  Br»t  line, 
bad  a  ver;  narrow  ejcape.  The;  were  obliged  to  plnnge  into  the  rirer 
Chnmbul,  and  remain  np  to  their  china  in  water,  a  whole  night,  while  ths 
Thuga  and  villagers  wen  searchiDg  avery  bush  an  the  bank. 
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-difficult  cases  has  freight  with  the  gBng;  one  who  has 
iaflaeoce  over  local  authorities,  or  the  native  officers  of 
ooDrts  of  justice;  a  man  of  handsome  appearaoce  and 
high  bearing,  vho  can  feign  the  man  of  rank  well— all 
these  things  enable  a  man  to  get  aronnd  him  a  fev  who 
will  ooDsent  to  give  him  the  fees  and  title  of  Jemadar ; 
tint  it  requires  very  high  and  Dumerons  qualifications  to 
gain  a  mao  the  title  of  Snbabdar. 

2ad  Sbptbubbk  1835. 

Q, — What  age  are  yon  t 

Shumshsra. — I  am  about  twenty-foar. 

^.— ^Where  do  yoa  reside  ! 

Shumtkera. — My  family  have  resided  in  the  village  of 
Chorkeya,  twenty  cose  north  east  from  Gbazeepore  and 
in  that  district,  for  three  or  four  generations,  bat  my  father 
absconded,  and  his  creditors  became  very  importanata 
for  the  payment  of  the  money  he  owed,  and  I  and  my  bro- 
ther Banjeet,  who  is  now  in  the  Ghazeepore  Jail,  wero 
obliged  to  go  and  reside  in  the  village  of  Bhorajpore,  six. 
cose  north  from  Chnpnra.  Four  months  after  this  we 
were  both  seized  by  Mr.  Smith  and  foroogbt  to  6hazee< 
pore  two  years  ago  next  October. 

Q, — I  anderstand  you  have  served  wiUi  the  River 
Thngs  of  Bengal  t 

Shuvtshera. — On  one  occasion  only.  I  had  been  on  one 
expedition  with  Dilawnr  KEian  and  one  with  Futteh 
Khan,  and  after  these  I  went  with  Bhownr  Khan  and 
Moradan,  two  Lodaha  Thugs,  and  joined  Jhonlee  Khan 
the  fair  and  Gholamun,  Jhonlee  Khan  had  a  man  to 
carry  his  bundle  by  name  Natlu>o,  as  be  was  to  act  this 
season  with  Jypaul  Kaet,  a  Jemadar  of  the  Bongoos,  or 
River  Thngs.    Be  acted  as  their  Soiha,  or  invngler,  this 
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teasoD.  We  joined  Jypanl  at  the  Monnakeya  Ghat, 
vhere  he  bad  tiro  boats  at  the  different  Ghats,  two  and 
three  cose  from  each  other.  Jhoulee  Khan  brought  two 
Seetoos  to  the  boat  which  JypanI  commanded  in  person, 
and  Bhowar  Khan  and  I  embarlced  with  them.  As  soon 
as  we  had  all  got  on  board,  Jypaal  said  in  Rnmasee,  "let 
the  Boras  (Thngs)  separate  themselves  from  the  Bettoos," 
and  we  did  so,  leaving  the  two  travellers  toother.  Fonr 
men  were  on  the  bank  palling  along  the  boat,  one  was  at 
the  helm,  acting  at  the  same  time  as  the  Bykureea  or  spy, 
and  -seven  of  the  gang  were  below  with  ns  and  the 
travellers.  We  had  got  on  about  a  cose  when  the 
Sykureea  at  the  helm,  seeing  alt  clear,  called  ont  "  Bhog- 
na  ko  pawn  do,"  give  my  sister's  son  pawn.  This  was  their 
node  of  giving  the  Jhirnee,  or  signal,  and  the  two 
Beetoos  were  strangled.  After  strangling  them,  they 
broke  their  spinal  bone*  ihut,  by  putting  their  knees  apoa 
their  backs,  and  polling  ap  their  heads  and  shonlders. 
After  doing  this  they  poshed  them  ont  of  a  kind  of  win- 
dow in  the  side.  Every  boat  has  two  of  these  windows, 
one  on  eadh  side,  and  they  put  the  bodies  oat  of  that 
towards  the  river.  They  break  the  spinal  bones  to 
prevent  all  clumce  of  the  people  recovering  and  giving 
evidence  against  them.  We  generally  stab  the  dead 
bodies  through  on  both  sides  under  the  arm  pits  ;  but 
they  are  afraid  to  cat  or  stab  the  body  lest  there  should 
be  signs  of  blood  npon  the  water  as  the  corpses  pass 
other  boats,  that  are  following  them  on  the  river. 

Q. — What  booty  did  you  get  ? 

Shumthera. — ^We  got  only  sixteen  gundas  of  pice  (64^ 
two  brass  lotahs,  and  the  old  clothes  which  the  two  men 
wore.  It  was  hardly  worth  dividing.  But  coming  on  near 
Mongbere,  Jhoolee  Khan,  with  whom  we  had  landed  and 
gone  along  on  the  road  near  the  river,  inveigled  another 
2  K 
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man,  ft  Beetoo  from  Bengal  going  to  Ghiya  on  Pilgrimage, 
wfao  yielded  sixteen  gUndas  of  raptea,  and  ire  six  got 
fifteen'  of  them  among  al — ai  least  Jhonlee  Khan  shared 
only  fifteen  with  as. 

Q. — How  was  he  disposed  of  ? 

Skumahera.—-In  the  same  manner  as  the  others  1 
believe,  but  I  did  not  go  on  board  this  time.  Jboulee 
Khan  and  Bhowar  Khan  embarked  with  him  and  brought 
back  our  share  of  the  booty.  After  this  affair  I  left  them 
near  Monghere,  as  I  got  very  little  and  grew  melancholy, 
as  there  were  no  Thugs  of  my  own  clan  or  district.  They 
were  all  Bunjoos  and  Loduhas. 

^. — What  becdEne  of  Jypaal's  other  boat  1 

Skamihera. — It  waited  for  other  passengers,  and  we 
did  not  see  H  again,  as  the  boats  go  on  from  Gh&t  to 
Gh&t  witboat  retnming  till  they  reach  the  end  of  their 
voyage  np  the  river, 

Q. — Were  your  father  and  grandfather  Thogs  ? 

Shumth€ra.—T  believe  so.  I  learnt  so  from  others,  bat 
I  never  was  taken  out  with  them  oa  Thuggee.  I  was 
taaght  hy  Dilawar  Khan  Jemadar,  of  Cfaonbaria  Chopra, 
•on  of  Choramnn;  he  has  two  brothers,  Ookkee  and 
Fattib,  and  all  three  are  very  noted  Thugs,  but  they  are 
also  cnlUvators. 

Q.— But  how  oonid  yon  be  ignorant  of  yoor  father  being 
a  Tbng  when  ho  used  to  go  every  season  on  Tboggee  ? 

Shumskera. — He  and  my  ancle  Dondee  ased  to  say 
that  they  had  been  in  service,  and  we  never  heard  them 
say  any  thing  of  Thuggee.  I  shonld  have  known  noUiing 
about  it  had  I  not  been  taken  out  by  Dilawnr,  Fatteh 
Khan,  and  afterwards  by  Jhoulee  Khan  the  Fair,  who  toM 
me  that  I  was  of  a  very  high  Jamaldehee  family  of 
Thugs,  the  clan  from  which  bb  and  all  the  Iiodahas 
■prang. 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


C    2«7    ) 

Q.— How  are  tin  River  Thags.  not  inspected  by  the 
f>eaple  who  lire  on  the  banks  of  the  river  ? 
■  Shumthtra.—'Tbty  »xe  very  well  known  by  the  6oreyt« 
(police-men),  and  some  other  people  of  the  small  villa^ei 
along  the  banks  of  Ibe  Ganges ;  they  sometimes  keep  their 
Jwats  near  these  villages  for  several  days  together.  The 
two  lotahs  taken  frinn  the  two  men  whose  mnrder  I  have 
described,  were  given  to  the  Goreyt  of  the  village  of 
More,  whom  Jypaul  after  the  mnrder  sent  off  for  eight 
annas  worth  of  spirits.  These  Tbags  never  keep  any 
part  of  the  booty  bat  (be  money,  lest  it  should  bring  them 
into  troable.  The  clothes  of  the  two  men  were  thrown 
into  die  river.  The  principal  men  af  the  gang,  or  the 
shrewdeBt  of  then  go  along  the  roads,  each  having  a 
servant  carrying  his  bundle  and  proceeding  towards  the 
Gb&t  where  his  boat  is  to  be  ftmud,  whether  going  np  or 
down  the  river.  When  a  traveller  overtakes  him,  be 
learns  whither  he  is  going,  pretends  to  be  if^norant  of 
the  road,  to  be  going  to  the  same  place  with  the  traveller, 
bat  to  be  entirely  nnacqaainted  with  it,  and  anxions  to 
have  soDMbody  to  instruct  him.  If  the  traveller  bad  not 
intended  to  go  by  water,  the  Thng  soon  pretends  to  be 
mneh  tired,  and  wishes  that  he  were  near  a  boat.  The  tra- 
veller expresses  the  same  wish,  and  ibey  agree  to  diverge 
from  the  road  to  the  river.  Comiag  to  the  Gii&t  the  Thng 
pretends  that  he  is  a  good  hand  at  a  bargain,  and  is  allowed 
to  agree  Cor  a  passage  for  both.  He  beats  down  the  master 
of  bis  own  boat,  after  a  good  deal  of  disputing,  to  half 
price,  and  the  Beetoo  is  ranch  pleased  and  expresses  his 
gratitude ;  they  embark,  and  the  Beetoo  is  killed  as  soon 
as  they  get  away  from  other  boats.  If  the  Beetoo  sus- 
pects or  dislikes  the  first  man,  be  soon  falls  in  with  the 
invMgler  of  another  boat  who  learns  it  by  4  sign,  and 
pretends  to  enter  into  the  Beetoo's  fe^ngs  and  anxiety 
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(o  throw  off  (be  first,  who  on  aoiDe  pretence  remains 
behind,  while  his  friend  takes  on  the  traveller  to  the 
other  boat  farUier  on  than  his  own,  where  he  is  diaposed 
off.  The;  are  mnch  more  nameroas  than  we  are.  I  have 
not  beard  of  more  than  about  thirty  families  of  Moteeas, 
and  the  Lodabas  are  not  mnch  above  two  hundred  men, 
but  the  BoDj^os  are  very  numeroaa  I  have  heard. 

Q, — ^Wbat  do  they  consider  the  best  season  for  their 
work  ? 

SJiumshera. — The  months  of  November,  December, 
January,  and  February.  In  March  it  becomes  too  hot, 
and  in  the  rains  the  river  is  considered  to  be  too  rapid, 
and  the  boats  cann«t  be  pulled  along  the  banks. 

Q. — Was  your  brother  Rnnjeet  a  Thug  ? 

SAumakera. — Never ;  he  never  went  on  Thuggee,  and 
used  often  to  admonish  me  against  going,  but  I  did  not 
attend  to  him. 

Jmon  Bukah  and  Bukhtavur  are  lent  for, 

Q.— How  was  it  that  this  lad's  father,  Madar  Bnksh, 
an  old  and  noted  Thug,  did  not  initiate  him  himself? 

SuMfauwr.— His  father  used  to  drink  very  hard,  and 
in  bis  fits  of  intoxication  he  ased  to  n^leot  bis  prayera, 
and  his  days  of  fast.  All  days  were  the  same  with  him. 
This  lad,  Shnmshera,  was  always  sober  aad  religioualg 
disposed,  and  separated  from  his  father,  living  always  witb 
his  nncle  Dondee,  who  was  a  very  worthy  and  good  man. 

Q. — But  he  was  a.  Thug  also  ? 

Buiktavmr.- — Yes,  he  was,  bn  t  he  did  not  tell  this  boy  so, 

Q, — This  iad  says  the  Bongoos  are  known  to  the 
villagers  on  the  bank  of  the  river  1 

Bukhtaaur, — He  is  a  mere  boy ;  if  they  were  known  (o 
the  viUagers,  how  coald  they  escape  so  well.  They  rarelj 
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keep  their  boats  near  villages ;  bat  when  they  do,  they 
conciliate  the  Goreyts  and  other  police  men  that  they  may 
not  ask  qnastions. 

Q. — They  never  keep  any  thing  bat  money  he  says  ? 

Bukhtawur. — Rarely.  They  throw  every  thing  else 
away  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  the  Custom-house 
searchers  who  are  very  nnmeroas  in  that  quarter. 

Q.—- He  tells  me  that  Jhoulee  Khan  the  Fair  has  become 
a  river  Thug  ? 

Suihtaumr. — Yes,  for  the  last  seven  years  Jhoulee  has 
taken  to  the  river ;  he  bought  a  boat  or  two  with  some  of 
them,  and  being  a  very  clever  man  he  makes  one  of  their 
best  inveiglers  I  hear. 

Q. — And  bis  namesake !  Jhoulee  Khan  tbe  Black  ? 

Bukhtawur. — He  keeps  to  the  roads,  and  be  has 
villages  to  take  care  of.  He  rented  two  villages  from  Dolar 
Chondhuree,  who  is  a  Rajab  without  a  Tilut,  whose 
son-in-law  demanded  from  him  the  rent  rather  harshly ; 
Jhoulee  was  a  proud  man,  and  gave  him  a  drubbing 
with  his  shoe,  and  the  Rajah  got  him  seized  and  sent  to 
Mozufferpore  as  aThng.  He  was  twelve  years  in  prison, 
and  has  been  at  large  for  the  last  ten  years,  reporting 
himself  to  the  police  in  person  every  eight  days,  while 
his  brother.  Tulwar  Khan,  leads  out  bis  gang  on  the 
roads.  They  are  both  very  great  men,  but  Jhoulee  Khwi 
the  Fair  is  the  greatest.  He  knows  every  Thug  in  Bengal, 
whether  on  the  river  or  the  land. 

Q, — Were  not  Some  of  your  family .  lately  hung  at 
Ghazeepore  ? 

Imam  Buksh. — Yes.  My  two  brothers  Khada  Buksh 
and  Peer  Baksh  were  hnug  in  September,  two  years  ago. 
I  am  the  oldest  and  last. 

Q. — And  how  did  yon  escape? 
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ImoM  Buiah.'^Thej  were  taken  in  the  fact  (literally 
"Lasb-ke-aper,"  npon  the  bodies,*)  bnt  I  was  taken 
afWwards  at  bome.  They  ofTered  to  release  me  on 
seoarity,  and  when  I  was  ready  to  ^iv e  it,  they  sent  me 
off  to  Sugor.f 

W.  H.  SLGEMAN, 

Genl.  Supt. 

*  Tlw  bodiei  in  this  casa  coolil  not  be  loand  I  believB  by  the  Magii- 
Inta  of  Ohumpore,  bat  the  eridence  wii  (oBlcleBtlf  elew  without  tbem. 
t  SsB  Appendix— li(t  of  RiTRr  Tfansi— T. 


END   OF   THE   FIRST   VOLUME. 


G.  H.  i/sllnum,  Bm^ol  MilUarg  Orphan  Pro*. 
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APPENDIX   A. 


CORRESPONDENCE   BETWEEN  CAPTAIN 
SLEEMAN  AND  MR.  STOCKWELL. 


Saugor,  7tA  February,  1833. 

Dear  Sib, 

I  have  now  before  me  several  pri- 
vate and  public  letters  written  by  yon  so  Jong;  back  as 
1816  on  tile  subject  of  Tbogs,  and  as  yon  may  be  pleased 
to  learn  Bomething  of  the  subsequent  history  of  the  lead- 
ing characters  whom  yoa  then  mentioned  as  being  at 
large  and  at  their  "  dreadful  trade,"  I  take  the  liberty 
to  enclose  a  few  genealogical  tables  of  the  families  of 
some  of  the  approvers  now  nnder  my  charge.  Should 
yon  ant  have  preserved  copies  of  these  letters  I  shall 
Jiave  nmch  pleasure  in  forwarding  them  to  yon,  for  I  have 
ofteD  referred  to  them  with  interest  ^nd  advantage. 

I  hope  yon  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in  saying  that 
it  is  to  me,  and  mast  be  to  every  one  who  knows  any  thing 
of  the  subject,  and  feels  ansioDs  for  the  success  of  an 
attempt  so  interesting  to  humanity,  a  source  of  sincere 
gratification  to  find  yon  again  so  unexpectedly  placed  in  a 
gitnatioD  where  yoar  abilities  and  former  experience  are 
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likely  to  be  of  soch  important  advaDtage.  lodeed  I  majr 
very  honestly  say,  and  without  any  wish  to  be  complimen- 
tary to  a  Gentleman  whom  I  have  never  had  an  opporta- 
nity  of  seeing,  that  I  consider  yoar  appointment  to  the 
Dooab  providential ;  and  to  complete  our  sncoess  all  that 
is  wantiog  seems  to  me  to  be  yoar  appointment  as  a 
Special  Commissioner  to  try  all  the  Thogs  arrested  in  the 
different  districts  ofthe  Dooab  and  the  Kiagdom  of  Oade, 
and  health  and  strength  to  enable  yon  to  get  throngh  the 
Hercnlean  labour.  This  tribate  I  pray  yoa  to  accept 
from  one  who  has  known  yon  only  through  yonr  repute 
as  a  public  Officer,  and  who  may  perhaps  never  have 
an  opportanity  of  becoming  personally  acquainted  with 
you. 

My  part  in  the  work  I  consider  as  an  episode  in  my 
life.  It  is  a  duty  to  which  I  have  devoted  williugly  and 
zealously  all  the  little  ability  that  God  has  given  me,  but 
it  is  one  to  which  none  of  as  would  be  led  from  taste  or 
inclination.  It  is  one  requiring  the  finest  abilities,  but  one 
to  which  fine  abilities  would  not  from  choice  be  directed. 
If  the  protection  of  life  and  property  be  the  first  dsty  of 
Government,  never  did  any  object  more  imperatively  call 
f«r  the  application  of  all  its  energies  than  this ;  and  { 
trast  no  coniideratioas  will  induce  it  to  relas,  or  its  pub- 
lic Officers  to  withhold  their  cordial  co-operation  in  the 
work. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  yonr's  very  faithfully, 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 

G.  Stogrwell,  Esq. 


Kttt.—Vlt.  Btockwsil   bad   for  tomt  jam  biien   CammiuiN 
OHmb,  and  hit  ntnia  to  tba  Dooab  ww  to  me  qnito  nBezpaclti]. 
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CawHport,  24th  October,  1833. 
My  Dbak  Sib, 

Ad  experiment  is  ebont  to  be 
made  of  what  can  be  done  with  Thug  cases  in  oar 
Conrts  of  LaW|  for  Mr.  Wilson's  Shawl  case  will  come 
before  me  immediately,  and  we  shall  see  what  effect  Is 
prodnoed  by  the  result  of  this  trial.  I  have  done  what  is 
ID  me  to  have  the  preliminary  proceedtD^s  iodispntably 
correct — Ist,  by  obviating  cavil  at  my  balding  a  trial 
while  the  Sessions  Jadge  is  on  the  gpot,  which  has  been 
done  by  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  Nizamnt  in  favor 
of  my  so  doing — 2ndly,  by  avoiding  a  chance  that  a  com- 
mitment by  Ur.  Wilson  is  not  deemed  quite  legal.  He 
has  no  letter  making  him  a  Joint  Magistrate,  nor  has  be 
been  Gazetted  as  snch,  while  the  letter  from  Government 
to  the  Nizamnt  only  speaks  of  the  districts  in  which  he 
onght  to  be  made  joint— not  that  he  has  been  so  made. 
This  we  overcome  by  g^ettiog  &e  Magistrate  to  join  in 
the  commitment  witfaont  however  teaching  the  case,  and 
Uins  I  think  we  start  fair, 

■  Of  Wilson  1  will  not  pretend  to  give  yen  any  ao- 
coants.  Yon  ere  aware  of  his  activity  and  zeal,  and 
doubtless  he  keeps  yon  acquainted  with  his  movem«its 
and  their  results.  He  may  too  tell  yon,  though  he  might 
not  tell  me  and  has  not,  if  any  thing  is  done  by  me  or  by 
my  snbordinates  which  frustrates  his  endeavoari.  And 
if  so  yon  will  possibly  let  me  know  what  does  thwart  him, 
for  certes  be  has  my  anxioas  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  most  important  Police  measure  that  has  been  adopted 
in  my  time.  May  your  health  so  rally  and  your  strength 
be  so  renovated  that  yea  may  remain  to  superintend  that 
measnre  to  its  triumphant  conclusion.  I  can  hardly  say 
more  of  it  than  that  1  havebeard  persons  equally  ankoftWD 
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to  yon  and  to  tne,  bat  vho  bare  travelled  tfaroogfa  your 
districts  calldoyrn  btessiogs  od  yoar  head  for  (be  secnrity 
to  the  lives  and  property  of  travelleTs  wfaich  bad  beea 
broogbt  about  by  yoar  exertioDS  and  penetration.  This 
is  the  sort  of  praise  wbicb  most  come  home  to  a  man's 
breast,  and  as  I  said,  the  persons  knew  neither  yoa  nor 
me  persooally,  so  it  is  gennioe.  I  hope  yoa  got  lists  of 
Thngs  sent  to  yoa  under  two  separate  covers  from 
Fattebghar  and  Cawnpore. 

Believe  me,  very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)        G.  STOCKWELL. 

To  Captain  Slebman,  &c.  &.c. 


Cawnpore,  5th  Novemier,  1833. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Wilson's  commitmeut  came  before 
me  at  the  close  of  lost  month.  It  took  me  two  days  to 
make  extracts  from  bis  proceedings  and  five  more  to  take 
the  trial.  Of  a  jury  of  nine  who  were  called,  only  six 
attended,  of  whom  one  deserted  on  the  third,  another  on 
the  fourth  day  of  trial,  leaving  foar  by  whom  the  verdict 
was  delivered.  Their  judgment  was  more  free  from 
bias  than  that  of  an  English  jury,  because  there  were  no 
advocates  to  lead,  nor  was  there  any  summing  up  by  me, 
whence  my  leaning  might  have  been  discovered.  At  first 
the  business  seemed  to  go  against  their  grain,  and  to  be 
beyond  their  belief ;  bat,  as  point  after  point  was  deve- 
loped, and  each  fresh  head  of  evidence  fitted  into  tbat- 
which  had  gone  before,  conviction  entered  their  minds. 
After  retiring  for  an  hour  into  a  separate  room  they 
returned  with  a  verdict  of  guilty  :  they  brought  in  three 
men  guilty  of  the  aclnal  morder,  and  the  same  three  with 
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three  otben  goilty  of  remoTin^  the  bodies,  stabbing  and 
throwing  them  into  a  well ;  and  a  aeyeuth  gnilty  of  being 
with  them,  thongh  not  at  the  murder.  The  nine  accased 
of  receiving,  sharing  and  passing  the  itolen  property  were 
alsocoDvicted.  Of  these  last  I  have  acquitted  and  released 
two.  The  rest  moat  await  the  orders  of  the  Nizamnt  by 
whom  I  suppose  some  will  be  banged.  But  the  trial  will 
not  yet  be  submitted,  as  it  came  out  before  me  that  two 
of  the  Jemadars,  Rumdeen  and  Bhtigga,  had  been  for  three 
years  in  the  Fnrruckabad  jail  on  a  charge  of  Thuggee, 
whence  they  were  released  bat  two  months  before  they 
set  out  on  this  expeditioa.  The  papers  have  been  sent 
for  from  that  Zillah.  Should  yon  desire  a  more  detailed 
acGonat  I  will  send  over  my  notes  of  the  evidence,  though 
notes  are  rarely  useful  to  any  but  him  by  whom  they  are 
made,  and  with  them  a  copy  of  my  address,  which  will  be 
brief,  to  the  Nizamat  when  laying  my  proceedings  before 
them. 

As  I  am  about  to  quit  the  Dooab,  it  will  be  beyond  my 
power  to  lend  that  aid  to  Wilson's  operations  which  I 
trnat  they  have  received  in  my  character  of  moderator 
between  him  and  oar  Magistrates.  But  I  hope  the  foun- 
dation which  has  been  laid  by  his  own  good  sense  and 
conciliatory  manner  towards  functionaries  and  people,  and 
the  footing  on  which  I  have  put  him  with  them,  will 
preserve  to  him  all  necessary  influence.  And  that  it 
may  be  rendered  efficient,  I  have  to  day,  in  a  demi-official 
to  Mr.  Macsween,  advised  that  Wilson  should  be  Joint 
Magistrate  in  tbe  districts  within  this  and  the  Allahabad 
Division.  Any  parlicular  trials  can  still  be  referred  to  me, 
if  it  be  so  wished,  at  Moradabad  ;  and  in  respect  to 
bearing  them,  there  is  no  objection  nor  reluctance  on  my 
part.  1  cannot  however  but  think  that  an  arrangement 
is  required  for  trying  the   Jumaldahee  Thugs  whose 
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depredaUoDs  are  commiKed  in  Oude.  The  venue  c&nnot 
be  changed  to  oar  Courta,  and  Saagor  appears  to  me  too 
distaut.  Would  not  the  Goverament  instruct  the  Beai- 
deat  to  hold  those  trials*  ? 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  very  truly  and  faithfully  yours, 
(Siffned)        G.  STOCKWELL. 

To  Captain  Slbbman,  &c.  &c. 


APPENDIX  B. 

English  proceedings  of  the  Thug  trials  held  at 
Ghazeepoor  and  Benares  in  1833-34. 


WELBT  JACKSON,  Esquire, 

Register  to  the   \ixamut  Adawlul  for 
the  Weitem  Province  at  Allahabad. 


CuQTi  or  SewioDB 
of  ZilUh  Ohazeepoor 
Trikl,  No.  S,  of  the 
Calradar  forSnaioiM 
of  Angmt,  leu. 
I.  SlieiTMhM  Loll, 

Oomutuli   of  Pcr- 

•olum  Don  Sbah, 

FToMcalori. 
9.  Hnsit.  I'hoolBBah, 

8.    JhlEDDC, 

Vtrltu. 

1.  PeerBnkbi  Khui, 


I  herewith  transmit  to  be  laid  before 
the  Nizamnt  Adawlut  the  proceedings 
npoD  the  Trial,  noted  ia  the  margiD, 
held  at  the  station  of  Ghazeepoor  ou 
the  34th,  36th,  37tb,  29th  and  SOtb 
days  of  August,  1833,  A.  D. 

3.  There  are  three  Prosecutors — 
Sbewsahae  Lall  deposes  that  he  is  a 
Gomastah  of  Fersotum  Doss  Shah,  a 
Muhajun  of  the  city  of  Benares,  by 
whose  directions  he,  the  Prosecutor, 
purchased    a    quantity    of  Kiakaubs 

•  Thii  hH  lian  bean  done. 
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a/*  Ghazeepoor,  to  take  their  Trial 

833. 

N^t^io/thtWitnttuion 

the  part  nftht  PritantTt. 

AbttroHqftheEx- 

1  thl 

amnetiait,graiirut 
and  dattrfCem- 
mtmeat  M  trial 

WU,UMHM/« 

Wil»eua 

toCharac- 

nftiu 

Iht  Dtftnet. 

ttr. 

,Ta- 

Nob.  1  to  e. 

No.l.GoD- 

Oo- 

comviltedoathe 

ga  Dobey, 

:hjn- 

evideiicB  of  the 

and  Sooka- 

Do- 

neNootbaff. 

Beo- 

baiagBGizeilmth 

No.  S,  Nun- 

Kol- 
■an- 

.irae, 

the  atolen    pra- 
sLl   aad    8, 

doo,      Pao- 
llMtagj  " 

lb 

OD  Ihe  eTidcDce 

No.»,Granj 

Ba- 

and  all    on    the 

Nooadah, 

•roo, 

gronnda     stated 

Domah  Bng- 

.1 
Boc- 

ia    the  procend- 
ingsheld  ootho 
37lhJulT,  I8S3. 

No.4,De- 
ha  Raia 
and     Rt»» 

Ban- 

I'aaday. 

i 

No.  G,  Ram- 
bni  Panda]', 
and    Shaick 

No.   8, 

8iDg"R»"il.. 
chura  SiQK, 
Hnrchnrn 
Ojah,     and 
Daljet 
Khan. 
Nu.  7, 
Chttnroo 
Gofo      and 

ivr 

Ooro       and 
PirthieRaie. 

'(Signed)       E.  P.  SMITH,  Wag Uirate. 
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Khaa, 

5.  Bechirak  NoorbaS', 
4.  KhodabukhB  Khui, 
t.  Sfaeikh  DaneUh, 

6.  PaerooKhui, 


8.  Sbeihh  Ammse. 

1(1  Count. 

Thngge,   aUeaUed 

nilh  murder  of  Pur- 

dil  KbaD  and    Bud- 

dhaie  laboarer. 

Id  Count. 

Murder  of  Pardil, 

Khaa  and  Buddhnia 

laboarer. 

lit  April,  18SS. 


«.  Knrrum  Bakha  and  other  costly  cloths  of  Benares 
mai]ufactQreiavaIaeaboDt450  rupees, 
placed  them  in  a  wooden  box,  sent 
the  box  to  the  Benares  Caston 
House,  where  he  look  out  a  Row- 
annab,  and  had  the  box  properly 
secnred  with  rope  and  moomjamBh, 
the  fasteningB  being  seonred  by  wax 
bearing  the  Custom  Honse  Seal,  en- 
tertained Purdil  Khan  as  Peon  in 
charge,  and  Baddhaie  Cooley  to  carry 
the  box  ;  and  npon  the  38th  March, 
1833,  corresponding  to  tbe  23d  Chait, 
1340  Fy.,  sent  off  the  said  Pardil 
Khaa  and  Baddhaie,  with  directions 
to  deliver  the  box  to  the  house  of 
Goardeal  Ram  and  Banarsee  Ram,  Muhajnns,  residing 
ia   the   Town  of  Cbuprah,  Zillah  of  Saran. 

He  farther  declares,  that  ihedistance  between  Benares 
and  Chnprah  is  travelled  in  six  days,  but  that  eighteen 
days  elapsed  withoat  his  receiving  any  tidings  that  the 
goods  bad  reached  Cbaprab,  or  of  those  to  whom  he  had 
entrnsted  them  ;  when  npon  the  nineteenth  day,  a  letter 
reached  him  by  tiie  Dak  fromSangamlall  and  Bnllakeedosa 
Mnhajunsof  the  Town  of  Ghazeepoor,  acquaintiog  him 
with  the  apprehension  of  a  gang  of  robbers  having  in 
their  possession  considerable  property  of  a  nature  similar 
ot  that  which  he,  the  Prosecutor,  had  eatrosted  to  Pardil 
Khan. 

That  he  then  repaired  to  Ghazeepoor,  taking  with  him 
the  Beejuck  of  the  property,  and  having  made  known  the 
occasion  of  his  coming  to  the  Magistrate,  the  property  ia 
Court  was  compared  with  the  Beejuck  and  found  to 
correspond,  and  that  after  inspectioa  he  was  enabled  to 
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■wear  to  the  whole  property  as  being  that  which  b;  bis 
directions  Pardil  Khan  and  Baddhaietook  from  Beaares 
to  carry  to  Chnprah. 

MuMt.  PbwdMh,  The  wife  of  Pardil   Khan  corro- 

borated the  circnmstance  of  her  hasband  having  beea 
engaged  for  the  (rip  by  Gfaoas  Khan,  a.  Jemadar  in  the 
employ  of  Sbewsaliae  Lall  last  named,  and  to  her  hasfaand 
having  sent  her  a  message  on  the  day  he  set  oat,  saying 
be  should  return  in  six  days.  That  he  never  has  re- 
turned and  she  now  hears  he  has  been  murdered ;  she 
recognises  a  sword  and  a  dagger  in  Court  as  having 
been  ber  husband's  weapons. 

The  third  ProM-  A  Chov^dry  of  Coolies  at  Benares, 
color,  JhuDoo,  corroborates  the  dispatch  of  a  box  by 

Shewsabae  Ijall  in  charge  of  Pardil  Khan,  and  his  having 
furnished  Bnddbaie  Cooley  in  virtue  of  bis  office,  to  carry 
the  bos.  He  appears  as  a  prosecntot  in  consequence  of 
his  being  Buddbaie's  ancle. 

E.ideoce  for  the  3d.— The  facts  stated  by  the  Prose- 
ProMcuiioD.  cutors,  that  is    the  purchase    of  the 

property,  the  taking  out  a  Rowannah  at  the  Benares 
Custom  House,  the  entertaining  of  Purdil  Khan  and 
Buddhaie,  and  the  dispatch  of  the  box  in  their  diarge, 
and  the  identity  of  the  property  with  that  in  ibe  Court, 
is  firmly  established  by  the  following  evidence: 

Bamlowinn  Rtia,  Who    was  employed   by  Shewsa- 

bae Lall  to  purchase  the  goods. 

Baboo  Noorbiff,  "Who    himself    manufactured    the 

greater  part  of  the  goods,  sold  them  to  Shewsabae  Lall, 
and  who  was  present  at  the  parchase  of  ihose  articles  not 
made  by  himself. 

Snhwe,  A  tailor  in  the  employ   of  Shew- 

sahae  Lall,  who  sewed  the  cloth  packing  cases,  who 
MWed  on  the  fringes  to  a  number  of  articles,  who  assisted 
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in  packing  fbe  goods,  and  who  aftenrafd  saw  the  box, 
with  the  Cuitom  Honse  seals  and  moonuBmah  attached 
to  it. 

GhoDtKluui,  Jemadar  of   Sbewsahae  Lall,  who 

engaged  Pardil  Khan  and  Baddhaio  Cooley,  and  assisted 
in  packing  tbe  box. 

4lb. — I  DOW  proceed  to  the  evideooe  which  is  adduced 
to  prove  that  this  property  of  the  Prosecntor  Shewsabae 
Lall  was  foand  npon  tbe  prisoneri. 

Sheikh  ODdM,  K  Deptues  that,  on  the  2d  April  1833, 

Burkniidaz  io  tbe  be  was  travelling  along  tbe  road  npon 
ThBiinai.ofB.MdM,  bnsiness  eonoected  with  the  Police, 
in  an  easterly  direction,  \fhen  jastas  he  was  abont  to 
enter  the  village  of  "  Metree  Tal,"  he  met  seven  men 
coming  from  Meiree  Tal.  "Kiat  he  at  once  recognised 
Korreen  Bnkhs,  Peeroo  Khan  and  Knrrnm  AUi,  having 
chanced  to  see  them  once  before,  when  they  were  nnder 
trial  for  a  former  offence ;  tbat  be  spoke  to  them  slightly, 
and  then,  passing  them,  entered  the  village.  That  sus- 
pecting their  parpoie,  be  got  together  some  of  the 
Zemindars  and  Ooraits  of  Meiree  Tal,  and  gave  imme- 
diate pursuit ;  tbat  coming  in  sigbt  of  them  abont  a  mile 
from  the  village  he  foand  they  had  divided  into  two 
parties  and  taken  different  roads,  one  parly  consisting  of 
Peeroo  Kban,  No.  6,  Sheikh  Dnrveish,  No.  5,  and  Kfao- 
dab  Bukbs  Khan,  No.  4,  having  taken  a  road  dne  west, 
and  the  other  parly  of  four  persons,  Peer  Bnkbs  No.  1, 
Knrreem  Bukbs  No,  3,  Beeobook  No.  3,  and  Karrom 
All  having  gone  by  a  road  in  a  N.  W.  direction  ;  tbat 
seeing  this,  he  sent  Atchnmbit  Sing  and  Lalsa  Goraite 
after  the  first  party,  and  himself,  accompanied  by  Shew- 
deal  Sing,  Keener  Sing,  Pran  and  Gu^a,  pursued  the 
second  party,  and  that  he  was  thos  enabled  to  apprehend 
the  whole  of  these  seven  persons,  npoD  fear  of  whom 
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-Peer  Bnkfas  (Ko.  1)  Knrreem  Bnkhs  (No.  3)  Beechee 
(No.  3)  and  Darveisb  (No.  5)  he  foand  bundles  of  pro- 
perty. 

That  he  then  proceeded  with  the  whole   parly   in  the 

direction  of  his  Tbannah,  and  had  reached  a  Pokeree  in 

Bansdee,  when  the  prisoners  entreated  for  their  release, 

offering  him  fifty  rnpees  cash,  for  which  one  of  their  party 

was  to  be  sent,  and  a  piece  of  Kiokafa  ;   that  he  declined 

their   offers,   and  lodged   tfaem  safely  at   the  Tbannah, 

where  the  property  foand  on  them  was  duly  examined,  &c. 

The  whole  of  the  above  testimony  from  the  moment 

that  Sheikh  Ondan  entered  Meiree  Tal  and  gave  the 

alarm,  till  be  delivered   the  pTisoners  into  the  castody  of 

the  Thannadar  is  corroborated  by  the  following  evidence : 

Sbewdeai  Sing,        resident     Zemindars     and    Gooraits 

Be«i»r  Sing,  ^f  y,^   ^j^g      ^  Meiree  Tal,  added 

Atchnmblt  Sing,  .  .   .      ■  .  .      . 

LbIw  GoTKite  "*  *''•*'''  ^"^  prisoners*  when  examia- 

Pnin  QoTBiie,  ed  by  the  Thannadar,  and  in  their  anb- 

seqnent  depositions,  admitted  having  the  property  in  their 
possession,  thoagh  they  attempted  to  accoant  for  that 
circumstance  in  a  way  which  will  be  noticed  in  the 
defence, 

5th. — Having  thas  traced  the  property  with  which 
Pardil  Khan  and  Baddhate  set  ont  from  Benares  to  carry 
to  Chaprah,  into  the  posseasion  of  the  prisoners,  I  now 
proceed  to  the  evidence,  tending  to  shew  bow  far  Pardil 
Khan  woald  appear  to  have  reached  on  his  way. 

It  is  to  he  observed  that  Purdil  Khan  having  charge  of 
goods  liable  to  pay  dnties  and  for  which  be  held  a 
Rowannah  of  the  Benares  Cnstom  Hoase,  was  obliged  to 
present  himself  and  shew  his  Rowannah  at  all  the  Cnstom 
Honse  Chowkees  on  the  road.    We  have  accordingly  the 

*  The  foar  prinnan  on  whom  it  wu  foand. 
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cvideDce  of  the  following  peraoos  to  the  point  ia  qamtlon ; 

KnmmatAti,  Stationed    at   the    Coatom    Hoase 

Chowkee  Goomtee  Mobamah  at  Patna,  to  whom  Pnrdit 
Khan  shewed  the  box  and  Rowannah,  and  who  took  a 
copy  of  the  Rowannah  on  tfae  28th  March. 

LallJeelftU,  Sutioned  at  the  Chowkee  Bolleab, 

81  coss  east  of  Patna  on  the  road  to  Ch Oprah,  who  took  a 
Copy  of  the  Rowaanab  wfaiot  was  presented  to  him  by 
Purdil  Khan ;  he  forj^ts  the  date,  bat  from  other  sources 
it  appears  to  have  been  the  31it  Marob. 

BouDDi  8iDc,  Stationed  at  Chowkee  Bnrgnnd,  2 

COGS  east  of  Chowkee  Balleab  on  the  Chnprab  road,  who 
tninately  details  the  persaa  and  dress  of  Pnrdil  Kban, 
^e  Cooley,  the  box  with  red  Moomjamah  and  seals,  his 
qnestioning  Pnrdil  Khan,  wbo  described  himself  as  travel- 
ling from  Benares  to  Cbnprah,  and  to  whom  be  assigned 
a  lodging  in  the  honse  of  Shewchoro  Candoo  for  that 
night  (31st.) 

Sbewchora  Cudoo,  Id  whose  honse  at  Bnrsnad,  Pnrdil 
Kban  slept. 

Soikcr  Oonii,  Of   Barannd,    who   described   the 

person,  dress,  &c,  8ui.  in  a  similar  manner  to  Baasant 
Sing- 

KorTDin  All,  An  accomplice  to  whom,  ander  tfae 

provisions  of  Section  III.  Regolalion  X,  1834,  a  pardon 
was  tendered  by  the  Magistrate, — 

Who  describea  how  he  and  the  other  eight  Prisoners 
were  oat  on  the  road  in  question,  in  quest  of  some  victims 
-on  whom  to  exercise  their  profession  (Thuggee) ;  that  they 
remained  the  night  of  the  30th  March  nnder  a  tree, 
■oath  of  the  village  of  Balleah  above-mentioned,  the  night 
of  the  31st  March  opposite  to  and  a  little  south  of 
Barannd,  and  tiiat  on  the  1st  April,  when  about  2^  coss 
from  Barsand,  they  fell  in  ■  with  Pnrdil  Khan  and  the 
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Cooley  earrjiog  the  box,  with  whom  some  of  them  joined 
company  and  Bccompatiiad  them  to  Marlee  Chopra,  6  ooss 
distant  from  Bursand ;  that  there  they  all  passed  the  night 
•nder  a  tree  at  a  little  distance  from  the  village,  and  that 
so  early  as  3  A.  H.  on  the  morniDg  of  the  3d  April,  they 
all  set  ont  and  had  proceeded  bat  a  short  distance,  vhea 
Fardil  Khan  and  Boddbaie  were  deprived  of  their  lives 
io  the  asnal  vay  by  strangiilalion  ;  their  bodies  deposited 
in  a  ditch  betveen  two  gardens  near  the  spot ;  the 
bos  opened  and  property  packed  in  bandies,  and  their 
■pprefaenaioa  at  noon  (he  same  day  near  Meiree  Tal  by 
Sheikh  Oadan  Barkandaz. 

Connecting  this  evidence  vith  that  to  the  seiznre  of 
the  Prisoners  at  Heiree  Tal  about  nooa  on  this  very 
second  of  April,  a  distance  of  8  ooss  west  of  Mnrlee 
Chaprab,  we  have  undoubted  proof  that  Pardil  Khaa 
and  Buddhaie  Cooley  appeared  at  Bulleah  and  Bar- 
sund  Chowkieg,  and  slept  at  the  latter  place  on  the  31st 
March  and  that  the  prisoners  were  apprehended  at 
Heiree  Tal  proceeding  westward  and  8  coss  from  Murlee 
Chopra  by  a  cross  road  in  an  opposite  direction  on  this 
3d  April,— that  coDieqnently  Fardil  Khaa  and  Bad- 
dhaie  coald  not  possibly  have  reached  more  than  one 
stage  b«yond  Cfaawkee  Bonand  when  deprived  of  the 
propmty. 

6tb.^The  evidence  to  the  following  points  baa  tfias 
been  detailed  : 

1.  The  porohaae  and  despatch  of  the  property  ia 
chaise  of  Purdil  Khan  and  Boddbaie  en  route  to  Chnpra 
on  the  35tb  March. 

3.  The  identity  vf  the  said  property  with  that  in  the 
Court. 

3.  The  seisure  of  the  prisooers  on  the  2d  April, 
having  this  property  in  their  possession. 
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4.  EviJences  ahewiog  that  Pnrdil  Khan  conld  not 
bave  reached  beyond  a  day's  joarney  east  of  Bntsnnd) 
where  he  slept  on  the  Slat  March. 

The  fate  of  Pnrdil  Khan  and  Buddbaie,  and  Uie  oir- 
cnmstances  attending  the  robiMry  are  detailed  in  the 
evidence  of  Korreen  Ali  alone,  from  whose  deposition  a 
brief  abstract  of  a  part  only  bas  been  made.  It  is  now 
howerer  necessary  to  give  it  more  in  detail,  ,as  several 
connecting  proofs  have  been  elicited  in  oonseqaeoce  of 
the  disclosures  made  by  him.  Bnt  first  it  is  necessary  to 
mention  that  at  tho  Thannoh,  and  in  the  first  instance 
hefore  the  Ma){istrate,  he  made  a  defence  similar  to  that 
of  the  other  prisoners,  and  that  it  wag  not  until  the  6th 
of  May,  being  one  month  and  fonr  days  subsequent  to  his 
apprehension,  that  he  gave  his  evidenoe  apon  oath  before 
the  Magistrate. 

He  declares  that  in  the  month  of  Phagoon,  the  eight 
prisoners  assembled  at  the  house  of  Khader  Bnkhs  (4), 
in  the  village  of  Tnpnee,  and  set  ont  along  the  road  to 
Mirzapore  in  the  hope  of  falliDg  io  with  some  booty. 
That  he,  Knrreem  Ali,  had  promised  to  meet  them  for  the 
same  purpose  in  the  month  of  Cfaait,  and  agreeably  to 
bu  promise,  he  in  the  month  of  Chait  went  to  the  village 
of  Tupnee,  and  thronghMasst.  Choheeafa,  a  female  slave 
of  Khader  Bnkhs,  enquired  where  he  was  to  meet  the 
gang.  That  Masst.  Azeema,  the  wife  of  Khader  Bokbs, 
was  ill,  and  he  did  not  see  her,  bnt  that  she  sent  him 
word  by  Chobeeah*  that  he  wonld  meet  the  gang  nt  the 
village  of  Bnlleah  ;  that  he  set  ont  for  Balleah,  and  upon 
the  same  day,  the  30(h  March,  reached  Balleah,  where 
be  found  the  prisoners,  and  was  informed  by  tbem 
that  they  had  been  nnsnccetsfnl ;  that  they  remainsd  that 

•  This  is  Mnob«nMb)llMtTidMK«af  Hurt.  CiNiMM*, 
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Bight  nnder  a  tree  sonth  of  Bnlleah  ;  that  the  next  day 
<bey  ramored  to  the  Tioioity  of  Borsnod,  where  they 
passed  the  night  of  the  3lst ;  that  in  the  morning  of  the 
lat  April  ttiey  proceeded  eastward,  and  sis  men  bad  gone 
tdiead,  while  three  of  the  party,  Khader  Bukfas  (4),  Dor- 
veesh  (5),  Peroo  Khan  (6),  sat  down  by  the  road  side  to 
eat ;  that  after  a  while  these  three  persons  appeared, 
having  Pnrdil  Khan  aad  the  Cooley  in  company  ;  that  in 
the  act  of  passing  their  companions  who  were  smoking  by 
the  road  side,  one  of  the  three,  Darveesh  (5),  falling  behind 
joined  them,  and  told  them  to  come  on  to  MarJee  Cbnpra 
abont  dnsk  in  the  evening.  That  they  joined  com- 
pany at  Mnrlee  Cbnpra,  and  took  np  their  lodging 
nnder  a  tree  near  the  vilhtge,  being  the  nsnal  resting 
place  for  travellers;  that  at  3  a.  M.  of  the  3d  April, 
Ammee  awoke  Pnrdil  Khan,  and  proposed  to  proceed, 
bat  Pardil  Khan,  saying  it  was  too  early,  declined  ;  that 
shortly  after  however  the  whole  party  proceeded,  and 
while  their  companions  scattered  themselves  to  a  little 
distance  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  approach  of  strangers 
Khader  Bukfas  (No.  4),  Darveesh  (\o.  5),  Baktonr(No. 
7),  and  Ammee  (No.  8),  who  continoed  near  to  Pnrdil 
Khan  and  Bnddbaie,  having  seated  them  to  ease  them- 
selves, took  advantage  of  the  opportanity  and  strangled 
(hem ;  that  Ammee  (No.  8),  threw  the  phaosee,  and  Dar- 
veesh (No.  6),  palled  ont  the  legs  of  Pardil  Khan,  while 
Khader  Bakhs  (4),  threw  the  phaasee  round  Bnddhaie's 
Deck,  and  Baktonr  (7),  held  hia  legs ;  that  the  same 
persons  then  removed  each  their  own  victims  and  placed 
the  bodies  in  a  ditch  between  two  Baggechas ;  that 
Karreem  Bnkhs  (3),  took  np  the  box,  and  Khader  Bokbs 
the  dagger  and  sword,  belonging  to  Pardil  Khan,  and 
they  all  of  them  then  proceeded  westward,  in  the  direo- 
tioa  of  Peeroo  Khan's  house  by  a  crow  road  y  that  when 
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tbey  had  reached  a  distaoce  of  abont  one  cogs,  they  by 
Ammee's  desire  went  into  a  field,  and  broke  opea  the 
box,  vhere  thoy  divided  the  contents  into  foar  bundles, 
one  a  piece  beln^  given  to  Dnrveesh  (5),  Karreem  Bnkbs 
(2),  Baotonr  (7),  and  Amniee  (8) ;  that  after  having 
buried  the  pieces  of  the  box  and  the  strings  and  red 
moomjamah  io  the  field,  they  again  set  ont,  end  vrhen 
new  to  Meiree  Tal,  Baktoar(7),  and  Ammee  (8),  pro- 
posed to  get  home  by  a  shorter  rente,  and  giving  their 
bandies  to  Peer  Bakhs  and  Beechook,  separated  from 
them  when  jast  enteriog  Meiree  Tal.  That  the  gang 
tiien  went  np  to  the  Tnkkeah  of  Allee  Bnkhs  Shah 
Faqneer,  with  whom  Peeroo  Khan  (No.  6],  deposited  the 
sword  belonging  to  the  deceased  ;  that  gojng  onward, 
tbey  met  Sheikh  Oadan  Burknodaz  oatside  Meiree  Tel, 
who  snspecting  them,  and  knowing  some  of  them  to  be 
bad  characters,  got  a  party  of  Zemindars  and  Goraits 
from  Meiree  Tal,  and  apprehended  them ;  that  tbey 
-offered  large  bribes  to  Sheikh  Oadan,  bat  be  wonld  not 
listeo  to  them,  and  lodged  them  at  the  Thaonah  ;  be  also 
declared  that  the  dagger  had  been  taken  from  Khoder 
Bnkhs  by  Sheikh  Ondan. 

The  evidence  of  Karreem  Ali  presented  several 
fiecaliar  circamstances,  each  sasceptible  of  indepen- 
dent proof,  and  apon  the  trath  of  which  the  credit  doe 
to  that  evidence  wonld  mainly  depend,  snch  as  the  find- 
ing of  the  sword,  the  dagger,  the  pieces  of  box  and 
^pendeges,  and  the  bodies,  in  the  places  indicated  by 
Karreem  Ali. 

The  Magistrate  at  once  observed  the  importance  of 
investigating  these  points,  and  lost  no  time  in  depnting 
the  Darogah  of  the  Jail,  an  active  and  intelligent  Officer, 
to  make  these  investigations,  accompanied  by  Knrreem 
JUi.    The  resolt  of  this  enqoiry  snbstantiating  more  or 
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less  the  above  points  I  shall  now  detail  from  the  cvidsooa 
examioed  before  tbis  Court. 

Sword, 

AIIm  fi«bli»  Shall,  Describes  the  Sword  beio^  depo- 
^^V""'  sited  with  him  by  Peeroo  Khan  (6), 

on  the  day  when  the  prisoners  were  seized.  He  also 
identifies  the  said  Peeroo  Khan  and  swears  to  the  reeo^* 
nitian  of  prisoners,  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  as  well  at 
Kureem  Ali,  saying  (hey  were  standing  near  faia  Tnkkeah 
wben  Peeroo  Khan  begged  him  to  keep  the  Sword.     . 

Daltmn  Koeree,  Inhabitant  of  Meiree  Tal,  deposes 

to  the  same  fnola  as  Ali  Bokh  Shah,  but  even  in  e  more 
particnlor  way,  recognising  all  the  prisoners,  save  7 
and  8,  describing  what  bandies  he  saw  with  each,  bis 
evidence  in  this  respect  tallying  with  that  at  the  Thannah 
respecling  tho  search  of  the  prisoners. 

The  Sword  was  foaad  in  the  Chopper  of  the  Tuk- 
keeah. 

The  Dagger 

Was  found  by  search  in  the  presence  of  witnesses, 
in  the  Petarah  of  Sheikh  Oadao  Bnrkondaz,  who 
■aoonnts  fat  the  circumstance  by  stating,  that  when  he 
apprehended  the  prisoners,  he  espied  the  dagger  in  the 
kumner  of  Khader  Bukbs  (4),  and  fearing  lest  that  pri* 
aoner  in  dispnte  should  attempt  to  do  him  an  injury,  fae 
took  it  from  him,  and  having  put  it  away  in  his  petarab, 
and  being  instantly  sent  ap«n  other  Police  duties,  he 
had  never  thought  again  of  the  Dagger  till  it  was  foanal 
in  his  petarah. 

Tbe  dagger  is  a  shabby  article,  mmI  wortii  scarcely 
me  tnpee )  some  of  the  witnetses  wh«  assisted  to  seito 
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ibo  prisoners  also  depose  to  seeing  the  da^er  is  tka 
kammer  of  Khader  Bnkbs. 

Pieces  of  Box— Sope  with  Seals — Red  Moomjamah. 

NetkM  Choinir,  Who  reside  in  the  adjoiaing  riU 
Bnhuu  Alii  Noor-  lage,  depose  to  bein^f  called  npoD  to 
^*^'  attend  the  Darogah  ;  that  apon  rencbo 

in^the  spot,  a  person  whom  they  identify  as  Knrreem  Ali, 
took  them  all  to  afield  and  by  his  directions  they  began  to 
dig  the  gronnd,  when  after  a  little  they  fonnd  the  rope  witb 
the  seals  and  red  moomjamah ;  that  again  he  took  them  to 
another  field  where  a  little  below  the  snrfaoe  they  found 
some  pieces  of  a  box;  that  the  first  field  was  Bebarie's, 
and  the  second  field  belonged  to  Reghar ;  that  both  fields 
adjoin  each  otiter,  witb  the  road  mnning  between  them. 

The  Bodies. 

Knrreem  Ali,  it  appears,  pointed  oat  the  exaot  spot 
corresponding  with  his  evidence  where  the  bodies  had 
been  deposited,  bnt  they  were  not  found  there.  Upon  tbif 
point — 

BbMbnl  lUia,  'Who  reside  in  the  sorronnding  viU 
BaTrieB««,MBh.et     ,  j^  j^  j,„.       ^^^j   ^^^^ 

Kaie,  Sewchum  ,     ,.  ,  ,         , 

Oeer,  Omno  None-  **"»  '»^'*"  **'  murdered  travellen 
btffandBaniMKDi-  were  lying  between  the  gardens  of 
ree,  Thakoordath    Missir   and  Gnnnaish- 

duth  Missir,  for  some  days  about  the  time  in  qnestion, 
bat  they  either  know  not  or  are  aTerse  to  disclose  tka 
mauDec  in  which  they  were  removed.  The  latter  aeem» 
ihe  most  probable. 

By  a  Roobekaree  of  the  Magistrate  under  date  the 
i!7tk  Jaty  1S88,  it  weald  appear  that  after  ■  fall  enqoiry 
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be  considered  thig  point  to  be  established  and  pnnisbed 
by  imprisonment  and  fine,  those  who  had  abetted  the 
cancealment  of  the  bodies,  instead  of  reporting  the  cir- 
cumstance to  the  Police. 

The  Defence.  The   prisoners   deny  the  charge  in 

toto,  and  aoconnt  for  having  the  stolen  property  in  their 
possession  in  the  following  manner — that  npon  the  day 
en  nfaich  they  were  seized,  it  chanced  that  they  were 
passing  Meiree  Tal,  some  npon  one  errand,  some  upon 
another,  bnt  withont  connection  with  each  other,  and 
that  npon  their  reaching  the  well  at  Meiree  Tal,  Sheikh 
Ondan  Barknndaz  Ifud  bold  of  them  apparently  as  beg- 
gars or  coolies,  and  ordered  them  to  assist  in  carrying 
some  'bundles,  lying  by  the  side  of  the  well,  to  th» 
Thannah ;  that  they  objected  to  this  coercive  measure 
withoDt  effect,  and  ultimately  were  forced  to  obey,  and 
that  when  they  reached  the  Thannah  they  were  denonnced 
as  Tbngs,  and  saddled  with  the  property  as  proof  of 
their  guilt. 

'  The  prisoners  have  not  attempted  to  prove  this  story, 
bst  tbey  called  witnesses  principally  to  establisb  tbeic 
good  conduct. 

Tbeir  evidence  however  for  from  sstablisbiog  their 
claim  to  good  character,  represnt  them  as  men  who  have 
no  ostensible  livelihood,  and  in  corroboration  of  the  cha- 
racter assigned  to  them,  mention  their  frequent  absence 
from  their  homes  for  unknown  purposes. 
'  Such  is  the  evidence  broaght  by  the  prisoners  Nos.  2,3, 
7  and  8 ;  Khader  Bukhs  No.  4,  and  Peeroo  Khan  No.  6 
are  own  brothers.  The  former  brought  two  witnesses,  one 
of  whom  denies  all  knowledge  of  him,  and  the  other 
hears  he  is  a  bad  character,  having  been  apprehended 
twice  or  thrice  before.  The  latter  brought  two  witnesses 
to  prove  he  was  a  servant  in  an  Indigo  Factory  neat  t» 
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Meiree  Ta),  and  had  incurred  (Le  eomitjr  of  the  inba- 
bitants  io  the  discharge  of  his  daty  as  a  peadab;  one  of 
these  witnesses  has  been  10  years,  the  other  6  years  a 
servant  of  the  factory.  They  positivefy  swear  that  the 
prisoner  (No.  G,)  never  has  been  a  servant  of  the  factory 
during  the  above  period. 

The  Faiirnh  Of  the  Law  Officer  is  to   the  fol- 

lowing effect ;  that  from  the  corroboration  of  the  several 
oircnmstances  in  the  evidence  given  by  Knrreem  AH| 
Badi  as  the  finding  of  the  pieces  of  the  bos  and  the 
cords  bearing  the  seals  of  the  Cnstom  Honse  at  Benares, 
ID  spots  pointed  oot  by  that  witness,  as  well  as  the 
finding  of  the  sword  in  the  possession  of  AlleeBakhs 
Faqneer,  with  whom  Peeroo  Khan  bad  placed  it,  and 
the  dagger  with  Sheikh  Oadan,  both  of  which  latter 
cironmstances  had  been  previously  narrated  by  the  s^d 
witnesses ;  also,  from  the  prisoners  having  been  appre- 
hended together  with  the  property  as  well  as,  from  the 
story  told  by  the  prisoners,  "  that  Sheikh  Ondan  Bar^ 
kondaz  pat  the  property  on  them  by  force,"  being  quite 
unworthy  of  credit,  and  as  it  wotdd  appear  that  the- 
prisoners  offered  large  bribes  to  the  said  Sheikh  Ondan 
to  induce  him  to  release  them  ;  also  from  the  evidence 
that  the  prisoners  are  bad  characters,  have  been  before 
iqiprehended  and  obtain  a  livelihood  by  highway  robberies, 
&c. ;  from  all  these  circnmstaacea,  there  is  strong  pre- 
sumptive proof  that  the  prisoners  did,  in  concert  with 
each  other,  mnrder  Purdil  Khan  ani  Baddhaie,  and 
rob  and  plunder  the  property  in  their  charge  now  in 
Court;  and  further,  that  from  the  evidence  of  Kurreem 
A I  it  the  declaration  of  Beechook,  and  evidence  of 
Jjalsa  Gorait,  the  prisoners  Buktoar  (So.  7,)  and  Anmee 
(No.  8,)  are  proved  to  have  been  aiders  or  abettors  in  the 
widmardor  and  robbery ;  that  the  prisoners  ar«  liable 
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to  akoobat  either  by  lengtbened  impYiflonmeDt  or  by 
lentence  of  deatb  a^iut  the  whole  or  a  pottioa  of  the 
prisoaen. 

Jadge'«  opinhM.  After  a  perosal  of  the  evidence  for 

the  proiecation,  which  is  lo  arranged  as  to  sfaev  the 
gradaal  progress  of  the  investigatioo  and  its  tendenoy 
to  sabataotiale  the  charge,  I  feel  no  difficult;  in  arriving 
at  the  conolasioa  that  the  prismiers  are  all  of  them 
professed  Tbags,  and  that  the  prisoners.  No.  1,  2,  3, 
4,  5  and  6,  did  actoally  murder  PurdH  Khan  and 
Boddhaie  Cooley,  by  strangulatioa  in  the  manaer 
Bioally  made  use  of  by  Thugs ;  plundered  and  carried 
off  the  property  with  which  the  murdered  persons  were 
entrusted,  and  within  a  few  hoars  aAer,  and  not  twelve 
miles  from  the  spot,  were  apprehended,  having  the  ' 
plnodered  property,  and  a  wei^o  of  the  murdered 
Fordil  Khan  in  their  possession  while  harrying  in  a 
■traight  line  from  the  spot  where  the  murders  were  pei^>e- 
trated  to  the  hooae  of  Peeroo  Kban  (No.  6),  i^ioh  is 
aitunted  about  a  mile  beyond  Meiree  Tal. 

Respecting  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners,  T  do  not  see 
any  reasonable  doubt  to  be  urged  in  their  favor;  the 
evideaoa  of  an  accomplice  whose  very  act  of  deserting 
and  denoBOoing  his  oompaoiooa  is  one  of  treachery 
dictated  by  the  desire  of  setf-preservalion,  is  ever  viewed 
vith  snspioion ;  but  in  the  present  case,  the  evidence  of 
Knrreem  Ali  would  scarcely  be  aeoeassry  to  substantiate 
their  gnilt,  for  there  would  still  remain  a  mass  of  proof 
fuffioient  to  conviot  the  prisoners. 

To  be  ctrcnmspect  however,  and  not  attach  any 
further  credeooe  to  fhat  evidence  than  so  far  as  its  truth 
is  established  beyond  dispute  by  sabseqaent  investi- 
gation, wemay  add  to  tiie  proo£i  already  obtained  whea 
Korreem  AU  made  his  disclesnre,— 1st,  the  finding  of  the 
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'pieces  of  tbe  box,  Ibe  cords  having;  the  Custom  Honae 
jwaU,  and  the  moomJEUDKb  <M>?er  ;  3d.  the  fiodiog  of  tb« 
sword  with  the  Faqaeer  at  Meiree  Tol ;  3d,  th6  finding 
of  tbe  da^^r  with  Sheikh  Oadao,  both  of  which 
■veapoDS  beloDged  to  Pordil  Khan ;  and  4tb,  tbe  result 
of  an  investigation,  which  shews  that  two  bodies  were 
lying  for  some  dajs  on  the  spot  pointed  oat  by  Kurreem 
AU.  All  these  are  foots  elicited  from  the  eridence  of 
Knrreem  AH,  which,  while  they  tend  greatly  tt 
strengthen  the  proofs  against  the  prisoners  in  qnestionj 
Dndonbtedly  shew,  if  well  considered,  that  the  evidence 
of  Korreem  Ali  may  be  depended  on  as  trath,  an 
opinion  to  whiob  tbe  evidence  of  the  prosecution,  oorro- 
boratiog  the  details  of  that  evidence  ia  other  respecla 
lends  additional  weight. 

Had  Knrreem  AU  made  tbe  disclosure  immediately 
after  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  at  Ghazeepoor,  there 
is  little  donbi  that  the  bodies  wonld  have  been  fonnd, 
as  indicated ;  but  as  there  was  a  lapse  of  one  month 
and  six  days  between  the  perpetration  of  the  murders 
Bud  the  arrival  of  tbe  Darogah  with  Karreem  Ali  on 
tbe  spot,  there  could  be  little  hope  that  the  bodies  wonld 
be  left  uudisturbed  so  long  in  such  a  frequented  place. 
There  appears  little  doubt  that  the  Zemindars,  having 
omitted  to  report  tbe  circanstance  to  the  Police  from 
a  dread  of  the  inconreniences  of  a  visit  from  the 
Police,  particularly  at  a  season  when  every  one  was 
bnsy  catting  their  crops,  removed  the  bodies,  and  afler- 
wards  when  the  Darogah  did  arrive,  used  every  meana 
jn  their  power,  ihongh  without  success,  to  prevent  theif 
own  neglect  being  made  known.  For  fuller  details  on  this 
head,  I  beg  to  refer  the  Court  to  the  Roobekuee  of 
the  Magistiate,  dated  the  8tb  May  1833  and  37th 
Jnly  1833. 
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-  After  a  fall  coDsideration  of  Ihe  case,  I  am  Uierefore 
constrained  to  give  my  opinion  that  the  prisoners  Nos.  1, 
2,  3,  4,  5  aod  6  are  guilty  of  the  heinous  crime  laid  to 
their  charge,  and  with  refereDce  to  the  prevalence  of 
Thaggee  in  the  Chnprah,  Gornckpoor  and  *Ghazeepoor 
Districts,  to  neither  of  which  do  the  prisoners  seeu 
to  be  strangers,  to  the  many  proofs  exhibited  in  this 
case  that  the  prisoners  have  no  honest  means  of  living, 
bnt  subsist  by  spoliation  and  destraction  of  their  fellow 
creatores,  to  the  impunity  which  in  ninety-Dine  casesin 
a  baodred  attends  the  perpetration  of  this  insidions  and 
most  cruel  node  of  robbery  and  murder,  which  calls 
for  exemplary  punishment,  and  an  example  snob  as  shall 
strike  terror  into  the  minds  of  those  who  pursue  a 
similar  coarse,  1  recommend  that  the  prisoners  1  to  6  h« 
RODtenced  to  death,  and  snffer  the  full  penalty  of  Uieir 
crimes. 

With  reference  to  the  two  remaining  prisoners  Sheikh 
Boktonr  (7),  and  Ammee  (8),  their  case  requires  a  sepa- 
rate consideration. 

In  their  case,  two  of  the  most  importfuit  of  the  proofs 
against  the  prisoners  1  to  6  are  wanting,  for  neither  were 
these  two  prisoners  apprehended  on  the  2nd  April,  the 
day  of  the  murders,  nor  was  there  any  part  of  the  proper- 
ty found  in  their  possession. 

I  shdl  therefbre  carefully  note  down  the  proofs  that 
have  been  adduced  against  them  and  then  give  my  opinion. 
Jt  has  already  been  shewn  that  Sheikh  Oadao  Burkundaz, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Zemindars  and  Gorut  of 
Jtfeiree  Tal,  sacceeded  in  apprehending  the  whole  of  the 


*  A  lilt  of  cuei  ajcertdaed  by  thit  Police  of  Ihii  District  between 
tha  jear  IBSO  and  tbe  preicnt  y«ii  i  1  of  ThaggH  frith  Mordart  S  •! 
Higbwky  Robb«iie«,  ii  annexed. 
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^oirofaevenmen.  Not  one  egoaped.  The  first  intimation 
therefore  by  wfaich  these  two  prisoners  were  implicated 
was  Knrreem  Ali's  evidence  npon  the  6tb  May,  prior  to 
wbiohtbeirnames  bad  notbeenerea  mentioned.  To  begin 
therefore  with  bis  evidence,  it  has  already  been  recorded 
that— 

.  Sniresiu  All,  loclfldes   Bnktonr  and   Anunee  as 

having  accompanied  the  gang  np  to  Mirzapoor,  and  as 
having  continoed  with  tbem  till  after  the  perpetration  of 
tiiis  offence,  in  vbich  he  gives  both  of  them  a  prominent 
character,  the  one  (Bnktonr)  as  having  pnlled  Bnddhaie'a 
legs,  while  Khadar  Bnkhs  threw  the  phansee  ronnd  his 
neck,  and  Ammee  as  having  cast  the  pbaiuee  ronnd  the 
neck  of  Pnrdil  Khan,  while  Dnrveiih  held  his  legs.  We 
are  now  to  enqnira  how  far  Knrreem  All's  evidence,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  these  two  prisoners,  has  been  substan- 
tiated by  other  testimony. 

1.     Before  the  Magistrate — 

HDMt.  ChohMih,  A  female  slave  belonging  to  Kbadar 

Bnkhs  (4),  corroborated  Knrreem  Ali'a  evidence  as  to 
the  departure  of  the  gang  from  Kbadar  Bnkhs'  house  in 
Phagoon,  and  mentioned  these  two  prisoners  by  name  as 
having  accompanied  them. 

In  this  Coart,  when  the  evidence  of  this  vitnesg 
was  examined,  there  appeared  the  nsual  intimation  that 
she  had  been  tampered  with,  a  circumstance  not  to  be 
wondered  at  when  her  dependence  on  one  of  the  prisoners 
is  considered. 

The  existence  of  snob  an  inflnence  manifested  itself 
not  in  a  total  denial  of  her  former  evidence,  hat  in  suck 
omissions  as  rendered  itnogatory ;  however  no  sooner  was 
she  reminded  of  her  former  testimony,  than  she  readily 
admitted  its  truth,  and  gave  up  her  previona  ioteatioD  to 
screen  the  prisoner. 
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'  La)K  Oorait  3,  Who  assisted  lo  apprebeading  tho 

prisoners  1  to  6  at  Meiree  Tal,  declared  that  while 
occapied  in  secnriDg  the  prisoDers,  be  observed  two  per- 
lons  standing  at  a  short  distance,  who  then  went  away. 
He  sabsequentl;  identified  Boktonr  and  Ammee  as  the 
persons  in  question. 

'  His  evidence  however  is  inadmissible,  for  when  ex- 
amined before  the  Magistrate  upon  the  9th  April,  he  did 
not  mention  the  circnia stance,  altbongb  be  was  question- 
ed whether  there  were  any  others  with  the  seven  men 
then  apprehended  ;  in  short  he  did  not  mention  it  till 
after  Knrreem  Ali'i  evidence  had  been  taken,  and 
fiuktonr  and  Ammee  had  been  seized. 

Beecbook  1,  When  first  examined  tonching  the 

'  PriiDner(}),  property  found  in  his  posaession,  de- 

clared it  bad  been  given  to  bim  by  two  persona;  sabse- 
qaently  when  Buktonr  and  Ammee  were  brought  to  the 
Magistrate's  Coart,  be  was  re-examined,  and  then  declar- 
ed tbat  the  property  had  been  given  to  bim  by  these  two 
prisoners  Bnkloar  and  Ammee. 

In  this  deposition  of  Beecbook  is  a  corroboration  of 
Knrreem  Ali's  evidence,  who  had  previongty  deposed 
"  tbat  near  Meiree  Tal  where  Bnktonr  and  Ammee  were 
aboDt  lo  leave  their  companions  and  get  home  by  a 
shorter  road,  this  Buktonr  gave  his  handle  to  Beecbook^ 

Townknl  Gorait  of  Uon-  T 
"^?'rtri  H««f  H-.M         Wiln«iM  for  the 

Beecbook  Raio  R^P^t^   .^„„  „f    Buktoor- 

Purdsn    Soiree,    Nonid  I  ""■*"' 
Koirce  of  ditto 

Cbnmroo  Ooor  of  ditto, 
RoopuD  R«e  Rajpoot 
4itto, 

5.     In  like  manner  Mandil   and  Pirthee  Raie^  wboia 

Ammee  called  to  exculpate  himself  both  declare  that 


Corroborate    Kar- 
eem  Ali'a  riidiDCB 

>BaktanT(Ni>.T)JilT- 
ing  beeo  abtent  fron 
hi*  village  from  th* 
moatli  of  Pbagoon. 
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Amnee  was  abseat  from  bis  home,  on  vhat  errand  ihej 
know  not,  from  the  month  of  Phagoon. 

6.  All  the  witnesses  called  by  these  two  prisonerB,  aa 
well  as  some  of  the  witnesses  to  the  prosecntioD,  denonnca 
them  as  men  of  bad  character,  withoat  ostensible  aeaas 
of  livelihood,  ebsenting  themselves  from  their  homes,  and 
general];  considered  from  their  baring  been  before  appre- 
hended by  the  Police,  to  be  dangerous. 

I  have  thus  enamerated  the  proofs  exhibited  against 
Buktoar  and  Anmse.     My  opinion  is  as  follows  : 

Judge's  oplntoa.  The  degree  of  proof  against  these 

two  prisoners  for  reasons  already  stated  is  in  its  nalnre  lest 
conolosire  than  that  against  the  prisoners  Nos.  1  to  6. 

I  have  already  stated  the  strong  grounds  which  exist 
for  iodncing  me  to  attach  oredit  to  the  whole  testimony 
of  Knrreem  Ali,  for  after  a  carefni  invesligation  not  a 
■ingle  oircomstance  narrated  by  him  has  been  invalidated, 
while  upon  many  essential  points  it  has  been  singularly 
corroborated. 

In  the  case  of  these  two  prisoners,  (heir  absence 
from  their  homes  from  a  period  ooincident  with  that 
stated  by  Knrreem  Ali  as  that  in  which  the  gang  set 
ont,  their  notoriously  bad  oharacter,  their  former  appre- 
hensions, aod  general  condnct  in  life,  corresponding 
with  what  would  be  the  condnot  and  habits  of  men 
engaged  in  Thuggee,  is  established,  their  own  witnesses 
whom  Ihey  brought  to  the  defence,  assisting  powerfully 
to  produce  this  impression. 

I  wonld  fnrtber  observe,  that  if  Knrreem  Ali  had, 
causelessly  and  to  gratify  some  former  enmity,  included 
then  in  bis  evidence,  they  would  not  have  failed  to 
plead  such  in  eztennation  and  exculpation. 

Taking  the  evidence  of  Knrreem  Ali,  Mnsst.  Choo. 
lietah  and  the  witnesses  for  the  defence,  I  consider  it 
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eatablisbed  ihatBaktonr  and  Ammee  did  acoompanjr  tbe 
other  prisoners  in  their  ^oin^  forth  to  commit  robbery  od 
this  occasion,  that  there  is  strongf  presumption  that  tbej 
aided  and  abetted  in  the  perpetration  of  the  ofTence  charg- 
ed, and  that  there  is  fall  proof  that  both  the  prisonerB  ore 
bad  characters  and  robbers  by  profession. 

I  recommend  that  tbe  prisoners  Buktoar  and  Ammee 
be  imprisoned  for  life  with  labors  and  irons. 

Recommendi  ,ihe  I  cannot  conclade  this  address, 
««lou.  coDdoct  of  „„tii  I  ,,^,g  „„ji^gj  j„  ,i,g  conrt,  the 
tbe  Macistrate  to  Uie  .    ,  ...  , 

,  .,  ..  ,  nnweRried  assidnity,  patience,  and 
i4TDrBbIe    Dotice    of  j'    r  ' 

the  Coon.  activity  displayed  by  Mr.  £.  P.  Smith 

the  Magistrate,  in  condacting  the  volumioons  inves- 
tigation reqaisite  to  the  sdccbss  of  the  indictment  in 
this  important  case,  which  I  consider  tbe  more  exem- 
plary in  this  Officer,  since  in  bis  double  capacity  of 
Collector  and  Magistrate,  he  has  sacb  a  mnltiplioity 
of  bnsiness  to  encounter. 

Renardi  to  the  j^  ^[,0  Sheristadar  of  the  Criminal 
SherUbudar,   Daro-  Darogab  of  the  Jail. 

Eah      and      Sheikh  .        „  ... 

Ondan.  whom    the    Magistrate     particularly 

recommends  for  a  suitable  reward,  which  be  deems  their 
activity  and  able  services  to  have  merited,  I  have  award- 
ed each  Ibe  sam  of  fifty  rupees,  with  a  Porwannah 
expressive  of  the  sense  entertained  of  their  conduct. 

To  Sketkh  Oudan,  whose  presence  of  mind  end  tact 
in  apprehending  the  whole  gang,  and  integrity  in  having 
resisted  the  large  offers  made  to  him  by  the  prisoners  is 
alike  conspicnons,  I  have  ordered  one  hundred  rnpees 
to  be  paid,  recommending  him,  if  properly  qnaliGed, 
to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Magistrate  for  promotion. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    C.  W.  SMITH, 

Offidaling  Sesiont  Jvdgt. 
Zillah    Ghazeepoor,  the  17tA  Sept.  1833. 
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To 

EDWARD  PEPLOE   SMITH,  Esq. 

Magistrate  of  Zillah  Qhazeepoor. 
Sib, 

I  herewith  transmit  for  yonr  iafor- 
malioD  BDd  gaidance  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Coort  of  Ni^amut  Adawlnt  under  date  the  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1833,  betd  on  the  trial  of  Peer  Bakhs  Khan  and 
others  charged  with  Thuggee,  attended  with  the  mnrder 
of  Pardil  Khan  and  Buddhaie,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  Fatwa  of  their  Law  Officer  on  the  said  trial,  and 
request  yon  will  call  the  prisoner;)  before  you  and  make 
them  acquainted  with  the  sentence  passed  opon  them. 

3d.     The  usual  warrantis  herewith  forwarded,  together 
with   a  copy   of   the  letter  from   the   Register   to    the 
Nisamot  Adawlnt,  forwarding  the  above  proceedings. 
1  have,  8cc. 
(Signed)     C.  W.  SMITH, 

Officiating  Sexsiona  Judge, 
Zillah  Ghaze^oor,  the  ith  October,  1833. 

n 

Tfie  Sessions  Judge  of  Zillah  Gkateepoor, 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Conrt  of  Niza- 
mot  Adawlut  for  the  Western  Provinces,  to  acknowledge 
NiMmut  Aiiswiut  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  you  dated 
the  17th  instant,  with  the  proceedings 
held  on  the  trial  of  Peer  Bokbs  Khan 
and  others  charged  with  Thuggee 
and  Murder,  and  to  transmit  to  yon 
the  accompanying  extract   fiom    the 
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proceedings  of  the  Conrt  of  this  date,  for  yoar  ioforlnatiaD 
aad  gaidance,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  Fatwa  of 
their  Lav  Officer  on  the  said  trial. 

2(1.  The  Court  desire  that  you  will  issue  yoar  war- 
rant to  the  Magistrate  of  Zillah  Ghazeepoor  to  carry  the 
sentences  passed  apon  the  prisoners  into  execntioD, 
instractiDg  him  at  the  same  time  to  call  the  prisoners 
before  him  and  to  make  them  acquainted  with  the 
sentences  passed  apon  them. 

3d.  Yoa  will  direct  the  Magistrate  to  order  his  Po- 
lice Officers  to  be  careful  that  the  bodies  of  Peer  Bakhs 
Khan  (1),  Knrreem  Bukhs  Khan  (2),  Beechook  Noor- 
bBB'(3),  Khoda  Bnkhs  Khan  (4),  Sheikh  Durveish  (5), 
and  Peeroo  (6),  be  not  removed  by  their  friends  or  by 
any  other  persons. 

4tb.  Ton  are  requested  to  direct  the  Magistrate  of 
Zillah  Ghazeepoor  to  deliver  to  Sheikh  Oodan  Bar- 
kandaz  an  additional  reward  of  200  rupees,  and  one  of 
10  rupees  each  to  iha  Chokedars  of  Meiree  Tal,  who 
assisted  in  the  apprehension  of  the  prisoners,  viz.  Lai 
Sab,  Pran  and  Gunga. 

5tb.  The  Court  observe  that  yon  have  omitted  lo 
mention  the  age  of  the  prisoners  in  the  heading  of  the 
case,  as  well  as  to  unite  with  wax  and  the  seal  of  tbe 
Court,  the  ends  of  the  string  on  which  the  papers  are 
filed ;  you  are  re^inested  to  attend  strictly  on  these 
points,  to  tbe  Rules  laid  down  in  the  Circular  Order  of 
tbe  16lb  July,  1880. 

6U).  The  Court  have  macb  pleasure  in  remarking  the 
jndicions  manner  in  which  this  trial  has  been  conducted 
'hy  you,  and  have  taken  measures  for  bringing  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  Government ;  they  have  at  tbe  same  lime, 
called  tbe  attention  of  tbe  Gevemment  to  tbe  activity 
and  assiduity  evinced  by  Hr.  E.  P.  Smith  in  the  invea- 
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tigatioD  previous   to  trial,   which  appears  to  the  Coort 
highljF  creditable  to  that  Officer. 

7th.     The  origioRl  proceedings  of  tiie  Magistrate  are 
returned  aoder  a  separate  oover. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        WELBY  JACKSON,  Ee^uier, 

AUaJuibad,  ike  S8tk  Sept.  1833. 


AUahabad,  38M  Sept.  1833. 
It.  A.  w.  P.  At  a  Coort  of  Nizamnt  Adawlnt 

for  the  Western  Provinces  held  at  Allahabad, 

Present : 
W.  EWER,  Esq,  Offg.  Judge, 


A.  J.  COLVIN,  Esq.  Judge. 

Read  the  following  letter  from  the  Sessions  Jndge  of 
Ghazeepoor,  the  proceedings  held  on  the  trial  of  Peer 
Bukfaa  Khan  (1),  sod  of  Rastum  Khan,  Knrreem  Bnkhs 
Khan  (3),  son  of  Nnrkoo,  Beechook  Noorbaff  (3),  son 
of  Ahayd  NoorbafF,  Kboda  Bukhs  (4),  son  of  Dowint 
Khan,  Sheikb  Dnrveish  (5),  son  of  Sheikh  Sawdoola, 
Peeroo  Khan  (6),  soa  of  Dowlat  Khan,  Sheikh  Bnktonr 
(7),  son  of  Sheikb  KoodmtooUah,  and  Sheikh  Ammee 
(8),  SOD  of  Sheikh  Dassy,  charged  in  the  first  count  with 
Thnggee,  attended  with  the  marder  of  Purdil  Khan  and 
Boddhaie,  and  to  the  second  oonot  with  the  mnrdnr  of 
Pordil  Khan  and  Bnddhaie,  and  the  Fatwa  of  the  Law 
Officer  of  this  Court  thereon. 
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Nob.  90  to  93. 

ZDlih  Ohazeepoor  Xbe  Court  having  daly  coDsidered 
-No.  6,  of  the  C-  ^[jg  proceodioM  held  on  the  trial  of 
lendar  for    (be  SB8-      „  „   .  .         m  ,.,        wr 

■iooa  of  Anamt  *«"  Bukha  KuftD  (1),  Kurreem 
1S9S.  '     Bukhs    Khan  (2),   Beechook  Noorbaff 

(3),  Kboda  Bakhs  Khaa  (4),  Sheikh  Survsish  (5),  Pee- 
roo  Kban  (6),  Sheikh  Buklaur  (7),  and  Sheikh  Ammee 
(8),  charged  in  the  1st  conatwith  Tbaggee,  attended  with 
the  murder  of  Purdil  Kban  and  Bnddhaie  anil  in  the 
2d  count  with  the  morder  of  Pardil  Khan  and  Baddhaie, 
and  the  Fntwa  of  their  Law  Officer  on  the  said  trial 
pass  the  following  sentence: 

The  Fntwa  of  the  Law  Officer  of  the  Nizamut  Adaw- 
Int  coovtcts  the  prisoners  Peerbnx  Khan  (I),  Kurreem 
Bnkhs  Khan  (3),  Beechook  Noorbaff  (3),  Khoda  Bokbs 
Khan  (4),  Sheikh  Darmsh  (5),  Peeroo  Khan  (6). 
Sheikh  Buktour  (7),  and  Shcikb  Ammee  (S),  on  strong 
presumption  of  the  crime  laid  to  their  charge,  and  de- 
clares them  liable  to  discretionary  punishment  by 
Akoobut-i-shudeed,  extending  to  death  by  Seeasut. 

The  Court  convict  tiie  prisoners  Peer  Bukhs  Khan  (1), 
Kurreem  Bnksh  Khan  (3),  Beechook  Noorbaff  (3),  Khoda 
Bukhs  Kban  (4),  Sheikh  Dnrveiih  (S)and  Peeroo  Khan 
(6),  of  the  crime  charged  against  them,  and  Sbeikh  Buk- 
tour (7)  and  Sheikh  Ammee  (8),  of  aiding  and  abelting- 
Ifaem,  and  seeing  no  circumstances  in  favor  of  the  pri- 
soners Peer  Bokbs  Khan  (1),  Kurreem  Bukhs  Khan  (2), 
Beechook  Noorbaff  (3),  Kboda  Bukhs  Khan  (4),  Sbeikb 
Durveish  (5),  and  Peeroo  Kban  (6),  to  render  them 
proper  objects  of  mercy,  sentence  the  said  Peer  Bakbs 
Khan  (1),  sou  of  Bostum  Kban,  Karreem  Bukhs  Khan 
(3).  son  of  Nnrkoo,  Beechook  Noorbaff  (3),  son  of  Aboyd 
Noorbaff.  Khoda  Bukhs  Khan  (4),  son  of  Dowlut  Khan, 
Sheikh    Durveish    (5),  son  of  Sheikh  Sawdoola,    and 
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Peeroo  Khan  (6),  son  of  Dowlnt  Khan,  to  snffer  death  by 
beio^  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  are  dead,  and  order 
that  their  bodies  be  afiterwards  exposed  opon  gibbets 
at  the  spot  where  the  morderwss  committed,  or  as  near 
to  it  as  ciroamstances  may  admit;  and  Sheikh  Buktoar, 
son  of  Koodrnttoollah,  and  Sheikh  Ammee,  son  of  Sheikh 
Dussy,  to  imprisonment,  with  labor  for  life,  in  the  Jail  at 
Ally  poor. 

Ordered,  that  the  original  proceedings  of  the  Uagistrafe 
be  retnmed  tbrongh  the  Sessions  Judge. 

(Signed)    W.  EWER,  Officiating  Judge. 
(Signed)     A.  J.  COLVIN,  Judge. 
(Trne  Extract,) 
(Signed)    WELBY  JACKSON,  Register. 
(True  Copies,) 
(Signed)     C.W.SMITH, 

Officiating  Session*  Judgi. 


Office  of  the  Session  JudgeofZillah  Ghazeepoor,  Trial 
No.  5  of  the  Sessions  for  the  month  of  August  1833,  and 
Case  No.  5  of  the  Magistrate's  Calendar  for  the  month 
of  August  1^3. 

To  E.  PEPLOE  SMITH.  Esquibe, 

Magistrate  of  ZUlah  GAazeepoor. 
Whereas  at  a  Jail  Delivery  of  Zillah  Ghazeepoor  for 
the  Angnst  Session  of  1S33,  holden  at  Gbazeepunr  on  the 
34lh,  S6tb,  37(h,  29th  and  30tb  days  of  the  month  of 
'Augnst  in  the  year  1833,  Peer  Bnkhs  Khan,  (No.  1) 
Knrreem  Bnkbs  Khan  (No.  3)  Bechook  NoorbBf(3) 
Khoda  Bokhs  Khan  (4)  Sheikh  Dorreish  (5)  Peeroo  Khan 
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(6)  liavin^  been  coDvicted  of  Tbaggee  attended  with  tbe 
murder  of  Purdil  Khan  and  Boddhaie,  and  senteDced  by 
the  Conrt  of  Nizamnt  Adawlut  Western  Provinces,  to 
suffer  dealh  by  being  hanged  by  the  neck  nntil  Ihey  are 
dead,  after  wbich  their  bodies  to  be  exposed  upon  a  gib- 
bet, as  near  to  the  spot  vhere  the  offence  was  cammitted 
as  oircnmstances  may  admit ;  it  is  hereby  ordered  that 
execution  of  the  said  sentence  be  made  and  done  npon 
the  said  Peer  Bakbs  Khan,  (1)  son  of  Rostnm  Khan, 
Knrreem  Bukhs  Kban,  son,  of  Nerkoo,  (2)  Becbook  Noor- 
baf,  son  of  Obayd  Noorbaf,  (3)  Khoda  Bukhs  Khan,  son  of 
Dowint  Khan,  (4)  Sbeikh  Darveisb,  son  of  Sheikh  Saw- 
doola  (d)  and  Peeroo  Khan,  son  of  Dowlut  Khan,  (6) 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  the  niontb  of  October  1833 
A.  D.  and  that  you  do  return  this  warrant  to  me  vith  an 
endorsement  attested  by  your  oEBcial  seal  and  signature, 
certifying  the  manner  in  vbich  the  sentence  has  been 
executed,  as  commanded  by  the  Regulations  enacted  by 
the  Governor  General  in  Conncil  and  now  in  force. 
Herein  fail  not 

Given  under  my  hand  and   seal  of  office,  this  foarUi 
day  of  October,  in  tbe  year  1833. 
Judge's  Seal.        (Signed)     C.W.SMITH, 

Officiatittg  Sestion  Judge. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  sentence  of  death  passed  on 
Peer  Bukhs  Khan  (1),  son  of  Rastum  Kban,  Kurreem 
Bukhs  Kban  (3),  son  of  Nerkoo,  Becbook  Noorbaff  (3), 
gnu  of  Ohyedf  Khoda  Bakhs  Khan  (4),  son  of  Dowlot 
Kban,  Sheikh  Darveisb  (5),  son  of  Sbeikh  Sawdoola,  and 
Peeroo  Khan  (6),  son  of  Dowlot  Khan,  by  the  Nizamnt 
Adawlat,  has  been  duly  execated,  and  that  the  said 
persons  were  accordingly  bnog  by  the  neck  till  they  were 
dead,  at  the  Town  of  Ghazeepore,  on  Thursday  the  lOlh 
of  October  1833.    I  forther  certify,  tint  the  bodies  of  the 
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Bsid  persons  vera  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  place  where 
the  crime  of  vbich  Ihey  were  convicted,  was  cominitted, 
and  there  anspended  on  gibbet. 

Given  under  niy  hand  and  the  official  seal  of  this  Court, 
this  16th  October  1833. 

(Signed)        E.  P.  SMITH, 

Magistrate. 
Magistrate's  Seal. 


Court  ^  tis  Session*  Judge  of  Ghazeepore  for  the 
month  of  August  1833,  case  No.  5  of  the  Magistrate's 
Calendar  for  the  August  Sessions  o/'1833. 

To  E.  P.  SMITH.  Esquire. 

Magistrate  of  Zillah  Ghazeepore. 

SbeikhBokiaat  Wfaereas    at  a    Jail    Deliver;    of 

*°^  Ghazeepore  for  the  Ziilab  Ghazeepore, 

Sheikh  AmoM,        jj^ij^^  ^j  Ghazeepore  on   the  24tb 

To    be      Impntoned  '^  ■ 

..iih  i.bor  for  life  Id  26th.  ZTth,  29th  and  30th  days  of  the 
the  Jail  St  AUniors.  month  of  Angnst,  in  the  year  1833, 
Sheikh  BncLtoar,  son  of  Koodrnlhollah  (7),  and  Sheikh 
Atnmee,  son  of  Sheikh  Dnssy  (8),  having  been  convicted 
of  aiding  and  abetting  in  a  case  of  Thoggee,  attended 
with  the  mnrder  of  Furdil  Khan  and  Buddhaie,  and  sen- 
tenced by  the  Jndges  of  the  Nizamat  Adawlnt  Western 
Provinces,  to  imprisonment  with  labor  for  life  in  the  JFail 
at  Altipore,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  execntion  of  the 
said  sentence  be  made  and  done  npoD  the  said  Sheikh 
Baktour,  son  of  Koodrntollah,  and  Sheikh  Ammee,  son 
of  Sheikh  Dnssy,  withont  delay,  as  commanded  by  the 
SegnUtions,  and  that  yon  do  return  this  warrant  when 
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completely  esecated,  with  an  endorsement  attested  bj 
yoar  official  seal  and  signatare,  certifying  tbe  manner  in 
which  the  sCDtence  has  been  carried  into  extootion. 
Herein  fail  not. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Court,  this 
fourth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1833. 

(Signed)     C.  W.  SMITH. 

Officiating  Sesrion  Judge. 
Judge's  Seal. 

Sentence  explained  to  the  prisoners  herein  named 
(Sheikh  Backtour  and  Sheikh  Ammee),  this  7th  day  of 
October  1833. 

(Signed)'  E.  P.  SMITH, 

Mt^Utrate. 


To  E.  P.  SMITH,  £8QuiRB, 

MagUtratt  of  Zillah  Ghazetpore, 
Sir, 


N.  A.  W.  P. 
PUMlItT— 

C.T.8m);,     -v  ^ 
U.H.TBrabBn,f| 

A.  J.  CoItIo,    )  W 


I  am  directed  by  the  Court  to  trans- 
mit for  your  ioformation  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  a  letter  under  date 
tbe  14th  instant,  received  from  the 
Secretary  to  Government  Judicial 
Department, 


(Signed)    WELBT  JACKSON, 

Register, 
AtUAobad.  Me  36(A  Oct.  183S. 
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(No.  1998.) 
.    To  W.  B.  JACKSON^  Bs«. 

Segitter  of  the  Nizamut  Adawlut  in 

the  Wtslem  Provinces  at  Allahabad. 
SlH, 
Jwllcikl   S«p*rt-  I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the 

•"»'■  receipt  of  a  letter  from  yoa  dated  the 

38tb  ultimo,  with  its  enclosares,  and  to  request  that  yoa 
inUmate  to  Mr.  E.  P.  Smith  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Smith,  tbst 
the  Rijrht  HoDorable  the  Gofernor  General  in  Coancil 
has  noticed  with  approbation  the  creditable  and  jadici- 
oas  manner  in  which  they  conducted  the  proceedings  jn 
their  respective  departments  connected  with  the  trial  of 
Peer  Bnksh  and  others  for  Thuggee. 
I  am,  Sec. 
(Signed)        C.  MACSWEEN. 

Secy,  to  Government. 
Council  Chamber,  the  litk  Oct.  1833. 
(True  Copy,) 
(Signed)        WELBT  JACKSON, 

Register. 

To  W.  JACKSON,  Esq. 

Register  to  the  Nixamut  Adawlut, 

Allahabad. 
Sir. 

I  transmit  herewith  to  be  laid  be- 

Crart  «f   StMioB     fore   the  Nizamut  Adawlut,  the  pro- 

Jndge  Zilia  Bmm-     cSediugs   in  three  trials  noted  in  the 

"^  /  .  '.!  ^i  'a  '  margin,  held  at  the  station  of  Benarei 
and  4  of  lbs  Cslcnilar  e     > 

f*rtb«  Jui«T7  Be».  from   the    18th    to   the  ^lat  qC   Fe- 

•)M  Bf  IBM.  bruary,  1834. 
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OoTerninent  Tcrani 
ShuDihenib,  aan  of  a 
faUi«riinkiionD,aged 

BakaB.BonofMeer 


The  following  is  ab  abstract  of  the 
case : — ■ 

The  Prisoners  are  Thngs  and  were 
concerned  id  three  expeditions  dar- 


Ali  or  Boaolla,  aged  Ing  tlie  month  of  Jeit  1240  faslee, 
corresponding  to  part  of  Jane  and 
Jnly,  1833,  in  vhich  sis  persons  were 
m  ordered. 

The  Thanadar  of  Juggnt  Gange 
with  tho  Foajdaree  Nazir,  and  the 
spies  Goplah  and  Bhuggoo  went  to 
Raja-ka-Tollao  described  as  a  halting 
For  bciDg  pri>r  pli^ce  of  the  prisoners  and  others,  wha 
to  and  coDoerned  in  were  proved  to  have  purchased  varions 
the  aiarderb,  .Iran-  articles  of  food  from  the  grocers' 
a  traveller  name  no-  ^"Op*<  ^la  *•*  bave  slept  there.  To- 
koowa,  wards  morning  they   took    their   de- 

9d.Chtrge,diitoor  partnre  accompanied  by  a  Mossalmaa 
traveller,  and,  leaving  the  high  road 
at  Sarai  Mohan  to  the  right,  followed 
a  path-way  for  abont  a  mile,  where 
having  fonnd  a  convenient  place  they 
strangled  the  traveller  and  threw  his 
body  into  a  well.  The  Ttianadar  and  his  party  proceeded 
to  the  well  which  was  pointed  oat,  and  on  examining  the 
Goraits  of  the  neighbouring  village,  it  appeared  that  there 
bad  been  a  body  taken  out  in  the  month  of  Jeit,  which 
had  been  concealed  by  the  Zemindar's  orders  all  day  in 
some  sugar  canes,  and  at  night  thrown  into  the  Sambhar 
Nullah;  some  bones  were  found  in  the  nnllah  which  were 
declared  to  be  human,  and  supposed  to  be  those  of  the 
nnrdered  traveller. 

The  second  Tboggy  expedition  occurred  in  the  ja- 
risdiotion  of  the  KiliaoKhonah  Tfaannah,     The  sbop- 


Ooiorah,  iod  o( 
Jeetoo,  aged  10  jnn. 

Heber  Ali,  loa  of 
Gbolam  Ali,  aged  40 

AtDml,Mi)ofBet- 
hoo,  aged  SO  jeiri. 


two  trareUeri, 
aolcBown. 

Sd.  Cbargs,  ditto 
of  (hrse  IraTGlleM, 
DBmu  nnknowD. 

Putwab  Jageer. 
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keepers  tbere  sold  spices,  8cc.  to  some  of  tbe  Thugs  who 
passed  tbe  eight  at  the  Dharm  Satah  ofBukt-Pooree  at 
Kupuldbara.  There  were  sbont  five  and  twenty  Thugs 
and  two  M nasalmen  travellers  with  them  with  three  bol- 
locks. Tliey  all  left  before  day-break  anil  having  pro- 
ceeded about  a  mile  towards  the  Ganges,  the  two  tra< 
vellers  were  strangled  and  their  bodies  thrown  into  tbe 
river. 

'  Tbe  third  Thnggy  excnrsion  took  place  in  Haroah 
Tfaannah's  jnrisdiction.  Three  persona  were  strangled 
and  the  bodies  thrown  into  Hordoo  Dhobey's  well,  in 
searchiog  which  three  sknlls,  several  human  bones  and  a 
pair  of  shoes,  tbe  tatter  evidently  a  sepoy's  were  dis- 
covered. 

As  the  atrociona  crime  of  "  Phansegareor  Thaggy"  is 
fortunately  very  ODOommon  in  this  district,  and  no  instance 
has  occnrred  during  the  periods  I  have  been  resident  at 
Benares,  I  shall  submit  for  the  Court's  consideration  the 
evjdeooe  of  two  of  tbe  witnesses,  and  likewise  the  con- 
fession of  tbe  prisoner  Shumsberafa,  which  last  was  given 
before  the  Magistrate,  and  aflbrds  perhaps  a  clearer 
insight  into  their  proceedings. 

The  first  witness  to  the  fact  in  each  of  these  cases  is 
Bhnggooi  his  evidence,  however,  is  so  contradictory  and 
agrees  so  baldly  with  the  deposition  given  before  tbe  Ma- 
gistrate, that  Iprefersendingtbeexamination  of  tbe  second 
witness  Kadir  Khan,  a  Patau,  son  of  Jamam  Khan,  inha- 
bitant of  MoDJah  Punnah,  Perganab  Moneah,  Zillah 
Patna,  aged  forty-three  years,  formerly  a  cultivator,  but 
for  tbe  last  twenty-one  years  a  Thug  by  profession. 

In  the  month  of  Augun,  1840,  fnslee,  Shnmsherah, 
Oozenifa,  Moradnn,  Bnkns,  Asmut,  Mehar  Ali  and 
myself  went  on  a  Thnggy  expedition  to  the  westward, 
and  reached  the  "  Onde"  territory.    At  "  Cfaand  Fsr- 
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taobpoet"  ve  m«t  Cbnta  Thag  io  company  with  a  tra' 
Teller  who  was  afterirards  strangled  and  eleveD  rapefes  wHb 
two  or  four  cloths  fennd  on  faim.  We  joarneyed  on  to  Alla- 
babad,  and  tfaeooe  eartward.  Near  "  Barouot"  we  met 
Goplab  Beekab,  and  nine  other  Tbogs,  and  they  acoom- 
paoied  ub  to  Mirza  Morad's  Serai.  Tbere  we  found 
If  obar  Singh,  a  Jemadar  of  Thugs,  with  ten  otbere  whose 
names  I  do  not  remember.  We  all  went  on  together  and 
rested  Dt  night  neai  the  temple  at  Rajab-ka-Tollao.  On 
tlie  Toad  we  met  a  traveller  whom  Mohar  Singh  entered 
into  ccHiversation  with  and  peraanded  to  join  oar  party. 
At  the  last  quarter  of  the  night  we  renewed  enr  toarch 
and  qnittiag  the  high  road  near  Serai,  Mohar  followed 
a  pathway  for  about  half  a  ooss,  and  strangled  the  tra- 
TsUer.  Seven  rapeOs,  with  twoorfdnr  cloths,  were  taken, 
and  Gonry  and  Mebar  Ali  threw  the  corpse  intd  a  well. 

Aller  walking  some  distance  in  the  direction  of 
Benares  we  overtook  two  Mossalmen  travellers  with  three 
ballooks.  They  went  in  with  as  to  oar  baiting  place 
the  Dharm  Salab,  at  Kopuidharab.  Towards  daybreak 
we  departed,  and  aboat  a  mile  off  near  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  Mohar  Singh  and  Gonry  strangled  the  traveilersi 
We  foand  on  tbem  five  rnpees,  a  sword,  and  two  or  Ibree 
pieces  of  cloths.  Mohnr  Singh  took  all  and  drove  tb« 
bollocks  on  before  ns.  Oar  people  threw  the  bodies  into 
the  river.  After  taking  some  f  efreshmeot  we  proceeded  to 
"  Sydpoor."  There  "  Salaroo,"  a  Barkandaz,  recognized 
Mobnr  Singh,  who  in  conseqnence  gave  him  fivernpeOs; 
Thethreebnllock*  were  sent  by  Mobor  Singh  to  his  heme. 
From  "  Sydpoor"  we  went  to  Kytee,  and  the  nest  day 
to  Rajgfaant.  Very  early  the  folfowing  raorning  wepro- 
caeded  towards  the  west.  It  was  then  the  month  of 
Jeit.  and  the  period  of  the  Gkazy-Toeetm  festival.  When 
*«  reached  a  Uak  we  foaud  two  Sepoysund  a  Bearer  sit- 
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tiog  (here.  We  drank  Toddy  witb  tli«n  and  all  went  on 
together,  Mobnr  Singh  asked  them  where  they  came 
from  and  whither  they  weregoing.  They  replied  from  tlie 
east  towards  the  west.  Mohar  Singh  said  I  amaUo 
going  towards  the  weat.  In  the  eveniog  we  halted  at 
the  "  Horooah  Bazar."  When  one  qnarter  of  the  night 
only  remained,  we  cootinaed  oar  joaroey  and  vaat 
two  miles  on  the  Pnncfa  Cossy  road,  where  there  is  a 
pucka  well  with  two  mangoe  trees  Dear  it.  There  "  Moma" 
and  "  Imam  Bnx"  strangled  the  traielleri,  I  standing 
-by.  Thirty  rupees,  tan  pieces  of  cloths  aad  two  brass  pots 
were  fonnd  on.them.  There  was  also  a  horse  and  a  mare. 
We  were  then  tweo^-five  persons.  Some  ofns^rew 
the  bodies  into  the  well.  My  share  was  a  doputta  and  a 
rupee  eight  annas.  The  other  Thugs  had  their  propor- 
tion. I  took  the  mare  aud  Mohar  Singh  the  horse.  Fron 
tbeuce  my  companions  aud  myself  separated  from  the 
gang  and  went  home.  The  other  Thugs  likewise  travelled 
ia  the  direction  of  their  homes.  After  being  at  home 
for  some  days  the  Tomandar  and  Foojdaree  Nasir  of  the 
City  of  Patna  apprehended  me.  I  was  never  taken  op 
before,  daring  the  twenty<one  years  I  buTe  practised 
"  Tfaaggy."  I  have  been  in  many  eKcnrsions  in  Oade  and 
to  the  eastward,  but  exeeptieg  the  three  expeditions  above 
alluded  to,  I  have  never  done  any  thing  in  the  Benares 
Division.  I  have  spent  all  my  share  of  the  plunder. 
Tfae  mare  was  taken  from  my  house  to  tbe  Patna  Adaw- 
Int.  There  are  only  eight  men  connected  with  me  io 
this  business.  Their  names  are  Morodhun,  Bukus  of  Si- 
veree,  Shumsevab,  Oezerah,  Imambox  of  Khutarj',  Asnut, 
and  Hanoman,  a  Brahmin  of  Jnrrowah.  Of  these  eight 
Moradhan  and  myself  are  Sirdars.  Mohar  Singh  has 
twenty-five  men  and  is  a  Sirdar,  All  the  men  were  in 
these  expeditions,  but  I  cannot  remember  their  naisei. 
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We  do  not  go  armed ;  perhaps  two  may  be  armed.  Ws 
strangle  our  victims  generally,  and  never  ase  a.  weapon 
excepting  in  case  of  necassity.  No  wounds  were  inflict- 
ed on  any  of  Ibe  victims  of  tbis  district.  Tboae  vlio 
strangle  receive  an  additional  rapee. 

Tbird  witness  Goplab,  son  of  Dyar  of  the  LotU  caste, 
inhabitant  of  Mnteeparwa,  Zillab  Cavropore,  aged  twenty- 
six  years.  Ayearago,  I  bave  left  borne  alone  ooaTbnggy 
expedition  towards  tbo  east.  When  I  reached  Bhaugut 
Mow,  in  the  Onde  country,  I  met  Kisseree  Singh  with 
twenty-five  Thugs,  and  Bekram  and  Muhadnt  Jema- 
dars with  Mnkdoom  Box  and  others.  After  travelling 
fifteen  coss  we  fell  in  with  three  travellers,  whom  Bek* 
ram,  Mukdoom  and  Chodu  strangled  and  took  their 
property.  The  bodies  were  thrown  into  a  well.  I  had 
my  share.  Going  by  Meeao  Gauge  and  Hussnn  Gnnge 
to  Noel  Gunge,  we  strangled  five  travellers.  On 
arriving  on  Borount  near  Choby  Basar,  Moradbnn, 
Kadir  and  Mohur  Singh,  Jemadars  of  Tbugs,  joined 
ns  with  twenty-five  men.  Bekram  and  the  other  Oude 
Thugs  returned  thence.  On  the  road  from  Mirza  Mou- 
rad  to  Rajah-ka-Tallao  we  met  a  Blossalmau  who  went 
with  ns  to  the  latter  place  where  we  rested  at  the  Baneah's 
house  near  the  temple,  and  after  taking  some  food  passed 
the  night  there.  When  the  night  was  nearly  over,  we 
resumed  oar  march  towards  Benares,  and  leaving  tbo 
high  road  in  a  northern  direction,  struck  into  a  path-way 
for  a  mile  until  we  came  on  a  plain  at  some  distance  from 
&  village.  Mohur  Singh  strangled  the  traveller,  and  I 
Mid  another  threw  the  body  into  a  well ;  we  found  on  him 
seven  rupees,  a  sword,  two  or  four  brass  pots,  and  four  or 
five  cloths.  In  the  division  my  share  was  a  tnrban. 
The  cloths  and  pots  vere  divided  amongst  us,  and  th« 
rupees  soon   spent.     We  then  came  to  Benares,  and 
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jMSB^d  a  day  at  the  Serai  AarnDgBbad.  We  croised  itie 
Sepoy  liaeij  and  entered  Ibe  Orderly  Bazar,  where  we  met 
two  travellers  and  three  bullooks.  We  enquired  whence 
tbey  came  and  where  tbey  were  going.  They  laid  from 
HaDsy  to  Garnckpore.  Mobur  Singh  vaid  "  1  am  on  my 
way  to  Gornckpore  ;  come  witb  us."  We  proceeded  to 
Kopuldara  and  put  op  at  tbe  JDhorm  Salab,  for  the  even* 
ing.  At  tbe  sixth  boar  of  tbe  nigbtwe  renewed  oar  journey. 
When  wereacbed  the  Ganges,  east  from  Knpnldara,  some 
of  us  seized  tbe  hands,  and  others  the  feet  of  tbe  travellers, 
whom  Chain  and  Imaum  Bax  strangled.  We  then  threw 
them  into  tbe  river.  Five  rupees,  a  lotab,  a  sword,  and  a 
pair  ofpyjamaht  were  taken.  Mohnr  Singb  took  the  three 
bullocks.  We  travelled  afterwards  to  Sydpore,  Kytee 
and  Rajghaut,  putting  ap  at  the  Lnckah  Serai.  The  next 
day  we  went  towards  Sheopore,  and  stopping  at  Shunknr 
Talao  we  drank  some  Toddy.  We  saw  two  Sepoya 
and  a  bearer  sitting  there,  whom  Mohnr  Singh  asked 
where  tbey  were  going  and  whence  tbey  came.  Theit 
reply  was  from  Cultack  and  their  destination  Lucknowj 
We  all  went  on  to  Sbeopore  and  from  that  place  to 
Haroah,  where  we  rented  at  a  Bnoeah's  shop.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  night  we  continued  our  march,  and 
after  walking  a  mile  on  tbe  Fanob  Cossy  road,  Beeka, 
Bheegoo  and  Moraudnn  threw  tbe  travellers  down,  when 
Imaam  Bux,  Mohnr  Singh,  and  Goury  strangled  them. 
The  others  remained  on  tbe  watcb.  Twenty-five  rupees,  a 
gold  mohur,  fifteen  pieces  of  cloths,  and  twenty  brass  ^l* 
were  gained.  Six  men  and  a  Jemadar  threw  the  bodiea 
into  a  well.  In  the  division  of  Ibe  plunder  a  lotab,  a 
merzai,  and  a  rupee  were  my  share.  The  witness  men- 
tioned that  all  the  prisoners  were  Thugs  and  concerned 
Hktbelbree  expeditions  thai  took  place  in  the  Benares 
diTiaion,  with  the  exception  of  Aamut. 
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The  prisoner  Sbomsherah  is  an  iohabitant  of  Pumeah, 
Pergannah  Moneafa,  Zillab  Palna,  twenty-five  years  of 
»ge,  of  tbe  weaver  caste.  Moraduo  supported  and  pro- 
tected him  whilst  a  child,  and  whenever  be  went  on  a 
Thoggy  excursion  tbe  prisoner  accompanied  him.  The 
deposition  before  the  Magistrate  is  as  follows: — In  the 
month  of  Aghno,  1240  Fnsly,  Moradan,  Kader  Khan, 
Bakas,  Oozerah,  Meher  Ali,  Asmnt,  Imaom  Box,  and 
myself  proceeded  onaThnggy  expedition.  We  strangled 
several  persons  in  Oade,  remaining  there  nntil  the  month 
of  Maag,  and  then  went  to  Allahabad,  from  whence  we 
travelled  in  an  eastern  direction,  nntil  we  came  to  Bn- 
ronnt.  We  fonnd  Goplah  and  Beeka  there  and  farther 
on  the  road  Mohor  Singh  with  fonr  other  Thngs.  We 
met  a  traveller  as  we  proceeded.  M ohar  Singh,  and  his 
party  vent  on  with  him.  We  rested  in  the  evening  at 
Hnnoman  Cbokey.  When  tbe  night  was  nearly  spent,  we 
went  on  and  Huna  strangled  the  traveller.  Seventeen 
rnpees,  some  cloths,  and  brass  pots  were  foand  on  him, 
and  the  body  was  thrown  into  a  well.  I  being  the  adopt- 
ed pupil  of  Moradhnn,  he  took  my  share.  He  gave  me 
food  only,  and  I  was  bis  follower.  Proceeding  on  our 
march  we  met  a  Mossnlman  travelling,  Imaom  Bux 
attached  himself  to  him.  We  halted  for  the  night  at 
flajah-ka-Tullao,  and  towards  morning  recommenced  onr 
joarney.  Leaving  the' high  road  at  Serai  Mohan  to  the 
right,  we  followed  a  small  pathway.  After  walking  a 
mile,  we  came  near  a  garden  where  Imanm  Bux  strangled 
the  traveller.  Ten  rupees,  a  sword,  two  dhotees,  a  lotah, 
and  some  old  cloths  were  the  plunder.  Two  or  three  men 
took  the  corpse  and  threw  it  into  a  well,  Near  Benares  we 
met  two  travellers  with  three  hnllocks.  Moradan,  Kadir 
Khan,  Goplah  and  Beeka  joined  them,  and  in  the  evening 
wo  made  Knpaldhara  oar  resting  place,  stopping  at  the 
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Dharm  Ssla.  When  one  quarter  of  the  night  only  remain- 
ed, the  march  was  resnmed,  and  near  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  about  a  mile  off,  Beeka  and  Unna  strangled  the 
travellers.  I  don't  remember  what  plnnder  was  obtained. 
Meher  All,  Moradfaan,  Kader  Khan,  and  Beeka  threw 
the  corpses  into  ihe  river.  We  tben  went  to  Sydpore. 
A  Burkundaz,  Saleroo,  recognized  Mohnx  Singh,  who 
in  consequence  gave  bim  four  rupees,  and  Moradbon 
sent  the  three  bullocks  by  Bukus  to  his  house.  We  afler- 
wards  returned  to  the  village  of  Bettree,  and  going  hj 
ClinDdwuk,  arrived  at  Rajghant.  RematDiog  there  all 
night,  we  inarched  very  early  the  next  morning  in  a  west- 
ern direction.  After  leaving  the  city  we  met  two  Se- 
poys and  a  bearer.  Beeka  entered  into  conversation  with 
them,  and  they  came  on  in  our  company.  We  halted  at 
Huroali  Bazar.  *  Towards  daybreak  we  remmed  our 
route,  and  going  about  two  miles  on  the  Punch  Cossy 
road,  where  there  is  a  pucka  well,  with  two  mangoe  trees, 
Hohur  Singh,  Ramsahoy  and  SeJwant  Rai,  strangled 
the  three  travellers.  They  gained  thirty-two  rnpees, 
some  cloths  and  brass  pots.  The  bodies  were  thrown 
into  the  well.  The  travellers  bad  a  horse  and  a  mare 
with  them.  Kadir  took  the  first  and  Goplah  the  latter. 
We  afterwards  went  to  Bnrogong,  where  we  divided  the 
plunder  and  separated  going  to  our  respective  homes.  I 
have  never  strangled  any  one,  but  have  aided  in  throwing 
bodies  into  wells.  Eight  annas  is  a  very  good  remanera- 
tioD  for  murdering  a  man.  We  often  strangle  a  victim 
who  is  anspeoted  of  having  two  pice.  We  are  unre- 
strained by  any  fears  in  porsaing  our  .vocation.  We  do 
not  sell  onr  plunder,  but  when  there  is  a  large  quantity 
■end  it  to  oar  homes. 

Bnkns  once  accompanied  Moradhoa  and  others  on  a 
Thng^y.,  expedition  in  Onde*-  and  was  with'  them  two 
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year*,  but  has  never  prectiseil  in  the  Benares  district  and 
is  unjustly  acoDsed. 

Oozerah  declares  that  he  is  innocent.  He  once  found 
kimseir  wilb  Horadbnn,  Sec,  in  Oude,  but  ran  away  tbe 
moment  be  conld,  wben  be  discovered  bis  oompanioug 
were  Tbug:s. 

Meher  Ali  served  Moradbun  as  a  grass-cotter  for  five 
or  six  monlbs.  He  aoknowledged  before  tbe  Magistrate 
at  Patna  to  having  been  his  servant  for  tbe  above  number 
of  years,  and  to  having  accompanied  bint  in  his  Tbnggy 
expeditious. 

Asmat  was  formerly  called  Dnbery,  alias  Neeamnt  Ali. 
at  present  Asmot.  He  attributes  his  name  being  men- 
tioned to  a  famiif  dispute  he  had  with  the  two  brothers 
Kadir  Khan  and  Moradhan,  with  whom  he  is  connected 
by  marriage,  and  of  course  asserts  his  Innocence.  The 
depositiooa  ofNannk,  Ramplml,  Rujoo  Singh,  Balukgnr, 
Pnrsfaad,  Juggernat,  Tbakooree,  Kudoo,  Isseredycni, 
Ucbalall  and  Matadyei,  point  out  the  halting  places  of 
the  llingsin  these  expeditions,  and  the  wells,  8cc.  where 
the  bones  and  other  remains  of  the  murdered  persons 
were  discovered. 

The  Law  Officer  has  given  bis  Futwabs  "Tazeer" 
In  each  case.  As  I  cannot  consider  myself  vested  with 
discretionary  power  to  panish  the  heinons  ofTences  which 
the  prisoners  have  committed,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
nil  the  papers  connected  with  these  cases  for  the  Sodder 
-Ninunat's  oonsideratioa  and  orders. 

I  have,  &o. 
(Signed)         R.  J.  TATLER, 

Ststion  Judtft. 

Qfict  of  Seasion  Judfe,  > 

City  tf  BtnuFM^  iUStUt  ¥kl.  1634. > 
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Allahabad.  th«  3d  April,  1834. 
N.  A.  w.  p.  At  a  Court  of  Nizamut  Adiwlat  for 

the  Western  Proviace  held  at  Allahabad— 
Present — 
Sear.  W.  EWER,  Esq.,  Judffe, 

and 
A.  J.  COLVIN,  Esq.,  Jud^e. 
Read  the  foltowing  letter  from  the  Sessions  Judge  of 
City  Beoares  in  reply  to  the  Conn's  order  of  the  13th 
nltimo,  re-submitting  proceedings  held  oo  the  trial  of 
Suamsherah  (1),  son  of  a  father  aottnowa,  Bnkns  (2), 
son  of  Ueer  Ali  or  Bonolla,  Oozerab  (3),  son  of  Seetoo, 
Mehar  Ali  (4),  son  of  Gholam  Ali,  and  Asmut  (5),  son  of 
Beechoo,  charged,  firstly,  with  being  privy  to  and  concern- 
ed in  the  murder  by  strangulation  (Thnggy)  of  a  traveller, 
name  nnknowo;  secondly,  with  ditto  of  two  travellers, 
names  nnknowD,  and  thirdly,  with  ditto  of  three,  names 
onknown,  and  the  Fntwah  of  the  Law  Officer  of  this  Court 
thereon. 

Nos.  7  to  14. 
ciw  Beurci  Tri-  '^'"^  Court  having  duly  considered 
all.  No*.  3,  S  aod  4  ^^  proceedings  held  on  the  trial  of 
of  Cirendir  for  Ja.  Shnmsherah  (I),  Bukus  (S},  Ooze- 
•«r;  SeuioD.  I8S4.  „[,  ^g^^  j|gi,„  ^.11  (4).  and  Asmnt  (5), 
charged  as  above,  and  the  Futwab  of  their  Law  Officer  OD 
the  said  trial,  pass  the  following  sentence : — 

The  Futwab  of  the  Law  Officer  of  the  Nizamut  Adaw^ 
Int  convicts  the  prisoDers  Shnmsberab  (1),  Bnkns  (2), 
Oozerab  (3),  and  Mehar  Ali  (4),  of  being  accomplices  in 
the  crime  charged  against  them,  and  declares  them  liable 
to  panishment  by  Akoobnt  extending  to  death,  by  Seasnt 
with  reference  to  the  prisoner  SbniHsherBb.  It  acquits  the 
prisoner  AaniBt,  and  declares  him  entitled  t»  his  release 
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Tbe  Court  convict  the  prisoners  Shnmsberafa  (1), 
Bakns  (2),  Oozerah  (3),  and  Mebar  Ali  (4)  of  the  charges 
preferred  against  them,  and  noder  all  the  ciroum stances 
of  ibe  case,  sentences  the  said  Shnmsberah  (1),  the  son  of 
afalher  nnknown,  Bnkas  (3),  son  of  Meer  Ali  or  Bonolla, 
Oozerab  (3),  son  of  Seeloo,  and  Hehar  Ali  (4),  son  of 
Gholam  AU,  to  be  imprisoned  in  transportation  with  labor 
for  life.  Tbe  Coorl  acquit  tbe  prisoner  Asmnt  (5),  son 
of  Beechoo,  of  tiie  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  and  direct  that 
he  be  immediately  released. , 

Ordered,  that  Ibe  original  proceedings  of  the   Magis- 
trate be  returned  ihrongb  the  Sessions  Judge. 
(Signed)     W.  EWER,  Judge. 
(Signed)    A.  J.  COLVIN,  Judge. 
(True  Extracts,) 
(Signed)    WELBY  JACKSON,  RegUter. 
(True  Copies,) 
D.  B.  MORRIESON,  Magistrate. 


APPENDIX  C. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  Fraser  to  Mr.  Wilder^ 
OH  the  commitment  of  a  gang  of  Thugs. 

To  F.  WILDER,  Esquire, 

Agent  Governor  Gentral. 
Sir, 

Tbe  whole  of  these  Prisoners  were  sent 
to  me  by  Captain  Wardlow  for  examination,  together 
with  five  others  whom  I  immediately  released,  as  thej 
appeared  innocent  of  ti\  coDoection  with  them. 
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On  their  first  examiDation,  they  all  iJeDied  the  charges 
brought  forward  against  them,  bat  aabseqaently  nearly  the 
whole  of  them  confessed  a  variety  of  murders  which  they 
had  committed  of  travellers,  who  had  joined  Ihem  on 
their  route,  and  entered  into  particulars  of  their  crime 
almest  too  horrible  to  record. 

The  following  statement  is  founded  on  those  confes- 
sions, vbicb  being  supported  partially  by  ether  evidences, 
may,  I  consider,  be  taken  as  a  correct  detail  of  their 
proceedings. 

Baz  Khan,  Sbewa,  Knrreem,  Khoda  Buksh,  son  of 
Lall  Khan,  Gunesh,  alias  Dbonknl,  Khoda  Buksb,  alias 
Gbooran,  Nangoo,  alias  Hormnt  Khan,  Eesar  Kban, 
alias  Kbezzar  Khao,  Assulut  Khan,  son  of  Khyreat 
Kban.HoBhan,  Boodhoo  alias  Hurry  Sing,  Zubur  Khan, 
Dfanrm  Kban,  son  of  Noor  Kban,  Zoolfeekar  Kban, 
alias  Budul  Khan,  alias  Bndloo,  Darroo,  alias  Munsookb, 
Islama  Khao  (absconded).  Peer  Buksh  (absconded)  and 
Hnsnoo  (absconded) : — 

Entered  the  Baitool  district  together,  and  near  Neem- 
panee,  which  lies  on  the  direct  road  from  Hnssingabad 
to  Baitool,  falling  in  with  two  persons,  a  Sikh  and 
Choomar  at  different  places,  Sbewa  and  Knrreem  with 
others  of  the  gang,  seized,  robbed,  murdered  and  baried 
them. 

These  two  murders  are  proved  independent  of  their 
confessions  by  the  discovery  of  the  remains  of  the 
deceased,  which  were  disintered  under  the  snperin- 
tendance  of  Kurreem,  and  also  some  articles  found  on 
the  prisoners. 

The  manner  in  which  the  prisoners  are  in  the  babit  of 
waylaying  travellers,  And  the  secrecy  observed  by  them, 
makes  it  almost  impossible  to  find  oat  the  persons  of  those 
who  fall  a  prey  to  their  Tillainous  practices,  and  there- 
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fore  nothing  faas  been  ascerUined,  tbat  coold  enable  me 
to  discover  who  these  two  iodividnal*  were  or  whence 
they  came. 

TiiB  gang  proceeded  from  Baitool  to  the  Dekhao,  and 
they  confess  the  following  murders  perpetrated  by  them 
when  there;  pointing  ont  the  property  received  by  eacb 
M  bis  share  of  (he  spoils,  collected  on  these  occasions,  viz. 

Five  persons  beyond  Lnkhoowara;  five  persons  between 
R  village  called  Borlgaon  and  Omrowtee;  one  person  at 
Hoostuzzarpoer,  and  one  person  near  it.  Of  these  crimes 
there  is  no  proof,  bat  what  can  be  collected  from  their 
confessions;  batsinoe  their  confessions  have  been  corrobo- 
rated by  evidence  on  the  other  mnrders  committed  by 
them,  there  is  onfortnnately  but  little  reason  for  hoping 
that  tbeir  statements  of  the  destruction  of  so  many  indi- 
viduals are  false,  and  nnfounded  on  fact. 

At  Omrowtee  or  near  it,  they  were  joined  by  Phoolell 
Khan,  Sheikh  Shuhadut,  alias  Assulut,  Jbao  Khan, 
Dhnrm  Khan,  son  of  Bukhtawnr  Khan,  Sheikh  Islama, 
Kalo  Khan,  alias  Konnoo,  and  probably  by  others  whom 
they  have  not  mentioned,  who  were  on  their  way  borne 
from  the  Sekban  where  they  had  indulged  themselves  in 
murdering  their  fellow  beings,  and  whence  they  were 
returning  to  feast  on  the  property  which  Ihey  bad  tbas 
acquired  by  their  crimes. 

They  bad  fallen  in  on  the  road  with  Chintamua  Jema- 
dar and  sis  other  persons,  who  were  proceeding  to  Hin- 
doostan  on  leave  of  absence,  from  the  Cantonment  of 
Ingbolee,  and  who  had  onsuspiciouiily  associated  with 
them  for  greater  safety. 

On  arriving  at  a  deserted  spot  near  the  village  of 
Haittgaon,  on  this  side  of  Omrowtee,  the  prisoners  taking 
advantage  of  the  solitude  of  the  place  and  the  darknesa 
of  the  night,  seized  their  fellow  travellers,  and  ow  wilb 
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«Botfa«r  the  whMe  Bsven  were  murdered,  and  wonld  hare 
been  baried,  faot  for  the  appearance  of  aome  straogeta  at 
a  dUlance, 

The  murder  of  the  seven  persooa  is  sworo  to  bj  Adhore 
Singh  Jemadar,  and  Herpersaod  Havildar,  who  went  to 
the  spot,  and  sabseqaently.  bearing  of  the  apprehension 
of  the  prisoners  atleoded  on  me,  deposed  to  the  oirciuu- 
■tanoes  they  were  acqaainted  with,  and  recognized  a  por- 
tion of  the  property  faaiul  on  the  prisoners  as  belonging 
to  the  deceased,  which,  however,  is  bat  a  trifliag  part 
of  what  the  prisoners  acknowledge  was  taken  from  them. 

From  HaingaoB  they  came  towards  Seooee  Cfauprah 
by  N^psoF,  and  on  this  side  of  Nagpoor  the  remaining 
prisoaers  assoeiated  themselves  with  them;  visi.  Sarroop 
Singh,  Dhnrm  Khan,  son  of  Bnshorant  Khan,  Goolabi 
bis  SOD,  Assalut  Khan,  son  of  Man  Khan,  Islam  Khan, 
son  of  Peer  Khan,  Akbur  Khan,  and  Bahadoor,  and 
others  who  have  not  beea  apprehended. 

On  passing  from  Sookbtowa  to  Choonree  in  the  Seoaee 
district,  fi?e  travellers  whom  they  had  met,  and  one  of 
whom  was  «  woman,  were  disposed  of  by  them  in  their 
naoal  method,  and  the  property  taken  from  tfaem,  divided 
amongst  them. 

The  bodies  of  these  five  persons  were  dag  np  by  Ba- 
hadoor Khan,  whom  I  sent  for  the  parpose  to  Captaio 
Wardlow,  and  therefore  there  can  he  no  doubt  on  this 
occasion,  that  the  mnrder  was  committed,  and  their  owq 
confessions  clearly  bring  it  home  to  the  party  who  had 
by  this  time  collected. 

After  this  mnrder,  they  came  to  Cbnprah,  where  they 
were  all  seized,  together  with  Khoshal,  alias  Laljoo,  who 
is  not  implicated  in  these  saccessive  oSencea,  bat  who 
nevertheless  is  an  old  Thug,  and  has  been  educated  and 
bred  np  in  a  family  of  Thngs. 
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The  two  other  persons,  Mnonoo  aod  Mahadeo,  are 
committed  with  the  rest,  bat  on  a  sepante  charge  of 
keepiDg^  up  a  criminal  iotercoarse  vith  the  Thogs,  which 
is  folly  proved  by  the  statement  of  Mahadeo,  by  the  pre- 
sent received  by  them,  and  also  by  the  confession  of  more 
than  one  of  the  other  prisoners. 

It  probably  wonid  have  been  more  correct  had  I  sent 
the  whole  of  the  prisoners  back  to  Captun  Wardlow,  as 
they  were  gnilty  of  DO  offence  within  my  jarisdiction  ;  bat 
on  the  whole  from  the  Agent  being  present  at  Jnbnlpore, 
I  determined  o»  committiag  ihem  at  once,  leaving  their 
snbseqnent  disposal  for  him  to  determine;  a  Persian 
statement  is  attached  to  the  Roobnlcaree  of  .the  property 
found  on  the  prisoners,  and  of  the  marders  acknowledged 
to  have  been  committed  by  them  previously  in  different 
parts  of  the  conntry,  with  a  descriptive  roll  of  some  of  their 
gang,  who  escaped  when  they  were  apprdiended,  and 
likewise  of  several  individnals  named  by  them,  who  are 
now  at  large,  and  who  snbaist  like  them,  on  property 
procured  by  mnrder. 

In  conclnsion  I  may  observe,  that  the  discovery  of 
their  crimes  is  chiefly  to  be  attribated  to  the  confessions 
of  Shewn,  one  of  the  prisoners ;  and  that  althongh  I  have 
given  him  no  distinct  promise,  still  I  have  told  him  that 
I  woald  mention  the  circumstance,  in  the  Iwlief,  that  it 
wonId  be  the  means  of  alleviating  the  punishment  he 
might  otherwise  be  sentenced  to.    , 

(Signed)  C.  FRASER, 

P.  A.  A.  a.  G. 
(True  Copy,) 

(Signed)  R.  LOW, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  a- 
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Extract  of  a  Utter  to  F.  Wilckr,  Esquire,  Agent  to  the 
Governor  General,  from  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
Government. 

The  Vice  President  in  ConDcil  havinj^  dnly  considered 
Ibe  above  report,  advertiog  to  all  the  circnmstances  of  the 
cose,  aod  not  seeing  any  thing  to  render  the  prisonera 
Korreem  Khan  aod  NoDgoo  fit  objects  of  mercy,  con- 
firma  the  judgment  of  the  Agent  to  the  Governor 
General,  whereby  the  said  prisonera  Kurreem  Khan,  (1) 
alias  Knramat  Khan,  son  of  Khezznr  Khan  Patban,  and 
Nnngoo  (2),  alias  Hormnt  Khan,  aon  of  Maan  Khan, 
are  convicted  of  mnrder  and  robbery,  and  are  declared 
liable  to  suffer  death,  and  directs  that  tbey  be  hnng  by 
the  neck  until  tiiey  are  dead,  and  that  their  bodies.be 
afterwards  exposed  npon  a  gibbet  in .  chains,  at  sach 
place  aa  the  Acting  Agent  to  the  Governor  General 
may  determine. 

The  Vice  President  in  Conncil  also  confirms  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Agent  to  the  Governor  General,  by  which  the 
prisoners— 

3  Baz  Khan,  alias  Bhnja,  son  of  Nntbee  Kiian. 

5  Khoda  Buksh,  sonof  Lall  Khan. 

6  Ganesh,  alias  Bhokul,  son  of  Kanbey  Tewaree. 

7  Kbodabnksb,  alias  Ghooran,  son  of  Sheikh  Rahmnd. 

8  Kesur  Khan,  alias  Kbeszznr  Khan,  son  Af  Peer  Khan. 

9  Assalat  Khan,  son  of  Hormat  Khan,  alias  Khyreat 

Khan. 

10  Hoshnn  Dyer,  son  of  Kalloo  Dyer, 

11  Mndaree,  son  of  Kalloo. 

13  Boodhoo,  alias  Hurry  Sing,  son  of  Mokhnn. 

13  Zubar  Khan,  hod  of  Lai  Khan. 

14  Dhann  Khan,  son  of  Bnsssrnt  Khan. 
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15  Zoolfeekar  Khan,  alias  Budol  Khan,  son  of  Bheeknm. 

16  Durroo,  alias  Mansookh,  son  of  Persatic]. 

17  Pboorell  Khan,  son  of  IktJar  Kban. 

18  Sbeikh  Shubadat, alias Assalut,  son  ofSheikhBuksboo. 

19  Jhao  Kbau,  alias  Madaree,  son  of  Sarab  Khan. 
21  SbeJkb  Islaraa,  son  of  Sheikh  Sooltaaoo. 

S3  Kaloo  Khan,  alias  Kannoo,  son  of  Iktiar  Khan. 
23  Surroup  Singh,  son  of  Sookeh  Lall. 
124  Uliarin  Khan,  alias  Izzot  Khan,  son  of  Noor  Khan. 
S5  Assalut  Khan,  son  of  Man  Khan. 
%  Islam  Khan,  son  of  Peer  Khan. 
S7  Bahadoor  Khan,  son  of  Ituam  Kban,  and 
29  Akbar    Kban,    alias   Hukooa,    son  of  Peer  Khan, 
are  convicted  of  being  accomplices  in  murder  aod  rob- 
bery, and   sentenced   to  imprisonment  in  transportation 
for  life. 

With  regard  to  the  prisoner  Shews,  (he  Vice  Presi- 
ident  in  Council  observes,  that  the  discovery  of  the  crimes 
of  this  gang  is  represented  by  Mr.  Frager  to  be  chiefly 
attributable  1o  his  confession,  and  that  altlioagh  he,  Mr, 
Fraser,  gave  no  distinct  promise  to  the  prisoner,  he  told 
him  that  the  circumstance  would  be  mentioned  in  the 
belief  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  alieviatJog  the 
pnnishmeot  to  which  he  might  otherwise  be  sentenced. 

Adverting  to  this  oironmstanoe  and  to  the  want  of 
sufficient  evidence  to  convict  the  prisoners  Dhorm  Kban, 
(30)  son  of  Bukbtawur  Khan,  and  Khoshal,  (28)  alias 
Laljoo,  sonof  SooklatI,  of  any  active  parlicipalion  in  the 
criminal  acts  of  the  gang,  the  Vice  President  in  Council 
resolves  that  the  sentence  to  which  the  said  prisoners 
Shewn,  (4)  Dhnrmo  Khan,  (20)  and  Khoahal  are  severally 
liable  by  the  judgment  of  the  Agent  to  the  Governor 
General,  be  remitted  ;  but  with  reference  to  the  fact  of 
their  being  the  associates  of  Tfangs,   and  to  their  having 
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been  apprehended  id  their  company,  directs  that  (hey  be 
kept  in  conGnemeDt  till  they  find  substantial  security  for 
their  future  good  conduct  and  appearance  whan  required. 
The  Vice  President  in  Council  observes  that  the 
prisoners  Gootab  Khan  (30),  Munnooand  Mahadeo,  have 
been  sentenced  to  specific  periods  of  imprisonment  by  tbe 
Agent  to  (he  Governor  General. 

Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  (he  foregoing  Resolution, 
together  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Robertson's  Report  and  the 
whole  of  the  Proceedings  in  the  case,  be  transmitted  to 
the  Acting  Agent  to  the  Governor  General  in  Saagor  and 
Nurhndda  Territories  for  his  information  and  gaidance, 
with  orders  to  carry  tbe  sentence  of  death  passed  on  tbe 
prisoners  Knrreem  Khan  and  Nungoo  (3)  into  execotioni 
by  eansing  them  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  they  are 
dead,  atsnch  time  and  places  as  be  may  deem  proper; 
and  with  directions  to  send  the  prisoners  Baz  Khan  (3), 
Khoda  Buksb  (5),  Gonesh  (6),  Khoda  Bukah  (1),  Kesnr 
Khan  (8),  Asslot  Khan  (9),  Hoshan  Dyer  (10),  Muduree 
(11),  Boodhoo  (13),  Znbnr  Khan  (13),  Dhurm  Khan  (14). 
Zoolfeekar  Khan  (16),  Darroo  (16),  Phooiell  Khan  (17), 
Sheikh  Shuhadut,  (18),  Jhao  Khan  (19),  Sheikh  Islama 
(31),  Kalo  Khan  (3S),  Surroop  Singh  (23),  Dhurm  Khan 
(34),  Assalat  Khan  (26),  Islam  Khan  (36),  Babadoor 
Khan,  (27),  and  Akbnr  Khan  (39),  in  custody  at  a  proper 
season,  with  the  reqaisite  Warrants  to  the  Magistrate  of 
the  Suburbs  of  Calcutta,  who  will  be  instructed  to  carry 
the  sentence  of  transportation  passed  upon  tbem  into 
effect. 

(True  Extract) 
(Signed)    F.  C.  SMITH, 

Agent  Governor  General, 
9th  Novemler,  1836. 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 
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APPENDIX    D. 


BURWAHA  GHAT  AFFAIR. 

Deposition  of  Moklal,  Jonooa  and  others,  taken  at  Saugor 
before  Captain  W.  H.  Sleeman. 

Id  the  month  of  Kartiok,  about  six  years  ago,  I,  Buk- 
but  Jemadar,  anil  Tbokoree  at  large,  Dbokal  Meraea 
Paode,  (hang  at  Saugor)  aad  Moklal  approver,  left  oar 
bomea  at  Poorah  in  Jbanaee,  od  an  expedition  to  the 
Snckan.  and  after  taking  the  auspices  outside  the  village, 
ve  proceeded  via  Jhansee,  Bhilsa,  and  Rehlee.  Leav- 
ing Bhopanl  on  the  right,  we  crossed  the  Nnrboda  at 
Cheepanere,  and  encamped  outside  of  the  village,  under 
a  Bar  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river  where  we  found  a  gang 
of  fifty  Thugs  under  the  following  leaders : 

Boshun  Jemadar  hung  at  Saugor,  with  ten  followers. 

Khuleel  ditto  hung  at  ditto,  with  ten  ditto. 

Ghnreeba  Dhadee  bung  at  ditto,  with  seven  ditto. 

Zolfukar  Jemadar  bang  at  ditto,  with  seven  ditto. 

Golab  Khan,  alias  Fohara,  hnng  at  ditto,  with  3  ditto. 

Sheikh  Madaree  bung  at  Joura. 

MooUooa  Aheer  ..'\ 

and  >  Died  in  the  Saugor  Jail ; 

Kehree  Lodhee,  ,.} 

Nunba  Masulman ' 

Manoola,    • 

Bhowanee,  son  of  Rostom, 

Mahomed  Bnksb, . 

_        „  .         ,  >  Approvers  j 

Pawn  Mahomed,   " 

Sheikh  Cbotee 

Daood,  and    • .  •  • 

Pawn  Khan, 
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also  encamped,  and  we  joined  tbem.  They  had  reach- 
ed this  place  from  their  homes  without  committing  any 
murder.  The  next  morning  we  all  fifty-six  set  oat  on 
the  road  to  the  Sacknn,  and  arrived  at  Harda  where  we 
passed  that  night.  Thence  we  proceeded  by  Singeea 
Deo  Boregow  and  Asseer  ts  Borhanpore,  and  encamped 
outside  of  the  town  in  a  grove  where  there  was  a  Mnth 
(Gosaens  lodging].  We  halted  there  the  next  day,  and 
about  noon  a  gang  of  fifty-six  other  Thugs,  nnder  the 
following  leaders,  came  np  from  their  homes  and  joined 
ear  gang : 

Forshand  Iiodhee  hnng  at  Sanger,  with  ten  followers. . 

Pnrnsram  Jemadar, "^ 

S  irawun,  brother  of  ditto, . .  7  at  large,  with  fifteen  ditto. 

*MnnofanrPartDL,  Jemadar,  3 

Khooman  Brahman,  brother?  (at  large),  number  of  fol- 
of  ditto,  and J  lowers  not  remembered. 

Mahraj  .Fatnck  who  drowned  himself  in  the  lake  at 

Dhamanee,  on  his  way  to  Sangor,  under  an  escort  1832. 

We  all  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  persons. 

From  this  place  we  set  ont  on  the  road  to  the  Dock- 
bnn ;  oo  reacbiag  the  bank  of  the  Taptee  river  we  sat 
down,  and  while  we  were  talking  and  smoking,  two  Ho- 
snlman  travellers  came  np  on  their  way  from  Bbopaul  to 
AuruDgabad.  Roshnn  Jemadar  acted  as  Sothae  and 
won  their  confidence.  They  sat  dowD  with  as  and  smok- 
ed the  hookah,  and  Roshnn  gave  them  some  food  to  eat 
as  he  was  himself  eating.  After  resting  here  sometime 
we  went  on  with  the  travellers  and  reached  Tankolee,  a 
village  six  cose  south  from  Borhanpore,  and  encamped 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  on  the  north  side  of  the  village. 

*  Maoahnr  IbI^  cat  hit  throat  new  JhtDwe,  wben  he  foand  Ihs 
fmnl  from  JbaDKecominsnpifitb  him  npoa  tha  open  plain,  ud  di«d 
ra  the  >pot.  ^ 
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Afler  we  bad  taken  onr  dioner,  aboDt  twa  ghnrriea  aftec 
saoset,  we  sent  some  people  of  oar  gatng  to  cooverse  with 
the  travellers,  and  while  they  were  engaged  in  talking 
thej  were  both  seized  and  strangled  apon  their  beds  by 
Khoda  Baksh  Mosnlman  and  Bokhot  Brahman,  both  at 
large,  assisted  by  others  as  Shamsheeas,  who  were  sitting 
near  them.  We  got  from  them  one  hundred  and  6fly 
mpees  in  cash,  two  matchlocks,  one  tattoo  and  some  other 
articles.    Id  the  division  we  got  one  rnpee  each. 

After  lliis  affair  the  next  morning  we  proceeded  oa 
the  road  to  the  Dukhnn  and  reached  £dnlabad,  about 
tea  case  sonth  from  Borhanpore,  and  encamped  out- 
side of  the  town  at  a  Fokeer's  Tukeea  nnder  some 
trees.  The  same  day  eight  Rokoreeas,  of  whom  sis 
were  armed  with  matchlocks,  and  two  Camel  drivers, 
came  up  with  Tippoo  Sahee  rupees  (Spanish  dollars) 
from  Dnnraj  Seth's  house  at  Bombay,  on  their  way 
to  Indore.  .and  lodged  in  a  shop  in  tiie  Bazar.  We 
sent  Khoda  Buksh  (at  large)  and  Moiloo  Jemadar 
Bs  Tiihaes  (spies)  to  watoh  them.  Tbey  went  and  pat  up 
in  one  of  the  shops  near  them.  The  next  morning  the 
Boknreeas  set  out  and  both  onr  spies  followed  Uiem. 
We  oonjectnred  that  they  woald  probably  encamp  at 
Tankolee  that  day,  and  as  we  had  already  oommitted 
a  morder  there  we  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  follow 
(bem  to  that  plaoe.  We  accordingly  went  on  to  Cbaand 
Devee.  The  Roknreeas  did  not  however  go  to  Tao- 
kolee.  bat  to  Borhanpore— on  the  following  morning  :— 

Khnleel ^ 

Mahnu  Fatnk,     .. 

Pumsram 

Zalimand  Bukhut,  ..^ 
with  6fty  select  Tbngs  from  the  gang,  set  cat  for  Bor- 
hanpore, thinkini;  that  the  Rokareeas  woald  arrive  therq 


-  Jemadars, 
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from  Tankolee.  The  remiiDder  of  the  gang  retorned 
from  this  pUco  to  Deoleea,  in  the  Bhopal  district,  having 
appointed  to  rejoin  them  there  after  perpetrating  the 
mnrder  of  the  above  RolCnreeas,  Abont  one  vatoh  before 
Hon  set  onr  party  arrived  at  Borhanpore  and  encamped 
catside  of  the  tovn  towards  the  north.  Here  both  of  the 
spies  brooght  information  that  the  Roknreeas  had  pnt  Dp 
in  the  Bazar.  On  this  we  sent  Mollooand  Gbnreeba 
Jemadars  to  make  enqairies,  and  on  reaching  the  Bazar 
they  found  three  other  Camols  lodging  there,  bat  not  the 
Roknreeas  we  were  in  search  of.  They  returned  and 
reported,  and  ve  ient  off  Kbaleel  and  Monahnr  Jema- 
dars, and  Mndara  Thngs  to  trace  them,  offering  to  give 
Ihem  one  hundred  rnpees  reward  over  and  above  their 
share  of  the  booty.  They  were  to  proceed  to  Asseer  and 
thence  on  to  fioregow,  where  we  woald  wait  for  them. 
These  three  men  arrived  at  Asseer  abont  midnight,  bnt 
«oaId  not  discover  the  Roknreeas,  altfaongh  they  were  at 
the  time  lodged  in  the  Bazar.  The  next  morning  we 
reached  Asseer  without  finding  any  trace  of  the  Rokn- 
reeas, end  sent  Asbraff  (at  large)  and  Monga  (died  in 
Sanger  Jail)  to  the  Bazar  to  purchase  some  floor,  Sccand 
went  on  to  a  uallah  abont  one  half  cose  distant  from  Asseer. 
Soon  af^er  we  bad  sat  down  at  this  nallah,  these  two  men 
returned  and  told  ns  that  they  had  seeo  the  Roknreeaa 
settling  the  duties  at  the  Custom  house.  On  learning  this 
we  were  much  gratified  and  leaving  Moonga  and  Ashrnff, 
as  Tilbaees  to  watch  their  movement,  we  went  on  to 
Boregow ;  a  little  after  our  arrival  there  the  spies  brought 
information  that  the  treasure  bearers  would  not  pass  that 
way,  having  gone  to  Pnnchpnbar.  On  hearing  this  we 
immediately  set  out  for  Fnncbpnhar  bnt  could  nut  find 
the  Rokqreeas.  We  passed  that  night  there,  and  in  the 
■utnung  we  seat  aiz  other  active  Thugs  in  -differeat 
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direofioas  to  trace  tiwm.  Two  to  Aiseor,  two  to  Bor»* 
gov/,  and  two  to  Sherpore,  on  the  lodore  roftd,  while  the 
tnain  body  halted  at  Punchpahar.  Aboot  a  watch  before 
aoDset  the  two  men  from  the  Sherpora  came  back  aad 
told  a*  that  the  Rokoreeas  had  lodged  in  the  Bazar  at 
Sherpore  the  precediog  ni^ht,  and  bad  set  oat  on  the 
road  to  Indore  that  morning,  aad  intended  to  pot  np- at 
•  rillageabooteight  cose  from  Sherpore,  name  not  remem-  , 
bered.  They  got  this  -information  from  the  people  at 
Sherpore  aod  it  was  correct.  Here  the  fonr  other  men 
ngoined  u  elio.  On  learning  thii,  altboagh  we  were  all 
nnch  tired,  we  immediately  aetont  for  that  village,  leer- 
ing Sherpore  en  the  right;  we  arrived  there  at  midnight 
«nd  encamped  ootside  of  the  village  under  a  large  Peepal 
tree.  The  next  morning  when  the  Aokureeaa  set  ont 
from  tbit  village  we  followed,  and  about  u  oose  from 
the  village  we  were  detained  by  the.  Chokeedarsof  the 
Oflatom  chokee,  and  daring  oar  detention  the  Roka- 
reeas  went  on  oat  of  oar  tight;  we  paid  the  Chokeedara 
one  raped  fonr  anas  and  went  on ;  daring  thii  interval 
tbe  treaiare  bearers  had,  we  fonnd,  orosaed  the  Narbodda 
at  Barwahaghat  and  gone  on  to  the  Bazar  of  Bnrwaha,  a 
village  the  otfaer  side  of  the  river,  and  pat  np  in  a  shop. 
We  followed  and  crossed  the  Narbndda  at  the  same  ghat 
And  encamped  oatside  of  the  same  village  ander  a  bar  tree 
Bear  the  small  reservoir.  The  next  morning  the  Darogidi 
of  thecnstom  chokee  detained  the  treasore  bearers  to 
settle  dntieS  on  their  treasnre,  and  we  were  detained  also 
by  the  same  aathority,  bnt  we  did  not  intend  to  pay  thera 
till  the  treasure  bearers  had  settled,  with  the  view  of 
following  them.  The  treasare  bearers  had  great  alterca- 
tion with  the  people  of  the  ohokee  who  demanded  a  higk 
rate  of  daty  from  them,  when  Maharaj  Patack  went  to 
the  Darogdi  and  ndmooisfaed  him,  and  asked  why  be  did 
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■ot  let  the  treasars  bearara  ^o,  as,  io  the  event  of  anj 
Bcoideat  happeaiDg  to  tbeir  trefuare  if  they  move  at  a 
late  hour,  he  woald  be  responaiMe  fw  it;  od  this  the 
-Dart^ah  became  alarmed  and  took  from  them  whatever 
thev  Itad  intearted  to  pay.  It  was  pow  late  and  the  treason 
bearera  woald  not  more  that  night.  We  advan,eed  to  a 
garden  about  two  cose  on  the  side  of  the  road,  where  «« 
cooked  and  ate  oar  dinnet  aod  passed  the  night.  The 
next  moroiog,  while  we  were  psepwiog  to  moTe,  we  saw 
the  camels  and  the  treasure  bearers  coming  on,  and  wa 
immediately  set  out  and  went  on  to  a  npllah  in  aa  exteq- 
Mve  bamboo  jaegie,  where  there  was  an  VDiababited 
tillage.  Here  we  all  sat  down,  after  cntting  some  large 
bamboo  sticks,  thinking  this  a  suitable  place  for  murder. 
While  we  were  smoking,  a  man  on  horseback  who  bad  been 
the  companion  of  the  Bokareeaa  ever  since  the  preceding 
night,  came  up  and  sat  down  with  as  to  smoke.  Soon  after 
the  Roknreeas  arrived  and  sat  down  to  rest.  We  aarronnd*' 
ed  them  from  every  side,  and  seised  and  strangled  the  sis 
matchlock  men,  then  the  boraemao,  and  lastly  we  pulled 
dowa  the  sorwana  from  the  camels  with  the  bamboo  sticka 
we  had  cnt  there,  and  strangled  them.  We  buried  the 
bodies  of  the  whole  in  the  nnllah  and  instantly  made 
Ghoreeba  mount  on  the  sowar's  horse,  and  took  the  tretr 
anre  camels  by  a  bye  road  through  the  jnngle,  leaving  the 
high  road  to  [ndore  on  the  left.  Going  on  about  two  cose 
from  the  place  where  we  had  committed  the  murder,  we 
sat  down  and  took  the  loads  off  the  camels,  pat  them  on 
onr  tattoos,  and  turned  the  camels  laoae  ie  the  jangles. 
Here  we  left  the  Indore  road  altogether,  and  took  another 
in  a  direotion  to  tiie  East.  In  three  days  we  reached  Sno- 
ilolpore  and  encamped  on  the  tmnk  of  a  tank.  Here  we  cnt 
the  treasure  khooijeea  with  tulwars  and  knives,  and  took  oat 
:tlie treasure, in  wbicb wefonod  15,0(MtTippoo  Saheeropees 
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{Spanisb  dollars),  siWer  bollion  100  rnpees  weight,  and  » 
«mall  brass  box  stamped.  When  ve  broke  open  this  box, 
■we  foand  io  it  foor  diamond  rings  set  with  jowels,  eight 
pearls,  aod  one  peirofgoldkarras  or  bangles.  The  whole 
of  these  articles  amounted  tq  1000  Tippoo  Sahees  rupees 
in  valne.  From  this  booty  Zaiim  took  oat  a  handful  of 
money  as  an  offering  to  Davee,  which  we  intended  to  give 
to  priests  of  fiiodacbni ;  bat  not  finding  an  opportunity  for 
doing  so  it  was  left  with  ZaIim.  Afterwards  we  divided  the 
booty  aod  got  about  ISO  rupees  each  Tippoo  Sahee  rupees 
(Spanish  dollars).  The  pearls  and  jewels  were  divided 
according  to  their  valne  which  had  been  then  estimated. 
The  shares  of  those  who  left  our  gang  for  the  fihopanl 
district  as  before  described  were  given  to  their  friends 
and  relations.  Harry  Sing  (at  large,  adopted  by  Kbomao, 
died  in  Jabulpore  jail,)  took  the  horse  for  10  rupees.  We 
passed  that  night  at  Sandnlpore,  and  afterwards  returned 
to  our  homes  by  regular  stages.  A  few  days  after  our 
retarn  home,  the  part  of  oar  gang  whom  we  had  left 
behind  at  Dooleea  returned,  having  beard  that  the  trea- 
sure had  been  robbed  at  Bnrwahaghat. 
(True  Translation) 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 

P.  A.  A.  G.  O. 

To  G.  WELLESLEY,  Esquire. 

Resident,  ladore. 
Sir. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  deposition 
of  Hoklal  and  others  on  the  subject  of  the  murder  of  the 
escort  with  the  treasure  of  Dhnnraj  Seth,-  and  to  request 
that  yon  will  have  the  goodness  to  endeavour  to  procure 
the  depositions  of  the  men  who  bnrnt  or  buried  the 
bodies.    They  were.  I    understood,  discovered  by  the 
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people  of  tbe  plaoe  soon  after  the  affair.    Aoyinrorm- 
ation  rogai^inf;  the  camels  left  on  the  groand  woald  also 
be  important.     Tbe  guard  at  the  Burwahaghat  belonged, 
1  nnderstand,  to  His  Highness  the  Holear. 
1  have,  &c.  8cc. 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAIf, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  a. 
Saugor, 
P.  A.  A.  G.  G.  OJlei, 
The  VHh  Oct.  1831. 

(Trne  Copy,) 
(Signed)     W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  a. 


net,  ( 

II.  i 


Deposition  of  Narooha  Kumusdar,  of  the  Purguna.  of 
Burwaha,  taien  on  the  5th  November  1831,  before 
Captain  Sandys,  Assistant  to  the  Resident  at  Indore, 
and  in  charge  of  the  Nunar  district. 

.  Id  the  jear  Sambiit  1884,  od  tbe  29th  Janaary  1829, 
A.  D.,  three  cameU  loaded  with  treasore  belonging  to 
DhtiDraj  Seth  of  Omrowtee,  came  to  the  towo  of  Bar- 
vaha,  rested  the  SOtb  aod  31st,  paid  tbe  doties 
demandable  at  tbe  Castom-hoase,  and  marched  a^n  on 
the  Slst  Jaonary  towards  Indore,  b;  the  villa^  of  Naen, 
which  was  then  aaocoQpied  and  waste.  On  the  baak  of  tbe 
Kallah,  near  that  village,  the  men  escorting  ibe  treasure 
were  all  killed,  and  the  treasare  taken  off  by  robbers,  and 
on  the  3d  of  Febrnary  1829  Kboaala  Balar,  of  the  village 
of  Omnreea,  came  to  tbe  gaard  in  the  evening,  and 
reported  it.  It  was  than  late,  and  the  horsemen  of  the 
gsard  had  gone  to  escort  treasure  to  Moodlesnr,  and  I 
deferred  going  oat  till -the  next  morning,  when  I,  with 
Bnna  Ragonaath  Sing,  Zemindar  of  the  Fai^ana,  and 
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Cfaatter  OaSadu,  end  three  foot  aoldien  of  the  gvtiti, 
went  towards  Ntten,  the  place  vbere  the  mnrders  had  be«n 
committed.  On  the  road  we  met  Golbeea,  a  Pardhee  of 
the  village  of  Nadeea,  who  told  as  that  the  three  camels 
were  left  in  the  jnogle,  one  wiUt  bis  le^  tied  and  the  other 
two  fi-ee.  On  coming  to  the  Nala,  at  about  a  hundred 
paces  distant  from  the  road  to  the  west,  on  the  dry  bed, 
we  foand  three  bodies.  They  were  under  the  branches 
of  a  Golnr  tree,  covered  with  leaves,  dry  sand  and  stones, 
^e  took  them  out  and  fonnd  all  their  throats  out,  appa- 
rently with  swords.  On  one  of  the  bodies  was  a  black  coat, 
and  by  that  coat  he  was  recog:nized  to  he  Meer  Futab 
Alee,  a  Merchant  of  Borhanpore.  He  often  passed  by 
Burwahaonbasiness,  and  became  known  to  the  Peeadahs 
of  the  guard.  We  then  went  to  Omnreea  and  asked 
Bumteb,  the  Pntel  of  that  place,  where  the  bodies  were 
that  he  had  reported,  and  he  took  na  to  a  part  of  the 
Nala  in  which  some  water  remained,  with  Girdbnr 
Sfukatee  and  Nana  Pntwaree,  and  aboutfifty  paces  west 
frpm  the  place  where  we  discovered  the  first  three  bodies, 
we  saw  two  more  bodies  lying  on  the  ground  on  the  edge 
of  the  water.  Their  throats  had  been  cat  in  the  same 
manner  as  tbote  of  the  other  two,  and  they  had  been 
mangled  by  animals.  From  this  place  we  retnrned  to 
the  first  three  bodies,  and  searching  farther  foand  two 
more  aboat  ten  or  twelve  paces  from  them  covered  with 
sand,  leaves,  and  stones,  and  lying  one  over  the  other. 
We  took  them  up  and  found  their  throats  cat  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  of  Uie  others.  There  was  no  other 
wound  discoverable  on  any  one  of  the  seven,  bodies.  We 
now  went  in  search  of  the  camels,  and  about  a  quarter  of. 
a  oose  from  the  bodies  to  the  east,  we  found  one  canel 
lyiag  down  with  his  legs  tied.  We  took  him  up  ani| 
.came  or  to  the  village  of  Nadeea  where  we  fooud  the 
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two  other  cameU  browsing  in  a  field,  tnd  Bent  nil  tLreft 
withoat  ropes  or  saddlas  to  Barwnha,  and  I  collooled  the 
Baloes  from  Xadae  Rampoora,  and  Agnrwara,  and  Onnr- 
reea  to  bnry  the  bodies,  and  returned  to  Barwaha,  and 
at  the  Custom-faonse  cbokee  ascertained  from  the  books  of 
Ganpot  Raw,  the  Agent  on  the  part  of  the  fanner  of  the 
enstoms ;  that  on  the  dOth  of  January,  1839,  Dfannr^j 
Seth's  three  camels  had  paid  dntji,  and  that  on  the  same 
day.  a  Bhowanee  Persand,  and  others  his  companions, 
bearing  arms,  and  residents  of  Bandelooad,  thirty  per- 
sons, with  six  ponies,  had  been  entered  as  paying  Rahs- 
daree  dqties,  and  on  the  same  day,  HeerTnllah  Alee,  the 
nerohaut,  had  passed  on  big  way  to  Indore.  After  learning 
these  particalars,  I  sent  off  in  porsnit  of  the  robbers. 
Davey  Sing,  Peeada  of  the  guard,  deposed  on  the 
same  day  to  the  same  effect.  So  also  did  6obtnd 
ApS)  Peeada  of  the  same  gaard,  and  Chntter,  Dnfadar 
of  the  same  guard.  Alto  Bana  Rngonath  Sing,  Zemin- 
dar of  the  Forguna  of  Burwaha.  The  men  employed 
to  bnry  them,  depose  to  their  having  buried  the  seven 
bodies  by  order  of  the  Knmaadar. 

Deposition  of  B^an  Naei  Nahil,  of  Omureea,  in 
BuTwaha,  Zd  November,  1831. 

In  the  year  Surabat  1834,  three  camels  laden  with 
treasure  from  Dhonraj  Seth,  were  robbed  at  the  Naleh  of 
the  village  of  Naeao,  and  seven  men  who  escorted  it, 
Akurdered.  Marsba,  Komasdar  of  the  Purgnna,  called 
me  and  ordered  me  to  search  for  the  murderers.  I  took 
tiiree  other  MeJuIs  from  Omureea,  and  two  Danaks  from 
^adeea,  aud  Bbeela  Raw,  a  Peeada  of  the  gaard  of 
Rnrwaba,  with  me,  to  parsoe  the  track  (many)  at  the 
place  where  the  bodiei  lay.    We  could  find  no  tnoe,  bat 
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after  a  good  deal  of  search  w«  foond  the  many  on  tbs 
road  to  Kej,  about  a  cose  from  the  village  of  Naean  east, 
Bear  Ibe  deserted  village  of  Khoree,  and  from  that  place 
ve  followed  it  throngb  the  Tillages  of  Gidwara,  Jogat- 
poorah,  Bamgolafa,  Chorarnadee,  Khsmfcee,  Khargee, 
Baroul,  and  Kntkote,  Holkar's  territories.  From  this 
place  Bhola  B«w  returned  home  to  Bnrwaha,  and  we 
took  Zemeendars,  one  Dbanak  and  one  Bilae,  to  follow 
on  the  many  or  trace.  We  foond  it  through  Ranjhonna, 
Gowarbar,  Gureegor,  Chundere  Gnrb,  Sankola,  Byroo- 
gow,  Kop  Gowra,  Beetora,  op  to  the  Bowlee  of  the 
village  of  Portula,  in  the  Purguna  of  Neemnupore, 
Mokoar,  in  the  territories  of  fiannear,  which  Bowlee  is 
gitnated  aboot  two  hundred  paces  from  the  vill^e. 
From  that  Bowlee  no  trace  ooold  be  found.  We  told 
the  Fntel  of  that  village.  Dew  Chuud  Kolee,  and  two 
other  people  to  carry  on  the  trace,  and  if  they  could  not, 
they  must  answer  to  their  Government  for  the  murders, 
and  having  told  them  this  we  returned.  On  our  way  w« 
saw  the  people  of  Kutkote  cutting  wood,  and  asked 
abont  the  people  who  had  passed  of  late.  They  said  th^ 
had  seen  on  the  Nuddee,  under  Kutkote,  twenty-five  or 
thirty  men  from  Bundelonnd  Awud,  with  five  or  seven 
ponies,  and  asked  them  whence  they  came.  They  said  they 
were  from  Malwa  and  were  going  to  Pootola,  but  had 
lost  their  road.  We  returned  and  reported  all  to  the 
Knmaadar  of  Burwaha. 

I>epotition  of  T^ala  Bular,  of  tie  village  of  Nadeeot 
Purgunna  of  Burwaka,  \at  November,  1631. 

In  the  Sumbnt  year  1684,  on  a  Nalah,  in  the  village  of 
Kaean,  in  the  Pargonna  of  Burhawa,  three  camels  laden 
with  treasure,  belonging  to  Dhunraj  Seth,  were  robi>ed, 
«nd  the  men  who  escorted  them  murdered.    I  bad  beeq 


,9  iizedoy  Google 


(  es  ) 

taken  bb  a  begar  with  a  Kafila  of  Governmeiit  BervaDta. 
vho  were  goingf  with  a  Palkee  and  other  things  from 
Borbanpore,  as  far  as  village  of  Omareea,  and  was  on  mj 
returo,  and  warming  myself  at  a  fire  left  barning  on  the 
gronnd  which  a  party  of  Brinjaras  bad  just  quitted  near 
the  village  of  Naean,  when  I  saw  a  nnmber  of  carrion 
birds,  such  as  vaUnres  and  others  descend  from  the  sky 
and  collect  on  the  bank  of  the  nalah  ;  on  seeiog  this  I 
went  to  the  village  of  Rampora  in  the  above  Porgaana, 
and  told  Omrow  Bhogwan  and  other  Balaes,  that  soma 
animals  mnst  be  lying  dead  in  the  nalah  of  Naean,  as  car- 
rion birds  were  there  collected,  and  they  all  accompanied 
me  to  Ihe  nalah  to  see,  and  we  fonnd  two  bnman  bodies 
Ijiug  in  the  nalah  close  to  the  edge  of  the  water.  Oa 
seeing  them,  my  companion)  retarned  to  Rampora  and  I 
came  home.  On  my  way  I  met  Heera  Rajpoot,  of  the 
Yillage  of  Agnrwara,  feeding  his  cattle  in  the  grounds 
of  N.aean,  and  I  told  him  that  I  had  seen  the  bodies  of 
two  mnrdered  travellers  in  the  bed  of  the  nalah,  and  at 
his  request  I  went  again  and  pointed  them  out  from  a 
distance. 

.     D^osUion  of  Heera  Rqfpoot,  of  Agunoara, 
1st  November,  1831. 

I  was  grazing  my  cattle  on  the  boundaries  of  Naean 
when  Tejola  Balar  of  Naneea,  came  towards  me  from  the 
nalah,  and  said  some  people  had  mnrdered  two  travellers 
and  thrown  their  bodies  into  the  nalah,  and  at  my  request 
Jie  went  and  pointed  them  ont  to  me.  At  that  time 
Nana  Pnlwaree,  of  Naddera,  was  on  his  way  from 
Bnrwaha  to  Omnreea,  and  meeting  him  I  mentioned  the 
circumstance.  He  went  on  towards  Omareea,  and  I 
returned  to  my  cattle. 
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Nana  Putwaree  deposea,  lat  November,  1831. 

That  OD  heaxiag  the  circnmstances  from  Heera  Rajpoot 
ke  went  to  Omnreea  and  told  Girdhor  Jtf  nktee  aod  Himota 
Putel,  and  went  with  them  and  Bi«hao  Nobil  and  Sha- 
aula  Bilae,  to  see  the  bodie*.  AAer  seeingf  th«  two 
we  retarned,  aod  1  reqneated  Shamila  Balar  to  go  and 
report  to  the  gnard  at  Barwaha,  bnt  ha  leat  his  brother 
Khosi^a  to  do  so.  Khosala  deposes  that  he  was  seat  to 
report  the  oircDinateuce  to  the  guard  at  Burwaha,  and 
reached  the  place  towards  eTeniDg,  and  reported  accord- 
iogiy. 

Urxee  ofDhm  Rqj  Seth,  5fh  TfoventSer  1930,  forwarded 
through  Captain  Robinion  of  Eilichpore. 

Abont;  thirty-three  tnontbi  ago,  45,OQ0  rupees  of  my 
property,  on  three  camels  and  one  poDy7  with  bids  men 
an  their  way  from  Bombay  to  Indore,  were  taken  by 
twenty-nine  Thngs,  four  coss  from  Alvee  Bnreyra  and 
twenty  from  Indore.  The  men  were  all  killed  and  tbe 
pony  taken  with  the  property,  bat  the  camels  were  let  go  : 
Befaar«elal  and  Gomanee  Ram,  my  Gomashtas,  went  with 
Delia  Harcara  of  Holkar's,  in  search  of  the  Thngs,  foaod 
ihem  in  Jhansee,  and  gave  iDformation  to  the  Governor 
General's  Agent  at  Hameerpore,  who  got  them  seiced 
and  put  ID  irons.  They  confessed  that  the  property  had 
been  taken  and  divided  into  a  handred  and  one  shares,  and 
the  Agent  sent  them  all  to  the  Resident  at  Todore,  and  the 
Resident  sent  them  back  to  the  Agent  at  Hameerporf^ 
who  made  them  over  to  the  Jhansee  Rajah's  Wokeel,  with 
orders  to  recover  and  make  good  the  property. 

$ome  time  before  ibis,  gold  to  the  value  of  twBBty>tw» 
thousand  rupees,  in  charge  of  fonr  Jlnrcaras,  and  « 
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batch  of  gold  to  tfae  valae  of  eleven  thomancl  rapaes,  oa 
tbeir  way  from  Poons  to  Jeypore,  were  taken  by  Thng^, 
and  the  people  mordered.  The  robbery  was  traced  to 
thesesamellioga,  Bomeof  whom  vereiD  tbe  Gw&lior,  and 
some  in  the  Dotteea  territorieB ;  many  vere  taken  and 
made  oTcr  to  KiBhen  PerBand,  Holkar'a  Wnkeel)  and  put 
into  his  HIgbness'BFort  of  Alnmpore.  I  have  reoovered 
fbnrteen  or  fifteen  tboDsand  rapees  ootof  the  whole;  but 
Uy  agents  have  in  thirty-three  months  spent  in  the  search 
fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  Jnhulpore  district,  bas 
seised  seven  of  the  Thugs,  and  sent  theoi  to  the  Resid«it 
at  Indore,  and  their  case  is  not  yet  decided.  All  these 
Thugs  reside  in  Jhansee  and  Jabulpore,  and  they  should 
be  made  to  give  np  my  property.  My  Gomashta  at 
Humeerpore  wanted  a  Hurcara  and  a  letter,  but  the 
Agent  of  the  Governor  General  would  not  fnrnish  them 
Out  of  regard  for  the  Jhansee  Chief  thongh  the  Residents 
ofNagpoor  and  Gwalior  and  other  places  have  written 
to  bim  in  my  behalf. 

Unet  of  Nanii  Ram,  Gomaihta  of  Dhunrtff  Seth,  far- 
warded  tkrovgh  Mr.  Oraeme,  the  Resident  at  Nagpore, 
2d  Septtmber  leai. 

About  three  years  and  fonr  months  ago  three  camels 
and  a  pony  were  laden  with  twelve  tbouBand  five  hundred 
Reals  of  silver,  value  forty  thouaaud  rnpees,  add  under 
the  escort  of  seven  matchlockmen,  were  on  their  way  from 
Bombay  to  Indore.  On  the  road  abont  six  cose  from 
Indore,  twenty-nine  Thngs  killed  all  the  escort  and  took 
the  pony  bat  left  the  camels.  Behareelal  and  Gomaned 
Bam,  my  Gomaibtas  at  Indore,  heard  of  the  robbery  and 
lufonned  the  Court  of  Holkar,  who  sent  Dolla  Horcara 
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with  tbem  to  search  for  the  Thngs.  They  found  them  at 
Jhansee  aod  iaformed  the  Agent  at  Hameerpare,  vho  gat 
them  secured,  aod  when  they  had  confessed  the  crime  he 
sent  them  off  to  the  Resident  at  Indore  vith  the  Jhansee 
Rajah's  Hnrcara.  Twelve  hundred  rapees  and  three  of 
the  Reals  were  found  upon  them,  and  made  over  to  the 
Gomasfatas,  and  the  Resident,  faaviDg  proved  the  theft, 
sent  them  back  to  the  Governor  General's  Agent  at 
Hnmeerpore,  who  made  them  over  to  the  Jhansee  Rajah's 
Wukeel,  with  order*  to  request  his  master  to  make  good 
the  property. 

Some  time  before  this,  silver  and  gold  to  the  valne  of 
thirty-three  tboosand  rapees  were  on  their  way  in  charge  of 
Hurcaraa  from  Poona  to  Jypore,  and  the  men  were  all  kill- 
ed by  Thugs  and  the  property  taken.  This  was  made  known 
to  the  Agent  at  Hnmeerpore,  who  discovered  that  the 
Thugs  were  from  Gwalior.  They  were  seized  and  sent  to 
the  Resident  at  Gwalior,  who  ascertained  the  trnth  and 
recovered  gold  to  the  valne  of  four  thousand  rupees,  and 
pot  it  in  deposit  at  Gwalior,  and  afterwards  made  it  over 
to  my  Gomashta.  Four  Thags  had  heen  seized  by  the 
Gentleman  at  Jubulpore,  with  fourteen  hundred  rupees 
of  gold  npon  them,  and  on  my  representation  through  the 
then  Resident  of  Nagpore,  Mr.  Wilder,  they  were  for- 
warded to  Indore.  The  gold  was  there  made  over  to  my 
Gomashta  and  the  Thugs  sent  to  Hnmeerpore,'where  the 
Agent  made  them  over  to  the  Jhansee  Rajah,  with  orders 
tiiat  be  should  satisfy  me  and  get  my  Razeenameh,  as  he 
mnst  have  received  a  share  of  the  booty. 

The  Wnkeet  sent  them  all  to  Jhansee  bat  remained 
himself  at  Hnmeerpore  ;  and  the  Rajah  detained  my 
Gomashtas  a  month,  and  then  told  them  to  go  to  Humeer* 
pore,  and  he  would  send  them  the  thieves.  They  went 
aocoidiogly  to  the  Ageot  at  Huneerpore,  who  promised 
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to  recover  the  properly  for  them,  bnt  it' is  not  yet 
forthcoming.  The  Gomasblas  areredaced  to  despair  and 
have  expended  tbonsaods  of  ropees.  The  Sanger 
Gentleman  is  now  in  charge,  and  three  hnadred  and  twenty 
Reals  have  been  roeod  npon  the  Tbags,  and  as  BehareeUI 
and  Bnrsabee  my  Gomasbtas,  arenowatSangor,  Ipray  a 
letter  to  bis  address,  to  reqaest  be  vill  caose  the  Jhansee 
Rajab  to  make  good  my  losses, 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 


APPENDIX     E. 


(No.  26.) 
DHOOLEEA  MALAGOW  AFFAIR. 

To  G.  WELLESLET,  Esquire. 

Retidentat  Indore. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  Depoiition 
of  Feringeea,  one  of  the  gang  engaged  in  the  affair  com- 
monly called  Dhooleea  Malagow,  and  request  jon  will  do 
me  the  favor  to  have  the  Depositions  of  some  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Joknr,  who  are  said  to  have  seen  the  bodies  of  the 
ronrdered  people,  taken  by  the  local  authorities  and  for- 
warded to  me,  that  they  may  be  filed  as  part  of  the  evidence 
against  the  members  of  the  gang  now  in  this  Jail.  I  mnst 
pray  yon  to  excnse  the  trooble  which  my  ignoraooe  of 
the  local  jorisdictioa  oocasiooa. 
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T  mast  alao  reqaest  yon  to  do  me  tbe  favor  to  ascertain 
whether  the  mosey  was  seat  as  stated  by  Kiafaeneband 
front  Poena  for  tbe  hoase  of  M^oq  Slug  at  Indore. 
I  bave,  &c.  Six. 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  G. 
Savgor  P.  A.  A.  G.  G.  Office, ) 
2Sth  June  1631.  j 


DEPOSITIONS  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE  BOMBAY  AUTHORI- 
TIES AND  FORWARDED  TO  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN  BY  MR. 
VELLESLEY. 

Bheeia  and  Luchmun.  35M  March  1838. 

We  went  from  Jhorya  to  Arofaee  on  the  22nd  of  Cfaeyt 
last  on  a  Snnday,  and  on  onr  way  home  at  a  mined 
Bowlee  near  Jhorka,  we  smelt  something  like  dead  bodies, 
and  coming  home  told  the  public  officers  who  went  to 
ascertain  what  it  was. 

Deposition  of  Sukharam,  Zuchmun,  Mokun  Ram  and 
other  Bankere  ofPoona,  22d  July  1831,  A.  D. 

Oar  Setb  master  at  Poena  sent  three  men*  on  the  2d  of 
Mag,  (January)  from  Poena  to  Indore,  with  gold  to  the 
valne  of  eleven  thonsand  rupees,  and   as   they   did  not 

*  ThcM  were  tke  ttvn  men  tnardertd  at  Dborecote,  tnd  not  tbiMe 
mkett  bodiei  were  round.  Thew  were  the  bodin  of  the  Mfen  peteoaa 
■noTdend  the  yeu  berore,  three  wers  bailed  ia  the  teld,  and  the  rest 
bailed  anBei  ittne*  in  the  Bowlee.  '     ' 
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(each  their  destination,  he  sent  na  to  seek  tbetn.  We 
Marched  fron  village  to  village  ai  far  as  Jhorka,  and  one 
cose  from  it  in  advance  on  the  road  to  Dhooleea,  on  ibe 
right  hand,  in  a  plonghed  field,  we  foand  the  bodies  of  the 
three  murdered  men,  and  reported  to  the  Sahib. 

Depotitum  of  Oda  Putel  taken  at  Malagowt 
22d  July  1831. 

The  Mamlntdar  at  Malagow  asked  wheUier  I  had  gone 
apon  Dnsrnt  Bheers  r^wrt  to  search  for  bodies.  I  aaid 
that  on  the  7tfa  March,  on  Saturday,  Dasrot  Bheel  of 
Jhorka,  came  to  me  and  said  that  in  the  Gya  Pokar  field 
were  dead  bodies.  Papa  Bheel  told  me  the  same  thing. 
I  told  the — and  he,  I,  and  Raghoo  Pntel  and  Meerab. 
Knlkarnee,  and  fonr  others  went,  and  I  saw  in  a  hollow 
place  bodies  with  stones  over  them  :  animals  bad  devour- 
ed (Mtrt  of  the  flesh  :  we  uncovered  and  took  out  bones 
and  two  or  three  skulls.  About  ten  cubits  from  this  pit, 
we  fonnd  bonee  of  two  or  three  other  people,  bat  the 
skeletons  were  not  entire.  The  hair  on  the  head  was  aboat 
a  cnbit  long,  and  part  being  cat  off  showed  they  were 
men.    We  reported  to  the  Court  at  Malagow. 

Depoiition  of  Dtarut  Putel,  SSd  /uTy  1831. 

Papa  Bheel  of  Dharureea,  on  Thursday  came  to  Manjee 
Naek  while  we  were  together,  and  said  he  had  seen  dead 
bodies  in  the  field  of  Gya  Pakur,  the  day  before  while 
hunting.  I  sent  Gurha  Bheel  with  him.  He  saw  then  and 
returned.  I  next  day,  with  Dasmt  Shikdar  and'  Oda 
Putel,  and  three  or  fonr  outers,  went  and  saw  bodies 
under  stones  in  a  ditch.  There  was  little  flesh  upon  the 
bones.    At  another  place  twenty  cubits  distant  were  the 
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bones  of  two  or  three  people,  bat  tbe  skeletoos  were  not 
entire  aad  we  coald  not  see  tbe  woands.  'We  came  to 
Ualagow  Katcberee  and  reported. 

Krishna  Putel,   2id  July  1831. 

On  tbe  33d  of  Cbeyl,  Satarday,  Bbika  Bbeel,  on  relam- 
JDg  from  Aumee  to  Jborka,  smelt  a  bad  smelt,  and  came  to 
Sbikdar  and  reported.  I  and  Oda  Patel  were  sitting  with 
bim.  He  said  tbere  was  a  bad  staell  in  tbe  Bowlee  and  it 
shoald  be  searched.  We  went  and  were  joined  by  Sbnka- 
ram  and  Locbmnn  from  Poona,  wbo  bad  just  come  from 
Dboleea  in  search  of  three  men  who  had  been  sent  with 
money  from  Poona  to  lodore.  Havinj;^  arrived  at  the 
Bowlee  we  smelt  the  stink,  and  looking  down  saw  tbe  body 
of  a  man  noder  stones.  He  bad  onawhite  Ungarka,  with 
blood  abont  the  collar  of  it.  We  threw  it  in  again  after 
looking  at  it.  Tbere  was  long  hair  on  the  bead.  Wecon- 
clnded  had  he  been  mardered  by  Tbogs.  We  retnrned 
borne  and  reported.  Next  day  further  search  made,  but 
no  more  were  foand  in  tbe  Bowlee.  Some  time  before  five 
or  six  bodies  bad  been  dog  up  about  five  hundred  paces 
from  the  Bowlee  on  tbe  Pnrolaroad,  but  Shnkaram  thought 
tbe  one  in  the  Bowlee  mnst  have  belonged  to  his  three,  as 
the  others  bad  been  baried  too  long. 
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APPENDIX  F. 

DHOREE  AFFAIR. 


To  W.  S.  BOTDE,   Esqdirk, 

Magistrate,  Candeiti. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  hoDor  to  forward  the  trans- 
lation of  the  DepOBition  of  Dolela,  one  of  a  gan^  of  Thaga, 
who  are  said  to  haye  perpetrated  some  marders  Jn  yonr 
neighboarhood,  and  as  several  of  the  meinl>erB  of  that 
gaag  are  now  Id  the  Sanger  Jul,  and  aliont  to  l>e  bronght 
to  trial  for  that  and  other  crimes,  I  must  request  ;on  to  do 
me  the  favour  to  send  me  copies  of  any  proceedings  held 
in  that  case  at  Dholeea. 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 
15lk  August,  1831. 

To  W.  S.  BOTDE,  Esqdirb. 

Magistrate,  Dholeea. 
Sir, 

Pennit  me  to  request,  that  yon  will 
have  the  goodness  to  fomish  me  as  soon  as  possible  with 
any  information  yon  may  he  able  to  procnre  regarding 
the  case  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  yoor  address  of  the 
15tfa  Angast  last. 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 
25M  October,  1831. 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     74     ) 

DHOREEA  AFFAIR,  No.  46. 

(Copy.) 
To  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Princl.  Astistt,  Saugor. 
Sir, 

I  bave  the  honor  to  forward  all  the 
iuformatioQ  my  Records  ofibrded  on  the  subject  of  year 
dispatch  of  the  25th  ultimo. 

(Signed)    W.  BOYDE, 


CajuUiA,  Dki^ta,  16M  Nw.  1 


Magittrait. 


No.  25. 
To  CAPTAIN  H.  W.  HODGES, 

Acting  Collector  in  Candeith. 
Sib, 

Id  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  13th 
instant,  I  lose  no  lime  in  forwarding  the  enclosed  peti- 
tion this  day  received  by  me  from  the  agents  or  owners 
of  the  property  therein  mentioned,  and  have  only  to  add 
that  four  persons  by  name  Butteeram,  Premranj,  Tillnk> 
chuod,  and  Sidpersaud,  on  behalf  of  the  above  mentioned 
parties,  this  day  proceed  to  appear  before  yon  at  Dholeea. 
A  Muckadum  of  Coseids  by  name  Jnggajee  Rajpoot 
accompanies  them. 

(Signed)    J.  D.  DEVETRE, 

Senior  Magistrate  <if  Police. 
BoHBiY  Police  Oppicb,  7 
The  21s(  February,  1829.     S 
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2b  fie  WoraMpful 

J.  D.  DEVETRE,  Esquire, 

Senior  Magistrate  of  PoIic4,  kc.  ixc,  i(c. 
Host  RbbpbctpullyShbwetft, 

Tbat  yaar  petitioners  on  the  2Sth  of  Jaoaary  had  dis- 
patched some  goods,  valued  altogether  at  aboot  rnpees 
73,333,  belonging  to  them,  directed  to  Joypore,  by  the 
persons  named  Jooladass,  Rajpoot,  Jnllajee  Cooly  Raoe 
Putel,  Busia  Pntel,  Busla  Calooka,  Beta  Ravajee  Pntel, 
Jewraj  Cooly,  and  Jeetajee  Rajpoot,  throogh  the  recom- 
inendation  of  the  following  Mnocadums,  viz.  Padmajee, 
Jasajec  and  Asknrrnn. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  by  yoar  petitioners,  that 
the  men  above  named  have  been  plundered  on  the  road 
and  killed  by  the  highway  men,  except  one,  whilst  on  their 
way  to  Joypore.  It  was  understood  that  some  of  the 
thieves  are  apprehended  by  the  Honorable  Company's 
Officer  in  charge  of  authority  at  that  place,  and  also  it  is 
given  to  anderstand  to  yonr  petitioners  that  some  of  tbe 
goods  have  been  fonnd  there.  In  noticing  to  yon  tho 
above  circumstances  your  Worship  ordered  the  petitionera 
to  give  a  list  of  the  goods  and  marks  on  the  bandies  so 
plundered,  that  yonr  petitioners  may  perhaps  obtain  some 
relief. 

Porsnaot  to  your  Worship's  order  the  petitioners  beg 
to  annex  B  detailed  list  of  the  goods  and  marks  of  the 
bnodles  as  above  specified. 

And  yonr  petitioners  as  id  daty  bonad  shall  ever  pray. 
Jonnvmnl  Babadoor  Mull. 
Mohnn  Ram  Girdhorlall. 
Arjooudas  Soorujmall. 
Taracband  Seetaram. 

Bombay,  2Ut  Feby.  18»1. 
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Goods  belonging  to  Jonavmal,  marked  in  Gazeratee, 
Nob.  1,3, 3  and  4. 

KuM  ta  Go«-\  ^  bundles  of  PearU,  value  Kb.  16.842 

Mukea  with  wu  C  1    bundle    of    Europe    Piece 
iMl  ia  OoMtttiM,  ..  c      Goods,  1  piece,  . . . .  • 5 

16,847 
The  detail  of  tbe  above  is  as  follows : 

r  Bnndle  No.  1,  valued  Rs 8,400 

°"' ""'""'">  Ditto      .,2.        , 3,550 

bwKlle      6oEMatM,<  ^ 

N0.1SU i"^'""      "    3'        *'3W» 

'Ditto      „    4,        „  ....        592 


Total,....  16,848 
s   1  of  i  (     Goods  belongings  to  Mofanman  Gir- 

GoEsntea    oa  OTfryVdurla! — 

baadle      HoliaDier-<4  bundles  of  Pearls,  2  of    . 

nom   Srae    Kishnn- i     ^dich  marked  in  Goze- 

*■"' ^    ratee,  numbers  1  and  2,  Rs.  10,500 

Hie  detail  of  it  as  follows  : 

Bundles  No.  1,  containing  Pearls,  value  Ra.    2,150 

Ditto      No.  2,  ditto  ditto, 4,175 

Ditto  ditto  Diamonds, 35 

Ditto  ditto  Pana  Manio, 40 

4,250 

1  bundle  without  number,  containing 

Powder  of  Pearls, 550 

1  bnndle  ditto  ditto,  contg.  Pearls,  3,100 

3,650 

Total  Rapees,....     11.810 
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.  Marked  with  irax-v  Goods  beloDgiDg  to  Arjoondasg  Soo- 

Hwibchuod    Bohiei,^.,  ,        „       ,  „       , 

Eame  3  and  4,  mark  I  *  ^aDdie  of  Fewls,  marked 

isj, '  with  differeot  numbers,  Rs.  11,750 

Not.    1,  S  and  S,'\ 
marked    S8i,    with/  ^  buodle  of  Gold  and  Silirer, 

BhijachDud  SoDhor- >>-  marked  with  Surendass  Hur- 

daMMooitaDChDDd'iV  sook's    Dame,  valoe  Rs 60 


^     Goods  belonging  to  Tarachnnd  See- 
Marked  withwax.V  taram — 
aealinGozerat.wUhJji   ^^^^X^^    ^f    p^arU,      value 

■«L,No..^,  ...V     R« 30,340 

V.   1  box  of  ditto  ditto 5.400 

Total  Ropees  . .  35,740 

(Trae  Copy.) 
(Signed)      J.  STEVEN,  A.  M., 

Judicial  Department. 


To  CHARLES  NORRIS,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  Cfovemment,  Bon&oy. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  (be 
reoeipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  30th  altimo, 
and  conformably  to  the  iostraotions 
contained  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of 
it,  beg  to  transmit  the  following  acooant  of  the  mnrder 
and  robbery  which  took  place  in  the  Dholeebaree  pass, 
of  the  Sathpoora  Hills,  on  the  6th  Febroary  laat. 


An  accDoBt  of 
mnrder  and  robbery 
U  rcqaired  by  the 
SscroUry'a  letter  of 
theethipitanttratit- 


igtizedoy  Google 


(     78     ) 

Docrlpilon  of  He  2d.  The  persons  robbed  aod  mnr* 
pcraooB  robbed,  and  dered  were  six  men,  who  together 
■noaat  of  th»  pro-  ^itb  a  seveotb,  had  been  entrasted 
Tftttj  iQ  charge.  ^j^j^  twenty-seven  packages  of  pearls, 

a  small  package  of  cloth,  and  a  few  rupees,  by  foar  mer- 
cantile boases  at  Bombay,  on  whose  account  they  were 
to  have  been  conveyed  to  Jeypore.  At  Malegaon  aad 
Perolah,  the  persons  entrusted  with  these  commodities, 
the  valoe  of  which  is  stated  by  the  Gomasbtas  of  the 
several  houses  to  be  rupees  72,322,  took  under  their 
charge  some  gold  mohurs,  and  Venetian  ducats,  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that  from  this  circumstance  it  became 
known  to  the  gang  by  whom  they  were  plundered,  that 
they  bad  snob  valuable  property  under  their  charge. 

IntimeitioD  of  the  3d.  The  Grst  intimation  of  tho 
robberjr  fint  re-  robbery  was  conveyed  to  the  Mamlut- 
«"*«'•  dar  of  Chofrah,  on  the  day  after  it  was 

oonamitted,  by  Dnsrat,  the  Bheel  Naig,  of  the  Dholee- 
baree  pass,  who  stated  by  letter-  that,  at  abont  eight 
o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  preceding  day,  seven 
Beemawallas,  of  (he  designation  of  the  persons  robbed, 
had  passed  by  Oooieebaree,  and  represented  in  reply  to 
his  enquiries  on  the  subject  that  they  were  come  frooi 
Bombay,  and  were  going  to  Indore,  and  had  oo  property 
of  valne  in  their  poasession.  He  added  that  tliey  were 
followed  shortly  after  by  twenty-two  men,  with  five  tattoos, 
who  had  among  (hem  two  swords  and  a  dagger,  and  who 
stated  that  they  bad  been  in  the  service  of  the  British 
Government,  from  which  they  had  received  their  dis- 
charge and  were  proceeding  to  Cawnpore, 

inilmaUoii  of  tkt        4th.     The  circumstance  oftherob- 

"      herr  became  known  to  Dosral  Nair 
itMini  comlnQnicBteil  . 

4aDuiraiN»iK.  ^0  coDseqaence  of  one  of  the  Beamk' 

wallas  having  proceeded  ia  advaftoe  of  hia  oompaniona 
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u  far  as  Oodarghaat,  aboat  foar  cose  from  Dboleebaree, 
where  he  waited  for  bb  compaaioas  daring  that  day  and 
■ight,  and  afterwards,  finding  he  waa  not  followed  by  them, 
retorned  to  Dhooleebaree, 

Br  «h«t  nuni  5th.  On  hii  way  to  Dholeefoare« 
ths  DRGumDce  of  Ibe      ,■  ■  ■    »  i  ■  .  n 

uu  peraoQ  was  latormed  by  a  traveller 

coTend.  whom  he  met  od  the  road  that  he  had 

■een  the  body  of  a  mtirdered  maa  io  a  Nalah  near  the  road, 
and  proceeding  himself  to  the  spot  where  it  was  reported 
to  have  been  seen,  he  recognized  it  to  be  the  body  of  one 
of  bis  companions.  From  that  spot  he  proceeded  to 
Dhooleebaree,  and  obtaining  someof  Dosmt  Naig's  people 
to  accompany  bim  retnrnud  to  the  Nalah  where  the  bodies 
of  his  other  five  companions  were  also  found,  on  one  of 
them  concealed  in  bis  clothes  a  bag  of  pearls  was  foand, 
and  on  anoth»  a  rapee  and  a  half. 
CoadociofDMrat  ^(h.  Dosrnt  Naig  shortly  after- 
ftig  1  o  ow-     ^ardj  joined  ^js  followers  at  the  Nalah 

•ri   In     tracing     ths  ' 

ihicTf,,  where  the  bodies  had  been  foand,  and 

traced  the  footsteps  of  men  and  horses  as  far  as  a  deserted 
village,  on  the  way  to  a  deserted  part  of  country,  between 
two  ranges  of  the  Sathpoora  Hills  called  the  Pall  Tnppa. 
From  thence  he  states  some  footsteps  were  traced  in  the 
direction  of  a  village  called  Chinahpanee,  in  the  Arraward 
Purgnna,  but  the  footsteps  of  the  horses  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  gang  were  traced  to  a  village  named  Dhe- 
gaum,  in  the  Yawull  PnrgnQah,  it  being  by  this  time  late 
in  the  evening  no  further  traces  conid  be  discovered,  and 
the  Nnig  came  to  me  at  Yawull. 

Mcunre  uk«n  at  7th,  The  following  morning  every 
Y--Bllt<,obtaiBin-  Sowar  whose  services  were  available 
lelligenM  oi  toe  rob- 

iMn.  for  ^e   purpose,  and   several  of  the 

Mamlntdar's  Unrcarahs,  monnted  on  tattoos,  were  sent 
eat  in  qoest  of  intelligence  of  the  robbers. 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(    80     ) 

Proctedingaofiwo  8th.  Three  Sowars  and  one  <^the 
SowM*  andHoru-  Haroarahs  havicg  obtaiaed  intelli- 
nl»  from  Y.wnll.         ^^^^.^   qj,   ^^^^   ^^^j   jj^^j  ^^^^^  persons 

answering  to  the  description  of  the  robbers  giYen  by 
Dnsmt  Naig,  had  been  seen  at  a  village  called  Nahnee, 
in  tbe  Yawnll  Pergannafa,  proceeded  to  that  village, 
and  one  of  tbe  horsemen  being  in  advance  of  the  others 
entered  the  village  by  himself,  and  standing  near  a 
Saneeah's  shop,  met  a  man  who  on  enquiry  described 
himself  to  be  a  Sepoy  of  the  4th  Regiment;  npon 
beiag  asked  if  he  had  any  companions  with  him  he  said- 
he  bad  two,  who  were  preparing  their  food  at  a  well  near 
tbe  village.  Afterwards  the  person  addressed  accom- 
panied him  to  the  gate  of  the  village,  near  which  he 
pointed  ont  two  persons  who  he  stated  to  be  his  compa- 
DioDs.  These  two  persons  on  being  called  to,  stopped  in 
the  first  iastance,  but  after  accompanying  the  horsemen 
a  little  distance  ran  off.  The  horsemen  gave  the  man 
whom  be  had  first  accosted  in  charge  to  a  Sebnndy,  and 
went  in  pnrsnit  of  the  others,  who  he  says  ran  towards  a 
place  called  Martnnachee  Warra,  and  he  observed  that 
they  were  preceded  by  five  other  persons,  all  of  whom 
were  ranning  away.  The  Sowar  came  np  with  five  of  the 
party  who  stood  on  their  defence  against  him,  one  of  them 
drawing  a  sword  for  tbe  purpose,  aad  in  the  end,  by  the 
assistance  of  other  persons  the  whole  fire  were  appre- 
hended. The  Sowar  slated  that  the  other  two  were  e^ 
prehended  also  at  Fyzpoor,  to  which  place  he  followed 
them,  but  there  is  not  yet  snfficient  evidence  that  two 
persona  who  were  apprehended  Uiere  are  the  same  he 
had  seen  at  Nahnee. 

Buienent  of  ih«  ^*-  The  prisoners,  six  in  number, 
priioMn  uk«B  fti  who  were  taken  at  this  place  (Nahnee) 
NfthnH.  gji  degoribe  themselves  to  be  persons 
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wHhoDt  emptoyment  or  connexjoDs  in  the  country,  and 
most  of  ihem  state  that  they  have  recently  come  from 
Hindoostao.  They  all  agree  that  they  come  to  Nahnee 
together,  bat  give  different  accounts  of  the  time  and 
place  of  their  first  meeting  each  other,  some  of  tbem 
saying  it  was  Dfaolia,  others  at  Maligaom,  and  others 
between  tbeae  two  places,  and  notwithstanding  they  ac- 
knowledge they  had  been  travelling  together  for  some 
days  past,  they  generally  professed  an  ignorance  of  each 
other's  name. 

Mode  in  which  lOtb.  A  short  time  after  they 
pui  of  tha  ploDder  were  apprehended,  a  Chowdry  of  the 
WM  diicoTered.  village   of  Nahvee  observed  a  sword 

and  some  other  things  without  aoy  person  near  them  in 
the  place  called  Martunobawarra.  He  communicated 
the  circnmstance  to  another  Chowdry  of  the  village,  who 
taking  a  dirk  with  him  brought  the  things  foand  there  to 
e  Shaikhdar,  who  was  in  the  village,  and  upon  examining 
one  of  the  things  fonnd,  it  was  discovered  to  contain 
among  other  things  two  sealed  hags  which  proved  to  be 
two  of  the  bags  of  pearls  of  which  the  mordered  Bim- 
beewallas  were  robbed. 

N^tuMof  theevi-  l^th.  I  cannot  obtain  any  clear 
dMMa  BKaiBrt  tLa  and  certain  evidence  that  the  persona 
prlMwen  taken  ■!  apprehended  had  been  seen  in  the 
**"*  place  vrbetB  tbe  stolen  property  was 

-foaod,  but  all  the  cironmatances  under  which  they  wmre 
apprehended  point  them  out  as  the  persons  in  whose 
-possession  it  had  been,  and  their  gnilt  is  farther  estab- 
liibed  by  the  important  circnmstance  of  two  of  them 
being  recognized  by  one  of  the  followers  of  Dusrat  Naig, 
as  two  of  the  party  that  passed  Dhooleeabaree  imme~ 
diately  after  the  fiimbeewallas,  by  which  party  there  cam 
ba  no  doabt  the  mnider  and  robbery  were  committedt 
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'  l>roca«diiir«  of  a  1^I>-  Tbe  party  of  SowBrs  vhoae 
pftrtjr  of  Sowuf  operations  have  been  deicribed,  pro- 
from  BorfaMpoK.  needed  from  Yawoll,  and  another  party 
of  five  proceeded  from  Rassoolpoor  in  tbe  Rewair  Par> 
(^nnnab,  and  went  to  Borbanpore  in  quest  of  tb«  robbers  ; 
tbey  there  learnt  that  lome  straogera  wilb  tattoos  bad 
joit  arrived,  and  aligbted  in  a  garden  near  Ibe  city.  Tbey 
prooeeded  to  the  spot  and  foond  three  men  together,  two 
of  whom  were  in  tbe  aot  of  nnloading  their  tattoos,  and 
the  third  was  standing  near  them  with  a  sword  under  hii 
«rm.  Other  two  were  observed  at  some  little  distance 
from  them,  who  when  they  fonnd  tbe  Sowars  qnestioning 
Ihe  three  men  ran  off  and  made  their  escape.  The  three 
men  were  secured  by  tbe  Sowars.  Tbe  sword  of  tbe  man 
described  to  have  been  standing  unemployed,  was  on 
examination  found  to  bo  stained  with  blood  from  the 
point  to  tbe  hilt.  Sospended  to  the  neck  of  the  seme 
man  was  a  tobacco  poach  containing  some  rupees,  gold 
inobnrs,  atid  Venetians — the  latter  tbe  exact  number  that 
liad  been  in  charge  ef  tbe  Bimbeewallas.  On  examining 
the  baggage  that  had  been  taken  from  the  tattoos,  fbar  of 
the  bags  of  pearls  that  had  been  plundered  w««  discoverod. 
NRiaraoftho  cti-  IStfa.  The  evidence  against  these 
deacB  >iRiD«t  the  jjj^^  persons  appears  to  be  quite  oon- 
pri»        appro  en  -    ^j^j^g^      They  themselves,  bowerer, 

ca   10   a    gtraen  u  ^ 

BofliMipate.  deny  tbeir  guilt,  assert  that  all  the 

Sowars  have  sworn  to  is  false,  and  that  they  know  nodiiag 
abont  things  pretended  to  have  been  fonnd  with  them. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  reason  to  doubt  tite  tnth  of 
the  Sowars'  statetnents,  which  are  perfectly  clear  and 
coDsisteal,  and  in  oonSrmation  of  tbeu,  one  of  the  three 
persons  is  recognized  to  have  been  witii  the  party  of 
twenty-two  poisons  who  followed  the  BimbeewttUu  at 
I>hooleebaree. 
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Circn«.tEnc.  on-  '^th.  On  the  8am«  day  and  abont 
«er  whiali  four  prl<  ^h^  sane  time  that  the  three  persons 
mwra  wan  *ppn-  were  apprehended  aa  aboi ementioned, 
'?"*"'■  olher  four  were  stopped  by  aoma  per- 

•ons  employed  io  the  ooUeotion  of  the  Zukat  near  Bor- 
hawpore.  and  detained  antil  some  of  the  party  that  had 
been  in  quest  of  the  robbera  arrived.  The  font  persons 
are  stated  to  have  been  going  towards  the  g«rden  where 
the  other  three  were  apprehended.  They  had  with  them 
two  swords  and  two  tattoos.  Both  the  swords  were  stained 
viih  blood,  and  one  of  them  considerably  so.  The  loads 
on  the  tattoos  were  not  examined  on  the  spot,  bat  taken 
to  a  place  wbere  tbe  Sowars  were,  and  there  examined, 
Nothing  of  valae  was  found  with  tbe  baggage  of  these 
persons,  bat  two  brass  vessels  were  foond  with  itt  wbieb 
are  recognized  by  the  Bimbeewalla  that  escaped  to  have 
belonged  to  one  offals  mardered  companioDS.  Of  the  two 
tattoos  taken  with  these  prisoners,  one  of  then  was  seen 
at  Dhooleebaree  by  a  follower  of  Casmt  Naig,  in  pos- 
session of  the  party  of  two  and  twenty  men  that  failowed 
tbe  Bimbeewallas  and  is  recogaieed  by  him.  Two  of  the 
prisoDers  are  said  to  hare  been  seated  on  the  tattoos 
when  the  party  wai  stopped  b;  tbe  Zakat  Collectors,  bat 
■afortnnately  these  last  cannot  point  oat  which  of  the 
prisoners  were  so  seated,  nor  can  I  ascertaia  on  satisfac- 
tory evidence  from  which  of  them  the  swords  were  taken. 
One  man  only  can  swear  to  one  of  tbe  swords  being  takes 
from  one  of  the  prisoners  in  particular. 

Sutencnt  of  th*  l5th.  Three  of  the  prisoners  ae- 
Priuoen.  knowledge  that    the   foar    had    been 

travelling  in  flompany  together  before  Ibey  were  appre- 
l|endedi  but  give  disqordant  accounts  as  to  tbe  time  And 
place  of  their  fir*t  meeting.  One  of  the  prisoners  deoiea 
that  he  bad  previously  been  io  oon^iaDy  with  the  o^er 
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three  before  he  was  apprehended,  and  alleges  that  they 
were  merely  following  him  on  the  rood  aocoanected  with 
bim.  One  of  the  swords  is  stated  by  the  prisoners  to 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his  companions,  hot 
that  companion  denies  that  he  had  any  sword  in  his 
possession.  The  other  sword  none  of  the  prisoners  will 
aclcDowIedge.  One  of  the  tattoos,  but  not  the  one  which 
was  recognized  at  Dhooleebaree,  is  acknowledged  by  one 
of  the  prisoners  to  have  been  in  his  possession,  bat  the 
other  tattoos  none  of  them  will  acknowledge. 

RiDitrki    on    tlia        16th.     Sach  is  the  evidence  against 
ETidsncs.  the  prisoners  who   have  been  appre- 

hended on  saspicion  of  having  been  engaged  in  this 
atrocioas  robbery  and  marder.  I  regret  with  regard  to 
some  of  them  it  is  not  so  perfect  as  coald  be  desired, 
idthoagh  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  committal  of  thirteen  of  them  and  to  lea?e 
little  donbt  of  their  guilt.  I  have  in  vain  endearonred  by 
erery  proper  means  to  induce  some  of  them  against  whom 
the  evideace  is  least  perfect  to  tnrn  King's  evidence,  and 
merit  pardon  by  a  full  confession  and  disclosure  of  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  robbery. 

17tb.  Considering  the  hazard  to  wbicb  so  large  a  pro- 
perty was  exposed  by  the  manner  of  its  conveyanoe 
through  a  wild  and  deserted  conntry,  and  that  the  recovery 
of  a  considerable  part  of  it,  I  believe  aboat  one-third  of 
the  whole  in  valae,  has  been  effected  qaite  independently 
of  the  exertions  of  (ha  owners  of  it,  it  may  perhaps  appear 
to  the  Honorable  the  Governor  in  Conncil,  but  just  that 
whatever  may  be  now  g^veo  in  the  shape  of  rewards  to 
those  by  whose  exertions  it  has  been  recovered,  should  be 
paid  to  Government  by  the  owners  of  the  property  after 
the  trial  of  the  prisoners  has  taken  place,  and  it  may  be 
a -question  whether  the  o\ra«rs  of  the  property  ahonld  not 
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ftUo  be  reqaired  further  to  reward  the  Sowbts  and  others 
by  whose  means  Uieir  property  ha*  been  recovered  by  the 
payment  of  a  salvage,  in  addition  to  the  rewards  which 
they  may  be  deemed  entitled  to  under  my  proclamation. 
(Signed)    H.  W.  HODGES, 

Acting  Magistrate. 
BAurgaon,  24tk  March,  1639. 
(True  Copy) 

(Signed)    W.  BOTDE, 

Magiatrate. 


To  W.  BOTDE,  Esquire, 

Magistrate,  CandiesJi  at  Dhoohea. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  express  my  thanVa  far  the  doon- 
ments  yon  have  done  me  the  favor  to  forward  with  yoar 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  bnt  io  order  to  complete  the  case 
I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  yon  will  have  the  goodness  to 
procare  for  me  any  reply  that  Government  may  have  sent 
to  Captun  Hodges'  address  to  the  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment of  tbe  24th  March  1829,  and  let  me  know  what 
ultimately  became  of  tbe  men  therein  meatioaed  as  under 
bis  custody. 

Several  of  the  gang  who  then  escaped  have  been  seized 
by  me,  and  I  hope  to  seonre  the  greater  part  of  those  still 
at  large,  but  it  is  too  late  to  expect  to  recover  much  of 
the  property  taken  off  by  them.  Should  you  not  have  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Norris'  reply,  may  I  beg  tbe  favor  of 
your  making  application  for  one  in  order  to  save  delay, 
as  tbe  men  are  to  be  pot  upon  their  trial,  if  possible, 
next  month. 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMiX, 

Principal  Astiatant. 
Saugor,  P.  A.  Office.  30th  November,  1831. 
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(Cop,.) 
To  Captain  W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 

Princl.  Astistt.  A.  G,  O.,  Saugor. 
.    Sir, 

I  faave  the  pleuare  to  ackoowledge 
flia  racflipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  nllimo,  aod  to  en- 
close a  copy  of  the  reply  from  this  Gorerament  reqaired 
by  yoa  to  Major  Hodges's  letter  of  the  34th  March  1839. 

2.  I  also  enclose  a  memorandnm  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Thn^s  you  allude  to  were  disposed  of. 

3.  With  beat  vishes  for  the  snccess  of  your  able 
exertions  in  protecting  the  coontry  from  the  atrocions 
acts  of  these  detestable  miscreants. 

(Signed)    W.  S.  BOYDE, 

Magistratt. 
Cand^iik,  Mc^strate't  Office,  \ 
DhooUa,  19th  Dec.  1831.     S 


MEMORANDUM. 

JVo.  Noma  of  Convict*.  Senttnct. 

C     Wm  MBtBDOMl  I* 

1  b»    hong,  bat    ba 

1  Sheikh  Emam,  Ud.  Sheikh  Bascon,<  comautodBaioid*, 

J  OB  the  2d  Aagu^ 

f  ie». 

2  Munsaram,  Ud.  Kalooram,... ■\ 

3  Madaree,  TJd.  Rajaram I 

4  Oody  Sing.  TJd.  Pnnchnm LlrZ'^.'  t 

6  Peerbux,  '. IsdSeplembaclStO. 

e  Qasim  Khan,  Ud.  Noor  Khan I 

7  Hoasein  Khan,  Ud.  Peer  Khw.   —7 

8-  Sheikh  RyuQo,  Ud.  Sheikh  Loolhan,^  — «  "■  «■•  ""' 
''  (  SepUmlMi  iVM. 
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Xo.  NMMts  of  CoHviett.  Sentence. 

9  Manick,  Ud.  Bahader f     R«lw»d,.owHi 

I  S.ngor. 

10  Gnnesb,  Ud.  Mudko],  at  large "1 

It    «  1   TTJ    M    J       £.-  %  (      Atqnitled  on th. 

11  MassookUd.MadoflSiDS.  loSaagor,  >,^yijnniijg^ 

12  fihowaaeeUd.  Maasook,  Btlargfl,...J 

f     ImpriMmsd    for 
liutDnl   life— died 


fbn-lSU. 

(Signed)    W.  S.  BOYDE, 

Magitlrate. 
No.  545  of  1S3&. 


No.  46. 
Judicial  Department. 
To  Captain  H.  W.  HODGES, 

Acting  Collector  and  Magiitrate  in  CandeitK. 
Sir. 

1  am  directed  to  ackoowledge  the 
receipt  of  year  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  to  convey  to 
yoa  the  saoction  of  the  Honorable  the  Governor  in 
CoQDcil  for  the  distribution  of  a  reward  of  rupees 
six  hundred  and  fifty,  among  the  persons  through  whose 
exertions  certain  delinqneuts,  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  a  robbery  and  murder,  were  secared,  and  for  the 
offer  of  a  reward  of  rupees  fifty,  for  the  apprehension  of 
every  other  person  engaged  in  the  stud  robbery. 
(Signed)    C.  NORRIS, 

.   .  Secretary  to  Govtrnaent, 
Bombay  CattU,  3d  April,  1829. 
(True  Copy) 
(Signed)    W .  S^  BOYDE,  Collector.    . 
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APPENDIX     G. 


(No.  102.) 
SHIKARPOBE  AFFAIR. 


To  COLONEL  BRIGGS, 

Rendent,  Nagpore. 
Sir, 

I  bave  the  honor  to  reqnest  that  yoa 
will  do  me  the  favor  to  let  me  know  whether  Mr.  Jeokitis, 
while  be  was  Besideot  at    Nagpore,   paid   a    visit   to 
Bandelkand  aboat  the  year  1816  or  not, 
'  (Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Princl.  Astittt. 
Saugor,  25th  April,  1833. 


To  CAPTAIN  WARDE, 

Assistant  Resident,  Nagpore. 
Sir, 

Will  yoa  do  me  the  favor  to  ascertain 
for  me  the  names  of  any  oflScer  who  passed  up  through 
Nagpore  and  Jnbnlpore  in  the  early  part  of  1816.  Some 
people  fallowing  in  their  train  were  murdered  between 
Jnbnlpore  and  Bandah,  and  some  of  those  who  were 
present  at  the  murder  say  that  they  had  very  large 
establisbmeots,  and  that  they  think  one  of  them  was  a 
near  relation  of  the  Resident  of  Nagpore,  Mr.  Jenkins. 
They  add,  that  the  servant  of  ^e  Gentlemaa  talked  of 
their  having  been  on  some  expeditioB  against  the  Frenob. 
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At  that  time  ve  had  not  taken  possession  of  Jabnlpore, 
and  DO  information  could  be  expected  from  reference  to 
that  place. 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Princl.  AttUtt. 
Sauffor.  2Srd  May,  1S33. 


To  CAPTAIN  WARDE, 

Assiitant  Resident,  Nagpore. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  yon 
will  do  me  the  favor  to  ascertain  whether  Rom  Baksh 
Tumbolee  ever  recognized  and  recovered  the  property  of 
his  relations  from  Bnndelknnd,  aa  he  is  stated  in  Mr. 
Jenkins's  letter  of  the  6th  September  1816  to  have  claimed 
them,  but  no  documents  relating  to  it  can  be  procured 
from  the  Agent's  Office.  Some  of  the  perpetrators  of 
that  mnrder  are  now  under  trial,  and  the  Conrt  is  very 
anxious  to  ascertain  this  point,  which  it  considers  of 
great  importance;  and  I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you 
can  afford  me  the  necessary  information. 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

,  Princl.  AMsigtt, 
Saugor,  2!th  Feiruary,  1633. 


To  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLEEUAN, 

Princl,  Attiatt.  Agent  Or.  Ol.  Saugor*^ 
Sib. 

Id  reply  to  yoar  letter  of  the  S7th 
altimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  ynu  that  there  does  not 
appeal  to  be. any  record  in  the  Residency  Office  ia  the 
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case  of  Ram  Bnksb  Tnmbolee  of  a  subsequent  date  to  . 
Mr.  JeokiDa's  letter  alluded  to  by  you.  Ram  Buksb  is 
dead,  and  by  what  1  have  been  able  to  ascertun  from 
persons  recollecting  the  circumstance,  it  appears  that  be 
-went  to  Bnndelknnd  with  the  hope  of  recovering:  a  child 
and  his  property,  bat  returned  unsoocesBfaL 

(Sijfned)        W.  WARDE, 

Offff.  Assitti. 
Nagpore  Retidency,  13M  March,  1834. 


SHIKARPORE  AFFAIR. 

Murder  of  37  Persons. 
Deposition  of  Sheikh  Inaent,  llth  April,  1S33. 

About  fifteen  years  ago,  in  the  year  when  Mr.  Jeokina, 
the  Resident,  went  from  Nagpore  to  Banda,  I  was  with  a 
gang  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Thngs,  under 
Nathea,  Noor  Khan,  Bbndae,  Gholab  Khan,  Hyput 
Jemadars,  at  Sebora,  in  the  District  of  Jabulpore. 
"We  heard  of  Mr.  Jenkins's  approach  from  Jnbnlpore 
and  waited  a  day  for  his  party,  and  when  they  came 
ap  to  Sebora  we  joined  them,  and  made  aoqoaintanco 
viA  the  travellers.  Some  pretended  to  be  on  their  way 
home  from  service,  others  to  belong  to  the  Resident's 
camp.  They  went  on  to  Cowreea,  and  we  continned 
with  them,  and  went  on  the  second  day  with  them  to 
Belhree,  where  we  inveigled  to  join  us,  twenty-seven 
of  the  party,  incloding  five  women  and  two  boys  about 
three  years  of  age  each.  We  persuaded  them  that  they 
lafiiered  much  loss  and  inconvenience  by  travelling  with 
so  large  a  camp,  that  food  was  much  dearer,  and  often 
not  to.be.  got  for  money,  that  the  water  was  always 
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scarce  and  maddy;  and  that  w«  shoold  escape  all  Ibis  by 
leaving  tbe  camp,  and  takiDjf  the  road  b;  Powae.  To 
1^1  this  they  agreed  and  assented,  and  tbe  next  moTniDg 
ire  left  the  camp  vbich  was  going  by  way  of  Lobargong 
and  took  the  road  through  Powae.  Wo  reached  Shikar- 
pore  in  Pnnna,  which  is  three  cose  on  tbia  side  of 
Powae,  and  encamped  in  the  groTe,  and  in  the  afternoon 
we  sent  on  Korhaea  and  Mntbolee,  to  select  a  place 
for  the  murder  of  this  party.  They  chose  a  place  on  the 
bank  of  a  riTor,  between  Powae  and  Shikarpore,  where 
the  jangle  is  thick  and  exteosive,  and  abont  midnight  wa 
set  ont  with  this  party.  As  soon  as  we  reached  the 
appointed  place,  we  recommended  them  to  sit  down  and 
rest  themselves,  as  a  good  deal  of  the  night  still  remained ; 
abont  half  of  them  sat  down  and  the  other  half  remained 
standing,  and  tbe  signal  being  given,  twenty-five  of  the 
party  were  strangled. 

Jowahir  took  one  boy,  and  the  other  boy  was  taken  by 
Kehree.  The  bodies  were  thrown  into  a  dry  pit  in  the 
Nalab,  and  some  stones  and  branches  of  trees  thrown  in 
upon  them  to  conceal  them.  The  boy,  whom  Jowabir  had 
taken,  on  seeing  tbe  bodies  thrown  into  the  pit,  cried 
loudly,  and  Jowabir  dashed  him  against  a  stone  and  killed 
him.  We  concealed  tbe  bodies  of  all  but  that  of  the 
boy,  which  we  forgot  to  throw  in  upon  the  rest,  and  it 
lay  by  the  stone  exposed.  We  went  on  to  Powae,  and 
purchased  five  rupees  worth  of  goor,  which  we  took  on 
with  us  to  a  village  whose  name  I  forget.  la  the  morn- 
ing a  bearer  going  to  the  river  to  fish,  saw  the  body  of 
tbe  boy  and  gave  information  to  Bnrjore  Sing,  the  Tha- 
koor  of  Powae ;  and  be  went  to  tbe  place  with  his  peoplei, 
opened  the  pit  and  took  out  the  bodies,  and  proceeded 
in  search  of  the  murderers.  He  searched  all  day  and 
the  following  night  in  vain,  and  the  next  day  he  came  np 
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with  as  at  a  rirer,  where  we  were  washiDp  oar  handa 
and  faces,  after  having  left  the  smaJl  villa^^e,  where  we 
had  eaten  oar  goer.  He  had  before  him  two  matchlock 
men,  and  saspectiog  his  design  we  formed  into  a  close 
body  Bod  proceeded  on  oar  road.  They  ran  npon  db,  bat 
we  kept  waiting  with  oor  matohlooks  ready,  and  pointed 
towards  them,  bat  they  had  some  horsemen  with  them, 
and  they  charged  in  npon  omr  body,  and  tbey  wonnded 
Hypat  with  a  spear  in  the  .breast,  and  Bhagwan  on  the 
face  with  a  sword ;  aod  finding  it  vain  to  attempt  resist* 
ing  any  longer  we  dispersed  aod  Sed.  They  each  seized 
his  man,  and  ^ter  possession  themselves  of  what  property 
they  fonnd  npon  them  let  them  all  go,  except  Hosaein 
Khan,  alias  Knnheya,  Boehiin,  Khoosalee  kaad  Kareema, 
whom  tbey  sent  to  Bandah,  where  they  were  kept  in  con- 
gnemrait  fonr  years  and  then  released. 

The  boy's  name  whe  was  saved  was  Gnoesb,  and  be 
was  taken  by  Kebree  Patuk,  who  broaght  him  ap  as  a 
Thng,  and  he  died  abont  three  years  ago. 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 


To  CAPTAIN  8LEEMAN, 

Princl.  A,  A.  G.  G.,  Saugor. 
SiE, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yonr  letter  nnder  date  the  35tb  altimo,  and  to  acqoaint 
yoa  in  reply  that  Mr.  Jenkins,  while  he  was  Resident  at 
Nagpore,  paid  a  visit  to  Bondelkond,  either  before  or 
Bubseqaently  to  the  year  1816. 

(Signed)        W,  WARDE, 

Offg.  Auittt. 
Nagpore  Sxtidency,  9d  Mayy  IfSSi. 
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To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN, 

PI.  A.  A.  G.  O;  Saugor. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  ackaovledge  the  receipt 
'of  your  letter  of  the  23d  altimo,  and  in  reply  beg  to 
aeqaaiot  yoa  that  partionlar  enquiries  have  been  made 
regarding  the  information  reqoired  by  yon,  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  procure  any  trace  of  officers  paasibg  n^ 
throDgh  Nagpore  and  Jabalpore  in  the  early  part  of  1816. 
In  December  of  that  year,  or  January  following,  Captaitt 
Jenkins,  of  the  Bengal  Artillery,  came  by  that  roate.  ^e 
accompanied  the  force  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Adams  as  far  as  Bellary,  where  he  was  met  by  an  escort 
from  this,  bat  there  was  no  report  of  any  of  his  followers 
having  been  murdered. 

(Signed)     W.  WARDE, 

Offg.  A»tistant. 
Nagpore  Residency,  the  \Ath  June,  1833. 


No.  102. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

On  examining  the  Recotdfl  of  this 
Residency  I  find  allasion  made  to  the  murders  regarding 
which  yoa  reqnire  information. 

Captain  Close  most,  I  conceive,  have  been  the  Officer 
whose  name  you  were  desirous  of  ascertaining,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  the  four  depositions  referred  to. 
They  probably  were  never  transmitted.  I  have  sent 
copies  of  these  documents  officially,  sapposing  yon  may 
wish  to  record  them. 

(Signed)    W.  WARDE. 

Offg,  Atnttant. 
Nagpore,  23d  July,  1833. 
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To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAK, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  G..  Saugor. 
Sir, 

In  continnatioD  of  my  letter  to  yonr 
address  aoder  date  the  14tli  Jane  last,  I  am  dot  direct- 
ed to  transmit  to  yoa  the  eoclosed  copies  of  correspon- 
deoce  wbich  took  place  between  Mr.  Jenkins  and  Mr. 
Waacbope  ia  tbe  early  part  of  1816,  on  the  subject  refer- 
red to  in  yoar  letter  of  tbe  23d  May  last,  and  wbicb  it  is 
hoped  will  be  found  correct  and  satisfactory. 

(Signed)    W.WARDE, 

Qfg.  Atiisiant. 
Nagpore  Residency,  the  23d  July.  1833. 


To  R.  JENKfNS,  EsQUiRB. 

Rexident  at  Nagpore. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  transiait  to  yon  the  enclosed 
copy  of  my  proceedings  of  the  13Ui  instant,  containing  a 
statement  of  a  most  heinous  robbery,  with  murder,  which 
was  committed  on  a  party  of  travellers  in  the  Ri^ah  of 
Panna's  Territory,  in  the  month  of  March  last,  accom- 
panied by  a  list  of  articles  taken  from  the  robbers. 

S.  The  party  of  travellers  who  appear  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  Jubulpore,  consisted  of  eighteen  men,  seven 
women  and  two  children,  every  one  of  whom  seem  to 
have  been  murdered  by  the  gang  of  robbers,  which 
appears  to  have  been '  very  nameroas.  My  object  in 
addressing  yon  on  the  occasion  is,  that  in  the  event  of 
your  being  able  to  discover  the  relations  of  tbe  unfortn- 
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Date  snfierers,  yon  migbt  have  the  goodness  to  direct 
them  to  depute  an  antborized  person  to  receive  the 
recovered  property. 

(Signed)    J.  WAUCHOPE, 

Suptt.  of  Poll.  Affairs. 
Foiydaree  Adawtut,'^ 
Zillah  Buhdelcund,  f 
Tkt32dJvn9, 1816.} 


To  J.  WAUCHOPE,  Esquire, 

Saptt.  of  Poll.  Affaira,  Bundelcund. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter  of 
the  22d  of  Jane,  enolosiag  a  copy  of  your  proceedings, 
containing  a  statement  of  a  robbery  oommJtled  on  a  party 
of  travellers  in  the  Rajah  of  Panna's  Territory  in  March 
iaat,  and  a  list  of  articles  recovered,  and  requesting  that  in 
the  event  of  my  beiog  able  to  discover  the  relations  of 
the  sufferers,  I  would  direct  them  to  depute  an  authorized 
persoD  to  receive  the  recovered  property. 

The  bearer  Ram  Bnksh  Tnmboloe  has  presented 
himself  to  claim  a  part  of  the  property  as  belonging  to 
his  family,  who  he  believes  were  amongst  the  unfortunate 
sofferers.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  list  of  articles  which 
he  has  given  in,  as  having  been  in  the  poasessioo  of  his 
family,  and  one  of  bis  verbal  statements  on  the  subject, 
taken  down  in  my  cntobery. 

(Signed)     R.  JENKINS.  Rendent. 
Nagpore  Reaidency,  Gth  September,  1816. 
(True  Copies) 

(Signed)    W.  WARDE, 

Qffg.  AMiiitrnt. 
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Roohukaree,   S7ih    March    1816— 14fA    Cheyt   Sumbvt 
187S,  by  the  Magistrate  of  Banda. 

As  it  is  understood  from  the  Saperiatendent  of  these 
Territorifls  that  tweoty-five  persons  on  their  way  from 
Jubulpore,  have  been  strangled  by  mnrderers  who  were 
from  the  West  and  have  taken  the  road  to  Hattab,  and  it 
is  probable  that  they  are  from  Gohad  and  Gwalior,  par- 
wanas  are  to  be  addressed  to  all  the  Thanahs  to  use  all 
their  efforts  to  arrest  them. 

Roebukaree  of  the  Superintendent  Mr.  Wauchope, 
13tA  Apra  1616. 

On  the  7th  March  a  Pitrwsna  was  addressed  to  Barjore 
Sing  to  require  the  arrested  robbers  by  whose  gang  the 
twenty-seven  persons  had  been  murdered  at  the  Pass  of 
Shikarpore.  This  day  Boksbee  Cbitura,  the  Ponna 
Wukeel,  has  presented  a  Hindee  letterfrom  him  in  reply 
with  a  list  of  property,  and  stated  that  the  four*  arrested 
men  are  present — Hutun  Khan,  Imambukth,  Shumaera, 
and  Bahader.  These  men  have  been  examined  and  they 
declare  that  they  were  not  concerned  in  the  murders,  eat 
■Ute  that  they  were  innocent  travellers.  The  Wnkeel 
■tates  that  the  men  who  took  them  have  nat  come  wift 
them  ;  but  are  with  their  masters  at  Powae^  that  among 
the  things  taken  from  them  was  a  Phansee,  or  noose,  and 
one  of  the  Row's  Sipabees  took  it  to  draw  water  ^rona 
weU ;  that  Bubader,  one  of  the  four  taken,  had  confessed 

*  HnsDD  Khan  aliu  Hanna,  dead. 

Imuabnkgh  alias  EhMal,  bang  at  Dhaleea  Malagon. 
Sbamihera  aliai  Boahun,  baag  at  Jubulpore  18S3. 
Bohadar,  bdidb  nbirs  is  Hyderabad,  in  iMrrlca  lit  Btltaltan. 

*  Hogbobee  in  BiOEoUe  Anmapibail. 
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that  they  murdered  the  people  in  the  Nalah;  bat 
Sbamshera,  who  calls  himself  also  Kuramat,  forbad  bint, 
and  said  be  woald  get  bang  if  he  confessed,  and  be  re- 
raaiaed  silent;  althongb  they  deny  (he  crime,  still  it  is  clear 
that  tbey  are  men  of  bad  character,  and  the  suspicion  is 
very  strong  against  tbem,  and  they  are  to  be  sent  to 
the  Magistrate  with  the  list  of  tilings  taken  with  them, 
and  Bnrjore  Sing  is  to  be  thanked  for  his  meritorioas 
oondnot  and  to  be  requested  to  send  the  other  evidence 
reqnirvd. 

(True  Translation) 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 

P.  A.  A.  G.  G.  Saugor^ 


Roabuiarte,  27tk  March,  1816,  by  Mr.  Wavchope. 

This  day  Bnkshee  Chitara,  tfae  Wnkeel  of  the  Ponna 
Bajab,  came  and  presented  an  Urzee,  stating  that  twenty- 
fire  persons  had  been  murdered  on  their  way  from  Jabol- 
pore,  by  fifty  robbers,  acar  the  Pass  of  Shikarpore,  in 
tfae  Panna  Bajab's  territory,  and  that  sis  or  seven  of 
them  bad  been  woanded,  and  foar  taken  by  the  people 
of  Row  Baijore  Sing,  a  relation  of  the  Sajah's.  The 
Wnkeel  stated  that  Omrow  Znmeendar  of  Bamhoroe 
was  present,' and  would  be  able  to  give  further  informa- 
tioD,  aud  his  deposition  has  accordiogly  been  takeo,  and 
as  it  may  lead  to  the  discovery  of  their  associates,  the  four 
robbers  arrested  are  to  be  demanded  from  the  Rajah, 
who  will  also  he  desired  to  take  care  of  the  property  for 
tfae  heirs  of  the  murdered  people.  The  Rajah  is  at  the 
same  time  to  be  Uianked  for  bis  exertioDs  on  this  ocoa- 
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sioD,  and  as  (he<e  robbers  may  piss  through  thiase  terri- 
torica,  the  foUowing  Chiefs  are  to  be  written  to,  wid 
lUiDJoin  to  aid  in  their  arrest. 

GwaJior,  Bijawur,  Tebree,  Jhansee,  Duttaea,  E^oor, 
Sooee  Sa  and  Koor  Pnrtab  Sing. 

Vrzee  of  BuktAee  Chitara,   Wvkeel  of  the  Pumna 
Rqfah. 

Row  Bnrjore  Sing,  a  Jemadar  of  my  maater,  ia  th« 
Pargonna  of  Powae,  writes  to  me  that  near  Sbikarpore, 
about  fivecose  soathofPowae,  near  die  Pass, in  the  middle 
of  Phagan,  tweaty-Gve  travellers,  on  their  way  from  Jabal- 
pore,  a  district  of  the  Nogpore  Government,  were  mor- 
dered  by  fifty  robbers,  and  their  property  takea  off< 
That  after  the  marder  the  robbers  came  to  Powae,  and 
parcbased  food  at  the  Bnneeas'  shops,  bot  without  sitting 
dawo  went  on.  The  Baneeaa  asked  who  they  weroi 
from  whenoe  and  whither  going,  and  they  said  tbey  were 
from  the  DnckoD  on  their  way  to  Banda,  saying  this 
they  went  on;  that  contrary  to  their  professed  deiigli 
lliey  took  the  roftd  to  the  West,  and  rested  at  tha  village  of 
Cbowmooka,  in  my  master's  territory,  and  left  the  place 
jigain  at  nidnigbt  for  Tigharra,  in  the  Jytpore  territory. 
As  soon  as  Bow  Bai;}ore  Sing  heard  these  (Uicaa>8tuioe« 
be  sent  on  twenty-fivs  of  bis  soldiors  after  them,  8^4 
tbey  came  Dp  within  the  boandarj  of  Tigharra,  aa4 
nnabte  to  prevail  apo«  them  to  sarrender,  tbey  woanded 
aix  or  seven  of  tbem,  and  took  four  oat  of  tbe  aomber 
iato  cnstody.  Tbey  secared  seven  ponies,  and  broDgbt 
them  with  other  things,  to  Bmrjore  ^iag*  Unable  In 
■biad  against  the  Sipahee^  the  cobbers  soaght  shelter  in 
Tigharra,  and  the  villagers  came  to  their  support  uid 
escorted  them  to  Simar«ea  in  Jytpore,  aqd  the  Itoldw 
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of  tbat  f  Hlage  entertainfld  tfasm  ooe  dfty,  and  tiM  n«xt 
diamisted  tbem,  bat  took  froin  them  all  tfaeir  proper- 
ty, first  nDderstandiDg  Ibat  it  amoDBted  to  ten  or  twelve 
thoaaand  rnpees.  Barjore  Sing  wrote  to  the  Simareea 
maa  aad  deaired  him  to  keep  them  in  custody  bat  be 
wonid  Dot. 

DepoaiHon  of  Omroto,  Zumeendar  of  Bumhoret, 
S7th  March,  1816. 

I  heard  that  twentj-seven  persons,  male  and  femdle, 
had  been  kined  on  their  way  from  Jobnlpore  to  Cbntter- 
pore,  by  fifty  or  sixty  decoita,  and  all  their  property  taken 
off— that  they  had  gone  after  the  mnrders  to.  Powae  and 
thence  to  Tighnrra  in  Jytpore,  and  that  Row  Burjore 
Sing  had  sent  after  tbem  twenty-five  of  bis  followers,  who 
seized  foar  and  two  more  that  had  been  wonoded,  and 
bronght  Uiem  with  seven  ponies  to  Powae  t»  the  Row 
who  still  has  them.  An  action  took  place  between  the 
Row's  people  and  robbers  at  Tighnrra,  bat  the  people  of 
that  plaoe  oame  to  the  aid  ef  the  rsbbers,  and  as  night 
came  on  they  effected  their  parpose  aad  escorted  thew 
to  Simareea.  Baijore  Sing's  people  sent  a  message  to 
the  Thanadar  ef  Simareea  by  the  Zumeendar  of  Poitr- 
>«eak  to  say  that  -  the  Tigburra  people  had  seat,  the' 
reblMfs  to  him,  and  be  matt  aeoore  tbem.-  The  robberl 
remained  there  all  night  till  dooq  the  next  day  and  tbed 
took  the  road  to  Deoree  in  Hnttafa.  I  heard  that  Ml  the' 
property  they  had  With  them  was  taken  by  the  Znmeeodar 
of  Simareea  in  Jytpore.  I  bear  that  the  fonr  taken  con- 
fess they  are  from  Gwalior  and  that  the  robbers  bad 
with  them  twenty-five  matchlocks,  and  the  rest  had  bows 
end  arrows,  and  were  all  dressed  differently,  and  talked 
like  peopte  from  the  Weatt 
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Urxte  of  Kooi^hehartelal  Akbur  Nuveet  at  Pumut. 

I  bave  received  yoar  Parwanas  of  the  27th  March, 
ftating;  that  yon  had  encloaed  two  PnrwaDas,  oae  to 
Bnrjore  Sing;  and  the  other  to  the  Aomil  of  Simareea  in 
Jytpore,  and  directing;  me  to  forward  them  immediately^. 
I  have  done  so  by  two  HnrcanUia. 


Copy. 
To  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLEEHAK, 

PrincL  Assistt-  Scaigar. 
Sir, 

With  reference  to  yonr  letter  of  the 
5th  instant,  X  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  Extract  from 
Miyor  Close's  letter  dated  December  3d,  1815. 

(Signed)        R.  CAVENDISH,  Ruidtnt. 
GwaUor  Residency,  13tk  Augutt,  1833. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Major  Clote  to  the  Secre- 
tary to  Government,  dated  Poona,  DecevAer  dd,  1815. 

"  I  bad  yesterday  the  hooar  to  receive  yoor  letter 
"  dated  lOth  of  November,  notifying  ny  appointment  to 
« gocceed  Mr.  Stacy  as  Resident  at  the  Conrt  of 
"  Dowlnt  Row  Scindia.  I  shall  prooeed  to  that  Chief 
"  in  obedience  to  the  Governor  General's  commands, 
"  with  the  least  practicable  delay,  and  shall  adopt  the 
"  ronte  of  Aurungabad,  Nagpore,  and  Bandelcond,  as 
"  being  the  most  open  and  the  least  liable  to  impedi- 
"  ment."  ' 

(A  tnie  Extract,) 

(Signed)        R.  CAVENDISH,  Ruident.    . 
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APPENDIX  H. 

SURGOOJA  AFFAIR. 


To  MAJOR  SMITH. 

Commanding  at  ElKckpore. 
Sib, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  the  depositioD 
of  Dorgha,  regarding  the  mnrder  of  some  people,  on  their 
way  from  Ellichpore  to  the  Dooab,  about  the  yen  1809  or 
1810,  and  shall  feel  obliged  if  yoo  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
ascertain  whether  any  snch  people  disappeared  about  that 
time. 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Princl,  Assistant.      ' 
Saugor  P.  A.  A.  G.  G.  Office.  > 
14M  February,  1834.        \ 


Dtposition  of  Dorgha,  13tA  Fehmary,  1834. 

In  1810  or  1809  we  were  200  Thugs  at  a  village  near 
Snhajie  in  Nagpore,  when  we  met  40  persons,  some  from 
£llichpore,  and  some  from  Gwalior,  and  Jbalna,  and 
AaroDgabad.  We  oame  on  wi^  them  seven  stages,  and  in 
a  jmigle  between  Choree  and  Sntrnmjn,  we  killed  tbera 
all,  and  bnried  their  bodies  under  stones  in  the  bed  of  the 
liver  ;  one  was  a  Snbadar,  a  Brahmin,  belonging  to  the 
Begiment  of  Snlabnt  Khan  and  Behlal  Khan,  Newabs ; 
one  was  a  Brahmin  Tewaree,  witii  two  daaghters,  he  was 
going  home  to  gel  married.    They  were  murdered  with 
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their  mother  and  father.  There  was  another  Tewaree 
Brahmin,  vith  an  old  woman,  his  wife,  and  a  yonn^ 
daaghter.  The  old  woman  was  killed,  bnt  the  daagbler  was 
preserved  and  married  to  Hanoe  Rao,  nephew  of  Kasa), 
Snbadar  of  Tbogs;  ihe  had  two  or  three  children  by  bim, 
bnt  tbey  are  dead;  all  three  were  residents  of  the  pardeiee 
Hahnlla,  in  Elltchpore,  and  they  were  going  to  the 
provinces  on  the  Ganges. 

{Trne  Translation.) 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLGEUAN. 

P.  Asst.  Agent  Governor  Genertd. 


To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN, 

PrincL  Atsitt.  Agent  Governor  General,  Sattgor. 

Sib, 

Vitb  refetence  to  your  letter  of  the  I4th 
ultimo,  and  deposition  of  Dorgha  annexed,  1  have  the 
honor  to  forward  to  yon  the  undermentioned  papers  con- 
taining all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
relating  to  the  affair  detailed  therein,  and  which  I  trast, 
considering  the  long  period  which  has  elapsed,  will  be 
found  satisfactory. 

No.  1.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Nawab  Namdar  Khan 
to  Major  Smith,  Commanding  at  EUlichpore. 

No,  2.  Statement  of  Bapajie  Pandit  in  the  service 
•f  Major  Smith,  Commaading  at  Ellichpore, 

No'.  3.  The  depositions  of  Gobind  Sing  Sabadarr 
Mann  Sing  Snbadar,  and  Sabsogkh  Jemadar,  P»«ioaefB, 
xesidingin.tfae  Cantonment  at  £llichpore. 

The  oecnrrMiae  to  which  they  refer  must  have  happened 
IB  November  or  December  1800,  becwse  it  is  stated  at 
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Uie  aoGompuiyipg'  papeiv  that  tbe  pcrsois  icppaaed  ta 
baveioffered  qnitted  this  ia  tiie  cold  aeason  prerioBs  to 
tba  march  of  Colooel  Close*!  Force  to  Seronge,  which 
Utoli  plac«  in  Dsoembor  or  January  1809-10,  to  which  I 
CBQ  apea^  myielf,  having  b«ea  preieDt  vith  that  Force. 
If  hoverer  yoa  aboald  wiah  to  ascertaia  the  preciae  dalt 
(for  I  ap^  from  recolleotion  only)  it  can  be  ascertained 
by  reference  to  the  pnblio  Recorda  of  the  Reaidency  at 
Nagpore. 

(Signed)     H.  SMITH,  Major, 

Commandite  Ellichpore  ZHviaioH, 
Ellickpore.  XOth  March,  1834. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from   Newab  Namdar  KHan  to  Major 
Smith,  Commanding  at  Ellichpore,  "Ist  March,  1834. 

I  have  received  jonr  letter  vith  a  Roobakaree  from 
Sanger  regarding  the  marder  of  some  people  from  Ellich- 
pore of  the  Purdessee  quarter  of  the  town.  Tventy-gve 
years  have  elapsed  siace  that  event,  and  the  people  of  that 
quarter  have  dispersed,  and  no  inrormatioB  can  be  got 
regarding  them,  bat  shoald  I  get  any  it  will  be  forwarded 
to  yon. 

Depontum  of  Oohind  Situf  Subadar,  Maun  Stay  Svhadar, 
St^iookh  Jemadar,  Pemionera,  rending  in  this  Bllieh- 
pore  Cantonments,  before  Mc^or  &nitk.  Commanding- 
Bth  March,  1834. 

Colonel  Close  marched  with  tbe  Division  of  Newab 
Sntabnt  Khan  of  Ellichpore  towards  Seronge,  and  before 
dtat  time  in  the  cold  season  twenty<one  persMii,  par- 
desseei  (foreignera),  residing  in  Bandelpoora  in  Sllicb- 
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pore,  aet  oat  for  Hindoostan,  with  all  their  families  in 
order  to  celebrate  the  marriage  of  their  ohildrea.  -We 
afterwards  heard  that  they  had  all  been  murdered  in  the 
Nagpore  territories,  bat  from  that  time  we  have  reoeived 
no  farther  accoaota  of  the  matter.  We  heard  that  one 
girl  who  was  saved  on  the  occasion  was  still  living  at 
Nagpore,  bat  Sobsookh  Jemadar  in  1S31  went  to  Hin- 
doostan  with  bis  family,  and  on  his  retarn  he  said  he 
eonld  not  discover  what  had  become  of  this  girl  though  he 
had  made  enquiries  about  ber. 


NAMES  OF  MURDERED  PERSONS. 

1  Gunga  Tewaree  of  Dhondkhera,  servant  of  BuhloU 
Kban  Bahadar,  deceased, 

3  His  wife  and  daughter  about  9  years  of  age. 

4  Bodhee  SingSabadarofBhyswarra,  servant  of  Newab 

Subabdar  Khan,  deceased. 

5  Needhan  Sing,  his  father-iu-law. 

6  His  mother-in-law. 

7  His  sister-in-law. 
6  Aipee,  his  nephew. 

9  The  wife  of  Alpee's  brother. 

10  His  niece. 

11  Maknn,  his  brother-in-law. 
13  Wife  of  Maknn. 

13  Makun's  broker. 

14  Snnthoo  Tewaree  Havildar  of  Bhyswarra. 

15  Byjnauth  Sookul  Havildar  of  ditto,  servant  of  Sulubot 

Khan. 

16  Gomann  Tewarry,  of  Sukraea. 

17  Acbnroo,  his  brother. 

18  Wife'of  Gomann. 
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19  His  son's  wife. 

30  Deiran  Choube  Slitg. 
21  His  brother. 

20  BawRs,  aa  old  wonan  of  Bbyswarra. 

(Trae  TraDslation) 
(Signod)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  G. 


Statement  of  Bapoq/ie  Pandit  in  the  strvice  of  Major 
Smith,  Commanding  at  ElHchpore,  4th  March,  1S34. 

AboDt  twenty-five  .year^  ago,  fifty  peraoas,  Hajpoots, 
witli  all  their  arms  and  oecevaarieB,  left  in  company  with 
Rnmakant,  a  Brahmin,  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and 
ijis  mother,  set  oat  for  on  Teeroth  ;  and  we 

afterwards  beard  that  they  had  been  robbed  on  the  Hatee 
Nalab.  At  that  time  the  roads  were  much  infested  by 
robbers,  and  we  never  oonld  learn  any  thing  more  about 
any  of  tb«n,  oor  did  the  Brahmia  and  bis  mother  ever 
retnrn. 

(True  Translation,) 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

P.A.A.G.G. 


Deposition  ofBukhteen  Brahmin,  14th  April,  1834, 
about  thirty  years  of  age. 

ilij  mother  and  father  resided  in  some  town  in  the 
Dockan,  but  their  names  I  do  not  recollect,  as  I  was  only 
three  or  four  years  of  age,  when  my  uncle  and  mother 
took  me  wilh  tbem  on  a  journey  towards  the  Ganges.  On 
the  road  my  mother  and  ancle  were  killed  by  Thugs,  with 
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many  other  travellers.  Kual  Slag  Pntack  Jemadar 
preserved  my  life  and  took  me  with  bim  to  Pablno  in 
Gwalior,  where  be  brought  me  ap,  and  when  I  became  of 
age  be  married  me  to  his  son,  Honce  Rao,  who  is  now 
dead.  As  long  as  he  lived,  I  lived  with  bim,  but  he  bas 
been  dead  several  years,  and  I  have  since  lived  with  his 
mother  and  earned  my  snbsistance  by  my  labonr.  Yoar 
Sipabees  fonnd  ms  ont  and  have  brongbt  me  into  Sangor. 
X  had  two  sons  by  Hnnce  Rao.  The  first  died  when 
fifiteen  months  old  ;  the  other  is  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,. 
and  is  named  Buksb  ;  he  is  in  Kbyrawa  in  Jhaosee,  with 
his  grand  mother.  I  was  the  only  person  out  of  the  party 
saved.  There  is  now  no  Thug  left  in  the  family  of  Hnnce 
Rao,  who  can  provide  for  me.  If  yon  will  maintain  me 
I  shall  be  glad  to  remain  here,  bat  I  have  never  heard 
whether  my  parents  have  any  surviving  relations  or  not. 
I  was  in  advance  of  the  party  when  they  were  killed. 
The  other  two  girls  who  were  killed  were  not  related  to 
me,  but  oar  parents  resided  at  the  same  place,  and  we  ased 
to  call  each  other  sisters.  I  had  no  other  relation,  killed 
but  my  ancle  and  mother. 

(A.  true  Translation,) 
(Signed)      W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

P.  Astut.  Agent  Governor  Oetural. 
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APPENDIX    I. 

CHCTTERKOTE    AFFAIR. 


To  CAPTAIN  ROBINSON, 

Paymatter,  Ellichpore. 
Sir, 

I  have  tha  honor  to  forward  the  depo- 
«ition  of  a  noted  Thng  leader  regarding  the  murder  of  a 
party  of  travellers,  among  whom  is  said  to  baTe  been  an 
Officer  by  name  of  Gholab  Khan,  who  had  been  Killadar 
of  Gawilgur,  under  the  Nagpore  GoyernmenI,  and  as 
yoa  are  in  the  vicinity  shall  feel  obliged  if  yon  wilt 
endeavoar  to  aacertaia  whether  saoh  an  Officer  ever 
commaaded  that  Garrison. 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SL£EMAN, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  G. 
2nd  Augutt,  1833. 

Rvtract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Robinson  to  Captain 
SUeman,  dated  Ellichpore,  SOlA  August,  1833. 

"  Since  the  receipt  of  yoor  letter  of  the  9th  I  havo 
endeavoured  to  get  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
horrid  murder,  and  though  the  information  I  have  got 
in  some  respects  differs  from  the  Thngs'  statement,  I  fear 
the  leading  facts  are  all  tootrne.  The  person,  who  gives 
the  Persian  statement,  which  I  send  you,  was  a  Jemadar 
uf  300  men,  in  1817-16,  when  I  was  sent  up  by  General 
Doveton  to  take  possesaioo  of  Gawilgur.  His  femily 
bad  beeo  aetvants  in  the  fort  for  three  genetatioiis.    His 
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name  is  Gopie.  The  family  are  originally  from  Tilin- 
gaoah.  He  himself  is  in  charge  of  the  villages  imme- 
dialely  tinder  the  fort  at  present,  and  I  have  no  doabt 
as  to  the  tratb  of  his  statement,  so  far  as  his  memory 
serves  him,  for  he  cannot  Trite,  and  there  are  no  dooa- 
menU  to  be  foand  ;  for  even  at  the  time  I  first  went  into 
the  fort  £  enqaired  for  (he  archives,  bnt  all  1  got  was 
some  old  Sadre  accoonts,  vhich  only  went  back  a  few 
years,  and  were  conseqnently  of  no  ose.  I  don't  know 
what  became  of  them.  Gopie,  in  order  to  shew  thatthere 
is  BO  Killadar  of  the  name  of  Gholab  Khan,  has  mentioned 
the  names  «f  the  Killadars  in  sacoession  for  a  number  of 
years,  though  I  am  aorry  to  say  he  coald  not  give  the 
periods  of  each  reign  ;  bnt  he  seems  to  be  quite  certain 
as  to  the  fact  that  Gnreeb  Sing  sent  his  brother  to 
Hindoostan  and  a  sam  of  money  for  recmits,  and  that 
there  was  no  more  heard  of  them  after  they  left  Jubul- 
pore.  The  exact  namber  of  people  in  his  suit  he  cannot 
tell,  but  to  the  best  of  hi«  recollection  about  100  people 
left  the  fort  with  him,  though  some  of  them  may  have 
only  been  going  to  Nagpore,  and  the  number  mentioned  by 
the  Thngs  may  have  been  that  which  really  accompanied 
Gureeb  Sing's  brother.  Is  it  not  terrible  to  think  what 
horrid  deeds  were  almost  every  where  perpetrated  with 
impanity  in  former  times  ?  In  making  the  above  enquiry 
'I  was  informed  of  a  still  morefrightfal  morder  which  took 
place  close  anderGawilgar,  a  very  few  years  before,  of 
five  hundred  reoniits,  diat  had  come  from  some  plaee  ftfr 
"Gawilgnr,  and  #ere  pitched  in  tents  for  some  reason  ot 
other  below  the  fort.  Some  how  or  other  a  qaantity  of 
treasure  for  Ae  fort,  for  the  night  halted  in  this  camp, 
and  shortly  after  abont  one  thousand,  of  apparently 
disoharged  Sipahees,  came  op,  said  they  were  from 
HindooataB,  and  wanted  service  and  encamped  at  nigilt 
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ui  die  same  place,  but  in  mommg  there  vera  none  to  b« 
fuaod  of  tfae  latter  Tbe  rest  were  all  laying  Btraagled, 
and  tbfl  treanire  gaao.  Pe<^le  were  sent  all  over  tbe 
o«antry  bat  none  of  the  Tfangs  were  caogbt.  The  perso* 
who  has  told  me  tbe  above  says  be  came  to  this  place,  or 
rather  Arkote  Ariote  aboat  one  year  afterwards,  and 
tfaoif  b  liiB  story  may  not  be  correct  in  all  its  points  there 
wag  no  donbt  a  very  great  namber  murdered  on  the 
occasion.  I  expect  to  get  a  better  account  of  it  from 
another  person  expected  here.  If  I  get  snob  as  may  be 
worth  sending,  you  shall  have  it. 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 

Princl.  A.  A.  G.  G. 
SaugoT,  mth  August,  1633. 


Statement  of 

sent  by  Capfatn  Robinton  of  ESlichpore. 

Tbe  iart  Gawilgor  was  first  held  by  Sbabjie,  under  tbe 
Pewsha's  Government,  and  after  bis  death  by  Makatmna 
Tija  Aaw.  He  made  it  over  to  Madbajie  Gbosli^  Rajah 
of  Nagpore,  who  appointed  Pygoojie  Ghosla  to  tbe 
command.  Heheld  it  five  years,  after  which  he  waa 
replaced  by  Jam  Sing,  who  died  and  was  succeeded  by 
.Suvnanm  Sing,  who  held  it  sixty  years,  wheDJalSlS^ 
Mnrhatta,  K  was  taken  by  tbe  Engltih,  who  made  it  over 
again  to  tfae  Nagpore  Goverament,  who  appointed  to  Ibe 
'coomtand  ei  it  Gombbeer  Sing,  the  son  of  Saruam 
'  Sing,  who  appointed  as  his  substitute  his  ancle  Ghareeb 
'Sing,  1^0  sent  his  younger  brother  Dbyan  Sing,  to 
■HiodoDslan  ;  he  bad  with  him  Dearly  a  handred  followers 
.and  property  to  the  value  of  twenty-thqnsand  rupees,  and 
be  reached  Adhatta),  in  the  divtrict  of  Jabalpore,  where 


UiglizedDy  Google 


(    no   ) 

he  and  alt  his  party  were  plandered.  What  became  of 
DbjBD  Siog  we  coald  never  learn,  though  it  was  twenty- 
foar  years  a^.  No  Ghoolab  Sing  ever  comnuuided  the 
Fort  of  Gawilgnr,  bet  a  Gholab  Sing  conuaaDded  the 
Fort  of  Peernsla,  where  he  died. 

(Signed)    W.H.  SLEEHAN, 

PriMLA.A.  G.G. 
Saugor,  SOth  August,  1833. 


Deposition  ofMahasoot,  the  \6th  April,  1833,  confirmed 
by  Dorgha  alias  DuUle  and  others. 

Aboot  twenty  years  ago  I  was  with  a  gang  of  three 
hondred  and  fifty  Thngs  under  Ghaaee  Sabadar,  Noor 
Khan,  and  other  leaders  at  Jnbnlpore.  Some  of  as  were  at 
Gopaalpore  and  seine  encamped  at  Adhartal,  and  aome 
in  the  bazar.  We  remained  there  three  days,  and  on  the 
third  day  Gholab  Khan,  the  Killadsr  of  Gawilgnr,  in 
Tfagpore,  with  Kadher  Khao  and  a  party  of  sixty  persons, 
including  seven  women  and  a  boy,  came  np  and  encamped 
on  the  bank  of  the  Gopaalpore  tank,  in  a  grove  of  Mangoe 
trees.  Gbasee  Khan  Sabadar  went  to  then  as  oar  Sothae, 
and  told  them  that  he  was  a  Sabadar  in  the  servioe  of 
Raghoojee,  the  Rajah  of  Nagpore,  and  on  his  way  home 
-on  leave  with  a  nnmber  of  the  men  of  his  regiment.  Gholab 
Khan  said  he  had  been  the  Killadar  of  Gawilgnr,  and 
having  been  deprived  of  the  command  of  that  fortress  was 
now  on  his  way  home.  Gbasee  said  he  and  his  friend  should 
be  glad  to  travel  in  fais  company,  and  finding  the  Killadar 
pleased  with  his  proposal,  he  retnred  to  as.  The  Killadar 
remained  the  next  day  and  we  remained  also,  and  the 
following  day  went  to  Pannagurh,  and  thence  to  Sdora ; 
from  this  place  we  quitted  the  high  road  throogh  Bel^ree 
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and  took  that  thron^h  Rem,  and  encamped  at  a  village. 
whose  name  I  forget ;  we  sent  on  people  to  ct^oose  a  place 
for  Ibe  mnrder,  bat  no  suitable  one  could  be  found,  and 
we  went  on  in  this  manner  for  eight  days,  searching  every 
day  in  vain  for  a  convenient  place  for  the  mnrder.  On 
the  eighth  day  we  reaohed  a  village  called,  from  a  large 
Bar  tree,  the  Burwala  village,  five  cose  from  Biraingpore, 
and  encamped  nnder  trees,  and  sent  on  men  to  search  for 
a  Bete.  At  a  place  two  and  a  half  cose  distant  between 
this  village  and  Chitterkote,  they  fonnd  a  place  snited  to 
onr  purpose  on  the  bank  of  a  Nalab,  and  abont  a  watch 
before  daylight  we  set  oot  with  the  party  of  travellers  ; 
and  contrived  as  we  went  along  to  pnt  a  Bhnrtote 
(strangler)  and  a  Shamseea  (holder  of  hands)  by  every 
traveller's  side ;  on  reaching  the  spot  chosen,  Ghasee 
Sabahdar  gave  the  signal,  and  the  travellers  were  seized 
by  the  men  placed  by  their  sides  for  the  purpose  and 
strangled.  Their  bodies  were  baried  in  the  sand  in  the  bed 
of  the  Kalah,  and  we  got  from  them  nineteen  thousand 
rupees  in  money  and  seven  or  eight  thonsand  rupees 
worth  of  other  property,  which  we  took  on  to  Chitterkote; 
From  ibeoce  we  sent  back  men  to  bury  (he  bodies  deeper, 
and  they  fonnd  one  body  exposed  which  they  bnried, 
-but  the  rest  had  been  all  washed  down  by  the  Oood 
arising  from  some  heavy  nlio  that  fell ;  alarmed  at  this 
we  all  dispersed  and  retamed  to  onr  homes. 

The  boy  was  preserved  by  Mnngnl  and  Laljoo,  brothers 
and  Brahmins  of  Sindonse.  He  was  a  Brahmin  and 
transported  in  1834  for  mnrder. 

"We  passed  through  Rewa  and  Simereea  and  Cbandeeah 
also,  and  another  town,  a  few  cose  from  Bundoogor. 
(A  trne  translation) 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 
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APPENDIX   J. 

OMERPATUN    AFFAIR. 


Camp  Myheer,  December,  1^9. 
Sib, 

Having'  arrested  and  placed  in  confinemeDt  a 
man  charged  on  saspicioo  of  being  the  leader  of  a  gang  of 
Thogs,  and  having  resolved  to  aend  him  to  Jnbulpore  to 
have  the  case  investigated,  I  heg  leave  to  report  the 
circnm stances  nnder  whicb  be  has  been  apprehended. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  when  the 
Regiment  v&a  on  the  march  from  Chaka  to  Sewagnnj, 
two  Chnprassies  of  ]Fonr  Establishment,  named  Donlut 
8ing  and  DnII  Sing,  who  are  in  company  with  the  Corps, 
suddenly  came  upon  a  party  of  aboat  twenty-five  men, 
■eated  ronnd  a  fire  on  the  side  of  the  road,  whom  from, 
their  appearance  they-  suspected  to  be  Thngs ;  and  ap- 
proaching near  to  (hem,  this  snspicion  was  confirmed  by 
their  recognizing  among  them  a  man  whom  they  bad 
formerly  known  to  be  a  Thag.  On  the  coming  np  of  these 
jChnprassies,  this  man  made  a  signal  to  the  party,  opo^ 
which  they  dispersed  and  ran  into  the  jangle,  whit^  is 
close  to  the  road.  The  ChaprasBies  seized  the  man  who 
made  the  signal,  and  althongh  he  attempted  to  draw  his 
sword  and  made  a  desperate  effort  to  escape,  they  kept 
bold  of  him  until  (he  advanced  guard  came  up  when 
he  was  secured.  They  also  seized  b  tattoo,  whicb  he 
attempted  to  moant,  on  the  party  being  surprized,  and 
another  tattoo  belonging  to  another  of  the  gang. 
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The  prisoner  says  his  oame  is  Sheikh  Innyat,  and 
describes  himself  tn  be  an  inhabitant  of  Bandelcnnd,  and 
that  he  was  proceeding  to  Jnbalpore  in  search  of  employ- 
mmt,  and  denies  that  he  was  in  company  with  any  persoa 
at  the  time  when  the  Chaprassiea  seized  him. 

The  Chnprassies  however  assert  that  he  ig  a  notorioas 
mnrderer,  and  that  they  knew  him  as  a  Tbng  theae 
several  years  ago,  and  they  say  that  there  are  aeveral  men 
at  Jnbalpore  who  can  coDfirm  all  they  state  regarding 
him. 

Under  these  circnmstaQces,  and  as  I  have  heard  re- 
ports that  several  gangs  of  Tbngs  are  supposed  to  be  in 
tbe  neighboarbood,  I  have  tbongbt  it  proper  to  detain 
him  in  custody,  and  shall  send  him  to  yon  to  be  examined. 
Tbakoor  Btshnn  Sing  has  undertaken  to  provide  a 
gnard  for  bis  secarity,  and  he  will  proceed  in  progress  to 
Jubulpore  to-morrow. 

The  prisoner  having  no  money,  and  reqoiring  sob- 
•istence,  with  his  consent  I  directed  his  tattoo  to  be' sold 
by  aaction.  SixteeD  rapees  were  obtained  for  it,  which 
■ill  be  acoounted  for  to  yon  whea  the  prisoner  is  made 
over  to  yoD. 

The  several  effects  foand  on-  the  prisoner,  and  the 
second  tattoo,  (of  which  he  professes  to  know  nothing) 
are  sent  wiUi  him.  A  list  of  them  has  beeo  made  ont, 
and  it  is  sent  along  with  him. 

(Signed)        J.  OLIVER,  Captain, 

Comff.  73d  RegU  N.  I. 

To  Caytain  Slbbhan, 

PI  Aul,  A.  G.  Gl. 
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Camp  Omerpalun,  lOM  Dec.  1829. 
To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN, 

PI.  Asst.  Agl.  Govr.  Gttd.  Jubulpore. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  right  to  report  to  yon  that  six 
persons  were  last  night  murdered  near  this  place  by  a 
gang  of  Thngs. 

I  heard  of  it  on  my  Brrival  here  this  moniiDg,  and  as 
it  was  not  convenient  for  myself  to  go  and  enqaire  into 
the  circamslances,  I  sent  a  man  for  the  porpose.  He 
has  jnst  retorned,  and  states  that  the  bodies  of  sis 
Gosaens  were  this  momiDg  found  lying  on  the  gronnd, 
near  a  tank  close  to  the  road,  aboat  a  cose  to  the 
north  of  the  town.  They  had  been  stripped.  Their 
long  matted  hair  seemed  to  have  been  opened  oat  and 
examined,  and  the  only  mark  of  violence  apparent  on 
the  bodies,  was  that  of  a  string  ronnd  the  neck  with 
which  they  seemed  to  have  been  strangled.  Some  arti- 
cles of  clothes  were  fouDd  near;  also  a  tattoo  and  a 
bow  and  arrow  onder  one  of  tbe  small  draina  that  cross 
the  new  road. 

It  is  further  stated  that  last  evening  these  poor 
wretches  were  seen  to  stop  at  the  tank,  in  company  with 
twelve  persona,  apparently  Kaaretties,  or  carriers  of 
Ganges  water,  and  to  them,  some  of  the  articles  foDod 
near  the  tank,  are  supposed  to  have  belonged. 

The  person  who  bronght  me  this  information  called 
afterwards  by  my  desire  on  the  Cotwal  of  the  town,  and 
was  informed  that  persona  had  been  sent  out  in  all 
directions  in  parsoit  of  the  sapposed  marderers,  but  that 
no  trace  of  them  had  been  discovered.  I  also  am  informed 
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that  immediate  notice  of  the  murder  vas  sent  to  tho 
Rewah  Rajah,  and  his  Bon  Bulbndder  Sing,  ander  whom 
Omorpaten  more  immediately  is. 

(Signed)     M.  NICOLSON,  Captain. 
Assist.  Suplt.  Roads, 
Benares,  15th  March.  1833. 

(Trne  Copy) 
(Signed)    F.  C.  SMITH,  A.  G.  G. 

No.  S6. 

To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN, 

Princl.  Assist.  A.  G.  G. 
SiK, 

J  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yonr  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  with  its  enclosure,  and  beg 
to  forward  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Ensign  Richardson, 
regarding  the  circomstance  of  the  monkey. 
'  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  none  of  the  Sepoys,  now  present, 
recollect  either  the  oircomstanoe  of  the  monkey  or  cap, 
so  I  am  nnable  to  give  yon  further  information  on  the 
point  required  by  yon. 

(Signed)    T.  R.  S.  YATES,  J%-or, 

CoMmoiufiny  73rd  Regt.  N.  I. 
Benarts,  lltk  March.  1832. 


To  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  THOMAS, 

73d  Regt.  N.  I. 

Sir,  " 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yonr  letter  No.  24  of  this  date,  and  in  reply  beg  to 
atate  that  I  perfectly  remember  the  cironautance  of- the 
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seizare  of  a  Thofr  by  two  of  Captain  Sloenen'i  Chnpnu- 
BJei.  1  vu  that  moriUDg  on  duty  with  (he  advanced  guard 
of  the  Regiment,  and  jast  before  sun  riie  I  aaw  the  man  ia 
CDstody  of  the  two  Chuprassiea  by  whom  he  had  jost  been 
■eiied.  I  recollect  also,  what  the  Tbngs  mentioa  (io  their 
deposition)  regarding  the  monkey,  but  cannot  toll  when 
the  circamstaDce  took  place,  not  even  if  it  was  on  the  same 
day.  I  have  no  recollection  whatever  of  a  Sepoy  having 
lost  his  cap.  It  conid  not  have  been  one  of  the  guard — 
otherwise  I  most  heard  of  it. 

I  have  (he  honor  to  return  the  Documents. 
(Signed)    W.  RICHARDSON, 

Eiwiffn,  TSd  N.  I. 


Deptuilion  of  Ram  Bukth,  SOfA  I^brttary,  1833. 

Three  years  and  half  ago  when  Sheikh  loayut  was 
takenatSewagunjby  Dowlat approver,  with  the  Regiment 
of  Sepahees,  I  was  With  Mefarban  and  Dibba  Jemadars, 
and  a  gang  of  twenty-five  Thugs,  of  the  Lodhee  caste,  and 
we  fled  on  the  road  to  Rewa,  and  reached  a  village  under 
a  hill  ten  cose  from  Sewagunj,  where  we  rested.  In  thf 
morning  we  left  this  place,  and  halted  on  the  bank  of  a 
tank,  on  the  road  to  Mybur,  and  there  dined ;  and  about 
twelve  o'clock  four  Gosaens and  a  Brahmin  and  a  Rajpoot 
came  op  on  their  way  from  Hydrabad  to  Benares.  The 
Jemadars  went  to  them,  and  in  conversation  won  their 
confidence,  and  we  went  ou  with  them  to  Omnrpaten, 
which  we  reached  about  foor  o'clock,  and  rested  in  the 
shops  of  the  bazar.  We  dined  there,  and  some  timeaftei 
dark,  we  after  oonanltatioD,  determined  to  kill  these  men, 
and  to  set  out  with  them  for  that  purpose  after  th« 
third  watch.     We  did  so  about  a  coie  and  half  from 
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Omarpaten  under  lome  mabgoe  trees  and  mbowa' trees, 
which  had  been  chosen  by  Bndnla.  Abont  an  hoar  before 
daylight  w«  sat  down  on  pretence  of  perfonning  oar 
ablnlioDs,  when  Esoree  gave  the  signal,  and  Heera,  my 
nephew,  Snmbhoo,  Esnree,  Mebrban,  Dibba,  and  Peraand 
strangled  these  six  men  while  others  held  them  down. 

These  bodies  were  disposed  of  in  some  risiDg  gronnd, 
two  bandred  yards  from  the  place.  Some  gentleman's 
things  were  coming  from  Rewah,  and  a  white  pony, 
belonging  to  £sDree,  got  loose,  and  the  people  with  bis 
property  asked  whose  it  was.  Upon  that  we  left  the 
bodies  exposed  and  fled.  We  got  from  them  two  poaiea 
with  some  clothes  npon  tfaem,  and  we  weat  on  with  ths 
booty  to  a  village  six  cose  distant,  where  we  opened  it, 
and  fonnd  one  bandred  and  fifty  rupees  in  money  and 
some  gold  beads,  with  one  hundred  rapees  worth  of  silver, 
and  eight  selahs,  two  with  gold  lace,  and  six  plain.  We 
tied  it  Dp  again  and  went  on  with  it  to  Tirwa  in  the 
Dodab,  where  we  divided  it,  and  each  man  got  about 
twenty  ropees.  The  whole  amounted  to  abont  nine  hnn- 
dred  rnpees. 

The  gang  of  Mnsanlmans  took  the  road  to  Belloree 
after  the  seizure  of  Sheikh  Inayat,  aad  we  did  not-meet 
again  in  the  Do6ab. 

On  one  of  the  Gosaens'  beads  the  hair  was  long,  baton 
the  tiiree  it  was  out  off.  The  pony  Esoree  let  loose,  and 
we  never  recovered  it,  nor  did  I  learn  who  got  it. 

When  we  were  abont  to  take  np  the  bodies  to  bury 
tfaem,  one  got  up  and  attempted  to  ran  off,  bnt  he  was 
pnrsned  by  Dibba,  Kasee  Lodbee,  and  Dooja,  who  seized 
him  after  he  bad  gone  a  bandred  paces,  and  Dibba 
atrangled  him.  He  could  not  make  a  noise  as  his  throat 
bad  been  burt  in  the  attempt  to  strangle  him  before.  Ai 
mmb  as  we  had  placed  his  body  with  the  other  five,  w* 
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saw  the  party  of  the  gentlemen  comiDg  from  Rewah 
approach  and  made  off.  The  people  did  not  then  see 
these  bodies,  but  tbey  were  afterwards  discovered. 

Depontion  of  Bkitum  Khan,  28th  Fehrwary,  1833. 

A  little  more  than  three  years  ago  when  Sbeikh  Inayat 
was  taken  at  Sewagunje,  the  Lodhies  of  the  gang  fled  and 
took  the  road  to  Rewah  to  the  west,  and  we  aboQt  twenty 
Mnssnlmana  took  that  of  Belehree.  fVe  atrnck  off  towards 
Bieeynee.  We  spent  the  night  at  a  village  two  cose 
from  Belehree,  and  setting  ont  in  the  morniDg  halted  at  a 
well  aboDt  a  cose  from  that  place,  and  dined  while  these 
five  travellers  came  ap — two  of  tbem  Kanmttees,  two 
Taylors  and  one  a  woman.  Tbey  told  ns  they  were  oa 
their  way  from  Jabnlpore,  and  we  went  on  with  them  to 
Shahnnggnr,  where  we  spent  the  night,  and  the  next  day 
went  to  Biseynee,  where  we  fonnd  two  travellers  wbo 
appeared  to  as  to  be  extremely  poor.  When  we  prepar- 
ed to  set  oat  with  the  five,  after  the  third  watch  of  the 
night,  these  two  men  got  ap  and  prepared  to  accompany 
ni,  bnt  we  tried  to  pnrsnnde  them  that  it  was  too  early 
for  tbem,  as  we  wished  to  avoid  pntting  them  to  death, 
seeing  no  prospect  of  advantage  in  it,  and  some  risk  of 
impediment  in  the  marder  of  tlie  other  five.  They 
bowever  persisted ;  hat  still  with  a  view  to  save  tbem, 
we  sent  on  three  or  fonr  Thngs  with  them  on  the  high 
road,  while  the  main  body  of  the  gang  set  ont  with  the 
five  on  the  bye  road  to  Pagdondee.  The  two  men  got 
alarmed  on  leaving  the  main  body,  and  insisted  on  rejoin- 
tng  as  on  the  Pngdnndee  road,  and  as  soon  as  tbey  came 
Bp  we  determined  to  pat  tbem  to  death  also,  and  placed 
six  Thngs  with  tbem  for  the  pnrpoae.  They  went  on 
with  them  to  the  Nalab,  where  we  osaally  killed  travek- 
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lerS)  about  two  cose  from  Biseynee,  and  there  pat  ihem 
to  death,  aad  concealed  the  bodies  in  the  Nalab,  We 
came  soon  after  the  five  aod  put  them  to  death  also,  and 
we  bnried  the  bodies  of  all  seven  tinder  some  stones, 

DepontioH  of  Bkoia    Buneea,  Jemadar  of  Thugi, 
27th  February  1833,  before  Captain  Sleeman. 

Three  and  half  years  a^o  1  joined  Mehrban,  Cheyn, 
Sheikh  Inaynt,  Dibba,  Sewdeen,  BbiLka,  and  Nanha  Je- 
madars, with  a  gang  of  altogether  eighty-five  Thugs,  and 
we  reaohed  the  tank  at  Sewagaqje  in  the  Myhir  Jageer, 
where  we  passed  the  night.  On  the  day  we  reached 
this  place,  the  advance  tents  of  a  Regiment,  on  its  way 
from  Jnbolpore,  were  passing,  and  we  consolted  npoa 
the  propriety  of  quitting  the  road,  and  determined  to  do  so. 
In  the  evening  two  honrs  before  dark  four  Hindoo 
travellers  came  op  on  their  way  from  Jabnlpore  towards 
Bandah,  and  we  invited  them  to  encamp  with  us.  One 
watch  before  daylight  we  were  preparing  to  set  oat,  and 
these  fonr  travellers  with  ns,  when  we  heard  the  voice  of 
a  hare,  and  this  we  took  for  a  very  bad  omen,  and  allowed 
the  travellers  to  pass  on.  Their  lives  were  saved  in 
consequence.  We  remained  there,  and  I  and  Sheikh 
Inayut  were  on  our  way  to  the  bank  of  the  tank  near  the 
village,  when  Ram  Bnksb,  the  son  of  Runna,  called  oat  and 
asked  as  to  smoke.  I  retnrned  to  him  alone,  and  sat  down 
with  him  by  the  fire  he  had  kindled  to  warm  himself. 
Sheikh  Inayut  went  on,  and  soon  after  fonr  sentries  came 
up,  and  sat  down  to  warm  themselves  by  the  same  fire, 
and  soon  after  went  on ;  one  of  them  lost  his  Regimental 
cap,  and  soon  after  they  had  gone,  he  came  back  and 
asked  me  whether  I  had  seen  it.  I  said  I  had  not ;  and  he 
went  back  on  his  road  to  Jabnlpore  to  search  for  it.  After 
this  a  gentleman  (Enropean)  came  upon  horse  back  and 
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aeeiog  a  yonng  mookey  under  a  tree  tied  to  b  hicldety, 
be  ordered  ibe  driver  to  pot  it  od  the  hftckery,  and  tbe 
driver  said  tbat  he  got  od  aod  off  when  he  liked^  and  the 
geDtlemao  weot  od.  The  son  waa  now  near  risiDg,  when 
Dhnn  Sing  approver  came  ap,  and  sat  dovn  to  warm 
bimself  b;  the  fire,  with  a  apear  in  hia  hand,  and  imioe- 
diately  after  bim  Dowlut  approver  came  op,  and  aatdowo 
to  warm  himself  at  the  lire,  which  tbe  party  of  Mossul- 
man  Thugs  had  jast  left  and  gone  on  towards  Belehree. 
He  aaw  in  the  fire  a  black  painted  stick,  which  we  had 
taken  three  days  before  from  the  five  men  whom  we  mur- 
dered at  Biseynee,  on  our  way  to  Sowagange,  and  the 
party  of  Uasanlmans  had  torn  np  and  thrown  into  tbe 
fire,  and  being  snob  a  stick  as  Hnrcarras  commonly  use, 
he  concluded  tbat  Thugs  bad  been  there.  He  called 
to  Dhnn  Sing  to  join  bim.  but  Dbnn  Sing  told  him  to 
oome  to  hia  fire,  and  he  came,  and  they  halted  together, 
and  we  over  heard  them  say  that  we  aeemed  a  large  gang 
of  both  Mussolmans  and  Hindoos,  and  though  we  did 
not  personally  know  either  of  them,  we  concladed  from 
their  discourse  that  they  were  spies.  By  this  time  a 
great  part  of  the  gang  had  gone  off,  and  the  others  were 
preparing  to  more,  when  Dihba  the  Baneea  called  out 
to  Sheikh  Inaent,  to  more  off.  He  replied  "  go  on  and  I 
vill  follow".  On  bearing  this,  the  approvers  rushed  in 
open  Sheikh  Inaent,  and  seised  his  horse  by  the  bridle. 
He  asked  whetiierthey  were  robbers,  and  while  they  ware 
scnffling,  the  rest  made  off.  Sheikh  Chaund  who  wai 
lately  bung  at  Sanger,  the  brother  of  Sheikh  Inaent, 
leaped  from  bis  horse  as  one  of  the  approvers  seized  bim 
by  tbe  bridle  and  fled  on  foot.  Sheikh  Inaent  was 
secured  aad  taken  away.  I,  Chimma,  and  Omeda  ranofi', 
and  reached  Guteearee  in  three  days,  travelling  night  end 
day.  We  rested  there  three  days  and  theo  weot  to  oar 
home  in  Tirwa  in  JTalone. 
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Ram  Buksh,  Dibba  and  others,  maling  a  party  of 
twenty-five  Tbags,  fled  on  tbe  road  to  Mirzapore  and 
Omurpatnn  and  in  their  flight  mnrdered  the  six  Gosaens 
at  Omnrpatun.  Three  days  afterwards  Bbikka  and  others, 
making  a  gang  of  twenty-five,  look  the  road  to  Betebree 
in  Jnbnlpore,  and  with  seven  travellers  whom  they  met 
there,  they  took  the  road  to  Biseynee,  where  tbey  pat 
them  to  death. 

When  Rambnksb,  Dibba,  aad  others  went  home  after 
the  affair  of  Omnrpaton,  ]  went  to  visit  them  in  the 
village  of  Tirwa,  in  the  Pergannab  of  Phnppond,  district 
Beiha,  and  there  I  heard  them  relate  the  circamstances 
of  that  afiair. 

Cross  Examined. 

The  five  men  mnrdered  at  Biseynee  were  a  MassaK 
man  trooper,  from  whom  wegotthestick,  two  blacksmiths 
and  two  shopkeepers.  Had  the  two  apprevers  called  ont 
Thugs  when  we  were  rnnaing  off,  we  must  have  been  all 
taken,  as  the  Sipahees  had  come  np,  and  there  were  many 
of  the  Hybere  Rajah's  horsemen  present.  They  called 
ont  and  said  the  fowls  had  gone  loose,  or  something  of 
that  kind. 

The  five  travellers  were  from  Hyderabad  on  their  my 
to  Benares,  and  we  fell  in  with  them  at  tbe  village  of 
Pooreyneea,  one  cose  and  a  qaarter  from  Sbabnognr  on 
tbe  road'  to  Belehree.  I,  Rambaksh  and  Sheikh  Inaent, 
with  a  party  of  two  Thngs,  had  left  Dibba,  and  tbe 
rest  of  the  gang  at  Sbahoagnr,  when  we  met  these  men 
at  Pooreyneea,  and  1  sent  back  with  them  Imanee, 
Dommee,  the  son-io-law  of  Dibba,  Bnksbee  and  other 
whose  name  I  forget,  with  a  inessage  to  Dibba  to  keep 
the  travellers.  Tbey  went  to  the  Shabnugnr,  and  Dibba 
invited  them  to  his  quarters,  and  we  joined  a  little  before 
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night.  We  had  come  on  to  Poore;neea  in  the  hope  of 
meetings  some  travellers  of  tbia  kind.  We  passed  the  night 
at  Shabnngnr,  and  in  the  morning  set  oat  with  the  tra- 
vellers, and  had  sent  on  Bilhae  to  choose  a  place  to  kill 
them  at,  bat  we  fonod  so  many  Brinjaras  encamped  along 
.  the  road  that  we  oonld  not  manage  it,  and  reached  Bsseynee 
where  some  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the  tank,  and  others 
took  np  their  quarters  in  the  shops  of  the  Bazar.  In  the 
morning  we  set  oat  about  sanrise,  and  three  cose  from 
Beseyneeat  a  Kalafa,  Sheikh  Inaent  gave  the  Jkirnee,  and 
they  were  seized  and  strangled  by  Mebrbao,  Dibba 
Cheyn,  Bhikka,  the  son  of  Snnnm  Isnree,  neither  of 
whom  is  yet  seized.  Their  bodies  were  baried  nnder 
stones  in  the  Nalah  ;  and  we  got  from  them  one  handred 
rupees  in  money,  fonr  handred  rnpees  Trorth  of  Gota, 
besides  olotbes  and  brass  pots.  On  a  division  we  got 
abont  five  rnpeea  each.  The  bodies  were  pointed  ont 
last  year  by  Ran  Bnksh  to  Chnnder  Seen  Sobahdar's 
party;  Cbittooa  got  a  mare  in  this  affair  and  she  was 
taken  from  him  by  a  Sepahee  of  the  Radjegar  R^ab, 
stationed  at  the  village  of  Gonoara,  as  a  pick-pocket  told 
biffl  that  Cbittooa  was  a  Thag,  and  he  made  off  witbont 
his  mare  or  pony.  He  Nalah  is  abont  two  cose  and  half 
from  Hoppa.    No  other  village  it  near  the  place. 

(Trne  Translation,) 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEHAN,  P.  A. 
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APPENDIX    K. 


GANGS  ARRESTED  AT  KOTAH. 


To  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Princl.  Atsitt.  Commissiontr,  Saugor. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  boDor  to  acknowleilge  tbe  receipt 
of  yonr  letter  dated  19th  instant,  and  of  its  enclosares, 
and  to  forward  to  yoa  in  reply  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  Captain  CauIGeld  to  Sir  David  Ochterlony, 
dated  25th  Jane  1822,  and  of  Sir  David  Ochterlony's 
reply  9th  Jaly  1832. 

2.  The  Persian  Deposition  referred  lo  by  Captain 
CaDl6eld  baa  not  been  foand  ;  indeed  I  am  led  to  believe 
that  it  is  no  longer  in  existeooe,  tbe  Persian  records  of 
tiiBt  year  having  been  destroyed  by  vhite  ants.  My 
reference  to  the  Riy  Rana  in  whose  immediate  keeping 
tbe  Thags  in  qaestion  were,  has,  I  regret  to  say,  been 
equally  nnsnccessfnl.  A  copy  of  his  Vakeel's  reply  is 
herewith  aubmitled. 

(Signed)    L.  WILKINSON, 

Offg.  Political  Agent  in  Harowtee. 

HaroKtu  Agency,  Camp'% 

Gooreea  of  Jeypore,     > 

theSSd  Januarg,  1834.) 
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(Copy.) 

To  SIR  DAVID  OCHTERLONY,  Bart. 

Resident,  &;c.  £fc. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Persian 
Deposition  of  forty-four  Thieves,  a  tranalatioo  of  which 
has  already  been  furnished  by  Captain  Waagh.  The 
Raj  Rana  has  been  in  the  habit  of  pnoishiDg'  all  ^reat 
offenders  with  death,  npon  their  being  first  apprehended ; 
bqt  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  men  in  question  were 
taken  into  custody,  renders  sach  severity  at  Ibis  remote 
period  impracticable.  He  is  therefore  desirons  of  receiving 
instructions  relative  to  their  disposal  from  you.  I  should 
have  declined  troubling  you  npon  this  qnestion,  and 
should  have  informed  tbe  Raj  Rana  that  he  was  competent 
to  determine  their  destiny,  had  not  the  decision  been 
previously  thrown  npon  you. 

(Signed)    J.  CAULFIELD, 

Political  Agent  tn  Haroxtee. 
Kolah,  2Slk  June,  1822. 


To  J.  CAULFIELD,  EsQUiRE* 

Political  Agent  in  Harowtee. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  ander  date  tbe  39th  June,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Swinton,  relative  to  a  gang  of 
Robbers  apprehended  by  the  Kotah  authorities,  at  the 
desire  of  Captain  Wangfa,  end  in  reply,  have  the  boant  to 
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.^•cqaaiDt  yoa  for  the  information  of  Goveromflnt,  that  the 
said  gang:  are  now  emplojed  on  tbe  roads  in  the  vioiaity 
of  the  loffD. 

I  have,  &o.  &o. 

(Signed)    D.  OCHTERLONY. 

Regident. 
9tA  July,  1822. 

(True  CopieB,) 
(Signed)    L.  WILKINSON, 

Offg.  Political  Agent. 


Letter  from  Ahmed  Buksh,  writer  in  the  Agent's  Office, 
Kotah. 

I  have  searched  in  vain  for  copies  of  the  papers  for- 
varded  to  Sir  David  Ochterlony  on  the  25th  Jane  1822, 
as  the  papers  of  that  year  have  been  destroyed  by  white 
ants. 

Letter  from  Bhowanee  Persaud,   Vakeel  of  the  Kotah 
Chief 

I  have  asked  my  master  about  the  forty-five  Thags,  and 
be  states  that  they  were  oonRoed  ten  or  twelve  years  ago 
in  the  Poltan,  bat  what  became  of  them  after  that  Pnltnn 
was  disbanded,  he  knows  not. 


To  CAPTAIN  W.  H,  SLEEMAN, 

Princl.  Aisist.  to  the  Commissioner,  Saugor, 
Sir, 

Iiest  the  following  list  of  Thngs,  formerly 
kept  in  imprisonment  by  Colonel  CanlGeld  at  Kotah  for 
some  years,  shoald  prove  of  any  service  to  yon,  I  do 
myself  the  honor  to  enclose  it. 
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It  has  bean  obtBined  from  Bhimntee  Jemadsr  aiMk 
Nnthoo  Soparya  who  were  of  the  party,  aad  may  be 
compared  with  sach  lists  as  yon  may  already  have  by  yon. 

(Signed)    D.  F.  McLEOD, 

3t.  a.  a.  G.  G. 
Ajmere,  the  9lk  Dec.  1833. 


£M   <•/    Tkttgt    that 

Mr.   McLtod'i  UtUr   t^  the  9(A 
.   ISaS,    (0   Captain    W. 
Slttma.1t,  P-  A.  Cr.  Saugor. 


Rtmarki  bg  Captain  W.  H. 
SUanan,  Oeiur^  Suptrin- 
tendtnt,  J»lg,  tS}&. 


1  B)iimia«B  Jemkdar,  Lodhee, ....  ApproTer,  seit«d. 

3  Banifa  Chomar  his  compaDioD,  De«d. 

3  Bbore,  ion  of  HikhuD,  Lodbee,  Seised,  approver. 

4  6an»b,bi.  brother,  ditto J  Ditto    and  died  in  San- 

'  (     gor  Jail,  approver. 

6  Podma,  hii  brotber,  ditto,   ....  HangatSaagor  1832. 

6  Handhata  Itl.tonof  Da1pat,do.,  Seized,  apptover. 

7  PiitDinaookh,bisnncle,dilto,  ...  Died  ia  Saugot  Jail. 

8  Boodhooa,  ion  of  Paramiook  do.  Hong  at  Sanger  1833. 

"  "diuJr.^'!'!°.'I.°.'.'l'.".'!".'!:i  Hu.|;.lS..so.l833. 

10  HohoD,  fatber-io-Iaw  of  Uan- 1  m  j  ■    a  t  'i 

dhaw.dttto, J  Died  in  Saajor  Jail. 

11  Gnneifa  Naee,  bii  oomp anion,...  Approver,  in  Sao^r  Jail. 
13    Harnacnr,  Lodhee,.; Ditto,  ditto  ditto. 

13  HnnneaBamorBebareepore.do.  Hang  at  SRagor  1833. 

14  Bisban,  ditto, Traniported  1833. 

15  Sohabal,bia  son,  ditto,  Transported  1632. 

16  Dhnnnoo,  ditto,   Dead. 

17  Karhorch,    adopted   of  Bieb*  >  t>-.j 

oboo,  ditto,    5"  "*"■ 

18'   Hobnna,  ditto, Hung  at  Jonra  1829. 

19    Dheer,ioaofDorjao,ditlo,  Died  in  Sanger  Jail. 

SO    Keharee,ditto, In  Jabnipore  Jail. 

St    BalkiibDo,   ditto,  Hong  at  Saogor  1833. 

SS    Nunga,  bU  ion,  ditto,    Died  ia  Saogor  Jail. 

33    GangapaisbaudUiiar,,,,^. HangatSiugoi  1832. 
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24  Doorca  Lobar, Dead. 

25  Bnljoo  Lobar, Dillo. 

2S  Khoda  Buhtb,  Hnuulman.......  Hangat  Sangor  1833. 

37  AEim,  Unssnlmaii, I>ead. 

38  NuthoD,  MaMnlman,    Sopnrja,  Approier,  aeized. 
98  Knreema,  dilto,  ditto TraDipoited  1832. 

30  Goljee  Jemadar,  dillo,  dillo,  ...  Dead. 

31  Khoda  BnliRh,  diUo.ditlo,  Dilto. 

33  Dew«,  dillo Died  at  Kolah. 

38  Lall  Khnn,  Maitulmaa,  Died  in  Saa^or  Jail, 

34  PirooB,  his  iod,  UuHolman,  ...  Traniporled  1832. 
3d  Kadir,  of  Sucdoni,  dillo, Dead. 

33  Khooda    Balcsb,    iob  of  Gob- 1  ..  „ 

booB,  his  brother, f  Hnng  1833. 

37  Sirawan,  Lodbee,  At  large,  (I.) 

"  '■"s"",".','"?...'!";...'.".!'"..."'}  "■»". p) 

30    Pursram, (2d)da. sonofLaljo,  ...    Dilto,  (3) 

40  Jowabir,  do.' brother-in-law  of  r      o  ,      .       .  ■     »  -i 

jjo._  4^ _      t     Seised  and  id  Jail. 

41  KinhoT,  do.  hitbrollwr, ,.    At  large,  (4.) 

43  Tejana,  ditto, Died  in  Saogor  Jail.' 

43  Soolihooa,  do.  Chela  of  No.  13,...  At  Itige,  (6.) 

44  Tewnn,  UuHnlman,  Sopnrja,...  Ditto,  (6.) 

45  Phoolaa  Eolee, Died  in  Saagor  Jail 

46  Darrear  dilto  ( '^"""P*"''*''  f™"  1-odoro 

)      1820. 

Besides  these,  there  were  seized  at  the  time  and  kept 
in  conGnemeDt  though  not  belonging  to  this  gang— 

Imftm  Khan    and         Koeliaa,    bolh   at  large ;  their  ears 
Boobratee,  have  been  partially  cnt.   The  real  por- 

4)ertratorg  of  the  affair  which  led   to  the  arrest,  are  said 
to  have  been  Feringeea,  and  his  part;  of  about  thirty  men 
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who  were  released  after  one  day's  cotifinement.  Th'e' 
vhole  of  tbe  above  list  however  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
coQvicted  by  reference  to  Kotah. 

(Signed)    D.  F.  McLEOD, 

Jr.  A,  A.  G.  Gl. 


Lut  nf  TkKg$  indtr  Feringeta  wha  tUmarkM  by  Coploin  W, 

Ktrt    apprtktadta    at     Kalah    and  •!          H.    SUeman,    Gtntral 

Tiltaud   ^fltr    hoeing    thtir   facet  ^         Sajurinlendtnt,     JtUg, 

blaclittud  In  Hit.  16S6. 


Still  at  Liirob. 

CSi  Of    Marnaee,     present 

Kullooa.ionaf  Nondlal  Lohai,^  rcsidenoe   in  the  Bor- 

^  h  an  pore  Di  atria  t. 

Jndae,  brolbet  of  Kullooa, 20  Retidence  of  OUta. 

f  40  Ditto    of    ditto — arreat- 


r 


,  „        n  ■       .  }         ed   «l  Borbkopore    by 

oof  DeeaRajpool,  ...  ^         Lieutenant      Grebain, 
November,  IS35. 

4  Dhnn  SinK>  '"«  of  Kuree 60  Ditto  of  Ditto. 

5  NonKoo,»oiiorPanchundMBi-r^  Stillatl.rge.of Murnao. 

6  Bodhooa,  brother  of  Nuogoo,...    30  Ditto  of  Ditto. 

7  Khooda    Bukxbn,    rod   of    Ro-)40  Still  at  large,  of  Siod' 

hBeokban,  Muuuiman, >  ODie. 

8  Rodbon,  SOD  of  Gomao 38  Do.  at  Sohow  to  JhalonO 

9  Dhtirinjeot.    adopted   of  Heo- )  ^  ^^^^     ^j  Mornaee. 

ra,  Hu»Dlmaa ) 

10  Poera,    son    of    Mao,  MqmuI- J  40  Ditto,  of  Jopor,  nowim- 

Dt^Q , [  prisoned  mt  Kotab. 

11  Ooolbee.aoD  ofHan.ditto 32  Ditto  of  Ditto. 

12  Ajeetn,  son  of  Goman  SEn^,  do.    65  Ditto  of  Ditto. 

13  Rubeoma,  brother  of  Ajeela,...    45  Ditto  of  Ditto.    ■ 

14  Dewa,  brother  of  ditto     40  Ditto  ot  Ditto. 

1&    Lalkhan,  aoD  of  Runjeet,  Mas-  [45  Ditto  Ralh«ur  in  San- 

sulman - J         BO'- 

16    Bodhooa.tlia»Soiiisheta,Bonof  i25  Do.of  Ratbgur  ia  Sttt- 

Lallcban, J         fior. 
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JAit  a/  Tkvgi  tmdtr  FtrMffet  icho 
let  re  apprthnded  el  Ketak  and 
Ttleaied  q/lrr  hating  their  /aee* 
blackened  in  18SX. 


Remnrkt  bi/  Captain  W.  H. 
SImann,  Gtntral  AtfitriB- 
frndent,  July,  1B3S. 


Dead,  punished  and  otherwise  dispoted  off. 

1  Dhaniropaal  Brahniii] Dead. 

2  C botes  Jemadar, Hang  at  Saagor  in  1B32. 

3  CbadamcB,  Hang  at  Saogorin  1B32. 

4  Bhowaaee  Kajpool,    DiedatSaagor. 

6    Mollooa,   Approver. 

6  Karhoree, ^  Ditto. 

7  BaphtcB,   approver,  Ditto. 

8  Hadboo,    Ditto. 

9  Khandee   Brahmin,  Dead. 

10  Dulela,  brother  of  ditto,   Died  al  Dbar. 

11  Nangee,    Hangat  Saagor  ia  1832, 

12  Akboreea  Huiaulman,  Dead. 

13  Bahadoora Traosporled. 

14  Jalla,  brother  of  Bahadoora,  ...  Dead. 

16    Peera  Unualman, Traniporled. 

16  Laok, Ditto. 

17  Dh  a  rum  Khan  Jemadar,  Dead. 

15  HandhaU  Biabmie,  Hang  at  Sangor  in  1833. 

19    Mddh  Ram  Jemadar,  Hung  at  Saagor  in  1S33.  , 

30  Pndama  Lodbee Hang  at  Saagor  in  1B33. 

31  Dorgah   Lobar,  DiedatKotth. 

33    Lall  Khan,  Approver,  dead. 

33  Bahadoor  HnMolman,  Dead. 

34  Parmeanree  Lodbee, Died  In  Saagor  Jail. 

35  Bikram  Lodboe, Hnng  at  Saagor  in  1833. 

3S    Abdoolla, Hung  at  Sangor  in  18S2. 

37  Knrkoree,  100  of  Laljoo Dead. 

38  Bakbhan  Lohar Hang  at  Jabnipore  1831. 

29  Gubda,  nnoteofHandbataappr.,  Dead. 

30  Dheer  Lodbee, Died  in  Sangor  Jail. 

SI    BaveKhan  Hoinlman, Traniporled. 

32    dMlcoKbansfSeiODje, Dead. 
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g  fcloctowd  M  ISM.  lo<il~l,  JKij  18S5. 

33  Dhswkul  LodhM,  Hodk  atSinsorin  1833. 

34  Snbha  HDMnIman, Hnag  a(  Saagor  in  1833. 

35  Shir  Khan  Kooeleen  Jemadar,...  Hqdk  at  SausoTia  1833. 
38    HoormatKhan Hnag  at Neempanee, 

37    HardaD  Lmlhee, Hang  at  Saafor  in  1832. 

SB    Saadnt  Jemadar,  Dead. 

3D    Bbowanee,  SOD  of  Hooka Dead. 

40  Bodhee  Baneaafa,  Han^  al  Jobolpore. 

41  HodoOB  Rajpoot,  Hnogat  Jubalpore. 

43  Shera  MnHnlman, Dead. 

44  Khodabgkaha  Hosialman,  ....  Tranapatted. 
46    Paharee  UuMolmaD,  '. Ditto. 

46  Dorfha  alia*  Sheia  Muuulman,  Id  Saugor  Jail. 

W.  H.  SLEEMAIf. 


(Copy.) 
.    To  CAPTAIN  CAULFIELD, 

Political  Agent,  Harowtee. 
Sir, 

I  ha?e  the*  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  year  Utter  witb  depositions,  and  to  acquaint 
■yaa  I  have  some  time  sioce  made  a  reference  to  Govero- 
ment  od  the  sabject. 

There  does  not  seem  a  doubt  from  the  deposition  that 
the  fur  greater  part,  if  not  all  this  band,  were  associated 
fur  purposes  of  plunder,  and  though  no  one  act  oon  be 
brought  home  to  them,  e^Lcept  on  their  own  recital,  it 
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voold  appear  dangeroas  to  let  loose  such  a  set  of  mis- 
creants to  prey  opon  the  public.  If  therefore  the  Raj 
Rana  coold  be  induced  to  retain  those  who  by  their  own 
coDfession  are  professionally  thieves,  in  some  sort  of 
restraint  and  bard  tabor,  similar  to  oar  punishment  of 
working  on  the  roads,  I  sbonld  hope  the  very  terror  of 
snch  punishment  would  have  a  beneficial  effect,  and 
perhaps  prove  more  salutary  than  the  indiotiDn  of  capital 
punishment. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  your  suggesting  this 
measure  to  the  Raj  Rana,  at  the  same  time  informing 
him  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  act  in  this  case,  as  in  all  other 
matters  of  interna)  administration,  as  be  deems  moat 
advantageous  to  the  public  interests. 

(Signed)        D.  OCHTERLONY. 

Resident. 
Neemuch.  Ike  26f  A  June,  1623. 
(True  Copy,) 

(Signed)        W.  H.  TREVELYAN. 

4(A  Assutt.  A.  Gr.  Gl. 
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APPENDIX  L. 

ARR£STS  AT  BHOPAUL  IN  1820. 


To  CAPTAIN  STEWART, 

Acting  Resident  at  Scindheea't  Court.    ■ 
Sir, 

Some  moaths  ago  several  highway  robbe* 
ties,  and  mnrders  of  a  rery  atrocious  oatare  were  com- 
mitted in  this  District.  A  Dumber  of  tbe  perpetrators 
including  three  Jemadars  vere  shortly  afterwards  appre- 
hended, and  from  the  confessions  of  a  few  individuals  it 
appeared  that  they  belonged  to  some  large  gangs  of 
Thugs  who  had  come  chiefiy  from  the  banks  of  the 
Jumna  and  Chumbul.  The  first  depositions  however  did 
not  afford  precise  information  regarding  the  names  of  the 
principal  members  of  the  confederacy  or  their  places  of 
abode,  bat  one  of  tbe  Jemadars  has  now  given  a  declara- 
tion stating  these  particulars  so  minately  that  it  may 
perhaps  afford  tbe  means  of  apprehendiog  the  greater 
nnmber  of  the  leaders. 

2.  This  declaration  states  that  there  are  about  twelve 
handred  men  who  follow  the  profession  of  Tbngs,  according 
to  a  regular  system ;  that  after  the  Dahsehra  and  Dewalee 
they  set  ont  in  gangs  under  their  several  Jemadars  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country,  assuming  various  disguises,  and 
return  to  tbir  homes  before  the  commencement  of  the 
rains  -,  that  with  tbe  exception  of  a  few  residing  in  Saugor, 
Jalonn,  and  the  neighboarbood  of  Jhansee,  the  residenceof 
th6  great  body  is  within  a  very  small  tract,  in  Sciudbeea's 
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territories,  near  the  baoks  of  the  SinJ  aad  within 
seven  or  eight  cose  from  those  of  the  Jamna ;  that  about 
two  years  ago  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Jemadars  were 
seized  and  confined  by  an  officer  in  Scindheea's  service 
named  Roy  Sing  Uavildar,  commonly  called  the  Hnrda 
Wallah,  who  after  some  months  released  them  on  the  pay- 
ment of  a  line  amoantingto  rnpoes  11,250;  that  a  reqaisi- 
tion  was  made  about  that  time  or  shortly  afterwards,  by  the 
Magistrate  of  Etawa  for  the  apprehenaion  aad  surrender 
of  the  individuals,  but  that  only  one  man  named  Durroo, 
who  bad  been  noable  to  pay  his  share  of  fine,  was  sent  to 
the  Magistrate,  the  rest  having  been  previously  released. 

3.  The  enclosed  list  contains  the  names  of  the  indi- 
viduals designated  as  Jemadars  who  are  said  to  inhabit 
that  part  of  Scindheea's  territories  before  referred  to.  It 
is  stated  that  nearly  the  whole  of  them  reside  with  their 
followers,  in  five  villages,  contiguons  to  or  within  very 
short  distances  of  each  other,  the  names  of  which  are 
Onjha,  Surote,  Nndna,  Parosa  and  Pnrsal. 

4.  For  your  further  information  in  case  yon  should 
think  it  proper  to  take  any  steps  in  consequence  of  the 
communication,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
depositioD  of  Kulleean  Sing  Jemadar,  taken  in  Persian. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)    CA.  MOtONT, 

Commisaiotur  in  the  Nurhudda. 

Jubulpore  Office  of  Commiationer,  l 
1*(  October,  1820.  } 

(True  Copy.) 

(Signed)    C.  A.  MOLONY. 

Commisaioaer  in  the  Nurhudda. 
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LiM  ^  Thii»,  thai  aceampatutd  Mr. 
Molms'a  Utter  of  Ih*  Ut  Octobtr 
1890,  la  Coplaui  3lt>eart,  RttiitAt 

,    at  Gwalivr. 


Bmark*  by  Capim  W.  H. 
Sltenum,  Gourst  SiipeHK- 
Itndent,  July,  IBSG. 


Monuirar      Kbao     of    Naii»  I  □  ■    ji        j 
Pnrlbaa  .  |-Seiaed&.mftdekaBpproTer, 

Tmjoo  alias  T»j  Khan  adopted  I  „„„,  ,,  o.„„, 
of  Mopnwar,  „....  J  ^""^  "  Saacor. 

SubiookLodbeeaaa  of  Bansee,    Died  atGwalior. 

Kbooman    MaiolmaD    aoa    of)n-  jt    c  t  -■ 

Sjfoo \  "'•^  '■  ^"5*"  ^*'•■ 

Nnnkoo  alias   Nunoalcolae  iodI,    a  t  •■ 

ofHeera, f  lo  Sangor  Jail. 


Hurling  Boy    Brabmin   i 
Siogb, 


}  Died  at  Samtnr. 


7  Hamah  i  Ditto,  aeind  and   made  bd    ' 

'  (      approver  at  Saagor. 

8  Hahraj  Partack  BrahmiD  Bon  of  C  Drowned bimaelfoii  hia  way 

Snrdoo, (      to  Sanger  from  fiigbt. 

S    Dirgpaal  ton  of  Nflwttl, Hung  at  Saagor. 

10  AualntKhaiKoa  of  Uungul,...    Seieed  and  in  Saagor  Jail. 

11  All;  Kban  son  of  Roshnn,  ....     Hang  at  Saugor. 

U    Euisolc.orKi<i>aleSlnsb |  S.iz.d  j»,d  died  i.  J.b.l- 

"  "jiSLl"!'.'""  J^"" .'.°.°...°'.\ T""l»"«''  '">"  S"l!=>. 

14  HachnI  nephew  of  preceding,. ..    Died  at  hit  borne. 

16  Kboman   Lodhee,   Died  in  Jnbalpore  Jail. 

16  Bhime  Lodbee  son  of  Jhandee,..    At  Sangor,  approver. 

17  Chinta  Lodbee  aoaofBhowanee,    Seiced  and  in  Saugor  Jail. 

18  Bieboo   Lodbee  aon   of  Pnlhee  [  n.,„.jt  ~..j.  ._  — ™— . 

fat  iarre  'i  \  Seized  Sc  made  an  approver. 

IB    Harteelee  Branda  aon  of  Pnn-  {  ii„__  ..  a  _ 

ebon I  '^'"'S  «t  Sangor. 

30    lalim  Brahmin  aon  of  Buljoo, ...    Ditto  Ditto. 

SI     Bndam  Slug  son  of  Ramjoo,  ...    Approverio  JBiI,iincedead> 

22  Knnhye  Aheer  son  of  Bhawa- t  Seised    and   died  a(  Aia- 

nee  (at  large,) )      neeabaa  in  Joadpore. 

23  Thnkoree    aon    of     Bhowanee  }  Seised  and  in  Saugor  Jail, 

Aheer,' {     approver. 
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£u(  o/  Tkugi,  Ihat  accempanitd  Mr. 
MelM^'i  UlttT  nf  t\t  Ut  Oclobtr 
1830  to  Captain  Stnorf,  Hcndni 
al   Gwotior. 


RmmtJu  ty  Caplom  If.  B. 
Sltemaii,  General  Suptroi- 
Indeni,  JiOf  IBU. 


^  "Tp^f""  ''""""'"  ""'  [  Died  tD  Hutu  J.il. 

*°  "n/woi''    ^'*'''*  "|'*P''*.°[ [Died  in  Sango.  Jail. 

87  Dnrroo  md  oflnohm,  Hdhk  al  Jowra, 

3S  HnnKal   Sing  Lodbae  aon    o'lpead. 

30  Manasb  HuHalmMiraDor, Ditto. 

30  NnngooBOD  of   preoediog Dillo. 

31  Oaneak  Brahmin  ion  of  Knnhjv,    Traoiported. 

33  Paoholee  Biahmin   aon  of  Ua-CSent  to  Hydrabad  by  Hr. 

hadeo,  )     MoloDj. 

33  DdImId  MiuialinaD, Died  at  borne. 


Remarluif  Caplain 


Ho  na  war  Kb  an, 

Har  Singh  Ro; 

UuDiah, 

Di'gpaal,   

AaaalatKban,   

and  Khooman  Lodbee, 


1,  ApprOTOT  at  Saugor. 

6,  Died  at  Samtar. 

7,  Approval  at  Saagor, 
9,  Hung  at  Saagor. 

10,  Seised  and  in  Saagot 

Jail.  Hang. 
16,  Died  at  Jabnlpore. 


The  foHowiDg  individnals  are  believed  to  have  been 
coDcerned  in  some  of  the  marders  committed  io  these 
district! : 

Rtmorlu  bg  Copt.  Sltewuai,  1831. 

AialntKhan No.  10,  In  Sangur  Jaii.  Hung.' 

AIIj  Khan,   „     11,  Bung  at  Saagor. 

Kamole  Sing, 12,  Died  in  Jabulpoie  JaU. 
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Rmmark*  tg  Copt.  Staawm,  U3A. 

DhnTDD)  Kbaa, No.     13,  Transported. 

Mnebul „     14,  Died  «t  his  homa.  " 

NooT  KliiD „    26,  Died  in  Hutuh  Jail. 

Hangnl  SioK,  „    28,  Dead. 

The  following  individnals  are  stated  to  have  been 
coDoerned  in  murders  aod  robberies  io  Ibe  Saagor 
district : 

MoaawaTEhao, No.  1,  Approver  atSangor. 

Tej  Kban, ,  2,  Hang  at  Saagor. 

Subaoolili  Loiibee,  „  3,  Died  at  Owalior. 

KbooDan  Muunlmaa, „  4,  Died  in  Sangor  JaiJ. 

Nnnkoo,    ,,  6,  la  Saugor  Jail. 

Besides  the  Jemadars  named  in  tbe  above  lists,  it  is 
stated  by  Knlleeaa  Sing  that  tbe  priacipal  Sirdar  of  tbe 
whole  body  is  a  man  named  Roy  Sing,  a  Brahmin,  com- 
monly called  the  Etawah-walla  ;  vho  has  taken  a  farm  of 
sayer  or  custom  duties  at  Mnlharghur. 

(Signed)    C.  A.  MOLONY, 

Commiaaiomr  in  tAs  Nurbudda. 


To  T.  H.  MAD0OCK,  Esquirb, 

Acting  Agent  to  the  Governor  General, 

Juhulpore, 
Sir, 

I  bare  the  honor  to  send  yon  a  copy  of  the 
.declaration  of  a  man  named  Knlleean  Sing,  who  with 
several  others  was  apprehended  some  months  ago  oa 
snspicion  of  being  concerned  in  several  marders  and 
robberies  committed  in  these  districts. 
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3.  Itia  stated  tfant  lome  mnrders  were  alio  oonlinitted 
Id  the  Saa^r  district  by  the  g*ng  of  Tfaagi  deioriba4 
by  Kalleeaa  &iag,  aod  that  some  individaals  belooging 
to  the  gan^g  are  now  residing  in  Saagor  and  Bandelcnnd. 

3.  The  following  are  the  persons  designated  as  Tfaaga, 
said  ta  be  residisg  in  the  Saugor  district,  in  a  village 
sitaated  aboot  one  and  a  half  cose  S.  W.  from  Dhamov. 


Lul  of  Thagi  that  Knnqwidnl  tfr.  Jfo- 
imjr't  Utter  qf  lltt  lit  Oct.  ISaO,  ta 
Mr.  IHatdnck,  Jcling  Agtnl  GpMniDr 
Gtntrat,  JubtUport. 


Jowahir  Brahmin,  a  Jemadar, Died  in  Saagoi  lait. 

Oooroa  Lodbec,  a  Jenadar,  oalli-s 

kimaeir  a  Rajpooi,  and  aHames  i 

alio   ths  name   of  Keiniee   and  r 

TBiioti*  oiher  aatDes.    Il  i*  latd  S    la  Bangor  Jdl. 

that  he  bai  titeaij-fife  or  ibirtjf 

foilovrcii  Id  differcDt  fillaBU  in  \ 

tba  Dfllgb  boar  hood,    J 

^Vill'!  *^!!"!'':. "?..!'.!  °.°°!!"  \  1°  S"8"  '•"• 

Bukat  DitM, Died  In  Saofor  Jail. 

Bndhoo  Ditto, Dltts    Ditto. 

Jn  the  Timm  ofDhamov, 

LaljooBrabnin,  Id Saagor Jail, 

Mebrbao  Brahmin,  ,....„„ Ditto    Oitlo. 

In    a   village    named    Hare«ad«h) 

about  Tour  cose  north  rrom  Hnl->  laSangor  jB|l,approTer, 

tab  Habaiook  Brahmin ) 

Pancbee,  ditto  ditto  ditto, Id  Saogor  Jail,  approver. 

Jn  a  tillage  named  Seloda  or  Selondah,   Purgunah 
Khemlasah, 

Jnnoo  MuHBlman,  son    or   Nan-)  At  larite,  and  in  Owaliof 

don,    )         diatiiot— aiacfl  seiied. 

PooDoo  HniaalBao,  ion  ofSodee,...  Died  Id  Saagor  Jail, 

Boop  8ah  Hnitalaiaii,  s«n  of  Oedlet,  Ditd  at  bis  bonaa. 
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>   4.     The  Thags  stated  to  be  residiD^  in  Bnndelcnnd 

are .  aa    follows.      Id   a  village  three    cose   last    from 
Mhow. 


£iH  nf  Thitgi  that  accempanud  Mr.  Ma- 
lany't  Utter  rf  tht  \tl  Oct.  1830,  U 
Kt.  Ma4dcck,  Acting  Agtfil  Gnwnur 
Gtntral,  JtUnlport, 


PaTDmioohb  HuMnlman,  a  JemB- 
dar;  be  Is  Mid  to  bate  irithhjm 
Iwentj-fiva  or  thitt;  follaweri, 


"} 


In  the  Toton  of  Mhow. 


Baddje  JemadarHuHalmaDiianof  ) 

DnrroD  at  }»T%e,  sad  ii  laid  lo  be  >  la  tbe  Jnbalpoia  JaiL 

la  Cbaoder  IlakftGiralior,  } 

Ooolab  Kbao  HnuoImaD,  bod  of)  ■•    a     .._  ...• 

D.rroo f  '"S.ajor  I>ll. 

MoanooMDunlman, Died  at  home. 


In  tteo  coMtiguout  villages  named  Roopapora  a«d  Komra- 
poora,faur  coae  north-vat  from  Jkalone. 

Bhoora  Khan  JemRdar.ioDDrKemoo,      HdD(  at  Sangor. 
Doorga,  aliai  Narain  Sing  Jema-^ 

di*Liict, } 

5.  From  several  depositions  it  appears  that  Bhoora 
Khan  and  Parnmsook,  Jemadars,  were  the  principal 
persons  concerned  in  a  very  atrocions  murder  committed 
at  Jbansee  Ghaatia  this  district. 

6.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  also  copies  ofdepo- 
sitioDs  of  a  man  named  Thakoor  Persaod,  taken  before 
Miyor  McPhersoD,  which  contain   forther  information 
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regardtog  perions  said  to  be  Thags,  residing  m  the 
dEftriot  of  Saagor,  and  morders  alleged  to  have  been 
eomiiiitted. 

7.  I  have  also  the  boDor  to  send  for  yoar  information 
the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Acting 
Resident  at  the  Scindheea's  Coart  on  the  snbjeot  of  the 
gang  described  in  Kolleean  Sing's  deposition. 

(Signed)        C.  A.  MOLONY, 

CopunUtioner  in  the  Nurbudda. 

(A  true  Copy,) 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEUAK, 

P.  A.  A.  G.  O. 

Jvbtdpore  Comt's.  Office,  ? 
'   Ut  October,  1830.        j 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  Captain  Stewart,  Acting  Rsti- 
dent  at  Gwalior,  from  Mqjor  HenUy,  Poll.  Agent, 
BAopaul.  dated  the  S2d  March,  1820. 

Pan.  6th,  No   less   than  fifty-five   of  the   mnr- 

derers,  denominated  Thngs,  were  apprehended  six  days 
ago  and  brought  in  here.  Althongh,  I  fear,  I  can  only 
obtain  sufficient  proof  to  enable  me  to  institnle  proceed- 
ings against  eight  of  the  number,  yet  as  there  is  no  doabt 
of  the  whole  of  them  sapportiog  themselves  fay  these 
practices,  I  have  deemed  it  an  indispensable  measure 
of  precaatiou  to  disarm  them,  and  after  transmitting  an 
aconrate  description  of  their  persons  to  all  the  principal 
towns,  to  remove  them  out  of  Malwa,  with  a  strict  prohi- 
bition against  theii  retorning.    The  whole  of  tb^m  are 
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Batires  of  tba  provinoes  on  the  Jamoa,  between  Etavkb 
and  Allahabftd.  Nearly  fifty  persona  have  fallen  viotinu 
to  mnrdererg  of  thin  description  in  this  part  of  Mfdwa,  in 
the  coarse  of  a  few  months. 

DeporitioK  of  J^iioor  Perikad,  Bhopal  Hurearra,  . 
3d  September,  ISai. 

Aboat  fonrteea  years  a^o,  I  went  with  a  gang  of  aboat 
forty  Thugs,  from  my  residence  at  Mornae  to  Bhopaal, 
where  we  were  all  taken  Dp  oa  sngpioion  by  the  Nowab's 
ofiScers,  and  sent  to  Major  Henley,  the  Agent  to  Sehore, 
bnt  he  was  at  that  time  ont  on  his  circuit  of  the  districts. 
One  Horcarra  was  gent  with  ns,  and  about  one  cose  and 
a  half  from  the  village  of  Knttora,  he  was  strangM  by 
one  of  the  gang  named  Hindoo,  who  was  lately  bnng  at 
'  Indore,  and  the  body  was  Ibrown  into  a  Nalab,  where  it 
was  concealed  by  the  long  grass. 

We  then  went  off  to  Sohod,  which  is  aboat  eighteen 
cose  from  Ojeyn,  where  we  mnrdered  fonr  people  and 
got  booty,  which  on  a  division,  gave  to  each  a  quarter  of 
a  seer  of  gold.  I  was  at  the  time  at  Hatteea,  which  is 
fifteen  oose  from  Sohud.  Of  the  Thngs  of  this  gang 
some  have  been  seized. 

1  Thakoor  Persbad  Jemadar — deponent. 

5  Uottellee  Jemadar — hang  at  Saugor,  1833. 

3  Zaiim  Jemadar— dead. 

4  Goonianee. 

Two  Jemadars  not  seized. 

6  Mateea. 
6  Bichoea. 
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Ba^uituvtfnm  tha  Bhopaut  Agtnt.  19th  Sept.  1631. 

In  reply  to  Captaia  Sleemaa's  reference,  with  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Nowab  of  Bhopaal,  states  tbat  about 
twelve  years  ago,  a  gang  of  men  who  seemed  to  be 
Behreeas,  or  vagrants,  had  beea  seized  at  Bhopani,  od 
aaspioioQ  of  beiog  Tbogs,  and  tbat  they  bad  all  been  sent 
off  to  M^jor  Henley  at  Sehore,  the  then  Agent,  fant  tbat 
information  of  their  escape  was  reoeived  three  days  after, 
and  as  the  Hnrcarra  never  returned,  they  concluded  he 
Igad  been  murdered  by  the  Thags. 

(Signed)        L.  WILKINSON. 

Poll.  Agent. 

APPENDIX    M. 
DOWSA  AFFAIR,  No.  169. 

Deposition  of  Rustum  Khan,  15M  January,  1834, 

la  Jet,  about  six  years  ago,  I  was  with  a  gang  under 
Nothee  Khan,  lately  hong  at  Sangor,  Bhoijee,  Bbikka, 
and  Saadnt  Jemadars,  and  a  gang  of  forty  Thngs,  on  our 
vay  from  Madhorajpoor :  we  reaohed  Mqlarna  DongetLa 
in  Jypore,  and  lodged  in  the  Snrae.  A  little  before 
dark,  the  son  of  the  Cotwal  of  Sooper  came  ap  with  four 
companions  on  tbeir  way  from  Sooper  to  their  homes  ia 
Rewaree,  and  lodged  ia  the  same  Snrae.  Nntbee  Khan 
went  to  the  young  man  who  was  about  fifteen  years  of 
»g9,  and  won  hia  confidence.  He  agreed  to  travel  with  us, 
and  we  <et  oat  the  nest  moiaiog,  and  reached  lialsoat. 
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Bod  ladg^ed  in  the  Sarse  of  Kbosal  Blinteeara  :  next  daj- 
ve  readied  Ramgnr  id  Jypore,  four  cose  distant,  and 
lod^feil  in  some  shops.  Thence  we  sent  on  Bfaikka 
Jemadar,  to  select  a  place  for  the  mnrder,  bnt  he  could 
not  find  one,  and  retarned  in  despair.  The  next  day 
ve  went  on  to  Dowsa  in  Jypore,  which  place  we  reached 
aboot  noon,  and  we  lodged  the  boy  and  his  companions 
in  a  shop,  while  we  went  to  the  Sarae.  The  shop-keepers, 
in  whose  shop  they  lodged,  were  three,  Nanuk,  Sewlall 
and  another,  whose  name  I  forgot.  We  were  all  well 
known  to  these  three  shop-keepers,  and  they  had  shared 
liberally  in  onr  booty,  and  their  shop  was  near  the  Sarae 
in  which  we  lodged.  Fonr  ghariea  before  night,  w« 
Rent  on  Bhikka  again  to  look  for  a  Bela,  and  he  chose 
one  on  the  bank  of  a  river,  a  cose  and  a  half  distant ;  anit 
at  night  reported  his  aaccesa.  Nntbee  Khan,  Bhikka, 
Kareema,  Incba,  Ramla,  a  Sooseea  Thng,  were  chosen 
Bs  stranglers,  and  others  appointed  to  assist  them  ;  and  A 
watch  and  half  before  daylight  we  set  oat,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  place  chosen,  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  was 
then  dry,  they  were  persuaded  to  sit  down  to  their 
ablations.  A  carpet  was  spread  for  them,  and  the  son  of 
the  Cotwal,  with  one  of  his  companions,  sat  npoo  it,  and  _ 
the  other  three  sat  at  a  little  distance.  The  Shnmseeas 
sat  near  them,  and  the  Bhnrtotes  (stranglers)  stood 
behind  them.  I  was  appointed  to  give  the  signal,  and  { 
did  it  hy  saying,  "  If  the  lads  are  all  come,  give  then 
tobacco,"  and  instantly  the  Bhnrtotes  threw  their  Ang»- 
chas  over  their  necks  and  strangled  them.  Their  bodisk 
were  bnried  in  two  graves,  two  in  one,  and  three  io  the 
other,  in  the  sand  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  Bhikka  Jema- 
dar, still  at  large,  strangled  the  boy,  and  the  fonr  other 
Bhnrtotes  strangled  the  others.  We  got  from  them  a 
jnare,  apair  ofear-rings,  with  two  lai^e  pearls  ia  each,  aod 
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other  tbingfs  worib  two  faaadred  and  fifty  rnpee».  Bhikka 
Jemadar  slates  tbere  was  a  ba^  of  gold  mohnrs  found 
npon  tbem,  which  we  had  no  apportaoity  of  conating  :  he 
fonud  them  apoa  the  boy  whom  he  himself  strangled. 
Bhikka's  brother  Chanda  held  the  boy's  hands  while  he 
strangled  him,  and  took  off  his  kammnrfanod  as  soon  as 
be  -was  dead,  and  put  it  ronnd  his  own  waist.  At  thU 
mament,  the  mare  ran  off,  and  several  Thngs  ran  after 
ber,  and  brought  her  back,  bat  before  their  retDrOi 
Chunda  had  made  off  with  the  waist  band,  and  gone 
home.  Bhikka,  however,  pretended  that  his  brother  bad 
lust  the  road.  We  went  to  Sooper  in  Jypore,  and 
divided  the  booty,  but  not  the  Sooper  whence  the  party 
had  come  from.  We  got  five  rupees  each ;  and  Nothee 
Khan  took  the  mare  at  a  valuation  of  forty  rupees ;  and 
sold  ber  to  the  Thakoor  of  Pnchawnr  in  Jypore,  for 
sixty  rupees.  Three  days  after  the  murder,  the  bodies 
.were  dug  out  by  the  animals  of  the  jungle,  as  we  learnt 
from  the  Bhuteearas  and  shop-keepers,  who  requested 
us  to  keep  away  from  Oowsa,  in  consequence.  The 
Cotwal  wrote  to  his  home  to  announce  the  departure  of 
his  son,  and  as  be  did  not  reach  home,  his  uncle  and 
another  man  came  out  to  search  for  him,  and  came  to  the 
shop  where  he  bad  lodged  him  at  Dowsa.  We  returned 
to  the  place  twenty  days  after,  and  found  the  uncle  on  a 
Chubootra,  in  front  of  the  shop,  weeping  and  saying  that 
be  could  trace  his  nephew  thus  far  and  no  further.  We 
concealed  the  property  we  got  after  hearing  this,  bat  we 
have  none  of  it  now. 

(True  Translation,) 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEUAN, 

PI.  A.  A.  O.  G. 
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(Copy.) 
To  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLGEMAN, 

Priacl.  Assist.  Commissioner,  Saugor, 
Sis, 

Id  reply  to  yoar  Roobacaree  of  tbe  1st 
altimo,  1  kave  tbe  boaor  to  fvrward  copy  of  the  Primfl 
MiDislei's  letter  No.  68,  and  translalioD  of  a  Marbatta 
Bole. 

I  hare,  &c.  fco.  &«. 
(Signed)    R.  CAVENDISH, 

Ruidtnt. 
Owalior  Residency, 
J5M  March.  1834. 


cy.  I 

4.    \ 


Kyfeeut  of  the  Aumil  of  Seopore,  recetved  with  Ike  klter 
of  the  Minister  of  Gwalior  to  Mr.  Cavendish  the 
Xesideut,  and  the  Residents  letter  of  the  IStk  March, 
1834. 

Italia  BhBJDD  Lai,  in  the  time  of  Joba  Baptiste,  waa 
stationed  at  Seopore,  on  tbe  part  of  Chatter  Bboje  Dewan. 
He  bad  his  family  with  him.  He  sent  his  sod  Bansee  Lai 
towards  Rewaree  to  briog  back  his  bride.  He  had  with 
bin  Pirtbee  Brahmin  of  Seopore,  and  Jogal  Brahmin  of 
Rewaree,  Heera  Sing  Sepabee  and  Govinda  Jat.  Tbey 
bad  a  horse  with  them ;  tbey  set  oat  on  the  37tb  of  Cheyt, 
1885  Snmbnt,  towards  Rewaree,  and  after  three  moDtbs 
a  letter  arrived  stating  that  he  had  never  reached  home. 
Bbi^an  Lai  sent  people  in  search  of  bim,  and  fonnd  that 
oD  the  etber  aide  of  Madhoopore,  and  the  other  side  of 
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the  Bimaa  rirer,  a  half  a  cose  from  the  Bower  Bowlee, 
they  had  been  all  killed.  Bhujna  La]  died  soon  after  of 
grief  for  the  loss. 

(Trne  Translation,) 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Pi.  A.  A.  a  G. 


APPENDIX    N. 


MURDER  OF  SUBAHDAR  MAJOR  AKBUR 
KHAN. 


Deposition  ofFeringeea,  17th  December  1832. 

Aboot  ten  years  ago  in  the  month  of  Magh  (January) 
I  was  with  a  gang  of  nearly  one  hundred  Thugs  at  Lak- 
heree,  in  the  Boondee  territory,  lodged  in  some  deserted 
hooaes  ontside  the  town  to  the  east,  when  Akbar  Khan 
Subabdar  oame  op  wUh  eight  companions,  six  being 
bearers,  one  a  Sepahee,  and  one  a  servant  of  the  Subab- 
dar. He  was  very  ill,  and  carried  by  the  six  bearers  in  a 
J>ooley  ;  and  he  took  up  his  quarters  near  the  Bowlee, 
intending  to  move  on  the  same  day,  after  resting  a  Ijtde, 
to  Indergnr,  which  is  two  cose  from  Lakheree.  He  said 
he  was  going  from  the  Cantonments  at  Neemucb,  to  his 
home  in  Forrockabad,  in  consequence  of  a  protracted 
pain  in  the  head.  He  asked  ns  to  go  on  with  him  to 
Indergnr,  and  after  he  had  gone  on,  Khaluk,  Bichoo, 
Aman,  and  Chotee  went  after  him  with  forty  Thugs  of 
onr  gang,  and  reached  Indergnr.  I  with  the  sixty  ander 
Dhuanooa  aad  Nanba,  Jemadars,  remained  at  Lakheree, 
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with  fire  travellers,  on  (heir  way  from  Kotah  to  Cawnpore, 
a  Rajpoot,  two  Brahmios,  and  two  Kaeti.  These  nten 
we  killed  that  eveniog,  at  Lakheree,*  »ai  went  on  to 
Indergnr  with  the  booty  after  midnight,  as  stated  in  my 
deposition  in  the  Lakheree  ease. 

At  Indergar  we  lodged  at  the  Tukeea  of  a  Fokeer,  near 
a  Bar  tree,  with  those  who  had  gone  on  before.  In  the 
morning  we  left  Indergur  and  lodged  at  the  village  of 
Pachoola,  in  Jypore,  and  the  following  morniog  reached 
Sherepore  with  the  Snhahdar  an'd  bis  party.  Having  deter- 
mined to  kill  them,  on  leaving  this  place,  we  in  the  after- 
noon sent  on  Khomna  and  Jnngnleea  to  choose  a  bele,  and 
they  chose  one  a  coae  distant  on  the  road  to  Herowtee 
in  a  hill.  In  the  morning  we  set  ont  before  day  light 
and  on  reaching  the  spot  chosen,  Aman  gave  the  Jkirnee 
and  they  were  all  killed,  and  their  bodies  buried  in  the 
bill;  the  stranglers  were  Man  Khan  and  Bhowanee  who 
have  been  seized  ;  Gunesh  and  Mandbata  who  are  still  at 
large ;  Bhowanee  the  second,  now  in  Jail,  and  Lai  Khan 
approver,  who  lately  died  in  Jail.  SoorjunandPeera  who 
are  still  at  large. 

Three  months  after,  while  we  were  encamped  at 
Madhoorajpore,  two  men,  relations  of  the  Snbabdar, 
came  and  asked  ns  whether  we  had  heard  any  Ibiog  of  the 
Sabadar,  and  told  as  all  they  knew  about  him.  Wa  had 
an  iron  grey  pony  that  wa  got  in  the  booty  from  the 
Snbabdar,  and  we  threw  a  cloth  over  him  lest  they  aboa]4, 
recognize  it. 

(True  Translation) 
(Signed)    "W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

PI.  A.  A.O.G. 

*  Theie  hodlei  were  t&ken  up  nnder  the  inspection  of  D>«  Acllog 
Agent  at  Eoliih,  Doctor  Corbel. 
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To  MAJOR  C.  P.  KINO, 

Or  the  Officer  Commanding  ith  Regiment 

Light.  Cavalry,  Nusseerabad, 
Sib, 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  request,  that  yon  will 
do  me  the  faror  to  ascertain  and  let  me  know  whether 
any  Native  Commissioned  OBSoer  of  your  Regiment  disap- 
peared in  the  month  of  October  1821,  or  aboat  that  time 
on  his  way  to  his  home  on  siclt  leave. 

(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

PI.  A.  A.  G.  a. 

f&th  August,  1S33. 

No.  21. 
(Copy.) 

To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN, 

Astistant  Governor  GeneraVt  Agent, 

Saugor. 
SlE, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the - 
receipt  of  yonr  letter  under  date  the  S9th  olUmo,  and  ia 
reply  to  inform  yon  that  I  consider  yoar  oommnnicalion 
faust  allade  to  the  death  of  Snbahdar  AshrnETKhiui,  late 
of  the  Regiment  luidermy  Command. 

The  Snbahdar  left  the  Regiment,  then  quartered  at 
Neemnoh,  on  the  9th  February  1822,  for  Futleh  Gurh,  in 
a  very  bad  state  of  health,  in  a  Dhoolie,  aad  was  accom- 
panied by  five  bearers  and  a  serTaat  boy.  None  of  the 
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party  ever  reached  their  destioatioii,  nor  coold  any 
account  of  them  be  obtained  beyond  Lakheree  Ghant,  a 
few  cose  from  Kotab. 

I  bare,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)    C.  P.  KING,  Lteut.-Col. 
Commanding  4tk  Light  Cavalry. 
Nutsetrahad,  %th  September,  1833. 

Arzee  of  Nurkoolal,  16M  Jum,  1833,  to  Mr.  McLeod. 

On  the  9th  June  ve  reached  Alcmporo  near  Nana 
Sheber;  next  tnoraiag  aboat  4  o'clock  p.  h.  two  Thags, 
Khoda  Buksh  and  Imam  Kban,  came  to  the  Snrae  to 
lodge  ;  Karhoree  and  Godhee  pointed  them  ont,  and  got 
tbem  seized,  and  Ibey  have  been  secured ;  four  bodies 
have  been  taken  np  nnder  the  temple  near  the  Bowlee  at 
Alnmpore  before  the  Officers  of  the  Rajah  of  Jypore,  and 
a  part  of  the  inqnest  is  eocloaed. 

Report. — The  ezbnmation  of  the  bodies  of  Akbar  Khan 
Sabahdar,  and  three  of  his  companions  at  Alnmpore  nnder 
a  temple.  The  day  14th  Jnne  1^33,  Nurkoolal  Moonsbee, 
Pnramsook  Havildar,  with  a  party  of  Sepabees,  came  to 
the  place,  Mnnnoo  Kban  Snbabdar,  of  the  Regiment  of 
Jnban  Geer  Khan  Koptan,  Meer  Shnmshere,  Akram 
Khan,  Mansob  Kban,  Gonesba  Ram,  Horcara,  Kirpa 
Ram  Pntel,  of  Alnmpore,  all  residents  of  Naya  Sbeher  and 
Alumpore,  attended.  One  thousand  cubits  from  the  walls 
of  the  village  to  the  South,  the  ground  was  dug  up  at  the 
place  the  approvers  pointed  ont,  in  a  grove  of  cnstard- 
apple  trees,  and  four  skulls,  with  the  entire  skeletons  of 
foar  persons,  found ;  all  the  people  present  saw  them,  and 
the  Anil  called  Jewun  Ram  Setb,  of  Naya.  Sheber, 
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MnDDOo  Khan  Jemadar,  and  others,  to  see  the  skeletons. 
Grave  three  and  half  cnbits  long,  one  cabit  and  a  spaa 
'  Tide,  tvo  cnbits  and  tvo  fingers  deep. 
Signed  by  all  the  above  persons. 

Kirpa  Ram  Pntel,  of  Alumpore,  14th  Jane,  deposes 
that  be  never  before  heard  of  the  mnrder,  bat  that  he  has 
now  seen  the  bodies  of  fonr  murdered  persons  taken  op, 
(Trne  Translation,) 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEUAN, 

PI.  A.  A.  G.  Q. 


Urzee  of  Sheikh  Imam  Alee,  Cotwal,  of  Furruckhad,  to 
the  Magutraie,  3d  June  1833. 

Ashore  Khan,  the  son,  and  Enaent  Khan,  the  broker  of 
Asbrnf  Khan  Snbahdar,  who  reside  in  the  street  of 
Nabaa,  having  been  sammoned  came,  and  Enaent  stated 
that  about  thirteen  years  ago  his  brother  Asbrnf  Khan, 
father  of  Ashore  Khan,  wrote  to  them  to  say  that  he 
was  about  to  come  home,  and  they  waited  a  long 
lime  expecting  him ;  at  last  they  sent  Sheikh  R(uJoo 
of  Nukhas,  to  Akberabad  to  a  Hukeem,  whose  name 
I  forget,  a  friend  of  Asbrnf  Khan,  supposing  that  as  he 
bad  had  a  paralytic  stroke,  he  might  have  remained 
with  him  for  his  advice.  We  fonnd  that  he  had  not  been 
seen  there ;  and  sent  Hnssein  Khan  to  Neemnch  to 
search  for  him,  and  engaged  to  pay  him  seven  rupees  for 
the  jooroey.  He  returned,  and  from  him,  and  Sheikh 
Kbyratee  and  Jawahir  Alie  Khan,  Subabdars,  we  learned 
that  Ashruf  Kban  had  had  a  paralytic  stroke,  and  en- 
gaged five  Palkee  bearers  of  Bareilly,  and  with  Islam, 
a  boy,  and  a  pony,  on  which  his  Uiings  were  ladan,  left 
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Neemnch  od  his  retani  home.  Other  persoDs  accompanied 
him  from  Neemnch,  bat  aooa  agaia  left  him  on  the  road. 
He  was  traced  so  far  ea  Indergar,  which  is  three  cose 
from  Lakberee,  bat  from  that  place  no  trace  of  him,  the 
boy,  the  five  bearers  or  pony  conld  bo  found.  We  tliere- 
fore  concluded  that  they  mast  have  been  killed  by  Tbags 
or  banditti.  We  could  never  learn  what  property  be 
had  taken  with  him  from  Neemacb. 

(True  Translation,) 
(Signed)    W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

PI.  A.  A.  G.  G. 


APPENDIX  O. 


LIST  OV  THUS  FAMILIES,  WHO  PAID  THE  TAX  ON  THUOS 
TO  THE  OWALIOR  STATE. 


To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  tbe  Deposition 
of  Suntoke  Rae,  son  of  Laljoo  Kachwaha,  a  Thakoor, 
Zumeendar  of  Sindouse,  with  ihe  latest  list  of  the  Thugs, 
who  were  registered  as  liable  to  the  aaual  tax  of  twenty- 
four  rupees  eight  anas,  A.  D.  1797. 

I  have  written  by  the  aide  of  a  few  of  the  names,  the 
circumstances  in  which  their  poaterity  are  at  present. 

From  the  great  number  of  Sindoase  Thaga  at  Saugor, 
yon  will  be  able  to  learn  the  oircnmstaaces  of  Uie  descen- 
dants af  the  greatett  part  of  them. 
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Wben  yon  bare  filled  it  np,  I  trast  yon  will  do  me  ths 
favor  to  return  me  a  copy  go  completed. 

(Signed)        J.  C.  WILSON. 
Etawah,  19th  August,  1834. 


Depotition  of  Suntoie  Roe,  ion  of  Laljoo  Kuchwaha, 
Tkakur,  Zvmeendar  of  Stndotue,  Tkanah  Sindouae, 
Zitlah  Etawdh,  taien  hefort  me  this  34(A  day  of 
August.  1834. 

I  am  about  60  years  of  a^e,  and  am  the  son  of  that 
Laljoo,  vho  was  coafioed  for  life  in  the  Barreilly  jail, 
for  having  been  aa  accomplice  ia  the  murder  of  Lleate* 
nant  Maosell  near  Marnae,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1812,  whea 
Mr.  Halhed  came  down  from  Agra  to  arrest  the  Tbagg. 
I  hare  been  asked  to  give  a  list  of  Thugs  who  paid 
tribute  to  the  Gwalior  State,  and  I  have  accordingly 
brought  the  latest  list  with  me.  It  is  dated  Aghnu  Sum- 
bnt  1854,  November  A.  D.  1797.  Sbeikb  Mobumad 
Jumma,  who  was  styled  Colonel,  was  Anmll,  under  the 
Gwalior  State  of  the  Purgnnaahs  in  which  the  Thagi 
resided,  viz.  Pureehar,  twelve  villages,  and  Sursaadhur, 
fifty-two  villages  at  that  time,  and  he  sent  for  my  father 
Laljoo,  aud  betwerai  them  this  list  was  made  out.  Each 
of  the  three  hundred  and  eighteen  hoiises  were  taxed  at 
St.  Rs.  twenty-four  and  eight  annas,  and  the  agreement 
was  to  last  three  years.  My  father  collected  the  tribute, 
which  amounted  yearly-  to  St.  Rs.  seven  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety>one,  and  after  the  collections  he  wai 
allowed  to  deduct  one  hundred  ropees  for  himself,  and 
fifty  rupees  for  the  two  Pntwaries,  the  remaining  seven 
thonsand  six  hundred  and  forty'ODernpees  he  forwarded 
to  the  Aohil's  treasury.    Whenever  the  Thagt  returned 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(    152    ) 

from  an  «xpodition,  my  father  ased  to  receive  a  present 
of  one  rupee  from  every  hoaae.  The  Sindoaae  Thags 
were  in  the  habit  of  making  very  long  expeditions^ 
They  never  retnrned  in  lesa  than  six  months ;  and  if 
they  were  ansnccessfal,  they  sometimea  remained  absent 
two  years,  and  on  tiiis  accoant  my  father  did  not  make  a 
very  large  anm  by  the  presents.  The  list  I  have  now 
bronght  is  the  latest  made.  It  is  dated  Aghnn  Sumbnt 
1854,  (November  1797).  Colonel  Mahnmnd  Jumma  was 
dismissed  from  the  Aamilship  Sombot  1857,  (A.  D. 
1800),  and  owing  to  the  confosion  which  existed  in  the 
Owalior  State,  the  Rajah  of  Rampoora  seized  npoo  the 
Pargnnnah  Pareehar,  and  stripped  the  Znmeendars  and 
the  Thugs  of  tbeir  property.  The  Thngs  0ed  to  the  Par- 
gnonah  Sorsaee,  in  which  half  of  the  Thngs  formerly 
resided,  and  which  was  still  nnder  the  Gwalior  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Znmeendars  went  to  complain  to  the 
Collectors  of  Mynporee  and  Agra.  Matters  stood  in 
this  way  till  Snmbat  1864,  (A.  D.  1807),  whena  Tnhsildar, 
Lala  Sankerlal,  was  sent  from  Agra  to  Sindonse,  and  the 
Purgnnoah  Pureehar  was  attached  to  the  BriUsb  domi- 
nions. The  Pargnnnah  of  Snrsaee,  in  which  half  the 
Thags  always  resided,  and  to  which  the  other  half  (who 
had  resided  from  time  immemorial  in  Pargnnnah  Pa- 
reehar] had  Sed  on  apcoant  of  the  oppression  of  the 
Rampoora  Rajah,  in  Sambnt  1857,  (A.  D.  1800)  still 
remaining  under  the  Gwalior  Government.  The  greater 
number  of  the  Poreefaar  Thngs  then  returned  4o  their 
villages,  and  every  thing  went  on  comfortably  for  the 
next  five  years,  when  Mr.  Halhed,  who  was  Bepntj 
Superintendent  of  Police,  came  to  arrest  the  Thngs  in 
December  1812.  Into  whosever  hands  the  Pargnn- 
nahs  of  Pureehar  and  Sursaee  have  fallen,  viz.  Nuwab 
Vizier,  the  Rana  of  Gohud,    the    RohillacCbieAains, 
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the  Bhadoreea  Rajab,  the  Rajtth  of  Bburtpare,  and  tbe 
Gwalior  State,  from  time  immemorial  has  a  tax  of 
34-8  on  every  house  inhabited  by  the  Thugs,  been  levied 
and  paid  to  the  respective  aomilB. 


Villages—SindoDse  held  by 
the  Porhecar  Rajpoot 
Zomeendars. 


Number  of  Thug  families  commonly  called  Sindous 
TTiugs,  who  were  taxed  (Sumiut  1854  A.  D.  \79J) 
by  the  Gwalior  Slate. 

Siodea 88 

Choorapoora, 11 

Cfaonrehla, 2 

fiindowB 13 

Khonin 

Beroree 9 

Bitholee,  ..   1 

Sakntpoora 

Knreeawalee, 38 

Bnnsaree,     3 

Garheea  Kalee  Soar,    8 

Sarsaee, 17' 

Faareree, 30 

Marnae, 103 

TehngooT, 1 

Jakhmolee, 3 

Kanawur 4 

Bojbae,    3 

Kote 7 

Oojah 1 


Total,. 


..318 


These  are  Snrsaee  villages 
held  by  the  Knchwaba 
Rajpoot  Zameeodars. 
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In  each  of  these  three  hnndred  and  eij^hteen  honsea 
we  may  allow  aa  average  of  three  meo  capable  of  going 
on  Thuggee.  Thus  the  Sindonse  Thags  may  he  fairly  esti- 
mated at  nine  handred  and  6fty-foor,  particularly  as  the 
tax  wag  levied  on  the  honses  and  not  on  the  persons. 

(Signed)    J.  C.  WILSON. 

The  lists  received  were  those  rendered  by  Laljoo  and 
other  Znmeendars  to  the  Amils  as  the  true  Thug  rent 
rolls ;  but  they  did  not  contain  all  the  Thng  famiHes  from 
whom  the  tax  was  levied.  The  Zameeodars  often  col- 
lected from  several  independent  members  of  one  great 
family  who  had  separated,  while  they  inserted  in  the  rent 
rolls  only  the  repated  heed  of  the  whole.  The  heads  of 
families  who  paid  the  tax  were  therefore  more  than  three 
hundred  and  eighteen,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
lists,  which  contaia  one  handred  and  tweuty^two  families 
more  than  are  named  in  the  lists  of  Snntoke  Rae,  forward- 
ed by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  are  very  complete  and  correct 
I  believe. 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 
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ABSTRACT. 

'la  the  Division  of  Laljees,  id  the  Towd  of 

SiadoDse,    78 

Chntter  aad  Sobnts  DivisioD  in  SindoDse, . .  13 

TijgQU  and  Chandans  Division  in  Siodoase,  5 

Loif 's  Dif isioa  io  Sindonae,    7 

Village  of  Kboran,    83 

Ditto  of  Sukatpoora ,.,.....  3 

Ditto  of  Bailee  ka  Garhee 6 

Ditto  of  ChoorehU,    1 

Ditto  of  Bindawa,     16 

Ditto  of  Karrowlee,     34 

Ditto  of  Bitholee,    X 

Ditto  of  Biroree, 11 

Ditto  of  Gurbeea  Kalesoor,    7 

^Ditto  of  Bunesnree,    3 

"Town  of  Mnroae,  Pargaoab  Sursae, 162 

Village  of  PalilaD,  14 

Tovn  of  Sarsae 19 

Village  of  Pauraree, 18 

Kote, 6 

Village  of  Jakhmolee, 2 

Jomeb 7 

Village  of  Kanawar, 3 

Ditto  of  Kebeogoor,     1 

Rampoora, 1 


W.  H.  SLEBMAN. 
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BHILSA  GANGS  IN  1829. 


.     „       ,  _    .  ,    ^  Rmarkt  bv  Captain   W.  H- 


1     Feringeei,  aan   of  PiiraBraiii,..>  Approver. 

3    Karhoree,  adopted  of  ditto,  Ditto. 

3  Rftdhee,  adopted  of  dillo,  Hang  at  Jabnipore  1S30. 

4  Hnraea,  adopted    ot  FerioKe'ea,  At  large. 

A    Gaaub,  adopted  of  ditto,    Died  in  Jabalpore  Jail. 

6  Romma,  adopted  of    Puruirara,  Approver. 

„.        _  .       ,  C  Died   in   Jubulpore    Jail 

7  Somere  Siog,  Rajpoot, <         jgg,  ' 

B    BbowaDBee  Petafaad, Hang  atJnbalpaie  1830. 

9    Unrdna  Kolee,    Ditto        ditto        ditto. 

10  Beharee,    io«    of      Boodlioo.f  p,,^        ^^^^^        ^.^^^^ 

Brahmin,   ) 

11  Odeja,  ion  of  dillo,  dilto Ditto        ditio        ditto. 

12  Jhoitia.aoa  of  Dareear,  ditto,.!.  Ditto        ditto        ditto. 

13  Pnitooa,  son  of  Danna,  Sajpool,  Ditto        ditto        dittOk 

14  Gan«h,    .on     of    Bho jwao,  J  Approver. 

Brahmio J         '^*^ 

]&    Kanhey,  ion  of  Laljoo,  Mui- I  j)i\tQ 

■ulman, ) 

10    Badbooa,  ion  of  Kbandee,  ditto.  Died  in  Sanger  Jail. 
"    I*^'™'"'"'^ '«""'' """-^      Hong  at  Saogor  1832. 

18  Dalele,  son  of  Saadul,    Died  In  Jnbalpoie  Jail. 

19  Bhnjona,  ion  Ponobnm,  Mm- I  lo  Jobulpore  Jail. 

laimaD, J 

**    Pyjj»^*'*'»''«'^»'j'"*'  "«•-[  Died  in  Jabnlpore Jail. 

21    Mungal.aoB  ofBudhoo.Brah-I  xpptOKr. 
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Renurki'by  Captain  W.  H. 
SUtma»,  General  Supcr- 
jiitfliilmf. 


33  Ehoda  Baksb,  sou  of  Kaheem  7  .,  ,„,„. 

Kh«, S  At  Urge. 

33  Gnaesba,  ton  of  Dibeea,  Lodlieal,  Ditto. 

24  Nungoon,  son  of  ditto,  Traoaported  fromSaugor. 

^  ^aolma^^' !!".!*!.."!!"'!!:."!'.'■}  HQi.galJobalpo«IB30. 

36  Douloteea,  MaHnlman In  Jnbalpore  Jail. 

*  27  Hnasun  Kfaao,  Mehwatee, Died  io  Jnbalpore  Jail. 

38  Hadaree,  ion  of  LoCud,    Died  in  theSaagor  Jail. 

39  Sadlieja,  aon  of  Mabomed  Rusa,  ApproT«r. 

30  Tijooa,  HaMulman, Id  Jubalpore  Jail. 

3!  Gomaoee,  Oond,  Ditto  ditto. 

33  Ramma,  aoDofBbagwaniLodbee,  Diedio  JabalpoiQ  Jail. 

33  Bodulooa,  son  of  KoanI,  Lodhee,  Approver. 

34  Dariuna,    adopted   of   Bbng- r  .,i.r— 

wan,  Brahmin, f  *'  '"'*"• 

33  Dorooa,  adopted  of  PaTnaram,  7  n.^j 

Brahmin,    f  "*""• 

SO  Badhooa,aoD-in-tawor  Hadaree,  A(  large. 

37  Gnocsh  ailaa  Li»hlinieeB,Kolee,  Ditto. 

3B  Bhowanee,   adopted   of  Cbotee,  Died  in  Saogor  Jail. 

^  ^'Ktanf"'.":..".°..°'.,.*.'.".'"^  Ha.,allab.lp(„.1835. 

40  Gang  a,  Lodhee, Died  ia  Sanger  Jail, 


Lilt  af  Z6\fitkar  and  MAommad  Remark*  by  Caplain  W.  B. 
Btkik'i  Gang-*  tngagtd  in  the  SUemmi,  Gtntrat  Suptr- 
Bhilsa  Affair  >a  IBSO.  iniindenl. 


Hahommnd  Baksb Approver. 

Lai  Hahommed, Ditto. 

Allaha  Baksb, Ditto. 

PavD  Mafaommed,  Ditto. 

NDDgooa, Died  in  Sangar  Jail. 

Dorgbune,  brother  of  Nnogooa,  Ttaniportod. 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


7  Partayi,   Kolee, Dido. 

1  Zairnkkr,  Jemadar, Approver. 

2  Hjat, Ditto. 

3  Bhoree, Ditto. 

4  Nijabut, Ditto. 

6  Gliolab  Khan Bunf  at  SaugoT. 

6  Mahaaook,  BrabmiD, AppTOvet. 

7  Hadaree,  son  of  Hntroa Tranipoiled. 

8  Hadaree,  ion  of  JaaoB, HoDf  at  Jnbalpore. 

0  Kalooa,' Ditto  ditto. 

10  UooH,  Died  in  Jnbulpore  Jait. 

1 1  Allaba  Baksb,  ion  of  Jbnrha, ...     Ditto  ditto. 
13  Bhola,  ion  of  Fanimna,  Kachee,    Tranaporled. 

13  Pa rnmna,  ditto,  Died  in  Saogor  Jitfl- 

14  OoDciba,  ditto,    Traniported. 

16  PaoD  Kban,  son  of  Kbillee, Approver. 

16  Kiddera,  bod  of  ObaESe, At  large. 

17  NowabKhmn,   Ditto, « not  leiwd. 

15  Badda,   Ditto. 

19  Soltana, Ditto. 

30  NoDgooa,  SOD  of  Dbnn  Siog, Ditto. 

31  Bodhooa,  ditto At  large. 

32  Dorgha,  %aa  of  Karee Hung  at  Saagor, 

S3  Sorwara,  ditto Traniported. 

34  Chidda,  bod  of  Kbillee, Hung  at  Saagor. 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 
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APPENDIX    Q. 

OHOOM\  AFFAIR. 


To  CAPTAIN  LOW, 

Prtnctpof  Auiitant,  Jv^Jpore. 


I  hftTQ  th^  honor  to  forward  the  depoaition 
of  Lalmnn  and  others,  regardiag  the  morder  of  twenty- 
seTen  persons,  near  Dhooma,  about  twenty-one  years 
ago,  and  to  request  that  yoa  will  do  me  the  favour  to 
ascertain  from  the  old  residents  of  Jubalpore,  whether 
they  have  any  recollection  of  the  discovery  of  the  bodies 
and  of  the  arrest  of  the  gang  as  described.  Pornmsook 
Hokhteear  iniiBt  be  well  acqaaiuted  with  the  circum- 
stance, but  as  he  was  in  league  with  the  Thugs  and 
other  bad  characters  of  the  time,  he  may  be  unwilling  to 
disclose  what  he  knows.  The  approvers  state  that  about 
eighty  of  the  gangs  were  arrested  and  confined  for  sons 
months  in  the .  fort  and  house  of  the  Beobar  Dnreeaw  Sing. 
<Signed)        V.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Principal  Attt,  Agent  Qovr.  GL 
The  IQth  January,  1635. 


To  CAPTAIN  LOW, 

Principal  Attitlant,  Juhulpor*. 
Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  some  papers 
regarding  the  aQair  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  16(h 
instant.    They  are  the  depositions  of  some  Men  wlw'  are 
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acqnBinlecl  with  the  circumstances  of  the  case  taken 
before  the  Peshkar,  to  whom  I  wrote  sapposing  yoa 
might  be  absent  from  Jnbalpore.  Bat  they  contain  little 
or  nothing  regarding  the  evidence  to  the  discovery  of  the 
bodies,  which  is  the  principal  point  required ;  and  I 
■hall  feel  obliged  if  yon  will  ascertain  whether  any  one 
who  saw  them  is  still  to  be  fonnd. 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

PI.  Aast.  Agent  Govr.  Gen?. 

TUaad  January.  1835, 


MURDER  OF  27  TRAVELLERS. 

Deposition  of  ZaJfukar  Jemadar,   flnaenl  and 
Labnakommed,  Approver,  present.  J 

Sttugor,  S7th  December,  1834. 

About  twenty-one  years  ago  at  the  time  of  Mobnrrnm, 
I,  with  the  following  leaders  and  their  gangs,  in  all  about 
three  hundred  men,  were  assembled  at  Chooree  in 
Chnpara,  with  intention  of  proceeding  on  a  Thng  expe- 
dition. 

Boodhoo  Jemadar,  who  was  afterwards  trod  to  death 
nnder  the  feet  of  an  Elephant  at  Jhalone. 

Hingsh  Jemadar,  father  of  Sheikh  Inaent  approver, 
who  died  on  a  Thug  expedition  twelve  years  ago  near 
Bhartpore. 

Khan  Sahib,  alias  Noor  Khan,  hang  at  Jnbalpore,  1835. 

Khnleel,  at  Pothoreea  in  Sanger  eighteen  years  ago, 
a  year  after  being  released  from  Nagpore. 

Karreem,  alias  Karondee,  bang  at  Sanger. 
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Dhnrnm  Khan,  han^  at  Sangor,  the  stutterer. 

Mohan  Brahmin,  Purasar  (dead),  at  Damah. 

Sheikh  Nag^goo,  hang  at  Sangor,  1835. 

Mahasookb,  approver. 

AJnchul,  died  at  home,  thirteen  years  ago. 

Rigeh  Khan,  alias  Rajale,  nncleof  Zalfaliar,  hung  at 
Jawra,  hia  sod  Nizamnt,  at  large. 

Sheikh  Inaent,  approver. 

Hnr  Sing  Rae  Patack,  died  at  home,  in  Sumter,  tea 
years  ago. 

Har  Sing  Rae  Tahangooreea,  still  at  large. 

Bhndae,  at  large,  arrested  1835. 

Pahar,  died  at  home  seven  years  ago;  hia  son  lately 
transported  from  Sangor. 

Laljoo  Sookal,  died  at  home  seveDteen  years  ago. 

Samadha,  Brahmin,  dead. 

Adhar  Jemadar,  hang  at  Sangor,  1833. 

We  encamped  two  days  at  this  place.  The  second  day 
while  we  were  sitting  down  after  performing  (he  con- 
cluding ceremonies  of  the  Mohnrrnm,  twenty-seven 
travellers  came  op  (they  were  Deceits)  on  their  return 
from  the  Dncknn  to  the  west,  and  lodged  in  the  Bazar ; 
Dharnm  Khan  broaght  this  intelligence  to  as  and  said 
that  they  had  foar  tattoos  laden  with  cash  besides  much 
other  rich  properly. 

The  next  morning  the  above  travellers  set  oat  for 
Chnpara  where  they  lodged  in  the  Bazar  ;  we  followed 
them  and  encamped  outside  of  Uie  town.  From  Chnpara 
they  proceeded  to  Lacknadown  and  we  again  followed, 
and  all  lodged  in  the  Bazar.  Boodhoo  Jemadar,  Mas- 
snlman,  called  himself  by  the  name  of  Kour  Kbnluck 
Sing,  and  went  to  the  shops  where  the  travellers  were 
pnt  up,  and  opened  a  conversation  with  them,  and  won 
their  oonGdeDCe  by  saying  that  the  road  was  very  dan- 
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^eroaa,  and  we  had  all  better  travel  together  till  we 
could  pass  tbrongh  ths  jangles.  Tbey  agreed  to  do  so. 
The  next  morning  the  following  leaders  with  abont  one 
hondred  and  twenty-five  Thngs  followed  the  travellers 
while  the  remainder  of  oar  party  proceeded  towards 
Nutwara,  in' the  valley  of  the  Nerbadda,  where  the  de- 
tached party  was  directed  to  rejoia  ihem  after  effectiog 
the  morder. 

Boodhoo  Jemadar. 
-  Noor  Khan,  hung  at  Jnbalpore,  1835. 

Hingab  Jemadar,  father  of  Sheikh  iDaent,  approTW. 

Khnleel  Khan,  hung  at  Saagor,  1833. 

Deponent. 

Inaent. 

Hnr  Sing  Rae. 

Lolmnn,  approver. 

When  the  detached  party  with  the  travdlers  reached 
the  spot  where  there  are  two  trees  in  which  people  tie 
pieces  of  cloths  (called  Chitareea  Peer  and  Konkareea 
Peer),  the  whole  of  the  travellers  were  murdered,  aixteen 
of  them  were  strangled,  and  eleven  were  cnt  down  with 
Tulwars.  Their  bodies  were  thrown  a  little  off  the  road 
and  we  came  on  with  the  baoty  we  obtained  from  them 
and  reached  Nutwara. 

Lift  of  the  Property  we  obtained  from  them. 

Gold worth  3,000  Rupees. 

Cloth 1,500  Rupees. 

ReadyCash ........8,500  Rupees or9,000. 

The  whole  of  the  booty  amounted  to  abont  13,500 
ropees.  From  Nutwara  we  went  to  Kutnngee  where 
we  divided  the  booty,  on  division  we  received  40  rupeea 
each.     We    sent  one  hundred  Thugs   with   money  for 
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oor  families,  and  of  the  rest  some  proceeded  to  the  !East 
and  others  in  different  directions.  The  andermentioned 
took  the  route  to  Jafaalpore. 

Boodhoo  Jemadar. 

Uin^  Jemadar. 

Snbhan  Jemadar,  died  sixteen  years  ago  at  home. 

Knrrondee  Jemadar. 

Khnleel  Khan  Jemadar. 

Noor  Kban  Jemadar. 

Mahasook,  approver. 

With  aboot  eighty  other  Thags.  I  went  to  my  home. 
The  intelligence  of  the  above  murder  reached  Jnbol- 
pore  previoas  to  the  arrival  of  oor  party,  and  on  their 
arrival  the  Pandit  manager  of  Jabolpore  confined 
them  all  on  suspicion ;  Khnleel  Jenfadar  had  a  yonn^ 
lad  adopted  hy  him.  The  Pandit  Koroasdar  called 
this  lad  to  him,  and  asked  him  who  they  really  were, 
and  on  his  denial  the  Pandit  ordered  him  to  be 
tied  np  to  a  Bnr-tree  and  flogged  with  the  Zerbnod. 
Upon  this  Khnleel  Jemadar  represented  to  the  Pundit 
"  that  there  was  no  nse  in  his  pnnishing  the  boy,  and  that 
"  he  bad  better  send  for  some  Tnlwars  and  have  as  all  cat 
"  down."  On  hearing  this  the  Pnndit  called  Khnleel  to 
him  and  he  confessed  all  oar  crimes  before  him,  Boodhoo 
Jemadar  offered  to  give  10,000  rnpees  to  the  Pnndit  as  a 
bribe  if  be  would  release  them.  The  Pandit  accepted 
their  offer,  bat  as  they  were  nnable  to  procure  the  money 
he  kept  the  following  Thnga  in  confinement  for  six 
months  inside  the  Fort. 

Boodhoo  Jemadar,  Mr.  Stockwell's  approver;  he 
got  his  nose  and  hands  cat  off  three  years  after  at 
Seronge. 

Hinga  Jemadar,  father  of  Inaent,  deponent. 

Snbhaa  ditto, 

2  p 
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Mordan  ditto,  died  aftkr  his  ooie  and  liand*  had  been 
cat  off  at  SeroD^e. 

Karrondee,  hang  at  Saogor. 

Two  lads,  and  the  andermentiooed  Thoga  were  kept 
in  confinement  in  a  building  called  bjr  the  name  of  Bea- 
barka  Haveiee  at  Jabalpore. 

After  six  montha  we  determined  to  attempt  onr  escape, 
and  seven  Thags  jumped  the  Fort  wall,  Hingah  bad  bis 
back  broken,  Mardan  was  severelj  hort  in  his  legs,  and 
the  other  five  got  off.  The  Sepahees  of  the  Fort  Gaird 
came  and  took  away  both  the  wounded  men,  aod  confined 
them  again  in  the  Fort. 

After  the  escape  of  the  above  five  Thugs  the  Pundit 
sent  Khuleei  and  Murdan  to  Nagpore,  and  Hingab  was 
removed  from  the  building  to  the  Fort.  Noor  Kfaan 
Jemadar  with  some  of  bis  part;  obtained  some  instrn- 
meots  from  Newnl  Sing  Byde,  a  Thug,  and  cut  the  irons 
and  broke  open  one  of  the  windows  of  the  building,  and 
while  it  was  raining  slightly  they  effected  their  escape. 

When  the  whole  of  our  party  had  escaped,  the  Raja  of 
Nagpoor  released  Kholeel,  Murdan,  Hingab  and  the 
others  who  bad  been  sent  to  him.  The  bodies  of  twenty- 
seven  victims  were  eaten  by  the  animals  of  ihejungle. 
-  Gyan  Sing,  late  a  prisoner  in  the  Sanger  Jail,  released 
after  fourteen  years  imprisonment,  was  saying  while  here, 
that  some  of  his  relations  had  been  mnrdered  by  the  Thngs 
among  a  party  of  twenty-sevea  at  Dhooma,  and  these 
must  have  been  the  men. 

A  Pundit  also  saw  the  bodies  while  passing  by  that 
way  from  Nagpoor. 

The  following  are  the  approvers  who  were  concerned 
in  the  above  affair: 

The  Deponeat. 

Inaeul. 
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Lallmnn. 

Peer  Mabomed. 

Saboo. 

Imamee,  son  of  JoomuM. 

Mahasookfa. 

Poncbee, 

KoDhae,  son  of  Laljoo. 

Afnngal  Brabmia. 

Most  of  the  Thugs  wbo  were  concerned  in  this  affair 
have  died  and  the  others  been  disposed  of.  Should  there 
be  anj  in  the  Saogor  Jait  I  can  point  them  out. 

Many  of  the  Nnjeebsareacqaainted  with  this  aSair, 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

General  SuperintendtHt, 

Deposition  of  Purumaooth,  79th  March,  1835. 

I  recollect  Ifaat  about  the  year  1868  or  1869  Sambat, 
this  affair  took  place;  I  «ai  at  that  time  nnder  the  R^ah 
Roghoojee  Panj  of  the  Adawlut.  A  boy  by  caste  a  Gosaen, 
who  bad  been  saved  from  the  mnrdered  party,  came  to 
jTubulpore,  and  saw  the  Thugs  who  had  mardered  faia 
parly  selliug  the  gold  and  silver  lace  in  the  Juhnlpora 
bazar.  He  came  to  the  Adawlnt  and  complained  to  Lalla 
Bamchond  Fanj,  and  stated  that  bis  companions  bad  all 
been  killed  by  these  men,  and  that  the  murderers  were 
^en  in  the  town  and  might  be  arrested.  He  sent  five  or 
six  persons  to  watch  them  and  went  to  report  to  Bnlajie 
Pandit,  the  Snbah  of  Jubalpore  wbo  ordered  Dhoneeraj* 
nana  Reseldar,  wbo  is  now  at  Laleya  in  this  district,  and 
Kfaan  Mahommed  Khan,  now  Cotwal  of  Sanger,  to  go 
with  tiiflir  Resalahi  and  seize  the  Thugs  wbo  were  then 
in  the  Beohar'i  grove.    Tbe  Thags  at  that  lime  had 
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assembled  a  party  of  daaciD^  girls,  and  were  en^ag^  ia 
looking  at  their  daooing ;  but  hearing  of  the  preparations 
for  their  arrest,  they  made  off  towards  Kntnngee.  The 
Besaldars  reached  the  Beobar's  gro?e,  bat  not  finding  the 
Thags  they  pnrsned  them  oa  the  Kntangee  road,  and 
arrested  abont  forty  of  them.  The  Subab  confined  Uiese 
men  in  the  Fort  and  the  house  of  the  Beohar :  fonr  of 
their  principal  leaders  were  confined  in  a  bastion  of  the 
Fort.  They  leaped  down  from  this  place  foar  or  five 
days  after,  and  one  of  them  hart  his  bbck  bone,  and  being 
heard  they  were  all  fonr  retaken.  These  foar  were  kept 
in  the  Fort,  the  others  ell  in  the  Beobar's  hoase ;  a  month 
after  all  those  in  the  Beobar's  faonse  made  their  escape  by 
catting  thongh  Uie  wall,  and  they  were  searched  for  by 
the  Sowars  in  Tain.  The  four  men  confined  in  the  Fort 
were  sent  to  Nagpore  with  the  lad  whose  life  had  been 
saved.  What  became  of  them  1  know  not ;  their  property 
to  a  very  large  amonnt  was  confiscated  by  the  Snbah,  and 
the  assets  arising  from  the  sale  were  carried  to  the 
acDonnt  of  the  Nagpore  Governmeat.  The  gang  of 
Thags  bad  been  five  or  six  days  in  the  Beobar's  garden 
in  the  guise  of  travellers.  The  property  confiscated  was 
sold  through  me,  but  I  never  sold  property  for  the  Tbags 
themselves. 

The  boy  said  that  the  party  belonging  to  him  consisted 
of  twelve  Hindoos  ;  that  seven  oat  of  these  were  killed 
before  his  face,  and  the  other  five  must  have  perish- 
ed with  the  crowd  of  other  travellers  at  some  distance. 
I  did  not  see  the  bodies,  nor  were  they  brought  to 
Jubulpore,  nor  was  aoyj  body  sent  to  see  them  that  I 
reooUect. 

(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 

General  iSuperiniendent , 
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Urxee  of  Moohsim  Alee  Mootauddee,  employed  in 
inveaiigating  the  affair  at  Dhooma,  kc,  enclosing  a 
Kyfeut  of  inveiiiffation  relative  to  the  murder  of  twenty- 
tevett  travellers,  at  the  boundary  of  the  village  Dhooma, 
Purgujwah  Birgee  Zillah  ofSeonee  Chuparah. 

On  the  6(h  April  1835  Tsher  Alee,  Lance  Naick  of 
Nojeebs,  and  Uaggnn  Kbaa  Xujeeb,  reached  tbe 
Tuhseeldaree  of  the  village  of  Dhooma.  Tbe  Tahseeldar 
was  absent,  investigating  some  other  affair.  Therefore 
we  showed  our  Parwana  to  Nobat  Raee  accoantaot. 
He  assembled  all  those  from  among  the  villagers  who 
were  most  experienced,  but  these  even  conld  supply 
no  information,  till  at  last  one  Kunhie  Brazier,  dec.  stated 
as  follows :  "  In  the  Snmbat  1868  or  1869,  as  I  was 
"  coming  from  Jabalpore  with  ten  or  twelve  others  (not 
"  one  of  whom  is  now  living)  to  my  home  at  Lackna- 
"  down,  we  perceived,  at  the  outskirts  of  Dbooma,  and 
"  some  three  kos  from  the  village  on  the  north,  four  or 
"  five  corpses  with  the  legs,  heads  and  arms  severed  from 
"  the  bodies  :  birds  and  beasts  of  prey  weredevonring  tbem, 
"  and  four  pair  o£«hoes  were  lying  by.  Of  other  travellers 
.  "  who  were  passing  by  1  beard  that  twenty-two  or  fwcnty- 
"  five  travellers  had  been  there  mnrdered  by  Thngs,  and 
"that  their  bodies  were  lying  about  all  over  that  neigh- 
"  bourhood.  This  statement  confirmed  my  own  obser- 
"  vations." 

This  man's  information  ended  here,  and  it  was  supported 
by  the  deposition  of  Jowahir  Sing  Pntwaree  or  writer  of 
the  village  of  Khoorsee  Par'  Purgnnah  Birgee,  who 
spoke  as  follows :  Dnring  the  reign  of  Ghoosla,  Rajah  of 
Nagpore,  I  was  in  service  in  the  Tbanna  of  Dhooma. 
On  my  return  once  from  leave  to  a  visit  to  my  home, 
Bamchnnd  Pundit,  who  was  then  Amil  of  (he  village. 
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told  me  that  twenty  bone  merchants  had  been  lately 
proceediDgf  from  Nagpore  towarda  Hindoostan.  That 
they  had  beea  inveigled  into  junctioa  with  a  body  of 
seventy-fi?a  Thnga,  and  that  by  these  villaJaa,  of  the 
twenty  traveirers,  nineteen  had  been  mardered  near  a 
Bar  tree  between  the  villages  of  Dhooma  and  Selnee. 
The  twentieth  escaping  by  the  following  circnmstances. 
He  had  qnilted  his  party  open  the  urgent  offices  of  na- 
tore,  when  he  heard  an  outcry  as  of  human  voices,  and 
in  terror  climbed  a  tree  to  discover  its  cause.  Here  he 
beheld  the  Thngs  who  had  accompanied  them  strangling 
the  remainiDg  nineteen  of  his  party,  and  afterwards 
beheading  them.  He  farther  saw  that  after  having  appro- 
priated the  cattle  and  eSTects  of  their  victims  they  took 
the  road  to  Jabnlpore. 

Having  reached  the  garden  of  Dariao  Sing  Beohar, 
they  baited.  The  solitary  horse  merchant,  who  had  alone 
escaped,  had  in  the  mean  time  descended  from  the  tree, 
and  took  the  road  to  Jnbnlpore.  On  reaching  the  above- 
meotioned  garden  he  beheld  the  Thngs  engaged  with 
nantches  and  revelry.  He  then  repaired  to  the  Soobah 
Neelkbel,  and  entreated  him' to  came  their  seizure, 
relating  at  the  same  time  the  above  detailed  events. 

The  Soobah  Neelkhet  thereupon  called  a  Resaldar 
of  horse,  whom  he  directed  to  take  with  iiim  a  body  of 
troopers  and  seize  the  Thngs  aliaded  to.  But  ere  the 
horsemen  conld  arrive,  the  villaios  bad  got  news  of  their 
movements  and  had  made.offin  the  direction  of  Kutnn- 
gee.  Bat  tbe  Sowars  pursued  so  promptly  and  so  cloaely 
that  they  seized  them  at  Kutnogee  and  thence  conveyed 
them  back  to  Jabnlpore,  where  tiiey  were  confined  in 
the  house  of  Ouriao  Sing  Beohar  aforesaid.  The;  ^- 
leged  that  they  were  servants  of  Raghoo  Jee,  Baja  of 
Nagpore;  and  that  they  paid  tribute  to  that  sovereign 
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00  acGoant  and  from  (be  proceeds  of  Thnggee.  Two 
months  snbseqaenlly  ihey  all  escaped  from  their  cod- 
fioement  in  the  house  of  the  above  Beohar. 

The  Urzee  of  Rambaksh,  acting  Tiihgeeldar,  corro- 
borates the  above  EyGent,  as  does  that  of  Nobut  Rae 
accoantant,  but  these  latter  Urzees  farnisfa  no  sort  of  nev 
data  connected  with  the  mnrder  of  the  nineteen  horse 
merchants  near  Ohooma. 

The  Izars  of  Kanhie  Brazier  and    of  Jowahir   Sing 
writer,  and  Ram  Sing  Chuprasse,  go  to  coa6rm  the  facts 
recorded  in  the  above  KyBeot,  bat  like  the  Urzees  above 
specified,  these  suppljr  no  additional  information. 
(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN. 

Genl.  Supdt. 

APPENDIX    R. 

MURDER  OF  NOWAB  SUBJEE  KHAN. 

To  L.  WILKINSON,  Esquirr, 

Political  Agent,  Bhapaul. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  deposition 
of  Sheikh  Inaent  regarding  the  murder  of  a  person  said 
to  have  been  related  to  the  Bbopaol  family,  on  his  way 
from  Hydrabad  to  Bhopaal ;  and  reqaest  that  yon  will 
(should  yon  be  able  to  discover,)  let  me  know  whelhet 
any  snch  person  disappeared  about  that  time.  It  mast 
have  been  as  early  as  1803  or  1804,  I  should  think,  from 
the  age  of  the  deponeBt. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  SIEEUAN. 

Tkt  8M  July,  1635. 
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Depotifion  of  Sheikh  Inaent.  8d  July.  1835,  before 
Captain  Sleeman. 

Thirty-six  or  thirtjr-ieven  years  ago  in  the  cold  seasoD, 
either  Januftry*  or  Febraary,  I  was  with  a  gang  of  eighty 
or  ninety  Thugs,  aoder  Kbuleel  Khan  and  seren  other 
Jemadars,  id  the  Dackao :  it  was  my  first  expedition  in 
which  I  accompanied  my  father,  and  I  was  then  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age.  We  came  to  Elicbpore,  and  lodged 
near  the  Maasoleom  outside  the  town.  Gamboo  and  Laljoo 
Jemadars  went  into  the  Bazar  and  there  fell  in  with  the 
Grooms  of  Nowab  Subjee  Khan,  who  called  himself  (he 
TJncle  of  the  Kowab  of  Bhopal,  Wuzeer  Mahomed  Khan. 
They  learnt  from  the  Grooms  that  the  Nowab  had  been 
with  his  son  in  the  service  of,  the  Nizam  of  Hydrabad 
with  two  hundred  horse;  and  having  quarrelled  with  his 
BOD  was  on  his  way  back  to  BhopanI,  and  lodged  in  a  boose 
in  the  town.  They  came  back  and  reported,  and  Dnlele 
Khan  and  Kbnleel  Khan  Jemadars  and  others  went  to 
the  Nowab,  and  told  him  that  they  had  been  to  the 
Dncknn  with  horses,  and  having  sold  them  were  on  their 
retnrn  to  their  homes  at  Farrackabad,  throngh  BhopanI. 
They  visited  him  again  the  next  day,  and  having  won  his 
confidence,  ho  set  oat  with  na  for  BhopanI  the  day  follow- 
ing :  he  had  two  Grooms,  two  Troopers,  and  a  Slave 
Girl  with  him,  and  two  horses,  and  a  mare  with  a  wonnd 
in  the  neck,  and  a  pony  laden  with  his  property  ;  he 
told  ns  that  he  got  the  name  of  Snbjee  Khan  from  the 
qnantity  of  Bhnng  or  Snbjee  that  be  nsed  ;  and  that  he 
was  now  known  by  no  other,  and  that  he  and  his  son  with 
two  hundred  of  their  horse  were  in  service  at  Hydrabad ; 
that  one  of  the  horses  covered  the  mare  he  had  with  him, 
at  which  his  son  was  so  mach  enraged  that  he  drew  his 
sword  and  inflicted  the  wonnd  we  saw  on  her  neck  ;  he 


,9  iizedoy  Google 


(    241     ) 

got  angry  with  bis  son  and  so  mach  aDuoyed,  that  he 
left  him  there  with  all  the  horses  and  property,  save 
what  they  saw  with  him,  and  was  on  bis  way  home  to 
fihopaal.  , 

He  csme  oa  with  the  gang  three  stages,  daring  which 
no  opportunity  ooald  be  fonnd  to  kill  him ;  the  third  day 
we  encamped  at  Dhoba,  and  leaving  that  place  in  the 
morniDg  we  came  aboiit  nine  o'clock  to  a  very  extensive 
jungle  ;  on  reaching  a  nalah  in  this  jnngle,  Khaleel  said, 
"  Khan  Sahib,  we  had  better  rest  and  take  some  refresh- 
ment here;"  he  said  "very  well,  I  will  take  my  Sabjee 
here"  aad'dismoDnted,  and  having  pot  aside  his  sword  and 
shield,  be  spread  his  carpet  and  sat  dowo.  The  horses 
were  tied  to  trees  ;  and  the  slave  girl  was  preparing  his 
Snbjee,  when  Dolele  Khan  and  Khaleel  went  and^at 
down  by  his  side  lo  partake  of  his  Subjee.  It  had  been 
determined  to  kill  the  Chief  first,  for  if  he  shoald  be  put 
on  bis  gnard  by  the  attempt  to  kill  all  at  once,  it  was 
feared  that  he  would  cot  down  some  of  the  gang  and  get 
off.  Accordingly  Laljoo  went  also  and  sat  down  by  the 
Nowab  and  Gomanee  went  and  stood  near,  and  pretend- 
ed to  be  interested  in  the  conversation.  When  they  found 
him  excited  by  the  c&nversation,  and  off  his  guard,  they 
fell  upon  him  and  strangled  him;  Laljoo  and  Dolele  Khan 
held  his  legs,  while  Gomanee  strangled  him ;  the  girl  had 
not  prepared  the  Subjee  j  as  soon  as  the  others  saw 
that  the  Nowab  Sabib  was  down  and  overpowered,  they 
fell  upon  all  his  attendants  and  strangled  tbem.  t  recollect 
that  Namdar  and  Dowlat  were  two  of  the  men  employed 
to  strangle  the  others  ;  but  who  the  rest  were  I  know 
not.  The  bodies  were  all  buried  under  stones  tn  the  nalah, 
but  I  did  not  see  the  grave,  nor  coDld  they  be  now  foaud 
after  so  long  a  time.  We  got  from  them  two  horses,  a 
mare  and  a  pony,  a  gold  bracelet,  tweaty-five  gold  coins. 
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and  fifty  rnpees  and  some  oloths,  and  b  very  handsome 
bird  cage  ;  Kbulele  Kbaa  got  oae  of  the  horses,  Dalele 
«od  Gangoo  got  the  mare,  my  father  got  a  horse,  and 
Gomanee  and  Laljoo  the  pony,  Dulele  sold  the  mare 
at  Omrowtee  and  my  father  his  horse  at  Borhanpore. 
Ehuleel  sent  bis  horse  home,  and  Gomaaee  kept  the 
pony  for  many  years.  Gomanee  got  also  a.  valnable  shield 
vhich  be  sold  at  Elichpore  for  eight  rnpees,  and  the 
people  said,  that  it  was  sold  too  cheaply  to  have  been 
bonestly  obtained.  Gomanee  hearing  this  made  off  with- 
out taking  the  money  and  came  to  as :  the  people  parsned 
him,  hut  we  concealed  him  under  some  hoasings.  As  soon 
as  the  search  was  over  we  made  off,  and  alterwards  on 
coming  to  Eliofapore  we  beard  that  great  search  was 
being  made  for  the  Nowab  Sobjee  Khan,  and  left  that 
part  of  the  conntry, 

(Signed)         W.  H.  SLEEMAN,    . 

Oerural  Superintendent. 


To  CAPTAIN  SLEEMAN, 

General  Superintendent. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  yonr  letter  dated  6th  July,  containing  the 
deposition  of  Sheikh  InaentThng.  The  accompanying 
depositions  received  from  Bhopaal  fully  confirm  the  trntli 
of  this  man's  statements. 

(Signed)        L.  WILKINSON, 

Political  Agent. 
Sehore,  the  S7th  July,  1635. 
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Prtte  of  Mirza  Amjud  Beg,   the  Wukeel  of  Shopattl,  to 

Mr.    WiUnnton,  Political  Agent,  S6tA    July,  1835. 

Received  mth    Mr.   Wtltinaon'a   letter   of   the  2?th 

July,  1835. 

Oa  receiptor  your  order  tome  to  ascertain  whether  any 
such  persons  as  are  stated  to  have  been  killed  in  the 
deposition  of  Sheikh  Inaent  of  the  3d  of  Jnly  before 
Captain  Sleemao,  disappeared  about  that  time,  I  wrote 
to  Rajah  Khoshwakt  Rae,  the  Bhopel  Minister,  who  has 
forwarded  to  me  the  deposition  of  Saltan  Khan  Afghan,  an 
old  resident  of  Bhopani,  from  wblch  it  appears  that  abont 
thirty- five  years  Bgo  Sabjee  Khan,  the  man  named,  was 
the  son  of  Sbere  Khan,  who  was  a  near  relation  of  Nowab 
"Wnzeer  Mahomed  Khan,  the  late  Xowab  of  Bhopaul,  and 
resident  of  Bhopaal.  He  was  called  Sabjee  Khan,  as 
slated  by  Inaent,  in  conaeqaenoe  of  the  qaantity  of  Sabjee 
or  inebriating  drag  be  drank.  He  was  in  service  at 
Hydrabad  with  Gholaom  Hyder  Khan  his  son  ;  he  became 
annoyed  with  his  son,  and  left  Hydrabad  on  his  return 
home  with  some  followers  and  property  laden  npon  ponies, 
and  on  the  road  was  murdered  by  Thags.  Wh  en  his  sod 
came  home,  and  fonnd  that  his  father,  who  had  set  ont 
long  before  him,  had  not  returned  home,  he  got  two  hnn- 
dred  ropees,  and  with  foor  attendants  set  oot  ia  search 
of  him.  He  went  to  Nagpore  and  Elichpore,  and  found 
traces  of  bis  fatbecto  the  last  place,  but  could  find  no 
trace  of  him  beyond  it. 

Depontion   of  Sooltan  Khan,  eon  of   Kadir  Khan,  34 
Rahee-ol-awul  1251  Hijeree. 

Thirty-five  years  ago  or  more  Gholam  Hyder  Khan 
and  his  father  Sabjee  Khan  were  in  service  at  Hydrabad, 
and  when  Hyder  Khan  came  back  he  stated  that  his 
father  had  left  Hydrabad  six  months  before  in  anger  irith 
him,  and  apprehended  that  his  anger  had  prevented  his 
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retarning  bone,  and  ioduced  hitn  to  remain  in  service  Oa 
the  road ;  he  got  two  hundred  rapees,  and  let  oat  in 
tearoh  of  his  fstber  with  four  atlendants ;  he  found  traces 
of  him  to  Etlchpore  and  no  further. 

Question. —Did  he  use  mnch  Sabjee  or  Bhang? 
Aniioer,  Subjee  Khan  used  a  great  deal  of  that  drag  ! 
and  he  got  the  name  in  consequence,  and  I  never  knew 
him  by  any  other  !  Qfiestion  Was  he  related  to  the 
Nowab  ?  Answer.  He  was  the  ancle  of  Nowab  Wuzeer 
Mahomud,  bat  not  the  brother  of  bis  mother  or  father ! 
Qiualion,  Did  tbe  sod  mention  the  names  of  the  people 
who  accompaoied  his  father  or  the  property  he  took  with 
him  ?  Anaver.  He  did  not  !  Twelve  years  ago  when 
I  was  in  service  there  I  saw  Golaam  Hyder  Khan  at  Elich- 
pore  with  his  mother— where  be  is  now,  I  know  not. 

(Signed)        L.  WILKINSON. 


APPENDIX   S. 


To  CAPTAIN  RAMSAY, 

Anistant  General  Superintendent,  Ckupra. 
Sir, 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  forward  tbe  deposition 
of  a  man  now  in  the  Jnbalpore  Jail,  by  name  Rujab,  aod 
to  reqaest  that  yea  will  have  the  goodness  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  from  Mr.  Priogle,  of  the  Civil  Service  (the 
person,  I  presume,  the  deponent  meads)  what  trath 
there  may  be  in  his  statement. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  H.  SLEEMAN.  Gtnl,  S*pt. 

Camp  Gwaiiar,  Gent.  Suptt's.  Office,  \ 
The  2Sd  December,  183d.  / 
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Deposition  of  Rujub  approver,  regarding  the  murder  of 
the  Mussalchee  of  Mr.  Pringle,  taken  before  Lieute- 
nant C.  Brown,  30th  November,  1835,  at  Jubulpore. 

N.  B.    The  deponent  was  not  present  at  tbe  murder. 

I  heard  from  Niamut  Khan  and  Madaree,  (both  dead), 
Moosahib  Khan  (at  large,)  Peerboksh  and  others,  that 
they  mardered  the  Mussalchee  of  Mr.  Pringle,  near 
Kooiyie,  in  the  Patna  district.  The  Mnssalcheehad  been 
to  Calontta  with  some  Gentleman,  and  was  retarning; 
from  thence.  The  body  vaa  thrown  into  the  river 
Ganges.  After  the  murder,  the  Thngs  went  to  the 
godown  or  grog-shop,  and  there  got  drunk,  when  a 
dispute  arose,  upon  which  Ghasee  Khan  Jemadar,  Doo- 
keea,  Man  Khan,  and  Joteea,  (the  latter  is  Chuprassee 
with  Mr.  Pringle  at  present,)  gave  information  of  the 
murder  and  those  concerned  were  arrested,  and  taken 
before  the  Court  at  Chnprah.  After  the  depositions  had 
been  faken,  the  case  was  made  over  to  Mr.  Elliot,  the 
Commissioner.  The  property  of  the  murdered  MussaU  ' 
chee  was  produced  in  Court,  and  his  wife  came  forward 
to  recognize  it.  .  Mr.  Elliot  told  her  that  if  she  did  not 
speak  the  truth  she  would  be  punished,  upon  which  she 
look  fright  and  vonld  say  nothing,  although  she  knew 
the  property  to  he  that  of  her  husband's.  The  wife  of 
the .  Mussalchee  is  still  at  Chnprah.  There  was  no 
evidence  bnt  the  depositions  of  the  approvers,  and  the 
case  was  not  proved,  and  tbe  approvers  were  sentenced 
to  fifteen  lashes,  five  years'  imprisonment,  and  to  be 
taken  round  the  City  mounted  upon  asses  for  five  days. 
The  rest  of  the  Thugs  were  released.  Mr.  Elliot  the 
Commissioner  told  the  Nazir  of  the  Court  who  bad 
arrested  the  Thugs,  that  he  was  mining  the  country  by 
seizing  iaDooent  people,  and  sentenced  him  to  foarteeo 
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years'  imprisonmeD 

;  when   in   cooGnement  the   Nazir 

swallowed  some  pieces  of  diamond  by  which  lie  ceased 

his  death.    The  foilowiDg  Tbugs,  I  Ihiok,  were  present 

at  the  raarder  : 

Incha, 

Ghasee  Khan, 

Kbjroo  Khan, 

Dookeea, 

■At  large. 

Moosahih  Khan, 

Shnmshera, 

Jooteea, 

Seochnrn,  whose 

name  I  forgot  to  mention  in  my  list. 

Man  Khan, 

) 

JanBaksfa,          /        ^ 
Madaree,            ^"""•• 
NeamntKban,    > 

Silwonl, 

Peer  Bnkah, 

■  In  the  Jnbnipore  Jail. 

Bikaree, 

(> 

L  trne  Translation), 

(Signed)        C.  BROWN, 

Aut.  Genl.  Supt. 

(Trae  Copies,) 

W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

Gtnt.  S^pl. 

To  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLEEMAN, 

General  Superintendent. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  the  reply 
I  received  from  M  r.  Prin(;;Ie,  of  the  Civil  Service,  regard- 
ing the  mnrder  of  his  Mnsaalchee. 
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Host  of  tboie  mentioned  io  your  commnnicfttioD  of 
the  S3d  December,  have  been  tried  and  acquitted, 
conseqaently  canoot  be  again  committed  for  tbe  same 
cbarge. 

I  have,  &o. 
(SisDed)        Vr.  M.  RAAfSAY, 

Asst.  Gvnl,  Supt, 

Camp  Chupra,  Office  of  the  A.  G.  S.\ 
the  2M  Fihruary,  1836.  / 

To  LIEUTENANT  RAMSAY, 

As9t.  Genl.  Supt. 
'    Sir, 

My  time  has  been  so  mach  occupied  since 
tbe  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  tbe  20tb  ultimo,  vith  its 
eoclosare  from  Captain  Sleeman,  in  arranging  to  make 
over  charge  of  the  office  of  Civil  and  Session  Judge  to 
Mr.  DaridsoD,  that  I  have  not  nntil  now  been  able  to 
reply  to  it;  and  the  accident  which  I  bare.sinoe  met 
irilb,  in  fracturing  my  collar  bone,  will  prevent  me  from 
entering  ioto  the  subject  of  it  at  present  so  folly  as  I 
conld  wish,  and  as  f  shall  yet  do  ;  bat  tbe  accompanying 
Extract  from  a  Report,  which  I  addressed  to  tbe  Saper- 
intendent  of  Police  in  the  Lower  Provinces  on  the  9tb  of 
May  1827,  will  famish  you  with  mast  of  tbe  particnlars 
of  tbe  case  of  Thuggee,  which  the  General  Superinten- 
dent bas  enquired  about,  and  with  the  list  of  persons 
then  apprehended  which  is  attached  to  it,  will  furnish  to 
yoa  all  the  information  I  conld  then  collect,  regarding 
the  crime  of  Thaggee  and  tbe  gang  of  Thugs  to  the 
district,  together  with  tbe  parlioulars  of  my  operations 
■gainst  them,  which  at  that  time  promised  lo  well,  but 
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wbich  were  snbsequently  baffled  by  Mr.  BllJot  tbe  Circait 
Judge  ;  for  tbe  Thngs  were  acquitted  bj  him  and  the  man 
I  depated,  and  who  was  so  active  id  apprehending  them, 
was  not  only  imprisoned  bnt  seatenced  to  exposure  on  an 
asa  and  corporal  punishment.  My  own  conduct  was 
visited  with  tbe  severest  censare;  and  both  the  Govern- 
ment and  Nizamnt  Adawlat  were  led  into  a  belief,  that 
there  was  no  such  gang  of  Thugs,  and  that  tbe  crime, 
if  it  existed  at  all,  was  very  limited  in  its  extent. 

3d.  My  report  will  shew  that  the  approver's  state- 
ment received  from  you  is  not  quite  correct,  which  indeed 
could  hardly  be  expected,  as  he  bad  his  infoririation  from 
aooUier  person;  but  one  part  of  it  in  particular  I  am 
happy  to  observe  is  not' true,  as  you  yourself  are  aware, 
for  you  have  seen  Nazif  Abdool  Ullee  alive,  and  though 
I  fear  he  has  not  long  to  live,  from  the  effects  of  bad 
health  produced  by  the  crael  treatment  which  ha  expe- 
rienced, still  I  hope  he  will  live  long  euough  to  obtain 
justice,  by  having  the  value  of  his  services  achoowledged 
by  Government,  and  the  Declaration  dated  the  38th  of 
February  1829,  that  he  was  incapable  of  serving  Go- 
vernment in  any  public  capacity  in  fntnre,  cancelled  ;~ 
for  myself  it  is  quite  enough  to  know,  that  all  I  then 
brought  to  light  has  proved  tO'  he  true,  aud  much  more, 
though  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect  on  (he4oss  of  human 
life,  which  might  have  been  prevented,  had  I  obtained 
credit  for  my  assertions,  and  been  allowed  to  prosecute 
(he  researches  which  I  had  so  BUccesBfoUy  commenced 
more  than  eight  years  ago ;  and  which  mnst  have  speedily 
led  to  an  exposure  of  the  extensive  existence  of  the 
crime  of  Thuggee,  and  to  the  apprehension  of  many  of 
(he  Thugs  themselves. 

3d.  The  accompanying  copy  of  a  Rubukaree  address- 
ed to  me  on  the  35th  of  April  1837,  by  Hr.  Fleming,  the 
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Ciroait  /odge,  to  whom  the  TbogB  wore  first  committed 
by  me  for  trial,  will  shew  the  state  of  the  case  when  be 
postponed  it  for  farther  enqpiry  and  evidence,  and  the 
accompanying  Eictract  (para.  11.)  from  faia  letter  dated 
SOtb  of  that  month,  will  shew  the  estimation  in  which  all 
of  what  I  bad  done  was  held  by  him.  The  accompanying 
Extract  too,  from  the  Orders  of  Gorerameat  commnni- 
cated  to  the  Saperintendent  of  Police,  ander  dale  the 
5th  of  July  1827,  shews  that  my  report  addressed  to  bint 
informing  him  of  all  the  measorei  I  had  adopted,  bad 
been  received  with  aatisfaotion. 

4tb.  I  shall,  as  soon  as  I  possibly  can,  famish  to  yon 
the  rest  of  the  details  of  this  extraordinary  case ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  fnrnish  to  you  a  list  of 
Thngs,  which  I  prepared  in  1828,  with  their  relation- 
sbips  and  intermarriages,  and  which  I  trost  will  prove 
asefnl  to  yon  in  the  highly  beneficial  work  in  which  yoa 
are  engaged.  Yoa  are  already  in  possession  of  most  of 
its  details,  having  got  a  paper  which  was  prepared  from 
it  by  Mr.  Lake,  the  Joint  Magistrate  of  this  District,  to 
whom  and  to  any  other  Uagi^lrate  or  Joint  Magistrate 
who  wished  it,  1  always  with  pleaanre  gave  permission  to 
take  a  copy,  bnt  I  have  now  revised  it  and  added  a  few 
additional  particnlars  which  will  render  it  plainer,  and 
more  easy  to  refer  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  A.  P  RINGLE, 

Seuiont  Judga. 

^Uah  SaruH,  tie  3d  February,  1886. 
(True  Copy,) 
(Signed)        W.  M.  RAMSA.T. 

Am.  Genl.  SujpU 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Magistrate  of  Saran  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Police  in  the  Lower  Provinces, 
dated  9th  of  May,  1827. 

Para. — 15lh.  .The  other  case  of  highway  robbery  atten- 
ded with  murder  was  as  follows.  Two  of  my  serTanls, 
on  their  way  from  Calcutta,  where  they  have  been  with  me, 
were  aacertained  to  have  come  as  far  as  Bankipore  near 
PatDB;  bat  no  more  was  heard  of  them  for  more  than  a 
week,  and  I  found  out  on  enquiry,  that  the  road  between 
Cheeran  and  Sheirpore  Ghaut,  a  little  above  Dinapore, 
which  is  very  lonely,  being  covered  a  good  deal  with 
water  in  the  rains,  was  reckoned  nnaafe,  and  infested  with 
Robbers. 

16th.  I  knew  the  inhabitants  of  the  Thannahs  through 
vhich  it  passes,  to  bear  rather  a  bad  character  for 
plunder,  ptfticnlarly  of  boats,  as  is  stated  above,  and 
was  convinced  that  the  men  had  been  murdered,  and  that 
many  others  must  bars  shared  the  same  fate.  As  it  was 
impossible  that  sach  crimes  oonld  have  been  committed, 
and  never  heard  of,  withoot  the  connivance  and  grosa 
negligence  of  the  Police  OGBcera  of  Gooltingnnge  and 
Cnsmer,  I  sospended  them  all,  (with  the  exception  of 
the  Darogah  of  Casmer,  who  had  lately  been  appointed 
and  apprehended  the  Dacoits  in  the  foregoing  case)  and 
sent  olber  oiGcers  to  take  charge  of  the  Thannahs,  with 
a  party  of  Burkundazes  and  Chowkeedars,  under  the 
Darogah  of  the  Town  of  Chapra,  whom  I  pat  over  the 
whole. 

17th.  The  above  party  succeeded  in  apprehending 
six  persons  going  in  a  body,  with  property  on  them, 
proved  to  have  belonged  to  the  people  who  were  missing ; 
also  a  quantity  of  property,  evidently  obtained  by  plun- 
der, and  cords,    knives  and  kboopees,  such  as  grass 
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cnttet'9  use,  but  which  ThD8:8  also  ose  to  bary  bodies  and 
property,  being  tbe  most  portable  instraments  for  doin^  so. 
18th.  Hr.  Fleming  who  happened  to  arrive  at  this 
station  to  hold  tbe  sessions  there  very  kindly  informed  me, 
that  be  bad  lately  tried  a  case  of  Thuggee  at  Gorackpore 
in  which  there  was  no  doabt  that  some  of  tbe  persons 
concerned  were  inhabitants  of  this  district ;  and  he  also 
was  so  good  as  to  give  me  a  pernsal  of  his  Rooeedad  or 
summing  up  of  tbe  case,  from  which  and  from  further 
information  received  from  bim  I  foand  that  there  was  a 
large  gang  of  Thugs  in  this  district,  where  it  joins  to 
Gorockpore,  that  they  had  been  there,  and  carried  on 
their  depredations  to  an  enormons  extent  and  to  a  great 
distance,  from  generation  to  generation,  with  the  utmost 
boldness,  and  hardly  any  molestation ;  and  that  five  of 
the  six  apprehended  belonged  to  the  gang,  and  that  one 
was  a  notorious  sirdar,  bis  son  was  taken  with  him,  and 
his  father  and  one  brother  have  been  taken  since.  Another 
brother  named  Sbitaub  Khan,  is  still  at  large,  and  is  I 
believe  at  present  with  Sheikh  Amee,  son  of  Cbond,  who 
was  ooocerned  in  the  late  murder  of  the  Sipidiees  in 
Gornckpore,  for  which  two  of  tbe  gang  were  lately  hang- 
ed, and  a  third  brother  named  Mosahib,  is  at  present  in 
tbe  Gornckpore  Jail,  having  been  convicted  of  highway 
robbery  attended  with  mnrder.  Another  of  tbe  persons 
apprehended  is  Bazoo,  son  of  Jeean  Khan,  and  both 
father  and  son  were  imprisoned  on  the  above  murder.  All 
this  I  have  traced  from  the  information  given  to  me  by 
Mr.  Fleming,  for  notwithstanding  its  being  known  to  the 
Magistrate  of  Gorockpore  that  the  above  persons  were 
inhabitants  of  this  zillab,  no  commonication  regarding 
tfaem  was  made  to  me ;  what  the  consequence  of  Euch 
anacoountable  want  of  co-operation  might  have  been,  I 
need  not  point  oat. 
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19th.  The^ng  is  composed  chiefly  of  Mnssnlmeti, 
and  the  leaders  of  it  are  almost  all  of  that  persnasion  : 
there  are  Sirdars  and  Jemadars  of  it,  and  their  head- 
qaarters  are  in  Pergannab  Kowareein  Tfaanoah  Hoosayn- 
pore.  There  are  however  many  Hiadoos  and  Dosaods 
in  it,  and  a  very  leading  character  is  named  Anund  Lall 
Bhat,  who  is  not  yet  taken.  I  reckon  their  nnmber  to  ba 
between  two  hnadred.  I  beliefe  they  have  accomplices 
and  correspondents  in  many  parts  of  the  conotry.  One 
of  them  when  be  was  apprehended  many  years  ago, 
■aid  to  one  of  the  officers  of  the  court,  that  be  could 
.  send  a  message  to  Calcntta,  or  any  part  of  the  conn-  . 
try,  end  receive  an  answer  in  much  less  time  then  the 
dawk. 

•  SOUt.  They  appear  quite  independant  of  the  *'  Seear- 
marwai"  of  Bnrraitob,  and  were  evidently  anknown 
vhen  the  late  Mr.  John  T.  Shakespear  wrote  bis  report 
on  Bnddeek  and  Thngs.  How  mnch  farther  their  depre* 
daUons  extend,  it  is  difficnlt  at  present  to  say;  but  so 
far  I  am  certain,  that  they  infest  the  districts  of  Gomck- 
pore,  Oha2Seeporfl,  Benares,  Joanpore,  Mirzapore,  Tir- 
hoot,  FatDB,  Behar,  Shababad,  and  perhaps  Bhagnlpore 
and  Bamgbar  i  and  that  many  crimes  attribated  to  the 
Seearmurwai  of  Borraitch  have  been  perpetrated  by 
them  appears  certain. 

Slst.  The  records  of  this  office  prior  to  1809  are  so 
Tery  defective  and  oonfnaed,  that  I  conld  not  discover 
any  acconnt  of  this  gang  from  them  ;  bat  I  fonnd  that  in 
1810,  in  conaeqnence  of  information  given  by  Khodabux 
Khan,  sixteen  of  the  gang  were  apprehended,  as  being 
notorioDS  robbers,  bnt  after  on  examination  were  all  re- 
leased in  conseqnence  of  nnmerons  witnesses,  most  of 
whom  belonged  to  the  gang,  declaring  them  to  be  men  of 
good  character,  and  highly  respectable ;  and  I  believe 
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erery  man  in  the  diitrict  wonid  have  aaid  the  aame 
Utinjf,  for  no  man's  life  vas  sttfe  a  moment  who  dared  to 
iDform  against  them;  but  independant  of  what  is  con* 
tained  in  the  present  enqairy,  the  bad  character  of  many 
that  were  then  appreheoded  has  been  sobsequently 
proved.  One  of  them  named  Syfoo  Khan  was  a  Goinds 
many  years  afterwards,  having  first,  in  oonynncdoo  with 
some  others  of  the  gang,  murdered  the  above  Kbodaboz 
Kfaan  the  informer.  In  consequence  of  information 
given  by  Syfoo,  the  morder  which  took  place  last  year  in 
Tirhoot  was  discovered,  and  be  died  shortly  afterwards. 
Z  need  not  in  this  place  slate  any  more  to  shew  that  the 
terror  in  which  the  gang  was  held  by  people  of  all  classes, 
prevented  information  being  given  against  them,  in- 
oreased  no  donbt  by  (he  alwve  sixteen  persoos  being  all 
released. 

33d.  In  1814,  fifteen  of  the  gang  were  token  in  the 
fiehar  district,  in  consequence  of  a  marder  which  was 
committed  at  Pandaraolc  near  Bar,  bat  in  conseqaence 
of  want  of  proof  againat  them,  they  were  all  pat  on 
secarity  for  good  behavioar.  Eleven  gave  seonrity,  and 
were  afterwards  released  by  the  Commissioner,  nnder 
the  provisions  of  Reg.  8  of  1818.  An  aocoant  of  this 
marder  will  be  fonnd  in  your  office. 

S9d.  In  the  end  of  1814  five  of  the  gang  were  appre- 
hended in  oonseqaenoe  of  information  given  on  oalh 
by  the  above  informer  Khodabux  Khan,  Ullum  Noor- 
bauf,  and  Hitcha  Pasban,  bnt  were  released  in  conse- 
qnencB  of  some  of  the  gang  coming  forward,  and  giving 
them  good  characters  ;  and  Khodabux  Khan  was  impri- 
soned three  months,  and  a  Mochnlka  of  St.  Ra.  100  was 
taken  from  Khodabux,  and  a  Mocholka  of  St.  Rs.  SO 
from  each  of  the  others,  binding  them  to^venoinch 
iDformation  (apparently  false)  in  future. 
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34tfa.  It  would  have  beea  well  for  Ktiodabnx,  if  be 
had  oonformed  to  this,  and  reliaqnUhed  his  hopeless 
trade  of  iDformiD^  against  thein,  bat  a  few  years  after- 
wards he  agaia  Tolanleered  bis  services  in  Zillah 
Gorackpore,  to  bant  some  of  them  down,  and  was 
mardered  by  them.  The  mnrder  was  proved  against  the 
gang,  and  soma  of  them,  I  believe,  are  in  Jail  for  it  now. 
Ullnm  Noorbauf  wisely  quitted  the  conntry  shortly  aflter 
andergotng  his  pnnishmeat,  as  related  in  the  foregoing 
para.,  and  bag  not  been  heard  of  since. 
-  3dth.  Id  1621,  one  of  the  gang  named  Mnddaree,  was 
taken  np  and  tried  for  throwing  a  noose  over  a  man's 
head,  which  stnok  on  his  nose,  and  cut  it.  He  was 
committed,  and  the  case  was  referred  by  the  Court  of 
Circait  to  the  Sadder  Nizamnt  A.dawlnt,  bnt  be  was 
acquitted  in  consequence  of  a  slight  discrepancy  in  the 
evidence. 

'  36th.  In  1624  Bncktawor  Khao,  one  of  the  gang  wbo 
was  formerly  taken  and  released  in  1810,  was  ag«tt 
apprehended,  in  conseqoence  of  information  given  by  a 
person  named  Ujjoodhea  Roy,  bot  the  Magistrate  con- 
sideriog  them  both  equally  bad,  ordered  them  both  to 
find  security  for  six  months,  in  the  amount  of  a  buodred 
rupees.  A  great  deal  of  suspicions  property  which  waa 
found  on  Bnktawnr  was  confiscated,  bat  be  was  able  to 
give  security  and  was  released,  while  the  nnfortanate 
informer  was  imprisoned  six  months,  not  being  able  to 
find  security. 

27th.  Id  the  end  of  1626,  one  of  the  gang  named 
Shnmsbair  Khan,  was  apprehended  for  being  with 
nearly  fifty  followers,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Dewa 
at  Manjfaee,  for  some  days,  and  being  suspected  by  the 
Darogah  of  having  come  there  for  nothing  but  plunder. 
The  followers  immediately  dispersed.  Nothing  could  b* 
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proved  against  Shamshair,  and  io  1826  he  was  released 
by  order  of  the  CircDit  Jadge. 

S8th.  Thns,  it  appears,  that  in  two  iostances,  the  in- 
formers were  punished  and  the  accused  got  off,  and  one 
informer  met  bis  death  bjr  perBistiog  in  acting  against 
the  gang.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at  that  no 
other  person  has  since  dared  to  come  forward  against 
them  until  now.  On  any  of  the  above  occasions  of  part 
of  the  gang  being  taken,  the  whole  might  have  been 
brought  to  light,  as  it  is  now,  if  the  investigation  had 
gone  farther  and  confidence  had  been  given  to  people  to 
come  forward,  and  if  there  had  been  any  idea  of  the 
'  existence  of  the  gang,  bnt  I  hope  the  time  is  now  over 
when  no  one  dared  to  oppoae  or  give  information  against 
them. 

39th.  After  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  trials  above 
elloded  to,  and  obtaining  a  good  deal  more  information 
respecting  the  haunts  and  proceedings  of  the  gang,  I 
sent  the  Darogah  of  Chopra  with  a  party,  and  an  order 
to  Baboo  Chntterdbaree  of  Sauhys,  on  whose  estate  moat 
of  the  gang  resided,  to  give  every  assistance  the  Darogah 
might  require.  I  gave  the  Darogah  a  list  of  persons  to  be 
apprehended,  and  searched,  and  power  to  apprehend  and 
search  others  who  might  be  strongly  suspected  of  belong- 
ing to  the  gang. 

30tb.  The  measure  baa  been  very  sncoessful,  as  the 
annexed  list  of  persons  apprehended  will  shew  ;  and 
although  it  will  probably  be  difficult  to  prove  any  thing 
farther  than  notorions  bad  character  against  most  of 
them,  still  the  gang  will  not  soon  recover  from  the  blow 
they  have  now  received,  and  I  hope  to  prove  enongh  to 
shew,  that  very  few  that  have  been  taken,  can  with  safety 
to  the  community  be  released. 


igtizedoy  Google 


(     256    ) 

3lBt.  To  retom  to  the  case  of  highway  robbery^I 
committed  the  six  who  were  first  taken  and  five  others 
against  whom  three  persons  afterwards  deposed.  I  fear 
I  wu  a  little  too  hasty,  in  admitting  those  three  persQns 
as  witnesses.  That  they  were  themselves  a  part  of  the 
gang,  I  had  no  doubt,  bat  still  from  the  evidence  they 
gave  before  me,  and  io  the  want  of  all  proof  of  their 
being  conoerned,  I  took  their  evidence  on  oatb,  and  com- 
mitted the  cue  for  trial. 

33d.  It  has  been  postponed  to  the  oexLt  SessionB,  and 
I  hope  before  that  time  to  be  able  to  get  more  evidence 
against  the  prisoners.  Most  of  the  gang,  I  believe,  that 
were  at  their  homes  when  the  Darogah  of  Chopra  was  sent 
against  them,  have  been  taken.  A  nnmber  of  them  who 
were  oat  on  predatory  excnraions  will  retarn  when  the 
rains  set  in,  and  many  of  those  who  fled  on  the  approach 
of  the  Darogah  will  probably  return  also  at  that  time. 
I  therefore  remain  qniet  till  then,  when  I  hope  to  make 
another  saocessful  attack  on  them,  and  in  the  mean  time 
I  am  not  without  hope  of  apprehending  Amee  and  Shitab 
Khao,  motioned  in  the  IStb  paragraph  of  this  Report. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  3df  Judge  of  the  Patna 
Court  of  Cirenit,  under  date  the  SOth  April  1837. 

lltfa.  It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  the  more  heavy 
erimes  of  dakaitee,  marder  and  robbery  are  not  prera- 
lent  in  this  district,  and  althoagh  Thuggee  nay  have 
prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  thui  was  saspecled,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  yoar  snccesa  in  apprebendiog  part  of 
the  gang  of  Thngs  who  have  so  long  infested  this  and  the 
neighbdnring  districta,  and  the  knowledge  yoa  have 
acquired  of  their  haunts,  will  enable  yoa  entirely  to  sup- 
press the  crime. 

{True  Extract.) 
,      (Signed)        W.  A.  PRINGLE. 

Setsion  Judge. 

Extract  from  the  orders  of  Cfovernment  recently  eommu- 
nivated  to  the  Superintendent  Police,  under  date  the 
5th  July  183r. 

Para.  dth.  flis  Lordship  in  Council  has  observed  with 
aatisfactioD  the  active  measures  parsued  by  Mr.  W.  A. 
Pringle  for  the  suppression  of  highway  robbery  and 
Thuggee  in  the  district  of  Sarnn,  and  trust  you  will  be 
able  to  report  the  oonviotton  of  the  delinquents  who  have 
been  apprehended  and  committed  to  take  their  trial 
before  the  Court  of  Circuit. 

(True  £xtract.) 
(Signed)        C.  B.  BARWELL, 

J.  P.  L.  P. 
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List  of  Thugt   infesting   the    Sanm    and    Oorueipore 
Districts. 

No.  1. — Nnndlal  Bfaat,  airdar  aod  partner  with  Bhoo- 
wo)  Kban,  about  30  years  old.  short  uid  stoat,  fair  com- 
ple&ioD.     Inhabitant  of  Sikta  is  Majowah, 

No.  3. — Bboownl  Khan,  leader  of  the  whole  gan^, 
abont  50  years  old,  rather  tall  and  strong  made,  aod 
ratber  dark  complexion.  Inhabitant  of  Soopaoolee, 
Pergannab  Dnnkaee. 

No.  3. — Hyder  Kbaa,  a  follower  of  Bhoownl  Kban. 
about  50  years  old,  tall  and  tbin,  fair  complexion.  lahabi- 
tant  of  Arooleea,  Perguanah  Sepah  ;  he  is  nnole  of 
GhuBsee  Khao,  who  married  adaogbter  of  BboowulKhao. 
was  married  to  Madaree,  son  of  Niorant  Khoa,  at  which 
marriage  Gbendah  aad  Mukoond  were  apprefaeoded  and 
hanged  at  Goruckpore  for  tbe  murder  of  the  Sepoys  in 
1837. 

No.  4.^Manjoo  Khan,  son  of  Hyder,  and  son-in-law 
of  Bboownl  Kban,  25  years  old,  tall  and  thin,  fair  com- 
plexion.  Inhabitant  of  Aroleea.  Ha  is  a  follower  of 
Bhoownl  Khan. 

No.  5. — Meer  Allee,  a  follower  of  Bboownl,  abont  28 
years  old,   middle  size,   stout  and  very  dark  eomplexioo.   ' 
Inhabitant  of  Aroleea.     He  married  a  daughter  of  Hyder 
Kban. 

No.  6^— Hassan  Ullee,  brother  of  Meer  Allee,  about 
33  years  old,  middle  size,  stout,  very  dark  complexioD, 
very  thick  :  be  is  a  follower  of  Bboownl  Khan. 

No.  7. — TJngDOO  Kbaa,  40  years  old,  sl^rt,  stout,  fair 
complexion  ;  a  follower  of  Bhoowal  Khan. 

No.  8.— Bokhnt ;  No.  9,  Keeroo  Khan  ;  No.  10, 
Zabbur  Khan ;  No.  11,  Masabib  Khan,  and  N».  12. 
Silwunt  Kban,  are  all  sons  and  followers  of  Bboowat  Kban. 
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No.  13. — SewoD  Ray,  Rajpoot,  is  a  follower  of 
Bhoowol  Khao,  rather  dark  complexioD,  tall  and  stoat, 
40  years  old. 

No.  14. — Fntteh  Khan,  alias  Gharot  Khan,  nephew  of 
Bhoowul  Khan,  30  years  old,  tall  and  stoat,  fair  com- 
plexion ;  is  a  sirdar.  Inhabitant  of  Misrowlee,  Pergan- 
nab  Sepah. 

No.  15. — Feiz  Ullee,  his  brother,  is  abost  25  years  old, 
tall,  rather  thin,  fair  complexion.    Their  father  named 
•  «  •  •  « 

No.  16. — Murdnn  Kbao,  an  old  man  of  70  or  80,  goes 
vith  them. 

No.  17. — Lai  Mohamud  is  a  g^rand  son  of  Mnrdnn 
Khan  and  a  follower  of  Futteh  Khan.  He  is  a  large 
powerful  man,  with  rather  a  fair  complexion,  aboat  30 
years  old. 

No.  18.— Fntteh  Khan,  aboat  25  years  old,  rather  tall 
and  thin,  fair  complexion. 

No.  19. — Rflddhey  Roy,  Rajpoot,  is  a  Sirdar,  35 years 
old,  middle  size,  fair  complexion,  inhabitant  of  Jngtowlee, 
pergannah  Kewarree.  He  is  a  very  smart  active  fellow 
and  has  about  thirty  followers. 

No.  30.— Bnnjan  Roy,  his  brother,  abont  33  years  old, 
rather  tall  and  thin,  very  fair  complexion. 

No.  21. — Bakht  Roy,  fmother  brother,  40  years  old, 
very  tall  and  strong,  rather  dark  complexion. 

No.  23. — Ganga  Roy,  another  brother,  about  30  years 
old,  middle  size,  very  strong,  with  fair  complexion. 

No.  33. — ^Toolsee  Roy,  nephew  of  these  brothers, 
nearly  35  years  old,  very  tall  and  thin,  with  fair  com- 
plexion. 

No.  34. — Joggee  Roy,  their  ancle,  was  imprisoned  in 
Goruckpore,  bntis  now  at  large,  50  years  old,  very  tall 
and  powerfal,  with  rather  dark  oomplexioD. 
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No.  25. — Shamshair  Khan,  is  a  follower  of  Radhey 
Roy,  about  35  years  old,  tall,  stoot  and  rather  thin.  I 
believe  he  was  ia  compaDy  with  the  Thu^  io  tha 
Goruckpore  cage  ia  1827,  and  gave  evidence  id  it, 
Bisnee  Rag  is  a  follower  of  Radhey  Roy. 

Noi.  S6 — Shitab  Khan,  is  brother  of  Niatnat  and 
Buktawar,  a  very  big  strong  man,  rather  dark  oomplexion, 
married  Afreen's  daughter. 

Ko.  27. — Sheikh  Amee,  who  was  acquitted  by  Mr. 
Elliott  on  the  very  same  evidence  as  that  on  which 
Ghendah  and  Mokoond  in  1^7.  Sometimes  goes  with 
one  party  and  sometimes  with  another,  ia  very'lndepen- 
danl  and  qnarrelsome. 

No,  28. — Jan  Bux,  goes  with  Niamut  Khan,'  also  his 
brother. 

No.  29. — Peerbnz,  ahoat  40  years  old,  Ihio,  with  rather 
dark  complexion. 

No.  30.— Bukht  Bailee,  brother  of  Sypboo  the 
informer  iD  the  Tirhoot  case,  was  married  to  a  sister  of 
Niamnt's. 

No.  3K — Kahar  Khan,  the  informer  in  the  Goraok- 
pore  case,  is  a  son  of  Bukbt  Bailee. 

No.  32. — Kodie  Khan,  about  25  years  old,  middle  size, 
dark  complexion,  is  a  follower  of  Neamat,  inhabitant  of 
Ghattee  in  Kooaree  Goolal) — the  one-eyed  man  is  really 
his  name. 

No.  33. — Madar  Bux,  and  has  a  nnmber  of  fol- 
lowers. 

No.  34,— Moheeballee,  the  man  with  the  large  Gaga  is 
one  also. 

No.  35. — Mnsahib,  all  these  three  were  apprehended 
by  me  and  released  by  Mr.  Elliott.  Alias  Peer  Bax 
No.  36,  who  is  son-in-law  of  Madarhox  ;  also  Baxoo 
No.  37  and  Jan  Bnx  No,  38. 
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Ko.  39. — Rnnjeel  Khan,  is  5on-ia-law  of  HadsriHix, 
tboDt  35  5ears  old,  rather  dark,  winks  with  one  eye, 
middle  size  and  stunt. 

No.  40. — Dilawnr  Kkaii,  is  a  notorious  Thug.  He 
was  apprehended  by  me  in  1827  and  not  being  able  to 
give  secDrity  was  imprisoned.  He  is  about  35  years  old, 
very  thin  and  rather  tall,  with  yellow  complexion. 

No.  41.— Sheikh  Kallee,  a  brother  of  Mudar  Bax,  is, 
I  believe,  itnpTisoned  in  Gorackpore. 

This  list  was  prepared  by  me  in  1828,  and  contained 
nearly  all  the  information  I  possessed  on  the  snbjeot  in 
addition  to  what  is  given  in  my  Report  to  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Police,  dated  the  9lh  of  May  1827,  with  the  list 
which  accompanied  it. 

On  September  16lh,  1829,  Thugs  were  apprehended  in 
a  body  on  the  Bnzar  road  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Smith,  Magis- 
trate of  Shahabad,  and  on  his  applying  to  me  for 
information,  a  copy  of  it  was  sent  to  him,  and  it  was 
found  to  contain  no  less  than  nine  oat  of  the  sixteen,  viz. 
Bhoownl  Khan,  UngnooKhan,  MeerAllee,  UngooKhan, 
Bnkht  Khan,  Zabbnr  Khan,  Silwnnt  Khan,  Shitab  Khan. 
and  Nahir  Khan. 

No.  43. — Doohree  Khan,  who  had  lost  the  use  of  his 
legs,  has,  I  have  heard,  recovered  and  become  a  very 
active  Thog:   he  was  a  witness  in  1837. 

I  have  heard  that  one  Shnmshair  Khan,  No.  43.  sen 
of  Hitcha  Khan,  was  sent  to  Saagor,  and  another  (son  of 
Hiat  Khan)  was  an  informer  of  Patna. 

I  have  beard  that  Niamat  Khan,  his  son  Hoddaree, 
Bnkht  Khan  and  one  fiakhtawur  Khan,  were  sent  to 
Sanger,  and  that  another  Bukhtawnr  was  imprisoned  for 
life  with  Sheikh  Amee  No.  27  of  my  second  list  of 
Ghazceporein  1833.  Masahtb,  No.  4  of  my  first  and  34 
of  my  second  list,   was,  I  hear,  sent  to  Saugor ;  also 
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J*n  Buz,  No.  15  of  my  first  list.  Torab  Kban  md  Uad- 
daree  Khan,  son  of  Hilcha,  No.  8  and  9  of  my  first  list,  are 
dead;  and  I  have  beard  tbat  Sbitab  Kban,  lio.  36  of  my 
■ecood  list  is  dead  too,  bnt  I  doabt  Ibis. 

(Signed)        W.  A.  PRFNGLE, 

Settion  Judge, 
Ch^a,  January,  1836. 

(Tme  Copies) 
(Signed)    VT.  M.  RAMSAY,  AitUt.  Gtnl.  Supt. 
W.  H.  SliEEMAN,  Gtnl  Supt. 


APPENDIX     T. 

CAPTAIN  SHERRIFF'S  PROCEEDINGS  IN 
1883,  ATJHALNA. 

To  Sir  C.  METCALFE, 

ResiAnt,  ifc,  ^c.  ^c.  Hyderabad.     . 
Sis, 

Some  infurmation  baving  reached  this 
station  about  the  latter  end  of  last  month  from  Miyor 
Parker  at  Hingolee,  of  murders,  sapposed  to  have  heen 
committed  on  tbe  road  between  this  and  Kair,  Captain 
Sherrifi*,  tbe  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Police  of  this 
Camp,  immediately  detached  people  in  every  direction 
for  farther  information.  His  snocess  has,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  been  very  complete,  and  we  have  now  many  prisoners 
who  have  been  concerned  in  various  murders  in  the 
neighboarhood.  I  directed  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to  collect 
depositions  on  the  subject,  and  have  now  the  honor  to 
forward  the  proceedings  to  yon  with  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Sherriff,  detailing  a  plan  which  he  proposes  as  likely 
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to  be  effsctnal  in  secnring  many  more  of  these  desperate 
villaJDs.  I  coDsider  it  my  doty  to  state  that  the  active 
exertions  of  Captain  Sherriff,  since  the  information  was 
received,  have  been  nnreniitted,  and  T  trnst  the  lotel- 
ligence  vrhtch  he  has  obtained  and  is  every  day  acqairiog, 
may  lead  to  Ibe  detection  of  most  of  those  concerned  in 
such  criminal  proceedings,  and  I  can  answer  for  it,  that  he 
will  most  earnestly  carry  into  effect  any  instrnctioa  yoa 
may  be  pleased  to  convey  in  parsnance  of  so  desirable 
an  object. 

I  have  the  bonor  to  be,  &c. 
(Singed)     CHARLES  D£A.COK,  Lieut.  Col. 

Comdg.  L.  F.  D.  B.  S.  Force. 
P.  S. — I  have  to  request  yonr  Orders  regarding  the 
disposal  of  the  prisoners. 


Proceeding!  of  a  Court  of  Enquiry  asitmbled  by'order  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  Deacon,  Commanding  Light 
Field  Division  HyderahadSubaidiary  Force, at  the  Office 
of  Captain  Robert  William  Sherriff,  Sub-Assistant 
Commissary  General,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
such  circumstances  as  may  be  brought  before  it. 

Camp  Jaalnah,  8th  October,  1823. 
President. 
CapUin  Marnl,  IstBattn.  Sth  Begt.  N.  I. 

Mbmbbrs. 
Ltenteoants  Wallace  and  Cranston,  Rifle  Corps. 
The  Coart  being  duly  convened.  Captain  Sherriff  sub- 
mits the  following  circumstances  : 

On  the  30th  ultimo  I  learnt  by  a  letter  from  Major 
Parker,  Commanding  at  HingoUe,  addressed  to  Lieut. 
Col,  Lnsbington,   C.    B.,    that    four    bodies    had    been 
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diacovered  in  a  Nullah  near  tbe  village  of  Tauklee,  in  the 
Purbunnee  Parganaah.  The  Major'a  letter  was  accoin- 
panied  with  four  native  papers  aod  a  small  piece  of 
yellow  morocco  leather,  which  had  been  foond  near  the 
bodies.  Od  trsoslatiog  two  of  these  papers  I  had 
reason  to  believe  that  a  ^ang  of  Phaosegeers  had  left 
Hyderabad  to  march  for,  or  towards  Janlaah.  Having 
obtained  considerable  information  in  September  1821, 
of  the  habits  and  movements  of  the  Pbaosegeers,  I  Most 
BO  time  in  disposing  of  the  Police  in  such  a  manner  as  I 
thought  most  oondacive  to  tbe  apprehenaion  of  the  parties, 
who  I  concluded  from  (he  information  contained  in  the 
native  papers,  were  moving  on  these  roads. 

Two  Hiroarrahs  were  accordingly  dispatched  to  (be 
spot  where  the  bodies  bad  been  seen  near  Tanklee, 
whence  tfaey  were  directed  to  make  a  vigilant  and  caa- 
tions  search  for  tbe  murderers.  On  the  22d  altimo,  I 
learnt  that  five  bodies  had  been  seen  in  a  well  on  tbe 
right  of  tbe  JaETerabad  road  and  distant  about  seven  coss 
from  Jaulnab.  About  this  period  a  respec(able  Bramia 
attached  to  the  Bazar  informed  me  that  bis  son  and 
nephew  had  disappeared  near  the  village  of  Pokery, 
where  they  had  halted  for  one  night  on  their  way  to 
Janlnab  from  their  own  village  Laorgee ;  the  Bramins 
and  the  Pateol  of  Pokery  had  adopted  every  measure 
and  means  in  (heir  power  to  discover  tbe  lads  who  were 
missing,  bat  nothing  could  be  found  of  them.  I  directed 
two  Hircarrahs  to  accompany  tbe  Bramins  lo  examine 
the  five  bodies  that  had  been  found  in  tbe  well.  On 
reaching  the  well  Uie  Hircarrahs  found  fonr  bodies  float* 
ing  on  the  water,  three  with  their  faces  uppermost  and 
one  with  the  face  downwards.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  take  the  bodies  out  of  the  well  but  it  failed.  They 
had  been  so  long  in  the  water  that  they  separated  and 
2  L 
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broke  to  pieces  on  bein^  moved.  The  villagers  informed 
tbe  firamias  tfaat  tbey  wore  of  opinion  from  Ums  appear- 
ance of  the  bodies  on  being  6rst  discovered  in  tiie  water, 
that  they  must  be  Rajpoots  or  Marwaries,  and  two  of 
them  had  bees  booad  together  with  pieces  of  jangle 
creepers :  from  tfaia  accoant  and  the  general  size  and 
appearance  of  the  bodies,  the  Bramias  were  satisfied 
that  they  irere  not  the  lads  tbey  bad  lost. 

X  was  DDW  certain  that  the  Pbaosegeers  had  passed 
towards  Berar  and  sent  two  smart  HiroarrahB  to  Gad 
thetn  ont.  These  Hircarraha  reached  JaSerabad  on 
Wednesday  the  34Ui  nitimo,  aod  apprehended  Jnraanl 
Kban  the  leader  or  Mnneem  of  the  gang,  and  his  brother- 
in-law  Abbas  Ally,  and  eent  them  into  Jaalnah  with  a 
Tattoo  loaded  with  a  quantity  of  saspicious  properly. 
The  Hircarrahs  wrote  me  from  Jafferabad  that  they  had 
first  seen  Jnmaal  Khan  in  tbe  village  of  Gordegaon 
drinking  spirits  As  they  passed  for  Jafferabad  withont 
bis  observing  them ;  be  reached  Jafferabad  the  follo«ing 
day;  the  Hircarrahs  knew  him  to  be  a  thief,  as  three 
years  ago  be  bad  been  apprehended  in  the  Jantaah 
Bazar  with  snspicioas  property  in  bis  possession,  wbicb 
be  bad  offered  for  sale.  They  enquired  of  him  tbe  canse 
of  bis  being  at  Jafferabad:  he  anawsered  that  he  had 
left  Janlnah  tbat  morning  and  was  on  faia  way  to 
Ellicbpore. 

The  Hircarraha  foand  a  person  called  Seo  Deen, 
talking  with  Jnmanl  Khan,  and  as  tbey  knew  him 
to  belong  to  tbe  village  of  Xngevaree  close  to  onr 
camp,  tbey  enqnired  the  purport  of  his  oonversation  with 
Jnmaal  Kban.  See  Deeo  replied  that  he  knew  nothing 
•boat  the  old  man  and  had  only  replied  to  some  qnestions 
pnt  to  bim  abont  travelling,  and  tbat  tbey  had  agreed  to 
march  together  early  in  the  morning  for  Chickly.    Tbe 
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Hircarrabs  stippoaing  Sea  Deen  to  be  an  honest  maa 
waraed  him  against  travelling  with  Jamaal  Khao,  and 
recommended  bis  retaraiog  immediately  to  Janlnah  ;  bo 
promised  to  do  80  and  came  to  me  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  37lb  altimo,  and  apprized  me  of  the  apprehension  of 
Janianl  Khan  and  Abbas  Ally  ;  he  added  that  the  Hir- 
carrabs bad  by  their  diligence  and  arrival  at  Jafferabad 
saved  his  life,  as  he  wonid  certainly  otherwise  have  been 
mnrdered  by  Jamaal  Khan  and  his  party.  On  the  arrival 
of  Jumaal  Khan,  the  Bramins  were  sent  for  who  bad  lost 
their  sons,  and  the  saspicious  articles  foand  npon  Jumanl 
Khan  were  examined  amongst  these  articles ;  tbey  recog- 
nized a  Jemboa  and  Chnraloo  the  property  of  the  missing 
lads.  These  poor  people  instantly  gel  op  a  most  dismal 
yell,  and  requested  Jumanl  Khan  by  threats  and  intreaty 
to  divulge  how  be  had  disposed  of  the  missing  lads. 
Jumaul  Khan  seemed  agitated  on  the  discovery  of  these 
articles  and  partly  allowed  that  they  had  been  murdered. 
He  was  given  to  know  that  the  property  fonnd  npoo 
Lim  as  well  as  the  circnmstance  of  the  lads  being  mis- 
sing,  were  sufficient  evidence  that  he  bad  been  concern' 
ed  in  their  murder,  and  he  was  again  requested  to  point 
out  where  the  lads  might  be  found.  Then  he  men- 
tioned that  the  Bramios  bad  been  killed  by  his  people 
who  bad  effected  their  escape  when  he  was  apprehend- 
ed at  Jafferabad,  and  that  their  names  were  Malluk 
Mahomed,  Fnkeer  Mahomed,  Hussan  Mahomed  and  a 
boy  Ramaanee. 

Jumanl  Khan  soon  afterwards  described  the  spot  where 
the  young  Brunios  had  been  killed.  The  relations  went  out 
the  next  day,  and  searched  all  about  the  place  mentioned, 
bat  conid  not  discover  the  bodies  or  the  remains  of  them. 
This  iudoced  me  to  send  Jumaul  Khan  to  shew  the  place. 
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He  vas  Btteoded  by  the  Catwal  and  ireat  direct  to  tbe 
part  of  the  Nallah  where  they  had  perpetrated  the  mar- 
dera,  and  a  little  farther  dowD  ia  a  pool  which  had  deep 
mod  at  the  bottom,  the  boaea  and  two  odd  slippera  that 
belonged  to  the  lads  were  fonnd. 

The  Hircarraha  got  two  more  of  the  gang  Sied  Ally 
and  Hussein  Mahomed  at  Cbickly.  These  men  hare 
made  extensive  aod  valnable  confessions  which  have,  led 
to  the  detecUon  of  Seo  Deen,  the  man  who  met  the  Hir- 
-  carrafa,  at  JafTerabad,  and  who  tarns  oat  to  be  an  old 
offender;  and  three  men  residing  in  oor  Bazaar,  opon 
whom  property  corresponding  with  that  fonnd  npoD  Sied 
Ally  and  Hnssein  Mahomed  and  Jumaul  Khan,  has  been 
found.  They  bare  also  detected  live  men,  a  women  a 
boy,  and  girl,  at  the  village  of  Dioraee,  who  are  associates 
'  of  Jumaul  Khan  by  tbeir  own  free  confession,  and  have  a 
large  quantity  of  articles  apon  them  taken  from  travellers 
whom  they  have  minutely  described,  as  well  as  the 
sitoations  where  they  found  and  murdered  them.  The 
Pbansigeers  are  present  and  can  be  examined  by  the 
Conrt. 

Sied  Ally,  Fhansigeer,  is  called  before  the  Conrt  and 
states — "  I  am  the  son  of  Meer  Fuziil  Ally  who  was  a 
"  Bbala  Admee,  (respectable  mao).  I  was  born  near  Chota 
"  Amraotee,  in  the  Unturgaor  Sawergaor  Purgannah, 
"  where  my  father  lived  under  the  protection  of  Rajah  Jand 
"  Singh  of  Mahoon;  my  father  died  when  I  was  very  young, 
"  aud  having  qaarrelled  with  my  brothers  I  joined  the 
"  Phansigeers  when  I  was  a  boy,  without  knowing  at  first 
"  that  it  was  tbeir  profession  to  kill  and  rob  in  the  way  tbey 
"  do.  Emaam  Sabib  initiated  me  into  their  habits,  and 
<*  forced  me  to  marry  his  danghter  by  whom  I  have  had 
"  two  children,  who  are  dead  ;  I  am  heartily  tired  of  this 
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"  bad  proression  and  woatd  have  quitted  it  after  (he  Molie- 
"  ram,  when  I  came  to  Janlna  to  find  better  service,  bat 
"  failing  I  had  nothing  for  it  bat  to  retarn  to  the  Ma;l, 
"  under  JamanI  Khan.  Yon  may  enquire  of  thia  nan  if  I 
"had  not  quarrelled  with  him,  and  if  my  assertioDS 
"  regarding  my  quitting  the  gang  then  at  Budnapore, 
"  with  the  intention  of  not  retaming,  are  not  also  correct. 
"  I  have  done  much  injury  and  will  henceforth  make 
"  every  atonement  in  my  power  by  discovering  and  point- 
"  iug  out  every  person  belonging  to  the  gang.  All  I 
"  reqnire,  should  my  life  be  spared,  is  permission  to 
"  live  in  irons  or  in  any  sitaation  where  1  may  be  protect- 
"  ed  from  the  numerous  Phansigeers  who  inhabit  the 
"  Nandair  districts,  as  they  will  exert  every  endeavour 
"  to  destroy  me. 

"  1  have  already  undermined  all  their  houses,  and  have 
"  gone  too  far  in  my  information  against  them  to  recede  ; 
■<  no  person  engaged  with  these  people  has  hitherto  said 
"  so  much  ;  as  every  body  knows  how  revengful  these 
"  Phansigeers  are.  My  wife  is  now.  at  the  village  of 
"  Kbnree  ;  it  wonld  be  conferring  a  great  favor  by  letting 
"  her  live  with  me  in  confinement,  or  wherever  I  may  bo 
"  sent.  I  have  nothing  more  to  ask  bat  will  do  all  I  can 
"  in  putting  a  stop  (o  the  work  of  my  late  friends,  the 
"  Phansigeers,  as  my  safety  now  depends  upon  their 
"  destrnction." 

Camp  near  Jaulnah,  9th  October,  1823. 

The  Court  meets  pursnaut  to  adjonrnment  and  Sied 
Ally  is  again  called  in. 

A  large  quantity  of  suspicions  articles,  wearing  api^arel, 
&c.  found  on  a  tattoo  in  the  possession  of  JamanI  Khan 
and  Abbas  Ally,  are  shewn  to  Sied  Ally,  and  he  is  asked 
if  he  has  any  knowledge  of  them. 


igtizedoy  Google 


(     278     ) 

Sied  Atl;  describes  ibe  articles  as  follows  : — 

Anidt*.  Takn  fiom.  KamarHt. 

I  Blick  Cumbtce I  Hajee  fromHrcra,  Kilted  ■k»  Duhborie. 


I  Cholni  ud  a  Sbeel,  ,,    1   Hircarrali,   Killed  near  SwoooT. 

Killed  DCkr  Aarangl 
("Killed   beiirpen    Ai 


:siKr^":i'.'(  • -'■'. Kaw«.,A,„.,.,... 


3  Ponchei, 1  Marwarce, 


1  Cumblre,  aod   I  Diah,  3  Persoai, 

1  Saddl.  i™,, .J   *  Mnwulmant.  .., 


ir'Killed   beiirpen    Aoran- 
2  Bramiiu <      f  abad      and    Mooar 
t     Patun. 

S  Kilted  betw««i  DabfaO' 
)*  rie  and  Bndnapoar. 
^A  Mogul  and  bU  two 
1  •erraDta,  kilted  near 
)  ChaadM  ;  they  v«re 
t      going  to  Nagpoor. 


MielltotSkulUeFitb,) 


Killed  on  the  road  be. 
Jaffcrabad  and 


c««    from    Jaulnah. 


'  ^™^l""'*°""'  '  i    «  YouDg  Bramln.,..  J      their'    te-aio. 

CI"""*'""' *  '  1       poinled    out     by   Ju. 


(Killed  by  Ihe  gan 

'    4      Dewulfaum,  a 

i     cou    fram     Ja 

n 

.1 


ilaah. 

f  Kilted  OD   Ibe  road  be- 
twem  Jafferabad  and 

1  Oraamented       Cap,  J  1  Rajpooli,    •)      tU:*  goioe  to  Ellich- 

wora  by    R»»pooU,3  poor  to  tSaA  Major 

I      Seyer'*  Deo  Ihe  tword- 

A  qaantily  of  «Ttioie$  foond  in  tbe  bouse  of  Abboo 
Hobomed  and  Esoof  in  Ibe  rear  of  tbe  General  Bazar, 
(persons  pointed  oat  by  Sied  Ally  and  Hassflin  Bf  ahomed 
as  associates  in  the  Gang.  Jalloo,  i  stout  youn^  man 
tbe  son  of  Abboo,  was  an  active  accomplice  vitb  tbe  gang 
and  escaped  front   Jafferabad  wben  Jumanl  Kban  was 
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apprehended)  are  shewn   to  Sied  Ally,  and  he  describes 
saoh  articles  as  he  has  seen  as  follows  : — 


jlrHeltt. 


It   Plate    K>me  f   _ 
Fiah      called  ?  * 
.kft-kufi;  ....3 


1  CapaHosal,!  DholM, 

)  Br»i«  "■  ■ 
SkuUle 

Dureo-kft-ki 
3  Topcei,  cmbrgidend' 

with  fold,  &c. 
1  Piece  of  Muili 

1  Kolora 

I  Shidd, ,■ 

1  Bmm  Pot,  J 


1  Fint-NkliTcAattirkB') 

meolFd   botden,  Ik.  \ 
1  Piece  orSoMkra,. ,. .  V  3  Penun^  . 
I  Kece  of  aalh  Dolv, 

1  Diak, ' 

1  dina  Spoon, 


,  «c.  J 


I  Dholer,    ") 

9  Fine  Red  Turbasdi,  I 

1  Sbect, 

I  BraHpot,    }■  2  Branlfiu,... 

1  BrsM  Plate,    | 

1  LookiDE  Glan,   ....  I 
1  Pwce  oFSandaJ-wood  J 

!K%::::::::i  ""■-'"■• 

1  WbiteTarbaDd,.,.,..  3  Bramiiu,  .., 
1  AniDcka, *.,. 


1  Goorgee, 1  Hircamb, 


I  Black '( 


(  Killed   aitd  (brown  lato 
1  J      the  writ  neat  7  com 
(     from  Janlaah. 


Tbc  Mofal  and  Ivo 
Huisulinao  tfrTBUt* 
killed  m  >  Nullah 
near  Chaodie,  about 
t  co»  from  Jaahiafa 
—they  wtie  foing  to 
Nagpoor,  Ibe  Mogul 
mounted  or  a  hone, 
which  Seo  Deen,  ooe 
oF  the  fan{.  Bold  at 
Mallygaam. 


r  Killed  on  tbe  raad  be- 
f  twrCB  AiirBofabad 
f      Bad  Hoongy  PatDa. 


i  Killed  between   Budiu- 
poor  and  Dubhorie. 
t  Killed  Dear  Pakree   by 
'    \     Jumanl  Khan'i  parly. 
.  Killed  orar  Sapoor. 

{Killed  near  Sapoor— the 
Goorgee     faaa      b«o 
wanlied     by      Abhoo 
M  ahomed. 
.   Killed  near  Mulkapoor. 

^    JKiUed  neaiHalkapoor. 


Ii  Cholie, 
I  Pair  of  black  Cboli 

Clotb,  .., 
1  IridPm,. 

1  Iroo  Saddle,   J  S  Brainla*,. 

1  Tuwab,  * 


Clotb  McKfaanl,.,  KUled  ■ 
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TUimfiom. 


1  EraenMc,    __ 

&  SIriDKS  of  Bead*,    ■-  f   1  Johutee  or  Jewel-    (  v iii,j|,Mu.DewDl«n 
3  Grnn    Stonn     »ith  r        ler.    \  * 


or  Bead*,    ..  f   1 
Stonn     »ith  f 
inKripUon!,) 

vrdcrC   2 

:i*ou;>''*^'''"> I 


„,  .  ^  r  Killed  and  I 

"P'""'   >       -   -  )      tbe      —II 


1  Pair  ofGold  Barderv   it  Kajpooti,     < 

fc'CiP^ >  (.     fiim"J'aulDahr 

1  GoM^ee, -^  ^Killed    in    llie    Bubool. 

1  Small Chumcba,....  I  -    .      ,                              )      buod,      nenr      l^a^^. 

1  Piece  of  GreMiClolh,/-  "  ''^""' )     Raurn,  or  the  Akou- 

1  Cbudur, }  \     lat  Ruad  BeT«r. 

A  qnsDtity  of  articles  foDDd  upon  Fukeer  Mabomed 
Baadej^ee,  Kareem,  Hsjee  and  Paymat  Boodba,  poiHlcd 
oat  by  Haasun  Mahomed  and  Sied  Ally,  as  a  part  of  the 
gang,  are  shewn  to  Sied  Ally,  and  be  describes  tbem  as 
follows  : 

Article:  Taimfrom.  Remark: 

1  Chan    Bngblab    Ao-' 

r"k»i 

1  Rekabee 

I  Rich  Gold  Embroi- 
dered Bill,  worn  by 
Mahomed  an  Sirdan, 

I  Gold       Embroidered 


1   BraHPot,    

1  Quilted  Chintz  Jacket, 

1  BrauThalee,... 

1  Brass  Kalora, I  (  Kilkd    i 

I  Bran Cbaloee,   ....  L  ,  n„„:„.  )     ""T 

8  Dbot«», f  *  ^"'"""' )      Braminawb-go  about 

■  1  Chudur, *.     '•«tl»K- 


1  Cumble,  . 


1  SalTuitjce, "^ 

1  Fine  Swpnl   with  an 
Arabic  inicriptioa  on  [  1  Killeil  and  throws  inlo 


I  I  Killeil  and  throws  into 

I    „  —  ,      ,  I      the  well  7  con  from 

I  Fine  red  embroidered  f  *  «*JP**^    \     Jauloah,  alieadj  dc*. 

t.     cribed. 


Uw  blade, 

nbroideren  ■ 

Silk  Cloth,  

I  Embroidered  Topee,  | 
I  Fiece  of  Gold  Border,  J 


Powder  f  S  Mapwaro 
f     Women,., 
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Arttelet.  Taim  /Tom. 

I  Black CuDiblM,..,.'\ 
1  Abkora  gr  JMnkiny/ 

Veurl, \  8  Caniee  Eoireri, .. 

]  RedTurband,  ..,,1 
1  Runul,  ,,,,.,,,.,  J 
1  P'wct  of  Pbnrbu*,  . . "} 
I  New      Bnzice,     or  >  1  Harvaree, 

tt-ilt.  i 

1  NewTurband >   .  „„„,„„ 

1  Pair   fiae  gold    eiD-^ 

broldrredSIippcn,..  >    3  HiUNlnini,     ,,,. 
1  Iron  Diih y 

1  Brass  Tbalee, 1  Bramin,  ,.,.,... 


l-Pecnliaraort  of  Tin*) 
Te«pl  of  foreign  n 
nafactnre,   , 


of  Tin -J 


f  Silled  and  Ibniwn  into 
J  the  well,  already  de*. 
(      cribed. 

(-Killed   between  Budna- 
<  poor  and  Dubbaiee,  al- 
(  read;  described. 
(  Killed  between   Mnilat 
\      and  Jaflerabad. 
r  Killed  near  Nair,  tbejr 
■J      were  goins  fcom  Nag. 
C      poor  to  Akonlat 
CKilled  on  Ibe  other  side 
-<     of  fioreganni,  in  Be> 

Killed  near  Barregann 
in  Berar.  The  fel- 
low at  Ibis  tin  ves- 
sel baa  been  found 
In  our  Baiar,  where 
it  vai  (old  by  JuUoo 
tbe  son  of  Abboo 
Mahomed.  The;  are 
used  by  Hajees  for 
bringing   water  fram 


the 


well 


I  Red  Cotsunba  Tnr-'l 


1  Degcba, 3  Byrageet,    . 


1  Rekabee, 1 

ILota,    i 

1  Set  of  Taabns  or' 
Beads, 

6  Green  Noduleei  or 
Green  Stones,  with 
Arabic    ioscriptions, 

1  Carved  CrystalOioa. 

1  Iron  Teasel, •) 

a  Cbina  ink  Hidden,..  ■ 
1  Tatloo,    1 


(Killed neat Akoalat,  in 
1  Cloth  Merchant,..   <      Berar,  already   meo- 

C.     ti^wd. 

f  Killed     OD   tbe  Copnr. 

)  Hlndooilanee  1      gaon  roads,  they  were 

pDDibjab^ 1      coming    fram      Naa- 

f  Killed  on  the  Dbie- 
I    <      faondie    road,   in    Be- 

i     rar. 

C  Killed  beyond  Jaffera- 
.    -7     bad,  he  came    from 

I     Berar. 


1  Hussnlman, 


1  Johoiec  or  Jeweller  i 


f  Killed  on  the  Moongee 
1  Patnn  road,  near 
1     Aumngabad,  al- 

(     ready  detcribed. 
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Jrlldtt.  I\a«K  /ram.  tUmari*. 

1  Barber'*  TweewM, 


iag  them,, 


rinfrrr     Ni)il*,V  1  Berber,    ........  J      Ibe  nud  from  Ell'ick- 

•     hold-i  l_ 


(Rilka  mtr  hAn,  < 
Ibe  nud  from  Elln  ' 
pore  to  Nafpwe. 


li.^  L  ^  Silt 


2  Silvrr     Ban|[l 

the  Wriiils  .,._ 
?  B!lt'™''«"".ill  1  Sil»er   Smith  ud   1  Killed  betwe«  Dootial 

.hulb    ."ikST    a.!  f       »  Wo-". *      ""■  B«"'"»1>0'«- 

1  Small  DnkV'- 

Sied  ADy  is  sent  ont,  and  Bandoa  or  Baodegee,  a 
PfaaDsi^ar  of  Jomaul  Kban's  gang,  is  called  in. 

Tbis  man  volantarily  offered  to  point  oat  to  the  horse- 
men  who  escorted  him  into  Jaulnah  the  names  and  resi- 
dence of  all  the  people  who  have  been  engaged  with  him. 
He  is  now  directed  by  the  Court  to  look  at  the  articles 
foond  npon  Jnmaal  Kbaa  and  Abboo  Ally,  and  g^enerally 
corroborates  the  accoant  given  by  Sied  Ally,  but  differs 
in  one  or  two  instances  regarding  the  persons  from  whom 
the  articles  were  taken,  but  this  difference  is  easily 
BCcoooted  for,  when  it  is  known  that  the  gang  act  in 
parties  and  iconr  all  the  parallel  and  cross  roads  oo  the 
ronte  which  they  take.  These  parties  bring  in  and  give 
account  of  their  respective  acqaisitions,  after  which  a  fair 
'    distribution  of  the  whole  is  made. 

A  qaantity  of  suspicions  articles  found  upon  a  Tattoo 
in  the  posaessioD  of  Sied  Ally  and  Mahomed  Hussein  are 
shewn  to  BundoOf  and  he  very  generally  corroborates  the 
account  given  of  them  by  Sied  Ally  and  Mahomed 
Hussein, 


TalMitfirim.  HmmrlU. 

1  8Uu«  of  Tiubni' 


_.   Tiubni'\ 

113  Sm^    do.        Ao.) 


Wr 
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Artkbt. 

1  Ploireied     Hiuli 


1  Ploireied     Hiulio^ 
Angariti, t  •  Ml 

1  Piece  of  Barchip,  /  »  "' 

2  Dhals J 

...  SCa 

I- 


Taltm  frvm. 


I  Wktte  Cbudi 


^Killed  Tcon  froa  Jul- 
3  uh  uid  thrown  into 
"%     the  mil,  >l(Mdf  dM> 


1  Wfail«Tarbaud,. 
I  Iron  Veuel,,..,. 

I  Cumblee,    

1  Lralhcr    B«c     for' 
bolding  leUcn, 

1  DbotM, 


I  LoofciDfC GlaM,   .."^ 

1  SandnlWoodCourti 

of  Hiperior    work- 1 

1  Bundle    of    BrMii 
Cord*  for    S«etar,J 


1  Miu»iilin«»,  ..../     j^"° 


and   Auruntrabad,  al- 
ready drscribed. 
^Killed   btrond  JaiTer*- 
li  3      bad,  deacribedio  be  k 
fatnilj'  %o\Bfi   to  Ako- 
Uh. 
Eilled  ««ar  DewulgaaiD, 
deacribed      to     be      a 
MnDDjar  who   had  » 
larf[e    bundle    oa    hit 
back       of        articlM 
brougbtfrom  Bombftf. 


Bnndoo  alias  Baadegee,  bu  recognized  sererol  articles 
in  tbe  bandies  found  in  tbe  boase  of  Abboo  Mahomed 
and  bis  aon-in-lanr  Ecoof,  of  wbicb  Sied  Ally  had  no 
knowledge  and  from  the  open  and  direct  mode  of  Utia 
maa'a  oommnnications  and  answers  to  all  the  questioDS 
pat  to  him,  the  Court  hare  no  reasoD  to  suppose  (hat 
he  has  concealed  any  circnmataDce  that  coold  throw  light 
apOB  the  qnestions  proposed. 

Bandegee  is  directed  to  retire,  and  two  horsemen  of 
the  Reforaned  Horse  who  escorted  tbe  prisoners  from 
Deoraee,  are  called  in. 

They  state  that  a  brother  vf  one  of  the  Rajpoots  killed 
by  the  gang  and  thrown  into  tbe  well  7  cosa  from  Jaoloall 
met  them  at  Dubboree.  He  said  that  be  came  ftooi 
Elltchpore  to  look  for  his  brother  who  was  missing  od  the 
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TOB<)  betwfleD  AaruDgabad  and  Ellicfapoor.  He  entreat- 
ed permissioD  to  look  at  tbe  swords  foand  apon  tbe  pri- 
soners, when  be  saw  his  farotber's  sword  and  began  to 
cry  very  mncb.  The  man  is  a  Rajpoot  and  bis  mar- 
dered  brotber  is  said  to  have  been  a  Havildar  and  a  great 
favorite  of  Major  Davis  and  tbat  be  was  going  to  Eliich- 
poor  to  teacb  the  berse  there  tbe  new  drill  exercise. 

Bundegee  and  Sied  Ally  are  again  called  in  and  qnes- 
tioned  regarding  these  Rajpoots. 

Sied  Ally  speaks  clearly  to  tbe  qnestions'proposed  as 
follows. 

VTe  Jnmaal  Khan's  party,  which  was  composed  of 
Jnmanl  Khan  and  his  boy  Ramzanee,  Abbaa  Ally  his 
brother-in-law,  Bnrry  Khan  Fathan,  a  very  wicked  yoong 
man.  Mullock  Mahomed,  brother-in-law  to  Jnmaul  Khan, 
Mahomed  Hussein,  Julloo,  a  man  who  occasionally  lives 
in  the  Bazaar,  and  myself.  Sied  Ally  moved  from  Dhar- 
kinganm  on  tbe  road  between  Aorangabad  and  Moongy 
Putun  with  two  Bramins  and  proceeded  towards  Aarun- 
gabad.  We  killed  them  in  a  deserted  villi^  five  coss 
from  Aarongabad.  We  moved  into  Aniongabad  the  same 
aight,  where  we  met  Sahib  Khan't  party  and  started  with  . 
them  the  following  morning  towards  Ja&erabad.  At  the 
village  of  Buroor  we  joined  company  with  two  Rajpoots, 
and  marched  in  a  friendly  and  sociable  manner  with 
tbem  to  a  shaded.  Chnbootra  at  Bimdgaum.  Here  they 
smoked  their  Hookahs,  and  one  of  the  Rajpoots  who 
said  that  be  was  going  to  Elliohpoor  to  teach  the  sword 
exercise,  amnsed  tbem  by  displayipg' bis  skill  while  they 
sat  on  tbe  Cbnbootra. 

Jnmanl  Khan  proposed  many  friendly  qnestioos  and 
expressed  bis  great  satisfaction  on  baving  got  so  pleasant 
a  companion  to  travel  with  to  Ellicbpore.  We  all 
marched  together  and  pat  up  thatuigbt  at  a  BmaU'villBge 
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between  Bandganm  and  Dabbaree.  We  aguD.  started 
togetber  from  tbis  village,  and  having  passed  by  Dab- 
baree and  Cbandie,  met  anotber  Rajpoot  and  a  boy 
witb  a  tattoo  going  to  JElllicbpore.  We  all  pat  ap  for  tbe 
nigbt  in  a  small  Kbera  on  a  village  in  the  Jafierabad 
side  of  Cbandie. 

~  Sahib  KbaD  and  his  parly  followed  the  Riypoot  and 
bis  boy,  and  pat  ap  with  them  in  the  inside  of  tbe  village. 
Jamaal  Kban  and  myself  stuck  by  the  other  Rajpoot, 
Tacker  Sahib's  Orderly,  who  was  now  completely  in  onr 
power,  as  he  looked  npon  as  as  friends  and  fellow  tra-' 
Tellers. 

We  concerted  matters  with  Sahib  Khan's  party  to  start 
first  in  tbe  morning,  and  got  up  when  there  were  six 
gbnrries  of  tbe  night  remaining,  and  persuaded  him  to 
march;  be  did  so,  and  we  killed  faim  and  his  companion, 
tied  them  together  and  threw  them  into  a  well,  one  coss 
from  tbe  village.  Here  we  remained  concealed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  road  antil  Sahib  Khan's  party  arrived 
witb  the  other  Rajpoot,  the  boy  and  a  tattoo.  When 
they  arrived  near  tbe  well,  Sahib  Khan  and  bis  man 
killed  tbe  Rajpoot  and  the  boy,  and  threw  them  into  th6 
same  well,  and  we  all  moved  on  M  Doneganm  with  three 
gold  Pntlies,  one  Sword,  one  Topee,  and  two  Red 
Cloths  found  upon  tbe  Rajpoot,  going  to  teach  tbe 
sword  exercise.  On  tbe  other  we  got  121-  mpeys, 
three  Brass  Vessels,  and  the  Tattoo,  a  mare. 


Camp  at  Jaulnah,  llth  October,  18^. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjoarnment. 
From  tbe   varions   articles   of  property    which   have 
appeared  before  this  Coort,  and  found  upon  different 
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iDdividasU  employed  Doder  tbe  directtODB  of  Jamaal 
Kban,  the  Coart  is  of  opinion  from  the  strong  similarity 
of  one  article  wi(h  aaotherj  foaod  aa  already  stated  on 
different  people,  that  they  are  parts  of  a  whole  which 
must  have  been  divided  and  given  from  a  general  stock, 
and  this  opinion  is  made  very  strong  by  the  concnrrent 
leslimooy  of  the  individaals  Sied  Ally,  Hassein  Mahomed 
and  Bandgie,  who  assert  in  the  most  lolemn  manner 
that  they  were  present  and  assisted  in  the  destrnotion  of 
tbe  persons  from  whom  the  articles  were  taken. 

Captain  Sherriff,  Sab-Assistanl  Commissary  General, 
has  represented  to  tbe  Coart,  that  he  is  greatly  indebted 
to  the  information  furnished  by  ^e  prisoners  Sied  Ally 
and  Hassein  Mahomed,  which  enabled  him  to  get  hold 
of  Seo  Deen,  an  old  and  active  Phansigar,  who  haa, 
from  bis  being  a  Hindoo,  been  pecnliarly  snccessful  in 
the  art  of  deoepUon,  and  has  led  many  Hindoos,  Mar- 
waries  and  Bramins  to  their  destrnction.  The  above- 
mentioned  individaals  have  also  divulged  the  practices 
of  three  individuals  Abboo  Mahomed  and  his  bod  JoIIoo, 
and  Gon-in-law  Esoof,  who  have  had  a  hnt  for  the  last 
ten  months  in  rear  of  the  General  Basar  is  this  Camp, 
Jnlloo  has  been  present  for  a  long  period  with  tbe  gang, 
and  occasionally  comes  in  here  with  plunder  that  cannot 
be  disposed  of  at  other  places.  Abboo  Mahomed,  by  the 
evidence  of  Sied  Ally  and  Hassein  Mahomed,  served 
with  the  gang  when  be  resided  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Nandair,  and  his  son-in-law  served  with  them  uutil  he 
was  obliged  to  qnit  from  rbeamatism  in  the  knees. 
These  men  had  in  their  house  a  large  portion  of  articles 
which  appear  to  the  Coart  to  be  exactly  similar  to  the 
tbings  found  upon  Jnmaal  Khan  and  other  acknowledged 
Phansigars.  The  Phansigar  Seo  Deen,  after  decaiv- 
iog  tbe  Police  and  tbe  Officer  comnanding,  before  whom 
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he  was  taken  on  the  37th  ultimo  to  relate  his  story 
regarding  the  miracalons  escape  be  had  pretended  to 
have  made  by  the  arrival  of  Ibe  Hircarrabs  at  Jafierabad, 
was  foand  at  the  bouse  of  Abboo  Mahomed,  and  as  Seo 
Deea  does  not  now  pretend  to  deny  having  accompanied 
the  Phanaigars  into  Berar  and  Kandeisb  on  several 
occasions,  and  as  be  describes  the  murders  that  were 
perpetrated  there,  the  Coort  are  of  opinion  that  Abboo 
Mabomed  and  his  son  Jnlloo  (who  has  effected  bis 
escape  from  Jnfferabad  in  company  with  some  other  Jndi- 
viduals  of  the  gang)  and  his  son-in-law  Esoof,  mast 
be  principals  or  at  least  accomplices  in  these  nefarioas 
practices. 

Thongh  the  Conrt  are  fnlly  aware  that  Sied  Ally  and 
Bandflgee  are  polluted  with  iannmerable  mnrdera  and 
robberies  which  they  have  freely  acknowledged  and  con- 
fessed, and  that  tbeir  acknowledgments  and  confessions 
may  have  been  made  in  the  hope  of  saving  themselves, 
nevertheless  in  conseqaence  of  the  good  which  they  have 
already  done  in  detecting  so  many  of  the  gang,  some  of 
whom  are  nearly  related  to  tbem,  added  to  their  pro- 
mises of  pointing  oat  all  the  people  in  tbeir  own  coantry 
who  are  concerned  in  these  fatal  practices  of  secret 
mnrder  and  robbery,  the  Conrt  consider  it  to  be  tbeir 
dnty  to  bring  forward  the  services  of  these  men  and  to 
recommend  them  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  their 
superiors. 

The  horrid  murders  of  the  foar  Rajpoots  and  two 
CauseeCowreeBramins,  perpetrated  so  close  to  Janlnab, 
and  the  morders  of  the  Bramin  lads  are  crimes  of  so 
black  and  destroctive  a  nature  as  to  require  no'  comment 
from  this  Court. 
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Tbe  following  are  the  individuala  of  Ibe  gang  who 
have  been  apprebeoded. 

f  Leader  of  Ibis  gang  and  brother 
T  1  VL  Ito  Nnnnv,  a  leader ofthenDfr taken 

J.m..lKh.D...^„  AkoJah  in  1821.  .od  ao,  .  pri- 

(soDcr  at  AuroDgabad. 

1.  Abbas  Ally,  brother-in-law  to  Jmnaul  Kban. 

2.  Sied  Ally. 

3.  Hussein  Mahomed. 

4.  Abboo  Mahomed. 

5.  Esoof. 

6.  Seo  Deen. 

7.  Fukeer  Mabomed. 

8.  Bnndegee. 

9.  Kurreem  Khan. 

10.  Paymah  Boodha,  joined  from  the  Hiadooatanee 
gang. 

11.  Ajoorah,  joined  from  the  Hindoostauee  gang. 

12.  Hyder,  a  boy. 

Lists  of  all  the  other  individaals  of  these  gangs  have 
been  sent  by  Captain  Sherriff  to  Majors  Parker  and 
Seyer,  and  it  is  expected  that  with  the  assistance  of 
Sied  Ally  and  Hnssein  Mahomed,  they  will  all  be 
■ecnred  in  the  coarse  of  one  or  two  months. 

From  all  that  has  appeared  before  them,  the  Court 
have  no  doubt  in  their  minds  of  the  guilt  of  the  indiri- 
duals  ennmerated  above,  and  it  would  appear  that  these  ' 
Phansigars  moved  round  Anrnngabad  and  Jaulaah  as 
two  centres,  and  murdered  travellers  on  all  the  principal 
roads  leading  from  and  to  those  places,  extending  their 
excursions  from  these  centres  as  convenience  or  a  chance 
of  plundqr  suited,  and  always  returning  to  them. 

As  the  Court  were  about  to  conclude  their  proceedings, 
Bukbnr  Sing,  the  brother  of  one  of  the  Bajpoots,  thrown 
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into  the  well  Dear  this  place,  made  hia  appearance,  and 
ii  directed  by  the  Court  to  state  what  he  knows  of  his 
brother's  death. 

Bokbnr  Sing  accordingly  deposes  as  follows  :— 

My  brother  Arjoon  Singh,  a  Doffadar,  served  with 
Captain  Tocker  at  Anrnngabad.  He  left  at  Anrnnga- 
bad  a  Byragee  who  aHaally  lived  with  him  there,  and 
proceeded  towards  Ellicbpoor.  This  Byragee  started 
some  time  after  my  brother  and  came  to  Ellichpoor, 
■where  he  informed  me  that  one  month  and  five  days  had 
elapsed  since  my  brother  left  Aurnngabad,  and  he  was 
surprised  that  he  had  not  reached  Ellichpoor.  I  got 
leave  from  Major  Seyer  to  come  down  this  road  to  look 
for  my  brother,  t  arrived  at  Chickly  and  found  some 
of  the  individaals  of  the  gang  there.  1  also  met  them  at 
Jafierabad  and  Dnhbaree.  The  old  man  Fukeer  Ma- 
homed asked  me  where  I  was  going.  I  said  that  the 
Sahib  log  had  seat  me  to  perform  a  doty,  which  I  was 
engaged  in.  I  kept  moving  abont  and  retnrnad  to  Jaf- 
ferabad.  I  found  the  horsemen  coDveying  the  Phansi- 
gar  taken  at  Chickly  by  the  Janlnah  Hircarrahs  to 
Deoree,  to  apprehend  the  Pbansigars  that  lived  there. 
They  gave  me  a  full  acconat  of  my  brother's  mnrder, 
and  his  servant  Kboobas'  murder,  and  pointed  out  the 
well  into  which  they  had  thrown  their  bodies.  1  went 
there  and  fonnd  five  aknils  close  to  the  well,  and  eight 
aknlla  in  the  bottom  of  the  well,  into  which  1  dived 
repeatedly  and  took  np  all  the  bones  I  conld  find.  As 
it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  my  brother's  skull  and 
bones,  I  coUeoted  all  the  bones  and  placed  them  with 
the  thirteen  sknlls  on  a  pile  of  wood,  which  I  prepared 
2  N 
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agreeably  to  the  rites  of  mj  caste  and  bnrat  tbem  ail 
together.  [  made  the  Pbansigars  shew  me  the  spot 
vhere  they  had  baried  the  Mogul  and  his  two  servants, 
as  he  beloDged  to  Major  Seyer'a  Rossalah  ;  tbey  pointed 
ont  the  spot,  which  I  caaaed  to  be  dog  ap,  and  I  found 
the  skeletons  of  the  Mogul  and  his  two  servants  all 
together  and  quite  perfect. 

The  articles  found  upon  the  individuals  already  men- 
tioned are  produced,  and  Rnkbnr  Singh,  and  Mungol 
Singh  and  Maun  Singh,  relations  to  the  deceased  are 
directed  to  examine  them.  On  the  articles  found  on 
Jumanl  Khan,  they  find  the  following  property  of  the 
deceased  Arjoon  Singh. 

1  Piece  of  a  Buff  Belt.  Jamanl  Khan  is  called  in  and 
he  has  on  his  person  a  Doopntta  and  a  white  Angarka, 
the  property  of  the  deceased  Aijoon  Singh. 

lo  the  articles  fonnd  on  Abboo  Mahomed,  they  find 
1  Brass  Vessel,  1  Brass  Plate,  1  Iron  Tnwahu- 

In  Fukeer  Mahomed's  articles  they  find  1  Red  Cloth, 
1  Sword,  1  SutruDJee,  1  piece  of  Red  Kharwah,  1 
Embroidered  Topee,  I  fine  Dhotee,  I  Ruzaee,  1  Red 
Tnrband,  1  Coarse  Dhotee,   1  Sheet,  and  1  Rnmanl. 

They  find  the  following  articles  belonging  to  Khoobah, 
wbo  was  killed  with  Arjoon  Singh  :  1  small  Angarka, 
1  torn  Dhotee,  1  White  Pugree,  and  1  Cnmblee. 

From  the  evidence  of  Rukbnr  Sing  and  the  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  individuals  of  the  gang  who  hare  been 
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oonfroDted  with  him,  and  who  allow  that  they  killed  his 
brother  and  the  other  Rajpoots,  as  well  as  the  Mogol 
and  his  servants,  there  is  not  the  slightest  degree  of 
doobt  in  the  minds  of  the  Officers  composing  this  Court 
of  the  gnill  of  all  the  persons  taken  np  bj  the  Police 
and  implicated  originall;  by  the  confession  of  Sied  Ally, 
and  sabseqaently  by  Ibe  articles  fonnd  upon  them  and 
recognized  by  Rukbnr  Sing. 

The  prisoners  barejost  sent  from  the  Cntwal's  Chonl- 
try  a  Peon  to  inform  the  Court  that  Rnkbur  Singh  has 
taken  more  articles  from  the  property  exposed  before 
bim  than  were  actaally  taken  from  his  brother  and  his 
servant  killed  by  them,  and  thrown  into  the  well  near 
this  place.  They  merely  mention  Uiis  circumstance  and 
leave  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Conrt.  This  inci- 
dent has  had  so  powerful  an  effect  apon  the  minds  of  the 
Officers  of  this  Court  that  tbey  cannot,  however  trifling 
it  may  appear,  omit  bringing  it  forward  in  these  proceed- 
ings as  it  corroborates  in  a  powerful  degree  the  opinion 
already  expressed  of  these  murders. 

(Signed)        G.  MURIEL,  Captain, 

Pretident. 
(Signed)        ROB.  WALLACE,  Ideut. 

and. Member. 
(Signed)        WM.  LEANSTON.  TAeut. 

and  Member^ 
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To  LIEUT.-COL.  CHARLES  OEACOX. 

Commanding  I4ght  Field  Division 

Hyderabad  Subsidiary  Force. 
Sir, 

Tlie  deep  impression  which  has  been  made 
in  my  mind  from  a  knowledf^e  of  the  heavy  calamities  which 
fall  yearly  in  an  anknowa  bat  fatal  manner  on  Uie  native 
popnlatioD  in  the  Deccan,  by  means  of  nomeroaa  hordea 
of  secret  marderers  and  robbers  has  made  me  anxions  to 
briD{[  forward  a  plan  which  in  ny  opoion  will  lead  to  the 
detection  of  a  great  many- <^  these  detestable  wretches, 
and  will  greatly  interrapt  their  present  system  of  nndis- 
tarbed  otnrdei  and  rapine. 

Before  I  introdace  this  plan,  it  may  not  be  nnnecessary 
to  inform  yon  that  soon  after  Sied  Ally  and  Hnssein 
Mahonaed  confessed  their  crimes  and  uiadeeds,  many  of 
the  other  prisoners  became  solicitooa  to  conunnnicate  every 
information  in  their  power,  and  in  repeated  conversations 
with  some  of  them,  they  fairly  offered  to  me  to  prove  the 
sincerity  of  their  promises  by  apprehending  all  the  per- 
sons of  their  trade  who  may  come  within  their  notice. 
The  following  are  the  Soobidars,  Jemadars  and  Leaders 
of  the  Xorthern  or  Hindnatanee  gangs,  who  yearly  infest 
these  roads,  and  wtw  are  kuown  to  the  Phaosigan  in  onr 
possesn<Hi. 
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Is  the  gang  lately  apprehended  we  hare  Tery  farta- 
natelj  got  hold  of  two  natives  of  Hindustan,  who  served 
with  the  Northern  gangs  nnder  Assaalut  Khan  and 
Ghassee.  "Xhey  describe  these  gangs  to  be  more  formida- 
ble and  better  organized  than  the  Decknnee  gerooi  or 
gangs.  They  seldom  move  in  less  nnmbers  than  thirty 
and  forty,  and  sometimek  amoont  to  three  hundred.  In 
travelling  they  generally  have  nothing  bnt  a  stick  and  a 
bundle  on  the  end  of  it,  over  their  shoulder.  The 
Sahadar  or  Jemadar  is  always  respectably  dressed  and 
monnted.  The  Bramins  who  are  leaders  make  a  display 
of  great  ceremony  and  preparation  at  their  meals ;  and 
they  will  not  permit  a  Mahratta  Bramin  on  these  occa- 
sio9s  to  come  near  them. 

In  coming  to  a  town  they  look  after  all  the  travellers, 
and  sometimes  detach  as  many  oa  four  parties  in  four 
different  directions,  to  destroy  and  plunder  them.  The 
tricks  and  wiles  practised  by  these  men  in  the  destrnq- 
tion  of  their  own  species,  are  as  aamerons  and  abandaat 
as  the  victims  which  MI  under  their  diabolical   practices, 

Seo  Deen,  now  in  custody,  a  native  of  Hindustan, 
after  solemnly  asserting  that  he  reports  of  his  past  sins 
and  murders,  stales — "  Abont  ten  years  ago,  which  oor- 
"  responds  with  1813,  Assaulnt  Kban  Jemadar,  Ghasee 
"  Sabadar  and  Himmnt  LanI  Jemadar,  colleoted  front 
"thirteen  villages  in  the  Zillah  of  Calpee,  five  of  which 
"  are  Sayndoos,  Marnee,  Bhadwah,  Degumnnpoor  and 
"  Rampoorah,  the  others  I  do  not  recollect,  a  gang  of 
"  three  handred  men  who  all  assembled  at  Sangor. 

"  We  committed  ravages  along  the  roads  and  killed 
"  many  travellers  and  other  people  horse  and  foot,  who 
"  were  decoyed  from  their  homes  by  Assanlut  Kban  and 
"  Ghassee,  ander  a  promise  of  being  employed  in  Bajee 
"  Row's  service  at  Poonab.  We  forwarded  this  deception 
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"  set  forth  by  onr  leaders,  and  assnred  those  deladed 
"  villagers  that  we  were  all  going  to  serve  Baj«e 
"  Row. 

"  Assanliit  Khan  gave  some  of  these  people  money  to 
"  get  their  horses  and  baggage  ready,  and  to  defray  their 
"  expencea. 

"  On  the  road  to  Poonab,  the  gang  moved  from 
"  Sangor  by  Jabnipoor  and  Ramtack  to  Nagpoor  and 
"  thence  to  Oomroatee.  At  a  smalt  village  in  the 
"jungle  near  Oomroatee  called  Maaab,  the  gang  got 
"  seven  camels  and  killed  the  merchants  that  attended 
"  them. 

"  On  reaching  Poonah,  we  sold  these  camels.  Front 
"  Poonah  we  went  to  Kalleanee,  and  retnrned  thence 
"  to  Beei^om,  where  eight  travellers  were  killed,  and 
"  we  carried  their  Bandy  and  Bollocks  towards  Aamn- 
*'  gabad." 

"  A  man  near  this  plaoe  recognized  the  Bandy,  and 
"  we  gave  it  to  him  and  said  that  it  had  been  foand 
"  withont  a  driver  between  Aarangabad  and  Jaaloah. 
*'  We  fell  in  with  six  tattoos  laden  with  Merchandize 
"  going  to  Janlnah  and  attended  by  some  men.  We  killed 
"  the  men  and  carried  on  the  tattoos  and'  their  loads 
"  which  consisted  of  a  great  variety  of  articles,  snob  as 
"  Pearls,  Beads,  Combs,  Looking  Glasses,  &c. 

"  At  Janlnab  we  pnt  np  in  the  tope  between  Jaffera- 
"  bad  and  Chickly,  and  killed  eight  men,  who  had  eight 
"  tattoos  and  two  bandred  rnpees  in  money.  We  moved 
"  to  Akoalah  by  Balapore.  After  leaving  Akoalah 
"  we  went  to  Boreganm,  and  exposed  for  sale  the 
*'  articles  taken  between  Anrnngabad  and  Janlnah.  It 
"  so-  occnrred  that  a  robbery  had  shortly  before  onr 
"  arrival  taken  plaoe  at  Boreganm,  and  as  we  offered 
"  (he  articles  at  a  rery  low  price,  the  Fotel  looked  npoo 
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"  Qs  as  the  thierM  that  had  plnndered  hii  Baz*ar.  And 
"  as  he  had  no  force  at  htud  to  apprehend  to  large  a 
'*  8^^^'  b^  accompanied  ns  to  EUichpore  where  be  ia- 
"  formed  Salabat  Kban  that  we  were  robbers.  Fatty 
"  Jang  Khan  sent  Afangnl  Khan  with  three  hundred 
"  men  to  apprehend  oar  gang  ;  two  hundred  and  fifty 
"  were  secured  and  the  remainiog  fifty  escaped. 

'■  Fally  Jung  Khan  pat  db  in  oonfinement,  and  having 
"  taken  all  onr  plander  and  cash,  «bi«h  amounted  to  a 
"  large  sum,  let  ns  depart  far  onr  own  country,  after 
"  being  one  month  in  prison  ;  at  this  period  Captain 
"  Sign  Sahib  was  at  ElUcbpore.  The  gang  returned  to 
"  Hindastan  and  1  remained  at  Oomroutee." 

Seo  Deen  adds,  that  the  following  leaders  of  gangs 
lire  in  the  Negpore  territory,  nrar  the  village  of  Mdz- 
roor  and  Corab,  not  far  distant  from  the  north  bank  of 
the  Wardah  River,  and  be  volunteers  his  services  to 
point  out  and  appnihend  the  whole  of  them  and  their 
gangs  amoanting  to  about  sixty  followers. 

I  shall  now  propose  the  plan  of  operations  which  has 
been  partly  suggested  by  the  captive  Phansigars,  for 
the  discovery  and  apprehension  of  all  these  villains  who 
will  soon  be  in  motion  for  and  within  bis  Highness  the 
Nizam's  territories.  The  Pbansigars  like  the  Pindaries 
of  old,  sally  forth  immediately  after  the  Destnrah. 

It  ia  proposed  to  station  one  of  those  Phaosigar  pri- 
soners at  each  of  the  ondermentioned  places,  through 
which  those  plunderers  must  pass.  A  small  guard  of 
ten  horsemen  added  to  the  local  assistance  to  he  bad  at 
the  several  places  enumerated,  will  be  quite  sufficient  to 
secure  the  prisoners  tiiat  may  be  made. 

As  the  prisoners  have  pledged  dieir  lives  to  discover 
and  detect  all  the  Tbngs  and  Phansigars  that  they  may 
pass  along  these  roads,  the  arrangement  and  preparation 
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reqnired  (o  ensure  saccess  may  be  left  to  tbeir  own 
adoptioD  and  appro ?bL  A  pair  of  loose  trousers  to  cod- 
ceai  a  ligbt  form  of  obains  on  their  i%et  is  all  tbat  they 
require,  with  a  decent  looking  jacket  and  tarbaod. 

Tbey  intend  taking  post  at  some  of  the  Chowkies 
where  Customs  -are  collected,  and  they  can  be  attended 
by  two  or  three  horsemen  on  foot,  who  will  allow  the 
Phansigars  who  may  be  pointed  out  in  the  first  instance 
to  past  the  Chowkies,  and  afterwards  apprehend  them. 
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Bmiwib,' The  Thap  put  bcocc  (o  Kandeiih,  Poonab,  fcc 

ii».h.».»~  i      Bevtnl  gnat  roaila  l«ad  from  (hit  Toini  a*t 

"*^"''*"' U""!-*!' crowded  with  Phanripar.. 

HnlktpoOT, Alllbe cros*  roadi through  Berar  meet  here. 

Adiuntah  .  \      '''''*  **"*  **'  *'''"'*  ''"*'  *"  Boorhtnpoor  and 

.  _  , .  (      This  road  it  aliravi  rreqaented,  and  enumcra- 

Lackanwavh,     |  (,,,  murders  have  been  pei^elrated  on  it. 

t,  „          '  (      Tbii  road  italwaji  rrcquenled  bT  the  Naodair 

"""" i  Phamigars. 

C     ScTera)  roads  meet  here  much   frequmted  bjr 
Ajoorab ..,,,^Ibc  PbaDiigan — it  also  mmmaodi  Ibe  Naf poor 

KbanapoDT  alto  called  (      Thit  place  it  much  frequented,  u  mauj  c 
Myianim,   ........ (n 


(  roadi  meet  here. 

Several  cross  roadi  from  Perbuanee,  jce.  i 
here— thii  place  aod  Khanapoor  command 
high  mad  to  Juloab  from  Hyderabad. 


1  Hope  yon  will  excuse  the  lenglb  of  this  letter,  as  I  am 
faopefnl  that  some  parts  of  the  information  it  oontains, 
regarding  the  Phaosigara,  may  prove  aseful  to  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe  in  apprebendiag  these  murderers  ia  His  High- 
ness the  Nizam's  territory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Toar  most  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)        K.  H.  SHERRIFF,  Captain. 
S.A.C.  Getural. 
Camp  near  Jaulnah,  IZtk  Oct.  1823. 

NoTS^— Thit  paper  WU  fint  teen  b;  me  in  1S33. 

Vr.  B,  SLEEHAN. 
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APPENPIX     U. 


TO  THE  BE6ISTER  TO  THE  FOUJDART 
ADAWLUT. 

Fort  St.  Gborgb. 

SlE, 

I  lately  addressed  to  the  Conrt  a  letter 
noder  dale  the  37tli  December  last,  respecting  Faa- 
seegars. 

A>  it  may  be  of  ase  that  the  Conrt  should  posseas  alL 
the  iDformation  that  caa  be  obtained  respecting  the 
crimes  committed  by  people  of  this  description,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  translation  of  a  Declar* 
ation  of  an  Informer  employed  by  me,  and  a  copy  of  a 
Correspondence  with  the  Magistrate  of  Masulipatam. 
I  have,  &o. 
(Signed)        W.  E.  WRIGHT, 

MaffittraU. 


Ckittoor,  Zillah  Court,  \ 
3Ut  January,  1816.     J 


TO  THE  MAGISTRATE  IN  THE  ZILLAH 
CHITTOOR. 

Declaration  given  by  Shaikh  Madar,  aon  of  Fntta 
Mahomed,  aged  aboot  30  years,  a  resident  of  Goda- 
manpnlly,  in  the  Goornmcondab  Taloolc,  attached  to  the 
Zillah  of  Cudapah,  gains  his  livelihood  by  cultivating 
lands. 
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Paranant  to  the  orders  of  the  Court,  I  and  Shaikh 
£brain,  about  five  months  ago,  set  out  for  the  purpose 
of  gfuuing  iDformatlon  of  the  Fauseegars,  and  went  to 
my  village  the  said  Godamaapully,  and  remained  there 
for  eight  days.  From  thence  we  went  (o  Nellore,  by 
way  of  Roohawade,  Cadapah,  Dongalaamcanama  and 
Saochordde  Folam,  from  whence  having  gained  infor- 
mation, we  went  to  Zoovaladinnah,  by  way  ofPunlaloor, 
and  from  thence  we  went  to  Gnatoor  by  way  of  Ramia- 
patam,  Carrood,  Banpala,  Chatrum,  Cadacoordoor,  Cha- 
trnm  Sandole,  and  Pamacalvab,  attached  to  the  Zillah 
of  Masulipatam.  Some  travellers  there  told  as,  that 
about  five  days  before  (about  five  months  have  now 
elapsed)  a  Sowar,  and  two  Peons  were  coming  from 
Masulipatam,  with  3,000  rupees,  when  the  aaid  three 
persons  were  murdered  by  Fauseegars  near  a  tank, 
between  GoUapnIly  end  Masulipatam,  and  the  rupees 
taken.  Hearing  of  this  circumstance,  we  from  Gnntoor 
went  to  Naloocondah,  by  way  of  Bellumcondah,  Dasa- 
pully  and  Mereyaloogoody.  On  our  enquiring  there  we 
heard  that  the  Fauseegars  who  had  murdered  the  said 
Sowar  and  others  were  in  the  village  of  Zellalagoola- 
pully.  From  thence  we  went  to  Zellalagoolopully,  aad 
enquired  there  when  we  found  Deenagandoo  (who  is  the 
adopted  son  of  Davuljeegawn,  who  is  now  in  jail  at 
Salem)  Daudagaudoo,  younger  brother  of  Dauvuljee, 
Abdul  Rymen,  and  some  other  persons  whose  names  I 
em  unacquainted  with,  who  made  their  escape,  when 
Veerasawmy  Naick  came  from  Salem,  and  apprehended 
the  said  Dauvuljee  about  a  year  ago,  in  all  about  twenty 
persons.  We  asked  the  people  of  the  said  village  who 
they  were,  when  they  told  us  that  they  had  come  from 
the  Honorable  Company's  Territories  to  deal  in  cloths, 
whereupon,  supposing  that  they  would  live  in  that  place 
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for  some  days,  we  retDroed  aboat  a  month  ago  to  oar 
village  by  way  of  Mereyaloo  and  Ibe  Dongalasany  Pass : 
we  remained  a  lillle  time  in  onr  village,  and  have  sow 
come  to  yoD. 

Mark  of  Shaik  Mader, 

taken  before  me. 
(Signed)        "VV.  E.  "WRIG  HT,    • 

Magistrate. 
30th  December.  1815. 

True  Translation, 
(Signed)        H.  DICKENSON,  A.  M, 


TO  THE  MAGISTRATE  IN  THE  ZILLAH 
OF  MASULIPATAM. 

Sia, 

The  following  is  an  EitrAct  from  a  Declara- 
tion given  before  me. 

"  One  day  aboat  five  months  ago,  a  Sowar  and  two 
Peons  were  coming  on  the  road  with  3000  rupees  from 
Masnlipatam,  and  were  mardered  near  a  lank  between 
Masnlipatam  and  GoUapullj,  and  the  money  takeD." 

Yea  will  oblige  me  by  informing  me  whether  the  cir- 
cumstance is  true,  and  also  whether  any  other  persons  in 
yonr  ZiLlah  have  been  lately  missing  (supposed  to  foa 
mardered). 

I  have,  &c. 


(Signed)        W.  E.  -WRIGHT, 

Magistrate. 


Zillah  Court  of  Chittoor,  , 
30tk  December,  1815.     '. 
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TO  THE  HAGISTRA.TE  IN  THE  ZILLAH 
OF  CHITTOOR. 

Sir, 

Id  reply  to  your  letter  of  ifae  30th  altimo, 
I  encloie  a  Deposition  which  contains  the  whole  of  the 
information  that  I  bare  been  able  to  obtain  respecting^ 
the  three  persons  who  are  sapposed  to  have  been  mur- 
dered. I  am  not  aware  that  any  other  person  belong;ing; 
to  this  Zillah  are  missing. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  B.  TOD, 

Magistrate. 
Masttlipaiam  Zillah,  Magistrate' s\ 


Office,  22d  January,  \^i&. 


Declaration  given  by  Autoomoory  Gopaul  Kisfnatttak, 
son  of  Nartimmaloo  of  the  Ramanoojum  Religion,  of 
the  Comaly  cast,  aged  28  years,  gaina  hie  livelihood  by 
trading  as  a  Shroff  of  Narebelleput. 

For  the  last  eight  years,  the  Shroffs  of  the  Polacall 
country  bare  been  always  in  the  habit  of  sending  Rnpees 
to  me  to  change  for  them  into  Pagodas  which  I  returned 
to  them  :  accordingly  they  senttbe  snm  of  3,200  Rnpees, 
of  which  1,000  belonged  ton  Banyiafa  of  Polacull,  800 
to  Salamdy  Luchoomena  Royadoo,  and  1400  to  Gaude 
Soobbnnnah  of  Valagav ooroo,  by  two  Peons,  throngb  one 
Caumiah,  elder  brother  to  the  said  Gande  Soobbunnab, 
for  tbe  pnrpose  of  their  being  changed  for  Pagodas  :  the 
said  three  persons,  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  3d 
September  1615,  corresponding  with  tbe  30th  or  new 
moon  of  the  month  of  Stravannab,  of  the  year  Evah,  left 
Folacnll  for  Bunder,  and  on  their  way  (hey  passed  by  the 
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Calepatam's  ford,  and  treTelled  oq  from  thence  nntil  saa 
set  Bs  far  as  a  tank  lying  between  Chinna^ollapolam 
and  Pedda^ollapolnm.  It  is  ancertaia  whether  they 
again  moved  from  that  place.  Six  days  after  they  had  left 
Polacdl,  the  owner  of  the  property  sent  lo  ma  a  Peon 
named  Peliagopanloo,  from  Polacnil,  to  know  whether  > 
the  said  persons  bad  come  to  this  place  with  the  Rupees, 
when  I  told  bim  that  they  had  not  come  to  this  place.  After- 
wards the  owners  of  the  property  were  informed  by  per- 
sons who  had  been  in  search  of  the  Uiieves  that  two  faonrs 
before  the  Peons  bad  passed  the  Calepatam's  ford,  six 
persons  of  the  Oopalaboya  cast,  and  two  Peons  of  the  Mas- 
sniman  cast,  had  been  seen  passing  the  said  ford — their 
names  oonid  not  be  discovered.  Thinking  that  I  might 
find  a  dead  body  bnried,  I  searched  among  the  trees  and 
sand,  bnt  conld  find  none.  The  Cooly  Peons  who  brought 
the  Rflpees,  and  the  brother  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
property,  all  resided  in  the  said  Folacnll,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  were  trustworthy  persons.  It  is  there- 
fore supposed  that  they  could  not  have  practised  any 
frand. 

(Signed)        AUTOOMOORY  GOPAUL 
KISTNAMAH. 

January  32.  1816. 

Deposed  before  me  at  Maasilipatam,  the  22d  day  of 
January,  1816. 

[Signed)        J.  B.  TOD,  MagUtrate. 

TO  THE  MAGISTRATE,  IN  THEZILLAHOF 
MASVUPATAM. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  yonr  letter  under  date  th« 
22d  instant,  and  send  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
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Declaration  ^ivcn  before  me  respectiog  the  murder  of  the 
persoDs,  meDtioned  in  tbe  Declaration,  which  accompanied 
jonr  Letter. 

As  I  believe  ganf^B  of  murderers  and  robbers,  called 
Fauseegars,  not  anfreqnently  pass  tbroagh  yonr  zillah, 
I  send  for  yoar  information  extracts  of  Letters  aad 
copies  of  Declarations  which  may  be  of  ase,  by  enabling 
yon  to  give  such  orders  to  yoar  Police,  us  may  lead  to 
the  discovery  of  some  persons  of  this  deacription. 

There  is  no  doabt  that  the  marder  mentioned  in  the 
Declarations  actnally  took  place. 

A  gang  of  Faaseegars  generally  carry  with  thsm  a 
Pickaxe  and  Mamoly  to  dig  boles  in  which  to  bary  the 
bodies  of  tbe  mardered,  by  which  it  may  be  possible  some- 
times to  discover  these  people. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yoar  most  obedient  Serrant, 
(Signed)        W.  E.  WRIGHT, 

Magistrate. 


Zillah  Court  of  Chiltoor.  \ 


3Ut  January,  1&16. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Magistrate  of  the  Zillah 
of  Chitfoor  to  the  Register  to  the  Foujdarry  Adam- 
lut,  dated  6th  December  1809. 

1.  Tbe  Records  of  Trials  before  the  Coarts  of  Circnit 
mnst  have  given  to  tbe  Foajdarry  Adawlot  iaformatioa 
respecting  those  extraordinary  associations  of  persons 
called  Faaseegars  (so  called  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  put  their  victims  to  death)  who  take  extensive  jonr- 
nies  noder  the  disguise  of  travellers  for  tbe  purpose  of 
committing  murders  and  robberies ;  these  associatioDS, 
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whiofa  ooDsist  chiefly  of  Moormen,  were  formerly  ex- 
tremely numerous,  particularly  Ja  the  Chittoor  Pollums 
and  some  parts  of  the  Ceded  District ;  a  gang  some- 
times coDsisliDg  of  from  thirty  to  forty  persoos,  vho  aied 
to  divide  icto  small  parties  of  about  tea  or  twelve 
persons,  and  each  parly  taking  diffarent  routes.  They  had 
fixed  places  of  readezvoas  in  advance,  where  they  all 
met  and  divided  their  booty,  and  again  prosecuted  their 
journey  in  the  same  way.  The  Fanseegara  received 
encouragement  and  protection  from  petty  Folegars  and 
headmen  of  villages  who  shared  in  their  plunder,  and 
fathers  brought  op  their  children  to  murder  and  rob, 
which  constituted  a  regalar  profession  by  which  many 
families  subsisted  from  generation  to  generation. 

2.  The  extension  of  the  Company's  Government  and 
the  attention  paid  to  the  Police  of  the  country  has 
checked  in  a  considerable  degree  this  inhuman  practice. 
There  are  now  seldom  so  many  persons  in  a  gang  as 
formerly.  The  plans  of  the  Fauseegars  are  now  less 
systematic  and  they  are.  frequently  obliged  to  change 
their  places  of  abode,  but  they  are  still  numerous,  and  a 
great  number  of  murders  are  committed  by  them  every 
year  in  the  Company's  territories. 

3.  The  release,  within  the  last  three  years,  of  many 
persons  belonging  to  these  associations  from  the  prisons 
in  the  Ceded  District,  and  the  jail  of  Chittoor,  has 
tended  to  encourage  the  Fanseegars  ;  they  have  become 
acqaainled  with  the  form  of  trial  they  will  undergo  if 
apprehended,  and  the  netnre  of  the  evidence  necessary  to 
convict  them;  many  of  them  are  new  aware  that  they  bave 
only  to  deny  the  crime  with  the  commission  of  which 
they  are  charged,  and  that  they  are  certain  of  escaping. 

10.     I  am  particularly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
spme  extraordinary  means    being  adopted  to   suppress 
3  p 
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these  associations  and  to  bring  to  jastice  the  members  of 
them,  bat  on  so  important  a  sahject  it  is  vith  great 
diflSdence  1  submit  my  sentiments  to  the  Court. 

11.  It  is  onl;  necessary  to  consider  the  Eiabils  of  the 
Faoseegars  to  be  convinced  of  the  extreme  diflScully  of 
discovering  and  convicting  them,  and  how  inadeqaate  the 
ordioaty  meaaares  of  police  and  the  operation  of  the 
present  laws  are  for  effecting  those  objects  ;  the  scene  of 
their  crimes  is  always  out  of  their  own  district  and 
seldom  within  thirty  miles  of  their  osaal  places  of  abode ; 
they  are  sometimes  absent  from  their  homes  for  several 
months  together  and  take  joarneys  of  many  hnndred 
miles  ;  their  victims  are  generally  travellers  with  whose 
oircamstances  they  become  acqaatnted  at  pablio  ohoaltries ; 
they  freqaently  change  their  names,  and  sometimes  go 
by  several  names,  the  latter  to  prevent  detection ;  they 
mnrder  their  victims  at  a  distance  from  towns  or  Jarge 
villages,  in  pnblio  roads  leading  throogh  jangles  or 
nncuUivated  land  in  which  tbeybnry  their  bodies  ;  they 
■ometimes  take  with  them  some  of  their  children  (boys 
under  twelve  years  age)  the  less  to  attract  notice  and 
saspicion  ;  the  headman  of  the  gang  sometimes  rides  on 
a  horse  and  they  have  generally  with  them  some  Bullocks 
or  Tattoo  Ponies  to  carry  the  plundered  property,  and  by 
these  means  they  more  readily  pass  for  merchants,  the 
character  they  freqaently  assume  ;  a  gang  is  always 
sufficiently  numerous  to  allow  of  several  persons  belong- 
ing to  it  Being  stationed  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
places  where  their  victims  are  pat  to  death,  to  give  alarm 
in  case  of  the  approach  of  danger;  they  never  commit  a 
robbery  unaccompanied  with  marder;  they  first  strangle 
their  victims  and  then  plunder  them. 

(Signed)        W.  E.  WRIGHT. 


,91,zecli>?GOOg[e 


(     307     ) 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Magittrate  of  Chittoor  to 
the  Secretary  to  Oovernment  in  the  Judicial  Depart- 
ment, dated  \st  Jaly  1812. 

30.  With  respect  to  the  crime  of  marderby  Faasee- 
gars  it  is  not  possible  for  any  Magistrate  to  say  how  much 
it  prevails  in  his  zillah  ia  conseqaence  of  tbe  preoautioni 
taken  by  these  people  of  barying  the  bodies  of  tbe  mur- 
dered. Soon  after  my  appointment,  a  lar^e  gang  of  Fansee- 
gars  (many  of  whom  lived  in  this  zillah)  were  discovered 
and  apprebeniled  on  Uieir  return  to  their  homes  from  a 
jonmey  they  had  made  to  the  Traranoore  coontry,  where 
they  had  committed  nninerotis  mnrders  and  broaght  home 
a  rich  booty  in  money  and  goods  of  all  sorts  ;  since  that 
period  particular  endeavors  have  been  made  to  discover 
any  Faaseegars  residing  in  Ibis  zillah;  a  few  have  been 
apprehended,  gome  convicted  and  others  bare  left  the 
zitlah ;  many  of  the  Fauseegars  who  have  been  brought  to 
trial  here  were  not  inhabitants  of  the  zillah.  A,t  present  I 
say  with  some  degree  of  confidence,  that  there  are  now 
living  in  the  zillah  very  few,  if  any,  Faaseegars,  who  have 
lately  committed  offences, but Ihatmnrders are occaaioDaily 
committed  by  Faaseegars  in  this  zillah  as  in  every  other 
in  the  country  cannot  be  donbted.  In  1810  tbe  bodies  of 
three  Hindoo  merchants  ware  accidentolly  found  buried 
aahort.distance  from  Vellore,  which  they  left  one  morning 
very  early  on  their  way  to  Salem  where  they  lived.  From 
information  received  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  Faasee- 
gars followed  them  from  Madras  (where  they  had  been 
wilb  Merchandize)  before  they  foand  an  opportunity  of 
mnrdering  them.  It  may  be  generally  said  there  is  no  dis- 
uovering  Faaseegars  while  travelling,  though  a  few 
months  ago  a  gang  of  eleven  persons  were  fortunately 
apprehended  travelling  throngh  the  zemindary  of  Calastry, 
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one  or  two  of  them  bBving  been  recognized  by  a  Polioa 
Tbanadar  as  having  been  before  in  ibe  Jail  of  Chittoor 
for  the  same  crime.  PardoDs  which  have  lately  been  given 
by  Government  to  several  of  these  people  have  had  a  most 
beneficial  efleot.  Aboat  forty  Faaseegars  are  now  in  this 
Jail,  of  whose  gailt^thoagh  they  have  beea  acquitted)  not 
a  shadow  of  donbt  exists;  many  more  have  been  appre- 
hended in  Caddapah  zillab,  and  many  have  fled  from  it ; 
many  have  abo  escaped  from  Salem  into  the  Mysore 
conntry,  where  I  have  lately  had  some  reason  to  sappose 
that  a  good  many  Fauseegars  who  have  left  the  Company's 
territories,  have  taken  up  their  temporarary  residence. 

81.  It  is  not  possible  to  conjeotare  with  any  degree 
of  aconracy  what  number  of  persons  bave  annnally  faUea 
viotims  in  the  Company's  territories  to  the  barbaroas 
practices  of  Fanseegars,  That  for  the  last  foar  or  five  years 
(to  iSll)  they  have  amounted  to  several  haadred  each 
year  I  have  no  doubt,  but  it  is  certain  that  formerly  a 
mnch  greater  Dumber  of  persons  were  annually  killed  by 
Faoseegara.  This  accoont  will  not  perhaps  appear  exagge- 
rated  if  it  be  admitted  (and  the  fact  has  been  proved)  that 
ihere  are  many  considerable  gangs  of  these  people  who 
live  by  murder  and  robbery ;  if  it  should  be  objected  that 
we  seldom  bear  of  persona  being  murdered  or  missing,  it 
must  he  reoollected  that  it  is  only  in  oases  of  large  sums  of 
money  being  lost  (as  when  LientenaDtBlackston's  people, 
seven  in  number,  were  murdered,  and  a  thousand  Pagodas 
taken)  that  enquiry  is  excited  respecting  missing  people. 
It  is  travellers  only.who  are  mnrdered,  and  many  of  tbem 
poor  people  whose  disapperance  is  probably  never  men- 
tioned oat  of  their  own  families,  who  may  not  attribate 
their  death  to  the  true  cause.  They  murder  even  Coolies, 
Palanqaeen  boys,  Fakeers  and  Byragees — no  one  escapes 
whom  they  have  an  opportunity  of  morderiog — the  chance 
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is  tbat  every  man  has  a  rupee  or  tvo  abont  him  id  money 
or  clotha,  and  with  them  the  most  trifling  sum  is  a  saffi- 
cient  inducement  to  commit  murder.  The  property  of  the 
eleven  persons  lately  mnrdered  b^the  gang  apprehended 
in  the  zemindary  of  Calaslry  did  nbt  exceed  in  value 
thirty  Pagodas,  and  though  several  of  their  bodies  were 
fonnd,  none  of  the  friends  have  heen  discovered. 

(Signed)        W.  E.  WRIGHT. 


TO  THE  MAGISTRATE  IN  THE  ZILLAH  OF 
CHITTOOB. 

Declaration  given  by  Skaik  Madar  of  Goottapaliam,  in 
the  Talook  of  Vauvelpaadi/,  of  district  of  Cuddapah, 
aged  about  35  years. 

That  is  to  say, 

1.  My  father  named  Futta  Mahomed,  was  employed 
as  a  Cattoobady  Peon  for  a  long  time  by  Paape  Naick, 
Poligar  of  the  said  Goottapaliam.  I  went  to  Seriuga- 
patam  and  was  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Saltan  in 
a  battalion  for  about  five  years.  After  which  on  that 
cottntry  being  taken  possession  of  by  the  Company,  I  was 
discharged,  and  returned  to  my  father  at  tbe  village  of 
Goottapaliam  :' afterwards  I  and  my  father  cultivated 
land  and  attended  to  Cuttoobady  duties;  about  six  years 
ago,  my  father  died,  Mr.  Munro,  who  was  Collector 
of  that  country,  jufted  (resumed)  the  Cattoobady  lands, 
and  we  became  cultivators  in  that  village.  Abont  five 
years  ago,  Gidda  BadaCawn,  oneDandavala  BadaCawn, 
one  Fakeerah.one  Ooneyab,  four  persons  with  their  fami- 
lies came  from  Callore  to  the  said  village  of  Goottapaliam, 
for  the  purpose  of  living  there,  and  asked  the  Poligar 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(    310    ) 

Panpe  Naiok  to  give  tbem  some  ground  for  baildiDg 
houses  QpoD,  telling  htm  they  vers  merchants  and 
"  traders  :"  be  accordingly  gave  them  some  groand  in  a 
little  village  called  GoUapolly,  attached  to  Gootapaliam, 
where  they  accordingly  built  houses  and  resided. 

3.  Being  on  very  friendly  terms  wiUi  them;  they 
asked  me  to  borrov  four  PootUes  of  Grain  any  vfaereand 
to  give  it  to  them,  and  as  I  coosidered  them  from  their 
appearance  to  be  merchants  and  creditable  persons,  I 
borrowed  the  Grain  from  an  inhabitant  named  Ghere- 
gereddy,  and  gave  it  to  them. 

3.  About  three  mouths  after,  these  four  persons  pre- 
pared for  a  journey,  saying  they  were  going  to  trade  in 
the  Hyderabad  country.  1  asked  them  for  the  pri4;e 
of  the  Grain  which  I  had  borrowed  on  their  account,  to 
which  they  replied  they  would  give  it  as  soon  as  they 
returned.  I  consented,  and  they  went  off  and  returned  to 
the  village  after  three  months  absence,  and  paid  me  the 
money  which  was  due  to  me ;  after  remaining  there  for 
aboat  three  months,  they  again  made  preparation  for  a 
joarney,  telling  me  they  were  going  towards  Bellary  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  employment :  they  called  me  and 
said  "  the  women  are  living  in  our  houses  and  if  yoa 
"  will  lend  whatever  they  require  for  (heir  expenses  wo 
"  will  repay  you  as  goon  as  we  return."  I  accordingly 
during  their  absence  lent  the  women  two  Poolties  of  Grain. 
Abont  foar  months  afterwards  they  returned  to  the  village, 
when  I  asked  them  for  the  price  of  the  Grain,  and  they 
said  they  were  unable  at  present  to  give  it,  but  would 
pay  me  by  and  by.  They  delayed  doing  so  for  three 
months  and  I  continued  to  importune  them  for  pay- 
ment :  at  this  time  a  Jemadar  named  Fakeer  Mahomed 
(who  is  not  present)  came  to  them  from  Nerrabayeloo, 
and  seeing  me  pressing  them  to  pay,  promised  that  he 
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would  pay  for  them,  and  for  this  purpose  he  took  me  with 
bim  to  a  village  called  Nerrabayeloo,  aod  after  thai  (o 
Jemadar  Madar  Saib,  son  of  Gbargal  Emanmboy,  at  a 
village  called  Coley  Muttoor,  in  the  district  of  Diir- 
mapoory,  where  I  and  Fakeer  Mahomed  remaiaed  in 
bis  (Madar  Sahib's)  honse  for  6fteeii  days. 
.  TippOD  Gaadoo,  Zimmo  Gandoo,  Paad  Cawn,  Suib 
CawQ,  Deena  Gaodoo,  Condacara  Futta,  and  ten  other 
persons  (whose  names  1  do  not  recollect)  of  Caley  Mut- 
toor and  other  villages,  and  Fakeer  Mahomed  of  Ner- 
rabayeloo, united  into  a  gang  in  the  honse  of  Jemadar 
Madar  Saib,  and  Fakeer  Mahomed  told  me  that  "  he  and 
"  Jemadar  Madar  Saib  and  the  others  intended  to  go  to 
"  Uie  Trichinopoly  country  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
"  property  by  killing  people  by  Fausee  (strangling),  and 
*•  promised  that  if  I  would  go  and  obey  their  directions 
"  I  should  be  paid  monthly  four  rupees." 

6.  Having  consented  to  what  he  proposed  we  all 
assembled  the  next  day,  and  at  three  o'clock  A.  M.  left 
the  said  Coleymnttoor  and  passing  Surmapoory  on  the 
road  to  Trichinopoly  we  arrived  at  a  Choultry  situated 
near  a  village  called  Deevelty putty,  in  the  Talook  of 
Salem.  The  day  before  we  arrived,  Mahomed  Cawn,  bis 
son  Hoossane  Cawn,  both  of  whom  are  now  before  the 
Court,  and  Causeeram,  Chengooram,  Mancram,  Paraaoo- 
ram,  Lntcheram,  and  five  or  six  persons  whose  names  I 
do  not  recollect,  and  who  are  not  present,  came  and  halted 
at  that  Choultry  ;  afterwards  Fakeer  Mahomed  asked 
the  said  Hoossane  Cawn  where  be  had  been  and  what  he 
had  procured  ?  To  which  he  answered,  "  we  killed  two 
"  Committiea  near  a  village  called  VanrabomDllah,  in  the 
"  country  of  Madura,  end  have  brought  300  Saovara 
"  Caasooloo  (or  pnre  gold  coin) — this  1  heard." 

7.  The  two  gangs  of  Fauseegars  remained  together 
there  that  night,  and  after  lamp  light  a  Bramin  with  some 
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things  Qpon  a  wbito  horse  came  to  (he  Choaltrj  on  his  way 
from  SeriDgapatam  to  Trichinopoly.  The  said  Hoosaoe 
CawD,  Neerabayeloo  and  Fakeer  Mahomed  advised  him 
to  halt  as  we  also  were  all  g;oing  toTrichinopoly  and  woald 
accompany  him  in  the  morning,  to  wbioh  he  consented  and 
hailed  there  :  dnring  the  night  (he  said  Hoossane  Cawn, 
Fakeer  Mahomed  and  Chingooram  killed  the  Bramia 
and  took  the  horse,  twenty  Star  Pagodas  and  snndry  other 
artioles  fonnd  npon  him,  and  (be  two  gangs  having  divided 
the  property  gave  me  one  rupee,  telling  me  it  was  on 
accoQQt  of  my  wages.  Afterwards  two  or  three  persons 
(whose  names  1  do  not  recollect)  of  Mahomed  Cawo's 
gang  took  the  corpse  and  went  away,  saying  they  weald 
bory  it  in  the  inner  part  of  a  Tank  situated  near  Devetty- 
patty.  After  their  departure  I  went  to  sleep,  and  the  next 
morning  these  three  persons  (old  me  that  they  bad  dis- 
posed of  the  body  as  proposed  in  the  Tank,  after  which 
Mahomed  Cawn's  gang  went  away,  saving  they  were  going 
to  Neerabayeloo. 

6.  We  set  out  from  thence  and  proceeding  on  the 
road  to  Namacall  with  the  inten(ion  of  going  to  Trichi- 
nopoiy,  halted  in  Choultry  near  a  little  village,  situated 
about  four  or  six  miles  distant  on  the  other  side  of 
Namacull,  where  another  gang  of  Fanseegars,  consisting 
of  Cala  Emam,  Harala,  and  Hoossane,  who  are  now  be- 
fore the  Court,  and  Allem  Khan,  Esmall  Cawn,  Vencata- ' 
ramdoo,  and  three  persons,  whose  names  I  do  not  recol- 
lect, and  who  are  not  present,  joined  ns.  Fakeer  Mahomed 
asked  the  said  Cala  Emam  wbat  country  he  had  visited 
and  what  he  had  procured?  He  answered,  "  we  have  been 
"  towards  Madura  and  procured  notfaing."  Fakeer 
Mahomed  said,  "  we  are  going  towards  Trichiuopoly,  come 
with  us  ;"  to  wbiob  Cala  Emam  and  the  other  persons 
attached  to  bim  consented,  and  we  remained  there  that 
day;  the  next  morning tbree  Canada  people  came  to  the 
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place,  and  Gala  Emam  enqnired  their  destination.  Tbey 
said  they  were  coming  from  Madwarow  Taseeldar  of 
Bangalore,  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  Caroor  Caungayem. 
He  proceeded  with  tbem  about  eight  miles  to  the  other  side 
of  Namacnll,  bat  as  we  had  not  an  opportonity  of  strang- 
ling them  within  that  distance,  we  returned  again  and  halted 
inaChonltry  situated  near  a  Tank  near  Namacull  and 
remained  there  three  days.  The  three  Canada  people 
retarned  by  the  same  road,  and  we  saw  and  followed  them. 
Tliey  stopt  in  aChoultry  sitnated  reoud  a  Cborch  of  Manree 
Annah,  in  the  village  of  Tanroopntty  and  we  went  to  them 
and  told  tbem  that  we  also  were  going  to  Bangalore,  and 
all  lodged  together  on  very  friendly  terms. 

9.  A  min'ate  afterwards  two  Sepoys,  one  of  them  a 
Moor  and  the  other  of  the  Baija  cast,  came  and  lodged  in 
.the  same  Choultry,  on  their  way  from  Hydrabad  to  Ant- 
tnmpaty.  The  Canara  people.  Sepoys  and  ourselves  re- 
mained there  that  night,  and  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing Cala  EmamandHaralaHoossane,  wboarenow  before 
the  Conrt,  and  Allem  Cawn,  Saib  Cawn,  Condacara 
Fatla  and  three  others,  whose  names  I  do  not  re- 
collect, and  myself,  got  np  and  awoke  the  Sepoys,  telling 
them  we  were  going  to  Aattnmpntty  and  asked  them  to 
go.  They  accordingly  set  out  with  us  and  proceeded  as 
far  as  a  dry  water-course  near  a  Buttee  garden,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  village,  where  we  stopt  and  pro- 
posed smoking  oar  Hookas,  to  which  they  agreed.  Shortly 
afterwards  we  strangled  them  and  took  Cloths,  three 
Gold  Rings,  20  Star  Pagodas,  in  ready  cash,  found 
upon  tbem,  and  having  buried  tbem  in  a  dry  water- 
course,  we  returned  to  the  remainder  of  onr  people  who 
were  in  the  Choultry  at  Manree  Annah,  (Church)  near 
Taroopntty.  "When  we  were  about  to  set  ont  from  thence 
the  three  Canara  people  left  that  place,  and  we  followed, 
2q 


5a  Dy  Google 


(     »14    ) 

joined  them,  8nd  went  as  fat  as  Uie  inner  part  of  a  lake 
near  Agraharnm,  vhich  is  sitoated  betweeD  Taroopntty 
and  Devettypatty,  vhera  we  itrangled  them,  and  took 
foar  or  five  aeers  of  Tormerick,  five  or  six  Rapees 
and  Clothes,  and  tyio^  tbe  bodies  as  bandies  in 
blankets  we  carried  them  to  a  Hanonnntaroy's  Cbarch 
in  a  jangle,  near  Tapoor  Canama  (or  pass),  where  we 
bnried  tbem. 

10.  From  thence  we  went  to  a  little  village  on  this 
side  of  Andavond  Cottah,  and  halted,  when  Cala  Emani 
and  Harala  Hoesane,  who  are  now  before  the  Conrt, 
and  Allnm  Cawn,  Saib  Cawn,  Esmall  Cawn,  Vencala^ 
ramdoo,  and  three  others,  (whose  names  I  do  not  recoiled) 
took  tbeir  shares  and  went  away,  saying  they  were  gmng 
to  their  Tillage  Gootacnl. 

11.  From  thence  we  went  to  Eradoo,  and  from  thence 
alqng  the  road  leading  to  Satteamangalaoi,  when  three 
Baljavars,  with  100  Rs.,  who  were  proceeding  from 
Seriogapatam  to  Trichinopoly,  came  np  ;  we  joinad 
and  went  with  them  as  far  as  a  dry  water-coorse  near 
Chinna  M^a,  where  we  strangled  tbem,  took  the  100  Rs., 
Clothes,  and  a  Bullock,  fonnd  upon  them,  and  bnried  the 
bodies  in  the  water-course. 

12.  We  then  returned  towards  Eradoo,  andarrired  at 
a  Choaltry  in  a  Tope  on  the  side  of  the  village  of  Chittadoo, 
and  where  we  remained  three  days :  on  the  eveni^  of 
the  third  day  two  Baneyan  Merchants  and  silver  belted 
Peons  came  and  halted  in  the  Chooltry,  on  tbeir  way  from 
fiavanegoodnl  to  Coimbootoor,  and  remained  there  that 
night.  The  next  morning  they  set  oot  and  we  proposed 
accompanying  them  to  Coimbootoor,  for  the  pwpose  of 
pnrchasing  cloths.  After  proceeding  a  short  distanoe  we 
came  to  a  dry  water-coorse,  where  we  strangled  them, 
and  took  Veeraroy  Fanoms,-  amonnting  to  abont  Star 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(    315    ) 

Psgodaa  2500,  stKne  Clotba,  See.  aod  the  silver  Belt,  bary- 
ihg  the  bodies  in  the  drj'  water-cDOrae,  Setting  oat  from 
thence  we  arrived  at  Baljarpntty,  where  they  divided 
the  residae  of  the  propertj,  aed  the  sud  Fakeer  Maho- 
med pud  me  the  wages  which  were  due  to  me. 

13.  Afterwards  all  the  persoas,  except  myself,  went 
away  to  Uieir  respective  villages.  1  rumaiaed  ia  the  hoase 
of  Esmoil  at  Devettypotty  for  a  period  of  two  mootha. 
Hallock  Cawn  and  Fatta  Cawn,  who  are  now  before 
the  Court,  and  Essool  Cawn  and  Saib  Cawn,  who  are  • 
Bot  present,  came  .to  Devettypotty  where  I  was.  I 
asked  them  where  they  had  been  ?  They  said  "  We  have 
been  to  Trichinopoly  and  procured  property  by  Fau- 
aeegaree, — we  are  now  retaraing  to  oar  village  Nerra- 
bayeloo,  come  with  as  to  yoar  village." 

14.  We  then  set  oat  in  company  and  coming  near  a 
Tamarind  Tope  and  well  in  the  jangle  near  Tapoor 
Canama  or  Pass,  saw  a  Bramin  sitting,  whom  we  killed 
■fid  bnried  in  an  old  well  near  that  place  ;  we  found  on 
him  Tumballs,  Cloths,  and  8  Rs.  in  ready  cash,  which 
we  divided  (and  from  thence  proceeded  oh  far  as  Dnrma* 
pQory,  from  whence  Hnllock  Cawn  and  others)  who 
were  with  me,  went  jo  their  village,  and-vfaen  I  was 
returning  by  the  road  leading  to  my  village,  I  saw  Saib 
Cawn,  Esmall  Cawn,  Hn^ja  and  his  wife,  in  all  four 
persons,  of  Bada  Baljnrpnttoo,  coming  near  Chtnna  BaU 
jurpattoo,  and  I  asked  them  whence  they  were  coming ; 
'tiiey  answered,   "  we  have  been  to  Royacotah,  returning 

"  from  thence  met  a  Bramia  of  Benares,  carrying  a 
"  Cauvedee  to  Ramaswaram,- whom  we  killed  and  found 
"  upon  him  380  Anshrafee  (gold  coins),  which  we  took 
"  and  are  now  going  to  onr  village."  They  went  away  to 
their  village  acooidiogly. 
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15.  The  persons  vho  nsed  (o  go  wiUi  the  gang  of 
Nerraboyeloo  are  aboat  twenty  in  nnmber,  living  ia 
villages  of  Podala,  Podakaners,  Hoppene  and  GoHapntty, 
in  the  district  of  Combom. 

16.  Besides  those  Faaseegars  who  are  nov  before  the 
Conrt,  I  can  seize  many  others  and  produce  them  in  the 
Conrt  with  proofs. 

17.  The  wife  of  Fakeer  Mahomed  of  Nerraboyaloo, 
who  is  not  present,  told  me,  that  her  husband  and  some 
others  of  that  village  killed  three  Sowcar's  people  in  the 
road  leading  from  Coojevaram,  Pondichery,  and  broagbt 
Fanvele,  or  new  doable  Pagodas,  of  seven  rnpees  valoe 
each. 

16.  Abont  three  years  ago,  a  person  name  Fakeer 
Naeckoodoo  seized  Modeen,  who  is  now  present,  Akemen 
Cawn,  who  is  dead,  Azza  Cawn,  Emam  Cavn,  Sheikh 
Emam  and  Mahomed  Hoosane,  who  are  now  in  confine- 
ment in  Jail  of  Uie  Court  of  Coddapah,  and  abont  ten 
other  persons  whose  names  I  do  not  recollect,  and  myself, 
and  carried  us  to  the  Court  of  Codecondat.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  that  Court  was  abolished  and  included  in  the 
zillab  Court  of  Cuddapah,  we  were  sent  to  that  Court,  arid 
when  we  were  examined,  as  we  did  not  declare  the  (mth 
respecting  onr  having  been  ^concerned  in  the  Fausee 
trade,  some  of  as  were  released. 

19.  About  twenty  days  ago  when  I  went  to  Gottapa- 
liam  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  Fauseegars,  I  heard 
that  the  gang  of  Dsudavala,  Bada  Cawn  aud  others  of  that 
village  had  gone  towards  Bellary  by  way  of  Coddapah  for 
the  purpose  of  Fauseegaree. 

20.  And  1  also  heard  that  part  of  a  gang  of  Fausee- 
gars of  Nerraboyeloo  had  gone  towards  Bander  or  Masu- 
lipatam  for  the  same  purpose. 
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21.    Respecting  the  Faosee^rs  aud  their  proceedings 
this  i<  all  I  know  to  the  best  cf  my  recollection. 

(Marked)        SHAIK  AlADAR, 
Sworn  to  before  me,  1st  February,  1811, 

(Signed)        W.  E.  WRIGHT, 

Magistrate. 
(A  trae  translation,) 

(Signed)         SEP.  MONEY. 

Assistant  Magistrat*. 


TO  THE  MAGISTRATE  IN  THE  ZILLAH 
OF  CHITTOOR. 


Declaration  of  Yerrogaudoo,  son  of  Yerramareddy  of 
Bundraputty,  in  the  Talook  of  Magarall,  attached  to 
Chittoor  PoUutna,  aged  about  16  years. 

1.  When  m;  mother  end  father  died  daring  the  famine 
which  occarred  about  four  years  ago,  I  went  in  search  of 
a  livelihood  to  a  village  called  Nerraboyeloo,  in  the  Talook 
of  Gooramcondah,  attached  to  the  zillah  of  Caddapah,  and 
lodged  daring  the  night  at  the  hoase  of  a  pot-make^ 
named  Moosalanah.  The  next  morning  Mahomed  Cawn, 
wha  is  DOW  before  the  Court,  (of  Nerraboyeloo)  saw  and 
asked  me  who  1  was  and  from  whence  I  came.  T  told 
him  how  I  was  sitaated,  and  that  1  came  there  in  search 
of  employ,  that  he  promised  me  clothes  and  muntainance. 
I  accordingly  remained  with  him  and  worked  as  he 
directed  me. 

2.  Some  time  after  Mahomed  Cawn,  his  son  Hos- 
lane  Cawn,  Sheik  Hussen,  Sheik  Hooasane,  Sheik  Fatta, 
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Sbeikjee,  bis  ion  Goodooboy,  Taooob,  Sied  Goam,  hia 
elder  brotber  Sied  Modeeo,  Ullah  Backsh,  and  Madar, 
who  are  dot  before  the  Coart,  and  Aob  Cawn,  Saib 
Cawn,  Emam  Saib,  and  some  other  persons,  aboot  7  in 
nnmber,  (whose  nameB  I  do  not  recollect)  and  who  ate 
now  ran  away,  of  villBge  of  Nerraboyeloo,  assembled  with 
the  Intention  of  going  to  the  Taatepntree  conntry, 

Mahomed  Cawn  desired  me  to  go  also,  and  as  I  was 
employed  in  his  hoaie,  I  look  a  package  with  him;  we 
all  set  ont  Itam  Nerraboyeloo  and  were  going  along  the 
road  leading  to  Tantepotree,  when  we  met  a  Palanqnin 
boy  in  the  road  whom  Blahomed  Cawn  questioned  aa 
to  where  he  was  going,  to  which  the  boy  replied  I  came 
with  a  Gentleman's  Palanqnin,  but  being  seized  with  fever 
and  noable  to  walk,  I  am  going  on  slowly  towards  Gotlee, 
in  the  hope  of  meeting  the  Gentleman  there.  Mahomed 
Cawn  said  he  wonld  go  also ;  so  we  all  set  ont  and  arrired  at 
•  river's  side  situated  near  Tantepntree,  whwe  they  killed 
the  Palanqnin  boy  and  took  three  mpeea,  cloths,  &a. 
found  upon  him,  and  threw  the  body  into  the  river.  We  all 
went  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Tantepntree,  and  were 
proceeding  from  thence  along  the  road  leading;  to  Codda- 
pah,  when  we  saw  a  Moorman  with  a  bnllock,  who  was 
going  along  the  road  near  a  village  called  Padatoor.  We 
went  with  him  a  short  distance,  and  they  killed  him  by 
Fansee,  and  taking  the  bollock,  one  inpee,  and  cloths 
fonnd  upon  him,  bnried  the  body  in  a  dry  water-oonrse, 
which  was  near. 

4.  We  then  left  the  Cnddapab  road,  and  went  along 
the  road  leading  to  Bandur,  (or  Masalipatam,)  when  we 
were  joined  by  about  ten  persons,  who  were  concerned 
with  another  gang  of  Fanseegars.  Shortly  afterwards,  we 
saw  two  Rajpoots,  near  a  village  called  Paretanl,  who 
were  going  to  Boodnr  from  Hydrabad ;~  from  thence  the 
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two  gangt  ofFaaietgara  accamptiDied  them  as  far  as  a  viU 
lage  called  Ebrampaten,  where  they  killed  them  by  Fatuee, 
and  took  a  large  red  Mare,  20  or  30  pieces  of  Clotha, 
4  Pagodas,  100  Rs.  in  ready  cash,  3  silver  Finger 
Rioga,  3  Swords,  3  Firelocks,  4  Chemboos,  1  Tam- 
balant,  and  3  Tapaliea  ;  the  bodies  were  baried  in  a 
river  which  was  near.  Of  these  things,  one  Sword  and 
one  Tambalam  are  now  before  the  Coart — the  other 
tbinga  were  proportionably  divided  between  the  two 
gangs  of  Faaseegars.  We  all  went  from  thence  to  R^ja- 
mandry  and  arrived  at  a  Cboaltry,  and  a  Tank  (abont  font 
miles)  on  this  side  of  Bandur  where  two  GoUars  and 
one  Moorman  had  halted  ;  we  went  to  them  and  from 
Ihenca  proceeded  together  as  far  as  the  sea  side,  when 
they  killed  them  by  Faasee  and  took  1000  Rs.  foond  npoa 
the  Collars,  and  100  Rs.  found  upon  the  Moorman,  and 
10  or  30  pieces  of  jacket  eloths,  and  bnried  the  bodies 
in  a  hole  ;  the  pieces  of  jacket  cloths  were  tied  in  this 
square  wax  cloth,  now  before  the  Court ;  as  the  village 
at  which  the  GoUars  and  Moorman  were  expected  to 
arrive,  is  bat  one  day's  march  from  the  village  which 
they  had  left,  fearing  that  a  seRrofa  would  be  iastitated 
by  their  relations,  we  left  that  road  without  going  to 
Bandar. 

5.  After  this,  all  except  myielf,  went  towards  the 
Hydrabad  country,  bnt  Mahomed  Cawn  totd  me  to  go 
back  to  the  village.  I  accordingly  returned  to  the  village 
of  Nerraboyeloo,  and  remained  there  for  one  montb,  at 
which  time  a  person  named  Emam,  who  is  not  present, 
prepared  to  go  offwith  the  intention  of  joining  Hahomed 
Cawn  and  his  gang,  and  Mahomed  Cavn's  wife  asked 
me  to  go  with  JSmam  for  the  purpose  of  dreviug  her 
d's  victuals. 
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I  accordingly  went  with  liim  and  joined  Mahomed 
Cawn  near  a  village  called  Pedoogooralloo,  sitnated  in 
theroad  leading  from  Bandnr  to  Madras;  where  they  went 
or  what  they  procnred  by  Fansee  after  I  left  them,  I 
know  not.  From  thence  we  all  went  towards  Madras  and 
fell  in  with  three  MogolTallooa,  (or  Moormen)  who  were 
going  to  Madras  with  cloths.  Sec.  from  Hydrabad.  We  went 
with  them  a  short  distance  and  then  killed  thera  by  Faasee ; 
some  yalnable  white  Cloths,  one  Keenkhaub  JTole,  a  Bed, 
a  large  Horse,  and  abont  100  Savnaraeasaloo  (or  pare 
'  gold  cashes)  were  found  apon  them ;  these  we  took  and 
buried  the  bodies  in  a  dry  water-course— of  those  things, 
the  Keenkhaub  Jgle  is  now  present  in  the  Coart. 

After  this,  Sied  Emam  and  his  ^Idet  brother,  Sied 
Modeen,  took  five  or  six  men  oat  of  (hose  who  are  now 
before  the  Coart  whose  names  I  do  not  recollect,  and 
went  towards  Bandar.  I  remained  with  Mahomed  Cawn 
and  others,  at  a  village  situated  near  the  place  where 
the  MognlvalloDs  were  killed,  and  at  this  place  the  other 
gang  separated  from  as,  having  first  received  their  just 
share  of  the  stolen  property, 

8.  A  few  days  afler  this,  Sied  Emam  and  others 
returned,  when  I  heard  Sied  Emam  tell  Mahomed  Cawn, 
that  they  had  killed  a  Mognlman  near  Hydrabad,  and 
Mahataubee  Topics,  a  white  Horse,  and  10  Rs.  found 
upon  the  boy ;  of  those  things,  that  white  Horse  and  two 
Mahataubee  Topieg  or  Caps,  are  now  present  in  the  Court. 

9.  After  this  Sied  Emam  and  ourselves  assembled 
and  weut  from  thence  towards  Madras,  and  on  the  road 
to  Madras  we  saw  a  Baljavur  man  with  a  Horse,  one  ser- 
vaat,  and  two  Bramins,  who  were  going  from  Madras  to 
Hydrabad  ;  this  was  abont  one  day's  march  from  Pedoo- 
gooralloo, and  they  killed  them  by  Fausee  (by  strangling), 
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baried  them  in  a  dry  vater-coane  near  that  place,  and  took 
2  JamakaDahs.  1  black  horse,  5  Janballa,  I  Coosoomba 
or  red  tarbaod,  1  Patanchoo  Dovatee  or  cloth,  1  Patau- 
choo  red  cloth,  I  Patnnchoe  black  cloth  or  Sie  clotha,  100 
Hydrabad  Rupees,  and  1  wooden  box.  I  vas  present 
when  all  those  things  were  taken,  of  which  the  two  Jama- 
kanafas  and  1  Patanchoo  cloth  are  now  before  the  Court 
—I  know  their  desoription. 

10.  We  afterwards  went  and  remained  at  Madras 
one  night,  and  were  going  to  Pondichery,  where  three 
persona  belonging  to  a  Sowcar,  were  conveying  Pativele 
(new  doable)  Pagodaa  in  two  parses,  and  passing  near  a 
Choallry,  sitnated  apon  a  Sea  Canrees  (salt  rivers)  side 
between  Madras  and  Pondichery,  where  the  gang 
killed  tbem  by  Faasee,  and  look  the  Pagodas  and  clotha, 
Sbc.  foand  apon  them,  and  buried  the  bodies  on  the  spot. 

11.  About  sis  months  ago,  we  returned  to  the  said 
village  of  Nerraboyeloo ;  besides  those  things  which  were 
divided  before,  tbey  divided  in  the  said  Mahomed 
Cawn's  house,  all  the  other  cloths,  horses,  and  ready 
cash,  Stc,  which  were  procnred  by  killing  persons  by 
Faasee,  hnt  did  not  give  me  any  share. 

12.  When  tbey  were  dividing  the  property  2  Paavelo 
Pagodas  fell  down  which  I  took  np  and  gave  into  the 
hands  of  Coommara,  or  Polmaker  Moosalenna  of  Nerra- 
boyeloo,  with  the  intentioo  of  giving  them  into  the  hands 
of  my  elder  brother. 

'  13.  I  will  point  oat  as  far  as  I  am  able  the  tbioga 
which  are  deposited  with  saofa  and  such  persons  by 
these  persons  now  Iwfore  the  Court,  bnt  I  do  not 
recollect  the  names  of  the  persons  who  keep  the  things. 
14,  Sabsequentiy  Goodooboy  end  Madar,  who  are 
now  before  the  Coort,  Mahomed  Cawn's  son-in-law,  Lanl 
CawD,  and  six.  persons,  whose  names  I  do  not  recollect 
2  R 
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and  who  are'  not  present,  assembled  and  prepared  for  8 
strangling  expedition ;  ibis  was  abont  a  montb  ago,  whea 
Mabomed  Cawn  told  me  to  take  and  cany  Uie  package 
of  the  said  Medar,  and  having  tdcen  tbe  package  we  all 
lell  Nerraboyeloo,  and  went  by  way  of  Cbannel  Ghaal, 
a  little  distance  eastward,  from  whence  Hadar  and 
Goodooboy  retamed,  the  omens  not  being  favorable.  I 
also  retnrned  with  them.  The  other  persons  proceeded 
irith  the  intention  of  going  to  the  Pondichery  coantry 
by  way  of  Arcot.  When  we  were  retarning  towards 
Kerraboyeloo,  Emam  Naik,  tbe  Tfaanadar,  seized  ns  in 
Nangapalla  Channel  Ghaat,  and  asked  na  to  point  ont 
tbe  Fanseegars,  to  which  I  and  Gadamanepally  Hadar 
.Saib,  who  is  now  before  the  Court,  consented,  and  pointed 
oat  tbe  Fanseegars,  who  are  now  brooght  to  the  Conrt, 
the  others,  about  sixteen  in  namber,  tan  away. 

15.  Tbe  Fanseegars  who  joined  as  when  we  went 
in  tbe  Bandar  road  as   abovementioned,  and  those  who 

'  were  concerned  with  these  gangs  are  living  in  four  vil- 
lages called  Padala,  Patacanoor,  Hebeily  and  GoUapntty, 
in  the  Talook  of  Cambom,  attached  to  tbe  Zillah  of  Cad- 
dapab.  They  now  and  then  used  to  join  the  said  Ma- 
homed Cawn,  bis  son  Hoossane  Cawn,  and  otbers,  (who 
are  now  before  tbe  Conrt)  In  their  strangling  expeditions, 
and  divided  the  property  thns  procured.  Their  names  are 
Caadavala  Hoossane  Saib,  Oonegagaadoo,  his  yonnger 
brother  Emam  Saib,  Aul  Cawn,  and  abont  twenty  per- 
sons, whose  names  are  unknown  to  me.  I  am  ready  to 
point  out  all.those  persons. 

16.  When  some  of  the  people  of  tbe  Cambom  gang 
joined  ns  as  aforesaid,  I  heard  Honnoorgandoo  tell 
Mahomed  Cawn  and  others,  that  "  they  had  killed  1  Sn- 
"  badar,  1  Jemadar,  and  1  Haviidar,  and  a  dog,  wlitob 
"was  with  tbem  within  one  day's  mardi  of  £Uore,  and 
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*'  took  tlie  bollock,  clotfas,  and  some  ready  cash,  fonnd 
';  npoa  tiiem,  and  that  news  of  these  marders  having 
"  spread,  a  search  has  been  institnted  for  the  marderers." 
Thej  therefore  advised  ns  not  to  visit  that  part  of  the 
coontrj. 

(Harked)        TERROGAUDOO. 
Taken  before  me,  1st  Febraary,  1811, 

(Signed)        W,  E.  WRIGHT. 
^  Magittrate, 

(True  Translation,) 
(Signed)        SEP.  MONET, 

Asit.  Magittrate. 


TO  THE  MAGISTRATE  IN  THE  ZILLAH  OF 
CHITTOOR. 


Second  Declaration  given  by   Yerrogaudoo,  aged  about 
16  yeare. 

That  is  to  say — 

1,  Fonr  persons  were  passing  near  Paretaul  in  the 
Toad  to  Ebrampnten,  on  their  way  from  R^jamnndry  to 
Golocondah,  when  the  FauHeegara  strangled  and  buried 
theu  in  a  dry  water-coarse  which  was  near,  and  took 
some  Hoodies,  and  Dooganies,  and  cloths,  found  npon 
the  bodies. 

.  2.  Two  Comettieg  and  one  Moorman,  were  passing 
a  village  called  Nogaracnl,  on  their  way  from  Madru 
to  Hydrabad,  when  the  Fanseegara  followed  them  a  little 
distance  to  a  dry  water-coarse,  sitnated  between  Naga- 
racol  and  a  village  called  HattaraUgam,  there  killed 
them  by  Faasee  and  bnried  them  in  the  vater-eonne ; 
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a  black  and  white  coloured  Jamakanah,  a  silk  Panndam, 
(a  purse  to  keep  beetle-nnts  in)  3  Rs.  id  ready  cash, 
2  Patonchoo  (or  silk  bordered)  cloths  worn  by  them,  and 
1  white  Cnmbly,  some  Tapalies,  and  Chemboos,  (or 
pots)  were  fonad  opon  the  bodies.  Of  those  things  the 
black  and  white  colonred  JTamakanah,  is  present  in  the 
Court. 

3.  A  person  was  passing  alongtheroad  ahontone  mile 
on  this  side  of  Nagaracnl,  codting  to  Hydrabad,  the  Fan- 
secgarg  killed  him  and  took  one  Gungasagaram  Dhotie  (a 
sort  of  oloth)  1  pistol, SO  rnpees  in  ready  cash,  and  two  black 
Camblies,  fonnd  npoD  him,  and  buried  the  body  in  a  dry 
water-eonrse  which  was  near.  Of  those  articles  one  fine 
black  Cnmbly  is  present  in  the  Coart — the  pistol  is  at- 
Nerraboyeloo,  in  the  honge  of  Yacoob,  who  is  now  present 

4.  1  forgot  to  mention  these  circamstances  in  my 
6rst  declaration. 

5.  The  white  bnllock  which  was  found  with  a  Moor- 
man who  was  killed  near  Todtepatree,  is  now  at  Nerra- 
boyeloo,  in  the  bonse  of  Mahomed  Cawo,  who  Is  now  be- 
fore  the  Court. 

6.  It  is  customary  for  the  Fanseegars  to  pretend 
friendship  for  travellers,  and  going  with  them  a  short  dis- 
tance, to  strangle  them  with  their  Dhoties.  When  the 
clotb  is  thrown  ronnd  the  beck,  the  trsFellers  are  seized 
by  their  legs,  and  kicked  apon  their  private  parts,  and 
their  dead  bodies  are  cnt  open,  and  Uie  limbs  divided,  to 
prevent  their  swelling,  and  emitting  a  smell  through  the 
crevices  formed  in  the  ground.  This  smell  woald  attract 
jackals,  and  they  would  dig  down  upon  the  bodies,  which 
would  thereby  be  discovered.  It  is  also  the  oastom  of 
the  Fanseegars  to  select  a  man  especially  to  cnt  the 
corpse  80,  and  to  give  him  an  additional  share  of  the 
plaadered  property. 
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7.  The  red  horseXwith  a  white  spot  10  the  face),  foand 
npoD  two  Rajpoot  meo  who  were  killed  near  Ebrampetten, 
is  a  mare,  and  she  is  now  present  in  Cnnrt. 

8.  The  said  Mtdiomed  Cawn's  caltivating  servant 
named  KuIIo  Hoossane,  who  is  now  living  at  Nerra- 
\toyeloQ,  was  with  the  gang  of  Faaseegars,  with  whom  I 
went.  I  forgot  to  meation  bis  name  id  the  first  declara- 
tioD  given  by  me. 

9.  It  is  the  cDstom  of  Faaseegars  to  shew  signs  by 
the  hands  and  speak  Bundoocattoo  Maataloo,  (words 
nnknowp  by  any  others) ;  for  instance,  if  the  hand  is  pat 
npoB  the  whiskers,  the  meaning  is,  be  oodrageons,  do  not 
fear;  yon  mnst  not  reveal,  I  shall  not.  The  meaning  of 
the  word  auiada,  is  one  thousand. 

10.  I  said  before  that  when  the  gang  of  Fanseegars 
went  a  second  time,  Goodooboy  and  Madar  Saib  left 
tbem  and  returned  to  their  village,  in  consequence  of  an 
apascoonuvt,  (or  bad  omen) ;  these  omens  were  a  black 
crow  sittiog  upon  a  dead  tree,  and  without  making  the 
usual  noise  with  bis  nose  called  "  ieer,"  and  Goedooboy's 
tarban  touched  the  branch  of  a  tree  and  fell  off;  if  they 
bad  paid  no  atteuUon  to  these  two  omens,  they  suppos- 
ed that  though  they  might  escape  in  one  place,  they  would 
lose  their  lives  in  some  others :  I  beard  tbem  when  they 
were  conversing  in  this  manner. 

11.  The  horse  which  was  fonnd  upon  three  Mogul- 
men,  who  were  killed  at  a  place  four  days  march  from 
Madras,  is  of  a  red  colour,  a  male,  and  is  with  one  of 
the  gang  of  Fanseegars,  named  Ooneyagaadoo,  in  Po- 
dala  villages,  attached  to  the  district  of  Combom. 

13.  A  Tagoyepareetum,  (or  holy  string,)  was  worn 
by  one  of  those  persons  killed  between  Madras  and  Poo- 
dicherry. 
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13.  The  blaek  horse  -which  was  fonnd  npan  the  Bat- 
JBvarmen,  who  were  killed  near  Pedoogooraloo,  was  a 
mare,  and  had  a  colt,  and  us  soon  as  they  were  brongbt  to 
a  village  called  Madataroavoo,  they  ate  Hosts  Aukoaioo, 
(poisooed  leaves)  aod  died. 

14.  ft  is  the  castom  of  the  Faoseegars  before  they 
march,  ia  order  to  ascertain  vh ether  or  not  saccess  will 
attend  them,  to  keep  the  Vegraham,  or  the  image  with 
brass  things,  which  are  now  before  the  Court,  aod  to 
worship  a  God  named  Anyee,  and  to  bring  a  sheep  and 
wash  it,  and  afterwards  to  kill  it,  and  to  place  the  head 
before  the  God,  and  to  place  a  lamp  npon  the  head  and 
to  pray,  mentioning  at  the  same  time  the  names  of  the 
foar  quarters,  (east,  north,  sonth,  and  west,)  and  if  the 
aose  of  that  head  tremble  at  the  time  when  they  mentioQ 
tiie  name  of  any  qnarter,  they  go  in  that  direction,  and  if 
it  does  not  tremble,  they  do  not  go  at  that  time  any  where. 

15.  I  stated  that  the  Faoseegars  kill  the  people  with 
Dhoties,  which  they  wear  on  their  hips ;  it  is  the  cnstom 
of  Faoseegars  to  keep  Dhoties,  like  the  one  now  before 
the  Court,  which  was  worn  by  Mador  Saib,  who  is  now 
before  the  Conrt. 

16.  I  do  not  recollect  some  places,  nor  do  I  exactly 
know  other  places  in  which  all  the  people  mordered  by 
the  Fanseegars,  mentioned-ia  my  declarations,  are  boried ; 
but  I  am  able  to  point  oat  the  places  in  which  the  four 
persons  who  were  mardered  near  Paretanl,  in  the  road  to 
Ebrampnten,  were  fonried,  and  also  the  places  on  which 
Ike  two  Gollahs  and  the  Moorman,  who  were  going  from 
Rajamnndry  to  Bandar,  were  bnried. 

17.  Sied  Uodeen  who  is  now  present,  and  fire  or 
rix  Faoseegars  of  those  who  came  from  the  Cambom 
country,   killed  three  Gosayna  by  Fansee,  near  Pedoo- 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     327     )        , 

gooralloo,  and  took  some  ready  cash,  and  clolhs,  aad 
tome  Japatay  Chemboos  (or  pots),  and  1  red  horse, 
and  three  Jabboloo  (or  kind  of  jackets)  foond  upon 
tbem.  I  heard  this  near  Na^racoll,  while  they  were 
relating  the  ciroamstance  to  some  of  tlie  Faaseegars ;  of 
those  things,  this  Cbimboo  (or  pot)  of  Cashee  (Benares) 
Goantry,  is  present  in  the  Conrt,  and  &at  horse  ia  with 
the  Faaseegars,  living  in  the  Cambom  country. 

(Marked)        TERROGAUDOO, 
Taken  before  me,  2d  February,  1811. 

(Signed)        W.  E.  WRIGHT, 

Magiatrate, 


APPENDIX     V. 

Of  tbb  murderers  called  PHANS16ARS. 


By  Doctor  SHERWOOD. 

COHMUNICATBD   BY   COLONEL   McKbNZIE. 

While  Eoropeana  ha?e  jonrneyed  tbrongh  the  exten- 
sive territories  aabject  to  the  Government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  with  a  degree  of  secarity  no  where  sarpassed, 
the  path  of  the  Native  traveller  has  been  beset  with  perils 
little, known  or  suspected,  into  which  numbers  annaally 
falling,  have  mysteriously  disappeared,  the  victims  of 
villains  as  sabtle,  rapacions,  and  cruel,  as  any  who  are 
to  be  met  with  in  the  records  of  hnman  depravity, 
.  The  Phansigars,  or  stranglers,  are  thus  designated 
from  the  Hindustani  word  Pkanti  r  noose.  In  the  more 
northern  parts  of  India,  these  morderers    are    calle<l 


igtizedoy  Google 


(     328    ) 

Thugs,  siffnifyiog  deceivers :  ia  the  TamnI  laogaage, 
tbey  are  cafled  Ari  Tulucar,  or  MaBsalman  noosers:  ia 
Canarese,  Tanti  CaUeru,  implying  thieves,  who  nao  a 
wire  or  cat-gut  noose :  and  ia  Telagn,  Warlu  Wahndlu, 
or  Warlu  Vayahay  Wahndloo,  mefUkiDg  people  who  use 
tiie  noose. 

There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  Enropeans  were 
aware  of  the  existence  of  snch  criminals  as  Phaosigars, 
Qntil  shortly  after  the  conqnest  of  Seringapatan  in  1799  : 
when  about  a  hundred  were  apprehended  io  the  vicinity 
of  Baogalore.  They  did  not  engag'e  general  atteatioa  ; 
nor  would  it  appear  that  Ihey  were  sospeoted  to  belong 
to  a  distinct  class  of  hereditary  murderers  and  plunder- 
ers, settled  in  various  parts  of  India,  and  alike  remark- 
able for  the  singularity  of  thur  practice,  and  the  extent 
of  their  depredations.  In  the  year  1807,  between 
Chittoor  and  Arcot,  several  Phansigars  were  appre- 
hended, beloDgiDg  .to  a  gang  which  had  just  returned, 
laden  with  booty  from  an  expedition  to  Travancore,  and 
information  wag  then  obtained,  which  altimately  led  to 
the  developemcnt  of  the  habits,  artifices,  and  combina- 
tions of  these  atrocious  delinqnents. 

The  Phanaigars  that  infested  the  Sonth  of  India  a  few 
years  ago,  were  settled  in  Mysore,  on  the  borders  of  that 
kingdom  and  the  Carnatic,  ia  the  Bal^hat  districts, 
ceded  to  the  Company  by  the  Nii»ni  iu  1800,  and  tbey 
were  particularly  numerons  in  the  Polinms  of  Chittoor. 
The  sequestered  part  of  the  coantry,  which  comprehended 
these  Poliums,  maintaining  little  intercourse  with  the 
neighbouring  districts,  abounding  in  bills  and  fastnesses, 
and  being  immediately  subject  to  several  Polygars, 
afforded  the  Fhansigars  a  conveDient  and  secure  retreat; 
and  the  protection  of  the  Polygars  was  extended  to  them, 
in  common  vrith  other  classes  of  robbers,  in  consideratiao 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     329     ) 

of  a  settied  contribution,  or,  which  waa  more  freqaent, 
or  sharing  in  ^e  frnits  of  their  rapacity. 

It  IB  impoasible  that  such  orimiaals  as  Fhansigfars, 
liying  by  systematic  plans  of  depredaUon,  conld  Iodj^ 
remain  in  tho  same  place  in  safety,  naless  their  practices 
vere  enconraged  or  conoired  at  by  persona  in  aathority. 
Hence,  after  the  establishment  of  the  Company's  Gorern-. 
nent  over  the  Carnatic,  and  the  Districts  ceded  by  the 
Nisam,  and  the  conseqaent  extinotion  of  the  power  and 
inflaenoe  of  the  Polygars,  some  of  whom  bad  saoceeded 
in  rendering  themselves  virtaally  independent  of  the 
former  Government,  these  mnrderers  very  generally 
changed  their  abodes,  and  freqaently  aasnmed  other 
osmes.  . 

While  they  lived  under  the  protection  of  Polygara  and 
other  petty  local  aathorities,  and  among  people  whose 
habits  were  in  some  respects  anaiogaiu  to  their  own,  it 
was  annecesaary  to  dissemble  that  they  snbsisted  by  de- 
predation. They  and  their  families  lived  peaceably  with 
their  neighbours,  whom  they  never  attempted  to  molest, 
and  between  whom  there  snbsisted  a  reciprocation  of 
interest  in  the  purchase  and  disposal  of  the  plunder  which 
the  Phansigars  bronght  with  them  on  returning  from  their 
expeditions.  Afterwards,  on  the  extension  of  the 
English  Government,  it  was  usual  for  the  Phansigars, 
while  they  contiuned  their  former  practices,  ostensibly 
to  engage  in  the  cultivation  of  land  or  some  other  occu- 
pation, to  screen  themselves  from  snspicion  to  which 
they  must  otherwise  have  been  obnoxious.* 


•  Tbey  at  all  timea  ragagid  ia  Ibe  tillase  of  laDdefcn  under  Uie  Nktire 

Chieft  wbcn  they  had  leltlcd  habiutioiu.    They  eitlwi  towed  the  Jandt 

'   or  prepared  Uiem  lor  the  Kcd  dnriiig  the  Kama  tbcf  maained  at  hmae, 

3  a 
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PhaBsigarg  never  commit  robbery  aDRcoonpanied  by 
marder,  their  practice  bein^  flmt  to  straDgls  »ai  then  to 
rifle,  tbeir  ?ictitis.  It  is  alio  a  priodpie  with  tben  to 
alloir  no  one  to  escape  of  a  party  however  anmerou, 
vbicb  they  asaaiJ,  tbat  there  may  be  do  witoeisoB  of  their 
atrocities.  The  only  admitted  exception  to  this  rale  is 
in  the  instance  of  boys  of  very  tender  age,  who  are 
spared,  adopted  by  the  Phaasigars,  and,  on  attaining 
the  reqni^te  age,  initiated  into  their  horrible  mysteries.* 

A  gang  of  Ffaansigara  consists  of  from  ten  to  fifty, 
or  even  n  greatef  naober  of  persons,  a  luge  majority  sf 
whom  ate  Mossnlmana  ;  bnt  Hindus,  and  particniarly 
those  of  the  Rajpnt  tribe,  are  often  associated  with  tbem.-f- 
Bramias,  too,  though  rarely,  are  found  in  the  gangg.:t 
Emerging  from  their  haunts,  they  sometimes  perform 
long  jonmeys,  being  absent  froM  home  many  months, 
and  prowl  along  the  eastern  and  western  ooasli  to 
Hyderabad  and  Cafe  Comorin.  In  general,  however, 
they  do  not  roam  to  snch  a  distance,  bnt  make  one  or 

and  left  the  care  of  thEDi  to  their  old  men,  wometi  and  children  while  oa 
their  expeditioiH.  Vf,  B.  S. 

*  Girls  of  Terr  leader  Kgn  and  high  cist  are  ml«  oRen  spared,  Mtl 
■hm  they  frow  np  married  to  the  MNHoTThu^.  Womea  too  arc  often 
Mparated  ttom  the  partiea  of  traveller*  on  lome  pretence  or  othei  and 
ii^ed  b;  nort  cla»Hs  of  Tbugt.  W.  H.  S. 

t  The  gang*  have  oflm  coosisled  of  two  and  three  bandied,  though  ob 
■ach  occawoQi  the;  commoDly  fallow  eacfaotfaer inimall  partiesof tea 
or  twenty,  or  operate  6a  roadi  parallel  to  each  other,  and  prepared  to 
coDcentrate  on  any  poM  whea  neceeaary.  W.  H.  S. 

}  Bramin*,  it  i*  probable,  do  not  auiat  in  the  actual  perpetration  of 
murder,  but  are  employed  to  procure  iatelli^eoce,  in  obtaining  which 
their  peculiar  pririlegei  aflord  tben  great  facilitiei. 

Branhu(tran|;1ejurt  a*  often  ai  others;  and  ate  strangled  by  tbem 
vttboBt  diituction.  VF.  H.  S. 
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If  a  exonrsioDs  ever;  year.**  Their  viotiraa  are  almoit 
exclasively  travelleri  wham  they  fall  in  with  on  the  road. 
Each  gaag  has  its  sirdar  or  leader,  vho  directs  its 
raovemeats.  Of  a  Dameroaa  gang,  some  nsaally  remaia 
at  home,  wfatle  the  rest  are  engaged  in  tbe  work  of 
pillage  and  murder.  Those  that  are  abroad  are  often 
divided  into  separate  parties  of  ten  or  fifteen  persons, 
who  either  follgw  each  other  at  some  distanoe,  or, 
the  parties  taking  different  rentes,  Ihey  rendeavona 
at  an  appointed  place  in  advance,  msaanres  being  at 
the  same  time  taken  to  aecnre  a  speedy  jnnotion  of 
the  gang,  ahonid  this  be  requisite  for  the  porpose  of 
attacking  several  travellers  at  once.  Different  gangs 
aomelimes  not  in  concert,  occasionally  apprising  one 
another  of  the  approach  of  travellers  nboae  destrnetiou 
promises  a  rich  booty. 

Fhansigara  have  the  appearance  of  ordiaary  inoffensive 
travellers,  and  aeldom  assame  any  particular  disguise. 
They  iadeed  not  unfreqnently  pretend  to  be  traders,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  sometimes  come  from 
the  Dokhnn  clothed  in  the  garb  ofBairagis.  Formerly, 
when  Phansigary  was  practised  to  a  greater  extent,  and 
in  a  more  daring  manner  than  al  present,  the  leader, 
especially  if  enriched  by  former  spoliations,  often'  travel- 
led on  horseback,  with  a  tent,  and  pagsed  for  a  person 
of  consequence  or  a  wealthy  merchant,  otherwise  he 
appeared  at  fi^rst  in  a  more  bumble  character,  and  asaamed 
in  the  course  of   his   rapacions   progress   one  of  more 

■  lathe  dislricti  between  the  Guigei  and  JunsB,  then  were  wme  uw- 
cistioiu  of  Tbngi  tb&t  leliloai  went  ttt  from  bomr,  uul  *hi>Bikde  ■hort 
mai  frequent  eipeditioni.  So  Ibe  Jamkldebpe  Thngi  of  Oude  and  tlw 
neigbbouring  diatiicta,  loMimeoflbe  Tbng  famjliet  in  Bundelcund.Gene- 
uIlT,bo«ev«T,  the  Tbogaoortb  Of  (be  Narbuddn,harebeeii  in  thehibit 
nf  m>kia(  loBf  expedition*,  and  remainiog  abieat  from  mx  to  eight 
month!  on  each.  W.  H.  EL 


UiglizedDy  Google 


-     (    332    ) 

Emportanoe,  OS  he  became  possessed  of  honeBBiid  bDliocks, 
which  vbile  they  afforded  him  carriage  for  the  plaudered 
property  snbserTed  the  parpose  of  giviog  ooaDteaance 
and  anpport  to  his  feigned  character.* 

Pbfuisigars  are  accastomed  to  wait  at  ChonUriea  on  the 
high  roads,  or  near  to  towns  where  travellers  are  wont 
to  rest.  They  arrive  at  soch  places  and  enter  towns  and 
Tillages  in  straggling  parties  of  three  or  foor  persons, 
appearing  to  meet  by  accident  and  to  have  had  no  previ< 
ons  acquaintance.  On  sach  occasions,  some  of  the  gang 
are  employed  as  emissaries  to  collect  information,  and 
especially  to  learn  If  any  persons  with  property  in  their 
possession  are  aboat  to  undertake  a  joarney.  They  are 
often  accompanied  by  children  of  ten  years  of  age  and 
.upwards,  who,  while  they  perform  menial  ofBces,  ere 
initiated  into  the  horrid  practices  of  the  Phanaigars,  and 
ooqtribate  to  prevent  saspicion  of  their  real  character. 
Skilled  in  the  arts  of  deception,  they  enter  into  conversa- 
tion and  insinuate  themselves,  by  obseqaious  attentions, 
into  the  Goofidence  of  travellers  of  all  descriptions,  to 
learn  from  them  whence  they  come,  whither  and  for  what 
parpose  they  are  jonmeying,  and  of  what  property  they 
are  possessed  ; — thas — 

** under  fiur  pretence  of  friendly  cadi, 

And  well  placed  worda  or^laiing-courtn;. 
Baited  with  reaioiia  not  nnplsnuble, 
Wind  Uiem  into  the  evr-lieuted  utn  ; 
And  hng  them  into  iDsm." 

When  the  Phansigars  determine,  after  obtaining  such 
information  as  they  deem  requisite,  to  attack  a  traveller, 
they  nsnally  propose  to  him,  under  the  specious  plea  of 


■  Ther  >till  continne  to  aname  •U  kiiulB  of  dugiiiM8,aad  inerer 
«n«ider«ble  fu^  there  «n:  wme  who  feign  to  be  men  of  high  ruk,  a 
UCTcbuti  or  the  pablic  leivanti  of  rame  Natire  GoTCnuiMat. 
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no(nal  safety,  or  for  the  sake  of  society,  to  travel  together, 
or  else  they  follow  him  at  a  little  distance,  aod  on  arriv- 
ing at  a  coDvenient  place,  and  a  fit  opportnnily  presenting 
for  effectuating  their  pnrpose,  one  of  the  gang  suddenly 
pats  a  rope  or  sash  round  the  neck  of  the  nnfortanate 
persons,  while  others  assist  in  depriving  him  of  life.* 

Two  Phansigara  are  considered  to  be  indispensable 
to  eflect  the  murder  of  one  man,  and  commonly  three 
are  engaged.  There  is  some  variation  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  act  is  perpetrated,  but  the  following  is  per- 
haps the  most  general.  While  travelling  along,  one  of 
the  Phansigars  suddenly  pnts  the  clotli  roand  the  neck 
of  the  person  they  mean  to  kill,  and  retains  hold  of  one 
end,  while  the  other  end  is  seized  by  an  accomplice ; 
the ,  instmment  crossed  behind  the  neck  is  drawn  tight, 
the  two  Phansigars  pressing  the  head  forwards ;  at  the 
same  time  the  third  villain,  in  readiness  behind  the 
traveller,  seizes  bis  legs,  and  he  is  thrown  forward  npon 
the  gronnd.  In  this  sitnatioa  he  can  make  little  re- 
sistance. The  man  balding  the  legs  of  the  miserable 
soSerer,  now  kicks  him  in  those  parts  of  the  body 
endowed  with  most  sensibility,  and  he  is  quickly  des- 
patched.t 

Tbey  btcDiDF  ncqa»ioted  with  tome  Officer*  of  rank  abontCoort  whom 
thej  conciliate  b;  Laadaeme  preients,  who  can  lerTe  tbcm  in  lime  of 
Deed,  and  aboat  irhoiii  Ihty  can  alway>  talk  familiarly  to  travellen  of 
rank  >bom  (hey  intend  to  kill.  W.  H.  S. 

*  If  Ifae  traTcller  iDspecti  ooe  imall  party,  he  kkki  falli  in  with  aootber, 
who  leem  to  enter  into  hii  feeling*  of  dintrDst.  The  fint  party  iiihaken 
off  and  the  second  deAcoy*  him.  If  then  ii  only  one  parly,  or  the  Ira- 
veller*  M^ect  and  armd  the  whole,  two  men  are  j^aced  to  watch  tbeit 
motioiu:  and  one  fiillows  them  op,  while  the  other  infonui  the  [ang  of 
their  moremenli.  W,  H.  S. 


t  Some  Thop  pride  IhemaelTe*  upon  htiag  ahle  to  itrangle  a  man 
nag\e  hutiti ;  and,  in  apeakiflg  of  as  abient  oi  deceaaed  Thof ,  mentioo 
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Antecedently  to  the  perpetration  of  the  mnrder,  some 
of  tbe  gang  are  sent  in  advance,  aod  some  left  in  rear 
of  the  iplace,  to  keep  vatch  and.  prevent  intniaion  by 
giving  notice,  on  occ&sion,  to  those  engaged  in  the  aet. 
Shonld  any  persons  anexpeotedly  appear  on  the  road, 
before  the  murdered  body  is  bnried,  some  artifice  is 
practised  to  prevent  discovery,  snob  as  covering  the 
body  with  a  cloth,  while  lamentations  are  made  profess* 
edly  cm  acoonnt  of  the  sickness  or  death  of  one  of  their 
oomradea :  or  one  of  tbe  watchers  falls  down,  apparently 
wtithing  with  pain,  in  order  to  excite  the  pity  of  the 
intradiog  travellers  and  to  detain  them  from  the  scene 
of  mnrder. 

Sach  are  the  perseverance  and  oanlioa  of  the  Phansi- 
gars,  that  a  coavenient  opportunity  not  offering,  they 
will  flometimes  travel  in  company  with,  or  parsne  persons 
vbom  they  have  devoted  to  destraction  several  days 
before  they  execate  tbeir  intention.  If  circamitances 
favor  then,  diey  generally  commit  mardar  in  a  jangle  or 
in  an  nnfrequented  part  of  the  conntry,  and  near  to  a 
sandy  place  or  dry  water-course.*     A  hole  diree  or  foor 


this  M  the  bighot  complement  they  coald  piy  hioi.  A  raan  who  bM 
bMD  ibic  DiMiiaUd  to  pull  a  man  froin  bii  hone  and  strangle  him  iiill 
confer  a  diBtinclioa  upon  his  family  for  •CFrral  generationa.  Such  a  man 
waa  Bnksbce,  whoie  head  was  prewrred  by  Doctor  Spry,  and  I  have 
beard  of  a  few  othen.  W.  H.  S. 

•  PaclicDiar  tracts  were  cboam  in  every  part  of  India  where  they 
conld  mnrder  their  victims  with  tbe  freatest  conrenience  and  security. 
Mncb  frequented  roads  pasiiog  thron^b  extentiTe  jangles,  where  tbe 
gtoniid  was  soft  for  Ibe  grave,  or  the  jangle  thick  to  cover  them,  and  tbe 
local  anthoriiiei  took  no  notice  of  the  bodies.  The  Thugs  apeak  of  n<ch 
place*  with  aSectioa  and  enthniiiaam,  ai  other  men  woald  of  the  DMXt 
delightful  scenei  of  tbeir  early  lifr.  Tbe  mo*t  noted  were  tmoo$  tbe 
Tbugiof  HindoataD.  W.  H.  S. 
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feet  in  deptb,  in  snch  a  spot,  is  dag  with  facility,  ia 
-whicb  the  body  being  placed,  witb  the  face  downward!, 
it  ta  shockiDgly  maogled.  Deep  aad  coatiDoed  gashes 
are  ofteo  made  ia  it  in  both  sides,  from  the  shonlders  to 
the  hands  and  to  the  feet,  which  lay  open  the  abdomen 
and  divide  the  tendon  at  tbe  heel.  Wonnds  are  also 
made  between  the  ribs  into  the  chest,  and  sometimes  if 
the  bote  be  short,  tbe  knees  are  disjointed,  and  the  legs 
turned  back  upon  the  body.  Tbe  hole  is  then  filled  with 
earth.  The  body  is  thns  cntand  dia6gnred  to  expedite 
its  dissolntion,  as  well  as  to  prevent  its  inflation,  which, 
by  raising  or  oaasiog  fissures  in  the  siiperinoambent  sand 
might  attract  jackals,  and  lead  to  tbe  exposore  of  the 
corpse.  When  the  ataoant  of  the  property  is  less  than 
tbey  expected  to  find,  tbe  villains  sometimes  give  vent 
to  their  disappointment  in  wanton  indignities  on  tbe 
dead  body. 

If,  when  a  mnrder  is  perpetrated,  a  convenient  place 
for  interring  Uie  body  be  not  near,  or  if  the  Phansigars 
be  apprehensive  of  discovery,  it  is  either  tied  in  a  sack 
and  earried  ta  some  spot,  where  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
foond,  or  it  is  put  into  a  well.;*  or  which  is  frequently 
practised,  a  shallow  hole  is  dag,  in  which  ike  corpse  is 
bnried,  till  a  fit  place  for  interring  it  can  be  discovered, 
when  it  is  removed  and  cut  in  the  manner  already  men- 
tioned. If  the  traveller  bad  a  dog,  it  is  also  killed,  lest 
the  faithfnl  animal  should  oanse  the  discovery  of  the  body 
of  bis  mnrdered  roaster.     The  office   of  mangling  tbe 

*  Id  Oude  what  tbe  fieldi  sre  klmiut  «11  irrigated  from  wdia,  the 
bodlM  were  generally  IhrovD  idIo  them,  >aJ  wheo  tbe  Cultiraton  dU- 
coTercd  them,  the;  hardljr  erer  tboDght  it  worth  while  to  aak  how  they 
fot  there,  to  accustomed  were  they  to  find  them.  In  Beogal  uid  Behar  ■ 
where  the  nwrt  frequeuted  jroada  pu*  along,  or  fre<]ueDtlr  aero**  rireii, 
the  bodiei  are  commooly  tbrown  iato  them.  W.  H.  S. 
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dead  bodj  is  tunally  auigned  to  a  psiticalar  p«Bon  of 
die  g»ng.  The  Pbansigara  are  always  proTided  with 
kaitet  and  pick  axe§,  which  tbey  conceal  from  observa- 
tion. 

From  Uie  fore^oiD^  acconnt  it  will  be  obvioos,  that 
the  system  of  the  Phansigars  is  but  too  well  adapted  far 
conoealffleat.  The  precaatioos  tbey  take,  the  arti&ees 
tbey  practice,  the  mode  of  destroying  their  victims,  cal- 
calated  at  once  to  preclade  almost  the  possibility  of 
reacae  or  escape — of  witnesses  of  the  deed— of  noise  or 
cries  for  help— of  efforion  of  blood — aad,  in  general,  of 
all  traces  of  mnrder :— these  circnmitances  conspire  to 
throw  a  veil  of  darkness  over  their  atrocitioB.* 

I  now  proceed  to  notice  varions  particalars,  more  fally 
illaatrating  Uie  practices,  habits,  and  character  of  these 
criminals. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  formerly  a  long  string,  with 
a  nniDing  ooose,  might  have  been  naed  by  Phansigars 
for  seizing  travellers,  and  that  they  robbed  on  horse- 
back. Bat  be  this  as  it  may,  a  noose  is  now,  I  believe, 
never  thrown  by  them  from  a  distance,  in  this  part  of 
India.  They  sometimeB  nse  a  abort  rope,  with  a  loop  at 
one  end,  bat  a  tnrban  or  a  dothi  (a  long  narrow  cloth, 
or  sash  worn  abont  the  waist,)  are  more  commonly  employ- 
ed ;  these  serve  the  parpose  as  effbctoaily  as  a  regnlarly 
prepared  noose,  with  this  advantage  that  they  do  not 
tend  to  excite  saspicion.  When  snch  a  cloth  is  ased,  it 
is,  previously  to  applying  it,  doubled  to  the  length  of  two 
or  two  and  a  half  feet,  and  a  knot  is  formed  at  the  dofable 
eztr«nity,  and  abont  eighteen  inches  from  it  a  slip  knot 


*  If  aThDgbwbMawoimdediii  ttranglinf  a  traveller,  they  pretend 
(o  hm*c  bHo  alUcked  by  tnbben,  ud  taken  bim  to  tfae  oeareit  Slatioa 
witboat  an;  feargf  dUcorrrr.  W.  H,  S. 


,9  iizedoy  Google 


(   sa'   ) 

is  tied.  lo  regalatiufT  the  diitanoa  of  the  two  knotc,  so 
that  the  iaterveniag  apaoe  when  tightly  twisted,  may  be 
adapted  to  embrace  the  Bcck>  the  Phansigar  who  pr«. 
pares  the  iDSlrament  ties  it  apoo  his  own  koee.  The 
two  knots  gife  the  Phansigara  a  6rm  hold  of  the  cloth, 
and  prevent  its  slipping  through  their  haods  ia  the  act 
of  applying  it.  After  the  person  they  attack  haa  been 
brought  to  the  groaad,  in  tije  manner  already  desorihed, 
the  slip  knot  is  loosed  bv  the  Phaasigar  who  has  hold  of 
that  part  of  the  cloth,  and  he  makes  another  fold  of  it 
roDotl  the  neck,  upon  which,  plaoiog  his  foot,  he  draws 
the  cloth  tight,  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  (to  use  the 
expression  of  my  Phansfgar  informer)  "of  packing  a 
bundle  of  straw." 

Sometimes  Uie  Phansigara  have  aot  timp  to  obtervo 
all  the  precantions  1  have  nenlioned  in  cntliog  and 
interring  a  body ;  apprehensions  for  their  own  safety 
indaoing  them  to  leave  it  slightly  buried.  So|natimes, 
alto,  when  s  murder  ■■  perpetrated  in  «  p4rt  of  the 
country  which  exposes  them  to  the  risk  of  pb#erration, 
they  put  ap  a  soreeo,  or  the  wall  for  a  teat,  and  hary  th« 
body  within  the  inolosnro,  pretending  if  eaqniriea  are 
nade,  that  their  women  are  within  the  screen.  Oo  auoh 
occasions  these  obdnrate  wretches  do  not  hesitate  to 
dress  and  eat  Ibeir  food  on  the  very  spot  wheie  l^eic 
Tiotio)  is  inhnmed. 

If,  which  scarcely  ever  happens,  a  traveller  eaoapo 
from  the  peraoas  atteosptiog  to  strangle  him,  he  incurs 
th«  hazard  of  being  diipatahed  by  oae  of  the  parties  on 
watch.*     Should  be  6nally  escape,  or  shonld  any  other 

■  Thne  men  hftre  iward*.  Mid  will  cndeMonc  (o  cut  Aona  odj  maa 
who  Nt*pet  frum  the  ilruf len.  W.  H.  S. 

2  T 
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clrcamBtaDce  oconr  to  excite  alann  or  appreheasiona  of 
bein^  seized,  the  gang  imniediately  disperiei,  bavioff 
previoDiljr  agreed  to  re-asiemble  at  aa  appaioted  time, 
at  Bome  distant  place. 

Travellers  resting  in  the  same  Cboaltry  with  PhaDit- 
gars  are  sometimes  destroyed  in  the  night,  and  their 
bodies  oonveyed  to  a  distance  and  buried.  On  these 
occasions  a  person  ia  not  always  mnrdered  when  asleep  ; 
as,  while  he  is  in  a.  reonmbent  postare,  the  Phansigars 
fiod  a  diffically  in  applying  the  cloth.  The  asaal  prac- 
tice is  first  to  awaken  him  saddeoiy  with  an  alarm  of 
a  snake  or  a  scorpion,  and  then  to  strangle  faim.* 

In  attacking  a  traveller  on  horseback,  the  Phansigars 
range  Ibemaelves  in  the  following  manner.  One  of  the 
gang  goes  in  front  of  the  horse,  and  another  has  his 
atation  in  the  rear :  a  third,  walking  by  the  side  of  the 
traveller,  keeps  him  engaged  in  conversation  till.  Hading^ 
that  he  is  off  his  guard,  be  saddenly  seizes  the  traveller 
by  the  arm  and  drags  him  to  the  ground,  the  horse  at  the 
same  time  being  seized  by  the  foremost  villain.  The 
miserable^  safferer  is  then  strangled  in  the  asnal  manner. 

Against  Phansigars  it  mast  be  obvious,  that  arms  and 
the  ordinary  precautions  taken  against  robbers,  are  nn- 
availing.  When  a  persoa  is  armed  with  a  dagger,  it  ia 
nanal  for  one  of  the  villains  to  secure  his  hands.  It 
sometimes  happens,  that  a  parly  of  travellers,  consisting 
of  several  persons,  and  possessed  of  valuable  effects,  are, 
while  joorneying  in  imaginary  security,  suddenly  cat  off; 
and  the  lifeless  and  despoiled  bodies  being  removed  wd 


■  TniTellen  bsre  be«D  rtry  ottea  baried  in  the  roomi  ia  wfcicb  Otrj 
bKr»  ben  >lr*iigl«d  ia  Sarun,  aad  luge  lowm.  ir  Ibe  kotue  be  occupied 
tbt  occnpanu  sn  in  lesfvc  with  Uw  Tliugi  of  conne.  W.  H,  A 
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interred,  not  a  vestige  of  them  appears.*  ToBtancev 
are  aud  to  have  oooarred,  of  twelve  aad  foorteeo  peraonfi 
being  simaltaoeoasly  destroyed.  Bat  aaoh  ocourreaces 
mast  be  rare ;  and,  ia  general,  the  property  taken  is  not 
considerable.  Sack,  indeed,  are  the  oraelty  and  capi- 
dity  of  these  detestable  wretches,  that,  on  the  presamp- 
tion  of  every  traveller  possessing  concealed  treasure,  or 
some  property,  however  trifling,  even  indigence  affords 
not  its  wonted  security. 

Formerly,  if  good  horses,  shawls,  or  other  valnabta 
articles,  were  among  the  booty,  they  were  commonlj 
reserved  for  the  Polygar,  in  payment  of  protection.  A 
portion  of  the  pinnder  was  nsoally  appropriated  to 
defraying  the  expences  of  religions  ceremonies;  and 
sometimes,  a  part  was  also  allotted  for  the  benefit  of 
vidowa  and  families  of  deceased  members  of  the  gang. 
The  residae  of  the  booty,  being  divided  into  several 
parts,  was  nsnally  shared  as  follows : — to  the  leader  two 
shares ;  to  tho  men  aclnally  concerned  in  perpetoating 
the  murder,  and  to  the  person  who  cat  the  dead  body, 
each  one  share  and  a  half,  and  to  the  remainder  of  the 
gang  each  one  share.  The  pinnder  was  almost  always 
oorried  homo  by  the  Fhansigars  and  sold  greatly  below 
its  valne.  It  vas  never  disposed  of  near  to  the  place 
where  the  person   to   whom   it  belonged  was  mardered, 

*  Nekr  Smdni,  attoat  tea  ;cBr>  ago,  tfawe  gotak  peoai  were  killed, 
kcTing  Da  them  money  io  differeat  eoipi,  to  the  aDDUnt  of  16,000  rupee* 
In  180!i,  lire  perMo*  were  killed  ia  Colmbitoor,  aod  cuh  to  the  araomit 
of  %BOD  pigodu,  the  property  of  theCollector  of  the  diitricl,  wu  takso. 
Ib  tlie  lame  year,  tiro  mpcctable  natirei,  proceeding  on  baiwback  from 
Madraa  Io  the  Malabar  coaat,  with  five  attmduit*,  were  all  killed.  In 
1807,  fica  pctMoi,  beudei  two  others  who  bad  joined  tbem  on  the  road, 
were  killed  near  Bangalore,  and  robbed  of  property  to  Ibeamoastof 
1,000  pafoda^  befoufiDg  to  an  officer  of  Eoiineen.  And  in  1816,  three 
petMW  wcie  killed  ia  the  diftrict  of  HsmUpatUB,  ud  i^MO  ropec*  takeit 
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nor  where  it  wu  likely  to  be  ivco^nized,  of  wliich  the 
Pbaniigari  were  enabled  to  jodge  by  the  informalioB 
imparted  to  them  by  the  credoloiti  sufferers.* 

The  freqaeot  tuiociation  of  the  most  abject  sapcrsti- 
tioii,  with  the  deepest  gtiill,  has  been  ofteo  noticed.  The 
jOitneis  of  the  obserTalioo  is  exemplified  in  the  coodnct 
of  most,  perhaps  of  all  duses  of  ladian  delinqoeats,  mid 
remarkably  so  in  that  of  the  Phaasigars.  Their  system, 
indeed,  seems  to  be  founded  on  the  basis  of  superstition. 
They  pay  the  most  serrile  regard  to  omens  ;  and  they 
never  leare  their  abodes  to  go  on  an  expedition,  without 
a  preTioas  persoasion,  derived  from  modes  of  divioation 
io  use  among  them,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  success. 
Tfaoogh  the  Pfaonsigars  are  almost  all  Mussalmans,  they 
have  nevertheless  universally  adopted,  on  certain  occa- 
sions, the  idolatrons  worship  of  Hindn  deities.  Cali  or 
Marriatta  (the  goddess  of  small  pox  of  tbe  Caraatic)  is 
regarded  as  their  tutelary  deity,  and  is  the  object  of  their 
mdoration.  She  is  naaally  invoked  by  them  under  the 
name^of  Javi  or  Ayi  and  of  Tu^apurL-f    Before  an 

*  Tbe  pn^riy  «ru  fcHrallf  ditpoaed  -of  imr  tbe  plsee  where  the 
Hnrdm  were  pef)tctrBlcd  when  tbe  trnTeUen  wen  fram  dittut  parti; 
bat  at  ilKRfei  off  Ibe  naiB  road  ut  ia  adraace  of  tbe  place,  and  not  at 
place*  where  the  tratellen  bad  reited  or  been  leea.  W.  U.  S. 

■f  CriMiel  Colin  Hackeaxie,  w)  well  known  fbr  bii  ■neceuful  mearchet 
Into  Indian  biator;  and  Biiti()tiiti«,ob«erTe*  in  a  letter  to  me,  *'that  it  wt* 
tbe  etutom  of  nanr  of  tbe  aocienl  head*  of  fhmHiu,  lliat  have  rabed 
tbemeelTa  by  depredation  in  rank  and  power,  to  conciliate  CsUy  faCMe 
Ibe  laeriBcMorhntnankind,  oT oliftringt of  lionei  and  nltimaleljr  of eheep 
bj  the  R^abi  of  Hytore  t  and  now  the  commntatioD  of  coeoannts  at  tbe 
bill  of  Mjwre,  wbich  derivei  Ha  Dttae  from  JMt*  Atira  Manb**, 
WMtUer  name  Ibr  CtJI. 

'AtChtttddroegalKi, tbeaotienlPalrgian  wonbipped  —4  McrlKced 
to  CMl,  and  even  •till  at  TVj^iur  on  Ibe  wettcn  rbauta,  300  milea  weit 
cfHrdrabad,  oBlbetoftd  loPoonah.  I  wae Omk la  Hsrob  ln7.  Hi** 
erfebraled  tempi,  of  Ca«,rtere  the  pwgah  I*  peribtmed  by  »  low  trih* 
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expedition  it  cl«(enained  on  an  entertainment  is  givea, 
when  the  ceremony  of  lacriBoiog  a  theep  to  Jyu  is  per- 
formed ;  and  thoagb  perhaps  not  always,  yet  it  wonid  seem 
generally  in  the  following  maDner.  A  silver  or  hrazen 
image  of  the  goddess,  with  certain  paraphernalia  pertain- 
ing to  her  ;  and  sometimes  also,  one  of  Ganesa  ;  end  the 
images  of  a  lisard  and  a  snake,  reptiles  from  which  pre- 
sages are  drawn  ;  together  with  the  implements  of  Phnn- 
■igari,  as  a  noose,  knife,  and  pick  axe,  being  placed  toge- 
ther, flowers  are  scattered  over  them,  and  offerings  t^ 
frnit,  cakes,  spirits,  &c.  are  made  ;  odariferons  powders 
are  burned,  and  prayers  are  offered  for  snccess.  The 
bead  of  the  sheep  being  cat  off,  it  is  placed,  with  a  bam- 
ing  lamp  npon  it  and  the  right  forefoot  in  the  mouth, 
before  tbe  image  of  /ayt,  and  the  goddess  is  entreated  to 
reveal  to  Uiem,  whether  she  approves  of  the  expedition 
they  are  meditating.  Her  consent  is  snpposed  to  be 
declared,  shoald  certain  tremalons  or  oonvulsive  move- 
ments be  observed,  doring  the  invocation,  in  the  month 
and  nostrils,  while  some  fluid  is  poured  npon  those  parU. 
Bnt  tbe  abaence  of  those  agitations  is  considered  as  indi- 
cating the  disapprobation  of  the  goddess,  and  the  expedi- 
tion is  postponed. 

Abont  ten  or  twenty  dajs  afterwards,  tbe  ceremony  is 
repeated;  and  if  auspicious  inferences  be  drawn  from 
it,  the  Pbansigars  prepare  to  depart.  But  before  tbey 
determine  towards  what  quarter  to  proceed,  some  persons 
of  the  gang  are  sent  on  the  high  road,  in  the  direction 
they  wish  to  take,  to  observe  the  Sight  of  crows  and  other 
birds,  and  to  listen  to    tbe  chirping  of  lizards.     Should 

and  not  by  bnnlin,  who  abliM  thcM  rita.  It  u  era  m  nndi  ratpeeted 
that  iifamMii  titCB  and  hamsB  vietimi  wtnoBetti  tlmv,  that  my  head 
bnmia  <lke  late  valued  Boriak)  borrar-atnck  bj  tbe  accraati  be  nccived, 
nifed  mj  departart  from  Tutjapta;  and  rai  not  easy  till  we  got  Bwa]r> 
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■ocfiesa  be  betokened,  the  same  path  is  taken,  irtbe 
MgQS  be  adverse,  the  sirdar  sends  some  of  the  gao^  to 
make  observatiooa  on  aaother  road,  or  at  a  place  where 
two  roada  meet,  and  these  votaries  of  saperstitioB  pro- 
ceed in  that  direction,  which  promises,  as  they  infer,  the 
best  saccesa. 

In  the  coarse  of  their  progress,  they  observe  the  same 
scrapoloas  regard  to  omens.  Emboldened  by  favorable 
oaea,  they  are  greatly  disoonraged  by  those  of  an  opposite 
tendency.  If  they  have  not  proceeded  far  from  home, 
when  Qulucky  signs  are  descried,  they  regard  them  •■ 
premonilioDS  toretarn:  nnder  other  circomstaooes  ibey 
either  perform  certain  ceremonies,  or  they  halt  for  a  few 
days,  till  the  malignant  inflnence,  denoted  by  them,  ia 
■opposed  to  be  past,  or  else  they  bend  their  oonrse  in  a 
different  direction.  To  the  intervention  of  bad  omens,  a 
traveller,  over  whom  destruction  was  impending,  is  some- 
times indebted  for  his  safety.* 

On  retnming  also  from  a  snccegsfiil  expedition,  oere- 
8  are  performed  to  Jayi, 


■  It  would  be  (edioui  to  aDuniFrate  alt  the  omeni  hj  whicb  thrj'  allow 
t]Nl>»el*e*  to  be  indueiiced  in  their  proceediap.  1  aball  brie67  meDlion  a 
ftw  of  both  kiadt,  {iroapeniai  and  adrene . 

Hw  foUowinf  are  favorable  aigu :  A  liiard  cbirpiof,  and  a  crow 
making  a  ooIk  on  a  living  tree  oa  tbe  left  tide.  A  tiger  appearing  b 
deemed  ratbera  good  sign.  Tte  noiae  it  a  partridge  on  the  right  aide, 
denote*  that  they  will  meet  with  good  bootr  m  the  Tcrj  ^0^  and  they, 
tberebrc,  are  accoatomed  to  make  a  balL 

Tbe*e  betoken  mitfiirttuie.  A  hare  oi 
thcM.  A  crow  aitting  and  making  a  no 
•M  btajSng  while  tilting.  An  owl  ■creeebiog.  The  noite  of  a  (bgie 
Jackal.  If  adogihonMcarTyofftlM  hsad  of  a  aheep  which  tber  bare 
McriAccd,  Ihef  Muidet  it  to  betokw  th»t  the;  will  get  no  boot;  fat  many 
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The  Phanugars  keep  the  Hinda  festivaU  of  the  Dipa- 
vaii  aod  the  Dtsterah,  which  they  celebrate  in  a  manner 
aimilarto  that  observed  among  Hindus. 

A  tradilioD  is  cnrrent  among  Phansigars,  that  abont 
the  period  of  the  commencement  of  the  Cali  Yug,  Mari- 
atta  co-operated  with  them  so  far,  as  to  relieve  them  of 
the  tronble  of  interring  the  dead  bodies,  by  devouring 
them  herself.  On  one  occasion,  after  destroying  a  travel- 
ler, the  body  was,  as  nsnal,  left  anhnried ;  and  a  novice 
unguardedly  looking  behind  him,  saw  the  goddess  in  .the 
act  of  feasting  opoo  it,  half  of  it  hanging  oat  of  her 
month.  She,  open  this,  declared  that  sbe  would  no 
longer  devonr  those  whom  the  Phansigars  slanghtered  ; 
hat  she  condescended  to  present  them  with  one  of  her 
teelh  for  a  pickaxe,  a  rib  for  a  knife,  aod  the  hem  of  her 
lower  garment  for  a  noose,  and  ordered  them,  for  the 
fatare,  to  cat  and  bory  the  bodies  of  thoae  whom  they 
destroyed. 

White  and  yellow  being  coosidered  the  favonrite  oolors 
of  their  patroness,  and  those  io  which  she  is  arrayed; 
the  cloths  for  strangling  are  of  one  or  other  of  these 
to  the  exclosioD,  I  believe,  of  all  other  colors. 

Bidicaloas  as  their  snperstiUoas  most  appear,  they  are 
Dot  devoid  of  effect.  They  serve  the  important  parpoiea 
of  cementing  the  onion  of  the  gang  ;  of  kindling  oonrago 
and  confidence  ;  and,  by  an  appeal  to  religions  texts 
deemed  infallible,  of  imparting  to  their  atrooilies  the 
aemblanoe  of  divine  sanction. 

To  the  ascendancy  of  the  same  snperstitioos  feeling 
is  also  to  be  ascribed  the  carious  circumstance  that 
Phansigars  are  accustomed  to  refrain  from  mnrdering 
females,  and  persons  of  the  Camala  cast ;  which  inclndea 
gold,  iron,  and  brass-smiths,  caqienters  and  8tone> 
cotters,    washermen,    pot-makers,     pariahs,  chooklen. 
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kpera ;  the  blind  and  matilated,  a  man  dtiriog  a  cow 
or  a  female  ^oat,  are  aUo  tpared.  These  persona  appear 
to  be  regarded  eitlier  as  the  descendaota  or  servants  of 
Jityj,  as  her  constant  worshippers ;  or  as  haviuff  claims 
to  the  especial  protection  of  the  goddess,  and  are  for 
these  reasons  exempted  from  slaaghter. 

When  this  rule  is  respected,  any  one  of  these  persons, 
travelling  with  others  of  different  castes,  prores  a  safe 
guard  to  the  whole  party ;  the  same  principle  which 
prompts  the  Pbanaigars  to  destroy  every  individaal  of  a 
party,  forbidding  them  to  kill  any  nnless  the  whole. 

Many  Pbansigars,  who  have  become  iaiaMUers,  bara 
declared  that  Ibey  never  knew  any  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  parsons  to  have  been  destroyed,  and  conceived 
that  no  pecuniary  temptation  could  be  snfficiently  power- 
ful to  occasion  a  violatioa  of  the  rule.  Others  havo 
stated  that  they  had  heard  of  a  gang  of  Phansigars  who, 
having  murdered  a  woman,  never  afterwards  prospered, 
and  were  at  length  destroyed.  Kotwitbstanding  the 
reasons  for  acquiescing  gaaendly  in  the  truth  of  the 
■Ifttement,  that  women,  and  men  of  partioalar  castes, 
are  spared,  the  following  occnrrenoes,  in  the  latter  of 
which  not  fewer  than  nine  persons  disappeared,  and  who 
were  almost  beyond  donbt  mardered  by  Phansigars,  shew 
that  their  religions  sornples  on  this  point  are,  when  the 
temptation  is  great,  at  least  sometimes  overcome. 

la  the  latter  end  of  1800,  Hohamed  Rons,  the  Saba- 
dar  who  commanded  the  escort  of  the  Resident  of 
Mysore,  being  ordered  to  join  the  force  then  forming- 
■gainst  the  Sonthero  Folygars,  sent  some  of  his  family, 
ymong  whom  vere  two,  if  not  three,  women,  to  Madras. 
They  were  never  beard  of  untii  Jane  1801,  when  a  aaii 
was  seiaed  at  Bangalore,  having  in  his  possesaion  a 
bnUoGk    which    was    recognized    t^    have   belonged    to 
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Mahomed  Rods.  Tbis  man  was  a  Pbaosigar,  and  ^ve  a 
clear  accoant  of  the  rnnrder,  by  a  gang  to  which  he 
belonged,  of  Ihe  Sabadar's  faintly. 

Tbe  wife  of  Kistna  Row,  in  company  with  his  nephew, 
and  ntteaded  by  a  bramio  cook,  two  female  servants, 
two  private  peons,  and  two  coolies,  set  ont  from  Poonah 
with  fonr  faoraes  to  join  Kistna  Row,  then  at  Nagpnr. 
They  had  nearly  completed  their  joarney,  having  arrived 
at  a  village  about  6fiLeen  miles  from  the  place  of  their 
destinatiou,  and  sent  to  apprize  Kistna  Row  of  their 
approach.  Two  persons  were  sent  by  him  to  conduct 
the  party  to  Nagpur ;  bat  subsequently  to  the  departure 
of  the  travellers  from  tbe  village  abovementioned  no 
intelligence  could  be  obtained^no  traces  whatever  could 
he  discovered  of  them ;  and  though  abont  forr  years  have 
since  elapsed,  all  enquiries  have  been  fruitless,* 

The  utility  to  such  crtminaU  as  Fhansigars  of  signs, 
and  of  words  and  phrases  not  anderstood  by  others,  as 
channels  of  commnnication,  mast  be  obvious.  It  is 
accordingly  fonnd  that  several  such  are  employed  by 
them.  Some  of  those  in  more  frequent  nse  I  shall 
mention ;  and  tbe  catalogue  might  have  been  easily 
extended. 

Drawing  the  back  of  the  hand  along  the  chin,  from  the 
throat  outwards,  implies  that  caaUon  is  requisite — (hat 

•  IbaveitatedlbAtnine  penoai  were  tnt  off  on  thii  occuiod,  though 
there  is  tome  reaum  to  belicTe  thtU  tbe  pftrtf  conaiiited  of  evtn  a  j[re«t« 
nnmbet. 


Kitlaa  Row  bad  htta  fbrmerif  employrd  io  (he  coBBdential  ntnitioD  of 
Sbiriahtedar  under  Colonel  Read,  wh«n  Ihi*  gfuUeman  held  (he  Collector- 
■hip  of  the  Territories  Ceded  by  Tippoo,  on  the  foaclusion  of  the  WM  of 
1793.    He  >ncrw>rds  served  under  Colonel  Cloie,  at  the  Reiidenr;   kt    ' 
PvoBKb,  when  he  i«  itill  cntplojed  by  the  Britlih  GoremmcDt 
2  V 
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■ome  stranger  is  Rpproaobing.  Potting  the  open  hand 
over  the  month  sod  drRving  it  gently  down  implies 
Uiat  there  is  do  longer  cnase  for  alarm.  If  an  advaneed 
party  of  PfaaBsigers  orertake  any  traveller  whom  they 
design  to  destroy,  but  have  need  of  more  assistance,  they 
make  certain  marks  on  the  roads,  by  which  those  of  the 
gang  who  follow  nnderstand  that  they  are  reqnired  to 
hasten  forwards.  A  parly  in  adrance  also  leaves  certain 
marks  where  a  road  branches  off,  as  intimations  to  those 
who  follow  of  the  route  their  comrades  have  taken. 

The  following  list  comprehends  several  slang  terms 
and  phrases  in  nse  among  tbem.  This  I&Qgnaga  they 
denominate  Pheraseri'<x-bat ;  or  as  the  term  may  be 
rendered,  the  language  of  dispatch  or  emergency  : 


'  Tatn one. 

Bitri,  two. 

Sancod,  three. 

Wodii,  four. 

Panobnta,  five. 

8etlu  and  CboiD,  six. 

SathoDi, aeven. 

Desur,    lea. 

Ifabi,  onebnadred. 

Hackde,  onetboniud. 

Soaoade,  ..-i twothovssDd. 

I>asaoade,  lea  Ihoosand. 

Sitoale,  pagoda. 

Baree, •••...  rupee. 

Cbflta, faoain. 

SiUo » ...„.,.  gold. 

CawHdga, aiUer. 

Carp,  a  borse. 

Corpaal a  mare. 

Newala, ibeep. 

Sameani a  hare, 

llaa(per)  balloek. 

AgHi turbao. 

RaotBii  (per)  jackal. 

Comada(b)   oqok. 


CoBiadi(b)  ....M ben. 

Sendri,    coral. 

Pandar-phalf,  pearl. 

8baiak~ji  or  Ha- 1   Maiiulman 
liomed    Khan,  f  Htranger. 

BhilD Hindadltto. 

Canlger   (per)  waloher. 

Chaloaii,  iDtelligencer, 

C  pereona    appoint- 
Woiawal,    {   ed  to  seize  horse - 

piolikxe. 

L  haodJier-      '^  3  ^ 
Ramal,  ^   chief  tfoiB     iS  S 

f  as  a  tarban  ^  |  . 
Caocha  (b)  ...  )  .  V  "  T  g* 
Dhoti  (lelj  ...;■"•"     f  ?>£« 

Newar(b)  tape 

Nsr  Haoteii), j 

Sir-^hant,    „..»...  chief  knot 
Der-ghant,  ...  \\  or  slip  knot. 
Man     S  *  "oaveoieBl  place  for 
'    I     mnrdering. 

/'name    of    an     enter- 
CooL  }     tainmenl   given    by 
*'"*"'  1      Pbaoaiga 
friends. 


Hahi, 

n^n—t         (knife    for  oi 


.^.3 


igtizedoy  Google 


(    347    ) 

.Nyimet,    Adelicioy A  riob  maii. 

Laoia,  .M<» A  Sitok, A  rata  of  no  pro- 

pMly. 

Phinkaaa,    »  Ditto. 

Dhol,  ..,._....„..,.,.      A  barbur't  drum, ...  An  old  D»n. 

Han  Jharoerdo,  ...      Sweep  ibe  place, ...  Se«  thai  no  perioa 

Kaotna  pantelao, ..      Bring  firewood,  ...  Take  joor  allotted 

poiU. 
Pau  ka  romal  niea*     Take  out  tbe  haad- 

lo, kerehief  with  Iho 

boeOe,   GetDntlhedoti,&«> 

Pan  Ehao,   Eal  beetle, Oeipaloh  him. 


Impliee  a  allKht  bailal,  with  Iho 
faca  dowawardi,  the  body  wholo 
and  oovered  onlj  with  tafficlent 
eartb  (o  codcobI  It. 


Kedbi  Gidbi,  Dekbo,  Look 
after  ihe  alraw,    


Look  after  the  corpse,  tbat  ti,  Iho 

PhanilgafB  preoeed  lo  a  villaE* 
afier  the  ilif  ht  borial,  and  lead 
out  the  appoioled  poraona  to 
buif  the  body  properly,  keeping 
watch  that  no  peraon  ii  looking. 
Kfldba  bahti  partya.     The 

■trawU  oorae  oy(, Jackala  have  taken  oot  the  oorpie, 

jMi-mait  not  go  that  way. 
Bhavani  Pnler,  OeaeeD--\ 

danti  of    Bhowaoi,...  f       i»i,.-.i_.,.t 
Bhavant  Potar,  Town  of  (       Pk*"'*"-  ! 
Bhowani  Paler,    .-... } 

Used  interro^tiTely  to  aacertaiD  witboat  the  risk  of 
exposing  themselves,  whether  persoDs  whom  they  meet 
on  tJieir  joorneys,  and  whom  they  saspeot  to  be  of  the 
■ame  fraternity,  are  so  or  not.  When  oantioD  is  partioo- 
larly  requisite,  the  qaestioD  is  pat  in  the  latter  aod  less 
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sospiciona  shape.  The  first  syllable  put,  ascertains  tlie 
point  of  their  coDDexion  with  Bkavani,  whilst  from  the 
termioatioD  ur,  which. signifies  a  town  or  village,  they 
would  appear  to  a  straoger  to  be  enqniriog  only  about 
some  partionlar  place. 

Pbansigars  bring  np  all  their  male  children  to  the 
profession,  onless  bodily  defects  prevent  them  from 
following  it.  The  method  observed  in  initiating  a  boy  is 
very  gradual.  A.t  the  age  of  fen  or  twelve  years,  he  is  first 
permitted  to  accompany  a  party  of  Phansigars.  One  of 
the  gang,  generally  a  near  relation,  becomes  his  uatad 
or  tator,  whom  the  child  is  taught  to  regard  with  great 
respect,  and  whom  he  nsually  serves  in  a  menial  capacity, 
carrying  a  bundle,  and  dressing  food  for  him.  Fre- 
qaently  the  father  acts  as  the  preceptor  to  his  son.  In 
the  event  of  being  qnestiooed  by  travellers  whom  be  may 
meet,  the  boy  is  enjoined  to  give  no  informBtioa  farther 
than  that  they  are  proceeding  from  some  one  place  to 
another.  He  is  instrncted  to  consider  his  interest  as 
opposed  to  that  of  societj  in  general,  and  to  deprive  a 
human  being  of  life  is  represented  as  an  act  merely 
analogoDs  and  equivalent  to  that  of  kHIing  a  fowl  or  a 
sheiep.  At  first,  while  a  murder  is  committing,  the  boy 
is  sent  to  some  distance  from  the  scene,  along  with  one , 
of  the  watchers :  then  allowed  to  see  only  the  dead  body  : 
afterwards  more  and  more  of  the  secret  is  imparted  to 
him — and  at  length,  the  whole  is  disclosed.  In  the  meaa 
time  a  share  of  the  booty  is  nsually  assigned  to  him. 
He  is  allowed  afterwards  to  assist  in  matters  of  minor 
importance,  while  the  mnrder  is  perpetrating  :  but  it  is 
'  not  until  he  has  attained  the  age  of  18,  20,  or  2S  years, 
according  to  the  bodily  strength  he  may  have  acquired, 
and  the  prudence  and  resolotion  he  may  have  evinced, 
that  he  is  deemed  capable  of  applying  the  Dkouti,  not  is 
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he  allowed  to  do  so,>antil  he  has  been  formally  presented 
vith  one  by  his  vstad.  For  Ibis  pnrpose  a  fortonate  day 
beiD^  fixed  npon,  and'  the  time  of  the  Deuerah  is  deemed 
particolarly  anspioions,  tUe  preceptor  takes  his  popil 
apart  and  presents  him  with  a  Dhouti,  which  he  tells 
him  to  ttie  in  the  name  otJayi;  he  observes  to  him  that 
on  it  he  is  to  rely  for  the  means  of  sobsistence,  and  he 
exhorts  him  to  be  discreet  and  courageous.  On  the 
conclusion  of  this  ceremony  his  education  is  considered 
to  be  complete,  he  is  deemed  qualified  to  act  as  a  Phan- 
sigar,  and  he  applies  the  iioos4  on  the  next  occasion 
that  offers. 

After  his  initiation,  a  Fhanaigar  continnea  to  treat  his 
preceptor  with  great  respect.  He  occasionally  makes 
him  presents,  and  assists  him  in  his  old  age ;  and,  on 
meeting  him  after  a  long  absence,  be  touches  bis  feet  in 
token  of  reverence. 

Such  is  the  effect  of  dhe  course  of  edncalion  I  have 
described,  strengthened  by  habit,  that  Phansigars  be- 
come strongly  attaohed  to  tbeir  detestable  occupation. 
They  rarely,  if  •  ever  abandon  it.*  Some,  narrowly 
escaping  the  merited  vengeance  of  the  law  and  released 
from  prison  nnder  security,  coald  not  refrain  from  resam- 
ing  their  old  employment ;  and  those  who,  bending  under 
the  weight  of  years  and  infirmities,  are  no  longer  able  to 
bear  aa   active  or  principal   part,  oontinae  to  aid  the 

■  Three  are  known  lo  hart  enf  aged  in  the  Kirice  of  tbe  Comptay  u 
Sepoys.  When  closely  puraaed,  Thuga  oftea  enter  the  Regimcnli  of  Native 
Chiefs,  or  engage  in  lome  other  KrTice  till  the  danger  is  orer.  A  great 
many  of  the  moil  noted  Tbugi  now  in  India,  are  in  Scindheea't  Rcgimenta, 
ai  Gwalior,  and  in  IhoM  of  Oudepore,  Joiid|iore,  Jypore,  be,  and  it  i* 
almoft  impossible  to  get  them,  as  thej  always  make  friends  of  the  Com- 
manduits  by  their  presents  and  Ibcir  manaers.  Some  are  id  the  Baroda 
Biuah'a  serrice,  otheis  were  in  the  KiD|;  of  Oade'a  scrric*,  but  that  ii  not 
Mwktsfa  one  br  them.  W.  H.  8. 
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oaase  by  keeping  watch,  procoring  iatelligenoe,  or 
dressing  the  food  of  their  yoaoger  coofederatea. 

The  bonds  of  social  ataau  among  Phansigars  are  drawn 
still  closer  by  intermarriagea,  Thongh  not  of  freqaent 
oGcarrence,  instances  are  not  wanting  in  which  tfaej 
have  matried  into  faaiilies  deemed  honest  and  respect- 
able. Tbe  women  are  not  ignorant  of  the  proceedinga 
of  their  hasbands.  Persons  of  mature  age  are  very 
rarely  admitted  into  the  fraternity,  sod  whan  this  baa 
been  done,  it  wag  only  after  long  and  intimate  intercoarse 
had  enabled  tbe  Phaos^gars  folly  to  appreciate  the  dia> 
raoter  of  their  confederates.* 

To  the  in6nence  of  personal  character  are  Phansigars 
osnally  indebted  for  becoming  the  heads  of  gangs. 
Like  others,  who  fell»w  lawless  and  abandoned  conrses, 
the  Phansigars  are  proBigate  and  improvident,  and  ad- 
dicted to  the  nse  of  hang,  so  that  the  wealth  they  may 
acquire,  even  thongh  considerable,  is  soon  wasted. 

Whether  any  'Phansigar  were  ever  capitally  panished 
by  tbe  Nabobs  of  the  Carnatio,  I  know  not.  One  gang, 
setded  in  tbe  Polinm  of  Chai^al,  near  the  Paidnugdrng 
Pass,  between  the  upper  and  lower  Caroatio,  was  appre- 
hended aboat  17  years  ^o,  and  fined  to  the  amount  of 
5,000  rupees  by  tbe  Subohdar  of  the  province ;  a  mode 
of  punishment  so  far  from  being  jastifiable,  that  it  coald 
hardly  have  been  imposed  except  from  sordid  motives  : 
nor  could  it  fail  to  give  new  impnlse  to  tbe  activity  of  the 
Phansigars,  and  to  render  them  more  than  ever  rapaoioua 
and  secretin  their  harbaroas  practices.f 


*  North  of  the  Narbudd*,  tbe  Tbngs  bad  for  muj  jran  been  in  lb« 
babitoradmilti[%iDto(helrgJLns«nieaof  All*ge«  and«UcMti.     W.  U.S. 

-f-  Natire  Hindoo  Priocei  hardly  erer  puniibed  theae  people  nolen  Ibef 
had  bj  lome  accident  inntdered  wme  Plied  or  public  Oder  of  the  Conri, 
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H;der  Alii  proceeded  a^inst  these  criminals  in  ft 
very  summary  muiner,  and  destroyed  several  of  them. 
la  the  reign  of  Tippoo,  some  were  sentenced  to  hard 
labonr,  and  others  suffered  mntilatioD  o£  tiie  limbs. 
While  Pamiah  iras  Devan  of  Mysore,  daring  the  mino- 
rity of  the  present  Rajah,  highway  robbery  being 
freqnent,  was  made  capital,  and  several  Phansigara  were 
execated. 

It  mast  be  obvions  that  no  estimate,  except  what  is 
extremely  vagne  and  nnsatisfactory,  can  be  formed  of 
the  number  ftf  persons  that  have  annually  failea  victims 
to  Phansigars  in  the  south  of  India.  The  number  has 
varied  greatly  at  different  periods.  There  is  reason  to 
believe,  Uiat  from  the  time  of  the  eonqnest  of  Mysore  ia 
1799  to  1807  and  1808  the  practice  of  Phansigan,  in  this 
part  of  India,  bad  reached  its  acme,  and  that  hundreds  of 
persons  were  annually  destroyed.*  The  great  politicat 
changes,  which  marlced  the  commencement  of  that  period, 
and  the  introduction  of  a  new  system  of  GovernnteDt  in 
Mysore,  the  Ceded  Districts  aod  the  Carnatio,  though 
.ioGaitely  preferable  to  the  former,  yet  was  it  in  many 


In  vbotn  tbef  feel  pkrtiEalarlr  iaterttted.    While  Uieit  grief  or  reaent- 
ment  luted,  the;  were  seized  sad  pnulihed,  bat  no  longer.        W.  H.  S. 

*  In  one  of  hit  Kporti,  the  Hlgiitrale  of  ChittiK  obieirei— "  I  beliere 
thfttwrne  of  the  Pbuuigan  hare  been  concenieil  in  above  two  huadred 
murders ;  nor  will  this  estimBte  appear  extraTagant,  if  it  be  remembered, 
ftftt  murder  wm  their  prafeuioD,  freqoentljr  their  only  means  ofgaiaiaf 
Biubuiteace:  evcrr  mu  of  fifty  yeui  of  afe,  bat  probably  been  utifelr 
engaged  daring  twenty-five  yean  of  bii  life  in  marder,  and  on  tile  moat 
moderate  compntation,  it  may  bt  reckoned,  that  he  has  made  one  cxcni- 
•ion  a  year,  and  met  each  time  with  ten  victimi." 

Tet  Francit  Bartolomeo  tayi,  in  a  note  page  69 — "  Daring  a  reridence 
ef  13  or  14  yean  in  India,  I  never  heard  of  any  traveller  being  robbed  or 
■tudeted  so  Ok  laf,bm%j,"—TrWMU  ta  JnOa,  frnutoM  jy  JPinkr. 
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respects  less  zealous  and  vigilaat,  and  afforded  facilities 
of  commanicatioD  before  nnknown  between  distant  coan< 
tries,  of  which  the  Phansigars  and  other  criminals  availed 
themselves  to  overspread  the  coantry :  and  it  may  he 
OODJectnred  that  man;  persons  deprived  by  the  declea- 
sioD  of  theMohammedaapowerof  tbeirwoDted  resources, 
were  tempted  to  resort  to  criminal  courses  to  obtain  a 
subsistence. 

The  foregoing  description  of  the  Phansigars  is  meant 
to  be  more  particularly  applicable  to  tiiose  gangs  that 
were  settled  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Caroatio  and  in 
the  Ceded  Districts,  antecedently  to  the  year  1808. 
Since  that  time,  they  have  become  well  koown  to  the 
English  Conrts  of  Justice,  aiul  their  habits  have  under- 
gone some  changes.  Many  have  left  the  Company's 
territories,  and  fled  to  those  of  the  Nizam  and  of  the 
Mahraltas.  Bat  though  the  number  of  them  is  greatly 
diminished,  Phansigars  still  infest  the  domiuions  of  the 
Company,  The  gangs  indeed,  consist  of  fewer  persons 
than  formerly  ^  their  plans  are  less  systematic ;  their  range 
is  less  ample  i  they  roam  the  country  more  secretly ; 
more  frequently  changing  their  names  and  places  of 
abode;  and  adopting  other  precautionary  measures  to 
screen  themselves  from  justice.  Uofortanately  few  of 
the  numerous  Phansigars  that  have  at  different  times 
been  apprehended  could  he  convicted  in  accordance  with 
the  evidence  required  by  the  Mohammedan  criminal 
law;  which  admitting  not  the  testimony  of  accomplices, 
and  rarely  the  sufficiency  of  strong  circumstantial  evi- 
dence unless  conBrmed  by  the  confession  of  the  culprits, 
their  adherence  to  protestations  of  innocence  has  alone, 
but  too  frequently,  exempted  them  from  punishment. 
Those  that  have  been  tried  and  released  becoming  greater 
adepts  in  deceit,  have,  together  with  their  old  propeo- 
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sitieg,  carried  with  them  a  knowledge  of  thefoim  of  trial,  and 
of  the  natare  of  the  evidence  requisite  to  their  conviction. 

The  habits  and  proceedings  of  the  Phansigars,  it  is 
reaaonahle  to  conclode,  have  been  modified  and  varied  by 
different  ci  reams  tan  ces  and  events  of  a  local  or  political 
oatare  in  the  several  states  infested  by  them,  iq  some 
places  approximating  more  than  in  others  to  the  fore- 
going description.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  in  the  Deccan,  and  more  particniarly  in  the  territo- 
ries of  the  Mizam,  Fhansigara  are  very  nnmeroas.  They 
vilt  be  natarally  encouraged  to  settle  in  greater  nambefa, 
and  to  carry  on  Uieir  practices  with  less  caution  and 
secresy,  in  a  country  a  prey  to  anarchy  or  invasion, 
where  the  administration  is  feeble  or  corrupt,  or  where 
crimes  are  constantly  committed  with  impunity.  It  is 
-  also  not  unreasonable  to  snppose,  that  they  may  occa- 
sionally act  in  concert  with  other  classes  of  delinquents, 
and  that  their  proceedings  may  sometimes  be  of  a  mixed 
nature,  partaking  of  the  peculiarities  of  those  with  whom 
Ihey  may  be  in  leagne.  In  those  countries  too,  where 
Fbansigari  has  been  long  practised,  it  may  be  presumed, 
that  tbe  ordinary  artifices  will  at  length  become  known, 
and  as  the  snccess  of  those  murderers  mast  chiefly  depend 
en  the  ignorance  of  travellers  of  their  devices,  they  will 
perhaps  find  it  necessary  to  resort  to  novel  and  unsus- 
pected stratagems.* 

J  have  heard  of  no  instance  in  which  a  European  was 
murdered  by  Pbansigars.    The  manner  in  which  they 

"•  That  are  ■  rlui  of  Bf  ra^e  and  Gomfd  Thagi,  wbo  tcBTcl  abovt 
the  country  u  religioua  MendicanU,  aod  rob  and  murder  occaiioDallf . 
Tbcy  invteod  to  alcbemT,  and  getting  the  lilver  of  tbe  credulous  under  a 
piwniie  of  ronvertiag  it  into  gold,  the;  maks  ofF  with  it.  The;  are  well 
koown  la  tbe  Tbu;*,  and  ofteii  joia  them  in  their  manler*,  when  ttey 
meet  on  Ow  nwdi,  W.  H,  S. 

3  w 
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are  accustomed  to  travel  in  lodia  is  perhaps  genentUy 
safficient  to  exempt  them  from  danger ;  added  to  which, 
apprehensioQ  of  the  conseqaences  of  strict  enqniry  and 
search  should  a  Elaropean  be  missiug,  may  be  supposed 
to  iatimidate  the  Phaosigars,  at  least  in  the  dominioos  of 
the  Compaay.  Similar  reasons  inflaence  them  in  sparing 
coolies  and  parties  charged  with  the  property  of  English 
gmtlemen,  combined  with  the  consideratioh  that  while 
SQcb  articles  would  generally  be  aseless  to  the  Phansi- 
gars,  they  wonid  find  diGBoalty  in  disposing  of  them  and 
might  incnr  imminent  danger  of  detection  in  the  attempt. 
■  That  the  disappearance  of  sach  numbers  of  natives 
should  have  excited  ao  little  interest  and  enquiry  as  not 
to  have  led  to  a  general  knowledge  of  those  combina- 
tions of  criminals  will  naturally  appear  extraordinary. 
Snch .  ignorance,  certainly,  oonld  not  have  prevailed  in 
£nglaad,  where  the  absence,  if  nnacconnted  for,  of  even 
a  single  person,  seldom  fails  to  produce  suspicion,  with 
consecutive  investigation  and  discovery.  In  India  the 
case  is  far  otherwise  :  and  snch  an  event,  anless  occarriag 
to  a  person  of  some  consequence,  would  scarcely  be 
known  beyond  the  preoincts  of  the  place  of  residence  or 
the  village  of  the  nnfortunate  sofferer.  Maoy  that  fall 
victims  to  the  Phansigars  are  the  subjects  of  other  and 
distant  states,  many  have  no  settled  abodes.  It  must 
also  be  remembered  that  Phansigars  refrain  from  mnr- 
dering  the  iobabitants  of  towns  and  villages  near  to 
which  they  ate  halting;  neither  are  they  accnstomed  to 
murder  neat  to  their  own  habitations,  circumstances 
which  not  only  prevent  suspicion  attaching  to  them  as 
the  murderers,  and  to  the  local  authority  as  protecting 
and  sharing  the  booty  with  ttiem,  but  tend  to  throw  it 
npon  others,  who  reside  near  to  the  spot  whither  a  tra- 
veller may  have  hem  traced,  nod  where  he  was  last  leen. 
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Besiclea  a  perBon  setting  ont  on  a  joarne;  is  often  nnable 
to  flx  any  period  for  his  return ;  and  though  he  shonid 
not  revisit  hia  home,  at  the  expected  time,  his  delay  will, 
for  a  while,  excite  little  darm,  in  the  minda  of  hia  frieadB. 
He  is  supposed  to  be  anexpecledly  detuned — to  be  ill— 
to  ha?e  met  with  some  ordinary  accident — to  hare  de- 
serted hia  family — to  have  died.  Sboald  snspicion  arise 
that  he  haa  been  mnrdered,  the  act  is  attribnted  to 
ordinary  high-way  robbers,  and  it  is  bnt  seldom  that 
mionte  enquiries  can  be  institnted  by  his  bereaved  rela- 
tives. Bnt  supposing  that  this  is  done,  and  the  progress 
of  the  missing  traveller  traced  to  a  particolar  place  and 
not  beyond  it,  still  snspicion  would  be  apt  to  attach  to 
any,  rather  than  to  a  few  apparently  inoffenaive  travel- 
lers, journeying  either  for  the  purpose  of  traffic,  as  is 
imagined ;  or,  as  ia  often  pretended,  to  see  their  rela- 
tions, or  to  be  present  at  some  marriage,  and  who,  if 
ever  noticed,  have  perhaps  been  long  since  forgotten. 
[f  notwithstanding  all  these  improbabilities  snspicion 
should  fall  upon  the  actual  perpetrators,  irhere  oould 
they  be  found.* 

Thus  with  respect  to  Sepoys,  who,  having  obtained 
leave  of  absence,  never  rejoined  their  corps,  the  oonelu- 
sion  generally  formed, has  been,  that  they  had  deserted,— 
when,  in  various  instances,  tbey  had  fallen  sacrifices  to 
the  wiles  of  the  Phansigars.  The  same  observation  is 
particularly  applicable  to  golah  peons,  charged  with  the 
conveyance  of  money  nnd  valuables;  many  of  whom 
having  disappeared,  no  doubt  was  entertained  that  they 


*  To  whom  were  Ac  fHendi  oTlbe  mvtdcred  to  complatu  ?  It  wu  eqaallf 
ttDavailiDg-  to  tomplaia  to  the  katlMriliei  of  the  DiitHcl  in  irhich  tliey 
were  iDppoKd  to  be  mDrdered— that  in  which  the  iDipected  murdrren 
FMided,  and  tb«t  in  which  thej  tbcmidTa  Ktided;  and  they  hsd  m 
•Acn  to  complain  loi 
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had  absconded,  and  ^propriated  the  property  to  their 
own  Qse.  Even  the  apprehensioD,  which  an  mdistinct 
idea  of  danger  tends  to  create  in  the  minds  of  these  and 
other  trarellers  woold  render  them  only  more  liable  to 
fall  into  the  snare.  Less  persaBsion  wonid  be  requisite 
to  induce  them  to  join  a  party  of  Fbansigars,  prompted 
hy  the  belief  that  they  were  thns  providing^,  in  the  most 
effectual  manner  for  their  own  safety. 

What  conatitotes  the  most  odious  feature  in  the 
character  of  these  murderers,  is,  that  prodigal  as  they 
ore  of  haman  life,  they  can  rarely  claim  the  benefit  of 
even  the  palliating  circumstance  of  strong:  pecnoiary 
temptation,-  They  ate  equally  strangers  to  compassion 
and  remorse— tbey  are  never*  restrained  from  the  com- 
mission of  crimes  by  commiseration  for  the  unfortunate 
traveller-r-fiod  they  are  exempted  from  the  componotive 
visitings  of  conscience,  which  asually  follow,  sooner  or 
later,  the  steps  of  gailt.  "  Pbansigari,"  they  observe 
with  cold  indifference,  blended  with  a  degree  of  snrprize, 
when  questioned  on  this  subject,  "is  tbeir  business," 
which,  with  reference  to  Ibe  tenets  of  fatalism,  they  con- 
oetve  themselves  to  have  been  pre-ordtuned  to  follow. 
By  an  application  of  the  same  doctrine,  they  have  com- 
pared themselvas,  not  inaptly,  to  Tigers,  maintaioiog 
tiiat  as  these  ferocioas  beasts  are  impelled  by  irresistible 
necessity,  and  fulfil  the  designs  of  natnre  in  preying  on 
other  animals,  so  the  appropriate  victims  of  the  Pfaan- 
sigars  are  men,  and  that  the  destiny  of  those  whom  they 
kill  "  was  written  on  their  foreheads."* 


*  A  Thag  will  DGTerltill  a  Tiftt,  ud  bdierM  that  no  iomi  nho  hu  Tiolat- 
ad  tbii  nile  vtct  lurriTed  long.  Tlref  beliere  that  dd  Tigei  vUl  erei  kill 
a ThDg, DDlew he  buiecreted  nme  bootj,  or  chntcd  tome  of  tbeganjr 
out  of  thrit  jnit  (hart.  A  naeie  Tyra  or  iuider-B(npp«r,  (hcf  think  k 
Tiger  ma;  kill,  prorided  be  be  not  of  good  Tbgg  deiceat.  W-  U.  S. 
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ThU  state  of  moral  insensibility  and  debasement  is 
calcalated  to  give  birth  to  pity,  while  it  aggravates  the 
horror  with  which  we  contemplate  their  atrocities.  It 
OQght  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  unlike  many  who  adopt 
criminal  coarses,  the  Phansigarg  had  not  previously  to 
divest  themselves  of  upright  principles,  to  oppose  their 
practice  to  their  feelings  ;  bat  that,  on  (he  contrary,  having 
been  trained  np  from  their  child-hood  to  the  profession, 
they  acquired  lubits  onfittiog  them  for  honest  and  indns- 
trions  exertion  :  that  a  detestable  superstition  lent  its 
sanctions  to  their  enormities  :  and  that,  they  did  but 
obey  the  instructions,  and  imitate  the  examples  of  their 
lathers. 

The  Thngs*  in  the  more  northern  parts  of  India  may 
be  divided  into  three  classes.  The  first  consists  chiefly 
of  Mabomedans  who  originally  resided  under  tb'e  protec- 
tion of  Zemindars  of  targe  estates,  as  Ha'ra  Sing,  Dia 
Ram,  &c.,  and  in  the  district  of  Etawah,  including  also  a 
few  stragglers  at  othdr  villages:t  The  second  class  is  com- 
posed of  Hindus,  wbo  are  for  the  most  part  of  the  Lodeh 
caste,  and  is  much  more  numerous  than  the  former.]! 
They  resided  in  great  numbers  in  their  eastern  part  of 
Etawah,  and  the  adjoining  district  of  Cawnpore,  until 
alarmed  by     the  active    exertions  of  the  Magistrates 

•  The  term  Thug  it  not  nnkncnrii  in  the  Sonlh  of  ladit,  bat  If  not  ap- 
plied to  tlie  Phanaigara,  Initio  aclanof deliuqoeiitsto  whom  itKemgnioK 
mppropriate,  viz.  to  cb»li  or  iwiDdlrn,  who  often  appearing  ai  pearl 
and  coral  lellen,  practiK  rarious  fraudolent  act*,  parlicolarly  in  inbiti- 
tutiog  bad  coins  fur  good,  wbicb  the;  receire  under  the  pretence  of  giving 
or  taking  change. 

t  These  are  the  SindDoie  men,  and  thoie  of  the  adjoiolDg  Purguna  of 
Sanae.  W.  H.  S. 

t  These  were  the  Behareepore,  Tinra  and  Onrejra  rant,  of  Ibe  district* 
of  Cawnpore,  and  Furmckabad,  and  Belha,  W,  B,  S. 
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by  whom  man;  were  apprehended.*  These  Thags  had 
long  escaped  snspicioD  by  en^giog  in  tillage,  and  by 
always  carrying  on  their  depredations  at  a  distancci  froa 
bome.  The  third  class  is  more  considerable  in  respect 
to  namber,  and  extends  over  »  larger  tract  of  oonntry 
than  either  of  the  foregoing  classes.  It  consists  of  des- 
perate association  of  all  castes,  which  grew  ap  in  the 
Pergnnnafas  of  Sindoase  and  Parhara,  and  the  nei^- 
boaring  villages  in  the  Mabratta  territories-t  Tbey 
travel  in  large  bodies,  and  are  more  bold  and  advea- 
tnrons  than  the  Thogs  io  tbe  Company's  pfovinces.  Their 
predatory  excursions  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  coaotry 
tiiat  lies  to  the  eastward  and  soathward  of  Gwalior,  and 
to  tbe  province  of  Bandlecood. 

Thevenot,  in  tbe  following  passage,  evideatly  ellndes 
to  the  Phansigars  or  Thags.  * 

"  Though  the  road  I  have  been  speaking  of  from  Delhi 
"  to  Agra  be  tolerable,  yet  batb  it  many  inoonvenieaoes. 
.  "  One  may  meet  with  tigers,  paatbers,  and  lions  npon 
*'  it,  and  one  had  best  also  have  a  care  of  robbers,  end 
"  above  all  things  not  to  saSer  any  body  to  come  near 
"  one  npon  the  road.  The  cnnningest  robbers  ia  the 
"  world  are  in  that  oonDtry,    They  use  a  certain  slip 


•  Mmn.  8tocfc<r»1I,  Hklbea,  Peny,  Wright,  and  gtbcn.         W.  H.  S. 

f  TbMe  nre  llie5indoiueaiidSDrauiii«n,thc  Hin«  uthe  fint  Qftmed. 
Tbe  SiodoQK  vilUgrs  yrert  beld  by  the  Knchwaha  Rqjpooti,  mad  Ibc  that 
teaaoa  cslled  KDchwfthadhar.  The  Sunoe  villagei  were  held  bj  Partie«ftr 
Itijpooti,  and  ther«rore  called  Puriieean.  All  Baadetcand  and  the 
SKQ^ot  and  -Narbodda  Territoriei  were  nipplied  with  tbe  leed  from  which 
all  tbeir  ffanf  a  arote  from  thii  great  Itore  fooid.  Some  were  Brohmaai 
wme  were  Mmnlmaiu,  but  all  mot  wboaeancerton  bad  been  Thnpliu 
manr  fcneratioiu,  and  being  themadrei  fally  initiated  and  noted  met) 
dtej  formed  new  gaogi  with  grent  facility  whererer  the;  went 

W.H.S. 
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*'  with  a  nmntDg  noose,  vbicb  they  can  oast  with  lo  much 
"  slight  about  a  maa's  neck,  when  they  are  within  reach 
"  of  him,  that  they  never  fai),  «o  that  they  itraagle  him 
"  in  a  trice.  .  They  have  another  canning  triok  also  ta 
"  oatcb  travellers  with.  Tbey  send  ont  a  handsome 
"  woman  npon  the  road,  who  with  bbr  hair  dishevelled 
"  seems  to  be  ^1  in  tears,  sighing  and  oomplaining  of 
"  some  misfortnaes  which  she  preteads  has  befallen  bet. 
"  Now,  as  she  takes  the  same  way  that  the  traveller 
"  goes,  be  easily  falls  into  conversation  with  her,  and 
"  finding  her  beautiful,  offers  her  his  aisistance,  which 
"  she  accepts ;  bnt  be  bath  no  sooner  taken  her  np 
"  behind  him  on  horseback,  bnt  she  throws  the  snare 
"  aboDt  his  neck  and  stnmgles  him,  orat  least  stnns 
"  him,  until  the  robbers  (who  lie  hid)  come  ranniDg  into 
"  bar  assistance  and  complete  what  she  hath  began.* 
"  Bnt  besides  that,  there  are  mm  in  those  qaarjom 
"  so  skilful  in  casting  the  snare,  that  they  sacceed  as 
"  well  at  a  distance  as  near  at  hand  ;  and  if  an  ox  or 
**  any  other  beast  belonging  to  a  caravan  mn  away,  as 
«  Bometimes  it  happens,  they  fail  not  to  catch  it  by 
"  the  »eck."t 

Travellers  in  the  soath  of  India  also  are  sometimes 
decoyed  through  the  allarements  of  women  into  sitaa- 
tions  where  they  are  murdered  and  plundered  by  per- 
sons lying  in  wait  for  them;  bat  whether  by  that  class 
of   criminals     who     ere    properly    called     Pbansigars, 

*  Thi>  mar  bave  btm  (be  cut  \a  tbe  liKteniUi  ccntor j,  bat  ii  k>  no 
wbera  DOW  I  bclieTs.  Tbe  Tbofi  who  leadt  m  Bied  bkbiutioai  and 
iatermwry  wfUi  oUmt  people,  nerer  allow  tbeir  women  to  nccoinpany 
then  w  take  aajr  part  in  their  marden.  Tbe  onl;  exception  to  tfaii  nila 
tbat  I  am  aware  of  la  tbe  wife  of  Bnkbtawnr  Jeatsdar  cf  Jjpoie,  after 
wbon  we  bare  been  long  warcbinf  ia  vaia.  W,  Hi  S> 

t  TbcTCBot'i  Tt»«Ii,  put  lU.  pace  41. 
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I  am  ODoertaiD.*  This  method,  as  well  as  that  of 
administeriag  intoxicatin^f  aod  poisoDoas  mixtures  to 
travellers,  though  iQcooBonant  with  the  habits  of  the 
lar^e  gangs  who  are  Dot  acoampaDied  in  their  .ezoDrsioni 
by  women,  may  perhaps  be  resorted  to  by  smaller  and 
more  needy  parties,  who  rob  near  to  tbeir  own  abodes,  or 
who  having  no  fixed  habitation,  continnally  roam  with 
their  families  from  place  to  place.t 

How  long  the  conntry  south  of  the  Kistaa  has  been 
'  infested  by  Phaosigars  I  know  not,  tbongh  it  is  certain 
that  they  have  been  settled  in  the  Polinms  of  Chittoor  for 
at  least  a  ceotnry.  On  this  point  the  Phaasigara  them- 
selves  are  qnite  ignorant,  knowing  in  general  little  more 
than  that  their  fathers  and  grandfathers  followed  the 
same  horrid  employment,  and  taught  it  to  their  children. 
There  is  however  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  practice 
in  this  part  of  India  is  of  greatantiqaity.  Itmayalso 
be  a  qaestion  whether  to  the  Hindus  or  to  the  Mussel- 
mans  .ought  to  be  considered  as  attaohiag  the  reproach 
of  inventing  this  detestable  system  of  pillage  and  marder. 
The  respect  paid  by  Masselman  Phansigars  to  the  omens 
and  modes  of  divination,  and  to  the  religious  and  idolo- 
trans  rites  ■  of  the  Hindus-— a  respect  apparently  not 
accidental,  but  which  pervades  and  seems  interwoven 
with  their  whole-  system — affords  grounds  for  the  belief. 


•  Tbe  •raodcriiig'  bindi  o(  Thagt,  who  iMin  to  Mtaia  tbe  OMgct  of  their 
ucnton,  are  BuUIrd  by  thcif  women  io  a,\\  theii  apetRtiona,  I  believe, 

W.  H.  S. 

f  I  bave  meationed  that  banda  of  thievea  in  tbe  diigniie  of  Gouenc 
and  Bjrtgie*  are  to  be  fouiid  in  all  puU  of  luii*. ;  and  tfaete  dkiI  olkn 
rommil  mardrr,  and  ^uerall;  after  itupifjing  tbeir  Tictimi  wilb  DntcTK 
■nd  other  dmga.  Other  band*  wander  about  at  Beaiut*,  Khmgun, 
Hat*,  Ik,  fcc.  Ac,  TV,  H.  S. 
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(bat  to  fbem,  rather  than  to  the  UaaBelmaH,  it  to  be 
ascribed  the  inveDiion.* 

On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  argaed,  that  had  theae  bandi 
flf  murderers  consisted  primarily  of  Hindos,  it  woald 
probably  have  appeared  that  the  practice  irai  of  ooii> 
siderable  antiqaily ;  ia  which  case  there  oonld  hardly 
have  been  that  prevailing  igooraoce  among  the  Hiodat 
with  regard  to  it,  which  is  foand  to  exist.  It  is  a 
practice  more  in  niiiaoD  with- the  habita  aad  oaatoms  of 
the  Musselmans  than  with  those  of  the  Hindas.  The 
gangs  at  least  in  the  soalhera  parts  of  India,  consist 
chiefly  of  Mosselmans,  and  similar  practices  it  has  ap- 
peared, prevailed  in  Hindostan  in  the  time  of  Shah 
Jehan  and  Aarong  2eb,  and  probably  maoh  anterior  to 
the  reigns  of  these  monarchs,  and  have  continned  to  the 
present  day  ;  and  if,  as  I  have  been  informed,  Arabia  and 
Persia  be  infested  by  Fbansigars,  little  room  is  left  to 
doabt  that  these  mnrderers  came  along  with  the  Moham- 
medan  conqnerors' into  India,  and  that  they  have  followed 
the  progress  southward  of  the  Mohammedan  arms.  In 
■apport  of  this  opinion  it  may  be  observed,  farther,  that 
in  the  more  sontbem  provinces  whioh  were  never,  or 
which  fell  latest,  a  prey  to  Mohammedan  conqnerors, 
Phaoaigars  do  not  appear  even  yet  to  have  established 
themselves.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  gangs  being  fonnd  to 
the  aonth  of  Salem  in  Baramabal ;  aod  even  these  there 
is  reason  to  believe,  bnt  recently  migrated  thither  from  the 
Polioms  ofCbittoorand  the  Z^lah  of  Caddapah.  With 
respect  to   the  Hindu  usages,  adverting  to  the  disposition 


*  It  lecmt  to  nie  quite  clear,  that  the  >rsttni  had  its  orifin  in  aome 
IlHodi  of  lobbcn  who  had  become  MDMeJmaTis,  and  who  Infnled  the 
toadiaboat  Delhi  abate  two  ctDlnrin  a^— that  thry  cane  froa  (ht 
Hortb-weft,  but  from  wbat  CMWtrj  I  canigt  TCitarc  to  gaeM.      W.  H.  S. 
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observable  among  the  lower  orders  of  botb  nationa  to 
adopt  the  rites  and  costoms  of  eacb  other,  they  may  have 
been  introduced  and  eagerly  received  among  ignorant 
and  snperstitiona  offenders,  ever  prone  to  embrace  a 
scheme  vhich  serves  the  purpose  of  tranquillizing  the 
mind  wilhont  reqoiring  the  abandonment  of  criminal 
habits  either  by  Hindu  converts  to  Islamism,  or  by  sncb 
Hindu  criminals  as  retaining  their  religion,  attached 
themselves  to  bands  of  Phangigarg. 

RICHARD  C.  SHERWOOD, 

Surgeem,  on  tit  Ettahluhitunt 

«f  Fort  Si.  Gim-3*. 
Dntmltr  1816. 


APPENDIX    W. 


To  J.  WAUCHOPE,  ESQUiRB. 

Mv  Dbab  Sir, 

Xou  will,  I  donbt  not,  be  mnch 
■nrprisfld  at  being  troobled  by  a  person  who  had  only  the 
pleasure  of  being  acqnainted  with  yon  for  a  few  days  at 
Allahabad.  I  trust  however  to  yonr  goodness  for  an 
excnse,  and  will  at  once  proceed  to  the  object  of  my 
writing. 

It  is  now  almost  a  mouth  since  I  was  informed  that  a 
fortnight  before,  some  Thugs  murdered  fonr  persons  in 
a  Nullah,  between  Banda  and  Kaeta,  and  were  appre- 
hended to  the  number  of  about  twenty-five  or  thirty, 
nlmoBtontbe  instant  of  their  accomplishing  the  murder, 
and  sent  in  to  yon.  Amongst  those  apprehended  are  said 
to  be  Snmadfaan  Brahman,  Oodeiha  and  Khoomao  Lodelw, 
and  NandaBnkal,  all  of  j^it  notoriety. 
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From  the  circamstances  ooder  which  they  were  appre- 
bended,  f  think  it  likely  many  may  hare  oonfesscd,  not 
only  the  present  charge  but  former  crimes.  In  thta  case, 
their  confessions  must  throw  great  light  on  the  system  of 
Thaggee,  and  as  they  are  (many  of  them)  anginally 
inhabitants  of  this  neigbbonrhood,  perhaps  implioatQ  many 
persons  whose  names  were  hitherto  anknown,  as  well  as 
corroborate  accusations  made  against  some  who  have 
been  seized  and  others  who  have  escaped. 

As  I  have  several  men  now  under  iDvestigation  charg- 
ed with  this  crime,  and  with  being  accomplices  of  some  of 
those  yon  bare  in  confinement,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought 
an  improper  interference  to  request  yon  will  oblige  me 
with  copies  of  snob  confessions  as  may  hare  been  made 
before  yon.  If  of  no  nse  to  the  case  I  have  ander  trial, 
they  will  be  so  as  private  memoranda,  I  ihontd  also  feel 
mach  obliged  by  your  favoring  me  with  a  list  of  the  persons 
apprehended,  including  their  oast  and  place  of  resid'tnce. 

My  reasons  for  this  second  request  are,  1st,  that  a 
number  of  Thugs  were  apprehended  by  Mr.  Wright  and 
confessed  before  him,  and  their  confessions  implicate  the 
men  I  above  mentioned  as  so  notorious.  Were  copies  of 
those  confessions  inserted  in  the  case  in  your  Court,  they 
wonld  perh^s  tend  to  corroborate  any  confession  made 
before  yon  ;  and  wonld  certainly  show  that  they  hare  long 
since  followed  the  trade  of  murder.  As  I  have  notes  of 
these  confessions  by  me,  after  being  favored  with  the 
names  of  those  you  hare  caught,  I  could  mention  the 
names  of  those  by  whom  they  were  formerly  implicated. 
If  yon  were  inclined  to  call  for  copies  of  those  confessions 
from  Cawnpore,  by  enabling  yon  at  once  to  mention  Uiose- 
you  wish  to  hare,  much  trouble  would  be  sared.  2ndly, 
amongst  those  now  io  confinement  with  you,  are  perhaps 
BOOH  for  whom  I  have  been  aod  am  still  searcluDg. 
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Shonld  my  intelligflnce  be  iaoorrect,  yoa  will  be  inolia- 
ed  to  ainUe  ;  bat  allow  me  to  meDtion  that  in  order  to 
itate  my  wishes  and  reasons,  I  aasamed  the  whole  as  a 
troth.  For  the  sake  of  hnmanity  I  hope  no  snch  murder 
was  committed,  bat  if  it  have,  I  cannot  bat  congratulate 
yon  on  the  appreheDsion  of  the  gang.  Hoping  to  be 
excused  for  the  trouble. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

Year's  very  sincerely, 
(Signed)        G.  STOCKW£LL. 

EtamaA.  Ulh  Oct.  1814. 

N.  B.  Part  of  ray  informatioa  says  Kboshaliro, 
Parsudooa  and  Karkora  were  with  the  party  ofSamadaa 
bat  escaped.  As  these  three  live  in  Banda  in  my  juris- 
diotion,  if  their  seizare  be  desirable  I  believe  I  can  etfect 
it. 

Mr  Dear  Sir, 

I  had  yesterday  the  pleaante  of 
receiving  yonr  copy  of  Bhnga's  depositiOD,  and  the  day 
before  that  of  your  letter. 

Tfaongb  I  am  aatoniahed  at  bis  recognizing  so  few,  I 
do  not  despair  of  finding  evidence  against  the  persona 
and  notoriety  of  the  remunder,  thougli  not  to  (heir  speci- 
fic: villanies.  la  the  coarse  of  two  or  three  days  I  shall 
send  yon  two  persons  employed  as  Barkandaae  in  the 
Tbannab  of  Sindouse,  one  of  them  a  Dhannck,  inhabitant 
of  this  place,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  Thugs  formerly 
residing  here ;  the  other  an  intelligent  man  who  has  been 
five  years  in  die  Thannah  ander  the  very  edge  of  which 
their  houses  were.  Hy  object  in  sending  tbem  is  to 
ascertain  whether  some  of  those  apprehended  are  not 
old  inhabitants  of  this  village,  mixed  with  the  Cawnp«re 
Tbogs,  whioh  I  oadentaad  to  be  the  case  from  tbeir 
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baviog  taken  refageio  the  same  placei  aboa^JaloOD,  &c. 
aad  thas  formed  an  acqaaintance.  I  have  also  anotlrer 
man  in  store  who  is  at  present  gone  to  endeavor  to 
procore  the  seizure  of  Sumadan.  He  has  to-day  told 
me  of  his  own  accord  that  foar  of  the  Thugs  I  wanted 
are  in  yonr  jail  amongst  the  tweoty-Gve,  viz. 

Odeeha  Lodeh,  a  very  celebrated  character. 

Omeda  Langra,  ditto  ditto 

Lnllooa  ditto,  against  him  are  two  oases  according  to 
■  confession. 

Sandooa  Lodeh.    (I  cannot  find  his  name  in  the  list.) 

I  hope  yon  will  exonse  me  when  I  start  a  donbt 
regarding  the  plan  yon  have  at  present  in  view  of  sending 
the  persona  to  Cawnpore  from  this  Zillah,  to  be  there 
tried  for  the  respective  oases*.  Yon  will  I  am  snre  excDse. 
my  fearing  the  resaltwhen  1  mention  that  Mr.  Wright 
apprehended  seventy-six,  of  whom  seventeen  made  con- 
fessions, which  strongly  criminated  the  remaining  Sfty-nine 
who  denied.  Amongst  these  denials,  are  several  snspi- 
cioQs  circumstances,  and  once  or  twice  the  property  was 
prodnced  from  their  faonses  and  recognized.  Those  who 
denied  and  those  who  confessed  were  alike  released  by 
one  sweeping  order  of  the  Nizamut  Adawlitt,  witbont 
security  or  any  thing  else. 

I  cannot  bnt  think  that  when,  the  very  suspicions 
circumstances  are  taken  into  consideration  ander  which 
the  seizare  was  made,  and  the  change  of  their  names  And 
place  of  residence  and  oast  (evidently  implying  a  fear  of 
those  onder  which  tbey  were  known)  and  to  these  be 
added  the  confessions  of  Thugs  apprehended  five  years 
ago  criminating  them,  little  can  be  wanting  to  establish 
their  gailt.  It  is  on  saoh  strong  circumstantial  evidences 
that  I  cannot  conoeire  any  Conrt  will  release  tbem. 
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On  the  co|itrary  should  they  be  sent  to  Cawnpore,  tbere 
beings  no  proof,  bnt  what  they  before  bad,  I  fear  (bey 
wonid  find  the  same  lenity  which  was  shown  to  their 
oompanioDs. 

In  the  event  of  their  beiogf  sent  to  Cawnpore,  voa 
would  still  wish  to  have  copies  of  those  papers  aocasing 
them  attached  to  the  case  in  yonr  Court,  for  which  pur- 
pose I  copy  ihe  following^  from  Wrigiht's  notes. 

When  the  person  retorns,  which  will  be  I  fancy 
abont  a  week  hence,  I  shall  send  him  in  order  to  point 
oat  the  four  whose  names  he  mentioned,  and  I  believe  he 
will  recognize  some  of  the  rest  on  their  being  shown  to 
him.  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  addressing  yoa  a 
short  note  when  I  send  the  Burkaudazes. 
I  am.  Sec. 
(Signed)        G.  STOCKWELL. 

Camp  Sindoutt.  Dec.  22, 1814. 

Ton  would  perhaps  think  it  a  shorter  way  to  send  one 
or  two  of  the  Zemindars  of  this  place  to  recognize  the 
Thugs  of  their  village,  bnt  alas  the  commnnication  is 
still  kept  np,  and  they  derive  perhaps  as  mach  profit  as 
ever  from  them.  They  are  by  no  means  to  be  trnsted 
in  this. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  entreat  yonr  pardon 
for  allowing  yonr  last  letter  to  remain  so  long  unanswer- 
ed, the  principal  reason  for  which  was  my  not  having  any 
subject  worthy  of  communication.  As  Bfaowany  left  me 
some  days  ago  in  a  Dooly  he  has  no  doubt  ere  this 
arrived,  and  I  hope  you  may  derive  some  benefit  from 
him.  Toollaoya  has  been  nnwell  and  only  just  rejoined 
me  ;  he  shall  be  sent  you  in  a  short  time.  He  will  tell 
yoa  all  about  Pnrshaud  who  came  to  me  as  a  spy,  and 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(   3a7   ) 

introduced  Toolya.  As  he  can  gire  yon  the  whole  of 
my  intelligence  respectiog  Parehand,  I  refrain  front 
troahling  yon.  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  aa 
Urzee  presented  by  my  spy,  and  as  his  soorce  of 
information  is  a  relation  aad  Padree  to  the  Raja  of 
JagamoDpore,  it  may  very  possibly  be  correct.  It  will 
at  all  events  be  as  well  to  have  a  look-ont  after  the  party 
who  went  towards  Cbntterpore,  and  are  expected  to  re- 
turn in  the  ooarse  of  fifteen  or  twenty  days.  There  can 
be  no  donbt  that  soch  persons  are  allowed  to  reside  in 
Jngnmanpore,  as  in  April  last,  when  in  Camp  near  to 
that  plane  the  Umlah  of  my  Court  visited  the  place,  and 
the  hoases  of  the  Thags  sitnated  close  under  the  Raja's 
Fort  were  pointed  out  to  them  among  the  other  cariosi- 
ties. Nothing  like  concealment  was  attempted,  they 
being  told  "  there  are  so  many  of  this  oast,  and  so  many 
"  of  that,  and  there  yon  see  one  hundred  houses  of 
"  Thugs."  As  the  ancestors  of  Madhoo  Sing,  and  him- 
self also  when  in  charge  of  Siodonse,  collected  a  tax  at 
the  rate  of  35  rupees  per  honse,  there  can  be  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  Mahaepat  Sah,  a  brother  of  the  Rajah, 
shonid  do  the  same.  Toolya  will  give  you  a  list  of  men 
concerned  in  four  cases  within  yonr  district,  several  of 
whom  are  in  yoar  jail ;  and  will  also  mention  the  prin- 
cipal Thugs  and  their  villages  living  in  Jalono,  and  some 
part  of  Soobah  Gwalior.  I  am  sorry  to  say  Perry  writes 
me  of  two  or  three  Thaggies  having  lately  occurred  io 
the  Eastern  extremity  of  the  District,  and  yoa  will  have 
heard  from  Hiddleton  that  they  have  favored  him  with 
some  visits. 

I  have  not  heard  the  slightest  bint  at  the  perpetrators 
of  the  Dudwareh  Dacoity.  This  silence  appears  to  me 
very  extraordinary,  as  by  one  means  or  another  we  have 
become  acquainted  with  all  the  Dacoities  bat  one  which 
have  been  committed  in  this  District,  and  with  most  of 
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those  ia  tke  neiglibonring  Zillah,  bo  that  this  mast  Em 
■ome  unknown  ga.r>g.  1  was  once  told,  thatstroDg  sns- 
picioQ  attached  to  the  Zemindars,  but  coald  get  no  good 
grounds  for  anch  aa  opiDion.  Two  points  had  nearly 
escaped  me,  one  that  the  Tfanggies  in  yonr  District  are 
preconcerted,  that  is,  gangs  rnsh  in  at  once  from  dif- 
ferent quarters,  and  their  crimes  are  committed  almost 
all  at  once  or  in  a  very  short  period.  Of  the  trnth  or 
falsity  of  this  yon  can  well  judge.  The  second,  that  for 
the  short  time  Bhowany  baa  been  in  ray  employ  he 
has  been  more  saoceasfol  in  apprehending  thao  any  spy 
'  I  e*er  took  io  service.  I  raenfion  this  as  a  rea«on  for 
believing  bis  ossertioos. 

Believe  me. 

My  dearWanchope, 
Ever  your's  faithfully, 
(Signed)        G.  STOCKWELL. 
Camp  Jehekha,  tOth  June,  1815. 
The  sum  collected  from  Thugs  at  Sindonse  was  five 
thoDsand  rupees  per  annum,  making  the  Domher  of  houses 
ttoo  hundred;  bat  most  of  these  hoases,  in  order  to  evade 
the  tax,  contained    three  or  four  Thags,  besides  their 
women  and  children.     The  probable  number  of  Thugs 
might  at  a  low  rate  be  considered  400  J ! !   Merchants  came 
from  Benares  to  purchase  their  spoils  at  a  cheap  rat^. 


To  J.  WAUCHOPE,  Esquire. 

JUagiitrate,  Bundelcund, 
Sir, 

I  beg  to  transmit  for  your  information  the 
accompanying  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Magistrate 
of  Elawah,  dated  7tb  <rf'  Angnet  last,  togellier  with  Copy 
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«rk  Lettet  sod  its  «Dclo8nre,  from  the  Joint  Hagistratff 
of  that  District  dated  the  11th  of  Aogast  on  the  subject 
of  marders  by  Thags. 

I  em,  &e.  &c. 

(Signed)        J.  SHAKESPEAR, 

Acting  S.  P-  We4tern  Provinces* 

Office  of  S.  P.,  Calcutta,! 
Me  3Uf  3farcA,  1816.    i 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Magittrate  of  Etawdh  to 
the  Acting  Superintendent  of  Police  in  the  Western 
Provinces,  dated  7th  August  1815. 

Para.  SO.  As  far  aa  I  caa  depend  on  the  informa- 
tion and  experience  vthich  1  have  aoquited  daring  my 
residence  in  this  District,  the  Thnga  who  have  been 
in  the  babit  of  infesting  this  part  of  the  Company's  Pro- 
vinces may  I  conceive  be  divided  into  three  classes 
entirely  naconnected  with  each  other.  Pint,  those  who 
originally  resided  nnder  the  protection  of  the  Zemindars 
on  tbe  large  estates  of  Hurra  Sing,  Dyaram  and  Bhngf- 
wnnt  Sing  in  Allyghur ;  and  of  Himmot  Sing,  late 
Rajah  of  Etawah,  in  this  district,  inclnding  also  a  few 
detached  parties  who  lived  nnmolested  at  or  near  to  a 
Tillage  called  Borasa  in  Fnrraokabad.  The  Thanaha  of 
Sbababad,  Phnrha  and  Kahleyee  in  Etawah,  in  three  or 
fonr  of  the  Police  Divisions  of  Allyghnr.  The  murders 
which  were  formerly  so  conunon  on  the  rdbd  which  lies 
between  Etawab,  Khaa  and  Agra,  on  tbe  high  road  from 
Cawnpore  between  Nabbeegnnge  and  Shahabad,  and  on 
that  leading  from  Mynpooree  to  Coel,  as  well  as  in  other 
loss  freqaented  parts  of  Allygnrh,  Farrnokabad  and 
2  Y 
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Etawah  vere  chiefly  perpetrated  by  men  belongiDg  to  this 
class.  If  BQch  flriminals  can  be  sapposed  to  have  any 
religioD  they  will  be  fonnd  principally,  if  not  azclasiToly, 
to  profess  the  Mahommedan  faith.  A  DDmber  have  been 
seized,  and  are  now  io  the  jails  at  Mynpooree  and  Coel  ; 
V>d  a  few  are  in  confinemeDt  aho  at  Fnttehghnr ;  maay, 
however,  are  still  at  large,  some  of  whom  reside  in  the 
district  of  AUyghnr,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  a 
party  of  nine  or  tea  of  the  most  notorioos  of  these 
offenders,  by  whom  the  mnrder  in  Snckot  was  in  all  pro- 
bability committed,  have  for  some  time  past  t^en  np 
their  abode  io  the  vicinity  of  Agre. 

31.  The  second  class  consists  of  Hindoos,  who  are 
for  the  moat  part  of  the  Lodhee  caste,  and  this  is  by  far 
more  nameroas  than  the  class  I  have  jast  mentioned. 
They  resided  in  great  anmbers  in  the  eastern  Thannabs 
of  Ibis  Distriaf,  and  the  adjoining  Parganaahs  of  Cawn- 
pore,  nntil  disturbed  by  the  measures  pnraned  against 
them  by  Mr.  Wright  and  myself  in  1810  and  1811,  when 
many  were  seized  aad  others  absconded.  By  caltivating 
a  few  beeg^is  of  land  they  were  able,  under  the  osten- 
sibly character  of  ryots,  to  follow  the  more  lucrative 
profession  of  Tha^^ie  withont  being  suspected.  Their 
depredations  were  consequently  local,  and  the  murders 
irhioh  were  so  numerous  to  the  westward  of  Cawnpore, 
particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Kaaoje,  and  those  which 
occasionally  happened  in  the  lower  part  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion, may  be  ascribed  to  their  activity.  About  twenty  of 
these  ofi^nders  are  confined  on  security  in  the  jail  at 
Hynpooree ;  but  many  of  those  committed  by  Mr.  Wright 
have  been  released,  and  have  returned  to  their  old 
faaanta  in  the  Cawnpore  disbict,  neither  reformed  by 
the  morals  of  a  jail,  nor  less  audaoioas  from  the  expe- 
nenoe  they  hare  had  of  the  facility  of  eaoaping  from  tba 
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hands  of  jnatioe.  To  this  class  m;  latter  to  yoa  of  the 
7th  of  Jane  lut  adverts. 
32,  The  third  is  more  formidable  io  poiat  of  nnmber, 
•  aad  exteods  over  a  greater  expanse  of  ooontry  thaa  either 
of  the  foregoJDg  classes.  It  iaclades  that  desperate  asso- 
oiation  of  man  of  both  religions  and  of  all  castes,  which 
grew  op  Doder  the  fosteripg  protection  of  the  Zemiodars 
of  Pnrbsarha  and  of  the  villages  contigoqns  thereto  in 
the  Gwalior  territory.  It  is  already  known  to  yon  that 
those  who  resided  in  the  villages  of  Porbearha  were  dis-. 
persed  when  Mr,  Halhed  personally  visited  that  Pargan- 
nah.  'Hiey  have  however  siuoe  gradually  retaroed,  and 
now  live  in  a  nnmber  of  the  Gwalior  villages  stretching 
ever  an  irregnlar  tract  of  country  from  the  right  hank  of 
the  Kooaree  to  the  confines  of  Oattea,  They  travel  in 
larger  bodies,  and  are  more  bold  and  adventorons  than  the 
Thugs  in  the  Company's  Provinces.  Their  predatory 
excarsioDS  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  country  which  lies 
Baatward  and  Southward  of  Gwalior,  and  to  the  districts 
of  Bnndelcond  ;  and  I  bare  reason  to  believe  that  they 
rarely  if  ever  visit  the  Dooab.  Their  number  has  been 
partially  augmented  from  some  fugitives  from  the  second 
class,  who  may  perhaps,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  oonn- 
try,  occasionally  ventore  across  the  Jumna.  Several  of 
the  most  Dotorions  of  these  offienders  have  been  seized  by 
Ur.  Wanchope,  and  are  now  in  the  jail  at  Bandah. 

To  THOMAS  PERRY,  Esqoieb, 

MagUtrate  ofZillah  Etavah. 
Sir, 

I  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  yonr  letter 
of  the  33d  April  last,  covering  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Police  relative  to  the  Thugs  of 
Pnrhearfaa. 


Dig  lizeaoy  Google 


(     372    ) 

2.  I  apprebend  that  the  Fatwuies  of  this  Pargnn- 
nahcaDgtve  no  information  on  the  point  required;  from 
all  I  hare  beeo  able  to  learn  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
Thags  formerly  residing  in  Sindoase,  Sec.  have  settled  in 
the  Gwalior  territories  where  they  are  sure  of  protection'; 
at  least  as  the  Anmilsof  that  Gorernment  deriving  a  re- 
venne  from  their  depredations,  it  is  fair  to  coDclade  that 
they  protect  then  as  formerly.  I  am  told  by  the  most 
respectable  Zemindars  that  5,500  rupees  was  the  average 
payment  made  to  these  States  for  the  Thags  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  rupees  per  bouse,  this  being  the  nnmber  of 
220  houses,  bat  most  of  the  booses  contained  three  men. 
■  3.  The  villages  at  present  most  notorious  adjoining 
to  Purbearha,  » 

Jalouo, ^ 

Suhoo, >0f  Jaloun. 

Rusooipore.-J 

Suraopore, . 

Sooneh , 

Seloraoh...J     g^-^-opore  Kh«. 

Mollickpore,")^®'''"S'''e:  to  Scindia ;  there  is  also  a 
I     Poorwa  of  Rampoor,  said  to  contain 

Mohonee,. . .  \      about200  houses  of  Thugs,  at  the  head 

Tetringare,..  i  ^f  ^h^n,  j^  the  famous  Dbnrm  Khea 
'    Sooaweery,..  J     alias  Dhurm  Khan. 

The  former  Sirdar,  Boodhooa,  and  aboat  twenty  of  his 
gang,  were  caught  in  or  about  Ameer  Khan's  army ;  and 
that  leader  cot  off  their  noses  and  both  hands,  no  doubt 
an  effectual  way  of  preventing  their  recurring  to  this  way 
for  a  livelihood. 

4.  I  am  also  informed  that  they  seldom  repair  to  the 
Company's  Territories  to  commit  their  depredations,  and 
have  as  yet  heard  of  few  instances  of  their  taking  up  their 
abode  OQ  the  left  bank  of  the  Jumna. 


Sooneh  '  '     >^*^  Jogumunpore,  end  I  believe  in  Jq- 
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5.  Tliii  intelligence  Bppe!ir§  to  me  to  be  trae,  for  the 
ganga  ofParbeBrfaa  committed  their  Tbvggies  more  like 
banditti,  openly  and  in  large  bodies,  attacking  and 
plundering  parties  of  travellerg,  not  taking  any  care  to 
conceal  the  crime  by  hiding  the  bodies  ;  vbereas  the 
Tbaggies  of  the  Dooab  are  committed  more  by  stealth  than 
force  OD  two  or  three  individnals,  early  in  the  clark  of  the 
morning  or  late  in  the  evening,  at  least  leaving  no  marks 
of  force  being  nsed.  The  piercing  the  throat,  or  ripping 
np  the  bellies  is  frequently  done  to  prevent  any  chance  of 
life  remaining,  and  the  bodies  cwefnlly  concealed  in 
veils  or  nollabs.  The  only  thing  in  which  the  two 
descriptions  at  all  coincide  is  that  of  their  plundering  and 
invariably  mnrdering  the  plundered. 

6.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Tbaggies 
committed  in  Cawnpore,  Furrackabad,  &c.  have  been 
perpetrated  by  the  old  Lodba  gangs,  as  well  as  by  those 
who  were  released  from  Cawnpore ;  and  the  only  Mnsnl- 
man  gang  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge  is  that  of 
Koodrooa  living  in  Bowhary,  which  I  mentioned  to  you 
some  time  since  in  a  private  letter.  As  yon  are  fully 
acquainted  with  the  names  and  villages  of  the  principals 
there  is  no  necessity  to  mention  them. 

7.  I  have  also  the  honor  to  subjoin  another  list  of 
Thugs,  and  of  the  villages  in  which  they  reside^  which 
may  perhaps  be  nsefal.  It  was  procured  from  persons 
perfectly  anconnecled  with  tbose  from  whom  the  above 
was  obtained. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)        G.  STOCKWELL, 

Joint  Magistrate. 
Etowah,  August  11, 1816. 

(True  Copy.) 
(Signed)        T.  FERRY,  Magittraf. 
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Slatem$tit  of  Vilhge$,  tfc.  of  Tki^a  belonging  to  Illaieh 
Jahua,  that  accompanied  Mr.  StoekwelFt  letter  of  the 
lltk  Augmt,  1815. 

VlOagM.  Kamm  tf  "fka^t. 

Gorahe, Puddb,    ..............  ApproTer. 

Kooooo,  ,.,.......       Purmah  Loilbce,    Hung;  1833. 

Sakoon GuntdikHuialmui,....  TrMMparttd. 

Ooria, Babadoor, Dead. 

Uonu-B, lUmbux,    UunglBSO. 

Mohar,    Mqd  Khao  IHoniliiiin, ..  HanglSSS. 

Pumah, At  large. 

Ghoaia  Lodb^, Atlarg«, 

BhufKUDta  Lodbee,  ....  At  large. 

Rnmina  aliai  KheoMoa,  At  large. 

BalkiihcD, Hung  1 1(33. 

MoBMokfaa, ^ 

»n^«^ / 

Anwda  Lungia,    NAtlaife. 

Oodiet,    ( 


T^jooa,  . 


AmedSd,    , 

Cheyoooa,   TraMported  1I33. 

Suotooa, Tranaported  IBSa. 

Pontidu,     ., Hung  1832. 

KhyrooQ  Maanlman,,.., 

Kboonan, Hang  at  Sangor. 

Kebr;, Huag  at  Jubulpoie. 

r  Died  in  HodiungA- 
l      bad  Jail. 

Kulooa,  Atlarge. 

Fnjooa  Lodbee, Died  at  bome. 

Pupnry  Nowreypoie,      Bigae, ,..  Died  inSaugorJail. 

Timror,  Peerbui  Muinlmao Jubulpore  Jail. 

Butboo,   Stmkbooa  Lodeh,    Dead. 

SnTooapOK,    ......       Kbyiooa  JMoiDlmaD,. ...  Diedatikomc. 

Doo^ab,... Approver. 

Kbooman^ .»■•  ApproTer. 

Pntiga,    ....•....••.••  Died  ID  Sanger  JaiL 

i;>ikrio  Bnbnut,   ......  Hung  at  Stiagoc. 


jOOgle 
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PuMilinm, ■>. 

Kambux  Br^unio, 
Goneib  MasnlmaD, 


iTr>iuportrd  (a 
Saufor. 


HahMooIcK  Brahmin,    .. 

UonuDoo,   ■-•.••.. 

Blrkbhtui,  ' 

Maha  Maialmui, 

Kebjn  and   two  otbert, 

Dbukur  Riypoab. 
Ehoomao  Kuibsttf 

Brabmiu,    .,. 

Dbnrm  Man,    .,_....       Died  atSaraliM  169) 
SDBdia,    .. 
Pucbooa, . . 

Bhara,.,,, 


>  Hung  at  S 


There  are  many  others  wboie  anme*  are  aokooWDt 
(Signed)        G.  STOCKWELL, 

Joint  Magistrate. 
(True  Copy,) 
(Signed)        T.  PERRT,  Magutrate. 
(Trne  Copy.) 
(Signed)        J.  SBAKESPEAR, 

Smptrinttrndtnt  of  PoUc*, 
(True  Copies,) 
W.  H.  SLEEUAN,  0ml  Supt, 
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APPENDIX    X. 


To  MAJOR  STEWART, 

Acting  Resident,  Indore. 

Sir, 

1.  I  have  thehonor  to  forvard  the  pro- 
ceedings* of  an  inqairy  held  by  me  on  the  gang  of 
Thngs  in  confinement  here,  cS  wboae  seizure  and  the 
circnmstances  that  led  to  it  yon  are  already  informed. 

2.  As  appears  in  his  Deposition  after  the  gang  was 
secured  at  Bbeelwarah,  the  witness  Amnnoola,  nnder 
alarm  for  the  consequences,  voluntarily  presented  hin- 
self  to  the  Jemadar  of  the  party  sent  on  this  service,  and 
confessing  that  be  and  his  fellow  prisoners  were  the 
description  of  persons  they  were  suspected  to  be,  offered 
to  make  a  disclosure  of  their  acts  and  proceedings ;  from 
that  moment  he  was  kept  separate  from  his  oompaniona 
to  prevent  him  from  being  dissuaded  from  this  purpose 

•  Coiuiiliiig  of  the  bllowiDg  p>pen.— 
No.  I.    Deposition  oT  the  evidaiMAmuioalK. 
No.  8.    Dcpoiitioii  of  the  cvidoice  Kaimnye. 
No.  9.    DepoaitioD  of  the  cvideace  Pooraa. 
No.  4.     Depoailioo  of  the  eridenre  Runjcet. 
No.  b.    Depoiitioa  of  the  eridence  Haddaiy. 

No.  S.    DepontioD  of  the  eTidmce  Bafaadoor  Khan  HaTlldar  and  Shna 
Ehao  Sepoy. 
No.  7.    Depoution  of  the  eridccceBhawiuf  Khan  HaTlldar  and  Bboiijk 

No.  8.    Liitof  articlofaiiitd  in  the  poMMiion  of  the  Thngi  when  wixed. 

No.  9.  Lilt  cf  the  forcfoing  article!  mentioned  in  the  aTidence*  bdonc- 
ing  to  patticnlar  indindnaU  mtudeKd  b j  the  Thup. 

No.  10.  Lilt  of  the  fbregoiDc  article*  thit  bate  been  recoptiied  by 
friendt  or  |>enoni  murdeKd. 

No.  II.    Ddiaiceoflhe  priMiwr*. 
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by  tfae  eSbrtB  which  they  voold  donbtless  bare  exerted 
upon  bim  to  thai  eCTect ;  and  the  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
whole  at  Jowrab,  I  took  from  bim  the  Deposition  now 
forwarded,  and  in  corroboration  of  it  dispatohad  bim  the 
day  following  ander  a  ^ard  to  point  oat  the  bodies  of 
the  persons  stated  by  him  (o  hare  been  mardered  at 
different  places  on  the  roato  of  the  gan;  between  Mnnde- 
sore  and  Delcola,  where  they  were  seized,  a  oorroborar 
tion,  which,  as  yon  will  observe  by  the  Depositions  of  the 
Havildar  and  others  of  the  guard,  was  fnlly  afforded. 

3.  The  Deposition  thns  corroborated  was  perbi^w 
alone  safficient  to  establish  the  gnilt  of  the  p^isoDera, 
but  as  it  was  desirable  to  ohtoia  all  the  infonnation 
possible  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  this  band  of 
systematic  mnrderera,  that  the  Government  night  be  the 
belter  able  to  adopt  effectual  measare*  for  their  even- 
tual extirpation,  I  held  ont  a  promise  of  pardon  to 
other  individuals  of  the  gang  to  come  forward,  on  which 
five  of  the  prisoners,  whose  Depositions  are  enclosed, 
presented  themselves  as  evidence  agaipst  their  associates. 

4.  These  Depositions  appear  to  me  to  be  too  fall  and 
corroborative  of  Ibe  deep  and  atrociong  gnilt  of  the 
priaoners  to  require  any  comment  or  additional  proof  of  it; 
and  I  have  only  to  observe  therefore  that  the  Witoessea 
from  whmn  they  have  been  obtained,  have  been  all  along 
kept  in  separate  guards,  apart  from  each  other,  and  no 
interchange  of  commnnication  has  been  allewed  to  take 
j>Iace  among  them. 

(Signed)        W.  BORTHWICK, 

Poa.  Agent. 
Mthidptor  Agmty  Qffiet,  26tk  Jvlif,  1829. 

(True  Copy,) 
(Signed)        T.  KOBINSON, 

ftdAinttant. 
2z 
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To  GEORGE  SWINTON,  Esqdire, 

Chief  Secy,  to  Oovernment, 

Fort  William. 
Sir, 

I  have  thfl  honor  to  tranamit  for  the 
iaformftUoQ  and  orders  of  GorernmeDt  the  proceedings 
of  Captain  Borthwick  in  the  case  of  a  large  g&ag  of 
Tbags,  apprehended  by  bim  on  their  return  from  an 
expedition  into  Gnzerat. 

2.  These  proceedings  detail  so  fnlly  the  Hystem  par- 
saed  by  these  mardererB  that  any  comment  or  observations 
on  them  seem  quite  saperflnoas,  the  gnilt  of  Ibe  party 
being  established  beyond  all  doaht.  With  reference, 
however,  to  the  qoantity  and  trifling  valae  of  the  articles 
fonnd  ia  the  possession  of  the  murderers,  it  may  be 
proper  to  notice  that  this  is  Batisfactortly  accoonted  for 
by  the  circamstance  of  the  party  having  only  five  days 
before  their  apprehensioD  sent  off,  nnder  charge  of  one 
of  their  leaders  ;  almost  all  the  booty  tbey  had  collected 
in  their  expedition,  including,  of  coarse,  every  thing  of 
valne. 

3.  The  expeditions  of  these  marderooa  gangs  have  of 
late  years  become  the  greatest  calamities  with  whicfa  Mai  wa 
has  been  afflicted  ;  and  it  will  not  fail  to  attract  the  notice 
of  Government  that  the  very  pacification  of  the  country 
has  led  to  the  extension  of  this  morderons  system  to  a 
degree  nuknown  before. 

4.  The  invariable  practice  of  putUng  to  death  thft 
whole  of  their  victims,  the  manner  in  which  this  is  done, 
and  the  mode  in  which  the  bodies  are  disposed  of, 
renders  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  these  gunga 
partionlarly  difficult ;  and  therefore  I  consider  the  seiauro 
of  so  largo  a  body  of  them  as  a  most  fortunate  event  for 
thiji  coantry,  and  likely,  if  capital  poniafament  is  infliotesl 
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on  the  greater  part  of  them,  to  pat  a  atop  to  sach  expe- 
ditions for  a  long  period  to  come ;  the  pnnishmeut  how- 
ever of  these  morderers,  to  be  flflTeotive  io  this  respeot, 
ought  I  coDceive  to  be  inflicted  at  the  diSTereDt  places 
from  whence  they  come ;  and  I  cannot  help  trngting  that 
GoTemmeot  will  also  adopt  some  measnres  both  in  onr 
own  territory,  and  in  the  dominion!  of  onr  Allies  to  bring 
to  condigD  panisbment  the  village  officers  and  other 
anthorities  of  the  coantry  who  oonnive  at  the  proceedings 
of  tbese  marderers,  and  participate  id  their  plonder. 
These  can  bardly  be  considered  as  less  guilty  than  the 
murderers  themselves. 

5.  I  beg  leave  therefore  to  suggest  that  the  leaders, 
and  all  of  the  party  whose  employment  io  the  gang  has 
been  that  of  stranglers,  should  snCTer  capital  pnniahnient 
each  at  the  village  to  which  he  belongs ;  where  the  mar- 
derers come  from  places  not  within  oar  jorisdiotion,  I 
can  hardly  anticipate  any  diffionlty  in  obtaining  the  assent 
of  onr  Allies  to  make  an  example  so  reqaisite  for  the 
fatnre  safety  of  innocent  travellers  tbronghoot  Central 
India ;  the  rest  of  the  gang,  with  the  exception  of  those 
to  whom  pardon  has  been  promised,  onght,  I  conceive, 
either  to  be  banished  from  Hindoostan  or  con6aed  for 
life. 

(Signed)        J.  STEWART,  Re$itU»t. 

Indore,  13(A  August,  18S9. 


To  MAJOR  STEWART. 

Officiating  Resident,  Indore. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  year  Dispatch  of  the  13th  Angast,  submitting  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Captain  Bortbwick  and  of  prooeediogs 
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kelil  bj  trim  ill  tbb  ease  of  a  gang  ofTbags,  and  to  com- 
niDDioate  to  70a  the  Mlowing  ofaaervations  and  orderi 
df  the  Gorernor  Geaerat  io  Coancil  on  the  subject. 

2.  Captain  Borthwiek  is  considered  to  merit  great 
pndse  for  the  seisare  of  lo  large  a  gang  of  those  atrocioDs 
orimioals,  and  for  the  full  aud  satiafaotory  evidence  which 
he  has  obtained  of  their  geilt.  The  Depositions  of 
Amanoolla  and  the  other  fear  accomplices  who  came  for' 
vard  on  the  promise  of  pardon  afford  the  strangest  proof 
-of  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  gang,  and  of 
the  namerons  marders,  committed  by  them  in  the  coarse 
of  their  progress,  throngh  the  several  conntries,  which 
were  the  scene  of  their  depredations.  The  discovery  of 
the  dead  bodies  io  the  places  pointed  ont  by  Amanoolla, 
and  the  prodaction  and  identification  of  some  of  the  pro- 
perty foand  in  the  possession  of  the  gang,  as  detailed  in 
the  proceedings  held  by  Captain  Borthwick,  confirm  the 
DepositioDS  of  the  five  evidences,  and  established  the 
goilt  of  the  parties  beyond  the  possibility  of  doabt— His 
Iiordship  in  Coancil  observes  that  one  of  the  evidences, 
Khaim  Ranj,  has  deposed  to  no  leas  than  71  marders. 

3.  These  marders  baviog  been  perpetrated  in  territo- 
ries belonging  to  various  Native  Chiefs,  and  the  perpetra- 
tors beicg  inhabitants  of  varioas  districts  belonging  to 
different  anthoritiea,  there  is  no  Chief  m  particular  to 
whom  we  could  deliver  them  up  for  ponisbment,  as  their 
Sovereign,  or  as  the  Prince  of  the  territory  in  which  the 
crime  had  been  committed. 

4.  The  hand  of  these  inhnman  monsters  being  against 
every  one,  and  there  being  no  conntry  within  the  range 
of  theif  annoal  ezcaraioDs  from  Bandelcond  to  Gaserat, 
id  which  they  have  not  committed  mnider,  it  appears  to 
Hia  Lordship  in  Conntil  that  they  may  be  considered 
like  Pirates,  to  he  placed  withoat  the  pale  of  social  lav. 
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ind  be  aobjected  to  cosdig*  paoisbment  bj  whaterer 
.  aathority  tfaey  may  be  seized  and  convioted, 

5.  Under  this  view  of  the  case  and  advertiDg  to  the 
Tclatire  litaatioD  of  the  Britisb  Government  as  tbe  para- 
monnt  power,  tbe  Governor  General  in  Connoil  has 
BO  hesitation  in  aathorinojp  and  directing  capital  pn- 
nishnent  to  be  inflicted  on  the  leaden,  and  all.  the  gang 
who  shall  be  proved  to  have  been  employed  as  tbe 
atn^igleri.  With  regard  to.  those  who  in  decoying  and 
•utioing  the  victims  to  their  fate,  or  in  wding  to  remove 
and  conceal  tbe  bodies,  they  must  be  held  to  be  accessaries 
both  before  and  after  the  fact ;  they  are  equally  erimioal 
as  the  principals  and  deserving  the  same  pDoishment 
of  death  ;  bat  his  Lordship  in  Conncil  anthorizes  yon  to 
conunate  tbe  senteBoe  of  capital  panishment  into  trans- 
portation for  life,  with  hard  labour,  beyond  seas,  or 
confinement  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  according  to 
the  oircamstances  of  eaeh  particalar  case.  Such  of  the 
prisoners  as  have  acted  merely  as  followers  of  the  gang, 
employed  in  the  performance  of  menial  doties,  sach 
as  syces  or  grass  cotters,  and  did  not,  as  aocomf^cei, 
shoring  in  the  plander,  and  boyg  also,  nnder  14  years  of 
age,  of  whom  there  are  three  or  fonr  amongst  the  prison- 
ers, are  to  be  kept  in  confinement  for  such  periods  as 
yon  may  consider  proper. 

6.  His  Ijordship  in  Cjpanoil  coneeives  that  moch 
difficulty,  with  risk  of  esoape,  woold  attend  the  plan 
suggested  by  yon  of  execotiDg  the  individuals  condemn- 
ed to  snffer  death,  each  at  his  own  village,  and  deems  it 
more  expedient  that  the  whole  oo  whom  capital  pnnisb- 
meat  is  to  be  inflicted  should  be  executed  at  the  plaoe 
where  they  ate  now  eonflned.  It  will  be  proper  to 
iaiiauita  to  Holkar's  GoTernment  the  ai^trdieasion  and  ' 
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conviotion    of  tbe  guig,  aod  the  orders  whiob  yoa  hare 
received  for  ioflioting  capital  paoishment  od  the  nor-    . 
derers. 

7.  PreTioasly  to  deciding  on  the  fate  of  eaob  indivi- 
dnal  priioaer  (aevflnty-foor  in  nnmber)  the  Governor 
General'  id  CoDooil  desire  that  you  will  instraot  Ciqttaia 
Borlhwick  to  call  them  op  singly  in  the  order  of  eoolo- 
snre  No.  11  of  Captain  Borthwick's  letter,  in  which 
their  defence  ii  contained,  and  take  the  evidence  of  the 
five  witneasei  as  to  the  identity  of  the  individnal,  his 
degree  of  conDeotion  with  the  gang  as  leader,  accom- 
plice, or  menial,  and  compare  the  evidence  as  given  by 
each  of  those  five  approvers.  Captain  Borthwiok  will  also 
hear  whatever  the  prisoners  may  desire  to  offer  forther 
in  their  defence ;  and  wherever  a  donbt  may  exist  in  bis 
mind  as  to  the  fact  of  the  party  being  one  of  the  gang 
(notwithstanding  tiie  identification  of  one  or  more  of  the 
evidenoe)  that  indtvidaal  is  to  have  the  benefit  oftbe 
donbt,  and  his  case  to  be  reserved  for  farther  orders. 
In  the  Deposition  submitted  with  yonr  Dispatch,  the 
cases  of  the  prisoners  are  not  given  in  the  same  nnme- 
rical  order  in  each;  and  it  becomes  difficult  in  some 
instances  to  know  whether  the  witness  refer  to  one  and 
tbe  same  individoal. 

6.  By  the  conrse  of  the  prooeediogs  now  directed, 
tbe  first  prisoner  to  be  identified  according  to  the  list 
in  eoclosnre  No.  11  is  Omrow  Sing.  Each  of  the  five 
witnesses  should  be  called  on  ia  saccession,  and  without 
the  privity  of  one  another,  to  identify  and  name  him ;  and 
Captain  Bortbwick  will  keep  a  record  of  the  proceeding, 
stating  his  own  opinion  regarding  the  establishmeat  of 
tli  prisoners' gnilt,  and  tbe  pooiabraeat  to  which,  with 
reference  to  the  obgervation  in  a  preceding  part  of  thia 
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letter,  the  prisoner  is  sobject.  Captaia  Borthwick  having 
completed  these  proceedings,  will  snbtnit  tbem  to  yon, 
and  yon  will  pass  final  sentence  on  all  those  deserving 
of  capital  pnnishment  and  direct  it  to  be  carried  into 
execntion.  Those  ^adjadged  to  transportation  beyond 
seas,  are  to  be  sent  under  a  snitable  escort  to  Bombay, 
to  be  kept  in  custody  there  nntil  the  receipt  of  orders 
from  hence,  which  will  be  sent  witboat  delay.  The  indi- 
viduals who  are  to  snSer  temporary  imprisonment,  will  be 
retained  where  they  now  are,  and  you  will  receive  the 
final  instrnotions  of  Government  on  the  receipt  of  your 
report,  and  Captain  Bortbwick's  further  proceedings  as 
above  directed. 

9.  With  respect  to  the  five  witnesses  to  whom  Capt. 
Borthwick  promised  pardon,  it  does  not  appear  whether 
unconditional  release  on  the  conviction  of  tiieir  associates 
was  distinctly  pledged  to  them  or  not.  Considering  the 
pastcourseof  life  which  these  iudividuals,  who  have  taken 
an  acUve  share  in  all  the  atrocities  to  which  they  depose, 
have  led,  His  Lordship  io  Coancil  feela  extremely  reluc- 
tant to  let  tbem  again  loose  upon  society  withont  security 
for  their  fntore  good  bebavionr.  If  by  pardon  was  only 
meant  that  their  lives  which  bad  been  forfeited  by  their 
crimes,  should  be  spared,  they  may  be  considered  to  be 
treated  with  great  lenity  if  no  severer  punishment  be  in- 
flicted than  confinement  nntil  they  can  give  good  secnrity, 
and  yon  will  be  pleased  to  send  them,  ander  a  gnaid  to 
the  care  of  the  Governor  General's  Agent  in  Bnndelcund, 
with  whom  you  will  arrange  as  to  the  time  of  their  dis- 
patch, and  the  place  where  they  may  be  delivered  over 
to  the  escort,  which  that  officer  may  propose  to  send 
to  the  frontier  of  his  jarisdiction,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  guard  which  may  be  sent  from  Mahidpore. 
The  Agent  to  the  Goremor  General  will  reeeire  iastroc- 
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tioni  regarding  tbeir  diiposal  aotil  they  can  fnrnub  saoh 
leonrity  u  he  may  see  proper  to  accept;  yoa  wiU  apprise 
the  fire  iadividaala  of  this  decisioa  in  order  that  they  may 
know  their  destinatioD  and  adopt  meaoB  for  obtaining  the 
■eonrity  reqnired. 

10.  YoD  will  farther  apprise  them  if  that  by  tbeir 
means  the  leaden  and  others  of  the  gang  who  separated 
from  them  some  time  before  their  aeizsre  with  the  inten- 
tion of  retnroing  to  Bandelcnsd,  or  who  made  th^r 
escape  when  the  rest  were  arrested,  can  be  apprehended 
and  confioted.  they  will  establish  a  claim  to  further  consi- 
deration  and  iudalg^ice. 

1 1.  It  is  the  intention  of  Government  to  anthorize  the 
offer  of  a  reward  of  one  thonsand  rupees  for  the  appre- 
hension of  Heera,  Rnttyram,  and  any  others  whose  names 
may  be  given  by  the  approvers  aa  notoriona  leaders  of 
Thags.  Yoa  will  be  pleased  to  oommanicate  to  the  antho- 
rities  in  Bandelcnod  who  will  be  antborized  to  offer  the 
rewards  abovemenUoned,  whatever  further  information 
yoa  may  receive  from  their  late  asiociatea. 

12.  Copies  of  the  DeposiUona  of  the  five  Witneasea 
will  be  oommantcated  to  the  Judges  and  Magistrates  of 
the  District  where  the  aystem  of  Thnggie  has  prevailed, 
and  it  is  not  snltkely  that  the  evidence  of  the  individuala 
in  qnestion,  while  they  may  remain  in  confinement  in 
Bandelcnnd,  may  be  o^ose  in  convicting  Thng  offenders, 
againat  whom  it  might  otherwise  be  difficult  to  bring 
proof. 

(Signed)        G.  SWINTON, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Govtmaunt, 
Fort  William,  234  October.  18S9. 
(Troe  Copy,) 
(Signed)        G.  SWINTON, 

Ch^f  Seerttary  to  Qovemmtnt, 
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To  CAPTAIN  BORTHWICK, 

Political  Agent,  Mahidpore. 
Str,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 

receipt    of  your   letter  of  the   10th    instant,  with   the 
Proceedings  accompanying  it. 

S.  I  have  passed  sentence  ds  death  on  forty  of  the 
criminals,  a  list  of  ffhom.  No.  11,  I  herewith  enclose,  and 
have  to  request  that  yon  will  canse  the  sentence  npoD  them 
to  be  carried  into  effect  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

3.  With  reference  to  the  3d  paragraph  of  your  letter 
I  recommend  that  a  part  of  the  criminals  should  be 
execnted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  places  in  yoar  neigbbonr- 
hood  where  they  committed  the  mnrders  most  recently 
perpetrated.  On  referring  to  year  former  proceedings,  I 
observe  that  those  murders  were  committed  near  Rutlam, 
at  Tarode,  near  Mundesore,  and  at  a  place  a  little  beyond 
the  cantonment  of  Neemucb.  A  portion  of  the  criminals 
may  be  executed  at  each  of  those  places,  and  at  any  other 
place  where  you  may  conceive  that  a  salutary  impression 
will  be  prodaced  thereby.  The  leaders  and  moat  deipe* 
rate  of  the  gang  I  recommend  to  be  execated  immediate- 
ly at  Mahidpore. 

4.  I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list.  No.  2,  of  the 
criminals  sentenced  to  transportation  beyond  seas;  these 
you  will  be  pleased  to  send  under  a  sufficient  guard  to 
Mhow,  where  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Malwa  Field 
Force,  will  be  requested  to  relieve  your  guard  by  one  from 
bis  Force,  and  to  forward  the  prisouers  to  Asseergbnr, 
from  whence  they  will  be  sent  to  Bombay. 

5.  The  prison  Brs^whosa  names  are  mentioned  in  list 
No.  3,  whohave  been  sentenced  to  confinement  for  differ- 
ent periods,  yon  will  be  pleased  to  retain  in  custody, 
together  with  the  evidences,  until  further  orders. 

(Signed)     J.  STEWART,  Ac^Beaident. 
Indort  Rttidtnty,  Camp,  Vtth  Dm,  1829. 
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To  M.  AINSLIE,  EsQUiRB, 

Agent  to  the  Governor  Gentral,  Bundelcund. 
pa.  Dtfi. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  traasmit  to  yoa  tfas 
enclosed  copies  of  a  Di^iatch  from  the  Acting  Resident 
at  Indore  relative  to  the  apprehension  of  a  gang  of  Tfaugs, 
and  of  the  iostrnctions  which  have  been  issued  to  Major 
Stewart  in  reply,  and  to  desire  that  yoa  vill  put  yonr- 
seif  in  commoDication  with  that  Officer  on  the  several 
points  (herein  stated,  and  use  yonr  best  endeavoors  to 
secnre  the  individoals  faelongiDg  to  the  gang,  who  are 
yet  at  large. 

2.  Yoa  are  hereby  anthorized  to  offer  the  rewards  for 
the  i^prebension  of  the  leaders,  specified  in  my  letter  to 
M^or  Stewart.  The  Governor  General  in  Coancil 
desires  to  leave  to  yonr  own  jadgment  and  discretion 
the  adoption  of  whatever  conrse  may  appear  to  yoa  to  be 
best  suited  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  end  desired. 

3.  Copies  of  this  letter  and  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  Acting  Resident  at  Indore  will  he  sent  to  the 
Agent  to  the  Governor  General  in  Saugor  and  the 
Narbodda  Territories  for  his  informatian,  and  a  commani' 
cation  will  be  made  from  the  Judicial  Department  to  the 
several  Jndges  and  Magistrates  in  those  Districts  in 
which  the  Tbags  have  occasionally  been  apprehen'ded, 
instrncting  them  to  correspond  with  yoa  on  the  occasion 
of  any  person  being  hereafter  apprehended  as  Tfangg, 
vhen  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  evidence  of  the  five  Tbogs 
who  have  turned  informers,  may  prove  nsefal  in  the  con- 
viction of  the  parties  accused. 

(Signed)        G.  SWlNTON, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Govtrnment. 
Fort  WilUam,  aOd  Oct.  1639. 
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APPENDIX    X. 


Deposition  of  Amanoolah  Phansigar,  admitted  to  give 
evidence,  a  Musselman,  age  about  50  years. 

I  am  one  of  the  gang  of  PhanBigars  dot  in  confine- 
ment, and  with  my  aiaociatfls  was  stopped  in  the  month 
of  Rysak  last,  at  the  viliage  Dekola,  aboat  7  or  8  ooas 
northward  of  Bbeelwarab,  as  we  were  returning  to  oor 
homes  in  Hindaoatan.  At  this  place  a  party  of  8  or  10 
borsemeo  came  upon  as  and  said  that  Captain  Eortbwiok 
having  heard  that  we  were  canning  Opinm  out  of  Mali* a, 
had  sent  them  to  stop  ns.  On  bearing  this  oor  minds 
wero  relieved  from  suspicion  or  fear  that  the  object  of 
the  horsemen  was  any  other  than  what  it  professed  to 
be,  or  had  any  reference  to  oar  habits  and  parsnits. 
We  readily  consented  therefore  to  return  to  Bbeelwarab 
with  the  horsemen,  who,  we  tboDgbt,  woald  of  coarse 
allow  ns  to  depart  after  searching  as  and  finding  we  had 
no  Opinm.  After  oar  arrival  there  we  learnt  the  true 
cause  of  oar  being  arrested,  not  however  before  the 
authorities  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  joined  in  aid 
of  the  horsemen  to  secnre  as  and  prevent  oor  escape. 
We  of  coarse  loudly  protested  our  innocence,  affirming 
oar  readiness  to  he  taken  before  Captain  Bortbwick, 
where  we  should  clear  onrselres  to  that  gentleman's 
satisfaction  of  the  accusations  which  the  horsemen  cast 
apoa  ns  of  being  Tfaags  and  Pfaansigars ;  at  the  same 
time  urging  the  great  inconvenience  we  woald  anjastly 
be  subjected  to,  if  obliged  on  such  nnfounded  suspicion, 
to  retrace  oar  steps  to  Jawrah.  To  these  protestations 
of  ianooenoe  Oomrao  Jemadar  (prisoner)  added  that  be 
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had  an  Eagliih  passport,  and  that  if  the  horaenoen  per- 
sisted in  detaining  ns  they  would  bring  themselves  into 
difficalty.  Seeing  that  the  horsemen  were  deaf  to  alt 
oar  entreaties  and  threaU,  I  became  alarmeil,  and  as  the 
only  chance  that  appeared  to  me  of  saving  my  own  life, 
determined  to  confess  the  trntb,  and  to  make  a  fall  and 
trne  disclosare  of  oar  bahits  and  acts.  I  accordingly 
vent  immediately  to  the  biwsemen  and  offered,  on  assar* 
once  of  my  life  b^ng  spared,  to  make  a  faithful  avonat 
of  all  oar  doings.  I  received  the  assurance  I  required, 
on  which  I  confessed  to  them  that  ire  were  aotaallj  the 
Phanaigars  they  suspected  as  to  be*  From  that  mo- 
meot  they  kept  me  separate  from  my  companions,  and 
now  that  the  assurance  of  pardon  has  been  repeated  to 
me,  my  miad  is  at  ease,  and  I  shall  not  withhold  ttie 
disclosare  of  one  single  act  that  has  been  committed 
by  myself  and  companions  since  I  became  a  confederate 
Fhansigar,  bnt  freely  and  fully  state  all  that  occurs 
to  my  memory  to  mention  :  1  have  been  connected  with 
these  Phansigars  for  about  two  years,  daring  which 
period  robbery  preceded  in  every  instance  by  the 
murder  Tif  the  iodividoals  robbed,  baa  been  our  mode 
of  life.  I  belong  properly  to  the  gang  of  Mandun 
Jemadar,  now  a  prisoner,  which  consists  chiefly  of  Mus- 
sulmans, and  is  called  the  Huaanlman  gang.  According 
to  the  custom  of  a!)  these  gangs  of  Phansigars  of 
proceeding  at  certain  seasons  to  distant  countries  in  quest 
of  plunder  (generally  after  the  rains)  our  Jemadar  Man- 
dun  having  collected  his  men,  set  oat  from  his  country  in 
Bnndlekund,  upon  an  excarsioa  of  that  nature,  at  that 
season  last  year.  Our  .coarse  was  sontbarly,  and  passing 
Dhnttea,  on  our  sixth  stage,  we  came  to  the  banks  of  a 
Nollah,  where  there  was  a  good  deal  of  jangle.  Tliere 
a  Unaanlmap  traveller,  on  his  way  to  Baroda,  who  called 
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himselfaHoolaL,  was  prevuledapoD  tojoin  as.  Shorlljr 
afterwards  every  thin^  being;  arraaged,  he  was  mnrdered 
and  his  property  plaodered.  A  Koran  was  found  apoa 
him,  which  to  avoid  detection,  we  bnrnt.  There  was 
besides  a  tabada,  and  a  straight  donble  edged  sword,  both 
of  which  are  amongst  the  things  seized  npoQ  ns ;  other 
things  of  trifling  vaine,  belonging  to  this  Mnssaiman,  fell 
into  oar  hands.  This  was  the  first  act  we  oommitted ; 
»{tiT  which  we  pnrsaed  oar  coarse,  and  withont  falling 
in  with  any  thing  farther,  arrived  at  Oogein.  FromOogeia 
we  proceeded  to  Baroda,  by  the  asnal  stages,  withont  com- 
mitting any  murder  or  robbery  on  the  way,  with  only  one 
exception,  abont  five  coss  from  the  latter  town.  This 
was  npon  the  persons  of  a  barber  and  byragy,  who  fell 
into  onr  hands  at  the  stage.before  we  reached  Baroda, 
and  were  murdered  a  short  time  after  night  set  in.  A 
red  wootten  cloth  jacket,  now  among  the  things  taken 
npon  as,  and  a  tattoo  also  present,  (the  other  evidences 
do  not  oonfirm  this  of  the  tattoo  belonging  to  the  barber,) 
fell  into  onr  bands.  What  was  found  npon  the  byragy,  I 
do  not  now  remember.  The  next  day  we  arrived  at 
Baroda,  and  there  fonnd  a  band  of  our  brethren,  consist- 
ing of  twenty-five  men  under  their  leader,  a  Brahmin  and 
an  inhabitant  of  Etawah.  This  Brahmin  and  Mnndan 
(prisoner)  onr  JTemadar  coDSOlting  together  agreed  that 
the  two  bands  sfaonld  unite  and  act  conjointly.  We  ac- 
cordingly tefl  Baroda  together,  and  after  traversing  difier- 
ent  parts  of  Gnzerat  returned  to  Baroda,  empty  handed. 
A  day  or  so  after  onr  retnrn  to  Baroda,  Oomrao  Sing 
Jemadar  (prisoner),  Makhun  Jemadar  (prisoner),  and 
Bnttyram  Jemadar,  with  their  bands,  arrived,  and  the  day 
after  that  the  Brahmin  with  his  band  set  oat  on  his  return 
to  Hiadostan.    We  having  hitherto  been  aosaccessfol 
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determined  to  remain  some  time  loader  and  try  onr  for- 
tune in  conjnnction  with  the  parties  just  arrived,  and 
aocordingly  joined  them.  Onr  united  bands  after  this 
left  Baroda,  and  having  obtained  intelligence  from  onr 
sconts  of  four  trareirera  with  property,  we  went  in  pareait 
of  them,  and  coming  np  to  tbem  near  an  English  canlon- 
nent,  murdered  them,  bat  were  mach  disappointed  to  find 
that  they  were  only  poor  itone-c otters  without  a  rnpee 
npon  them,  onr  sconts  having  been  deceived  by  the  bandies 
•f  tools  which  they  carried.  After  this  we  returned  t« 
Baroda,  where  after  halting  a  day  or  two  it  was  determin* 
ed  that  we  shoald  return  to  onr  homes.  We  accordingly 
left  Baroda,  and  made  a  stAge  of  about  three  or  fonr  coss, 
where  a  Hadjac  (pilgrim)  met  wiUi  his  fate  at  onr  hands. 
Onr  next  act  wag  the  murder  of  two  Besattiet.  AAer 
tbem-twemen  whom  I  heard  were  Rntbans,  and  at  a  stage 
•r  two  from  that  where  ■  the  Ratbans  met  their  fate,  ws 
fell  in  with  one  or  two  palankeen  bearers,  with  two  womea 
and  a  child,  all  of  whom  we  murdered  in  the  jangle  and 
took  their  property.  After  this  four  Mnsnlmans  with 
U ynas  fell  into  onr  hands  and  were  mordered.  It  was 
I  think  at  this  stage  where  we  halted  a  day  and  settled  a 
division  of  property,  after  which  we  resumed  our  route, 
and  near  to  Rutlan  effected  cur  designs  npon  fire  mer- 
shunts,  who  had  become  the  i^ect  of  them  from  the  last 
stage  or  so.  We  passed  Butlam,  few  or  none  of  us  enter- 
ing the  town,  and  stopped  near  a  village  to  the  north  of 
it  at  a  byragy's  shrine,  where  we  made  a  good  meal,  barings 
killed  three  sheep  for  the  purpose.  Having  finished  oor 
meal  we  took  the  road  again  without  resting,  and  halted 
at  a  village  to  the  west  of  Jawrah,  having,  to  avoid  that 
place,  stnick  off  the  high  road.  On  onr  second  stage 
iron  this  we  passed  a  large  town  (Unadesore)  oo  the 
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baok  of  a  river  vitbont  stoppiog,  after  pDrcbKBiDg:  at>> 
ghee,  &c.  for  odf  meal  at  the  end  of  the  day's  journey, 
aad  hailed  at  a  Bewlee  where  there  was  a  large  bar  tree 
on  the  road  side  and  oear  a  village,  the  gate  or  door  of 
which  wag  of  red  oolonr.  Here  a  trereller,  a  HassalmaB 
1  believe,  who  I  was  told  was  a  Telinga,  fell  into 
our  bands,  and  was  murdered.  He  had  a  tsUoo  which 
we  set  lose,  but  betides  this  I  anderstood  that  little 
or  nothing  was  foand  upon  him.  On  oar  jonmey  next 
BorDiog  Jemadar  Rnttyram,  with  twenty  or  thirty  raeoi 
was  sent  in  charge  of  some  tattoos  laden  with  plsader, 
to  onr  conntry  in  Uindoatan,  while  we  proceeded  by 
NeemotA  and  Mewar,  and  that  ronte  in  order  to 
pick  np  more.  A.  few  coss  beyond  Neemncb,  fear 
travellers,  apparently  Poorbies  (soldiers  from  the  Qaagea), 
fell  into  oar  power  and  were  there  mardered.  Of  the  ' 
amount  or  description  of  property  acqaired  on  tlii' 
occasion  1  am  nnable  to  speak.  Beyond  this  two  or 
three  stages  at  a  village  called  Gongar,  a  Spirit  dealer, 
who  was  proceeding  I  heard  to  Cawopore,  was  mardered 
and  stripped  of  bis  property.  A  few  Knldar  rnpees 
were  fonnd  open  him,  and  a  Hoondee  which  was  bnrnt. 
A.  small  hooka  belonging  to  him  fell  into  my  bands  and 
is  DOW  in  my  possession.  About  twelve  oou  farther  at 
the  village  of  Sanganoar  where  we  halted,  weformed  ao 
acquaintance  with  four  travellers,  apparently  shopkeepert, 
end  thoogh  we  bad  prevailed  upon  them  to  join  oar 
company,  no  proper  opportnnity  offered  that  night  for 
execatiog  onr  designs  upon  them.  Our  purpose  however 
was  effected,  as  they  aooompanied  ns  oa  the  joarney  early 
next  morning,  and  their  clothes  and  property  Cell  into  ear 
hands,  but  of  what  these  consisted  I  am  ignorant,  Om: 
apprehension  following  a  day  or  two  after  this,  so  farther 
act  was  committed  by  us. 
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Cross  examined. 

There  may  have  been  other  acta  of  mnrder  and 
robbery  committed  by  the  gang  io  cogtody  since  ire  left 
onr  conntry ;  on  the  present  expedition,  besides  Uiose 
aboTe-meotioned,  I  have  aDreservedly  disclosed  all  of 
which  I  have  any  knowledge,  and  accordinjf  to  the  recol- 
lection I  have  of  them.  The  present  is  the  spcond 
expedition  that  has  been  made  by  the  PhaoBigars,  and 
in  which  I  have  been  since  I  joined  them.  The  first 
took  place  immediately  after  the  rains  preceding  the  last, 
(after  the  rains  of  1826)  aod  proceeded  to  the  Dekhon. 
We  passed  throogh  Candeish,  visited  Anrnngabad, 
Poena  and  Hyderabad,  and  after  traversing  those 
quarters  retarned  with  considerable  plunder  acquired  by~ 
the  perpetration  of  acts  similar  to  those  committed  on  the 
present  expedition.  1  can  point  oat  the  spots  where 
most  of  the  above-mentioned  murders  were  committed, 
partioolarly  those  more  recently  perpetrated  as  being 
more  fresh  in  my  reoollection.  My  connection  with  the 
Phansigarft.  arose  from  the  marriage  of  my  two  danghters 
with  fihnggy  and  Nuggoo.  two  of  the  gang,  and  brothers 
of  Hejra  alias  Rnttyram,  one  of  the  Jemadars.  Bhoggy 
was  one  of  those  who  was  detached  with  Rnttyram. 
Nnggoo  did  not  aocompany  ns  hot  remained  at  home  to 
attend  to  the  onltivation  of  some  land.  I  can  identify  tho 
persons  of  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  and  speak  to  the 
offices  which  many  of  them  osnally  perform  in  the  gang, 
also  the  names  by  which  many  of  them  are  known,  bnt  as 
it  is.  frequently  the  case  that  one  person  nsea  different 
names,  individoala  may  be  known  to  mebyooename, 
and  to  others  by  a  different  one.  I  do  not  know  the 
proper  name  of  the  Brahmin  leader  of  the  gang  we  fonnd 
at  Baroda  on  oar  arrival  there,  bnt  as  well  as  I  recollect 
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h«  ma  generally  called  Lata  :  aome  of  his  band  remained 
behind  with  na.  The  band  I  belonged  to,  that  is 
Mandnn's  band,  is  a  branch  of  tbe  gangs  ofOomrao 
■ad.MakhaOj  who  are  the  principal  leaders  of  the  Thags 
from  the  conntries  about  Jhansy,  Dhottia,  Sompter, 
Paphon,  Falir,  and  other  quarters  in  Bnndlecund.  t 
cannot  speak  as  to  the  exact  nnmber  of  Thugs  which 
they  conld  collect,  bnt  from  what  I  have  aoea  daring  two 
years  that  X  have  been  associated  with  them,  300  is 
about  the  nnmber  that  baa  proceeded  each  season  on 
predatory  excnrsiona.  These  have  separated  into 
smaller  parties,  and  set  ont  on  their  excursions  at  differ- 
ent intervals,  anitiog  again  when  they  meet,  or  keeping 
separate  aa  it  may  be  considered  advisable.  I  am  a 
Mussulman,  am  about  50  years  of  age,  and  before  I 
joined  tbe  Thugs  followed  the  occupation  of  elephant 
keeper  in  the  service  of  the  Raja  of  Jalone.  In  Jalone  I 
lived  for  many  years,  but  am  a  native  of  Singy  Rampoora. 
Hoodesore  is  the  name  of  the  large  town  we  passed, 
and  witbont  stopping  proceeded  four  or  five  coss  further 
to  a  lai^e  bnr  tree  and  well,  where  a  traveller  fell  into 
oar  hands  and  was  mnrdered.  I  did  not  at  the  time 
know  the  name  of  the  town  having  never  before  been  in 
this  qaarter  bat  have  since  learnt  it.  This  murder  was 
tbe  &rst  aa  far  aa  I  am  aware  that  was  committed  after 
that  of  the  Merchant  and  his  attendants  to  tbe  southward 
of  Bntlam.  As  on  the  present,  I  belonged  on  the  former 
excursion  to  Oomrao's  gang,  which  then  left  Bnndlecaud 
a  few  days  before  Makhun  set  oat  with  hia.  Oui^  course 
on  that  occasion  was  directed  to  the  Dekbun,  and  we 
arrived  in  that  qaarter  before  any  thing  considerable  fell 
into  our  hands.  On  the  way  several  acts  were  perpe- 
trated as  well  on  the  persons  of  single  travellers  as  small 
parties  of  two  or  three,  bat  all  yielding  triOing  advantage; 
3  B 
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bat  in  the  OekhoD  iDformatioD  was  brought  by  onr  spies 
of  treasnre  passing  through  the  couatrj  oo  Angriahs, 
Trhicb  indaced  Oomrao  to  take  a  select  band  ofabont 
thirty  mea  and  go  after  it,  directing  the  remainder 
of  his  gang  to  retnua  in  the  neighboarhobd  of  the 
place  where  we  then  were,  nntil  be  rejoined  os,  I 
was  not  with  Oomrao  on  this  occasion,  bat  heard  from 
the  party  when  he  rejoined  as  that  they  bad  made  a 
long  and  expeditions  march  of  abont  eighteen  cois 
before  they  came  up  witb  the  Angnahs,  that  after  they 
met  tbem  they  soon  succeeded  in  murderiog  them,  and 
possessing  themselves  of  (he  treasure  concealed  on  their 
persons,  wbicb  turned  out  to  be  a  very  large  snni.  It 
consisted  of  Gold  in  bars,  Poollies,  and  Mohars,  and 
amounted,  as  well  as  1  remember,  to  aboat  30,000  rupees. 
Makbnn  Jemadar  was  in  the  same  quarter  at  that  Ume, 
and  some  of  his  men  were  present  with  Oomrao  at  tfae 
seizing  of  tbe  treasure ;  but  I  remember  there  was  some 
quarrelling  about  the  division  of  it,  from  Makbun  and 
his  men  not  being  allowed  to  share  in  equal  proportion 
with  Oomrao  and  bis.  I  cannot  say  that  Makhan  him- 
self was  present.  Mandun  Jemadar  is  only  the  leader 
of  tbe  gang  I  belong  to  in  conjunction  witb  Heera  Jema- 
dar, who  is  properly  speaking  the  principal.  Heera 
escaped  at  the  time  we  were  apprehended  at  Dekhola. 
The  names  of  the  different  men  composing  this  gang, 
their  places  of  abode,  caste,  age  as  far  as  I  can  compate 
it,  and  occupations  in  tbo  gang,  are  :— 

(X)  Heera,  escaped. — Ileera,  casteMassulman,ageaboDt 
35  years,  inhabitant  of  Kisbaypnr  Burwa  Sagnr.  He 
is  the  principal  leader  of  tbe  gang,  and  when  occasion 
requires  assists  with  his  own  hands  in  strangling  tra- 
vellers or  persons  attacked.  He  nied  formerly  to 
accompany  his  father  and  brother,  but  on  the  present 
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occasioD  lie  came  htmself  as  the  principal  leader  of  Ihe 
gwg.  It  is  I  thiak  tlie  first  lime  that  lie  came  as  a 
leader.  His  father  died  some  years  ago,  and  bis  brother 
is  ia  coofiaemeDt  at  Jabnipore.  This  person  (in  con- 
finement at  Jabnipore)  is  not  Ueera's  proper  brother 
bat  is  called  so.  Bhiiggy,  who  is  married  to  one  of  my 
daaghtera,  is  a  full  brother  of  Heera's. 

(3)  Goolaui,  in  Saugor,  escaped.* — Caste  Maisalman, 
iababitaat  of  Kisbny,  age  abont  30  years.  His  occapa- 
tion  was  to  carry  away  the  bodies  of  the  persons  strangled, 
also  to  dig  holes  for  them.     He  escaped  at  Dekhola. 

(5)  Tijna,  tscaped.f — Caste Hassulman,  aboot  30  years 
of  age,  inhabitant  of  Kiahoy,  employment  digging  holes 
for  the  bodies  and  carrying  them  away.  He  escaped  at 
Sekboia. 

(6)^oonoan,escap<(f.— Caste  Massalmaa,  age  25  years, 
ioLabitant  of  Kisbny,  be  ia  brother  to  Bnksha  (prisoner), 
employment  digging  holes  for  the  bodies  and  carrying 
them  away  after  being  strangled.     Escaped  at  Dekhola. 

(14)  Puncham,  escopsff.-— Caste  Maseulman,  age  35 
years,  inhabitant  of  Kishny,  employment  one  of  the 
Btranglers,  alsodiggiog  holes  for  the  bodies.  He  escaped 
at  Dekhola. 

(16)  Bkufffftf,  eacaped.X — Caste  Mussalmao,  comes  from 
Kisbny,  33  years  of  age,  detached  with  Rnttyram  before 
the  gang  was  seized,  strangler. 

(17)  Maunihojt,  in  Saugor  Jail,  escaped.— Caste  Mns- 
anlmao,  age  25  years,  strangler.  He  comes  from  near 
Kishny. 

*  He  H  Kind  ftod  in  tbe  Skagw  jtH^Joangl;  bratbtr  of  Hcen  Mat. 

t  Seiied  Mid  in  the  Sugar  jsiL 
t  Seiied  Bod  in  tbe  fisOKOi  jsil. 
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Extract  from  the  Dtpontion  of  Khaimraj  Phantigar, 
admitted  to  give  evidence,  catt  Lokar,  age  aJtout  60 
yeara* 

I  was  seized  in  the  month  of  Byiack  Iftst  by  a  party  of 
horsemeo  at  the  village  of  Dekhola  in  Mewar,  along  with 
my  companions  who  form  the  gang  of  Phaniigars  and 
Thags  now  in  confinement,  of  which  gang  I  am  one. 
The  horsemen  when  they  came  to  as  Bud  they  were  sent 
with  orders  to  stop  ns  on  information  that  we  had  Opiam, 
and  that  wemnst  therefore  retara  with  them  to  Bheelwa- 
rah  to  be  searched.  Seceired  by  this  sabterfuge  (as 
we  soon  fonnd  it  to  be)  we  readily  accompanied  them  to 
that  town  withoat  fear  or  apprehension  of  any  mischance 
befalling  ns.  In  this,  however,  we  were  soon  nndeceived ; 
for  shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Bheelwarah  the  horsemen 
openly  accnsed  as  of  being  Phansigars,  saying  that 
Captain  Borthwick  had  received  positive  information  to 
that  effect,  and  they  had  in  conseqaence  been  sent  by 
that  gentleman  to  take  ns  into  custody.  The  people  of 
the  place  had  previously  joined  in  aid  of  the  horsemen  to 
prevent  onr  escape  and  we  had  nothing  for  it  bat  to  sob- 
mit  to  our  fate ;  some  individaals  of  the  gang  taking  alarm 
on  the  first  appearance  of  the  horsemen  ran  off  and 
escaped,  bat  with  the  exception  of  them,  and  a  party  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty  who  were  some  time  before  sent  to 
find  their  way  home  with  the  plunder  we  had  then  acqair- 
ed,  by  a  more  direct  route  than  the  main  body  intended 
to  take,  the  whole  of  the  individnals  who,  for  the  last  few 
months,  have  formed  this  gang  are  now  here  in  confine- 
ment. From  Bheelwarah  we  were  brought  to  Jowrah, 
the  people  of  the  town  and  villages  on  the  way  joining 
the  horsemen  as  they  had  done  at  that  place,  by  which 
means  we  have  been  bronght  here  in  safe  onstody.    It 
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is  not  nsnal  with  persons  of  oar  cbaracter  when  appre- 
hended to  make  disclosures  from  iDtimidatioa  or  the 
application  of  severities,  aad  I  should  never  have  made 
confession  had  such  a  coarse  been  resorted  to  with  me, 
indeed  I  was  firmly  resolved  to  keep  silent,  bnt  fiodingf 
that  two  or  three  of  my  companions  had  already  told  all, 
and  had  pointed  out  the  spots  and  bodies  of  the  different 
individuals  whom  we  had  murdered  during  the  last  few 
days  previous  to  oar  being  seized,  I  considered  it  would 
be  very  foolish  in  me  to  abide  by  such  a  resolution,  par- 
ticularly when  I  found  I  might  probably  save  my  life  by 
a  full  and  true  confession,  while  remaining  silent  would 
not  avail  me  or  any  of  my  companions  any  thing.  I 
therefore  now  come  forward  to  disclose  fully  and  truly 
all  that  I  koow  regarding  the  Phansigars  and  Thogs, 
and  what  has  been  done  by  them  since  the  time  that  I 
have  belonged  to  tbem,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  and 
recollection  of  deeds  and  incidents  will  serve  me. 

The  fact  is  that  the  gang  of  Phansigars  now  in  custody 
is  composed  of  men  from  the  Bundleound  quarter. 
Hakhnn  Jemadar  (prisoner),  and  hia  party  are  inhabi' 
tants  of  Sillanee  Punbaree,  in  the  Porgnooah  of  Snmptre. 
Oomrao  Sing  Jemadar  (prisoner),  and  his  party  come 
from  the  village  Mullaitra,  Purgnnnab  Palir,  and  different 
villages  in  that  Pnrgunnab.  Mundno,  another  Jemadar 
(prisoner),  and  his  party,  all  Massulmaas,  come  from  the 
village  Mote  and  tbereaboots,  in  the  Jbansee  Pnrgunnah. 
My  immediate  superior  Brikbhan  Daffadar,  also  comes 
from  the  village  Mote.  I  am  an  inhabitant  of  Mullaitra, 
and  for  the  last  four  years  have  been  on  intimate  footing 
with  Oomrao  Sing  and  his  party,  but  it  was  not  until  the 
last  year  that  I  aotnally  joined  them,  and  accompanied 
them  on  the  present  excursion.  Previous  to  setting  ont 
npon  it,   Makhoa  Jemadar  and  Dirkpal  Snbadar,  (the 
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leader  of  another  gang)  with  their  g&aga  or  parties,  toge- 
ther  with  Oomrao  Sing's  party,  assembled  at  Oomrao's 
renidence  at  Mollaitra  and  the  netghboorfaoad,  wbea 
Dirkpal  and  Mandan  Jemadar  vith  their  gang,  that  is, 
the  Brabmin  and  Mnssnlman  gangs,  as  their  parties  were 
naiially  designated^  preceded  Oomrao  Sing  and  Mukhnn 
fifteen  or  twenty  days,  when  the  latter  followed  with 
theirs.  To  these  parties  I  belonged,  bat  more  properly 
to  that  of  Oomrao  Sing.  Of  their  acts  and  proceedings 
therefore  all  in  which  they  have  been  concerned  since  I 
have  been  associated  with  them,  I  speak  from  personal 
knowledge.  Oar  first  stage  from  Mullaitra  was  three 
coss  near  to  Jhandee.  The  next  10  or  12 :  the  third 
about  the  same  to  the  Khar  Ghant  Three  stages  more 
brought  ns  to  Seronge,  where,  on  the  night  of  oor  arrival, 
we  murdered  a  traveller  who  had  taken  up  his  quarters 
at  the  same  place  that  we  did,  namely,  the  Pondwaakee 
Banlee.  The  next  morning  we  continned  our  journey 
without  doing  any  thing.  The  stage  following,  about  the 
middle  of  it,  we  came  to  a  river  where  we  fonad  four 
Sepoys  cooking  their  meal,  whom,  after  makii^  arrange- 
ments for  the  purpose,  we  murdered  and  possessed  our- 
selves of' their  property.  This  occupied  some  time,  and 
was  not  egected  without  difficulty :  when  the  Sepoys  saw 
ns  they  seemed  to  have  entertained  sospicion  of  as ;  for 
liaving  in  a  hurried  manner  got  through  their  meal,  they 
quickly  commenced  their  journey  and  stopped  at  a  village 
a  short  distance  from  the  river  where  our  spies  followed 
tbem  and  saw  them  fairly  lodged.  We  halted  at  another 
village  at  a  short  distance  from  the  one  they  were  at, 
and  at  nigbt  sent  a  select  party  to  effect  oar  object.  The 
Sepoys  commenced  tbeir  journey  the  next  morning,  fol- 
lowed by  our  party,  who,  watching  their  opportunity,  when 
at  a  distance  from  any  village,  fell  upw  them  and  mur- 
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dered  Ihem  as  lh«y  were  goin^  along  the  road  ;  one  of  the 
Sepoys  who  innst  at  the  moment  have  perceired  the  design 
of  the  party,  from  his  extraordiaary  efforts  to  save  his 
life,  got  away  a  few  paces  and  raised  bis  spear  in  bis 
defence,  bathe  was  instantly  orerpowered  and  murdered 
also;  two  thonsand  rupees  was  the  amoant  of  plunder 
obtained  an  this  occasion.  The  same  stage,  and  as  we 
were  resting  at  no  distance  from  where  the  Sepoys  bad 
jast  met  their  fate,  (having  come  np  with  the  party  who 
had  effected  that  deed)  a  party  of  fonr  *Rasdharies  joined 
ns.  We  spoke  kindly  to  them,  promising  to  bear  their 
Ras  at  oar  halting  place,  and  to  give  them  a  rapee  for 
their  performance :  they  were  persnaded  to  accompany 
and  take  np  their  quarters  at  the  same  place  we  did,  a 
well  known  temple  and  Bonlee  near  to  fihopaal,  where 
at  night  we  mnrdered  them  mid  pUndered  them  of  all 
they  had,  which  was  something  about  forty  or  fifty  rupees ; 
there  is  a  fMeerdung  among  tbe  things  which  were  found 
in  OUT  possessioD,  when  we  were  seized  by  the  horsemen, 
which  belonged  to  these  Rasdbaries.  After  this  our  next 
stage  was  to  the  Powa  Nalah,  a  short  distance  from  Bho- 
paul,  where  we  madea  division  of  the  ploader  which  we  had 
acquired,  and  after  having  settled  each  person's  share  we 
sent  four  of  oar  comrades  to  oar  country  with  what  re- 
mained surplus  to  our  immediate  necessities,  and  settled 
that  they  should  rejoin  ns  somewhere  in  the  neigbbaurhood 
of  lodore.  The  nest  morning,  about  a  coss  on  our  way, 
we  met  a  gang  of  fellow  Fhanstgars  returning  to  Bondel' 
cnnd  from  an  excursion  which  they  had  set  out  upon  two 
or  three  months  before  ;  they  were  chie6y  MnsulmaDS,  and 
l»etween  twenty  and  twenty^five  in  number :  when  we  met 

•  strolling  Acton,  wbe  ncitc  ind  e^ibit  the  bistor}  ud  nploit«  of 
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them  they  were  following  two  water-carriers  vhh  a  bnDocIc, 
whom  they  had  formed  designs  apon.  For  the  sake  of 
friendship  and  to  admit  as  to  share  in  the  booty  that  mi^t 
be  acquired  from  the  water-cairiers,  they  invited  some  of 
our  men  to  join  them.  Accordingly  Omrao  Singh  sentfoar 
men  with  them  who  rejoined  us  the  third  or  fourth  day 
afterwards,  bringing  with  them  as  onr  share  of  tlie  pland^ 
a  Tuslah  or  brass  pot,  a  Saree  and  the  Baliock,  all  which 
was  given  over  to  Omrao.  We  were  now  fonr  or  five 
shoit  stages  to  the  west  of  Bhopaul.  When  preparitig  to 
leave  the  village  we  had  halted  at  daring  the  night,  two 
Brahmins  arrived  who  had  come  from  the  Poonafa  quarter, 
■nd  were  going  they  said  to  Hindostan.  Finding  by  our 
spies  that  they  had  property,  we  pretended  that  we  were 
also  going  to  Hindostan  and  prevailed  upon  them  to  join 
oar  company  and  go  along  with  as.  They  accordingly  pat 
up  with  us  outside  of  the  village,  and  in  tlie  evenings, 
taking  the  opportunity  which  then  offered  for  accomplish- 
ing oar  purpose,  we  murdered  them  and  took  their  proper- 
ty, the  amount  of  which  I  cannot  exactly  state,  but  some 
gold  and  one  or  tn^o  Hoondies  were  found  upon  tbem, 
tlie  latter  were  bomt.  The  next  morning  we  left  the 
place  and  proceeded  two  stages  without  acquiring  any 
thing.  Oar  third  stage  was  to  Ragoghur  (in  the  Dewasa 
Purgnnnah).  We  there  took  up  our  quarters  in  a  tope 
near  the  village.  In  the  course  of  the  day  oar  spies  form- 
ed an  acquaintance  with  a  SabaJar  of  Telingies,  (Sepoys  of 
tile  Company's  army)  who  with  two  Sepoys,  had  arrived 
there,  and  taken  op  their  lodgings  in  the  bazar  of  the 
villc^.  Onr  spies  so  imposed  apon  them  that  tbey  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  quit  the  bazar  and  encamp  along  with 
OS  outside.  In  the  early  part  of  the  evening  a  party  of 
our  people,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  fell  upon  tbem  and 
murdered  them.    I  cannot  spe^  to  the  amount  of  money 
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aad  property  fonsd  npon  them,  bnt  I  saw  two  Md 
jaoketB  and  two  Sepoy's  caps  whicb  belonged  to  tbem,  be- 
sides a  pony,  (bay  colour)  now  amongst  tbose  seised  with 
nil  and  three  ballooks,  fell  into  our  bands.  Tbe  Snbadar  and 
the  two  Sepoys  we  nnderatood,  had  come  from  some  Can> 
tonmeDtand  were  proceeding  to  Hind oostsn  on  leave.  Tbe 
caps  and  tbe  jackets  were  bamt  asd  tbe  bnllooks  dtsposed 
of  some  days  afterwards  in  the  bazar  at  Dhar.  A.  chatta 
which  belonged  to  tbe  Snbadar  is  amongst  the  things  seis^ 
ed  npon  ds  when  we  were  apprehended.  Here  also  and 
on  the  same  night  on  which  we  mnrdered  the  Snbadar  and 
Sepoys,  a  man  of  the  *Kackee  tribe,  who  bad  come  from 
the  oantosment  of  Hhow  and  taken  np  bis  qnarten  with 
OS,  was  mnrdered  and  his  property  plundered.  Four 
mpees  in  money,  a  tbalee  and  a  lotab  was  found  apon  hin. 
Tbe  tope  where  all  this  was  done  be4ng  we  ftoogbt  too 
near  the  riliage,  we  bad  the  four  mnrdemd  bodies  conveyed 
a  short  distance,  abont  J  of  a  ooss,  aad  buried.  The  next 
day  we  proceeded  by  tbe  cantonment  of  Mbow  bnt  with- 
out stopping  there,  and  baited  near  a  Tillage  at  a  good 
distance  from  it  ;  the  name  of  the  f\ate  I  do  not 
know,  but  remember  we  made  the  town  of  Dbtf  in-  ' 
foar  stages  from  Rngogbur.  Theta  (at  Dbw)  we  remained 
three  days  waiting  for  our  friends  who  were  absent,  name- 
ly, tbe  foar  who  were  sent  from  tbe  Pewa  Nahtb  to  oonrey 
to  onr  homes  tbe  ptonder  we  bad  then  acquired.  Thay, 
after  an  absence  of  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  days,  rejoin- 
ed ds  a  few  stages  beyond  IHiar,  we  having  loitered  aboot- 
aad  made  short  stages  to  admit  of  their  overtaking. as. 
Besides  them  four  others  were  left  behind  with  the  bal- 
loekfi  we  took  from  the  Snbadar  and  Sepoys,  who  ^so  at 
the  same  time  joined  ns,  having,  aa-l  have  already  said, 

<  CaHivstM  of  VtgeiM**. 
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>o1d  die  bullocks  in  the  Dhar  market  after  we  left  that' 
town.  From  the  time  we  left  Rngoghur  until  we  reached 
Dhar  we  had  done  nothing,  bat  after  oar  arrival  there  a 
Mnssnlman  who  came  from  Mhov  on  his  way  to  Baroda, 
was  persuaded  to  encamp  at  the  tope  along  with  as.  In 
the  evening,  or  shortly  after  night  fall,  he  met  with  his  fate 
at  oar  hands,  and  was  buried  near  the  spot  where  he  was 
mardered.  Having,  after  a  bait  of  three  days,  left  J>har 
for  Baroda,  we  proceeded  by  short  stages  until  as  I 
have  jnst  said  our  absent  friends  joined  us,  after  which  we 
quickened  oar  pace.  At  Bora  Uutty,  a  place  on  oar 
Toute,  so  called,  we  met  a  banker  attended  by  four 
Sepoys,  with  a  pony  and  a  ballocfc,  on  his  way  to  Baroda. 
The  Jemadars  and  all  our  people  by  the  most  pointed 
attention  and  civility  caltivated  the  banker's  acquaintance 
as  well  as  that  of  his  attendants,  the  Sepoys,  with  a  view 
to  the  saccess  of  oar  designs  upon  them,  still  we  had  to 
pl-oceed  three  or  fear  stages  in  their  company  before, 
these  were  carried  into  exeontion.  At  length  an  oppor- 
tunity offering,  he  and  his  attendants  were  murdered  and 
tiieir  property  plundered.  The  name  of  the  place  where 
tills  took  place  f  do  not  remember,  but  the  villag:e  bad  two 
or  three  shops  and  a  stream  of  water  flowed  past  it.  We 
set  the  banker's  bnllocks  loose  in  the  jaagle,  retaining^ 
the  pony,  which  was  with  us  until  we  arrived  at  Jowud 
(after  our  apprehension),  where  it  was  poisoned  through 
the  fear  that  l>eing  discovered  in  our  possession  it  might 
lead  to  our  detection,  for  we  understood  from  the  banker 
and^his  attendants  that  tbey  came  from  Ougien  or  Indore, 
I  forget  which,  and  it  was  tbosght  probable  that  some 
of  their  friends  or  relations  hearing  of  onr  apprehension 
woald  come  and  recognize  it.  From  the  place  where  the. 
banker  and  the  Sepoys  were  mardered,  tbree  moderate 
stages,  as  well  as  I  remember,  brought  as   to  Oodeypore, 
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Svbere  the  Riyah  resides.  Here  we  found  a  gentleman 
who  waa  on  his  way  to  Mhow  from  Bombay,  and  not 
reltskin^  to  he  seen  by  him  we  stodionly  kept  oat  of  his 
way.  The  next  morning  he  proceeded  on  his  way  to 
Mhow  accompanied  by  a  nomber  of  travellers  who  had 
sought  his  protection,  and  we  took  the  road  to  Baroda. 
At  a  village  the  foorth  or  6fth  stage  beyond  Oodeypore, 
we  met  witli  Dirkpal  Brahmin,  with  his  gang,  retaming 
from  Baroda.  They  passed  the  night  with  us,  and  the 
next  morning  contioaed  their  joamey  homewards  and 
we  oars  towards  Baroda.  We  proceeded  from  this  verjr 
leisDrely,  at  the  rate  of  little  more  than  a  cobs  or  two 
daily.  At  Uakney  we  halted  a  little  distance  from  the 
town,  and  it  happened  that  five  Telingies  (Company's 
Sepoys)  from  Bombay,  urived  there  the  same  day.  Oar 
spies  seeing  them,  brought  them  after  osing  macb  deceit- 
ful entreaty  and  many  false  pretences,  to  the  spot  where 
we  were.  In  the  evening  we  murdered  them  and  took 
their  property.  I  am  not  aware  of  all  the  more  trifling 
articles  of  clothes  and  brass  pots  that  were  taken,  but  re- 
member that  seven  small  bars  of  gold  and  some  rupees 
were  found  upon  them.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact 
number  of  the  rupees,  but  altogether  it  was  considered  a 
good  productive  job;  one  or  two  faoondiea  were  also  found 
upon  them,  and  a  pony  which  they  bad  was  set  loose  in 
the  jungle.  From  Makney  we  proceeded  in  the  same 
manner  aa  we  bad  done  for  some  days  previous,  slowly  and 
making  short  stages,  and  arrived  at  JDabhoy.  About  a 
COBB  from  this  town  we  met  a  Mussulman  and  Brahmin  .tra- 
velling together,  who  had  come  from  Dboolia  Mallygaam. 
Oar  usual  airtifices  were  practised  upon  tbem  with  success; 
they  halted  for  the  day  at  the  same  place  that  we  did,  and 
in  the  evening  were  murdered  and  their  property  plunder- 
ed.   They  bad  a  pony  laden  with  Opium,  besides  soma 
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braM  otessila  aad  otbar  articles  of  sinsU  VkIdb,  all  wfaiob 
fell  into  oar  bands.  The  Opinm  we  dispoied  of  at  Bnroda, 
vbere  we  proc^ded  tbe  next  day,  for  ooe  haodred  mpeea, 
ont  of  wblob  we  bad  to  give  tbe  Catwal  tventy-five  rupees 
mahsoaloa  tbe  sale.  We  bere  found  eighteen  Phaiuigara 
of  Uie  Hvflsalmao  gang,  vitb  tbeir  leaders  Mandan  Jema- 
dar (and  Heera's,  tbe  former  prisMierl  and  Amanoollah 
(evidence)  &e..  vbo  had  faeen  with  Uirkpal  and  his  parly, 
bat  not  satisfied  witb  what  they  had  got  remained  behind 
to  acquire  more  and  joined  Qs.  We  remained  at  Baroda 
three  days,  during  which  Makbun  Jemadar  (prisoner)  pur- 
chased different  articles,  clothes,  &o,  to  the  amont  of  abopt 
forty  rupees.  We  afterwards  proceeded  on  tbe  Baroaoh 
road.  For  the  first  four  or  five  days  following  oar  depar* 
tare  from  Baroda  nothing  fell  to  oar  hands.  We  were 
within  seven  coss  of  Baroaoh  when  the  day  of  the  Hooly 
featiTal  arrived,  wbioh  we  celebrated  with  dne  festivity, 
making  a  halt  for  that  purpose.  At  this  place  three 
trarelleFB,  two  UnsBulmaos  aod  a  Byragy  passing  the 
place  where  we  were,  were  seduced  into  our  power  and 
murdered,  bat  I  do  not  now  remMftber  what  amount  or 
description  of  property  was  found  upon  tbem.  From 
thence  we  stiaok  off  tbe  Baroaoh  road  end  proceeded 
npon  that  of  Joannggar  and  Dwarka,  and  leaving  tbe 
highway  made  several  stages  in  the  direction  of  these 
places  without  falling  in  with  any  thing,  in  tbe  coDrse  of 
which  several  fordafale  salt-water  inlets  crossed  oar  paths, 
and  one  which  cost  as  five  rupees  to  be  ferried  over.  As 
I  have  just  said,  fonr  or  five  atages  had  been  performttd 
vithont  any  thing  falling  into  ear  hands,  when  one  mar^ 
ng  as  we  arrived  at  Piblownd,  to  which  town  we  had 
been  steering  oar  cqnrse  i  tome  <^  onr  spies  who  had 
been  absent  on  the  look  ant  retmrned  with  acoonnts  that 
they  had  seen  four  travellers  proceeding  to  Baroda  with 
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ooiuiderab1«  property,  and  tbej  oalcolated  thai  thef  Tonld 
reaeh  Boroda  the  laiDe  nigbt  from  the  diitanoe  they  were 
when  oar  spies  left  them.  Onllearaingtbistweoty-Gve  men, 
tiie  stotttest  and  moit  active  of  the  gang;,  were  selected, 
asd  sent  in  pariuit  of  them,— the  rest  following  as  they  were 
able,  and  after  a  long  and  fatigaing  march  the  detaohed 
party  overtook  the  olyects  of  their  pursuit  a  short  distance 
from  a  oantonment  belonging  to  the  English,  and  after 
Bocompanying  them  a  little  way  felt  upon  and  mardered 
them  as  they  were  walking  along  the  road.  To  the  great 
disappointment  and  chagrin  of  ns  all,  no  property  was 
foond  apon  them,  for  they  tamed  ont  to  be  common  stone- 
ontters,  and  tbdr  tools  tied  in  bundles,  which  they  carried 
over  their  shoalders,  deceived  the  spies  ioto  the  sDpposi' 
tion  that  they  were  oarrying  treaanre.  The  next  day  the 
principal  part  of  the  gang  that  was  behind,  joined  the  party 
detaohed  on  this  job,  when  we  all  took  the  road  for  fioroda. 
At  one  of  our  stages,  and  near  where  we  had  stopped  for 
the  day,  some  horse  dealers  came  with  horses  and  took  op 
their  qnartert.  At  night  we  held  a  oonsnltation  to  mnrder 
them  and  seize  their  property,  which  we  were  only  deter- 
red from  doing  (thongh  there  were  fifteen  at  sixteen  in- 
olading  attendants)  by  the  diffienlty  of  disposing  of  the 
bodies  of  so  many  men  in  «a  open  and  frequented  coantry 
■nch  as  it  was  where  we  were.  In  devising  plans  to  get 
ovo^  this  difficulty,  so  maeh  of  the  night  had  passed  that 
we  considered  it  advisable  to  forego  oar  designs  upon  this 
party.  The  aaaie  night  thievee  came  amongst  as,  mid 
oarried  off  clothes  and  odier  things  from  Makhon  Jema- 
dar (prisoner).  From  this  we  prooeeded  te  Baroda,  and 
after  remainiig  there  a  day  «r  two  set  out  on  onr  return  to 
Hindostan.  At  ^  distance  of  abost  three  ooss  fn^ 
Bareda,  three  travellera  fell  htto  onr  liands  and  were  mar- 
deied.    I  do  not  reMenber  what  jvoperty  was  feimd 
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npon  them.  Oar  next  stage  was  to  wiAin  a  short 
distaoce  of  the  town  of  Dnbfaoy  vhere  four  men 
Bassaties  (pedlars)  with  three  poDJes  and  their  packs 
of  wares,  irhom  we  had  overtaken  oo  the  road,  were  pre- 
vailed upon  to  take  up  their  quarters  with  ds.  lathe 
evening  tfaej  were  murdered  and  plaodered,  their  wares 
consisted  of  varions  articles  of  trifling  raiae,  amoegst 
vfaich  were  a  quantity  of  cornelian  stones  cat  into  differ- 
ent forms,  serrotes  (beelle-nat  cotters,  coarse  scissors,) 
&o.  Suj.,  and  in  mooey  something  about  ten  or  twenty 
rupees  were  found  upon  them.  At  this  place  also  our 
spies  brought  three  men  to  our  resting  place  whom  they 
had  enticed  to  come  and  lake  ap  their  quarters  with  us, 
one  B  B;ragy.aad  the  other  two  having  the  appearance 
of  MasBulmans,  They  likewise  were  mardered  and 
their  bodies  stripped  of  what  was  upon  them  and  buried. 
Ibe  next  day  we  left  Dnbbo;  and  met  six  palankeen 
bearers  who  bad  been  in  service  at  Baroda,  and  were 
proceeding  to  their  country  in  Hindostan,  with  tbem  were 
two  women  and  two  children,  in  all  tea  persons.  We 
persuaded  them  to  join  as,  and  they  accordingly  proceed- 
ed along  with  as.  At  the  first  stage  they  took  up  tfaeir 
quarters  in  an  old  temple  in  the  village,  by  which  oifcnm- 
atonce  we  were  then  prevented  from  effecting  our  pur- 
pose upon  them  ;  on  the  way  the  next  moroiog,  in  the 
juDgle,  it  was  accomplished,  the  whole  were  murdered  and 
their  bodies,  after  beiog  stripped  of  every  thing,  were 
buried  a  short  distance  from  the  road.  On  this  occasion 
more  previous  arrangement  was  thooght  necessary  than 
was  usual  where  the  victims  were  fewer  in  number,  and 
as  it  was  resolved  to  dispatch  tbem  on  the  journey  while 
they  were  walking  along  in  our  company,  accordingly 
some  of  the  most  expert  hands  at  the  business  were  fixed 
upon  to  dispatoh  them.    And  a  party  whose  business  it 
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vas  in  tbe  gang  was  sent  on  before  to  prepare  graves  at-- 
a  cDDvenient  spot  for  the  bodies.  A  pony  and  pony 
mare  belonging  to  them  fell  into  onr  hands,  also  some 
omameDts  of  base  metal  were  taken  off  tbe  legs  of  tbe 
women,  with  neck  and  other  Biiver  ornaments  of  small 
valae;  besides  other  articles  were  fonnd  npon  them 
which  I  oannot  now  specify  :  from  thenoe  we  proceeded 
to  onr  ground  on  tbe  banks  of  a  river,  I  think  the  Mhye, 
and  encamped  Id  foar  separate  parties  near  to  a  village 
called  Fnttehpore— here  it  happened  that  foar  Massnl' 
man  travellerd  from  Bombay  on  their  way  to  Bhopanl 
arrived  and  halted  near  one  of  onr  parties,  (that  which 
had  its  place  under  a  Karoey  tree),  communioation 
was  immediately  opened  with  the  travellers  and  en 
acquaintance  soon  formed,  which  terminated  in  their 
being  mudered  in  the  evening  and  their  property 
plundered.  They  had  five  minabs  in  a  cage  and  foar 
ponies,  which,  with  tbeir  clothes  and  other  things,  we  took 
possession  of.  From  thence  oar  stage  was  Oodejpore, 
where  we  inet  a  number  of  hackeries  from  Mbow  laden 
with  Opium  and  escorted  by  Telingies  (ConipaDy's 
Sepoys).  One  of  the  Telingies  remarked  on  seeing  os. 
that  persons  of  the  same  description  in  appearance  had 
been  seized  at  tbe  Cantonment* — this  being  made  known, 
amongst  ua  threw  as  into  some  apprehension,  and  we. 
took  up  our  halting  ground  at  a  retired  spot  in  tbe  jungle, 
near  a  fountain  of  water.  A  party  of  horsemen  from, 
Baroda,  with    some    Sepoys    and  a   Zenana   Meeanaf 


*  A  bftod  of  itrin^n  wu  at  tliii  lime  tt'nti  at  Hho<r  idi]  niniiiied 
b;  Mr.  WcllMlejr,  and  Ihoagh  there  were  circnDHUnm  of  atroog  luiplckm 
connected  with  tbem  Ihej  were  releaaed  from  want  of  lafficient  proof. 

Thii  wa«  a  gaiif  ofTbDEi  who  have  lince  b««ii  Kized  and  poniibed. 

W.  H.  S. 

-f-  A  kud  of  paUnkMO. 
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arrived,  and  took  op  their  qnarters  for  the  day  ia  tib* 
BasBT,  vheie  the  prisaoer  Makban  Jemniax  bappen«d 
to  be  sittiag  at  the  tim«.  One  of  the  horMmen  obserr'* 
iDft  bin  rather  attentively  remarked  to  one  of  fail  oon* 
panioDS  staDding  by  him  (hat  "  the  Mala  (necklAoe) 
npon  that  maa"  pointing  to  Makhnn,  appeared  to  bo 
exactly  the  lame  ai  belonged  to  his  brother.  This  so 
disco ncerted  Hakhna  at  the  tine,  thoogh  the  horseman' 
did  not  follow  np  bis  remark  by  any  qnestion,  that  be 
immediately  slipped  off,  and,  on  hearing  from  him  what 
had  occurred,  we  were  all  thrown  into  such  alarm  that 
eurly  tbe  same  night  we  started  and  proceeded  maay 
ooss  on  tbo  Jhabooa  road  before  we  tbongbt  itsafe  to 
halt.  We  afterwards  continaed  onr  progress  and  arrired 
at  JTbabooB,  ^m  whence  Oomrao  and  Rnttyren  separate 
ed  from  Makhnn,  and  preceding  Mm  a  short  distance 
on  the  Rotlam  road.  Their  0rsl  stage  after  leaving, 
Jhabooa  was  Pitlawnd,  and  Makbnn  with  his  gang  was 
in  their  rear  a  few  ooss.  The  next  day  tbey  quitted  Pit- 
lawnd, and  Makbnn  with  onr  party  baited  tfaere.  Wv 
took  np  our  quarters  at  a  Bowlee  outside  of  tbe  town, 
near  which  we  fonnd  a  merchant  with  fonr  attendants 
preparing  their  meal,  fhv  merchant,  from  his  respeet- 
able  appearance,  his  dress  and  the  ornaments  he  wore, 
became  the  object  of  our  attention  end  design,  but  having 
bastily  finished  his  meal  he  and  attendants  set  ont  in 
prosecution  of  their  joorney  towards  Rutlam,  and  we 
saw  nothing  more  of  then';  but  we  afterwards  found  that 
tbey  had  rallen  into  the  hands  of  Oomrao  and  Buttyram. 
From  Pitlawnd  we  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Ratlan, 
•Boamping  a  little  distance  from  the  town.  We  thwe 
met  some  of  tbe  men  of  tbe  advanced  parties  who  teld 
as  that  they  had  despatched  tbe  merchant  mi  his  atten- 
dants a  few  coss  from  Rntlam,  and  that  thejr  had  pmved 
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a  ricb  prize  to  which  Makhnn  replied  in  a  disaatisfieil 
tone  that  good  luck  seemed  to  atteud  where  the  Massnl- 
mans  were.  From  Ratlam  we  took  the  Peoplodah  road 
with  the  view  (o  avoid  Jawrah.  Oonrao  also  deviated 
a  tittle  from  the  Jawrah  road  and  met  as  at  Dhodar,  the 
stage  on  the  high  road  beyond  Jawrah,  and  we  afterwu^ 
proceeded  together.  Oo  oar  way  hereaboatg  we  were 
searched  oooe  or  twice  for  Opium,  bat  none  being  foand 
apoD  as  we  were  allowed  to  proceed  without  farther 
molestation.  It  was  at  Dhodar  that  some  slight  miano- 
derstanding  that  sabsisted  between  Oomrao  and  Ratty- 
nun  was  reeonoiled  and  thiogs  went  on  as  asnal.  Our 
stage  from  Dhodar  was  to  a  convenient  spot  where  we 
halted  for  die  nigfal.  We  next  day  passed  Mundesore 
and  proceeding  aboot  four  or  five  coaa  further,  baited 
near  a  village  under  a  large  spreading  bar  tree,  and 
where  Uiere  is  a  Nagora  kept  by  a  Fnkeer  who  resides 
there.  A  Hussnlmao  traveller  here  fell  into  car  handa 
and  was  murdered  during  the  night  in  the  early  part  of 
it,  and  buried  a  little  distance  from  the  road  on  the 
banks  of  a  noUah.  The  next  morning  we  resumed  our 
joarney,  and  having  proceeded  a  ooss  or  so,  we  sat  dowa 
to  a  well ;  where  after  some  consnllation  it  was  deter- 
mined to  send  Rattyram  with  twenty  or  twenty-five  men 
by  the  most  direct  route  to  oor  country  with  the  plunder 
which  we  had  acqaired.  Ruttyram  accordingly  here  left 
D8,  and  the  next  morning  we  took  the  Neemuoh  road. 
Our  stage  was  aboat  a  ooss  or  two  on  the  other  side 
(north  aide)  of  the  CantonmeDt  where  we  halted  a  day. 
On  this  day  foar  travellers  were  enticed  by  our  spies  to 
rest  themselves  at  the  spot  where  we  were,  when  tax 
opportunity  offering  they  were  murdered  and  their  pro- 
perty plnndered.  A  stage  or  two  beyond  this  another 
tratellec  fell  into  onr  bands  and  ww  raordered.  And 
3  D 
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near  the  village  of  Sangtneer  foa'r  shopkaepers  were 
mnrdered.  Of  this  last  act  t  was  iafonned  by  my  oohh 
paaions,  not  having  been  preseat  wben  it  was  committed. 
Nothing  farther  occnrred  antil  we  arrired  at  DekoHah 
iriiere,  as  I  have  already  stated,  we  were  arrested. 

Crots-examined. 

I  know  of  no  other  act  of  mnrder  and  robbery  oom- 
mitted   by  the  Tbags  besides  those  I  have  stated  above. 

Thisia  the  first  time  that  I  have  accorapaeied  the  Thugs 
on  any  of  their  predatory  excarsions.  Brikbfaan  per- 
suaded me  to  do  so,  I  have  frequently  heard  them  since 
I  have  been  amongst  them  talk  of  the  acts  committed  by 
them  on  former  excnraioss,  bat  cad  only  speak  of  my  own 
knowledge  of  those  I  have,  above,  detailed.  My  oecapa- 
tton  among  them  has  been  to  watch  at  night  against  theft, 
and  also  to  keep  a  look  out  when  marders  were  being  per- 
petrated. Old  men  like  myself  were  generally  employed 
io  this  way  ;  beyond  this  I  never  took  any  part  in  the 
eommissioD  of  the  murders.  The  names  of  the  men  of 
tfie  gang  I  more  immediately  belong  to  are  :— 

(3)  Bhopaul,  etcaped — Bhopaul,  a  native  of  Mallaitra 
IB  about  fifty  years,  caste  Afaeer.  Be  escaped  at  Dekda; 
bis  occupation  was  to  collect  and  bring  in  firewDod-*the 
present  was  his  first  ezcarsioo. 

(4)  Gunnes,  escaped — Gannes,  a  native  of  Hallaitn, 
aged  twenty  years,  caste  Lobar,  no  particular  oooupation, 
being  slightly  lame  in  one  of  his  legs,  he  was  nnfit  for 
active  employment  and  generally  rode  on  a  tattoo. 
He  is  brother  to  Brikbaa.  He  escaped  at  Dekola. 
These  with  myself  were  the  whole  of  Brikban's  party. 
I  can  identify  the  persons  of  all  the  prisoners  as  Thags 
with  whom  I  have,  as  above  stated,  been  aMooiated,  and 
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know  more  particaUrljr  the  more  prMnineiit  iadiTidaala 
among  tbem,  hot  having  been  only  a  abort  time  with  them 
tbere  are  many  whose  names,  and  all  beyond  their  persons 
and  habitf,  I  am  ignorant  of. 

Extract  from  the  Deposition  of  Poorun  PAanaigar  or 
Thug,  caste  Lohar,  age  upwarde  of  sixty  years,  inha- 
bitant of  Buraicha,  near  to  Salany. 

My  fatber  ma  a  cultivator  in  Baraicha  and  other 
Tillages  in  the  neighbonrbood,  which  occapation  I  alio 
followed  bat  joined  the  Thogs  when  I  was  aboat  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  hare  since  continued  to  be  more  or  less 
connected  with  them.  I  hare  not  faowoTer  'accompanied 
them  on  every  excnrsion  they  have,  since  that  period 
made,  bat  on  the  ocatrary  for  intervals  of  two,  three,  and 
even  six  years  remained  at  home,  and  earned  a  subsist-, 
ence  by  the  cultivation  of  land.  In  short,  I  have  been 
upon  six  predatory  excursions  altogether,  four  under  a 
leader  named  Oodey  Singh,  since  dead,  and  two  (the 
present  and  tbe  one  preceding  it)  with  Hakhnn  Jemadar 
(prisoner)  to  whose  gang  I  belong.  Daring  one  of  the 
intervals  above  mentioned  (the  last)  that  I  remained  at 
home,  I  was  apprehended  at  Jhalone  on  infarmatioa  of  be- 
inga  Tfaag,  and  was  kept  some  time  in  confinement,  bat 
the  proofs  which  1  brooght  forward  of  having  for  so  many 
years  been  seen  employed  in  cnttivetion,  was  the  means 
ofmy  regaining  my  liberty.  This  event  however  threw 
me  into  embarrassment,  and  to  get  rid  of  it,  I  vent  to 
Salany  to  borrow  money  from  Makbnn  Jemadar,  who 
I  knew  had  generally  some  at  command,  bat  he  would 
only  agree  to  relieve  my  necessities  on  condition  that 
I  brought  my  family  to  Salany,  and  became  one  of 
his  men,  to  which,  from  the  destitate  state  my   family 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(    412    ) 

mu  io,  I  was  fsrced  to  >g;ree,  anil  I  aocordiagly 
joioed  hU  gug,  and  aa  I  have  already  stated,  accompa- 
nied him  on  the  present  and  preceding  excnrsiou. 
Oodey  Singh,  my  former  leader,  was  beyond  the  prime 
of  life ;  when  I  joined  him  he  was  however  aa  active 
an  enterprizing  man,  but  becoming  in  dne  coarse  leu 
fit  for  exertion  sach  as  his  sitaatioD  required,  and 
bis  son  Komsn  having  been  seized  with  other  Thugs 
and  thrown  into  confinement  at  Jnbulpore,  aSected 
Oodey  Singh  so  mnch  that  fae  completely  renonnced  the 
kabit  of  a  Thag  and  shortly  after  died.  After  this  1 
joined  Malchon.  It  was  before  the  establishment  of 
tranqoilJity  oVer  the  conntry  that  I  served  noder  Oodey 
Singh,  at  which  time  onr  excnrsions  were  neitiier  carried 
to  ao  great  a  distance  as  they  have  since  been,  nor  were 
ao  Incrative  or  certain,  for  io  those  days  travellera, 
particularly  with  much  property,  seldom  ventored  to  go 
from  one  place  to  another  witfaoat  being  well  escorted 
or  in  large  parties,  and  we  feared  the  Pindariei  and 
other  moanted  plaoderera  as  mnch  as  other  classes  did 
not  connected  with  them.  According  to  my  engi^r^ 
nent  with  Makhan,  I  joined  his  gang  and  set  oat  with 
him  on  an  excarBion  to  the  Ddthnn  abont  three  months 
after  I  had  engaged  myself  to  him.  His  gang  on  this 
occasion  consisted  of  abont  40  men  and  set  oat  froai 
Bnndeloond  in  the  month  of  Phagoon  Snmbat  1883, 
(abont  March  1636),  proceeding  by  regolar  stages,  crossed 
the  Nerbadda  at  the  Cheepaneir  Ghant,  where  we  fell 
in  with  Chotee  Jemadar*  (Brahmin),  who  joined  ns  with 
bis  gang,  which  was  abont  the  same  strength  as  onr  own. 
We  proceeded  towards  Mallygaon  and  at  Jhoknr  near 
that  Cantonment,  celebrated  the  Hooly,  after  vhiob  wo 

«  N«r  u  s^rorH  kt  Jabulpoic. 
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resamed  oat  progreai  and  reached  Hallygaon  vhere  ir« 
fltrDck  off  by  tbe  Naasock  road,  intending  to  taro  from 
Natsack  to  Poon^  and  AnrnDgabad.  After  prooeediojf 
a  0088  or  two  on  thia  road  we  met  a,'  friend  belaDgil^f 
to  Oomrao  and  Rattyram's  gangs,  a  relation  of  Makhnn's, 
who  told  DS  that  thfl8e  two  leaders  with  their  gan^  were 
clo8e  at  bond  on  the  Poonah  road  in  parsnit  of  some 
Angriahs  with  treasure.  It  was  proposed  to  Makhnn 
to  tend  a  part;  of  his  men  to  join  them  in  order  to 
be  entitled  to  a  8hare  in  the  spoil,  and  be  thoaght  of 
going  him8elf,  bnt  recollecting  that  Oftmrao  and  he  were 
not  on  good  terms,  he  sent  twenty-fi?e  men  with  Chotee 
.Jemadar.  The  next  day  we  received  a  message  from 
them  that  they  bad  effected  the  bosinesa,  and  they  were 
going  on  with  Oomrao  and  Bnttyram  to  Bhoranpoor 
where  they  requested  we  would  meet  them.  We  accord- 
iagly  proceeded  to  that  quarter  and  fonnd  Chotee  Jema- 
dar with  the  party  at  BhoranpOor,  Oomrao  and  Battyram 
liBviog  proceeded  to  their  homes  before  we  arrired. 
From  them  we  learnt  that  the  Aogriabs  were  attacked 
and  murdered  near  *Jhokor,  where  we  had  celebrated  the 
Hooly,  and  that  no  leas  a  sum  than  -f-SSiOOO  rupees  was 
fonnd  upon  their  persons  in  gold,  bullion,  mohurs  and 
pootlies,  and  that  as  the  share  of  our  two  gangs,  they  had 
received  6,000.  Thia  sum  was  immediately  disposed  of, 
BO  far  that  Makfann  received  3,000  of  it  for  himself  and 
his  gang,  and  a  similar  sum  was  given  to  Chotee  Jemadar 
for  himself  and  his  gang — these  two  snma  were  dispatched 
to  our  homea.   That  sent  by  Chotee  reached  in  safety,  bat 

•  Tlic  evidence  il  Dot  certain  that  Ibit  ii  exactlr  Ibe  name  of  the 
yin»p.  (8i;iKd)        W.  B,  P.  A. 

f  The  ploadiT  of  this  bftnker'*  remiltaBCc  ji  rooSraied  by  tbr  bankcn. 

This  oceamd  io  F«bniai7 1837  at  the  viliigc  of  Jokar,  between  Dbolen 
•nd  HsIIyKBOii.  W,  H.  & 
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one  of  If  akbait'a  men  who  went  in  obar^  of  onr  ihare 
having  gttt  drank  «t  Jansy  blabbed  oat  the  secret  that  be 
vaa  a  Thag,  and  with  othera,  was  retarning  with  large 
•mcHiDt  of  plander,  apaa  which  the  Sirkar  there  bad  hia 
and  hii  comrades  seixed  and  the  money  taken  from  thea. 
Ths  renuunder  of  the  prize,  namely  3000  rupees,  was 
retained  for  the  espencas  of  tbe  two  gangs.  After  this 
disposal  of  the  share  of  the  plunder  aoqaired  from  the 
Aogriabs  (which  was  allotted  by  Oomrao  uid  hia  brother 
Battyram  to  our  two  gangs)  we  left  Bhoranpoor  and 
Itroeeeded  to  Aaniiigabad,  bat  meetiiig  with  little  or  no 
ancoesi  we  rstorned  by  Dhoolia  and  Bhopaal  to  Bondel- 
cnnd,  and  arrived  at^or  different  homes  before  the  rain^ 
set  in.  Abont  foar  months  or  so  after  the  termination  of 
the  rsiay  season,  in  the  beginning  of  tbe  month  of  Mah, 
Hakfaan's  gang  having  been  again  assembled,  set  ont  on 
an  excorsion  towards  Gazerat,  and  were  aeoompaoied  by 
Oomrao  and  bis  broUier  Buttyram  with  their  gangs. 

Such  acts  as  those  above  mentioned  being  of  too  com- 
mon occurrence  with  people  of  onr  habits  to  make  mnch 
impression  npon  me  or  any  of  my  associates  who  had  long 
been  familiar  with  ibem,  or  to  excite  a  cnriosity  among 
ns  to  inqnire  into  the  partioolar  oiroamstaaces  attending 
the  aoqoisition  of  plander  by  parties  detached  from 
the  main  body,  and  therefore  it  cannet  be  a  matter 
of  any  surprise  if  some  of  (he  marders  and  robberies 
committed  may  have  escaped  my  recolleotion,  or  of 
which  I  have  no  particolar  knowledge  ;  bnt  I  have 
witbont  reserve  stated  all  that  my  memory  serves  me  to 
mention  with  every  circnmstanoe  attending  them.  I  have 
never  since  I  have  belonged  to  tbe  Thngs  known  one 
single  instance  of  robbery  committed  by  them  withort 
tbo  previous  destmotion  of  Hfe,  almost  invariably  by 
strangnlation.     This  is  effected  either  by  means  of  a 
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soomal'  or  slired  of  cloth  well  twisted  and  wetted,  or 
merely  by  the  hands,  though  the  Utter  is  rarely  practised, 
and  only  had  reconrse  to  from  accidental  failure  in  the 
fcnner  and  osnal  mode.  On  a  preconcerted  signal  being 
given  the  Tictim  or  victims  are  instantly  overpowered 
and  the  perpetration  whether  by  the  roomal,  or  hand* 
only,  is  a  bosiness  of  the  moment.  Id  perpetrating  mnr- 
der,  it  IB  an  invariable  point  with  the  Thngs  to  avoid 
spilling  the  Mood  of  their  Tictima,  bat'if  possible  to  take 
their  lives  by  suffocation.  This  psint  is  attended  to  with 
a  view  to  leave  no  traces  of  mnrder  by  which  Baspiiaon 
of  the  deed  mi^t  be  exoited  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
passing  the  spot,  and  detection  emne.  In  the  hnrrjr. 
however,  in  which  it  is  necessary  sometimes  to  dispose  of 
Ae  bodies,  the  holes  are  frequently  not  dng  to  snoh 
dimensions  as  to  contain  them  in  a  whole  state,  partioa- 
larly  when  there  is  a  good  nnmber  to  he  disposed  of; 
the  bodies  are  cat  into  pieces  and  closely  packed  in 
them.  When  these  boles  are  near  the  side  of  a  road, 
which  is  generally  the  case,  and  especially  when  in  an 
open  and  exposed  -spot,  after  they  are  filled  op  with  earth, 
fires  are  bnmt  over  them  in  order  to  remove  all  appear- 
ance of  the  earth  being  newly  tamed.  Murders  in  the 
manner  I  have  jnst  described  are  with  equal  facility  and 
oertainty  of  accomplishment^  and  as  freqoeDtly  perpetrat* 
ed  while  the  victims  are  walking  along  the  road,  as  when 
%ej  have  been  enticed  to  our  places  of  encampment  for 
the  porpose,  and  nnoonscions  of  what  is  to  befall  them  are 
sitting  amongst  as  with  every  thing  carefully  and  lei- 
surely arranged  for  their  destruction.  These  murders 
are  frequently  perpetrated  cAntigaoas  to  villages  where 
we  encamp  and  have  enticed  strangers  to  take  up  their 
quarters  with  as  ;  they  take  place  generally  before  the 
twilight  ia  completely  over  and  night  has  set  in,  and 
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always  while  the  bnsiaesi  is  going  on,  the  hand  dniB  is 
beat  and  singing  commenced  to  drown  any  noise  that 
Bight  be  made  by  the  victims.  The  different  persona 
aotnally  engaged  eommeace  their  operations  aimoltane' 
onxly,  and  by  signal  given,  which  of  course  is  preconcert- 
ed, bat  at  the  same  time  quite  arbitrary ;  gmerally  a 
common  coarse  expression  is  made  use  of  not  likely 
to  strike  the  attention  of  the  victims  snch  as  "  Tom- 
bakoo  lao"  (bring  tobacco).  A  roonul  or  shred  of 
cloth  twisted  on  the  occasion  is  the  only  implement 
which  the  Thngs  use  for  strangling.  I  have  never  seen 
the  pbansy  or  noose  made  of  cord  used,  thoogh  I  am 
well  aware  of  the  general  sapposition  that  it  is  by  sach 
an  implement  people  are  strangled  by  ns,  bat  if  sacb  an 
implement  bad  ever  been  in  nse,  of  which  1  have  great 
doubt,  it  has  long  stnoe  been  laid  aside,  for  tbe  obvions 
reasoD  that  on  any  incidental  occasion  of  being  seized, 
it  woald  ioeritably  lead  to  detection.  Oomrao,  Makbnn 
and  all  the  other  Jemadars  or  leaders  keep  up  a  direct 
nnderstanding  with  the  local  anthorities  in  Bandelcnnd, 
in  whose  limits  they  and  their  followers  reside,  and  inva- 
riably on  thmr  return  from  an  excursion  conciliate  their 
forfoearanoe  and  favor  by  suitable  Nnzzeranas.  Assist- 
aoce  and  support  from  English  anthorities  being  likewise 
indispensable,  these  are  through  arlifioe  also  obtained. 
The  Jemadars  and  leaders  have  no  direct  intercourse 
themselves  in  this  instance  but  throagfa  the  medium  of 
•missaries,  who  by  misrepresentation  and  falsehood  fre- 
quently contrive  to  extricate  them  from  the  difficultiea 
which  persons  of  onr  habits  are  eonstautly  liable  to  be 
involved  in.    A  relation  of  Ooiuao's  named  Uotee.* 


■  ExMnted  »i  Siu(or,  1833.— TV.  B.  & 
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and  &  persoQ  named  Lata  barber,*  an  iahabitant  of 
gecoudra  in  Caffnpore,  render  importaat  servioes  in  thU 
way.  Motee,  who  was  formerly  a  practical  Tbng,  has 
discontinued  for  some  years  ^ing  on  predatory  exoao 
■ions.  He  first  bronghl  kimself  into  notice  with  the 
geDtlemen  by  tufortniag  against  a  gang  which  in  conse- 
qu«aoe  was  seized  and  confined  at  Jabnlpore,  where  I 
believe  the  greater  part  still  remains. -f-  Motee  has  ever 
since  advanced  in  the  favor  of  the  gentlemeo,  making' 
tfaent  suppose  that  ^e  acts  at  a  check  npon  the  Thnga 
and  other  plonderers,  at  least  be  makes  all  this  appear 
to  OS  to  be  the  case,  and  in  coaseqnenoe  exercises  great 
iuflaence  over  as,  making  us  pay  well  for  his  conaivance, 
and  the  good  offices  he  do  doabt  freqaeutly  performs  in 
onr  bebalf.:^  Oonrao,  Rnttyram,  Hfeera,  Mandnn,  and 
their  gangs  are  those  for  whom  he  more  especially  exerts 
btmselfto  protect  and  assist. 

'  Lala  barber  is  the  patron  of  Makhan  and  by  means 
•f  representations  to  different  persons  of  his  aoqoaint- 
ance  in  the  service  of  the  Adawlut  at  Cawnpore,  be 
renders  great,  assistance  to  Makhnn  in  getting  him 
through  natters  of  diffionlty.  Makhnn,  when  be  returned 
to  Bandeloand  from  the  ezcnrsioD  preceding  tbd  present 
one,  after  asoertaining  the  mi^ap  that  befel  the  share 
of  pinndet   he   sent   from  Bhoranpoor,    bad,  as    was 

■  EMcntedmtJabnlporf,  1835.— W.  H.  8. 

t  Tbi(  wu  the  graal  Lackiudovii  puig  iciied  b;  Mr.  C.  A.  Holony 
■1  Jubulpon  in  1893.  W.  H.  S. 

{  Thii  la  all  true ;  b«  Krcraed  men  ot  hii  own  cute,  Lodfaec ;  and 
tbine  wbowinilil  pa;  bim.  In  1B37  while  at  bone  on  leave  of  abuncerma 
Jubnlpora,  be  accompanied  bi*  ffan;  lo  Gnierat,  «M  eata|ed  ill  tbf 
iDurilrr  of  a  Subadar,  fai>  «ife,  a  fem^r  attendant,  and  lereral  follower!. 
For  theie  murden  he  wu  tried  and  eaecDted,  with  hii  brother  CbegaSa. 
Hif  ddnt  biotlicr  Knllteaa  Sii^  ii  itill  an  appioTcr  at  JiibuI|Kii«. 

w.  a.  8. 

8  B 
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nsDal  irith  him  io  similar  caaes,  reconne  fo  his 
patroD  Lala  barber — Lata  lost  no  time  in  vaitiDg; 
npon  his  friend  Mahdee  Moonibee  at  Cawnpare,  to  whom 
he  represented  matters  in  snch  a  light  that  the  Moonshee 
vrote  himself  or  had  an  injaaction  written  hyfais  superiors 
to  the  Jbansee  Rajah,  saying  that  it  having  been  made 
known  that  he  (the  Rajah)  had  seized  fonr  traTellen 
passing  throngh  his  honndaries  and  plandered  them  of 
their  property,  the  persons  so  treated  being  of  respect- 
able and  inoffensive  character,  he,  was  directed  to  set 
tbem  at  liberty  and  restore  to  them  the  property  he  had 
taken  from  them.  A.  day  or  two. before  the  receipt  of 
this  letter  of  injanctioo  the  Ra^ait  released  Makhnn's 
men,  having,  in  the  first  instance,  made  them  give  him  ao 
acqnittance  for  money  he  had  taken  from  them,  bat  now 
thinking  that  as  the  matter  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  English  he  woald  get  a  bad  name  with  them,  and  also 
lose  the  money  anless  he  coald  prove  that  the  men  he  had 
taken  it  from  were  Thngs,  and  that  their  trne  character 
bad  been  misrepresented,  he  (the  Rajah)  sent  after  them 
and  had  them  again  apprehended.*  1  do  not  know  what 
•forwards  became  of  those  men  of  Makhaa's,  or  what 
was  the  final  result  of  the  business.  Brides  Lala  barber 
who  manages  matterain  bis  favor  throagh  his  acqaaintances 
at  the  Conrts  and  Cocherries  at  Cawnpore,  £tawah, 
Humeerpoor,  Anna  and  Mynpoor,  Makhan  has  a  great 
friend  and  supporter  in  the  Jbansee  Vakeel,  who  resides  at 
Hnmmeepoorah,  named  Gunesh  Lall.  Oomraomay  have 
other  patrons  besides  his  relation  Afotee,  who  watches 
over  bis  interests  principally  at  Jubbnipore.  Makay 
Sahib'at  Kytab,  is  a  great  friend  of  Uotee's,  and  it  was 


*  Lai*  barber    wu  (used  by   Mi.  WiboD,   tried  tt  Jnbutpore  ud 
executed  in  1636.  W.  H.  8. 
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from  him  that  he  obtained  the  English  pass  which  Oomrao 
shewed  to  the  horsemen  when  we  were  apprehended  at 
Dekhola.*  In  passing  throagha  oonntry  so  g^reat  annm- 
ber  of  men  together  as  oar  gangs  sometimes  present,  is 
certainly  calcntated  to  excite  snspicioD,  but  when  this 
happens  to  be  the  case  we  are  always  prepared  with  some 
story  or  explanation  to  ward  it  off.  Few  of  ns  carry 
arms,  perhaps  among  6fteen  or  twenty  peraons  two  or 
three  swords  may  be  fonnd  bat  not  more.  When  Thogs 
meet,  thongb  straogers,  there  is  something  in  their  manner 
that  soon  discovers  itself  to  each  other,  and  to  asanre  th* 
anrmiae  thns  excited,  one  exclaims  "  Alee  Khan,"  which 
on  being  repeated  by  the  other  party,  a  recognition  of 
each  other's  habits  takes  place,  bat  this  is  never  followed 
by  a  disctosare  of  past  aots.  We  do  use  certain  terms  to 
distingaish  particular  circarastances  and  ev«its  connected 
with  oar  proceedings  which  are  known  to  oarselves 
alone. 

These  terms  are  known  to  all  persons  of  similar  habits 
to  oarselves  as  well  to  the  Thogs  of  the  Dekhan,  of  the 
Nagpore  country,  of  Malwa,  of  Kanothal  ■  and  Bagof, 
&;c.  as  to  those  of  Bandelcand  and  Gwalior.  The 
numbers  apply  exolnsively  to  travellers,  aod  are  ased 
to  commanicate  the  onmber  that  fall  ibto  the  hands  of 
detached  parties  in  porsnit  of  them.  I  believe  there 
are  few  conntries  that  <do  not  produce  Thngs — those  I 
have  jost  parti  CO  larized  did  I  know  contain  them,  and  do 
so,  I  believe,  at  the  present  moment.  In  the  Oomraatee 
qaarter  there  is  a  gaog  called  Nasir  Khan'sf  Karoo  oz 
gang,  a  wall  known  Thng  leader;  hot  whether  be  is  still  lh« 

•  All  (nw^W.  H.  8. 

t  N4Mr  Kbln  ■•  now  u  sppiorn  at  Hin(oIn.— W,  H.  3, 
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leader  ot  it-I  cannot  exactly  say.  In  Kannthal  and 
■  Bagor,  Makeema  and  Dalla  vere  formerly  the  Tkng  ImkeI- 
ers,  bnt  wbo  these  are  at  present  I  da  not  know.  The 
names  of  the  leaders  of  the  Malwa  Thngs,  or  of  those  of 
the  Nagpore  conntry,  I  am  ignorant  of. 

In  the  division  of  plaader  the  Jemadars  or  principal 
leaders  reoeife  7}  per  cent.,  besides  sharing  eqaally  with 
die  rest  of  the  gang,  bnt  before  any  divisioD  whatever 
is  made  to  the  leaders  or  their  men,  one  of  the  principal 
of  the  former  alienates  a  oertain  part,  greater  or  smaller 
in  praportioB  to  the  amoont  acqaired,  which  is  devoted 
to  Bhowany  oar  tatelar  deit;.  This  however  does  not 
generally  apply  to  olathes,  or  plnnder  of  that  description— • 
indeed,  italmost  entirely  refers  to  money  in  gold  or  silver, 
for  when  it  coaiists  of  diamonds  or  pearU,  the  lead^ 
draws  blood  from  his  hands,  and  having  sprinkled  a  little 
of  it  oTor  them,  the  sanction  of  the  deity  to  a  division  is  , 
thereby  considered  to  be  obtained  without  any  other 
alienation.  Bat  the  omission  of  this  ceremony,  or  neg- 
lecting when  success  attends  as  to  propitiate  a  ooati- 
nnance  of  BhowaDy's  favor  by  laying  aside  a  part  of  oar 
acquisitions  to  be  appropriated  to  her  service,  voald, 
ve  firmly  conceive,  bring  heavy  misfortnnes  npon  as. 
The  office  of  strtingler  in  these  gAnga  is  never  allowed 
to  be  self-assnmed,  bnt  is  conferred  with  due  ceremony 
after  the  fitness  of  the  candidate  in  point  of  firmDess, 
bodily  strength  and  activity  has  been  ascertained,  and  a 
aofficient  degree  of  expertaess  in  the  use  of  the  roomal, 
or  long  shred  of  cloth,  nsed  for  the  purpose  of  strangling, 
has  been  acquired  by  long  sham  practice  of  (be  process 
among  one  another. 

When  thus  qualified,  the  person  on  whom  the  office 
ia  to  be  cooferred,  proceeds  to  the  fields  conducted  by 
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his  Gooroo  (spiritDal  gnide,)  previoasly  selecled,  who 
carriei  with  faim  the  roomal  or  shred  of  cloUi,  and  aox- 
ioualf  lookiDg  oat  for  ^ome  favorable  omen,  SQch  as  the 
chirping  of  certain  birds,  or  their  flight  past  the  right 
band,  he  koota  the  roomal  at  each  end*  the  moment  that 
either  occnrs,  and  delivers  it  to  the  candidate,  imploring 
■nccflSB  apon  faim.  Arier  this  they  retarn,  and  the  cere- 
mony is  closed  by  a  feast  or  distribution  of  sweetmeats. 
It  is  the  seniors  only  who  confer  this  oGBcet  generally 
old  Thags,  held  in  some  estimation,  bub  who,  from  the 
infirauty  of  age,  have  ceased  to  aooompaay  the  gangs  on 
Ihtir  expeditions,  and  who  receive  their  chief  support 
from  the  volantary  contrifaationa  of  those  on  whom  the; 
have  conferred  the  privilege  of  naing  the  roomal. 


Indore,  SOM  October,  1831. 
To  H.  T.  PRINSEP,  Esquikb, 

Secretary  to  the  Governor  General, 

Upper  Provinces. 
Sib, 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  the 
information  of  Uie  Governor  General,  copy  of  Captain 
Borthwiok's  dispatch  to  me  of  the  10th  instant,  reporting 
his  having  effected  the  aeisare  of  a  namber  of  Thags 
residing  in  the  western-  parts  of  Malwa  and  of  my  reply 
to  him  of  this  date.  The  proceeding  will,  I  trnst,  be 
viewed  with  satisfaction  by  His  Lordship. 

A  daplicate  of  this  dispatch  wilt  be  sent  for  the  iafor- 
matioD  of  the  Vice  President  in  Coancil. 

(Signed)        G.  WELLESLEY. 

Resident, 

*  Ont}  at  wte  md  1  bdiere.— W.  H.  9. 
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To  G.  WELLESLEY,  Esquire, 

Resident  and  Governor  GeneraFs  Agent,  Indore. 
Sis, 

Yoa  were  apprized  by  me  in  Jane  last  of 
my  baviog  received  information  of  a  g»ng  of  betveen 
40  and  50  Thags,  the  greater  portion  of  wbicb  had  their 
places  of  residence  in  different  villages  at  the  distance  of 
a  few  miles  from  each  other,  on  the  borders  of  the  jangle 
-  to  the  west  side  of  this;  bat  that  then  tbe  greater  namber 
of  them  was  absent,  on  one  of  those  marderoua  excarsioni 
osQBlly  undertaken  once  a  year  by  these  remorseless 
baodilti ;  of  the  aabseqaent  return  of  those  absent,  yoa 
were  also  duly  informed,  and  of  the  plan  1  hare  proposed 
fqr  seizing  tbe  whole  when  the  proper  time  arrived  ;  it 
being  impracticable  to  make  the  attempt  with  any  chance 
of  success  during  the  rains,  and  until  the  Mucky  or 
Indian  corn  cnltivation,  which  closely  snrronnds  the 
villages,  and  duriog  tbe  latter  part  of  that  season  baa 
attained  its  height,  was  cnt  down.  These  impediments 
however  having  at  length  passed,  and  (he  commotion  in 
the  Kannnr  district  having  been  quelled,  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  contingents  became  available  for  this 
service. 

3.  Accordingly,  therefore,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform 
yon,  that  accompanied  by  Captain  McMahoa,  I  proceeded 
un  the  night  of  the  7th  instant,  with  aljont  two  hundred 
of  the  Jowrah  Cavalry  contingent,  with  the  view  to  effect 
thecaptnre  of  the  gang,  and  after  a  harassing  march  of 
upwards  of  30  miles  (the  ground  for  tbe  last  10  or  12  mites 
having  been  rendered  soft  and  mnddy  by  heavy  falls  of  rain 
the  day  before,  and  it  being  fonnd  necessary  to  observe 
the  precaution  of  avoiding  the  more  frequented  roads)  we  ■ 
reached  the  villages  as  the  day  wa^  beginning  to  dawn, 
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which  were  inttantly  snrrooaded,  aod  so  completely  were 
the  objects  of  our  dtsigDa  taken  by  aarprise,  that  the 
whole  were  secnred  withoQt  Uie  escape  of  a  single  indU 
vidnal,  and  before  any  resistance  conld  be  offered. 

3.  Before  arriving  at  the  villages  the  Cavalry  were 
divided  into  fonr  parties,  corresponding  with  the  number 
of  villages  to  be  snrronnded,  two  of  which  were  con- 
ducted, the  one  by  Captain  McMahon  destined  for 
Saytally,  aod  the  other  for  Ambyna  by  myself;  at  both 
of  which,  from  being  more  considerable  than  the  others, 
and  the  seats  of  Thaknrs  of  some  respectability  in  Ibe 
Pertabgnrh  State,  some  difficulties,  and  I  was  led  to  be- 
lieve resistance,  might  be  expected,  bat  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  neithar  was  experienced.  The  third  party  was 
conducted  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Nowab's 
minister  Sheikh  Ally  Azim,  to  whose  services  in  assist- 
ing- to  keep  me  informed  of  all  that  passed  connected 
with  the  gan^  from  the  first  intimation  I  bad  of  it,  I  am 
much  indebted.  Wusluee  was  the  village  to  which  this 
party  proceeded.  The  fourth  was  conducted  by  a  Ra- 
sildar  of  the  contingent,  and  was  sbnt  to  the  village  of 
Motya.  Besides  these  villages  which  belong  to  the 
Pertabgnrh  territory,  there  were  others  in  the  Rutlam 
and  Seelana  territories,  where  a  few  of  the  members  of 
this  gang  resided,  with  the  authorities  of  these  States 
in  whose  exertions  I  had  every  reliance.  I  arranged  ,for 
parties  being  sent  simultaneously  to  seize  them,  and 
I  have  the  satisfactiaa  to  inform  you  that  their  proceed- 
ings hare  been  equally  sncoessfnl  as  my  own  in  this 
quarter. 

4.  The  number  of  Tbogs-that  have  been  seized  is 
forty-six,  a  list  of  whom  I  enclose ;  but  this,  it  is  pro- 
bable, as  to  the  names  contained  in  it,  may  nndergo  some 
alteratioD  ia  the  coarse  of  the  examinaUon  of  the  gang. 
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Tliere  ia  howe?er  a  remarkable  diflereace  between  the 
oondact  of  these  and  those  Tbngs  whom  I  formeriy 
■eised  and  brought  to  trial,  which  I  have  thoog'bt  it 
proper  here  to  notice,  ai  beiog  likely  to  be  prodaotife  of 
•atisfactory  resnlts.  The  former  criminals,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  very  few,  besides  the  approvers,  derjied  their  gai\t 
to  the  last  in  the  face  of  the  most  clear  aod  positive  proof 
of  it,  while  the  present  prisoners,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
openly  avow  themselves  to  be  professed  Thags,  aod  many 
of  them  show  themselves  disposed  to  make  a  fall  and 
anrefler?ed  disclosare  of  tbe  Doraerous  atrocities  they 
have  perpetrated.  It  ia.  forlanale  perhaps  that  this  ia 
the  case,  for  tbongh  soon  after  I  received  information 
of  tbe  existence  of  Uie  gang,  I  obtained  possession  of 
a  valnable  diamond  ring  whioh  formed  a  part  of  the 
plunder  acqaired  by  them  on  ao  excursion  made  by  them, 
according  to  my  present  iofornatioo,  upwards  of  a  year 
ago;  had  they  determined  to  maiDtain  a  firm  denial  of 
their  practices,  their  conviction  woold  have  been  of  difB- 
onlt  accomplishment.  In  this  state  of  tbe  case  therefore, 
it  becomes  more  a  matter  of  selection  of  indi  vidnals  from 
amongst  the  prisoners  to  give  evidence  and  consequently 
be  admitted  to  the  benefit  thereof,  than  of  endeavoaring  to 
persnade  any  of  them  to  come  forward.  In  attending^ 
to  this,  while  the  principal  object  of  obtaining  the  fnllest 
information  is  kept  in  view,  1  oonoeive  every  thing 
aboatd  as  far  as  possible  be  avoided  tiiat  might  tend  to 
act  as  a  restraint  on  Govemment  in  eventually  passing  the 
■ward  of  pnnishmeat  on  tbe  principals  and  more  promineDt 
characters  of  tbe  gang,  bnt  before  I  enter  upon  the  ex- 
amination I  shall  look  to  hk  favored  with  your  instroctions, 
I  have  however  to  state,  that  the  morning  I  seized  the 
prisoners,  and  before  I  became  aware  of  the  disposition 
amongst  them  to  make  oonfesaiou  of  their  praotioes,  it  was 
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intimated  to  tne  that  the  Jemadar  Rama  was  led  to  do 
so,  apon  wbich  by  way  of  encouragement  I  gave  him 
assurance  of  lenient  treatment,  and  therefore  I  trust  he 
will  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  being  admitted  evidence 
■honid  he  prove  himself  nnder  examiaation  deserving  of 
such  indnlgeqce. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        W.  BORTHWICK, 

Political  Agent. 
Makidpoore  Political  AgenVa  "> 
Office,  Wth  Oct,  1831.       $ 


Indore,  20th  October,  1831. 
To  CAPTAIN  BORTHWICK, 

Political  Agent,  Makidpoore. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  dispatch  to  me  of  the  10th  instant,  report- 
ing yonr  having  eGTected  the  seizure  of  a  number  of 
Thugs  residing  at  different  places  in  the  western  parts 
of  Malwa. 

3.  Yonr  measures  for  securing  thefie  miscreants  were 
very  jadicionsly  arranged,  and  the  succesafiil  results  are 
highly  satisfactory. 

3.  The  line  which  you  coDoeive  shoold  be  observed 
with  regard  to  the  admission  of  prisoners  to  depose  under 
a  promise  of  pardon,  or  lenient  visitation  of  their  own 
criminality,  on  coodition  of  giving  a  true  and  unreserved 
confession  of  the  members  and  traniactioos  of  the  gangs 
is  exactly  that  which  it  appears  to  me  advisable  yan 
should  parsae.  The  Jemadar  Rama  however  having  been 
encooraged  to  oome  forward  as  a  deponent,  ahonid  be 
admitted  as  such,  and  the  promise  of  a  lenient  visitation 
8f 
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of  bis  crimioality  will  of  coarse  be  fnlfiUed  towards  biin 
io  the  erent  of  his  falfiUing  the  condition  on  which  it  has 
been  held  oat  to  him. 

WheD  yoar  examinations  may  be  oompleted  yoa  will 
be  pleased  to  commnaicate  to  this  Offioe  the  particnlars 
of  the  same. 

(Signed)        G.  WELLESLET,'  Resident. 


Indort,  18fA  Au^t,  1833. 
No.  57. 
To  GEORGE  SWINTON,  Esquire, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Government, 
Fort  William. 

Sia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  the 
accompanying  copy  of  n  letter  from  Captain  Bortbwick, 
tO|;ether  with  a  copy  of  that  OflSoer's  proceedings  oo.the 
trial  of  a  gang  of  Thngs  who  were  apprehended  "by  bin 
in  the  month  of  October  last,  and  of  whose  gnilt,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  has  been 
obtained  by  the  confession  of  fonr  approrers,  whose  state- 
ments are  confirmed  by  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
greater  part  of  their  accomplices. 

2.  The  oircomstantial  manner  io  which  they  hart 
severally  dttailed  the  -  Darratfra  of  their  operatieDS, 
diatiogaishing  the  actnal  perpetrators  of  each  mardei 
from  those  who  were  merely  necessaries  or  employed  in  « 
labordinate  capacity,  the  minute  accounts  which  have  in 
general  been  given  of  the  natore  and  valae  of  the  property 
obtained  in  the  coarse  of  their  excarsions,  of  the  number 
»f  the  deaths  which  they  inflicted,  of  the  resistance  whiob 
they  occasionally  experienced,  of  the  ineans  by  whicb 
they  orerouoe  that  reu8taaca»  and  of  the  coDlriraBoes  bj 
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which  tbey  ensnared  their  victims,  constitnte  sUog;ether 
Booh  a  mass  of  conaisteilt  and  oonolasive  evidence  both  of 
the  profession  to  which  the  prisoners  belonged,  of  the 
organized  and  gjstematio  mann*rin  which  the  parsnits 
of  it  were  conducted,  and  of  their  dreadrolly  saocessfal 
prosecution,  as  appears  (o  preclade  the  possibility  of  ell 
donbl  either  as  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  which  they  have 
related,  or  as  to  the  gnilt  of  the  several  individaals  to 
whom  they  ore  attribated. 

1  Nathoo  ^'     '^^  capital  panishment  propoa- 

3  BhDWBnee.  ed  by  Captain  Borlhwick  to  be  award- 

3  Dewa  aliaa  Roof-  .  ,      ■  ,     , 

tom.  ed  to  snob  of  the  pnsoners  as  were 

a  Kunda!  employed  in  the  capacity   of  8traag< 

7  B°''tii  '*'^*   ***  which  they  do  not  appear  to 

8  Fukfcra.  have  been   admitted   without   a   looir 

9  Fukeera  (ad )  ,    ,.  ,    „     .  ,.„       .        „ 

'  10  Start  Khan.  probation,  and  tbeir  qualification  for 

13  Kuihro  which  is   represented  by  one  of  the 

M  Bhyroo.  approvers   to    have    been   celebrated 

16  Mapa.  amoDg  them  as  «  kind  of  festival,  ap- 

is Juonial  alia»  Joo-  .  ,      ■  ,    i    >      ,i     • 

ma.  pears  to  me  to  be  warranted  by  tbeit 

19  HiiWrn.  admitted  Milt,  nor  do  I  think  that  the 

so  RumtumaliasBu-  ° 

t»Ta.  demands   of  public  jasdce   wonld  be 

21   DoulutKhan.  .    „     ,  ,         ,       .       .      ,  „         .    ,     - 

97  Khowun  bHm  satisSed  by  the  infliction  of  an  inferior 

Sheikh  KhoomM.  penalty,  xhe  names  and  numbers  of 
the  prisoners,  whose  cases  have  appeared  to  merit  that 
degree  of  punishment,  are  noted  in  the  margin. 

4.  With  respect  to  others  who,  although  members  of 
the  association,  were  either  from  their  age  or  inexpe* 
rience  disqualified  from  exercising  the  more  daring  and 
destructive  arts  of  their  profession,  and  who  do  not  there- 
fore appear  to  have  been  the  actual  perpetrators  of  any 
murder,  Captain  Borthwick  has  distribated  them  into 
two  olosses,  of  which  one  is  proposed  to  be  sentenced  to 
transporlation  for  life  and  the  other  for  a  term  ef  years. 
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U  Nadii  Khui. 
9b  BccnChamu. 

30  DevB  aliu  Lal«. 
S8  KcFina  aliu 

RunuuiFe. 

31  AJFFlKllBII. 

33  RoopK. 

33  Nadir  Khan  (3d.} 

SB  Bbopaaliu 


5.  The  DBDies  and  Dombers  of  the 
prisoners  composing  the  first  class  are 
noted  in  the  margin,  and  I  recommend 
that  they  should  receive  the  punish- 
ment proposed  to  be  awarded  to  them. 


BboopJM. 
37  BbootJM. 


99  Hiutmi. 

30  Gbair  Khan. 

34  Huueeo  Khan. 


35  Bhynra. 

38  Kureem. 

39  MohumdoO' 
*a  Sbaer  Ktaao. 
41  Sohbot. 

43  PeerKhaB. 

43  MolT. 

44  Amra. 


6.  Of  the  indi?idnals  belonging  to 
the  remaining  class,  whose  names  and 
nnmbers   are   likewise    noted  in   the 

margin,  I  recommend  the  imprisonment  at  Bombay  for 
the  term  of  14  years. 

7.  The  rest  of  the  prisoners  baviag 
been  acquitted,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest 
the  propriety  of  their  being  released 
from  confinement ;  and  made  over  to 
the  native  aathorities  of  the  villages  to 
whioh  they  belong,  nuder  an  eogage- 

47  Kowla.  ment  from  those  authorities  to  exercise 

a  wafcfaful  vigilance  over  their  futare  conduct.  The 
names  and  nnmbers  of  tJiose  prisoners  are  also  specified 
in  the  margin. 

8,  With  respect  to  the  approvers  who  seem  fo  have 
been  all  employed  as  leaders  of  gangs  and  whose  imme- 
diate libemtion  from  all  restraint  would  therefore,  I 
conceive,  be  dangerous,  I  think  that  a  similar  preoan- 
tion  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  I  accordingly  hope  that 
Captain  Borthwiok's  suggestion  of  it  will  be  sanctioned. 

9.  I  request  that  I  may  be  famished  with  orders  of 
Government  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  plondered 
property  and  the  application  of  the  money  which  is 
adverted  to  in  the  8lh  paragraph  of  Captatn  Borth- 
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vick's  letter,  whose  promised  report  of  the  result  of  bis 
endeavoars  to  discover  the  owqer  of  the  diamond  rio^ , 
will  be  snbmitted,  as  soon  as  received,  for  the  coosider- 
stion  and  orders  of  the  Hoaorahle  the  Vice  President 
in  Conncil. 

10.  Three  of  the  prisoners,  viz.,  Ghassy  Khan  No.  80, 
Nadir  Khan  No.  34,  and  Bhyroo  No.  35,  not  appearing 
to  me  to  have  been  satisfactorily  identified,  I  requested 
farther  explanation  on  the  subject  of  those  prisoners 
from  Captain  Borthwick,  a  copy  of  whose  letter  in  reply 
1  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 

I  hare^  Sec.  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  B.  MARTIN,  Resident. 

To  W.  B.  MARTIN.  Esquiek, 

Resident,  kc,  Indore. 
SiK, 

I  have  herewith  the  honor  to  snb- 
mit  my  prooeedingfs  in  the  trial  of  a  gang  of  Tbaga 
apprehendfld  by  me  in  the  western  state  and  districts  of 
Malwa,  as  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  lOlh  October 
last  and  on  different  snbseqnent  periods,  as  in  the  coarse 
of  investigation  information  was  obtainetl)  and  thoogh 
there  are  still  a  nnmber  of  these  atrocioas  criminals  at 
large,  whose  captare  I  was  in  hopes  of  effecting  before 
these  proceediogs  were  broagbt  to  a  close,  bat  ^ey  have 
hitherto  eluded  my  search.  I  have  no  doubt  that  my 
efforts  which  shall  contione  to  be  directed  towards  ac- 
complishing their  captare  will,  at  no  distant  period,  be 
snooessfal  in  the  attainment  of  that  object. 

3.  The  process  observed  in  the  condact  of  these 
proceedings  is  the  same  as  that  prescribed  by  Govern- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  former  gtmg  apprehended  by  me 
in  the  year  18S8. 
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3.  The  examinationa  of  the  approven,  vhioh  from 
the  first  part  of  theae  proceedinga  elicit  exact  and 
correspoDdioff  narrativea  6f  the  principal  facts  and 
atrocities  perpetrated  ia  tbe  coarse  of  the  different  mnr- 
derons  excarsions  to  which  they  refer,  followed  by  a 
foil  and  satisfactwy  identification  and  description  of  the 
persons  and  occnpations  of  tbe  prisoners  in  the  gangs  ob 
those  00 cas ion 9,  seemed  to  furnish  snchatnass  of  proof 
against  them  as  was  sufficient  to  establish  their  guilt,  with 
the  addition  of  a  voluntary  confession  from  tbe  prisoners 
themselves  which,  withoat  exception,  it  will  he  seen, 
each  of  them  made  withoat  hesitatian. 

4.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  this  shonld  be  tbe 
ease  in  the  present  instance,  while  in  that  of  the  former 
gang  apprehended  and  tried  by  me  abont  foar  years  ago, 
they,  with  a  few  exceptions,  obstinately  persevered  to  tbe 
laal  in  maintaining  their  innocence,  and  strennoasly 
denied  that  they  ever  belcmged  to  these  atrocioDs  associa- 
tions or  bad  any  knowledge  of  their  practices. 

•  5,  This  may  in  some  measure  be  accoonted  for  from 
the  fact  that  the  former  was,  as  for  as  I  am  aware,  the 
first  gang  of  Thugs  that  had  ever  been  convicted,  that  the 
greater  nomber  of  them  had  repeatedly  bemi  before  oar 
Jadioial  Courts,  where,  throogh  doubtful  or  defective 
evideoce  against  them,  together  with  bold  and  oonfident 
denial  on  their  part,  they  bad  doubtless  hitherto  contriv- 
ed to  evade  the  punishment  due  to  their  atrocities;  while 
the  present  criminals  not  being  eqnally  experienced  in 
snch  arts  of  evasion  and  subterfuge,  may  have  thonght 
that  in  the  face  of  snch  clear  proof  against  them,  denial 
of  their  goilt  would  not  avail  them,  baton  the  contrary 
that  confeasioo  of  their  crimes  was  the  most  likely  way  to 
obtain  a  mitigation  of  the  ponishment  attached  to  ihen. 
This  is  the  only   way   in  which  1  caa  acooont  for  tbe 
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opposite  eandoot    of  the  two  g^gs  nnder  the    gams 
ciroamstaDcesi 

6.  The  approvers  have  severally  received  a  distinot 
pledge  that  their  lives  woold  be  spared,  provided  thej 
made  a  full  and  unreserved  disclosure  of  the  acts  of  their 
assooiates;  at  the  same  time  they  were  as  distinctly  in- 
formed that  I  did  not  conceive  myself  aatborized  to 
grant  them  any  farther  indalgence.  Bat  considering 
that  they  have  well  performed  the  conditions  on  which  my 
pledge  to  them  was  given,  and  that  in  the  conviction  of 
their  associates,  through  their  evidence,  such-  important 
service  has  been  rendered  to  the  commnnity  at  large, 
I  trust  that  their  liberty  will  also'  be  granted  to  them, 
vbich  I  conceive  may  with  safety  be  done,  provided  they 
are  placed  under  the  snrveiliance  of  the  local  authorities 
of  the  districts  where  they  reside,  and  that  a  strict  and 
onremitting  watch  be  kept  npon  their  actions. 

7.  With  regard  to  the  articles  of  property,  of  which 
a  list  19  appended  to  the  proceedings,  shewing  the  names 
of  the  individuals  from  whom  the  articles  were  recovered, 
and  in  most  instauces  the  names  of  the  Thugs  from  whom 
they  were  reoeived,  also  an  estimated  value  of  the  whole 
determined  by  a  Punchayet  assembled  by  me  for  the 
purpose,  I  beg  to  observe  that  nearly  the  whole  of  these 
articles  were  the  proceeds  of  two  of  those  periodical  es- 
eursions  undertaken  by  one  gang  or.  another  of  these 
miscreants  generally  every  year.  One  of  these  two 
excursions  was  conducted  by  the  approver  Rama  Jema- 
dar, in  the  latter  end  of  1629  and  beginning  of  1830, 
and  the  other  by  the  prisoner  Bhowona  Jemadar,  from 
which  be  and  his  gang  had  only  returned  about  a  month 
prior  to  their  seizure.  The  diamond  ring  being  an 
article  of  considerable  value,  and  the  other  articles 
found  at  the  same  time  on  the  bodies  of  the  two  Angriahs, 
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from  whom  it  was  taken  may,  with  it  be  traced  to  their 
original  owners,  bnt  the  othet  articles  in  the  *Ust,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  strings  of  inferior  seed  pearls  and  bits 
of  omamenta  broken,  for  the  pnrpose  of  division,  being 
of  a  common  description  and  separately  of  trifling  value, 
there  appears  little  cbaace  of  being  able  (o  Bscertain 
to  whom  they  belong, 

8.  I  request  to  be  favored  with  inEtrnctions  re- 
garding the  disposal  of  snob  of  the  articles  as  may  not 
be  recognized,  or  for  which  owners  are  not  fonnd,  as 
also  of  the  money  shown  in  the  list  to  have  been  recover- 
ed from  different  persons  on  the  pries  of  articles  received 
from  the  Tfaogs  and  sold  by  ibem.  I  have  been  endea- 
voaring  to  discover  the  owner  of  the  diamond  ting,  and 
thoDgh  as  yet  onsnocessful,  I  have  recently  obtained 
information  that  is  likely  to  lead  to  the  attainment  of  that 
object,  the  particnlars  and  resnlt  of  which  shall  daly  be 
reported  to  yon. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  BORTHWICK, 

Poll.  Agent. 

Office  of  the  Mahidpore     \ 
'  Pall.  Agent,  26*A  /w/y,  1832.  / 


Eatimated  value  of  the  above  article),  determined  Sy  a 
Punchayet  assembled  by  me  at  Rutlamfor  the  purpose^ 
consisting  of  the  following  persons : 

Omied  Mai  Sahookar. 
Aama  Gogia  ditto. 
Myachnnd  ditto. 
Jowahirchand  Feetlea  ditto. 
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Balnea  Cliowaa,  a  dealer  in  tialive  arnameitli. 
Seetram  Sonar. 

Vakeels  of  Botlam,  Selona,  Seelanthoro,  Bani- 
wara>  uid  Partabghar. 

Diamond  Ring,  acquired  by  the  Rama  Jema< 
dar  approrer  No.  1,  and  recovered  from  Amer 
Singh  PormarteharBaDeea, Ri.  6000  0  0 

3  Rings,  acqnired  at  the  same  time  by  Rama 
iTemadar,  vis.  3  Emeraldi  and  1  finby 75  0  0 

The  DDs«t  Diamond  ditto  ditto, 25  0  0 

3  Large  Pearla,  also  acqnired  by  Rama  Je- * 
madar  at  the  aame  tine,  ....» 40O  0  0 

Remaining  articles  in  the  above  liits,  con- 
sisting of  gold  and  silver  ornameats  with  and 
wilhont  preoioQS  stones,  gold  and  silver  BnllioB, 
Honey  and  strings  of  Seed  Pearls,  also  Pearls 
of  different  sizes,  estimated  to  amount  to  the 
valneof 5633  8  0 

Rnpees     13033  8  0 

(Signed)        W.  BORTHWICK. 

Political  Agent. 

To  J.  BAX,  ENQUIRE, 

Resident,  hic.  Jrc>»  Indore, 
Sis, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  prooeed- 
iogs  iostitated  by  me  for  the  trial  of  the  Thug  prisoners 
in  my  cnstody. 

2d.    f  am  aware  that  objection  may  be  taken  to  the 

conviction  of  these  prisoaers  prodaced  as  it  has  baea  by 

tiie  evidence  alone  of  the  ipprorers,  bot  it  shodd  be 

3o 
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rememberecl  that  there  is  no  other  soarce,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  them  as  accomplices,  from  whence  proof  of  the 
mnrderoas  actsjof  the  prisoners  oould  be  derived,  and 
that  being  the  case,  it  only  remains  that  every  posBible 
precaution  be  observed  to  prevent  false  or  corrnpt  testi- 
mony beiag  giren,  and  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  has  been 
an  object  to  wtiich  I  have  throaghont  most  strictly 
attended. 

3d.  In  the  apprehension  of  only  two  of  the  prisoners,, 
namely,  Nos.  7  and  8,  has  the  employment  of  the  appro* 
vers  been  had  recoarse  to,  the  whole  of  the  others  having 
been  traced  by  me  to  their  several  haants  through  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  sources  of  information,  while  they  were 
only  employed  after  the  crimiaals  were  so  traced,  to 
recognise  their  persona  and  point  them  ont  to  the  parlies 
sent  to  seize  them  ;  it  could  not  therefore  be  any  object 
with  them  to  shape  their  evidence  so  as  to  convict  (he 
prisoner  whose  apprehension  as  a  criminal  they  had  b«eo 
the  means  of  effecting. 

4th.  In  addition  to  the  consistent  and  confirmatory 
nature  of  the  present  evidence,  I  beg  to  mention  what 
affords  a  forcible  impression  of  its  perfect  correctness, 
the  fact  that  in  the  lists  of  the  gangs  which  proceeded  on 
the  different  expeditions  of  which  the  approvers  gave  an 
Account  on  the  former  trial,  the  names  of  the  present 
prisoners  then  at  large,  are  included,  and  the  parts  &at 
most  of  them  performed,  particularly  the  stranglers  in  the 
murders  perpetrated,  are  stated. 

5th.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  inform  yon  that  the 
property  found  partly  in  the  possession  of  the  form^ 
party  of  Thogs  themselves  at  the  time  they  were  appre- 
hended, and  partly  recovered  from  tiiat  of  otiiers  to 
which  they  had  conveyed  it,  still  remains  nnclaimed  in 
toy  possession,  nor  with  the  exception  of  the  valuable 
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diamond  rin^,  ia  any  part  of  it  of  a  description  likely 
ever  to  be  claimed,  consisting  as  it  does  of  broken  bits  of 
gold  and  silver  native  ornaments,  a  few  separate  pearls  of 
middling  size,  and  a  considerable  qaantity  of  inferior  seed 
pearls,  8co,  A  list  of  the  whole  is  appended  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  former  trial.  I  therefore  beg  to  saggest 
that  the  whole  of  this  property,  with  exception  of  the  ring 
above  alluded  to,  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  brought  to  the 
accoDnt  of  Government.  With  regard  to  this  ring,  several 
individnals  have  laid  claim  to  it,  bnt  the  pretensions  of 
none  hitherto  have  home  that  correspondence  with  the 
description  of  the  w-ticle,  or  the  ciroumstances  connected 
with  it,  that  could  render  their  claims  admissable,  with 
the  reception  of  a  person  named  Chimasa,  a  Bheema 
walah  of  At^im,  who  has  lately  proved  that  a  ring  of 
nearly  the  same  value  as  the  one  in  question  was  des- 
patched to  him  from  Snrat  mnch  about  the  time  the 
present  ring  is  supposed  to  have  been  acquired  by  the 
Thugs,  bat  he  is  onable  to  give  a  description  of  the 
article ;  he  is  however  now  prosecuting  his  inquiries  of 
the  Dookan  at  Snrat  from  which  it  was  dispatched,  and 
has  promised  shortly  to  submit  the  result. 

(Signed)        W.  BORTHWICK, 

Poll.  Agent. 
Mahidpore,  4M  OctoUr,  1834. 
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APPENDIX     y. 


CASE  OF  R1V£R  THUGGEE  AT  DACCA. 


"  In  Jaly  lut  two  men,  one  a  Mussalman,  the  other  a 
Bindoo,  left  Daoca  together  for  FarreiMlpore,  where  they 
oerCT  UTtred.  Gnqairiea  were  made  in  both  Zilliihs 
throsgh  the  polioe,  but  without  effect.  It  was  stated 
that  they  bad  16  rnpees  with  tbem,  end  that  there  were 
two  other  pacsengen  on  the  sane  boat.  In  September  a 
nan  named  Bholanatb  Chnng  was  bnjnght  to  me :  he 
atated  that  ia  Hagh  of  that  year,  he  and  sereral  others 
ireot  to  Rnngpore  with  two  tobacoo  merobaata  aa 
pas8eDg«r§,  strangled  tbem  with  angoocbaa  and  threw 
th«n  into  the  rirer,  and  got  40  nipees  from  them.  Hia 
relation,  Snroop  Chnng,  be  said  knew  more  of  thia,  and 
night  know  something  of  the  Dacca  caie.  Snroop  was 
aent  for,  and  oame  and  deposed  that  he  and  five  others 
were  at  Dacca  in  a  polnar.  The;  took  two  passengers  on 
board  to  bring  them  to  Fnrreedpore,  one  a  Mass&lman, 
the  other  a  Hindoo,  took  (hem  to  a  Cbur  sandliank 
aboat  two  hoars  journey  distance  from  Dacca,  there 
strangled  them  with  angoochas,  threw  the  bodies  over- 
board and  went  back  through  Dacca  to  Naraignoje,  got 
15  rapeea  and  other  property  from  tbem:  two  of  the 
leaders  of  the  gang  dressed  themseiveg  up  as  Brahmins, 
and  aeated  themselves  in  the  boat  as  passengers  to  inspire 
confidence.  They  afterwu^s  added  that  there  were  two 
boats,  one  a  panchway  with  five  men  in  it,  besides  the 
pulwar.    These  men  be  afterwards  reported  were  in  ttis 
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panchway  close  to  Furreedpore,  baring  come  for  pauen- 
gers  at  the  Doorga  PooJRh,  They  were  seized,  foaria 
number ;  at  first  all  told  contradictory  stories  as  to 
where  they  had  been,  &c.,  aflerwards  three  confessed  : 
two  to  haviDg  been  Hollahs  (sailors)  of  the  boaton  which  the 
two  missins  passengers  left  Dacca  with  other  particulars ; 
the  third  to  haviog  told  a  false  story  at.the  roqaest  of  the 
others.  His  brother  was  one  of  the  party  at  Dacca,  bat 
being  sick  bad  staid  at  borne  and  he  had  taken  his  place. 
In  the  boat  was  found  a  doty,  recognized  by  the  friends  of 
the  Hindoo,  also  a  Massnlman  dress  and  piece  of  cloth 
reoognized  by  the  friends  of  the  missing  Massolman,  bnt 
the  latter  could  bring  no  witness  to  swear  to  them.  There 
were  also  found  in  the  boat  two  Brahminical  threads,  though 
all  the  boatmen  were  Chandal«.  The  Nazir  and  a  Mobnrir 
were  sent  to  take  up  all  the  persons  implicated  in  these 
coflfessions.  Two  others  who  were  taken  up  confessed, 
and  one  prodnoed  from  his  house  a  Iota  which  he  said  had 
been  bis  share  of  the  spoil.  This  had  before  been  men- 
tioned ai  having  been  with  the  deceased,  and  was  identi- 
fied by  three  or  four  witnesses.  The  brother  of  one  of 
the  missing  men  who  had  accompanied  them  to  the  boat 
deposed,  that  the  panchway  which  was  seized  near 
Furreedpore  was  the  same  as  that  in  which  the  missing 
men  went.  He  also  swore  that  he  believed  that  two  of 
the  prisoners  were  two  of  the  men  he  saw  in  the  boat, 
the  one,  one  of  the  Brahnin  patiengen,  the  other  one 
of  the  Mnllahs  (sailors).  Suroop,  who  first  gave  information 
and  bad  been  promised  pardon,  was  admitted  aa  a  witness 
against  the  others,  of  whom  eight  were  made  over  for  trial. 
"  In  the  above  case  a  man  named  Sarhul  Dam  was 
named  in  Snroop's  confession  ;  on  being  taken  np  in  the 
Mofossil  he  denied,  bnt  when  examined  by  me  he  denied 
all  knowledge  of  the  Dacca  case,  bnt  confessed  that  in 
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May  and  June  he  vent  with  a  namber  of  others  ia 
three  boats,  one  a  palffar  ;  that  they  first  took  on  board 
in  Mytnansing  (cigse  to  the  borders  of  Farreedpore)  two 
Tanties  (wea?ers)  on  pretence  of  buying  cloths  from  them ; 
that  be  weut  on  shore  for  a  short  time,  and  on 
coming  baok  saw  the  clolhs  bat  not  the  Tanties.  The 
cloths  were  divided  amongst  the  party,  and  be  con- 
cluded the  Tauties  were  mardered.  They  went  to 
RuDgpore  and  they  were  coming  back  when  they 
fell  in  with  a  boat  laden  with  Tobacco  and  Hemp 
going  to  Serajgunge.  There  were  five  men  in  it ;  they 
kept  with  this  boat  for  a  day  or  two.  At  last  on  pre- 
tence of  singing  Hurry  Soot,  they  got  the  five  men 
of  the  Tobacco  boat  (o  sit  down  with  them  in  a  circle, 
then  strangled  them  all  with  angoochas.  Onemanper- 
formiDg  the  operation  on  each  man,  whilst  the  others  held 
their  hands  and  feet  and  pressed  opon  their  stomachs. 
They  threw  the  bodies  into  the  river  and  went  down  the 
stream  till  evening  with  both  boats,  when  they  pat  the 
Hemp  and  Tobacco  into  their  own  pnlwar,  end  sank 
the  boat  of  the  men  they  had  murdered  by  breaking  two 
boles  through  the  bottom  of  it  with  a  hatchet.  They 
Tetamed  and  sold  the  Tobacco  and  Hemp  at  Maniok- 
gnnge  in  this  district.  The  persons  implicated  by  this 
Btalement  were  all  taken  ap — three  confessed  according 
to  the  statement  of  Surbul  Dam,  bat  more  c1early~ 
they  also  said  there  were  only  two  boats  and  in  all  tea 
men,  which,  on  comparison  of  the  statements,  was  evi- 
dently the  true  one.  One  of  these  was  Bholanatb,  the 
first  informer.  Both  he  and  another,  Kissen  Mohnn,  said 
tbey  saw  the  two  Tanties  strangled.  One  other  man 
owned  having  been  a  party  to  the  sale  of  the  Hemp  and 
Tobacco  which  they  brought  from  Rnngpore.  He  was 
one   of  the  leaders   of  the   gang.     In    nearly  all   their 
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boases  a  bnndle  of  Tobacco  vas  foaad.  On  enquiry  the 
heirs  of  the  two  Tanties  were  diacovered.  They  were 
residents  in  Farreedpore,  their  brothers  went  to  a  place 
in  M^monsing  to  sell  some  cloths  and  never  retnrned : 
the  time  of  their  disappearance  aod  place  they  were 
coming  from  and  going  to  agreed  with  the  statements  of 
the  prisoners.  They  did  not  effect  a  sale  of  their  cloths 
at  Hymonging.  and  were  coming  back  with  them.  Some 
very  fine  pieces  of  cloth  foond  in  the  prisoners  bands  bo're 
^e  same  mark  as  that  used  by  the  deceased,  hot  they 
conid  not  swear  to  them.  The  heirs  of  the  five  men  in 
the  Tobacco  boat  were  likewise  foand :  fonr  of  them 
resided  in  Mymnnsing  ;  they  hired  oat  their  boat  and 
services  to  a  Mabajun  Merchant  at  Serajgnnge;  went 
with  a  cargo  of  Salt  to  Rangpore  and  were  coming  back 
with  Tobasco  and  Hemp  when  they  were  thus  mardered. 
The  fifith  person  was  a  man  sent  by  the  Gomashta  to  pilot 
them.  Intelligence  had  daly  been  given  to  the  Police  at 
Rnngpore,  and  the  Magistrate  of  that  district  reported 
that  a  boat  answering  in  description  to  the  one  described 
by  Sarbal  Dam  had  been  found  with  two  holes  cut 
throagh  the  bottom.  The  place  where  it  was  fonnd 
agreed  also  with  Sarbnl  Dam's  statement.  The  boat  was 
sent  for,  and  also  the  Rongpore  Gomashta  who  proved 
the  despatch  of  the  Hemp  and  Tobacco.  The  sale  of  it 
at  Manickgange  was  proved  by  the  Merchant  who  effect- 
ed it :  fonr  of  the  prisoners  were  identified  as  parties  to 
the  sale  which  was  regalarly  entered  in  the  books.  The 
boat  was  identified  both  by  the  relations  of  the  deceased, 
who  owned  it,  and  by  the  witnesses  who  were  admitted 
as  King's  evidence  against  the  others.  It  had  been  re- 
paired, but  the  original  siae  of  the  two  boles  had  been 
marked  ont.  Two  men  were  admitted  as  witnesses 
Against   the    olhera  i   eight    were   made    over   for    the 
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Harder  of  the  two  Tantiei,  and  tiie  fire  Totnooo 
boatmen ;  and  one  for  receiviag  and  uiisting  tt  the 
■ale  of  the  Tobaoco.  Id  the  hoate  of  raie  of  t^e 
non-confesaing  priioners  in  the  Dacca  oate  wai  found 
a  braai  Bela;  which  wtm  reoognized  bj  a  Gwala  at  For* 
reedpore,  as  baring  been  witii  bis  brother  wben  he 
and  two  othera  left  Farreedpore  for  MymeMin;  i* 
Jaaamj  1884.  Tbey  have  never  since  bem  beard  of. 
It'  is  r^nlarly  mitwed  in  the  liat  of  property  lost  which 
was  given  in  when  they  were  declared  missing.  '  Unfor- 
tonately  nc  other  witness  to  the  property  bas  yet  been 
fonnd." 

This  clear  and  interesting  statoramt  of  the  case  [  omi- 
olade  to  have  been  drawn  ap  by  the  Ha^strate  of  Far- 
reedpore, Mr.  W.  H.  Martin,  and  thoagh  it  has  not  come 
to  me  in  an  official  shape  or  aothraiticated  with  his  name, 
I  ventare  to  reoommeod  its  bdog  printed  witb  the  other 
papers  connected  witb  it.  W.  H.  S. 


To  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  SLEEUAN, 

Jfc.    *c.    See. 
Mr  S BAR  Sib, 

If  distance  of  time  and  place 
had  bad  any  tendency  to  diminish  my  former  interest  re* 
gardiog  Thnggee,  of  which  I  am  not  oonscioos,  a  fresb 
atinalos  would  have  been  given  by  a  case  which  baa  just 
been  oader  trial.  To  yon  who  are  so  lUicb  better  verged 
in  the  system  and  details  of  Thuggee,  and  so  titoroagbly 
aoqounted  with  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  carried 
on,  it  will  be  no  novelty  to  &nd  that  it  exists  as  a  syiteoi 
in  Bengal.  Several  yean  have  lapsed  since  I  first  heard 
of  its  existence  (p^ibape  it  was  in  1828)  in  the  way  whwA 
bas  been  described  in  the  trial  lately  before  me.  Beiiennc 
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thia  to  be  the  fint  instance  of  «  pcoiecntwD  to  con- 
viotion  in  Bengal,  I  send  yoa  oopiei  of  some  robakuies 
by  the  Joint  Higittrate  of  Fnreedpore,  Ur.  W.  H. 
Martin,  a  copy  of  the  Session  Judge's  letter  referring  tbe 
trial,  and  another  «f  my  Minntes.  Be  iodolgent  to  thess 
last,  for  they  are  taken  doirn  hastily  as  the  Persian 
papers  are  read  oat  to  me,  so  that  the  sentences  are  as 
inverted  in  this  abstract  ttanslation  as  ia  tbe  original. 
These  p^ers,  taken  together,  will  afford  yon  as  moch 
information  as  yon  reqgire  of  oneoase.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion that  an  official  commnnioation  shall  be  made  throngb 
the  proper  channel  to  yonr  locam  tenens,  by  whom  the 
officer  of  the  department  nearest  to  the  locale  will  doahtless 
be  properly  inatraoted.  I  think  a  good  basis  tiir  further 
eperatioBB  Is  famished,  and  Uiat  the  approvers  in  thia 
case,  if  well  managed,  may  prove  eaientially  niefal.  In 
short,  that  there  iM  an  opening,  which  it  is  often  diffioalt 
to  find,  throagfa  which  some  progress  may  be  made.  As 
your  Assistants  are  now  being  posted  in  Bengal,  I  cob- 
clode  orders  will  be  issned  throngh  the  Circuit  Commis- 
sioners to  the  Magistrates,  to  place  thenuelrea  jn  oones- 
pondenoe  with  them,  and  not  only  to  aid  and  snpport 
their  operations,  bnt  to  make  known  ocoarrenoes  whiek 
bear  the  resemblaooe  of  Tfanggte.  For  fear  of  any  omia* 
sion  I  have  proposed  the  transmission  of  papers  relating 
even  to  this  trial  as  before  mentioned,  thaj  my  mite  of 
o»-operation  in  a  groat  nndertaking  might  not  be  wanting. 
I  have  failed  in  eBdeavonrs  to  get  at  some  old  depoai* 
tions  of  wbioh  I  onoe  before  spoke,  hot  I  may  repeat  that, 
whenever  yon  have  an  Aaaistant  whose  oirole  embraoei 
Baneowa,  h«  will  pret^  anr^y  find  a  large  gang  of 
Hossnlman  Thogs  in  that  small  town.  It  fceld  theii  in 
1830,  and  «a  the  Magistrate  eoald  not  develope,  their  plans, 
be.  tw,,  I  donbt  not  the  whole  party  being  there  still. 
8  a 
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As  I  am  to  apply  for  afrankibona'fide  onsetrice,  I 
mut  limit  my  prirate  commnnicatioD  to  ^ood  wishe*  for 
yoor  health,  having  amended  by  change  of  air  and  relief 
from  application  to  daty. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

tmiy  and  sincerely  yonr'a, 
(Signed)        G.  STOCKWELL. 
Caleutta,  2&th  March.  1836. 

(Copy  No.  67.) 
To  J.  F.  M.  BEID,  Esquire, 

BegUter  to  tha  Nizamut  Adawlat, 

Fort  William, 
Six. 

I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  for  the  de- 
^ioD  of  the  Nisamot  Adawlat  my  proceedings,  and  those 
of  the  Joint  Magistrate  of  Farreedpoore,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Martin,  in  the  case  noted  in  the  margin,  held  at  Dacca  on 
the  19th  and  SOth  instant. 
3d.    PrisoDers  plead  not  gnihy. 

3d.  JoygoTind  Tantee  and  Lakhekont,  brothers  to  the 
missing  persons,  say  they  left  home  in  Bysakh  to  go  to  the 
hoase  of  Hookom  Chaad  to  sell  some  cloth  to  him,  and 
that  they  have  never  seen  themsinoe;  they  heard  from 
Hooknm  Chand  that  he  did  not  bay  any  thing  from  them, 
■nd  that  they  went  away  from  bis  honse  immediately. 
The  confessions  state  that  they  were  called  on  board  the 
Iwat,  some  of  the  prisoners  saying  they  wanted  to  bay 
gome  cloth ;  these  witnesses  say  two  pieces  of  cloth  found 
are  like  what  the  Tantees  had  with  them. 

4.  Sheeboo  Manjee  and  three  others,  relations  to  the 
persons  on  the  Tobacco  boat,  say  they  left  honie  in  Jaat 
(May)  to  go  to  Seer^egonge,  and  were  there  employed  by 
Deepbaadoo,  a  Mahajon.    From  thenoe  they  took  aload 
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of  salt  to  Koloeghant :  these  witoessea  prove  the  boat 
fbnnd  to  be  that  on  which  their  relations  were.  Odye 
Cbund  Gomaihteh,  of  the  last  named  place,  says  he  aent 
tiiem  off  OD  the  36th  of  Jaet  with  53  toaands  of  Tobacco 
and  31  of  Hemp  for  Seerajegange,  from  which  place  he 
got  a  letter ^bont  fifleen  days  after  staling  they  bad  not 
arrived  there. 
Hargorind  conGrma  the  above, 

5.  Bnllaye  Pal  Uvea  at  Manickgnnge,  recognisea  pri- 
aonera  Sarroop  Mistree,  Jagomohan  Biswas,  and  Bnogsee 
Chang.  On  the  9th  or  10th  Assar  he  sold  for  them  some 
Tobacco  and  Hemp  and  paid  the  money  to  prisoner 
Sarroop  Mistree.  Ramhnrry  Chnkerbatty  is  employed 
at  the  Golah  of  Jaggernantb  Shah.  On  the  9th  of  Aaaar 
the  above  witness  bronght  the  prisoner  Sarroop  Mistree, 
who  gave  his  name  Saroop,  and  the  witness,  wrote  tlie 
amount  of  Tobacco  sold  on  that  day  in  the  book  ;  witness 
recognizes  prisoner  Jagomohan  Biawaa  as  one  of  the 
party.  The  Katabihee  was  prodaeed.  In  it  the  Tobacco 
and  Hemp  sold  is  regniarly  entered,  and  nearly  amonnts 
to  the  quantity  said  to  have  been  on  the  boat. 

6.  Two  witnesses  were  present  when  the  prisoner 
Soobol  Dam  claimed  a  dhotee,  soppoaed  to  have  belonged 
to  the  Tanteea ;  the  evidence  of  the  five  next  witnesses 
goes  merely  to  prove  ttiat  tbe  prisoners  are  not  always  at 
home.    Witnesses  to  the  confessions  examined. 

7.  Bholanath  Chang  and  Kiahen  Mohan  admitted  as 
evidence,  relate  the  circumstances  attending  the  murders, 
bnt  their  evidence  in  detail  is  taken  after  the  conftasions. 
Their  being  present  is  confirmed  by  the  witnesses  at 
Manickgnnge  and  the  statements  of  the  prisoners,  bat 
■till  I  am  not  iDclined  to  rely  on  their  evidence  aa  to  tho 
particular  persona  present  at  tbe  mnrders. 

6.  Prisoner  Gungaram  Miatree,  in  bis  confession  be- 
fore the  Joint  Magistrate,  nys  he  was  on  board  tbe  boat 
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vfaM  pri*0B8r  NabMQ  Dm  oalled  tlie  two  Tantaea,  iiyin^ 
ke  viDted  to  bay  Anne  cloth — they  came  oa  boavd-<- 
ptuooet  wu  told  to  go  by  lud— be  retsmed  to  tke  boaU 
aJ>w}tanhow  afterwards;  did  not  see  the  Tanteei.  Ax  the 
cloth  «g»  oo  the  boat  had  snapiciwu  that  they  bad  beea 
made  away  with.  They  afterwards  fell  in  wiUi  the  Tobaceo 
boat ;  and  the  prisoners  whilst  the  people  wsfe  ettiag, 
strangled  them  ;  the  tobacco  was  cemoved  to  their  boat 
aad  th*  other  sonk  :  prisoner  feofHved  a  piece  of  oloth 
and  wu  premised  his  share  of  the  money  when  tb« 
Tohseoo  was  soldt 

9.  Prisoner  Soobnl  San  before  the  Joiat  Magistrate, 
si^s  be  was  with  the  prkonera — they  had  three  boats 
which  cmas  to  at  the  sase  place  as  the  Tobacco  boafr^e 
and  another  went  away  for  woodland  on  his  retarn  did  not 
see  the  people  of  the  other  boat.  The  Tobacco  was 
broB^ton  board  their  boat  and  the  other  senfc. 

10.  Prnooer  Snroop  Htstree  before  the  Joint  Magta- 
trateaad  nysdf  sUtas  he  sold  the  Tobacco  and  Hemp  at 
the  request  of  prisoner  Gnngarain  Mistreie.  The  other 
six  prisoners  deny  beio^  oonoeroed  in  the  afbir. 

11.  The  three  witnesses  called  fay  prisoner  Soobnl 
Dam,  soy  he  loft  tiaaa  lillage  nren  years  ago  and  where 
be  now  lirbs  they  cannot  say — prisoner  Bongwe  Chsng- 
calls  witn^Ms  who  never  saw  him  before  he  oane  to  a 
relation's  bowe  :  ho  had  a  pnlwar  which  he  nended  tiiere 
—the  ether  witnesses  called  to  spealc  to  ohaiacler  and 
the  prisoners  being  at  hoiM  in  owtain  mondu. 

3b3.  The  fiitwa  eonriots  the  priseners  of  the  crion 
diarged  agniast  thea^  and  declafOft  Ihem  liable  to  pmiob' 
ment  by  AkoohaL 

13.  Priiooer  Soobnl  Bam  nay  be  convicted  on  his 
own  confession  of  bein^  pciv y  to  both  msrders  and  being 
na  aecoBiplioo  in  the  pdander  of  An  Tobacce  boat. 
Prisoner  GnngaEaiB  Miitr8»  of  being  praacnt  at  ttia 
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murder  and  plander  of  the  boat,  and  privity  to  ^  other- 
marder  ob  his  owa  ooufffaaion.  Priwaer  Sarroop  Mistree 
OD  his  own  atateneat  of  faav  in^  sold  the  Tobaooo  and 
Hemp,  for  the  possession  of  which  be  eao  io  aa  vaj 
aoooQDt.  Priianer  Bailee  Cbnn^,  b;  the  evidence  of 
Bollaye  Pal,  and  Friaoaer  Ju^mohoo  Biswn,  by  the 
rame  evideiMe,  Mtd  that  of  Ramharry  ChaokerbBtty,  of 
beingf  ooncerned  in  die  selling. 

I  haver  &0.  &«• 
(Signed)        J.  F.G.COOKE, 

Offiaiatinf  Seathn  Jtidge. 
ZiUah  Daaca, 
Seision  Judge's  Office, 
The  \»t  February,  1836. 


836.  j 


Read  aletter  from  Offioiatins  Session  Judge  of  Zillah. 
Dacca,  dated  1st  February  1836,  aending  his  proceedings 
and  those  of  the  Magistrate,  on  the  (bllowing  trtal :  held 
19tb,  SOtb  Bad  25th  January  1885. 

Trial  No.  a  ef  the  Sessiraw  for  Janoary  ld36 :  and 
TSo.  2  of  Calendar  for  December  1836. 

GOVEBKMBNT pROSBCUTOB.    . 


mi  fUin,  aged  3S 

5  SoToop  Hktraey  mhi  of 
£nnrdai,  af  rd  36  yptn, 

4  Nubecodco,  im  of  B»- 
dhaki^aadeo,  aced  33 

6  BiiinohiiB  BifWM,  mb 
of  JaKmoliiiii    Biiwa^ 

•gcd9&r*s**. 

$  l^keekonth  Sen,  wo  of 


7  KnmuldBt,  too  of  Hnr- 
fqbmd  Dm,  ifcd  3S 
Tcsra. 

■  fiaqfwe  ClniDi^  *»  «( 


Vernt 
■TonlcrbT    f.Machir.m  TmW,  ") 

t  KaJacbnod  Manjee,  ' 


lanjM,  ■* 

id.      >'" 


,In  a  boat  \mSe»  iH(A  HMif  imt  Tobswo,  ahfl 
ranrder  of  a  man,  mmied  Pahatoo,  in  a  Jul 
polwaT  bbat 
jUk>  robbery  of  the  HimptTobaaM  an^otbtr 
propertj,  aiding,  abetting,  add  being  priry' 
tolfaemnt—tecakinfihatMMi^pMtTr 
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V  Jafcmnhtm  Biiwu,  l>*-'\ 
■Dg  «cc»-«2  ""•  P"';  /iWe  mucMtAhied  :  in  the  montb  «f  Apnl 
to  ibat    ^ncet,   tadl       1835,  in tt.  rirer  Jumooa,  nemr  BioUWO. 
K«iTi»ll>e.lolaptt>./'    DtSUofMrmtiuiDg. 
pertjt     kDOviDKly  :    IwoV 
SfaootMsaic  prodacod.^ 

Vakeel  of  Govenunent  files  bit  plea. 

The  prisoners  plead  not  groilty. 
Joyg^obind  Taotee,  or  weaver,  sworn  i-^^yoatb  was  my 
own  brother.  Mojeeram  or  Moocheeremlknew  ;  belired 
in  Payola.  In  last  Bysakb  (April)  one  day  abont  dawn, 
Hoojeeram  came  to  my  honse  with  two  pairs  of  dhoteea. 
.and  my  brother  with  six  pairs,  set  out  with  him  for  Moza 
Binanee,  to  the  house  of  Hookamchand,  in  order  to  sell 
their  cloths — they  never  retarned.  After  three  days  I  and 
Lukbikanth,  brother  of  Mojeeram,  went  to  Hooknm'a 
honse  to  look  for  them  ;  he  said  two  Tanteea  bad  been 
there  with  cloths  three  days  before,  bnt  as  the  price 
coald  not  be  settled,  they  left  with  their  cloths ;  so  wo 
retarned,  but  onr  search  by  the  way  was  vain.  In 
Kattck,  the  Police  officers  bronght  me  to  their  Joint 
Uagistrate  of  Fareedpoor,  to  whom  we  made  onr  depo- 
sition. The  Dhotee  No.  Ill,  is  of  the  sort  which  my 
brother  and  Hoji  osed  to  wear. 

Lukhiknntb  Tantee,  or  weaver.  Date  forgot: — One  day 
aboDt  dawn  in  Bysakh  (April)  my  brother  Mojeeram  went  ' 
with  two  pairs  of  dhotees  to  sell  in  the  village  of 
Benanee,  at  the  honse  of  Hookamchnnd  ;  he  said  he 
would  retnm  that  day,  bat  when  three  days  had  passed 
witboat  his  returning  I  thought  that  as  Joynath  had  gone 
to  search  after  his  brother  I  wonld  take  Joygobind,  and 
go  and  enquire  of  Uooknm  abont  mine :  we  went,  &o. 
fame  as  aboTe.  Dhotee  47  is  like  that  kind  which  my 
brother  made. 

Shea  Hanjee.    In  Jeth  lost,  my  brother  Ealacband, 
with  LochuD,    Hookamchmid   and  Bampenbad,  on  a 
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ponshway  belongiag  to  me,  set  oat  to  SheerqjgaDgeto 
obtain  hireor  freight:  there,  attheGoIahor  varehoase 
of  SaroopDeeDooBnndooShab,  be  was  engaged  aod  took 
Salt  for  Khnllaighat,  io  the  District  of  Rangpoor.  la 
Asarh  (Jane)  last,  I  went  to  the  same  Golah,  and  heard 
,  my  brother  had  reached  his  destination  with  the  Salt, 
and  taken  on  board  liis  boat  to  Khatlaighat,  Tobacco  and 
Hemp,  and  set  out  od  his  return  to  Sheerajgange,  but 
that  neither  he  Bor  the  boat  had  ever  arrived:  at  length 
the  merchant  Sarroop  ofifered  me  another  boat  to  go 
in  search  of  my  brothw — I  took  it  and  went  as  far  as  the 
moath  of  the  Hirer  Tissor,  bat  in  vain ;  so,  I  came 
baok  to  Sheerajgange  :  we  all  thoaght  they  were  lost, 
so  1  retnroed  home :  that  boat  baa  however  been  reco- 
vered by  the  Ma^trate  of  Farreedpore  from  Zillah 
Bangpore ;  it  is  now  at  the  ghat  near  the  Cnoberry 
(Magistrate's  Court). 

Soopnl  Manjee,  brother  of  Rampershad,  who  was  sa- 
vant wiUi  Kalaohand  Manjee,  and  accompanied  him  in 
Jeth  last  t9  Sheerajgange,  same  as  the  rest,  knows  the 
boat  produced. 

Ramjee  Hanjee,  7lh  Jeth,  Wednesday,  when  Kala- 
chund  Manjee  set  oat,  he  took  deponent's  brother  Hookom 
Chnnd  as  his  steersman  ;  rest  same  as  above  ;  knows  the 
boat  produced  to  be  the  onq  in  which  hh  brother  em- 
barked, 

Masst.  Jymala,  in  Jetb  (May)  last,  my  son  Loohen 
was  engaged  by  Katachund  cmd  taken  as  boatman,  since 
missing. 

Oodyohnnder  Sah,  Gomashta  of  Deenbnndoo  Sah, 
attached  to  Khillaighat  in  Zillah  Rnngpoor :  Tobacco 
and  Hemp  I  nsed  to  bay  there  and  send  to  Sheerajgnnge 
Kalaohand  came  with  a  pass  of  12tb  Jeth  (May)  last, 
and  S2  maondl  Salt,  and  reached  on  35th  Jeth.    On  tbe 
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SStb>  I  teat  by  hinSQiaMt«U31  Men  Tob«c«o,«Bdaa. 
uaaods  Hemp,  which  1  pst  od  board  bis  boat,  aod 
dispatched  kiiii  for  Sb«era|gaafe ;  lad  I  aent  ftfon^  vidi 
bim  Pofaatoou  a  pilot.  He,  Pohatoo,  hu  nerer  retaned, 
nor  did  Kala't  boat  ever  reach  iti  deatinaiitm.  I  aeat 
D«tic«  of  the  loM  to  the  Tbaaoeh  (Police  gaard  J  at  Shillit-. 
gaagt.  lo  15  days  after  the  detpatob  of  tbe  boat  there 
came  ft  letter  ^rom  Skeersj^aage  safbiff  Kalachuod  had 
net  arrived. 

Hnrgohiad  Daa  of  Khillaigbat :  a  general  eonGnw- 
tton  of  the  above  new  Jhhaeco  sent,  bov  It  is  aid. 

BfaolBiCbnng.  The  priioasrs  4.  6,  7,  1,  5,  2,  8,  9. 
I  knew.  Early  in  Bhysak  (April)  last,  fiTabeeodeo 
called  me  to  bis  house  oo  iBtaotton  to  trade  ia  rioe, 
tbenae  be  took  me  to  a  boat:  it  «at  a  100  masads 
paashway,  and  five  other  men  were  sitting  in  it,  none  of 
whbm  I  then  knew.  I  asked  Nabeoi  what  serai  nen 
eoald  do  ia  so  small  a  boat ;  he  answ^vd  "  Bongsee 
'*  Hsi^ee  has  another  boat,  which  be  is  gone  to  fetob, 
"  when  tbsre  will  be  room  eooagfa :"  that  day  wa  remain- 
ed in  the  boat.  Next  evening  Bongsee  Maojee,  Soobni- 
dam,  Birjnohtin  and  Gnsgaram  Mistree,  came  sp  on  a 
pnlwar  near  to  anr  boat ;  then  Komoldas  left  oar  boat, 
and  called  a  person  named  Ramgobind  ;  aigfat  came  on 
and  we  remuned.  Next  dqr  at  dawn  *U  men  in  the  palwar 
and  10  in  the  panshway  ;  at  abont  1  pat  day,  were  about 
to  set  out,  when  Snroop  Uistree  called  ont,  "  »top,  fat 
"  wJlsn  tk»  hoat  wot  looMiud  I  tiuuxd,"*  so  both  boats 
stopt,  and  Snroop  went  ashore,  and  brought  two  Tautiea, 
(weaverB)  with  lereral  pairs  of  Dhotoes,  and  be  sud  to 
Nnbeendeo  "  oh  relative,  yon  wa»ted  to  bny  dotha, 
**  and  I  have  brooght  yea  the  men  who  jdl  tken ;"  ha 

•  Bk  Vocabniu;— Ndkee  w  Makuc*. 
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replied,  "  ht'mg  the  men  on  board  the  boat ;"  on  vhich 
tbey  came  in  with  the  cloths.  I  thea  went  to  ease  tayself, 
a«d  Soobaldam  and  Snroop  Miitree  threir  an  aDgoocho, 
twisted  (Ht  the  necks  of  those  two  Taotees,  and  threw 
them  over  on  the  floor,  and  then  dipped  them  andei 
jrater  and  held  tbem  awhile,  and  then  let  them  go. 
We  set  oat  after  this  to  the  north,  palled  fifteen  days  in 
the  direclioo  of  Kakeena,  District  of  Rangpoor,  where 
we  went.  Thence  we  went  towards  Sara  ander  the  hot 
Kholahooret ;  in  a  bight  we  fomid  a  boat  laden  with 
Tobacco  and  Hemp,  both  oar  boata  pnt>to  (Ingao'd)  there. 
Soobaldam  asked  the  Hanjee  (Commander)  of  the 
Tobacco  boat  whence  he  came,  and  ha  toM  him  he  was 
coming  from  Khellaighat  and  going  to  Sherajgange ;  on 
which  Nabeendeo  laid— •"  onr  booses  are  at  Mntfa,  and 
we  will  go  to  Maaickgange  ;"  thns  ail  three  boata  remain- 
ed there  that  night,  next  day  all  three  set  ont  together  at 
noon.  Nabeendeo  seeing  a  waste  char  (sand  bank)  said 
to  the  Tobacco  men  "  oh  Maojee  (Commander)  let  ni 
atop  onr  boats  here  and  cook  onr  food."  There  waa  a 
pilot  with  the  Tobacco  boat;  and  we  all  pnt-to  at  thia 
char,  and  dined;  after  dinner  Nabeendeo  aaid  "  I  have  ~ 
made  a  vow  to  the  god  Harry  Sote,  let  me  here  falGl  if-r- 
eall  the  Maojee  and  his  boat  men  that  they  may  assist ; 
■o  he  pat  a  mat  (carpet)  before  the  first  boat,  and  when 
the  fonr  sailors  and  the  Captain  of  the  Tobacco  boat 
came,  Soobul  said^"  Do  yon  I  pray  sing  the  song  of 
Horry  Sate."  They  had  song  one  and  were  heginnin|f 
another,  when  Nabeendeo  said — "  Now  Harry,  give  oa 
oar  plander;"  on  which  Biijmohnn  and  Snrroop  Histree, 
and  Soobaldam,  and  Knmnldaa,  and  Lnkhiknnth  Sen, 
these  fire  men  leapt  on  the  throats  of  the  four  men  of  the 
Tobacco  boat,  and  on  that  of  the  pilot,  twisted  angoochtu 
and  threw  them  flat  on  the  sand ;  olhers  seized  tbem  at 
8  I 
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(be  KUD*  tidae,  after  vhich  they  puDched  tbcm  to  d««th 
with  fists  aQd  elbows,  end  snDk  tbe  bodies  in  the  vKter.  . 
I,  Bamgobind  and  Sooboldam  were  put  «ii  board  tke 
Tobacco  boat,  and  then  all  three  boats  started  and  weot 
00  together  till  ereniag,  when  we  stopt.  At  sight  the 
l^bacco  and  Hemp  was  changod  into  oar  panshway  and 
polwar,  and  Soobnl  strDck  the  Tobaoco  boat  with  a 
hatchet,  made  ahole  and  sank  it;  nextday  weset  ont  and 
OMne  in  five  days  to  Kishenpoor  and  fixed  the  boat. 
Tbenoe  Snroop  went  to  Uanickgnnge  to  ascertain  tbe 
demand  in  ^e  bazar  for  Tobacco ;  thence  he  came  back 
saying  the  iuaar  was  empty,  beoaQse  of  adistarbanee. 
Then  Snroop  pnt  the  Hemp  in  the  pnnshway  and  took  it 
home  to  Iii*  bonse.  [,  Soobnl,  Biijmohan  and  Kamnl 
bnf^ht  on  tbe  Tobacco  and  tbe  rest  went  to  their  homes : 
ire  oame  to  Hanickgnnge  and  gave  the  Tobaooo  to  Bnllai 
8ah,  to  sell  for  as  ;  next  day  I  went  away,  and  in  fifteea 
days  retnraed  and  saw  that  the  boat  was  still  there. 
Snroop  told  me  that  16  Rnpeet.  worth  of  Tobacco  had 
Ifeen  sold— oflbred  me  1  Bopee  which  1  declined  and 
irent  home.  After  whioh  Redam  Sing  and  Panoopeer*- 
aaaoik  bronght  me  to  tbe  Joint  Magistrate,  to  whom  on 
-two  days  I  told  all  Uifat  1  knew. 

Ktsbenmobna  alias  Baihgobind  Chnng,  of  Kanikoli^ 
Pergnnnah  Chandpertab,  aged  22,  ploeghman:  I  knew  ' 
tbe  prisoners.  Frequenting  the  fair  of  Hanickgnnge  I 
became  aoqnainted  with  Gnngaram  Mistree.  Last 
Bysakh  fae  oame  to  me  in-  a  field  where  I  was  plongh- 
ing  and  asked  me  '  to  go  on  a  trading  boat  I  declined 
at  that  time  :  he  returned  in  six  or  seven  days  bring- 
ing this  I  very  Kauul  Das  who  asked  me  if  I  bad 
spoken  wl^  any  person  about  going  on  a  boat,  f 
said — "  yes,  with  GaugwAm  t  will  yen  go  !"  I  said—"  X 
am    poor;"  «b  which  he  gare  me  1|   rupee,  whioh  I 
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left  witk  my  family  and  went  to  tha  hoaie  of  KamaW 
daft  and  remained  there  fonr  day< :  after  which  at 
tke  river  Jomooa  at  the  market  of  Balia  Chuidni,  ttiero 
vaa  the  boat  of  Komaldas  of  the  class  iotom  ;  I  went  witk 
him,  law  Saroop,  Gangaram  and  ,LakbikQnth  is  the  boat : 
^t  1^  pai  walob  of  ,the  daj  »  pulwar  came,  in  which  were. 
Soobaldam,  Biqmohan,  IfabeeDdeo,  Bun^ee  and  Bholae 
CboDgf  and  was  fastened  near  oars.  Then  two  Tanteai 
with  cloths  under  their  arms  oame  from  the  north  towarda 
the  sonth  along  the  river  bank.  Snrroop  oalled  then  on 
board  the  pal  war,  after  whish  I  did  aotaee  those  two  men 
leare  the  boat :  I  heard  from  Bholae  that  Saroop  aod 
Soobal  and  others  had  killed  these  two  men  aad  sank  the 
bodies.  That  day  we  set  sail  on  both  boats  and  reaohed 
u  fifteen  days  the  Hathooree ;  .remained  there  two  or  three 
days  and  then  set  oat.  Under  a  hnt  in  a  bight  wa 
found  a  boat  laden  with  Tobacco  and  Hemp.  Nnbeeodeo 
asked,  the  men  whither  they  were  going— Ma^jee  taid 
"  the  boat  is  oome  from  Khillaignnge  and  will  go  to 
Shertygnnge,"  on  iriiich  Nobeen  and  the  rest  replied 
'.'  we  also  shall  go  in  that  direction,  oome,  let  as  go 
together"— so  that  boat  oame  along  with  oara  for  one  day 
to  Surara ;  all  three  boats  pat  to  at  a  obar ;  all  cooked 
and  fed.  Nnbeen  said — "  I  havea  tow  to  Harrea,  let  me 
fulfil  it ;"  to  all  sat  on  the  ohnr  (sand  bank)  and  those  fou 
men  of  the  Tobacco  boat,  and  one  pilot  with  them,  xame 
and  sat  on  a  mat  and  sung  songs  to  Hnrry  Sote ;  <m  thii 
Nubeendeo,  Snrroop  Mistree,  Lnkhikanlh,  Komnldns, 
Birjmohun,  Gungaram  and  Bungsee,  twisted  nngooobaa 
on  the  throats  of  these  five  men,  threw  them  down, 
killed  them  and  threw  them  into  the  water.  Then 
we  set  oat,  the  three  boat*  together,  and  same  towards 
— !!■  .      ;  it  night  Soobal  and  the  rest  changed  the  pro- 
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petty  into  tbeir  own  boafi,  and  Sarroop  and  Nnbera  cot 
ft  bole  in  the  TobKCo  boat  with  an  axe  and  sank  it,  next 
dawn  oor  boat  departed,  in  five  or  six  dayi  -we  got  to 
Manickgan^,  whence  I  fled. 

Bnlram  Taipal,  inbabitant  of  Hoheshpore,  of  Manick- 
gnoge,  points  oot  prisoner  Surroop  (otd  names  him,  pointy 
oat  eight  or  nine  bnt  does  not  name  them.  I  hare  seen 
thsm  in  Manickgaoge,  they  brought  to  me  in  that  gnnge 
OB  9th  or  10th  Asarb  last,  and  sold  Tobacco  and  Hemp- 
SB  to  39  manods  Tobacco,  9  to  10  manuds  Hemp.  Snroop 
called  himself  a  tradw,  he  got  the  price  ;  it  ia  entered 
ID  m;  account  book,  Jngoneth  Sah  ii  the  principal,  I  an 
bis  Gomasbta,  bis  shop  is  in  Elliotgange  of  Manickgnnge. 
Roznameh  and  Khota  books  examined  from  9th  Asarb  to 
SOIh,  credit  rapees  60— 13— 10  Tobacco  and  Hemp  from 
Snrroop,  and  debit  the  same. 

Aamhnrree  Serma,  of  Uaniokgnnge,  names  Snroop  and 
points  him  ont,  also  Jngmohnn  Biswas  9Ui  Asarh  last ; 
these  two  men  and  a  third  who  is  absent,  at  Manickgnnge 
went  to  the  shop  of  Pejnal  and  sold  aboqt  14  raannds 
acme  seen  Tobacco ;  on  the  11th  Asarb  1  mannd 
Tobacco,  and  17th  Asarh  sold  34  mannds  Tobacco  and 
9}  mannds  Hemp — Surroop  sold,  I  was  broker. 
'  KoTnl.  When  this  man  Soobnl  waa  taken  to  the 
Tbaneh  Manickgnnge  I  saw  him,  viz.  this  Soobnldam  and 
the  Dbotee  before  bim  (3  mpees  each),  which  be  called 
bis  own. 

BBboojha.  Same  as  the  abore  Kevnl — this  No.  47  ia 
the  Dbotee. 

■  Bjjnath  Mistree.  Sarroop  is  my  owb  brother.  In  the 
end  ef  last  Jetb  (May)  he  set  ont  from  home,  saying  that 
he  was  going  to  Manickgnnge,  and  he  came  home  abont  6tli 
•r  7th  Asarb  (Jane)  in  Bhadoou— be  again  went  oat  a>^ 
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as  the  noTtb,  and  retaroed  in  Asain  (Septamber)— Uiia  it 
dl  I  know :  be  broaghtiD  Asia  a  handle  of  Tobacco.  la 
Asia  I  brooght  three  rupees  as  a  loan  from  Oodysah, 
prior  to  Dniiehra. 

Maast.  Lokbee,  wife  of  Saroop :  to  same  purport  of 
.abs  ence. 

Gopi  Histree.  Gaagaram  is  my  brotber.  Id  Asia 
be  (Gonga,)  took  his  implements  as  to  work;  be  retarbed 
in  Chyt,  bat  the  month's  name  is  not  well  recollected 
by  me. 

Radhakisben  Dot.  Biijmohan  I  know — he  goes  from 
home  ostenaibly  to  trade  in  grain.  I  cannot  say  where, 
nor  on  whoae  boat.  la  Bysakb  (April)  laatheset  oat,  and 
retomed  in  Asarb  (Jane.) 

Lokhen  Goh  knows  Birjmoben  and  Jagmoben — same 
purport  of  tbe  occasional  absence  of  Birj.  Jngmohen. 

Jagmohen  Baraserma  knows  No.  3"  only  ;  we  live  in 
same  baatee ;  his  deposition  in  the  Hofnssil  was  takAi 
before  me,  by  the  Moharrir  and  Nazir ;  be  confessed 
being  taken  by  Saroop  to  the  ghat  of  Benani,  pnt  on  board 
a  iMiat  and  taken  to  a  place  near  to  Ghopa.  Next  day  two 
Tantees  were  bronght  into  the  boat  ander  pretence  of 
baying  cloths,  &c.,  and  then  he  told  of  the  Tobacco  boat 
with  fonr  men  and  a  pilot,  and  the  marder  and  destrnctioa 
of  the  boat;  from  his  home  some  old  cloths,  a  new  fine 
Chotee,  and  Tobacco  two  seers,  foand  in  my  presence, 
this  cloth  No.  111. 

Pngholee  Chang,  Chokeedar,  knows  No.  3  Gnngaram ; 
tells  of  search  same  as  the  above. 

Confession  of  Gnagaram  Mistree  No.  2,  in  tbe  Mofoasil. 
With  my  own  hand  I  have  killed  no  person  ;  on  board  the 
boat  where  the  two  Tantees  and  five  Mallas  were  killed,  I 
TBS  a  boatmaiir    In  the  beginaing  of  Bysakb  last,  Snrroop 
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(8)  my  relative,  came  to  ffly  hoase  aod  took,  me  olT  to 
repair  a  boat ;  we  weot  Dear  to  the  village  of  Biaanee  om 
the  river  Jomooa ;  I  «av  at  tbat  ghat  a  pulwar  boat,  and 
in  it  were  Nofaeen  Sircar,  Birjmahen  Biswaa,  and  hi* 
wife's  brother  and  Bhola  Chan|f.  Kiihenmohan  Chang:, 
Soobnldam,  I  and  Snroop,  when  two  ^fharriei  day  w^e  ^ 
left,  ^t  on  Jward  that  boat  and  remained  there  uat  ni^; 
next  day  at  abont  1  pas  day  (9  a.  h.)  the  boat  mored,  bot 
Ugbwind,  aoat  1^  paa.day  pat  to  at  fihataghat  Binaoee, 
near  Ehoooeepars,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jamona,  and 
mmained  there  that  day  -  next  day  ;  at  1  paa  9  A.  U.  two 
Tantees  (weavers)  one  of  whom  had  handle  of  cloths, 
aaue  along  the  banlL  from  the  north  towards  Binaaee,  goimg 
•oath  towards  Dowlatpore  :  Nabcea  went  asbore  fion 
Ibe  boat  and  called  these  two  Taatees.  who  sud  Ihey  had 
been  trying  to  sell  in  vain,  and  were  taking  their  cloths 
home.  Nabeen  and  the  others  offered  to  bay  and  called 
them  into  the  boat,  llese  two  Taatees  went  into  the 
boat  with  their  eloths,  after  which  Smroop  said  to  ne 
"  do  yon  go  ashore."  1  did  so  abont  three  begaa  distant. 
I  sat  down,  aod  on  retoming  to  the  boat  two  {juries 
after,  one  of  the  party  called  me  on  board  the  boa^  I 
tmbarlied  :  saw  some  new  Dhotees,  bot  not  the  Tanfees, 
(weavers)  asked  how  and  why.  Sarroep  and  Nabaen  r^liv 
ed  it  was  no  oonoeHof  mine,  they  woold  take  the  ol<^s 
to  ~—  and  seli  them  there,  for  they  bad  bonght  then.  The 
boat  was  loosened.  I  asked  where  they  were  going,  they 
said  '<  we  always  go  to  Kakeena  and  sell  ohiths,  and 
"-  thither  we  will  now  go ;  if  yon  will  not  go  with  ns 
"  remain  yon  at  Serajgnnge  and  work."  In  three  daya 
ve  got  to  Serajgnnge  where  we  stopt,  and  remained  at 
Kakeena  and  d>ont  that  part  for  a  months  and  then  went 
on  towards  Sonurex;    on  the  way  cominjr  we  Sami  « 
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paDchny  wiUi  five  taiUrB  id  it,  ladeo  with  Hemp  and 
Tobacco :  aiked  wbilher  going,  they  said  to  Ser^gnage  ; 
Nobeen  said  "  we  too  are  going  tbilher,  let  tia  go  to- 
getber,"  so  tbe  boats  joined,  and  went  down  tbe  itream  ; 
OD  tbis  all  tbe  men  on  oar  boat  began  to  tptai  w  tJang 
,  termt,  and  nged  signs,  which  I  conld  not  comprehend, 
bat  at  tbey  wanted  to  kill  the  Tobacco  men  I  remonstrat- 
ed :  tbey  said  "  we  always  do  thas,  and  so  we  support 
"  oarselres,  be  at  yonr  ease."  In  Jetb,  (May)  date 
forgot,  at  abont  1^  pas  day  on  tbe  border  of  the  river, 
botb  boats  pat  to  at  a  chnr  or  sand  bank,  cooked  and 
dined  ;  then  Soobnl,  Bhola,  Kishenmohnn,  iSnrroop 
and  Birjmohan  cast  on  the  throats  of  the  five  men  of 
tbe  Tobacco  boat,  angaoohas,  threw  them  down,  and 
closed  tbetr  breath,  and  killed  them,  and  threw  tbe 
five  bodies  into  the  river,  ^nbeen  and  Soobnl  and 
Snroop  went  on  board  the  Tobacco  boat;  rest  remained 
on  onr  own  boat ;  both  boats  set  ont  together,  palled  for 
&  pas  (6  boars),  came  to  a  village  and  pat  too  the  boati, 
and  passed  the  night  there,  and  took  ont  all  the  Tobaooo, 
Hemp,  s  liOta,  and  some  other  things  to  onr  own  boat* 
and  sank  that  Tobacco  boat  some  how  or  other.  That 
night  we  moved  on  to  Serajgnnge,  came  near  Binanea, 
and  put  ap.  They  pnt  me  ashore  to  go  home  by  land,  tha 
others  took  the  boat  and  went  to  Manickgnnge.  Tbey 
promised  to  give  me  sonetbing  after  selling  tbe  property 
in  Maniokgnsge :  fifteen  days  after  Snrroop  came  and 
said  they  had  sold  all  to  Jagnatb  Sab,  did  not  tell  bow 
mach,  bnt  he  gave  me  two  rupees.  He  bad  before  given, 
me  tbis  new  Dhotee  which  I  deemed  belonged  to  the  two 
Tantees.  As  be  did  not  tell  me  tbe  price  I  went  in  the 
middle  of  Asarb  to  Manickgnnge  and  asked  Jngnath  what 
be  bad  paid,  i.  e.  I  asked  of  hia  Gomaahta,  he  refnaed  to 
tell  me.    While  1  was  sittings  down  I  conld  see  the  two 
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Tantees  taken  into  the  boat,  bat  I  never  law  them  ctHae 
oat  again,  hence  I  soppose  they  were  mardered. 

Ramjee  Rae,  witness  to~ 
deposition  ofGangaran  and 
of  Sarroop  in  the  Joint  Ma- 
gistrate's Court, 

Raheemoodeeen  to  Soo- 
bal'fl,  and  .  the  above  two 
depositions  before  ditto. 

Sheikh  Bechoo  to  deposi- 
tion of  Soobnldam  before 
Joint  Magistrate. 

Gangaram — "I  have  killed  no  person  with  my  owq 
hand:  on  the  boat  where  they  killed  the  two  Tantees, 
I,  in  Bysakh  last,  was  engaged  as  a  boatman :  date  forgot ; 
-early  in  the  month,  Surroop  came  to  my  hoase,  took  me 
to  repair  a  boat  on  the  Jnmona  Gbaut.  There,  in  a  pul- 
war boat,  I  foand  Nnbeen  Sircar,  BiijmDhan.BholaChung, 
Kisheamohnn,  and  Soobnldam  ;  I  went  on  board  the  boat 
and  remained  that  day  ;  nest  day  at  dawn  we  let  go  the 
boat  and  set  oat,  bnt  there  was  a  high  wind,  bo  we  stopt 
near  Binanee  under  the  Chalie  near  Kbooneepani ;  next 
day  at  1  pas  9  a.  h.  two  Tantees  (weavers)  passed  with 
cloths  near  onr  boat,  when  Nnbeen  called  from  the  boat 
to  them,  pretending  that  he  wanted  to  bny  cloths  ;  both 
Tantees  came  on  hoard  the  boat  with  their  cloths. 
Nnbeen  sent  me  ashore,  I  went  a  little  distance,  eased 
myself,  returned  in  two  gharries,  did  not  see  the  Tantees 
•  bnt  Snrroop  and  others  whom  I  asked  about  the  Tantees 
said,  "  it  was  no  business  of  mine,  we  have  bought  the 
"  cloths  and  will  sell  them  to  the  north."  Boat  was 
then  loosened  and  we  set  out  north  towards  Seraj- 
gunge.  I  saw  the  new  Dhoties  on  the  boat  and  becamo 
luspicions,  as  I  had  never  seen  the  Tantees   leave  tbe 
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boRt,  and  tberefore  feared  they  had  been  mnrdered. 
The  boat  did  not  go  to  Serajgange  but  north  to  Kakeena 
and  other  places  for  a  month,  dnriug  which  no  business  ' 
was  done.  In  Jelh  we  ail  set  oat  on  our  return  home- 
wards ;  by  the  way  wo  came  to  a  pnoshway  with  five  men, 
,in  which  were  Tobacco  and  Hemp.  We  went  to  tbem  and 
entered  into  conversation ;  they  said  they  were  going  to 
Serajgnnge  ;  Nabeen  and  others  said  they  were  going  to 
the  same  place,  so  oar  boats  went  on  together  ;  and  at 
i  past  10  o'clock  pDt  to  in  a  chnr  (sand  bank)  of  the  river 
Nibnsta,  above  Senygnnge,  cooked  and  dined.  I  came  on 
board  and  saw  onr  people  make  strange  speeches  and  signs 
to  each  other  while  the  Tobacco-men  were  eating  with 
their  backs  towards  as.  I  said  to  Nabeen  and  Surroop, 
"  dont  do  sach  a  thing ;"  They  answered  "  we  all  along  do 
this  work  ;"  they  threatened  me,  I  went  inside  the  chup- 
pnr  (awning) — Soobuldam,  Bhola  Chung,  Kishetimohun 
Chung,  Suroop  and  Birymokun,  these  five  men  strangled 
the  five  boatmen,  going  behind  tbem  while  they  were  eat- 
ing, and  putting  ongoocbas  on  their  necks,  throwing  them 
flat  on  their  faces  and  drawing  the  cloths  light  with  both 
hands  ;  kept  them  on  the  ground  for  abont  one  ghurry. 
When  their  breath  was  stopped  these  five  mens'  bodies 
were  dragged  to  the  swift  water  and  then  let  go,  whea 
tbey  floated  down  the  stream.  Then  Saroop,  Nubeen 
and  SoobaL  went  into  the  Tobacco  boat  and  becams 
Hanjee  and  Mallas  of  it;  on  our  palwar,  I,  Birjmo- 
ban,  Kishenmohnn,  and  Bbola  Chung  remained  to  work. 
Then  both  boats  pulled  together  for  3  pas  (6  hoars)  and 
Btopt  some  where;  at  dusk  the  Tobacco  and  Hemp 
were  brought  into  our  boat  and  the  other  boat  was 
sunk.  Next  day  we  set  out  again,  and  in  five  or  seven 
days  got  the  boat  near  to  fbe  village  of  Nibonee,  where  I 
left  the  boati  Saroop  then  gave  me  a  new  dhotee  which 
3k 
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bad  been  taken  fVom  the  Tantees,  ud  promised  me  a  part 
of  the  proceeds  when  the  Tobacco  waa  sold.  The;  took 
the  boat  to  Manickgung^e  and  in  fifteen  days  oane  borne, 
irben  Sarroop  gare  me  two  rupees  ;  after  font  days  I  beard 
tbe  things  had  been  sold  to  Xugnath  Sfth,  so  I  went  to 
his  agent  to  ascertain  tbe  price,  bnt  be  declined  tellingi. 
I  have  been  to  no  other  place  since  with  them  :  cannot 
tell  if  they  have.  I  was  captared,  so  I  have  confessed  j 
4  bundles  and  2  chattas  were  left  with  me  by  Surroop  in 
Asin :  the  Kutora  he  gave  to  my  son  six  years  ago.  I 
never  before  went  any  where  with  him  ;  prisoner  admita 
bis  Mofnssil  deposition.  When  the  mnrder  was  done, 
i.  e.  handkerchiefs  applied,  Nnbeen  was  on  board  th« 
boat,  bat  he  went  to  help  to  drag  the  bodies  to  the  water. 
We  were  in  all  seveo  men,  took  the  Tobacco  and  sold  it 
at  Manickgnnge.    Nnbeendeo  he  recognizes. 

Confession  by  Snrroop  to  the  Magistrate.  I  bare 
killed  no  person.  I  went  on  no  bovt ;  cannot  say  why 
Soobnl  and  Gnnga  ftlistree  take  my  name.  Then  of 
bimself  he  states,  "  In  Aiarh,  (June)  Gnnga  Mistrea 
came  to  my  house  and  said  "  w«  have  bronght  some 
Tobacco  and  Hemp,  do  yoa  take  it  to  Manickgange  and 
fell,  and  I  will  pay  yon."  1  came  to  tbe  ghat  and  saw 
these  articles  in  a  pulwar,  on  which  were  Soobuldam, 
Bhola  Chnng,  Kisbenmohnn,  Bifjmohon,  and  Bongaee 
Chnng.  lley  said  "  we  cannot  onrseWes  sell  it,  do  yon 
eome  and  sell  our  things  for  as."  So  I  went  on  board  that 
boat,  Gnngaram  and  Birjmohon  went  ashore ;  we  took 
fiie  boat  to  Maoickgnnge  nod  sold  the  articles  to  Jngnath 
S^  ;  I  forget  the  amoant,  batJQgmohan  Biswas  took 
the  whole  and  gave  IJ  rupee.  Tbey  wonid  have  given 
me  ft  red  chatta  bnt  I  would  not  accept  it,  so  Gnnganui 
took  it.  That  cbatta  was  abore  my  means ;  I  cannot 
write.    I  dented  all  these  things  in  A&  Motiusil  becnise 
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Soobul  had  terrified  me ;  they  said  Ihey  had  brought  ths 
thioga  from  the  north,  yet  they  did  not  trade  in  Tobacco ; 
points  ont  Birjiaohua:  and  it  was  hi*  father  Jugmohan 
who  came  to  Maniokgange  after  na,  and  managed  the 
sale  and  aooonnts  of  Tobacco. 

,  Cogfesaion  of  Soobaldam,  alias  Gungapershand.  On 
3d  Bysakh  laat,  I  and  Bbolanath,  Chung  Mirtetyoi, 
Chung  DbaDiram,  Chang  Rodhanath,  Sircar,  alias  Snr- 
loop  Chung,  Goknl  Chung,  Chooramoni,  Lalobund, 
Chung  Jngnat  Chung,  Goluck  Chang,  KistoiohuB 
Chung,  alias  Ramgobind,  Chatam  Chang,  Bnngsee 
Chung,  alias  Bidbee,  Surroop  Mistree,  Gnngartus 
Mistree,  Birjmofaun  Biswas,  Xjukikoulh  Sen,  Kovuldaa, 
liubeendeo,  Mirtboo  Chang,  Fukeerchaa  Chang  and 
Gormohan  Chung.  We,  on  tiro  boats,  putteela  and 
a  pulwar,  went  from  Jumonee  and  Brimhoter  and 
Tiatee  to  Kakeenu,  in  the  district  of  Rangpoor  ;  I 
was  on  the  pulwar,  the  Manjee  of  whiob  was  Bonggee 
Nuodee;  he  had  aaid  rioe  should  be  bonght  and  all  share 
in  the  profits  of  the  sale.  There  we  lugao'd  the  two  boats 
at  Kukeena,  but  got  no  goods  :  in  the  beginning  of  Jeth 
ve  set  out  and  on  the  low  groand  of  a  ohor  (sand  hank) 
in  the  afternoon  we  sfopt  the  boat ;  next  day  at  10  A.  H., 
there  came  a  boat  from  the  direction  of  Dinajpoor,  io 
which  there  was  Tobacco ;  our  three  boats  followed  i^ 
and  in  Bbatee  of  .Hatkbolapoory;  all  the  boats  Ingao'd 
together  :  the  Tobacco  men  in  reply  to  oar  qneslion  said 
they  had  brought  Tobacco  from  Dinajpoor  for  a  merchant 
and  were  going  to  Kakomaree  ;  next  day  the  malicks  of 
onr  three  boats,  vis.  Radanath,  alias  Surroop  Chang» 
Kubeenifeo,  aad  Mirthoo  Chung,  met  and  consolted,  and 
when  the  traders  boat  set  out,  our  palmar  of  Binnp* 
Manjee  set-out  also  ;  our  other  two  boats  remained  at  « 
disttaoe  following  in  rear;  at  1^  pai  day  the  pulwar  and 
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Tobacco  boat  lagaod  (pat  to}  at  a  char.  We  went  aahore 
and  cooked,  bnt  the  traders'  men  cooked  and  fed  on  tbedr 
own  boat.  Then  I  and  Gungaram  went  on  the  ohor  to 
get  fire-wood  ;  in  foor  gharries,  or  perhaps  1  pas,  we  re- 
tarned  to  ear  boat  but  did  not  see  the  traders'  men  oo 
their  boat ;  our  men  Nubeendeo,  Mtadhanath  and  Mirto(4 
Chang,  who  were  onr  boats'  malikg  (masters)  said, 
"  loosen  the  Tobacco  boat  and  bring  it  near  onrs."  We 
all  did  so.  When  two  gharries  of  the  da;  were  left  we 
took  all  the  Tobacco,  Hemp,  lota,  planks,  tnsla,  and 
Katono  from'  the  Tobacco  boat,  pat  them  into  our  pal  war, 
and  sank  the  Tobacco  boat.  Then  we  set  oat  with  oar  boat, 
and  shortly  oar  other  two  boats  came  op  and  joined  as  ; 
fhey  said  "  sell  the  Tobacco  at  Manickgnnge,  and  we  will 
in  a  few  days  bring  rice  or  dal,  or  whatever  we  gat ;"  bo  we 
took  onr  boat  with  Tobacco  to  Manickgange.  Badhanath, 
Sarroop,  KisbeDmoban,  Bangaee  Nundee  and  Bholonath 
Chnng,  remained  in  the  palwar  to  sell  the  Tobacco ;  two 
men  were  sent  homewards  ;  that  Tobacco  was  sold  for  1^ 
per  maand  to  Bolram  Tantee  Mnhajan ;  we  got  48  rupees, 
and  the  Hemp  was  sold  for  5  rupees  to  a  fieoparee; 
Sarroop  and  the  other  men  divided  the  amonnt  and  gave 
me  two  rupees;  ]  remained  at  home,  they  at  Manickgange. 
Aboat  the  end  of  Jeth,  Radhanath  Mirtnnjoe,  Kadanath 
and  Chedam  hired  my  boat  and  went  to  trade ;  I  don't 
know  where ;  I  dont  know  whom  else  they  look.  When 
we  were  going  to  the  north  oar  boat  put  np  at  ^e  plain 
of  Balahat  Bafana,  at  abont  1^  pas  distance,  on  the  right 
bank  of  Jnmona  river ;  there  at  aboat  14  gharries  day 
oame  two  Jalahas  (weavers)  with  several  pairs  of  new 
cloths  ;  they  were  travelling  by  land  towards  the  sontli. 
On  this  Snroop  Mistreeand  Radhanath  Sircar,  on  pretext 
of  wishing  to  bay  cloths,  called  them  to  the  boat,  and  seat 
men  aafaore  to  bay  vegetables  ;  in  two  gharries  when  I 
returned  with  the  vegetables,  I  did  not  see  the  boat,  hot 
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In  a  mnment  after  I  law  it  bein^  towed  np  the  stream ; 
they  told  me  in  reply  to  my  enquiry,  that  the  boat  had 
slid  away  and  they  were  briuffing  it  op,  I  got  on  the 
boat  and  saw  a  boodle  of  new  olotbs  ;  in  reply  to  my 
question  they  told  me  they  had  brought  these  cloths  from 
^he  two  weavers,  who  bad  taken  the  rupees  and  gone. 
There  were  seven  pairs  of  plain  Dhotoes,  one  Zenana 
Sareewithared  border,  all  tied  in  a  Settrinjee;  also  diere 
was  a  blanket.  In  tbe  Tobacco  boat  there  were  one  Manjee 
and  four  boatmen.  I  cannot  say  what  became  of  them 
whether  beaten,  or  killed,  or  thrown  overboard.  Nor  do 
1  suppose  the  cloths  were  purchased,  or  that  the  weaveri 
met  with  any  other  fate.  I  got  a  dhotee  which  bai 
been  bronght  into  Court.  Tbe  boat  seized  in  Maniok- 
gange  (by  the  police)  is  mine ;  I  let  it  to  Radbanatfa. 
When  leaving  two  boats  behind,  oor  pulwar  followed  the 
Tobacco  boat ;  there  were  on  the  polwar,  I,  Radhanatk, 
Shoianath  Chung,  Mirtenjoi  Chung,  Nubeeadeo,  Surroop 
MUtret,  Gungaram  Mistree,  Mirthoo  Chung,  Bungatt 
Nundee,  and  KiakenmohuH  Chung,  This  prisoner  Sur- 
roop Mistree  gave  me  the  dbotee. 

-  1.  Soobuldam  prisoner  in  his  defence  denies  having 
gone  with  Nobeen  to  tke  north  ;  denies  killing,  robbing 
and  confessing ;  states  that  after  he  was  taken  to  tbe 
Thanah  of  Knfflaloo,  tbe  Naib  Nazir  and  others  by  pro- 
mise of  money  and  service  indnoed  bim  to  say  yes,  yes,  to 
whatever  they  asked ;  one  of  the  boats  is  his,  and  he  has 
witnesses  to  character. 

2.  Gnngaram  prisoner's  defence.  Snrroop  Mistree, 
Kisbenmohnn  and  Bholai  Chnng  sold  the  Tobacco  in 
Manicbgunge. 

3.  Surroop  Mistree.  1  make  and  repair  boats ;  Gunga- 
ram my  relative  brought  the  Tobacco  and  gave  it  .ne  to 
sell,  which  I  did  at  Manickgaoge  ;  I  bafe  killed  do 
person ;  witnesses  to  character. 
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4.  Nabeendeo  prisoner;  total  deoial;  «itB«saea  to 
cbsracler. 

5.  BigniohuD  Biswas,  total  and  simple  denial,  I  cannot 
tell  whence  my  father  got  the  Tobacco  which  be  sold ; 
witnesses  to  alibi. 

6.  Lokbikontb  Sen,  priseoer.  In  Poos  and  Magh,  I^ 
with  Koshichand  and  Oodichnnd  Ameen,  wrote  the  To- 
bacco papers ;  on  the  1st  of  Phagoon  I  went  to  Farreed- 
poor,  about  the  case  of  Ram  Raton  Ghose,  remained  five 
days  aboot  the  Conrt,  got  a  copy  of  tbe  Roobnoary,  aocl 
gave  it  to  Ram  Rutan,  after  which  I  remained  at  home 
till  the  end  of  Phagoon;  7th  or  8th  Cliyte  I  went  to 
pay  the  6ne  of  Ram  Rotnn  and  remained  three  days  at 
tbe  station,  but  tbe  fine  money. was  refused  as  I  bad  no 
moktar  papers ;  all  Chyt  I  was  at  home.  On  tbe  Sd 
JBysakh  there  was  an  attachment  on  the  bonse  of  Ram 
Rutnn,  which  took  me  toTbanneh  Jofargooge;  on  tbe 
4tb  or  5th  of  the  month  I  went  home  and  remained  there  4 
on  .tbe  25(b  the  mother  of  Ram  Rnlun  died ;  I,  with 
Koshichand  and  Oodichnnd,  did  the  ceremonies  ;  5tb  Jeth 
was  tbe  feast  of  (be  10th  day  of  the  funeral ;  26th  Jelb 
the  Sradh  ,-  Bbyroo  Cbokerbntty  and  Goluk  Bose,  wit- 
nesses; also  SJungloo  Burkundaz. 

7.  Kevnldas.  I  came  borne,  after  9  years,  in  PbagooD 
last;  in  Bysakh  my  eider  brother  died,  his  Sradh  was  ia 
Jetb ;  after  which  I  was  ready  to  retam  to  Moorshedabad> 
bnt  vy  mother  kept  me  and  I  remained  at  home. 

8.  Bungsee  Chang,  prisoner,  denies,  is  wrongly  aocas- 
ed ;  witnesses  to  character. 

9.  Jagmoban  Biswas  denies  tbe  going  with  Snrroop 
and  selling  Tobacco  at  Maniokgnnge. 

Sndaram  Sen  witness  for  No.  1 ;  7  years  ago  prisoner  , 
left  our  Mowza,  remained  a  year  elsewhere ;  I  know  not 
bow  he  lives. 

Goaree  ditto  ditto  Raghonath  for  1  ditto. 
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SBbcLnnd  for  No,  2,  wtio  was  living;  as  a  carpenter. 

RaDijee  Uanjee  for  No,  3,  the  same  story. 

Radoo  MsDJee  for  No.  3,  ditto. 

FatteeChaod  for  No.  3,  wbo  ba«  twoplongfai  and  soma 
land. 

,    Harrao  Knrmkar  for  No.  4,  «bo  has  a  plough ;  I  thoog'bt 
bim  a  decent  man  till  now  taken  ap. 

Sadee  Joolahee,'  veaver,  for  ditto,  bat  erery  two  or 
tbree  months  be  is  ahseat  in  foreign  parts — what  does 
be  there  ? 

Rajkisbendeo  for  5  and  9  :  from  Bysakb  to  Asarb, 
when  I  went  to  tbeir  boaies,  they  were  at  home  ;  and 
No.  d  is  Patwaree  of  Voloil :  and  for  4  or  5  or  6  days  1 
met  them  and  not  always  at  home :  and  the  Bazar 
Manickgange  is  only  1}  or  2  pas  distance  from  their 
boose. 

Nidben  for  5  and  9:  from  Byeakh  to  Asarh- where 
they  were  is  anknown  to  me  :  but  Id  Magb  No.  9  told 
me  that  his  son  5  was  one  trading  in  corn. 

Jykiahen  Kar  for  5  and  9  :  I  can't  say  where  they 
were  from  Bysakb  to  Asarb,  but  once  only  and  at  the 
end  of  Jeth  I  met  Birjmohnn,  bnt  not  9. 

Oodicbnnd  for  6.  1  saw  him  at  home  from  Jeth  to  the 
end  of  Bysakb  ;  end  of  Jelh  I  was  away,  bat  came  home 
in  6  days,  saw  bim  in  Asarh  also,  osed  to  see  him  after 
4, 10,  Ifi  days  iotervals  :  at  the  Sradb  I  ate  too.  I  was 
servant  of  Ram  Rotnn,  and  therefore  knew  prisoner  who 
ased  to  come  there  too. 

Kasbinath  Cfanog  for  6 :  ~  The  same  as  the  abave 
Oody. 

Nimai  Chokeedar  for  6 :  I  don't  know  where  the 
prisoner  was  from  Bysakb  to  Asarb,  and  did  go  occasion- 
ally to  bis  house  in  that  interval,  bnt  I  did  not  see  him. 

Rosben  Khan  witness  for  7  :  Can't  say  where  be  waj 
from  Phagoon  to  Ughan,  never  saw  bim  in  that  time. 
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Bhownit  Ghose  for  7 :  In  Bysakh  when  body  of 
Ramu  his  brother  barnt,  and  in  Jeth  he  was  at  Sradfa. 

Ramjee  Mnndel  for  8.  I  did  not  know  him  before : 
in  Savnii  last  be  came  to  bis  wife's  brother  Kashinatbf 
with  a  puftmir  of  150  maonds,  and  repaired  the  boat  for 
15  days,  then  I  met  bim,  that's  all  I  know. 

RamfTuddee  Chang  No.  8,  same  as  this  last  witness. 

Fotva  of  the  Law  officer,  Moolvee  Saadnt  Allee,  of 
Dacca,  describes  the  details,  fixes  on  Sarroop  and 
Soobul  as  the  actnal  slayws  of  the  two  Tantees  ;  Soohul, 
Surroop,  \ubten,  BirfmohuH,  Lnkhikantfa,  Bus.  as  slayers 
of  the  five  Mnllahs,  and  Jagmobon  managed  the  sale  at 
MaoickgaUge,  also  admission  of  Googaram  witnesses 
to  the  sale,  so  the  crime  of  robbery  and  marder,  and 
of  accomplices  and  .privity  tbereio  proved  against 
Soobal.  1  to  8,  and  the  crime  of  privity  and  selling 
against  9,- proved  on  violent  presumption,  hence  liable 
to  Akoobat. 

S2nd  Febraary  1886.  Fotwa  of  the  Cazee-ool-Cazat, 
Nizamnt  Adawlnt.  Gongaram's  confession  of  being  the 
companion  of  robbers  of  the  Tantees  and  Mallahs,  and 
his  seeing  the  mnrders  of  these  last  by  those  robbers, 
and  his  getting  cloth  and  cash  from  them. 

Soobnl's  confession  to  Magistrate  as  to  companionship 
as  above,  save  sedng  the  crime  :  these  are  tbas  convicted 
of  being  companions  of  robbers  and  privity  to  it. 

And  by  the  genera)  pnrport  of  the  depositions  and  of 
Scroop  Mistree  to  Hag^trate,  the  strong  suspicion  of 
bis  being  an  accomplice  in  tbess  robberies  and  marders, 
and  also  Gnnga,  Soobnl,  Nabeen,  Birjmohan,  Lnkhi- 
knnth  Sen,  Knmnldas,  and  Bnngsee  Chnng. 

Hence  these  eight  men  are  liable  to  Akoobat  in  pro- 
portion of  their  offence,  amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  Rolers ; 
crime  of  privity  and  of  knowingly  receiving  and  selling 
the    property    is  not    fixed    npon    JTngmoban,  i.  e.  his 
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knowledge  of  it  is  sot  established,  tboogh  be  is  proved  to 
hare  sold  it — he  is  acqaitted. 

N.  B. — Oo  the  4th  November  1835,  the  Magistrate 
applied  for  lea?e  to  hold  the  investigatioo  and  commit  to 
the  Session  Jndge  of  Zillafa  Dacca. — On  the  12th,  permis- 
sion of  the  Sadder  Nizamat  Adavlnt  vas  granted. 

Bhola  and  Kishea  Mohan  made  approvers — Regn, 
X.  1S34. 

RoiAuiareefiom  the  Jungle  Mahah,  19th  October,  1831. 

The  nnder mentioned  men,*  it  has  been  ascertained, 
were  absent  from  their  homes  from  Bjsak  of  this  year. 


Kamtt  ttf  Thug$. 
1     Sbeikh  Amen* 
Sheikh  Raih 
Sheikh  Kanem 
Sbeikh  Yaroo 
t     Sheikh  Lntloa 
Sbeikh  Khnttoo 
Sbeikh  L>1 
Sheikh  Rmool 
Sheikh  JumM 
ID     JuD  AUec 
Sheikh  AfilDl 

MooDft  kliu  Heda  Bqwicc 
Heen  Chnad  Pnnn*  Brafa- 

BbowBnee  ditto  ditto 
ii     Jngurnalh  ditto  ditU 
Sbeikh  Aroeei 
Sbeikh  Bedoo 
Hldfun  aliu  Heara 
Sbeikh  Hohabnt  aliai  MoboD 
brother  of  Ameer 
30     Sbeikh  Omed  sliai  Anoobo- 

f^loo  Bovree 


Sheikh  Lattoo 
Sheikh  Burdee 
Sheikh  Huaooo 
96  Sbeikh  Kbodoo 
BmoiOodecn 
Sbeikh  Homcn 
Sheikh  Hotee 
Sheikh  Mnn^n 
»     Sbeikfa  Biutee 

Sheikh  Nalhoo  aliuNaffiu 
Sbeikh  Bahadat  alUu  Sadoc 
NaenBovree 
flamn;  Bowm 
36     Sbeikh  Soqja  Oodean 
Shrcenath  Tewaree 
Gooroocharn  Chobdar 
Sbeikh  Gholam 
Sbeikb  Nnffar 
40     Pnrjund-Khan 
Bhola  Khan 
Sbeikh  Rdmm 
Sheikh  Anund 
Shelkb  Mjn 
*b     MuA  Bhoneb 
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nod  af^er  five  or  lix  months  retarned  in  nrrett  with 
valaable  property ;  and  from  tlia  deposition  of  one  of 
them,  Myda  alias  Monna  Bewlee,  it  appears  that  in 
Asar  1336  Faalee,  Sheikh  Sardoo,  Sheikh  Beja,  Sheikh 
Roshak  and  other  Thags  of  NaraeDpoor,  took  him  as  a 
porter  on  a  Thag^  expedition ;  that  they  mardered  two  mei^ 
at  Cattack,  four  at  Jngnrnath  ;  and  on  their  return  two 
men  at  Balesar,  three  at  JTaiesnr,  at  Kbarrnckpoor  four 
men,  at  Salbee  three  men,  and  at  Beteea  three  men  (in 
all  twenty-one)  by  strangling  them  and  cntting  their 
throats,  and  that  they  took  their  property  from  them. 
That  in  Angan  in  the  same  year,  they  took  the  road  to 
Bhai^nlpoor,  and  in  the  same  manner  mardered  a  great 
many  people,  in  that  and  the  Mooghyr  district,  and  took 
their  property,  and  six  or  seven  months  after  came  back 
with  mnch  booty. 

The  year  after  this  in  Asar  last  year,  they,  he  states, 
gave  the  deponent  two  rupees,  and  invited  him  to  accom- 
pany them  as  a  porter,  and  on  his  declining  they  beatbiia 
severely,  and  the  statement  of  this  man  is  confirmed  in 
some  degree  hy  the  depositions  of  three  others  of  the 
party.  Jnnoo  Bowlee,  Snroop  Bowlee,  Naen  Bowlee, 
and  all  (he  people  in  the  neighboarhood  of  Karaenpoor, 
know  that  tiiese  men  are  Pbensigars  and  robbers,  that 
the  village  of  Naraeopore  is  inhabited  exclnsively  by 
robbers  and  mnrderets,  and  that  these  mens'  ancestors 
have  for  many  generatianB  followed  Uiese  trades,  that 
they  go  ont  on  what  they  call  their  Safar,  and  return  with 
a  great  deal  of  .vealth  obtained  by  robbery  and  marder. 

Ordered  that  a  cop;  of  this  Roobukaree  be  sent  to 
the  Magistrates  of  Cattaek,  Midnapoor,  md  Bbag:Dlpoor, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  bodies  of  the  mnrdered,  or  any 
other  signs  of  their  crimes  hare  been  found  within  tbetr 
jurisdiction. 

(Signed)      H.  P.  RUSSELL,  Magitlrate. 
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Roobukaret  from  Cuttaci,  96(A  Oct<A«r,  1831. 

In  reply  to  a  Roobakaree  from  the  Jangle  Mahals  of 
the  18th  October  1831,  it  is  directed  that  the  Magistrate 
be  requested  to  aaoertain  and  commDnicate  the  mode  id 
which  the  men  are  stated  to  have  been  murdered,  the 
precise  pttce  of  mardering  and  baryiog,  and  the  des- 
cription of  property  recovered. 

(Signed)        H.  RICKETTS. 

MagUtraU, 

Roohukaree  from  the  Jungle  Mahals,  35M  Nov,  1831. 

In  reply  to  the  above,  it  is  stated  that  Myda  depoaea 
that  the  prisoners  associate  with  travellers,  in  their 
confidence  and  attachment,  saA  when  they  find  an  oppor- 
tunity, atranj^le  them  wltb  tbeir  handkerchiefs  ;  and  if 
they  cannot  do  this  conveniently  thoy  stab  them,  or  cnt 
their  throats.  He  states  that  the  two  men  were  murdered 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  half  a  cose  from  the 
town,  and  their  bodies  left  exposed  in  a  thin  jungle,  and 
property  of  all  kinds  have  been  found  npon  the  prisoners. 
(Signed)        H.  P.  RUSSELL. 


Depotition  of  Naraen  aKas  Myda  Bowlee,  ton  ofDomun, 
I6th  June  1831,  aged  30  years. 

1  and  Honna  are  porters  of  Naraenpoor,  in  the  service 
of  Sheikb  Sadoo,  Sheikh  Sookha  and  Sheikh  Roshuk, 
and  in  Asar  last  year,  we  accompanied  them  to  Jngnr- 
nath,  and  returned  home  in  Augnn.  They  kill  men,  and 
weQt  out  on  an  expedition  to  kill  them  ;  but  invited  as 
to  go  and  worship  at  Jngomatb,  aod  carry  tbeir  bundles 
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for  them ;  they  at  Cattafik  killed  two  men,  four  at  Jagar- 
nalh,  and  oa  their  retorn  at  Balmeer  two  men,  at  Jagneer 
three  meD,  at  Kfanrrnckpoor  four  men,  at  Salbolee  three 
men,  and  at  Nibta  three  mea,  in  all  twenty -one.  We 
retnroed  in  Sawan  or  Bhadooo,  and  in  Aa^an  following 
the  gaag  cousiitiog  of  the  undermentioned  men,*  again 
■et  out. 

I  went  with  them  again  as  a  porter,  and  on  the  roadg 
to  Rajpahal  and  Bhagnlpoor,  we  killed  a  great  manj 
people,  and  got  a  great  deal  of  property,  and  returned 
home  in  Agar.  In  Aognn  following  tfaey  gare  me  three 
rupees,  and  a^ked  me  to  go  ont  again  with  them,  bat  I 
refosed  as  my  family  did  not  get  sabsislence ;  tfaey  beat 
me  a  good  deal  for  not  comenting  to  go  with  them. 

All  the  above  named  went  towards  Hognlpoor,  and 
with  them  Sarlope  Bowlee,  and  Yameen  Bowlee.  Of 
the  gang  five  returned  six  days  ago,  and  the  rest  wi|l 
soon  be  back.  Three  days  ago  my  sister  told  me,  that 
five  of  the  Naraenpogr  men  had  oome  back,  having  killed 
seven  travellers  on  the  road ;  they  were  I  heard  mardered 
Dear  Kopgunje.  I  have  seen  them  strangle  men  with 
a  cloth  thrown  round  the  neck  and  palled  tight  with 
both  hands,  and  if  they  cannot  be  despatched  in  that 
way,  they  out  their  throats  with  knives,  and  they  throw 
their  bodies  into  rivers  and  nalahs. 

All  the  above  men  were  on  the  expedition  on  which 
1  accompanied  them,  and  the  same  parties  go  oat  every 
year.  They  do  not  start  together,  bnt  either  singly,  or 
in  small  parties  at  intervals  of  a  few  days.  On  the  road 
they  go  on  in  parties  of  four  and  five,  a  cose  or  two  from 
each  other,  bat  following  in  the  same  direction.  I  have 
heeu  on  two  expeditions  with   them ;  I  got  from  theiK 

•  Smbsum  of  TliDp  tflci  RoobuksKC  dated  IBth  October,  1831. 
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after  our  return  from  the  expedition  to  Cattnok,  a  lotab, 
a  rupee  and  a  piece  of  oloth.  From  the  Bhagnlpoor 
expeditioD,  I  got  eight  bdiuu  in  pice,  one  lot^  and  two 
pieces  of  oloth.  Sheikh  Sookha  afterwards  took  from  me 
the  two  lotah)  and  g^ave  me  in  lieu  fonr  annaa  in  pice. 

The;  go  on  with  the  travellers  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  -win  f|ieir  confidence,  and  seize  the  opportanity  of 
strangling  them,  as  they  are  drinking,  or  in  any  way  off 
tbeir  gaard,-and  they  seize  them  so  suddenly,  that  they 
are  nnable  to  call  oat.  I  have  seen  the  followiog  stran- 
gle man : — 

Sookba,  Ameen,  Rasoo,  and  Mnnbode. 
They  all  strangle  in  tani,  and  when  tbey  strangle  tbey 
always  go  a  stage  from  the  place,  before  the  rest.  They 
kill  people  on  the  banks  of  rivers  generally,  and 
tbrov  their  bodies  into  the  said  rivers ;  but  sometimes 
they  kill  them  in  jangles,  and  leave  the  bodies  exposed. 
Tbey  ate  now  on  their  road  towards  Rajmahal,  where 
they  frequently  stay  for  several  months  together.  Jamoo 
and  fiaslee  reside  at  Gora  Mokdehee,  the  rest  all  at 
Naraenpoor.  When  we  returned  from  Bhagnlpoor  we 
came  in  boats  as  far  as  Emambara,  where  a  writer  resides 
in  bis  honse  under  a  tree  who  feasted  the  whole  party. 
This  writer  aooompanies  the  gang  on  their  expeditions, 
and  is  tbeir  chief.    Thence  we  returned  to  our  homes. 

Depotiliou  of  tKt  scant,  Xbth  Novevtber,  18S1. 

To  the  north  of  Cnttack,  one  cose  on  a  plain,  they 
killed  the  two  men  ;  but  what  they  did  with  the  bodies  I 
know  not,  nor  do  I  know  what  were  tbeir  caste  ;  it  was 
mid-day.  At  Jagumatb,  on  a  plain  three  quarters  of  a 
oose  north,  the  four  men  were  killed  and  buried  under 
a  Peepol  tree.    At  Bakuore,  to  the  notth  half  a  cose  on 
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the  bank  of  a  river,  tbe  two  men  were  killed  in  the  eTeo- 
ing  and  their  bodies  were  thrown  into  the  bnsbes.  The 
three  men  left  Julasnr  with  the  gang,  after  the  third 
watch  of  the  night,  and  at  the  distance  of  two  dawfcs  (bey 
were  killed  on  the  plain,  and  their  bodies.leA  in  the  jun- 
gle. From  Kurnckpoor  to  Hie  north  of  the  plain  the  foar. 
men  were  killed,  and  not  far  from  that  place,  and  from 
Salbee  to  the  north  on  the  plain  in  the  jnogle  the  three 
men  were  killed,  and  their  bodies  were  left  in  the  jangle ; 
they  were  killed  in  tbe  morning.  Prom  Beteea,  a  cose 
to  the  north,  the  other  three  were  killed.  They  were  ail 
strangled  with  pieces  of  cloth. 

Roohukaree  from  Cuttack,  Dteemher,  I8S1. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  above  Roobnkaree  from  the 
Jotigle  Mahals,  the  Records  of  this  Office  were  searched, 
bat  ao  case  of  murders  correiponding  with  those  described 
by  Hyda  Bowlee  can  be  foand,  except  one  in  Cbeyt  1236 
Fnaolee  or  March  1839,  A.  D. ;  foar  bodies  of  men  were 
foand  on  the  plain  near  the  road,  two  cose  north  from 
Julasar,  bnt  Myda  says  they  came  here  in  Asar  1230, 
which  corresponds  with  iane  1829,  or  three  monthe 
after  the  bodies  bad  beenfoond  ;  these  cannot  therefore 
be  the  bodies  of  tbe  travellers  he  speaks  of,  and  this  is 
the  only  murder  he  states  to  have  been  committed  itith- 
in  this,  the  northern  division  of  Cattack.  Bat  bodies 
vere  fbnnd  in  tbe  latter  end  of  1839  and  in  1831  on  the 
borders  of  the  road,  irhhout  onr  being  able  ia  discover  by 
whom  tbe  meo  were  mordered. 

Mr.  Wilson,  on  the  I3tb  April  1834,  writes  to  the 
Magistrate  of  the  Jangle  Mahals,  in  conseqnence  of 
a  oommnnication  from  Mr.  Commissioner  R.  Lowtber. 
•DClosing  the  papers  of  this  case  which  bad  been  traai- 
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mitted  to  him  by  the  Jungle  Mahgl  Magistrate,  to  ascer- 
tain what  had  )teea  the  final  orders  in  the  case. 

JJrzee  front  Agoreehaj  of  Monhhoom,  \7th  May  183^ 
(o  the  Magistrate. 

Forty-flFve  men  were  arrested  on  the  13th  Jane  1835 
for  the  marder  of  seven  men,  and  they  were  acquitted  of 
the  charge  on  the  37th  August  1833,  bat  as  notorious 
robbers  and  thieves  arrested  on  the  road  with  uispicious 
property,  &c.,  and  agreeably  to  the  permiasiou  of  the 
Sadder  Coart  in  conformity  to  Section  9  of  Begalation 
8  of  1818,  nineteen  were  detained  till^  security  of  two 
respectable  persons  conid  be  obtained  of  300  rupees  each, 
and  Monna  alias  Myda,  and  three  others,  were  detained 
till  they  oould  each  prod  ace  the  security  of  one  person  in 
300  rupees.  The  prisoners  are  still  in  coDSoement  at 
Bankoora. 

Tht    Urzee   of  the   Mohafiz   Duftur,    Burdvmn,   Udth 
April  1834. 

On  the  13th  of  June  1831  Sheikh  Ameer  and  forty-fonr 
other  prisoners  were  arrested  on  the  charge  of  murdering 
•even  persons.  On  the  3?th  Anguat  1833  they  were  acqoit' 
ted  of  this  charge ;  hut  as  robbers  and  Wd  characters  they 
were  detained,  and  in  conformity  to  the  dth  Section  of 
Regnlation8ori818,  it  was  ordered  that  nineteen  of  them 
•boald  be  conGned  till  they  each  gave  the  security  of  twa 
persons  in  300  rupees  ;  Monna  Bowlee  and  three  olber» 
each  to  give  that  of  one  person  in  200  rupees  for  tbeir 
future  good  faehavionr,  in  failnre  of  which  they  were  or- 
dered to  be  pi^t  in  irons  and  at  labor  fw  three  years. 
They  were  then  transferred  to  Bankoora  on  tlie  15tb 
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March  1834.  TweUe  died  in  Jail,  and  Heera  Chnnd 
and  SnrniaChnnd  BrahmiBs  gare  the  raqnirsd  security, 
and  got  their  release,  and  five  others  were  released  as 
acquitted. 

The  twenty'tbree  men  vera  sent  to  Sangor   by  die 
Magistrate  of  Bankoora  in  May  1834.  , 

(Signed)        W.  H.  S. 
(Tme  Copy) 

C.  BROWN.  Ant.  Genl.  Supt. 


APPENDIX    Z. 


Deposition  of  fiunnooa  Mootuhet,  taint  hefor»  Cap(. 
Wade,  Political  Agent  at  Loodhiana,  25M  August, 
1834. 

Deponent  is  an  inhabitant  of  fiehareeapore,  in  the 
District  of  Beiha,  and  son  of  Seeta  Ram  Lodhee,  aged 
47  years,  follows  the  profession  of  Tbnggee. 

Last  year  in  the  month  of  Bhadon,  (Angnst  1833,) 
three  or  foor  days  before  Mr.  Wilson  came  to  secnre 
the  Thngs  at  Bebareeapore,  I  quitted  my  borne,  and 
resided  with  others  in  the  fields  in  the  neigbboarfaood : 
Kebree  Sing  Aheer  Znmeendar  of  Pnhla  and  Rassoola, 
had  told  me  this.  He  had  also  told  ns  that  we  had  all 
better  assemble  in  one  place  in  his  village,  and  he  woald 
not  allow  any  one  to  secnre  us ;  bat  we  stupeoted  that  he 
wonld  canse  oar  setsore  and  we  all  intended  to  remove 
to  the  Lahore  coantry.  One  evening,  I  went  to  my 
house,  and  broaght  my  family  with  me,  and  proceeded 
to  Bnnsra  to  the  hoase  of  Baksheea  Tfaag ;  bat  not  find- 
ing him   at  home,  I  told  hia  wife  to  tell  him  when  he 
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returned  Utttt  I  wu  aboat  to  proceed  in  n  direcUon  to  the 
Weat,  and  sboald  he  be  willing  to  come,  he  would  find 
me  atKoroo  Chelr  (Thoneanr).  I  then  went  on  to  Belba, 
and  pnrchued  some  parched  grain  from  the  bazar,  and 
returned  to  the  field  .where  I  pasaed  that  night  with  my 
Jiamily.  The  next  morning  I  went  to  Bardoo,  where 
Bnksheea  and  Newta  with  their  families,  together  with 
Jeyneea  my  fatber-in-iav,  who  had  escaped  from  the 
Sangor  jail,  joined  me.  From  this  place  we  all  proceeded 
towards  Koroo  Chetr  (Tbanesnr),  and  in  onentenlh  we 
arrived  in  its  viotuity.  From  this  place  Jeyneea  and 
Newia  retamed  back  to  their  homes  for  the  porpose  of 
learning  some  news  of  his  own  brother  Kinnereba,  still  in 
confinement  in  the  Fnrrakabad  jail.  I  and  Bnksheea 
with  onr  families  went  on  to  Gangpore,  a  village  in  Sba- 
habad,  belonging  to  Sirdar  Khon  Sing,  where  we  fonnd 
Ram  Sing  (former);  a  resident  of  Knnonje  in  Cawnpore, 
and  by  proresBion  a  Thng)  residing  in  that  village;  after 
relating  all  onr  past  misfortnnes  -to  him,  we  asked  him 
for  some  place  of  residence.  In  reply,  be  told  os,  that 
there  had  been  a  great  alarm  of  thieve*  in  that  village, 
and  we  had  better  go  to  Rnttnngarh  near  Shahabad, 
where  we  shonld  get  a  better  place  for  onr  safe  resi- 
dence. We  accordingly  went  on  to  Rutnngnrh,  and 
on  onr  arrival  went  to  Snroop  Sing,  Thanadar,  and 
Bftleh,  a  gardener,  and  told  them  that  we  were  caltira- 
tors,  and  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  grain  and  famine  in  onr 
country  we  had  left  oar  homes,  and  asked  them  for  a 
place  to  reside  in,  and  stated  that  we  would  cnltivate 
lands  and  pay  them  the  rent  for  them.  To  this  they  con- 
sented, and  gave  us  a  hnnse  to  reside  in,  where  we  alt 
pnt  up  and  repaired  the  house.  A  few  days  after  I  sent 
Buksheea  back  to  oondact  Jeyneea,  and  Newla  from 
their  homes  as  they  were  told  to  come  to  Koroo  Chetr„ 
3  u 
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leit  tfaey  might  be  disappointed.  When  Buksheea  arriv- 
od  on  the  bank  of  a  kQtoha  tank  on  the  west  side  of 
Koroo  Cbetr  (Tbanesar)  he  foand  Newla,  Dhunoya  and 
Jeyneea.  Kosseea,  GoDooaaad  Omeda,  vith  their  fami- 
lies, coming  np  from  their  homes  to  join  us,  he  condaotod 
them  to  Ratnngarh,  and  resided  vith  as  there. 

In  Kooar  (end  of  Sept.  1833,)  when  the  tain^bad  fallen 
favorably,  we  oulti?ated  some  fields  and  planted  »ag»r 
oane  in  them,  and  in  Kartiok  we  had  dons  with  all  the 
field  work. 

In  Anghnn  Dojee  (Nov,  1833,)  we  sacrificed  a  goat  to 
Devee,  and  on  the  following  morning,  Bnksheea,  Newla, 
Seetala,  Omedwa,  DhonooB,  now  arrested ;  Dhonooa  (at 
large,)  Gunooa,  Kasheea  and  9Hinanchala,  set  out  on  an 
expedition  on  Thuggee  to  the  west.  Five  or  six  days  after 
I  followed  and  joined  them,  in  the  sarae  of  Rajpoora,  the 
place  appointed.  On  my  arrival  they  gave  me  a  share  of 
the  booty  which  tbey  had  obtained  from  some  people 
whom  they  bad  Bordered,  ere  I  reached  them  at  Banjara- 
ka-sarae.  The  booty  they  got  from  their  victims  were  32 
knldar  mpees  and  some  clothes.  I  received  my  share 
from  Bnksheea. 

From  this  plaoe  we  set  ont  in  a  direction  to  Loodhiaoa, 
and  again  retamed  to  Sanoowal,  where  we  lodged  in  the 
bazar  in  a  baneea's  shop.  Abool  two  ghnriea  before  san- 
set,  a  traveller  came  np  of  Rajpoot  caste,  on  bis  way  from 
Peshore  to  Allahabad.  Owing  to  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  we 
ail  pat  op  in  one  shop,  and  cooked  and  ate  onr  dinner  to 
it.  About  six  ghnries  before  daylight,  we  set  oat  with 
the  traveller,  and  when  we  had  got  on  aboot  a  cose  east 
from  the  village  we  strangled  bim. 

Dbonoon  (at  large)  was  the  Bhnrtote  on  this  affair,  2d 
Dhnnooa  arrested  i  Seetnladnd  Omeda  acted  as  Gatbaea 
and  JLaghaees.  His  body  was  lecorety  buried  in  a  dry  lank 
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aboot  fonr  fields  south  from  the  place  where  we  mordered 
bin.  We  ^ot  from  him  15  rupeeB  kaldar,  gome  Hiodee 
ohiU,  (letters)  1  matohlock,  1  tattoo,  which  the  deponent 
received  in  bis  share,  1  pnttoo,  I  white  loee,  I  red  woollen 
chadder,  and  some  other  clothes;  1  thalee  and  1  lotah, 

^wbich  were  all  divided  between  ns. 

After  this  afiair,  we  proceeded  to  Umballah,  and  tfaenoa 
we  took  a  direction  to  Hardwar.  In  7  or  8  da^a  we 
travelled  only  20  cose  to  the  Hardwar  side,  and  after- 
wards we  chang^  the  roate  and  retnrned  to  a  vitla^ 
(name  net  remembered)  aboat  5  cose  east  from  Koroo 
Chetr  (Tbanesar.)  From  this  village  we  went  on  to 
Knrnaal,  and  crossed  the  jomna.  Wbile  we  were  sitting 
on  the  other  aide  of  the  river,  Baksheea  and  Gnnooa,  who 
had  been  left  behind,  came  np  with  two  merchant  travel- 
lers on  their  way  from  Peshore  to  Nowdah  in  Onde,  they 
bad  won  their  confidence  and  they  a^eed  to  travel  with  ni. 

.  We  proceeded  on  to  a  village  about  3  cose  from  the  bank 
ef  tbe  Jumna,  and  encamped  ontsideof  the  villa^near  a 
well  with  tbe  travellers.  Abaut4  ghnries  before  daylight 
we  set  oat  with  them,  and  about  a  cose  distant  from  the 
village  on  tfae  bank  of  a  river,  we  seized  them  as  they 
went  along,  and  strangled  tfaero.  Newla  and  Dbnnooa 
(at  large)  were  tbe  Burtotea  at  this  murder.  Their  bodies 
were  thrown  into  tbe  river.  We  got  from  them  100 
rupees  in  oasb,  1  tattoo  of  don  color,  1  thalee,  1  lotah  and 
1  tnlwar,  which  we  divided  between  ns.  The  tattoo  was 
sold  to  Ghareeba  porter  of  Sahabad  for  11  rapees,  bat 
deponent  does  not  recollect  who  took  the  thalee  and  lotab. 
Buksheea  got  the  tulwar  in  his  share. 

After  this  affair,  we  committed  no  other  mnrder  and 
returned  to  our  new  abode  at  RntDngnrh.  Three  day* 
after  o«r  retaro,  Dbonooa  (arrested,)  and  Omedwa  went 
to  their  homes  in  the  Dooab,  and  Jeyneea  soon  followed 
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fbem.  In  Hagb  (Jaanary  1834,)  about  8  days  bad  pus- 
ed  vhea  Omedwa  vith  bis  family  came  back  to  Rutan- 
garb,  and  aboat  tbe  middle  oftlie  month  Dbanooa (airesU 
ed,)  Issureea  (ditto,)  came  back  from  tbeir  bomes,  aad 
soon  after  Jeyneea. 

Tbe  tattoo   we  got  at  Saooowall  vaa  sold   to  Shekh  ^ 
Hahomed  Ameea  ofSababad  for  ]1  rapeea  Kytbalee. 

TbeSbekhisiD  the  service  of  Sirdar  RuiyetSingb  of 
Sbahabad,  in  tbe  village  of  Komtee,  tbe  pattoo  and  loeo 
were  sold  to  Donynr  Maleeof  Ratangarb  garden  for  5 
rupees  ;  who  got  the  lotafa  and  the  thalee,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect.    The  matchlock  is  still  with  Dbgnooa  (arrested.) 

In  Magh  (January  1834)  wben  four  days  oaly  remaJDed 
of  the  month,  we  again  sacrificed  a  goat  to  Devee  ;  and 
on  the  2d  of  Phagoon  (Febraary  1834),  Khasheea, 
Dfannooa  (at  large,)  Issnreea  (arrested,)  set  oat  oa 
anotfaer  expedition  to  the  west'  ;  three  days  after,  T, 
Iryneea,  my  fatber-in-Iaw,  Himonchala,  son  of  depo-  - 
neat,  Setulla,  Omedwa,  Mebngooa,  Dbunooa  (arrest- 
ed), and  Newla,  proceeded  to  Umballabfrom  Rntangnrii, 
and  joined  them  there  ;  from  Umballa  ve  all  set 
ont  leaving  Issnreea  behind,  and  wben  we  bad  got  ontside 
of  the  west  gate,  Issnreea  joined  ns  with  a  traveller,  who 
was  on  his  way  from  Lacknow  to  Lahore,  and  we  went 
on  to  a  village  one  oose  west  (name  not  known)  and 
thence  to  Hognl-ka-soraee,  where  we  encamped  with 
the  traveller.  Six  ghnries  before  daylight  we  set  oat 
from  this  place,  and  aboat  1^  cose  distant  from  it  we 
strangled  him.  Dbunooa  (at  large)  was  the  Bhartote  on 
this  occasion. 

Issnreea,  Dbnoooa,  Omedwa,  Rbosheea  and  Seetula, 
acted  as  Gulhaees  and  Lnghaees,  and  Omedfaa  was  a 
Belhaee  also ;  we  got  from  him  1  gold  ear-ring  worth  16 
rupees,  1  pair  of  silver    bangles    14  rupees,  1    lotah. 
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1  limlee,  1  white  blanket,  and  some  otber  cloths  wliich 
were  all  divided  between  as ;  his  bod;  was  secnrely  bnried 
aboat  4  fields  distant  from  the  road. 

After  this  we  proceeded  to  Sirhind  and  thence  to 
Khanna,  where  we  encamped  near  a  well.  While  we  were 

^  cooking  oar  dinner  in  the  evening  a  Rajpoot  traveller 
came  op  on  his  way  from  Lahore  to  Byswara  in  Oudb, 
and  we  saw  him  near  (be  wdl.  Dhanooa  (at  large)  acted 
as  Sothaee  and  won  bis  confidence,  and  accompanied  him 
to  the  village,  and  cansed  him  to  put  up  in  oneoftbe 
terople3  (Shewalla)  near  the  east  gate,  and  retamed  to  ns. 
We  all,  after  taking  onr  dinner,  removed  to  the  same 
place  wbere  the  traveller  had  been  lodged.  Six  ghuries 
before  daylight  we  set  out  with  the  traveller,  and  leaving 
the  high  road  we  proceeded  by  a  bye  path  to  the  south, 
and  whea  we  bad  gone  on  about  a  cose  from  ibe  village 
we  seized  faim  at  be  went  along  and  strangled  him.    Dha- 

*  nooa  was  the  Bhnrtote  at  this  mnrder. 
-  Issnreea,  Kbnsbeea,  Seetola,  Omedwa,  and  Dhanooa 
(arrested,)  acted  as  Gathaeea  and  Lagbaees,  and  his 
body  was  secarely  baried  in  a  field,  abont  four  fields 
distant  from  the  place.  We  got  from  him  13  rnpees, 
(Raja  Sahee)  1  lotah,  1  tbalee,  1  (owab,  and  some  otber 
cloths,  which  we  divided  between  as — bat  I  do  not  recol- 
lect who  got  these  articles. 

After  this  affair  we  proceeded  to  TTmritser,  which  place 
we  reached  in  eight  days;  we  passed  two  nights  in  that 
town,  and  then  set  ont  on  onr  retiirn,  and  in  two  days  ws 
reached  a  village,  whose  name  is  not  remembered,  abont 
12  or  14  cose  from  Umrilser  east,  and  encamped  near 
the  enter  gate  at  the  Chabootra.  While  we  were  cooking 
our  dinner  a  Mnsniman  traveller  came  np,  on  his  way 
from  Mooltan  to  Byswara  in  Lucknow,  Seetola  acted  as 
Sothaee,  and  won  hii  confideDce.  He  pat.np  with  as,  and 
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about  one  watch  before  dftylight,  we  set  oot  wi^  him, 
and  aboat  a  cose  from  the  place  where  we  had  encBmped. 
we  straogled  him.  Dhanooa  (at  lar^e)  was  the  Bbortote, 
Omcdwa  acted  as  Belhae,  Issareeaand  Dhnnooa  (af rest- 
ed,) Seetula  and  Khaafaeca,  abo  Omedwa  aeted  as 
Gntfaaees  aod  Laghaeea — his  body  was  buried  about  six 
fields  soulh  from  the  road  securely  ia  a  hollow.  We  got 
from  him  50  rupees,  (Raja  Sahee)  1  copper  rikabee  and 
some  other  cloths,  which  we  divided  between  as. 

After  this,  we  proceeded  to  a  village  about  two  cose 
distant  from  the  place,  where  wo  had  oommiUed  the  ebove 
nnrder,  and  while  we  were  sitting  and  smoking-,  two 
travellers  came  ap  on  their  way  from  I«Iiore  to  Seetapoor, 
and  sat  down  near  ns  to  smoke  their  hookas.  In  conB&< 
qoenoe  of  a  heavy  storm  we  rested  there  abont  a  watch, 
and  then  proceeded  to  a  village  aboat  3  cose  distant, 
(name  not  known,)  where  we  lodged  in  a  ohowpar  (a 
public  place  at  a  village)  with  travellers.  One  watob  • 
before  daylight  we  set  oat  from  this  village  with  the 
travellers,  left  the  high  road  and  proceeded  by  a  bye  path, 
and  when  we  had  got  on  about  a  cose  we  strangled  then. 

Dhuuooa  and  Newla  were  the  Bhnrtotes,  lasoreea, 
Dhuaooa  (arrested,)  Omedwa,  Khnsheea  asd  Setula  acted 
as  Loghaeesand  Gutbaees;  Omedwa  acted  as  Belhae  also  ; 
we  bnried  their  bodies  about  4  fidds  from  the  place 
where  we  had  murdered  them,  secarely.  We  got  from 
them  31  rupees  ia  cosb,  of  which  10  Lucknow  cnrrency, 
9  Knidar  and  3  copper  rupees,  1  brass  lotah,  1  tbatee,  1 
white  blanket,  t  old  rajaee,  (quilt),  1  towa,  I  silk  dopntta, 
and  two  cords  for  drawing  water  from  the  well ;  after  this 
in  the  month  of  Jeth  (Hay  1834)  we  returned  to  our  new 
abodes  at  Rotungurfa. 

The  articles  we  obtained  in  the  above  affairs  were  thus 
distributed : — 
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1  tasia  to  Omedwa  for  Tilhaee,  (Omedwa's  wife)  mort- 
gaged to  a  Banyah  io  tfae  Loodbiana  bazar  for  10  HnDas«> 
while  we  were  in  custody  under  Maharaja  Rnajet  Siog^B 
sepahees,  llotab  to  ditto,  Omedwa'i  wife  got,  1  ditto  large 
and  a  thalee  to  Dhanooa,— these  articles  Chatter  Zemin- 
dar of  Knreea  seized  from  Dbunooa,  when  he  was  arrested. 
1  Blao^tto  Dhonooa,  be  sold  this  to  Rattan  Chawdree 
near  RntDDgnrh. 

1  silk  dopatta  to  Seetala, — this  was  sold  to  Boodh  Singb 
J^aot  of  RntuDgarh. 

1  woollen  red  chadder,  this  (a  sheet)  was  givea  to  the 
manager  of  Batnngarh  in  lien  of  the  land  rent  for  8 
rupees. 

In  the  beginning  of  Bysakb  of  the  present  year,  (April 
1834)  Iryneea  went  to  the  Doab  and  promised  to  retam 
back  on  the  Snd  Jetb ;  after  waiting  some  days  beyond 
the  time  we  conjectured  that  he  had  been  seized,  and 
alarmed,  we  quitted  Rutangarb,  We  remained  for  six 
days  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Karoo  Chetr  (Thuoesar),  7 
or  8  days  at  Kutbree  in  Golab  Singh's  territory,  A 
guard  with  approvers  came  to  Sbababad,  and  about  1} 
watch  after  sun-rise  one  morning  we  heard  two  men, 
residents  of  Ratnngurb,  talking  with  tbe  people  of 
Katbree,  aod  stating  that  some  Tbngs  bad  come  ta 
Sbababad  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  Poorbeea 
Koormies  (this  was  what  we  were  called  in  the  village) 
who  bad  lately  resided  at  Rutungarh— when,  we  heard 
this  we  left  Knthree  and  proceeded  by  Kytbnl  to  Dhnram 
Kote — thence  to  Knreeal,  where  we  again  settled  and 
cultivated  some  lands.  We  conjectured  that  the  approv- 
ers would  come  as  far  as  Loodhiana  and  not  beyond  ; 
and  we  intended  to  move  further  on  in  the  direction  of 
Lahore  and  Umritser. 
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The  deponent  states  the  particnlarg  of  Ram  Sing;  Aheer 
of  Ratangarh. 

In  the  month  of  Msgh  (Janaary  1834)  when  10  days  of 
Ihemonlh  had  passed,  I,  Issnreeaand  Dhnoooa (arrested,) 
went  oat  to  the  jangle  for  wood.  A  Hindoo  traveller 
came  ap  on  his  way  from  Lahore  to  the  east.  We  three, 
together  with  Ram  Sing  and  Kallpa,  his  son,  foTlowed  the 
traveller,  and  strangled  him  near  a  villa^  in  the  jangle 
aboat  5  cose  east  from  Kooroo  Chetr  (Thonesnr)  Ram 
Sing  Aheer  was  the  Bhnrtote  at  this  marder.  Kalloo 
Issareea  and  Dhaaooa  acted  as  Lnghaees  and  Gutbaees. 
His  body  was  buried  in  (be  Dhak  Jnngia  (oommonly 
called  Pullafs)  aboat  4  fields  north  from  the  road,  securely. 
This  place  is  aboat  a  cose  east  from  the  village  whose 
name  not  remembered.  We  got  from  him  17  rupees  and 
1  iron  weight  of  3  seers,  1  do.  of  I  seer,  1  lotah,  and  some 
old  clothes  which  were  divided  between  as.  Hie  towafa 
and  lotah  are  now  with  Ram  SiUg.  Except  this  Ram 
Sing  was  in  no  other  affair  with  as,  bat  I  well  know  him 
to  be  a  Thag — he  nsed  to  follow  Knrhoree  Ramkishen 
Untholee  of  Bebareeapore  on  Thu^ee ;  when  Mr.  Parry 
the  Magistrate  of  Etawah,  gave  orders  to  seize  the  Thags, 
he  ran  offfrom  his  home,  and  for  several  years  he  resided 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gwalior,  and  afterwards  at 
Ratungarh.  Since  he  left  home,  this  was  the  first  time  that 
ve  had  met  him ;  Chnndaaa  is  not  a  Thag — we  had 
brought  him  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Gome  bollocks 
for  oar  homes. 
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APPENDIX    A2. 

GANG  OF  THUGS  APPREHENDED  AT 
MASULIPATAM. 

To  W.  H.  HACNAGUTEN,  Esquire, 

Secrttary  to  the  Govt,  of  India, 

Fort  Wiaiam, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  labmit  for  the 
information  of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral of  India  in  Conncil,  (be  copy  of  a  letter  to  my  address 
from  tbe  Magistrate  of  Gnntoor  in  the  Presidency  of 
Madras,  together  with  copies  of  the  encloaares  to  whiob 
it  gave  cover,  detailing  bis  snccess  in  tracing  and  appro- 
hending  a  gang  of  Thngs  residing  in  the  Masniipatam 
district,  on  tbe  bigb  road  from  Hyderabad  to  Masniipa- 
tam, intelligence  of  whose  abode  had  been  obtained  from 
tbe  confessions  of  approvers  before  me  at  Hingolee, 

2.  From  the  depositions  taken  before  the  Magistrate 
at  Gnntoor,  it  appears  that  this  gangof  Tfaags  bas  been 
established  in  tbe  Masniipatam  district  for  several  years, 
apparently  with  the  cognizance  of  the  Zameendars  of  the 
villages  where  they  resided,  who  thoagb  aware  of  their 
bad  characters,  and  the  arrest  of  some  members  of  the 
confideracy  at  Gnntoor  under  most  snspicioos  circum- 
stances, have  considered  it  prndent  to  conceal  tbe  fact 
from  the  Magistrate  of  Masniipatam. 

8.  In  tbe  month  of  September  last  I  applied,  at  Cap- 
tain Sleeman's  suggestion,  to  tbe  then  Magistrate  of 
Masniipatam,  to  ascertain  if  any  Tbngs  had  been  arrested 
at  EUofe,  as  we  had  reason  to  suppose  they  had  been, 
and  in  his  reply  be  informs  me  that  not  a  single  individual 
3  N 
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of  the  description  alladed  to  ia  my  letter  had  been  taken 
in  bis  district  for  years. 

4.  I  mentioa  this  circamstaace  with  reference  to 
Captain  SIceman'g  despatch  to  yon  of  the  2lBt  September 
last,  eudosiDg  copy  of  one  to  the  address  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Madras  Gorernment,  wherein  be  points 
oat  the  gfood  effect  attendant  npon  the  transmissTon  to  me 
of  a  gsag  of  Thaga  arrested  by  the  Joint  Magistrate  of 
Hoobly,  in  the  Sontbem  Uahratta  country.  I  conceive 
that  more  good  will  resslt  from  the  gang  now  seized  at 
Gontoor  being  made  over  to  one  of  the  Officers  employed 
in  this  department,  than  from  any  messares  that  the  local 
anthorities  at  the  place  of  arrest  can  adopt  for  indncing 
them  to  confess.  If  they  are  detained  at  Gnntoor,  bat  a 
partial  disclosnre  of  their  crimes  can  be  expected  from 
them  ;  while  on  the  contrary  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  when  the  prisoners  are  confronted  with  (be 
approvers  at  Hyderabad,  many  of  them  will  be  induced 
to  come  forward  willingly  to  assist  as  with  the  informa- 
tioD  in  their  possession,  I 

5.  1  have  accordingly  thought  it  necessary  to  apply 
to  the  Madras  Government  to  issue  insttactions  to  the 
Magistrate  of  Guntoor  for  the  despatch  of  the  prisoners 
to  Hydrabad,  and  1  beg  leave  to  attach  the  copy  of  a 
letter  I  have  addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  that 
Government  on  this  subject;  a  measure  which  1  trust 
will  meet  with  the  sanction  of  His  Lordship  in  CounciL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir. 
Yonr  most  obdt.  Servant, 
P.  A.  EEYNOLDS, 

Offff.  Gentrai  Supt. 
Genl.  Supt'i  Office.         \ 
J^nUpore,  th*  2d  May,  1636.  J 
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Copy. 
No.  32. 
To  CAPTAIN  EETNOLDS, 

Superintendent  in  the  Thuggee  Dept., 
,  Hit^olee, 

Sib,* 

As  in  the  orders  of  this  Gof  era- 
menl  vbich  accompBDied  the  copies  of  the  papers  receiv- 
ed from  yoa  regarding  the  existence  of  Thags  id  the 
district  of  Masnlipatam,  the  Magistrates  of  this  PresideD- 
cy  are  directed  to  eomniDtitcate  with  yoa  on  subjects 
which  relate  to  your  departmeot,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  iaform  yon  that  by  following  np  the  traces  afforded  by 
the  depositions  taken  by  yon  I  have  at  last  sncceeded  is 
tracing  and  apprehending  a  gang  of  Tbngs,  who  were  re- 
siding in  the  Masulipatam  district,  on  the  high  road  (rom 
Masulipatam  to  H-ydrabad,  The  Jemadar  with  14  fol- 
lowers was  residing  at  Tooreeapallem,  a  hamlet  of  Moo- 
neegalla ;  5  others  at  Kistnapooram,-  a  hamlet  of  Aokps- 
Dmoolah  in  that  neighbonrhood  ;  and  4  others,  including 
the  two  SODS  of  Sheikh  Hemmed,  Jemadar,  were  living  in 
the  town  of  Ellore,  I  have  since  apprehended  another  of 
the  gang  while  crossing  the  river  Kistnah  into  this  district, 
BO  that  the  total  Domber  now  seized  amounts  to  25,  who 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  professed  Thags. 

The  depositions  given  before  me  and  of  which  I  now  for- 
ward translations,  seem  clearly  to  prove  that  these  people 
form  part  of  the  gangs,  under  the  Jemadars  Emaum  Sahib 
alias  Chabriab  Emaum  and  Sheikh  Ahmed,  mentioned  in 
the  deposition  of  Myan-  Khan  alias  Lingooteea,  given 
before  yon  in  October  last  Emaum  Sahib  is  now  appre- 
hended and  Sheikh  Ahmed  or  Sheikh  Homed,  it  appears, 
died  very  lately,  bathia  two  sons  are  now  seized. 
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The  Jemadar  Hoonooryah,  the  brother  of  Emanin 
Sahib,  appears  to  have  teft  this  pert  of  the  coantry  about 
the  time  of  the  famine,  and  to  hare  ^ooe  Sonthward  where 
he  has  probably  been  joined  by  many  of  Sheikfa  Ahmed's 
followers,  as  their  nnmbers  in  tbese  parts  are  said  to  have 
decreaied  coDsiderably  within  the  last  few  years,  and  I, 
believe  I  have  succeeded  in  apprendiog  nearly  all  those 
DOW  residing^  in  ibis  neighbonrhood.  The  depositions  do 
not  contain  mncb  information  beyond  the  proving  the  pri- 
soners to  be  Phansigars,  bnt  I  send  them  in  the  hopes  that 
yoa  may  perhaps  be  enabled  to  identify  the  mnrders  men- 
tioned therein  with  some  of  those  confessed  before  yon. 
I  also  send  a  descriptive  roll  of  the  prisoners  which  may 
probably  enable  some  of  yoor  approvers  to  recognize  them. 
I  have  little  doubt  but  that  these  people  can  give  im- 
portant information  regarding  the  Thugs  now  residing  in 
other  parts  of  the  territories  nnder  this  Presidency,  and  as 
the  only  means  of  obtaining  this  1  have  written  to 
Government  to  be  allowed  to  admit  gome  of  their  number 
as  approvers.  In  the  mean  while  I  shoald  be  obliged  by 
year  letting  me  know  whether  you  are  possessed  of  any 
infermation  by  which  yon  conld  bring  their  guilt  home  to 
them  independent  of  their  confessions.  I  shoald  also  feel 
Aankfnl  if  yon  could  give  me  any  intelligence  as  to  the 
neasores  pursued  by  yon  in  order  to  convict  ^ia  class  of 
criminals,  and  also  for  any  directions  as  to  managing  them 
which  yoor  experience  may  enable  you  to  safest. 
I  have,  &c.  &o. 
(Signad)        A.  UATHESON, 

Head  AtMUtant  Magistrate. 
Qw^oer,  UMgutrale'i  Qfiet,  tie  Ulk  April,  1898. 
{Tree  Copy) 
(Signed)        P.  A.  REYNOLDS, 

Qgleiatii^  CUni.  St^, 
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Awaroo  Gopalroydoo,  son  ofAppiah.of  tht  BroMnjf 
oatte,  VyttHttva  religion,  by  profetsion  Curnum,  agtd 
28  yeart,  and  inhabilani  of  AUoor,  attached  to  tht 
Joodjoor  Purganah,  in  tht  Zillak  of  Masulipatam, 
being  mom  on   Tuetday  the  4th,  decreaeing  moon  of 

,  ChailrutA,  year  Daormootkae,  correaponding  with  tk* 
5th  April  1836,  gives  the  folloKing  'deposition  •* 

Q. — What  do  ;oQ  know  resjarding  tbe  Moormen  seized 
and  bronght  by  Sbaik  Baday,  tbe  Catwal  of  Guntoor,  froin 
tbe  villages  of  Moongal,  &c.  appertaioiag  to  tbe  zillah  of 
Masulipatam,  and  wbat  are  yon  given  to  understand  cob- 
Qerning  their  circamstaDcei  I 

A. — About  8  years  ago  tbe  Moormen  named  PeddR 
Emam  Sabeb,  Pedda  Phakeer  Sahib,  Sheikb  filobamad. 
Chinna  Pbakeerab,  Cbiniia  Emara  Sabeb,  Moosbkeel, 
Madanr  Sahib,'  his  three  sons  named  Goolam  Sahib» 
Khansim  and  Emaam,  and  another  Madaar  Sahib,  and 
Mobadeen  Sabib,  together  with  their  families  came  to 
reside  in  tbe  village  of  Cbetta  Annavnrnm,  from  Gndda- 
raadoogoo,  appertaining  to  the  pnrganidi  of  Mylaveram, 
in  the  zemindary  of  Soorananywar.  I  cannot  positively 
tell  whence  they  first  came  to  Gaddamadoogoo ;  bat  there 
is  a  report  that  they  belonged  to  the  weitem  conntry  and 
that  they  had  come  from  tbenoe,  that  is  from  Cnddapah, 
fcc.  1  am  tbe  Merassse  Cnrnnm  of  Cbetta  Annaverain, 
where  they  had  oome  (to  reside),  and  Alloor.  For  aboot 
8  or  10  years  past  I  myself  am  carrying  on  tbe  dntit»-of 
Cnrnnm  of  those  two  villages ;  after  they  came  to  Cbetta 
Annavarnm  they  used  to  keep  one  or  two  pionghs  each 
and  onltivate  tbe  Jeroyety  lands.  Tbey  have  never  tilled 
themselves,  but  have  been  aocastomed  to  carry  on  the 
cultivation  through  the  means  of  coolies  and  servants 
of  their  cftste;  the  aamas  of  Pedda  £mam  Sahib,  Fak«er 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     "8    ) 

Sahib  and  Sbaik  Mohontncl  have  been  entered  in  the 
Circars'  acconnta.  Ever  since  they  arrived  at  my 
village  the  men  nsed  to  say  that  (hey  had  caused  clothes 
to  be  woven  at  MangaU^rry,  Cheerala,  Parala  and  other 
places,  and  jast  before  the  commencement  of  hot-wealher 
after  the  monsoon,  that  is  from  the  months  of  Bf  ankhnn^ 
and  Pbaalgooonm,  they  used  to  prepare  themselves  for 
a  joarney,  saying  that  they  would  export  and  sell  the 
clothes  in  other  coontries,  viz.  Cbittoor  and  other 
Sontbern  districts,  as  well  as  in  those  of  Rajamnndry,  !tc. 
and  set  oat  with  one  or  two  horses  and  bollocks.  One 
or  two  of  the  men  nsed  to  take  their  females  with  them. 
Afterwards  by  report  it  was  understood  that  they  had  not 
gone  for  trade.  It  was  also  reported  that  while  tl)ey  would 
pretend  to  go  to  one  conntry  they  would  go  to  anotber; 
that  is  when  they  said  that  they  would  go  to  the  soathem 
country  they  went  northward,  and  when  (bey  said  they 
would  go  to  northern  country  they  probably  went  west- 
ward. These  people  nsed  to  return  after  4,  3,  or  6 
months,  and  arrive  in  the  village  at  some  hour  or  other 
of  the  night.  On  their  return  they  were  nsaally  accom- 
panied by  more  horses  and  bnllocks  with  loads  than  at 
their  departure,  containing  tuppalas,  chimboos  or  brasa 
vessels,  arms,  gold  thread,  cloths.  Sec,  which  beio^ 
generally  in  use  among  them,  were  seen  by  me.  Tha 
eloths  appeared  to  have  come  from  distant  conntries  and 
were  most  valuable.  When  asked  whence  they  brought 
them,  they  would  mention  the  names  of  foreign  cities^ 
and  say  that  they  had  purchased  them  there.  I  was 
given  to  understand  that  all  the  articles  brought  by  them 
were  divided  between  themselves  after  they  had  returned. 
Whenever  quarrels  arose  between  themselves  in  dividing 
the  property,  the  persons  of  the  neighbonring  villages 
Dsed  to  hear  and  inform  me  of  it.    Every  day  they  osed 
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to  spend  3  or  4  rupees,  and  drink  ronoh  toddy  and 
liqaor,  and  eat  flesh  everj  day ;  tbay  are  also  mach 
addicted  to  chevin^  betel  and  betel-nats.  They  bad 
every  liind  of  dress  peculiar  to  difierent  countries.  See- 
iag  their  expenditare,  I  tbon^bt  that  they  must  have 
Ij^onght  a  good  dual  of  money  which  they  expended. 
From  the  abore  circnmstance  it  would  not  appear  that 
they  had  acquired  their  wealth  either  by  traffic  or  any 
other  legal  means  whatever.  It  is  reported  that  these 
people  are  Phaseegars,  and  that  under  pretence  of  going 
to  different  countries  for  the  parpose  of  carryiDgon  trade, 
the;  Qsed  to  go  and  kill  the  travellers  on  the  roads  and 
seize  the  property  which  was  found  with  them.  Their 
people  have  never  connected  themselves  with  the  Hoor- 
men  who  inhabit  this  conutry  for  a  long  time.  They 
marry  among  themselves.  It  was  usual  for  5  or  10 
persons  to  come  at  once  to  their  bouses  from  the  western 
districts  and  to  return  again  after  having  remained  there 
5  or  10  days,  but  this  was  a  rare  occurrence.  Their 
arrival  was  concealed,  and  it  was  not  known  whence  they 
came.  When  they  were  asked  who  these  people  were, 
they  used  to  say  they  are  our  relations.  "  One  is  my  elder 
sister's  son.  One  is  my  younger  sister's  son,  &o.  They 
have  come  from  Chittoor  and  thereabouts."  Oar  ances- 
tors used  to  reside  at  Cbittoor  and  thereabouts.  They 
usaally  spoke  in  Moor  language.  They  can  all  generally 
converse  io  Tamil  and  Canarese.  They  can  speak 
better  Tamil  than  Taloogoo.  They  lived  in  Chetta 
Annavaram  which  is  my  Merassee  village,  for  3  or  4 
years  in  this  manner.  I  understand  that  daring  their  stay 
there,  it  is  5  years  since  some  of  them  assembled  together 
and  joined  with  those  that  resided  at  Guddamadoogoo, 
and  that  they  all,  10  or  14  ia  number,  (whose  names 
are  not  known),  set  off  io  the  month  of  Maokhnm 
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(January)  and  entered  the  Gantoor  zillab,  having  otoned 
(he  river  Kistoa  at  Bezoara ;  that  at  that  time  the 
females  of  the  Sepoys  of  the  battalions  garrisoned  in 
the  Northern  DiatrictSi  as  well  aa  in  some  iinder  the 
Bengal  presidency,  carrying  with  them  such  garni  as  Uiey 
hikd  received  from  their  bnsbands,  had  on  their  way  tg 
the  places  of  their  residence  in  the  Soalhem  Districts 
met  the  said  gang  and  arrived  at  Gantoor,  and  they  (the 
Phaseegari)  pat  np  in  one  Moor  Cboaltry  and  tbs 
females  in  anotlier  ;  that  some  of  the  Fakeeri,  inhabitanta 
of  the  town  of  Gantoor,  having  seen  the  Mootmeo 
(Pfaaseegars)  had  entertained  saspioion  against  them  and 
informed  the  then  Catw&I,  Sbailt  X^attief,  of  the  same 
at  the  same  honr  of  the  night,  who  aaid  that  it  was  mid- 
night, that  he  woald  mqnire  in  the  morning,  and  that 
Ihey  (the  Fnlieers)  should  take  care  of  them ;  that 
in  the  morning,  upon  enqniry,  no  traces  either  of  the 
women  or  the  Moormen  remained ;  and  that  ootwith- 
staodiog  all  the  search  that  was  made  they  had  not  been 
traced.  At  that  time  the  Phaseegan,  £mam  Sahib 
(who  is  called  among  themselves  iTemBdar),  and  Shaik 
Homad,  (who  is  more  than  50  years  old  and  who  is  called 
among  themselves  Jemadar,  and  aiud  to  be  the  son  of 
Daavalgee  Jem&dar),  and  one  £mam  Sahib,  (be  is  among 
the  persons  now  seized  by  the  Cntwal), .  son  of  Shalk 
Homod  Jemadar  ;  these  three  persons  had  assembled  the 
ethers  (names  nnknown)  and  had  gone  (for  some  expedi> 
tion).  The  abovementioned  Emam  Sahib  Jemadar  ii 
among  the  persons  now  seized  hy  the  Catwal.  I  heard 
that  Jemadar  Shaik  Homad  had  aboot  5  or  6  months 
•go  gone  to  Hydrabad  in  the  Western  oonntry  and  died 
Uiere,  I  nnderstand  that  one  or  two  months  after  the 
abovementioned  women  and  these  persons  had  thna  disap- 
peared from  Gnntner,  the  Jemadar  Shaik  Bomod,  hii 
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■on  Emam,  who  bag  beea  ieized,  a  servtuit  of  Shulc 
Homud,  (whose  aame  is  not  Itnowo)  aad  another  Emam, 
bad  come  to  Gantoor ;  thai  while  they  pat  np  io  « 
Chooltrj,  the  Fukeers  who  had  seen  them  before  again 
recognized  tbem  and  informed  the  Catwal  Shaik  Lnt- 
jief  of  the  same ;  that  daring  the  examination  after 
^ey  were  seised,  Shaik  Homad,  his  sou  Emam  and 
his  servant  remained,  bat  the  other  called  Emam  had 
^ne  oat  with  Chimboo  and  tims  ran  away ;  and  that 
the  said  three  persons  had  been  pat  in  the  Gantoor  Cot- 
wal's  Choaltry,  and  that  the  following  articles  were  foand 
in  the  bag  of  the  one  who  ran  away,  viz.  a  cocoannt 
shell  nsed  to  pat  in  tirchoornam  (the  yellow  mark  stnfT), 
one  coomkooma  bharena  or  box' (holding  woman's  nark 
-  staff),  one  silk  sikhabandoo  or  ribband  nsed  by  Soodras 
in  tying  their  hair,  a  piece  of  steel  wire  of  a  span  lengtb, 
find  one  lead  flat.  The  said  persons  having  then  stated 
that  they  were  the  inhabitants  of  my  village  and  that  they 
had  cnltivalion  there,  the  then  bead  of  police  Nnkkala- 
pnlly  Soobbarow  summoned  me  to  ascertain  the  same. 
On  being  asked  regarding  them  I  declared  that  the  eii^ 
oamstance  of  their  having  bad  cultivation  in  my  village 
-was  tme;  that  their  cattle,  fico.,  were  in  that  village  itself, 
and  that  thair  booses  having  been  oonsamed  by  fire,  thejr 
bad  resided  at  Joodjoor,  one  coss  distant  therefrom.  Ib 
about  10  days  they  were  released  from  the  Catwal's  Choal- 
try. I  &rst  went  and  arrived  in  my  village ;  while  1  was  at 
Gantoor  they  were  set  at  liberty ;  bnt  they  did  not  come 
to  my  village  either  along  with  me  or  afterwards.  I  was 
given  to  nnderstand  that  they  had  gone  and  arrived  ai 
Gnddamadoogoo.  Some  time  afterwards  Shaik  Homnd 
came  to  Chattnnnavarnn  and  enqnired  after  his  coltivation. 
1  said  to  him  as  well  as  to  the  others  as  follows.  "  Here 
xnd  there  they  positively  state  that  yon  are  Phsseegars. 
3  o 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(     490     ) 

Toa  mttit  not  remain  in  my  village ;"  and  I  poriUvely 
tvld  ttem  ihat  they  must  entirely  go  away ;  and  they 
sccordiBgly  left  the  village  and  went  away  to  differeat 
placet;  bnt  I  did  not  know  whither  they  bad  gone.  At 
tkis  time  the  famine  happened.  I  andentood  the  year  after 
the  fanine  bad  ceased,  that  ■ome  of  them  had  settled  i% 
Naroyanagoodem  or  Toorakapallem,  a  hamlet  of  Hoona- 
gola  ;  some  in  Croostnayapallem,  a  hamlet  of  Ankoopan- 
noola,  and  some  in  EUore  and  Seetnmmapetta.  I.nnder- 
■tand  that  abost  6  years  ago  while  they  were  all  residing 
io  my  village,  the  parties  of  the  Jemadars  Emaoi  Sahib 
Itnd  Sbaik  Hunad  had  at  one  time  left  my  villai^e  and  - 
met  two  Chetties,  merchants  of  Madras,  and  Cauvery 
BUD  at  a  place  called  Yeedoolakoontah,  near  Eilore ; 
that  the  Phaseegars  had  killed  them  and  robbed  them 
{tf  their  property ;  that  at  the  time  of  their  killing  them  one 
of  the  gang  named  Ally  Sahib  had  foand  a  bag  of  nsbera- 
feesorgDldmohurstiedronnd  the  waist  of  one  of  the  three, 
valned  at  aboot  600  rupees,  and  bad  seized  it  without 
Jteing  perceived  by  the  other  Phaseegars ;  and  that  they 
■bad  qnarrelled  afterwards  among  themselves,  in  conse- 
qoenoe  of  his  having  taken  it  without  giving  a  share  to 
the  othera.  AUy  Sahib  is  not  seized  now,  bat  the  per- 
sons .  who  had  quarrelled  with  him  regarding  the  said 
anohars,  are  now  seized  by  the  Catwal.  These  Pbasee- 
-gan  gave  two  nott  valuable  rings  called  Battany  Woon- 
garuDis,  set  with  diamonds,  which  were  stolen  from  the 
■•aid  mercbants.to  Poottaombanka  Venkiah,  of  the  Comma 
oaita,  BD  inhabitant  of  Daachavarnm,  on  some  accunnt  or 
other.  The  said  Venkiafa  gave  the  said  two  tings  to  two 
banians  named  Somafa  Venkatasem  and  Famedemon^ 
.Juggiah,  inhabitants  of  Joodjoor,  ashehadnoreadymooey 
■to  pay,  in  liquidation  of  the  600  rupees  be  had  borrowed 
.firom  them  and  took  hack  his  bonds.    As  the  procefdiny 
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of  givinic  tbe  riags  to  (he  aaid  baniuu  and  of  receiving 
the  bond*  from  tbem  passed  ia  my  preBeaoe  T  am  aware 
of  it.  I  saw  tboie  ring^g,  evea  now  I  caa  identify  them. 
Those  rings  are  now  in  the  hoase  of  Somah  Veokatasemt 
4  or  5  pairs  of  Beoaars  Kondwas,  or  opper  cloths  of  red 
•Dolonr,  vi^ued  at  rupees  100  or  ISO,  baring  been  found 
with  these  mercbants  who  were  killed.  Venketrama 
Gopaula  Jagunoadharow,  Zemindar  of  Calavakolloo  oa 
that  district,  was  informed  of  it,  and  knowing  that  these 
people  in  my  village  were  Pfaaseegars,  sent  on  bis  behalf 
ooe  Mauderauze  Lotchemenuroo,  inhabitant  of  Joodjoar> 
who  came  and  haviag  threatened  them  caused  the  add 
Benaurs  Kundwas  to  be  conveyed  away.  I  did  not  dia- 
tinctly  see  the  Kundwas,  bat  saw  tbe  bundle  being  takea 
away.  About  one  year  after  tbe  case  of  the  banians  had 
taken  place,  that  is,  5  years  ago,  a  merchant  came  with 
horses  to  «ell,  and  after  selling  some,  I  noderataod  that  one 
horse  having  remained  with  him  unsold,  he  bad  supposed 
that  tlie  Zemindar,  the  said  Venkata  Gopaut  Jagnnnadba- 
tow  at  Juodjovr,  would  perh^ia  buy  the  horsei  as  it  was 
the  time  of  celebrating  bis  marriage,  and  that  as  the 
merchant  was  going  from  Mylanerum,  on  his  way  to 
Joodjoor,  through  the  pass  called  Canaya  Gundy,  be  met 
the  Phaseeirars  named  Madanr  Sahib  and  Hjder  Kbawv 
of  Gnddamadoogoo,  where  they  asked  each  other  their 
destination ;  that  one  of  them  named  Hyder  Kbawa  had 
then  aaid  to  the  merchant  that  be  woold  go  to  Hydrabad  ; 
that  tbe  merchant  had  said  he  abo  would  go  if  the  horse 
was  not  purchased  at  Joodjoor  ;  that  one  of  tbe  t*haseeT 
gars  (I  know  not  which),  had  followed  the  merchant  to 
Joedjoor  ;  that  the  other  thinking  that  it  would  occasion 
~  delay  if  be  shoutd  go  to  Guddamadoogoo  where  his  party 
tben  resided  and  bring  tbe  Phaseegars  belonging  to  that 
gaaf,  had    taken  the  Fbaseegan  who  then  resided  at 
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Chnttannavarnni,  (now  seized)  and  met  tbe  said  mercbanf 
and  the  Pbaseegars  who  accompanied  him,  in  the  tope  ot 
grove  of  the  village  Keesara,  from  which  time  no  trace 
of  the  merchant  remained,  and  that  the  Phaseegarg  had 
then  taken  away  the  horse  and  sold  it  at  Hyderabad  or 
thereahoati.  A  small  horse  belonging  to  the^aid  mer-* 
chant,  had  been  kept  by  Madar  Sahib,  who  is  now  in 
castody  ;  bat  1  was  told  by  him  after  he  was  seized 
that  horse  had  died  one  year  back.  1  was  given  to  ander- 
stand  that  these  Phaseegars  had  foand  with  the  mer- 
chant an  ambrella,  a  knife,  and  some  mpees,  being  the- 
prooeeds  of  the  sale  of  some  of  his  horses.  The  said 
knife  and  nmbrella  were  given  to  Gaddamadoogoo 
Veyenna,  the  Cnrnom  of  Gnddamadoogoo,  by  the  Pha- 
ceegars,  and  the  said  Veyenna  gave  that  knife  and  am- 
brella  to  bis  brother-in-law  Awa  Venkataratrnm.  They 
are  now  in  his  possession.  I  saw  them  with  faim.  In 
oonaeqaence  of  their  having  committed  these  acts  while 
in  my  Meressee  village  Chiltannavamm,  I  drove  them 
from  thence,  considering  that  they  most  not  rema:n  there. 
Thinking  that  it  wonld  be  of  no  nse  if  I  informed  the 
Zemindar  as  he  is  aware  of  these  cironmslances,  and 
fearing  lest  trouble  would  come  upon  me  in  the  event  of 
their  not  being  visited  with  pnniahment  on  my  having- 
informed  the  aathoritiej  of  these  oircDmslanceB,  I  had 
never  informed  hitherto.  As  yon  have  now  taken  active 
measares  regarding  them  I  have  represented  what  has 
passed. 

(Signed)        GOPA  ULROTDOO. 

Sworn  before  me  this  5lh  April,  18S6, 
(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON, 

Head  Aititt.  MagittraU  in  Charge.  . 
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TTie  Witness  is  re-examined  on  Oath  on  the  Sth  April, 
1836,  corresponding  with  Friday,  the  7th  decreatinff 
Moon  of  the  month  of  Chailram,  year  Doormookhy. 

Q,— la  yonr  former  deposition  yon  spoke  aa  if  yon 
Coald  recognize  the  Pbaseegars.  Look  at  the  persons 
now  seized  and  broaght  before  me,  and  state  under  whom 
each  of  them  serve  and  what  are  their  names? 

A. — No,  1.  Emam  Sabeb  alias  Mohoddeen  Sabeb, 
inhabitant  of  Narraingoodem.  He  is  tbe  same  who  for- 
merly lived  at  Chnttanavaram.  The  Pbaseegars  among 
themselves  called  hioi  Jemadar. 

No.  2.  Cbinna  Emam  Sabeb,  of  Kistnapooram,  a 
hamlet  of  A  koo  pan  moo  lab.  He  formerly  resided  at 
Chuttanavaram,  and  he  is  the  brother  of  Moosbkil. 

No.  3.  Nephew  of  Emam  Sabeb,  or  the  son  of  bis 
sister.  His  present  residence  is  at  Kistoapooram.  He 
formerly  resided  at  Chnttanavaram,  then  he  was  called 
Emam  Saheb,  bnt  I  anderstand  that  be  is  now  called  by 
another  name  which  I  da  not  know. 

No.  4.  Sydah,  inhabitant  of  Narraingoodem.  He 
formerly  lived  at  ChuttBDavaram.  He  is  nephew  and 
son-in-law  of  Emam  Saheb  Jemadar,  and  he  is  tbe  son  of 
Pedda  Pakeer  Saheb. 

No.  5.  Emam  Sabeb,  inhabitant  of  Narraingoodem. 
He  formerly  resided  at  Chuttanavaram.  He  is  the  son 
of  Madanr  Saheb  No.  8.  He  had  two  brothers.  One 
of  Ibem  is  dead.  Tbe  name  of  the  other  is  Kfaasim.  He 
is  the  son-in-law  of  Emam  Saheb  Jemadar.  I  under- 
stand that  be  has  lately  gone  southward  with  his  wife. 

No.  6.  Chinn|  Pakeerab,  inhabitant  of  Narraingoo- 
dem. He  formerly  lived  at  Chuttanavaram.  I  nnder- 
stand  he  anbseqaeutly  bore  another  name  which  I  do  not 
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'  No.  7.  Httswun  Saheb,  inbabitaot  of  N'amiogfODdem. 
He  formerly  lired  at  CbnttanaTaram.  He  is  the  bro- 
ther of  Goodoo. 

No.  6.  Madar  Saheb,  inhabitant  of  Narraingoodein, 
formerly  Cbuttanavaram.  He  is  tbe  father  of  Emam 
Sabeb  No.  5.  __  , 

Sio.  9.  Pedda  Fakeer  Saheb  alias  Hassain,  inhabitant 
of  Narraingoodem,  formerly  Cbnttaoararam.  Be  is 
the  father  of  Sydah  No.  4.  These  ei^t  neo  nied  to 
temaio  ander   the  command  of  Emam  Sah^  Jemadar. 

No.  10.  Emam  Saheb  is  the  eldest  son  of  Shaik 
Homed  Jemadar  who  is  dead,  and  inhabitant  of  Eilore. 
formerly  Chnttanavaram.  He  was  formerly  seized  to- 
other with  the  said  Shaik  Homed  Jemadar  at  Gantoor. 

No.  11.  Brother  of  Emen  No,  10.  His  name  is 
Caojee. 

No.  13.  Hyder  Khan,  inhabitant  of  Seetammapettah. 
He  formerly  lived  at  Broogobmida.  He  is  a  follower  of 
Shaik  Homed  Jemadar. 

No,  13.  I  do  not  know  bis  name.  His  present  resi- 
dence is  at  Kistoapooram.  He  formerly  rended  at 
Broogubnnda.  Heis  afollowerofShaik  Homed  Jemadar. 

No.  14.  I  do  not  know  his  name.  He  lived  in  the 
house  of  Shaik  Homed  Jemadar.  He  is  taken  into 
their  caste. 

No.  15.  I  do  not  know  his  name.  He  lived  to  the 
honse  of  Chinna  Emam  Saheb,  No.  3,  at  Kislnapooraio. 

No.  16.  I  do  not  know  his  name.  He  is  the  brolher- 
in-law  of  Chinna  Pidteera  No.  6.  He  is  a  follower  of 
Emam  Saheb  Jemadar. 

No.  17.     I  have  never  seen  him. 

No.  18.     He  is  also  a  stranger.    I  bad  never  seen  him. 

No.  19.  Madar  Sabeb,  inhabitant  of  Narraiagoodem. 
He   formerly  lived    at    Chattanavaram,      He    b^an  a 
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seoond  name,  bat  I  do  pot  recollect  it.  He  is  a  follower 
o£  tbe  deceased  Sbaik  Homed  Jemadar.  At  the  lime 
of  the  marriage  of  the  Zemindar  of  Joodjoor,  be  first 
met  the  horse  merchants  at  the  pass  of  CoDoyagandy. 
He  formefly  lived  at  CbottaDavaram. 
«  No.  20.  Hooshkil,  inhabitant  of  Kistaapooram.  He 
is  a  follower  of  Emam  Saheb  Jemadar.  He  formerly 
resided  at  Ghattanavaram. 

No.  21.  Gavvala  Veoradoo.  He  lived  in  tbe  bonss 
of  Emam  Saheb  Jemadar.  He  merely  caltivates  and 
Dever  ased  to  go  oat  with  them.  Even  at  the  time  of 
their  residing  at  Chattaoavaram  he  was  with  Ihem. 

No.'22.     Hussaia  Kban,  inhabitant  of  Narraingoodem. 
He  is  one  of  the  party  of  Emam  Sabeb  Jemadar.     He 
formerly  lived  at  Chuttanavaram. 
No.  23.     I  do  not  know  him. 

No.  24.  Goodoo,  inhabitant  of  Narraingoodem.  He 
belongs  to  Emam  Saheb  Jemadar.  He  formerly  resic^ 
ed  at  Cfanttanavaram. 

(Signed)        GOPAULROYDOO. 
Sworn  to  he/ore  me,  the  Stk  April,  1836, 

(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON. 

Head  Atsist.  Magistrate  in  Charge. 
(True  Translation,} 
(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON. 

Head  Aasiat.  Magistrate  in  Charge. 
(True  Copy,) 

P.  A.  REYNOLDS, 

Offig.  General  Sapt, 


,9  lizedoy  Google 


(    496    ) 

Deposition  giwn  by  Rahamoo  rending  at  Tooracagoo- 
dem,  a  Hamlel  uader  MooiuegaUah  in  the  ZUlah  of 
Maaulipatam;  father's  name  Shaik  Hussain,  cast  Moor, 
religion  Sheik,  age  about  25  years.  Dated  6th  April 
1836,  corresponding  with  Wednesday,  the  &lh  decreas- 
ing Moon,  the  month  of  Ckmtrum,  year  Doormteky.    , 

A. — I  was  aboiit  4  years  old  at  the  ttma  of  my  father'a 
death;  wben  I  was  G  moatlis  old  my  tnotber  died;  I  do 
not  know  my  motlier's  name.  As  loo^  as  my  father  was 
■alive,  I  resided  ia  a  bat  in  the  Khaasymeyah*  bazar  at 
Hydrabad,  after  my  father's  deatb  I  remained  thereabout 
8  days,  when  1  Jeft  the  faoase  and  earned  my  livelihood 
Jiy  begging.  I  have  neither  maternal  nor  paternal  rela- 
tione ;  tilt  I  was  about  10  years  uld  I  earned  my  livelihood 
by  begging  alms  at  Hydrabad,  whence  I  set  out  with  a 
;view  tolire  in  the  eastern  coonlry.  When  leaving  Hydra- 
.bad  1  met  with  three  Soodra  people,  with  a  female  child, 
conveying  (brass)  tnmballs,  pots,  boxes,  &c„  belonging 
to  two  Moguls,  to  Bonder,  on  four  horses  for  hire.  I 
used  to  take  care  of  their  horses  when  they  halted  and 
do  other  work  ;  the  Soodra  people  gare  me  rice,  I  came 
as  far  as  Cnnchegnchula  tillage  with  them,  when  the 
above  Mognls  desired  me  to  attend  on  them,  bat  the 
Soodra  people  told  me  that  "  if  you  attend  on  them  there 
will  be  some  trouble  to  yon  and  you  should  not  serve 
ynder  them."  I  was  afraid  and  left  their  company  at 
Cunchecacbula,  and  from  thence  I  went  to  Chuttoo  An- 
navarum,  two  and  half  cose  distant  from  it,  where  1  met 
Mohodeen  Saib,  alias  Emaum  Saib,  who  is  called  a 
Jemadar ;  he  told  me  that  I  shoald  remain  ander  him  to 
look  after  his  affairs,  that  in  the  event  of  my  attendiof 

■  Ghawe  Vlysa, 
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•■  Iheto  (liidi)  for  aboat  10  years,  th«y  w«iil4  DSfformmy 
marnage  cerenooy,  and  that  tbey  wonid  give  me  rioe ;  I 
accordingly  remainsd  in  tbeir  hoase,  condnctiog  iheir 
oaltLvatii^.aSiiira,  and  Ukio^  m;  food  there.  After  re- 
nainiDg  sboDt  ooe  year,  ot  about  5  or  6  years  ago,  the 
•bove  Mghodeen  Saib  Jemadar  and  others  ;  viz. 

Moosbkil Present. 

His  elder  brother  Emaum  Shaw, Do. 

CausseemSaib.— Abont  twomoolbs  ago  he  went  as 
lie  mid  to  see  bis  relations  somewhere  towards  Madras, 
but  1  do  not  know  where  they  reside.  His  fathffl's  name 
is  Hadar  Saib,  now.present,  hot  he  did  not  come  on  this 
exjKditioD. 

His  yonnger  brother  Eotaam  Saib Pretent. 

Fakeer  Saib Do. 

Syed  Hussain  alias  Pedda  Falteer  Saib,  Do. 

His  son  Syed  Khansim  alias  Syedam,  ...  Do. 

Madar  Saib,    Do. 

Hassain  Saih, , Do. 

His   yonager  brother  Goodes  Sub, Do. 

Hnsisain  Meeyah  alias  Khadar  Hnssaio,  Do. 
sndinyseir  went — thirteen  men  in  rinmber,  inolnding  Je* 
madar— to vorthem  country.  HohodeenSaib  Jemadarsaid 
that  we  mast  go  lo  Cbicacole  and  purchase  cloths ;  be  col- 
lected all  the  men  and  carried  me  too  ;  seven  of  os  including 
Jemadar  aod  mys^f  went  in  advance,  the  remaining  sis 
iBen  came  after  at  a  day's  journey  opart.  Mobodeea 
Saib  Jemadar  rode  a  horse,  so  we  went  oo,  some  in 
advaaoe  and  some  behind,  by  vay  ofEllore  and  Sane- 
vanrapett  to  a  Cooatah  or  small  tank  situated  on  the 
other  side  or  north  of  Cllore,  where  there  are  a  number 
of  Date  trees  ;  there  was  water  in  it ;  two  Moormen  came 
■nd  joJnod  us  when  we  were  eatiug  our  dinner ;  they  were 
vked  horn  vkatse  they  were  coming ;  they  atuwered 
3  p 
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that  they  were  Goming  from  Hyderebacl  and  «er9 
going  to  Chicacole ;  they  asked  as  whence  we  came  ; 
ve  answered  that  we  were  cDming  from  Candapnlly, 
and  were  going  to  parohase  cloths.  Our  second  parly 
remained  behind,  and  we  together  with  the  above  two 
Sloormen  set  oat  from  thence  and  procee^gA  as  fam 
as  the  Godavary  (river),  travelling  for  aboot  four  days 
in  company  with  the  above  Moormen ;  when  we  reached 
the  Godavary  it  was  almost  snn-set;  Mohodeen  Saib 
Jemadar  alighted  from  bis  borse  near  the  Vwnk  of 
the  Godavary,  and  as  the  second  party  being  six  ia 
number  joined  ns  in  the  morning  of  the  seme  day,  be 
went  down  into  the  bed  of  tbe  Godavary  with  ten  men 
and  tbe  above  two  Moosalmen,  going  slowly  ;  it  began  to 
grow  dark  ;  Godn  Saib  and  myself  were  slaying  behind  ; 
tbe  Jemadar's  horse  was  left  with  me,  and  Godn  Saib  sat 
down  far  a  ce(taia  pnrpos*,  when  I  told  bim  that  our 
parly  bad  advanced  and  that  we  must  go  on ;  he  delayed 
and  answered  that  tbey  would  retarn  here; Mohodeen  Saib 
Jemadar  descended  the  bank  of  tbe  Godavary  with 
the  remaining  ten  men  together  with  tbe  above  two 
Moosalmen,  and  vent  as  far  as  tbe  edge  of  (he  water, 
when  they  all  sat  down.  OneMoosbkill  and  one  Khans- 
seem  (who  is  at  large)  twisted  their  Causjcocaloo  or 
sash  girdles,  threw  them  round  tbe  travellers  necks, 
when  the  remaining  people  fell  upon  them  and  killed- 
tbem.  Tbey  said  they  threw  their  bodies  into  the 
Godarary  ;  one  traveller  had  a  dagger,  and  the  other  a 
svord  with  a  black  handle.  There  was  foand  a  bundle 
containing  rupees,  twe  Loongies,  two  Foncha  cloths 
bordered  with  red  thread,  three  jackets,  two  Talagoodda- 
loo  or  pieces  of  bead  cloths,  and  one  Inrband,  one  thread 
carpet,  and  one  cambly,  which  they  brought  with  tbem  ; 
one  of  the  above  two  travellers  vas  tlten  middle  aged. 
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and  neither  tall  nor  short,  and  brown  ooloar ;  the  oilier 
waa  yellow,  short,  and  fat ;  they  appeared  to  be  inhabitanti 
of  Hydrabad  coantry.  After  they  were  killed,  onr  party 
toek  the  abo?e  tbiags  and  parcel  of  money,  and  we  all 
came  to  a  tamarind  tope  situated  near  Caavoor,  on  Uis 
bank  ofGodavary,  where  we  slept,  and  the  next  day  we 
remaineoThere.  1  went  for^rus  for  the  horse,  and  before 
i  returned  the  rupees  were  divided;  they  told  me  that 
■ix  rupees  had  come  to  each  share,  1  being  a  slave  of 
Mohoddeea  Saib,  he,  the  Jemadar,  might  have  taken  my 
xhare  himself,  bnt  he  did  not  say  so  to  me ;  oat  of  the 
cloths,  one  Loongy  was  put  on  by  the  Jemadar,  the 
remaining  cloths  were  kept  in  a  bundle;  the  dagger, 
isclading  handle,  was  about  one  onbit  long,  and  1  saw  il 
with  Fakeer  Saib ;  the  sword  with  black  handle  called 
Choory,  was  less  than  one  onbit  long,  it  was  left  with 
Moosbkill ;  Oooda  Saib  and  myself  were  told  to  go  away 
to  Cbotia  Annavaram  in  front,  so  we  went  on.  After 
eight  days  the  other  IL  men,  inclnding  Jemadar,  arrived 
at  Chnlta  Annavaram ;  this  took  place  after  die  feast  of 
Shnb-e-banit  (in  November)  was  over,  which  we  perform- 
ed, and  then  quitted  h<Hne  three  or  fonr  days  afterwards, 
and  returned  prior  to  the  Ramzan 'month,  after  this  aflhir 
bad  been  committed ;  these  men  are  in  the  habit  of  going 
now  and  then  on  similar  expeditions  to  Hydrabad  and 
those  parts.  A  short  time  ago  or  about  a  month  after  the 
last  Mohorrum  feast,  nine  men  of  the  abovementioned 
gang,  headed  by  Syed  Hussain,  who  was  appointed  Jema- 
dar by  Eraam  Saib,  set  oat  from  borne;  they  said  they 
would  go  to  Hydrabad,  bat  1  know  not  whither  they 
went ;  they  returned  to  the  village  after  two  months, 
passing  by  Farankntgoodem,  which  is  situated  on  the 
•oulb  of  Toorakagoodem. 
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'.  ACterthfltwo  Uooambdea  vare  killed  as  aboreneni 
tioned  D«ar  BEyabouundry,  I  relarncd  aod  ranaiaed  for  a 
few  dajs  ia  the  boose  of  Moboddeen  Saib,  bat  dislikiag 
tbe  hard  work  uader  tbera,  when  tbe  12lJi  Battalion  was 
proosedJug  from  Vizayaoagor  to  Jaalnah,  I  went  vith  it 
and  waa  employed  to  drive  ibe  wood  buidies  t^sre,  qt 
ons  time  for  Hobommed  Soib  Jemadar  of  5tftkMnpa»y 
at  Martin  Battalion,  and  afterwardi  I  nged  to  drive 
bandies  of  straw  for  Ranfapah,  Subedar  Major  in  the 
above  5lh  Compaaj  ;  the  Martin  Battalion  having  come 
(a  Hydiafaad  froia  Jaolnafa,  I  acoonpanied  Kmama  Saib, 
annff  sbop  keeper  in  tbe  ssma  BaUalioo,  and  I  remained 
for  some  days  at  Hydrahad  ;  np  )o  that  lime  a  jrariod 
a  balf  had  expired,  wbea  I  repaired  to  the  eattera 
oonntry,  Moboddeen  Saib  who  was  sitting  near  the 
Chowky  at  Mopoagal,  saw  and  called  me,  and  desuied 
ns  to  serve  nndcr  him.  1  agreed,  remained  aad 
vamt  to  Naraingoodeem  or  TooreapoUem,  a  hamlet 
tinder  Moooagal,  along  with  him;  wfaea  I  a^ed  why 
they  had  oome  from  Chatte  Annavaram,  be  answered 
that  prior  to  tbe  famioe,  gang  robbers  had  coma  and  set 
fire  to  their  hoases.  oonseqeeatly  they  left  that  part,  aod 
tiiAt  some  had  oome  to  TooreapoUem,  some  to  Kiitna* 
ftoomrn,  and  that  Sbeikb  Hommed  Jemadar  liad  gone  to 
Ellore.  I  accoa4>aiiiad  them  in  one  ioalanoe  only,  when 
the  two  Uooasalniea  were  killed,  bat  never  t^aia.  I 
entered  into  their  house  for  rice,  which  was  given.  1  at^ 
and  carried  on  their  caltivation  aa  thej  desired.  [  do  mrt 
know  more  than  this;  these  men  who  are  residing  at 
TooraoapoUem,  as  well  is  those  at  Kistaapooinin  aad 
^lore,  are. all  called  Fbaseegars ;  their  fathers  and  grand* 
Hathara  were  anccessively  Phaseegars;  they  fonaerly 
resided  in  Ibe  Goolburga  coantry,  aa  I  heard  new  aad 
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tkcD  when  they  were  speaking  omoDg'  Otensfllfes ;  of 
those  noT  apprebeaded  aad  brongfat  by  tile  Catwall,  with 
the  exception  of  foar,  the  ranainder  are  all  Pbascegars  ;  the 
(oar  excepted  are,  ooe  arrack  seller  from  the  nurlhern 
districts,  his  uarae  is  Veeradoo,  and  he  is  employed  as 
hosbaAdman  by  Mohooddeeo  Saib;  one  Bahadur  Khan 
Uoorman,  came  newly  from  Sooannrnpand  last  year,  and 
set  up  a  Panjah,  and  ever  siDce  he  is  living  nnder  their 
protection.  Chonderlapanty  Shaik  Hassain  came  last 
year  as  a  beggar  -ud  is  doing  cultivating  basiness  nnder 
6«odee  Stub  for  his  snbsisteace ;  Madar  Sahib  cane  front 
Gangereddypellem,  he  is  Babsidoor  Saib's  brother-iu-law; 
the  above  four  men  are  not  Pbaseegars,  bat  the.iemauh 
i<eir  aio.  I  can  tell  their  names  if  they  appear  before  me. 
Besides  these  men,  there  vas  one  who  lived  at  ChnttA 
Annavaram  called  Shaik  Hamioed  Jenadar,  be  leA  that 
place  and  settled  at  £llore ;  daring  the  festival  of  last 
Mohnrrnm,  he  came  to  Tooreapollem  and  fell  sick  and 
died  ;  he  was  born  of  Reddy  caste  parents,  and  when  a 
ohild  VBs  adopted  by  Dantnljy  Jemadar,  and  called 
Sheikh  Hemmed ;  nntil  his  death  he  condncted  the  dntiei 
of  Jenadar ;  he  vas  above  fifty  years  of  ^e  when  be  died  ; 
his  father  Baavaljy  is  said  to  reside  somewhere  aboat 
Seriflgapatam,  as  I  heard  from  tbe  said  Pbaseegars ;  th« 
Shaikh  Hammed  bad  two  sons,  one  Ewimmn  Saib,  and 
Uadar  Saib;  they  are  now  among  those  apprehended  and 
brooght  by  the  Catwall.  Of  tbose  residing  formerly  at 
Cbntta  AnnavaTam,  all  are  now  apprehended  except  four; 
they  are  followers  of  Sheikh  Hemmed  Jemadar,  and 
therefore  went  with  him.  Of  these  one  Ally  Saib  is  ssid 
to  have  gone  to  Gotdbnrgab.  where  he  has  relattons,  the 
lenaining  three,  Emaam  Saib,  IHngra  Hassain  Saib  and 
Nnsaoo  Kbaa  are  not  apprehended;  it  is  not  known 
^rliere  they  are.    Besides  this,  Hnssain  Saib  alias  Ho»t 
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Booreya  Sub  Jemadar,  the  brother  of  Emanm  Saib  Jcnui- 
dar,  who  has  been  dow  apprehended,  formerl;  resided  at 
Gudda  Madoogoo  ?illag«,  in  the  MileTaram  Pargantdi, 
•ear  Candapnlly,  with  foar  or  five  families  of  Phaseegars ; 
tbey  went  away  during  famine  to  Madras  or  those  parts, 
and  I  do  not  know  where  they  are.  One  of  then^'calleJ^ 
Hossain  Khan  came  to  Tarakapollom  before  rretamed 
there  after  my  accompanying  the  Battalion  -,  this  man, 
and  two  or  three  families  of  those  ander  Hoonooreya 
leaided  fcmnerly  at  Broogabonda,  in  the  Onntoor  Zillah. 
HauaiD  Khen  bad  kept  a  woman  called  Mnngnlah 
Bhangy,  resident  of  the  same  Tillage,  and  proceeded  from 
thence  with  the  said  Bhangy  to  Ellore  or  tfaereaboats. 
Hnssain  Khan  then  got  married,  but  left  his  wife  and  took 
Mangalah  Bhangy  whom  he  knew  at  Broognbnnda,  to 
Kistnapooram.  After  we  were  bronght  here  by  the  Cat- 
wall,  the  said  Hossaio  Khan,  (bow  he  was  apprehended 
I  do  Dot  know)  has  been  bronght  to  Gnntoor.  His 
father-iD-Iaw  who  was  formerly  at  Broognbnnda,  and  who 
went  to  Ellore,  by  name  Madar'Saib,  came  lately  to 
Tooreapoileoi  and  is  now  apprehended  ;  he  is  Phaseegar 
under  Moboddssn  Saib  JemEtdar.  Uyder  Khan  appre- 
hended at  Seetnmm'apetta,  was  also  resident  fomerly  at 
Bruogabnnda;  the  father-in-law  of  Emaam  Saib  (son  of 
Kallie  Boodfaee)  who  was  apprehended  at  TooracapoUem, 
is  said  to  keep  a  shop  for  selling  salt,  chillies.  See.,  in 
the  Chittoor  bazar,  bat  his  father-in-law's  name  is 
Unknown. 

When  I  first  arrived  at  Chatta  Annavaram  I  nsed  to 
bear  Ally  Saib,  Bada  Saib,  Nossoo  Khan,  Emanm  Saib, 
Hnssain  Saib,  and  one  Drngra  Hossain  Saib  and  Sheik 
Hommed  Jemadar,  qpuelling  among  themselves  regacd* 
ing  the  circumstance  of  Ally  Saib  having  in  some  expe* 
dition  obtaioed  a  parse    containiitg    gold  mohnra  and 
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embezzled  it  himself,  of  wbicb  they  considered  tbemseWei 
entKled  to  have  a  share. 

The  brass  booddy  chemboo,*  a  tomball,  which  was 
seized  in  the  boose  of  Mohoddeea  Saib  Jemadar  by  the 
Cutwall  aod  placed  in  the  Chonltry,  was  nerer  seen  by 
Jne  fo^m^ly  in  Mohoddeen  Saib's  bouse,  bnt  has  been 
in  nse  ever  since  tbey  retorned  from  the  last  expedition, 
which  took  place  eight  months  ago,  as  aborementioned. 

I  entered  into  service  nnder  these  Pbaseegars  for  sub- 
sistence, bnt  I  an)  not  one  of  them;  if  the  people  of  the 
■aid  village  are  asked,  it  will  be  nnderstood  tiiat  I  am 
employed  as  a  servant  in  their  bouse  ;  as  I  entered  in 
their  bonse  I  was  apprehended  aod  brought  here  with 
them.  . .   . 

Q. — Hear  the  deposition  given  by  you,  read:  is  It 
correct  and  as  yon  staled  ? 

A. — It  is  correct  as  I  mention. 

Marked        RAHAHOO. 

Given  before  me  this  6th  April  1886, 

(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON, 

Head  Assist.  Magittrate  in  Charge. 

The  deponent  is  re-examined  on  (be  8tb  April  1636, 
corresponding  with  Friday  the  7th  decreasing  moon  of 
Cbytra,  year  Doormookhy. 

Q,, — Yon  declared  that  you  conld  recognize  the  Phao- 
seegars.  Look  at  the  men  who  have  been  broagbt  before 
me,  state  their  respective  names,  distinguishing  (be  Jema- 
dar nnder  whom  each  of  them  served. 

A. — The  name  of  first  person  is  Emanm  Saib  alia* 
Mohoddeen  Saib,  bis  place  of  residence  is  Toorkageo- 
dem.     He  is  the  Jemadar,     No.   2  Emaum  Sbaw,    aa 


'  Apparently  of  Sontheni 
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inhabitRnt  of  Kistnapoomin,  and  he  waa  accDstomed  to  fgo 
along  with  the  said  Jemadar. 

No.  3.     Hussaia  Meya  alias  Khader  Hossain,  is  aa 
infaab{(ant  of  Kistnapooram,  and  he  was  aocastomed  to  - 
go  along  with  the  said  Jonadar. 

No.  4.  Syed  Khaiim  alias  Syedah,  falh^y  namifc 
jByed  Hossain,  place  of  residence  Toorcagoodem  ;  is  the 
.soD-io-Iaw  of  tbe  above  Jemadar. 

No.  ft.  Emaam  Sahib,  father's  name  Madar  Saib,  his 
-place  of  residence  is  Tooroag«odem,  and  he  is  nader  the 
■aid  Jemadar. 

No.  6.  Falteer  Saib,  an  inhabitant  of  Toorcagoodem, 
is  under  the  said  Jemadar. 

No.  7.  Hossain  Saib,  an  iahabitantof  Toorcagoodem, 
is  tbe  elder  brother  of  Goodo  Saib ;  he  is  nnder  tbe  swd 
Jemadar. 

No.  6.  Madar  Saib,  an  inhabitant  of  Toorcagoodem, 
is  tbe  &tker  of  Emanm  Saib  No.  5.  His  second  son 
Khasim  Saib  went  to  some  other  country  about  two 
months  ago. 

No.  9.  Syed  Hossain  alias  Pedda  Pakeer  Saib,  is  tbe 
fatber  of  Syed  Khasim  No.  4,  and  inhabitant  of  Toorca< 
good em. . 

No.  10.  Gmaam  Saib,  son  of  Sboik  Hommed  Jemadar, 
deceased,  is  an  inhabitant  of  Ellore.  The  said  Shaik 
Hommed  Jemadar  is  the  son  of  Dauvnijy, 

No.  11.  Madar  Saib,  younger  brother  of  Emaom  Saib, 
No.  10,  is  tbe  2d  son  of  Sheik  Homnied  Jemadar. 

No.  12.  Hyder  Khan,  is  an  inhabitant  of  Seetnmma- 
petlah,  who  for  merly  resided  at  Broogubontla,  and  whence 
be  removed  his  babitatiun 

No.  13.  The  name  of  this  man  is  not  known  to  me ; 
he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Kistnapooram,  and  came  there 
last  year. 
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No.  14.  The  oame  of  this  man  is  onkDown  to  me, 
bat  he  came  along  vith  the  song  of  Sksik  Hommed 
Jemadar. 

No.  15.  The  name  of  this  man  is  Ramdoo,  caste 
CaiimB,wrho  came  to  Kistnapoornm  to  tend  the  cattle  of 
Emanm  SSS^  No.  2,  since  one  year. 

No.  16.  Bbaderkha  came  from  Sooannmpotly  and 
resided  at  ToorkapoUem ;  since  last  year  setting  np  a 
a  Panjah. 

No.  17.  MadarSaib,  whose yonnger sister  was  given 
in  marriage  to  Bahadnrkba,  a  stranger.  No,- 16,  came 
to  see  the  said  person  from  GangereddypoUem. 

No.  18.  Sbeik  Bassain  came  from  Chonderlapand 
to  Toorcagoodem  during  the  last  monsoon.  He  carries 
on  the  caltiration. 

No.  19.  Madar,  an  inhabitant  of  Toorcagoodem,  is 
under  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar. 

No.  30.  Mooabkil,  an  inhabitant  of  Kislnapoornm, 
is  nnder  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar.  He  is  the  same  man 
that  threw  the  handkerchief  over  the  Moorman  near 
Godavary  river. 

No.  31.     Ganvala  Veerada,  is  a  person  who  lired  in 
Mohoddeen  Sub  Jemadar's  boose.    He  performs  the 
daties  of  husbandry  works,  and  he  was  not  accastomed  to 
follow  them  anywhere. 
'  No.  33.     Hossain  Khan,  an  inhabitant  of  Toorcagoo- 

dem, is  under  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar. 

No.  S3.     Husaain  Kban   whose  present  residence  is 
I  Kistnapoor,  is  present  under  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar, 

bnt  it  is  not  known  nnder  which  Jemadar  he  was  formerty. 
He  is  the  same  person  that  kept  Mungalah  Bhaugy. 
8Q 
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No.  24.  GoodnSaib,  aniobibitaiitof  Toorca^odetn, 
ii  under  Moboddeen  Saib  Jemadar.  He  is  tbe  person 
tbat  was  behind  him  at  tbe  time  when  tbe  Moornuui  was 
killed  ID  the  Godavary  river. 

Mark  of  RAHA^OOk 
Given  before  me  this  8lh  April,  1836,  '  '' 

(Sigoed)        A.  S.  MATHESON, 

Head  Assist.  Magt.  in  Chargt, 
(True  TEanslation) 
(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON, 

Head  Assist.  Magt.  ia  Charge* 
(True  Copy.) 
P.  A.  KEYNOLDS.  Offy.  Genl.  Supl. 


Dated  7th  April  1836,  corresponding  with  Thta-sday 
the  Sth,  decreasing  moon  of  Chaitrum,  the  year 
Doormukhe.  Deposition  given  on  oath.  My  namm 
Bhaugy,  my  mother's  house  name  Janapautynto', 
father's  name  Calladoo,  caste  Barber,  religion  lonif 
mark,  live*  by  shaving,  aged  twenty  years,  residing 
at  Bhroagubunda, 

Q, — What  do  yoa  know  of  the  circBmstance  of  Hossaia 
Khan  end  of  bis  story  ? 

A. — About  eight  years  ago,  the  said  Hussain  Khan,  a 
Moorman,  Hyder  Saib,  Uoossain  Saib,  Madar  Saib,  hia 
SOD  Hoosaain,  Murab  and  Vully  Saib,  alias  Volly  Khan, 
came  to  BhroogubaDda,  with  their  women  aad  childreo, 
the  villagers  were  afraid  that  they  were  gang  robbers  ; 
I; was  theo  tea  yean  of  age.  They  halted  in  a  t«pe,  aod 
told  Dongariab,  Ramiab  and  others,  tbe  Camwu  of  lb* 
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•aid  village,  tbat  (hey  voald  settle  in  that  village,  and 
built  roar  or  fivehooset;  thay  were  altogether  about  ten 
in  Dumber ;  Hyder  Saib  caltivated  with  two  ploagha,  but 
oonduoled  it  throagh  his  servants.  They  remaiaed  there 
for,foar  years  ;  on  looking  ioto  their  condnct,  it  was  at 
f/si^^ngbt  tbat  (bey  were  robbers  and  barglars  ;  but 
Dy  degh'9f  it  was  strongly  rnmonred  that  they  were  men 
who  killed  people  by  straogling.  While  (bey  were  living 
at  Broogubnnda  they  osed  to  say  that  they  had  relatione 
and  brothers  at  Chntta  Annavaram  and  at  Gaddamdngoo, 
■itnated  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  they  oaed  to 
go  thither  and  visit  them,  and  so  two  or  three  men  woold 
•tart  together  from  Broognbanda,  and  not  retam  for  ten 
or  twenty  days,  or  some  limes  a  month.  They  used  te 
drink  arrack  sad  toddy,  and  eat  as  much  meat  as  they 
required ;  under  these  ciroamstances  the  village  people 
■aid  that  they  ware  Pbaseegars.  Arter  four  years  had 
elapsed,  the  famine  happened ;  they  then  said  that  they 
coald  not  carry  on  their  livelihood  there  and  woald  go  to 
Ellore,  and  get  the  said  Hnssain  Khan  married  ;  and 
they  all  left  one  night  from  Broognbnnda  and  went 
away.  As  it  was  a  time  of  famine  I  was  in  need  of  rice 
and  went  with  them,  with  n  view  to  earn  my  livelihood  bj 
working  as  cooty  under  them,  leaving  my  mother  and 
father ;  (bey  arrived  at  Ellore  where  one  Sbaik  Hummnd 
Jemadar  bad  already  come  ;  these  men  left  Broognbnnda, 
and  arrived  at  Gunjy  Bazar  at  Ellore ;  I  neither  touched 
their  pots  nor  lived  with  them  ;  I  beat  and  ground  their 
rice  and  they  fed  me  for  four  months ;  they  thus  remained 
at  Ellore  and  from  thence  they  went  to  Soonarpett ;  it 
is  ninally  called  Sanynanreupett;  after  they  arrived  there 
about  four  months,  Hoasain  Khan  was  married  to  Aladar 
fiaih's  daughter;  at  that  time  the  said  Hnssain  Khan 
aoaimenced  an  illioit  connection  with  me,  and  ever  sinoa 
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I  remained  with  him ;  Hhej  remained  at  Sanjnaanuipett 
five  or  six  monthi,  and  from  thence  anired  at  Kistna- 
pooram.  Ofthe  party  who  left  Broognbnnda,  HjderSaib 
and  Hauain  Saib  remained  at  Sanyoaarpett ;  the  remain- 
der, HosBatB  Khan,  Madar  Saib,  and  Vnlly  Khan,  hnuf 
three  in  number,  took  op  their  abode  at  Ki>tnaul<fii^k 
irbere  Beesanbooboo,  the  daughter  of  the  nncleH^noMun 
Khan,  her  ion  Khader,  HasBain,  Uooshkil,  his  elder 
brother,  Emanm  Shaw  and  Hahooddeen,  an  old  man,  had 
already  come.  Their  relations  were  all  living  at  Tooraca- 
goodem,  a  distance  of  three  and  half  cobs  from  it ;  when 
they  were  asked  in  what  oonntrj  they  fornerljr  lived,  they, 
laid  Uiat  the;  were  in  the  Coddapah  and  Kamaol  distrioti. 
It  is  said  that  Hohaddeen  Saib  alias  Emaan  Sub,  is  Je- 
madar to  those  at  Kistnapooram  and  Tooraoagoodem ;  tb« 
Fhaseegars  at  Tooracagoodem  nsed  to  come  daily  to 
Kistnapooram,  and  those  in  the  latter  went  to  the  former 
place,  oonseqneatly  I  have  seen  the  Phaseegars  at 
Tooracagoodem  and  know  them ;  if  I  see  them  I  will 
recognize  them  all.  These  men,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
monsoon,  prepare  for  a  jonniey,  and  go  to  prooare  moaey.. 
and  return  not  for  two  and  three  months ;  previeos  to 
letting  oat,  die  whole  body,  those  at  Kistnapooram, 
Hlore,  and  Tooreapollem,  abont  twenty,  wonid  cone  to 
the  hoase  of  Mofaoddeen  Saib,  Jemadar,  where  the; 
wogld  remain  five  or  six  da;g,  and  perform  certain  cere- 
monies to  their  gods  who  are  called  "  Narsimloo  Amma- 
garoo,"  as  also  Misammab ;  when  they  are  performing  tlie 
ceremony  they  pnt  coomooomah  or  red  stoff  and  sandal 
CD  the  wall,  and  keeping  three  bottles  of  arrack,  colicry 
ohippaloo  or  cocoanots  and  dates,  and  at  the  same  lima 
bringing  ganraloo  and  booraloo,  or  cakes  dreased  ;  whea 
worshipping  before  the  wail,  beetle  leaves  weald. fa* 
afiSxed.    They  kill  a  nomber  of  sheep,  and  thai  perform 
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the  oeretnoDf ;  and  they  will'  go  away  at  night;  they 
nerec  carry  their  jonng  women  along  with  them  ;  bat  one 
or  two  old  women,  who  are  accnstomed  to  go  with  them. 
When  Uiey  start,  if  they  meet  with  bad  omena.  sncb  ai  the 
ItrTakiog  of  a  pot,  the  sight  of  a  cat,  or  if  thsy  hear  the 
-  je^.,x  of  a  cat,  or  the  cry  of  the  owl,  they  never  go  that 
'^road,  buTretarn  home  for  five  or  lix  days  ;  aflerwarda 
looking  oat  for  good  oineng,  they  start ;  they  seldom  kill 
women ;  they  priooipally  bring  men's  jewels,  sach  as  girdles 
and  rings,  which  will  he  ased  by  them;  they  chiefly  bring 
ready  money  and  not  so  maoh  property ;  they  also  bring 
good  and  fine  cloths  of  distant  oonntries,  which  will  be 
used  by  men  and  women ;  they  wear  cloth  like  those  of 
Sepoys;  their  men  and  women  speak  Malabar  and  Canara 
well ;  they  always  converse  in  Hiodaatanee  themselves,  bat 
whenever  they  want  to  speak  secrets  among  themselves, 
they  nae  the  Canara  or  Malabar  langnages.  They  nsed 
to  say  that  their  relations  were  living  in  the  soathward  at 
a  distance  of  two  months'  joarney,  and  that  they  had  not 
met  since  these  last  tea  years ;  they  never  permit  the 
Uoosnlmen  of  this  oonntry  or  any  one  to  have  access  to 
their  boases,  nor  do  they  go  to  the  honses  of  Moosnl- 
mans  of  this  district  or  any  one  else ;  they  never  contract 
relationship  at  all  with  the  Moosalmans  of  this  coontry ; 
they  say  that  they  are  going  oat  to  trade  in  cloths,  bat  it 
does  not  appear  so ;  they,  the  Phaseegars,  likewise  talk 
among  themselves,  that  they  should  not  allow  the  people^ 
barber,  washer,  and  goldsmith  castes  to  join  their  company 
— and  if  they  do  that  some  calamity  will  befall  them.  1  waa 
connected  with  them  about  three  years  ago ;  these  people, 
with  the  exception  of  Hnssain  Shaw,  went  on  an  expedition 
with  Hohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar,  and  retomed  io  four 
mooths  with  the  Jemidar,  and  arrived  at  midnight ;  they 
•aid  that  they  had  been  to  the  western  oonntry  on  the  other 
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•ide  of  Golcoodiib ;  they  likewise  said  that  a  som  Of 
ropeeg,  to  the  amoant  of  three  times  tweaty,  wu  allotted 
tu  each  share.  When  Mofaoddeen  Saib  retoraed  he  brooght 
a  certaiD  namber  of  women's  cloths  called  ohaudracala 
cheeraloo,  valaed  at  five  rnpees  each,  and  gave  them  ta4iis 
nik,  and  the  same  description  of  cfaolies  wereh^^M 
which  be  gave  to  hit  wife  and  danghtera;  the  o{R8t  people 
also  bronght  similar 'cloths  and  delivered  to  the  people 
jn  Iheit  bouses  respectively.  They  osed  to  go  oat  in 
gangB  now  and  then,  and  retarn  in  three  or  four  months, 
bringing  nuoh  money  gained  by  killing  people,  and 
divide  it  among  tbemselvei  and  spend  at  a  great  rate. 
When  returning  from  their  joorney,  aoma  of  them  wear 
(Sepoy's)  jackets  of  ied  broad  cloth.  They  also  bring 
tamballs,  pots  and  weapons,  which  they  ase  in  their 
hoQses.  Two  or  three  months  previous  to  the  Mohorron 
feast  last  year,  they  went  to  the  other  side  of  Golcondah, 
•nd  retanied  about  ten  days  after  the  Moharrum  feast; 
at  that  timeMohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar  was  accompanied 
by  about  twenty  Phaseegars.  Hnssaia  Khan,  my  paramonr, 
also  proceeded  with  them,  and  it  was  talked  that  they 
had  shared  at  the  rate  of  twice  twenty  rupees  to  each  man. 
Hnisaio  Khan  brought  a  chandraoala  cfaeera,  or  woman's 
cloth,  valued  live  rnpees,  for  his  wife,  and  he  also  gave  two 
oholies  of  the  sanle  sort,  one  to  bis  mother<in>law  and  one 
to  his  wife.  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar  broughla  woman's 
cloth  of  the  same  size,  valued  ten  rupees,  and  gave  it 
to  his  wife;  this  had  a  broad  border  of  silk  thread  at  the 
aides  as  well  as  the  ends  ;  the  remaining  people  also  pre- 
sented one  woman's  olotb  to  each  of  their  wives  respeclive- 
ly ;  the  rupees  which  came  to  Hnssain  Shan's  share  werv 
given  to  bis  mother  and  father-in-law  and  not  to  mej 
they  nsed  to  give  me  one  iheasura  of  paddy  bat  nothing 
else  ;  no  jewels  were  given  to  me ;  the  men  and  women 
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pnrchase  betel  leaves,  which  tbey  keep  in  bugs,  and  ar^ 
coDtinnally  chewio^  thorn  ;  the  Fhas«e^rt  did  not  go 
oat  again  between  the  time  they  returned  after  tk« 
Mohnrrom  feaat  and  the  time  I  qaitted  them  and  came 
\~^<ny  village.  All  at  once  Hossain  Kban  who  kept  me 
^^JTVred  to  be  mad  and  began  to  beat  every  one ;  and  one 
day  he  made  a  knot  in  the  corner  of  a  sella  oloth,  and 
throwing  it  ronnd  my  neck  twitted  it  four  or  five  time* 
and  endeavoured  to  strangle  me.  I  wai  already  senseless, 
when  some  of  those  residing  at  Toorcapoollent  who 
happened  to  be  present  aa  well  as  Moosbkil  and  others 
of  Kistniqtooram,  together  with  Hossain  Khan's  mother 
and  father-in-law,  came  and  released  me ;  they  gave  me  a 
Hydrabad  rapee,  and  saying  that  if  I  remained  he  would 
kill  me,  and  told  me  to  go  away.  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadat 
allowed  me  at  the  same  time  a  Choklor,  called  Panpe* 
gadoo,  to  accompany  me.  When  sending  me  ont,  the 
Jemadar  sent  a  message  that  if  any  one  qaestioned  me 
I  shonid  not  reveal  the  circamgtance  of  the  strangling ; 
that  I  shoold  say  that  I  ran  away  becaose  they  beat  me, 
and  that  I  mast  not  tell  any  of  their  secrets  ;  if  I  remain- 
ed there,  I  thought  he  would  kill  me,  and  I  therefore 
crossed  the  river  and  came  to  Broognbundah,  my  native 
village.  After  my  retom  about  twenty  days  ago  Hossain 
Khan  came  to  Broogubnndab  for  me,  and  desired  me  to 
come  along  with  htm ;  T  answered  that  I  would  not ;  he 
then  wanted  to  take  me  by  force  ;  I  told  the  same  to  the 
Carnnms,  who  sent  him  away  ;  when  retorning  again  on 
my  aocount,  he  was  apprehended  by  the  Ghantty  peons 
at  Custalab ;  as  he  had  Hydrabad  rupees  with  him,  this 
raised  snapicions,  and  they  apprehended  him ;  from  thence 
be  was  escorted  to  Broognbundah  by  a  peoui-tfaey  carri- 
ed me  t«o  to  Nnrsarowpettabf  where  the  Anmeen  took  a 
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deposition  from  me,  and  sent  me  to  Gantoor,  together  ■v'lih. 
Hassain  Khan  ;  we  came  accordingly.  The  sword  with- 
•ot  a  scabbard  now  before  yon  and  produced  before  me, 
which  is  said  to  hare  been  seized  by  the  Gantoor  Catwail. 
has  bean  ased  by  HuBsaio  Khan  since  he  relarned  fro4*~ 
the  last  expedition  about  the  time  of  the  Mohorram^fe^ 
laityear-^is  sword  was  not  in  his  possession  hitOte  that 
lime;  he  brought  it  with  him  at  that  time;  the  dag;ger  and 
shield  which  were  now  found  with  Uassain  Khan  were 
also  brooght  at  that  time;  be  also  bronght  another  dagger, 
bat  I  do  not  know  where  it  is. 

The  Basary,or  nose  ornament,  now  prodnoed  before  yon, 
#BS  worn  by  Sojah,  the  wife  of  HussaioJCbaii. 

He  silk  woman's  cloth  was  broaght  by  Mobaddeen 
Saib  Jemadar  when  be  went  to  Hydrabad  or  thereabouts, 
and  was  given  to  his  yoaog  daughter ;  she  is  married  to 
Sydah.     I  hate  seen  her  wear  it. 

One  of  these  Phaaeegars,  named  old  Mobaddeen  Saib, 
went  away  three  months  before,  saying  that  his  son  is  at 
Nnndala  to  the  southward,  and  that  he  would  go  to  see 
bim. 

Mobaddeen  Saib  Jemadar's  elder  brother,  called 
Hoonoor  JSaib,  is  in  the  sonthern  country,  at  a  distance  of 
two  months'  joarney,  as  I  heard  from  ^em. 

Q.— Hear  the  depositions  given  by  yoa  read  over ;  is  it 
all  correct  as  yoa  mentioned  7 

A, — I  have  heard  it, — it  is  correct 

Harked  by        BHAUGY, 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  April,  1836, 

(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON, 

HtadAstUt,  Magt,  in  Chargt. 
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Examination  on  Oath  dattd  Sth  April  1836,  correapimd- 
inff  with  Friday  the  decreasing  Moon  of  Chaitram 
month,  year  Dhaormoahhy, 

\        — Too  state  in  the  foregoing  that  yon  could  recog- 
^^ze  itii^BfaBseegars  ;  look  at  these  who  are  now  appre- 
hended and  broQght  before  me,  and  tell  to  what  Jemadar 
they  each  belong  and  their  Dumes  respectively  1 

No.  1 — Mohoddeen  Saib,  alias  Emam  Saib  of  Toor- 
cagoodem ;  he  is  called  a  Jemadar  by  the  Phaseegars. 

A.—Tio.  2 — Emmanm  Saib  of  Kistaapooram,  he  is 
elder  brother  of  Mooshkil.    • 

No.  3 — Khader  Hnssain  of  Kistnapooram. 

No.  4 — Sydah  of  Toorcagoodem,  he  is  son  of  Hnssain, 
No.  9. 

No.  5 — I  have  forgot  his  name,  hot  be  resides  at 
Toorcagoodem,  and  be  is  of  the  party  ander  Mohaddeen 
Saib  Jemadar. 

No.  6 — Fakeerah  of  Toorcagoodem,  is  under  the 
■aid  Jemadar. 

No,  7^Hooasain  Saib  of  Toorcagoodem,  he  is  re- 
lated to  all  those  living  there. 

No.  ^^Madar  Saib  of  Toorcagoodem,  he  is  father 
to  No.  5,  whose  name  I  have  forgot.  He  has  a  second 
son  named  Khasim,  but  be  is  at  present  absent. 

No.  9— Hoossatn  Saib,  father  to  Sydah,  No.  4,  of 
Toorcagoodem. 

No.  10 — I  do  not  know  bis  name,  but  he  is  the  elder 
son  of  the  late  Sheikh  Hnmmad  Jemadar,  he  resides  at 
Ellore. 

No.  11 — I  do  not  know  his  name,  bat  he  is  yonnger 
brother  of  the  above  No.  10. 
38 
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No.  IS — Hyder  Saib  of  Ellore,  who  wu  resident  at 
Broognbandah  and  weot  from  thence. 

No.  13 — Vail;  KbaD  ;  he  was  formerly  at  Broo^fiiban- 
dab,  and  from  tfaence  went  to  Ellore,  and  afterwards  cam' 
to  KistDBpooram.  ^ tt' 

No.  14 — His  name  I  do  not  know,  or  bi^^^STbox^ 
*  he  may  be  of  Bnljab  caste,  and  was  adopted  by  the  late 
Sheikh  Hummnd  Jemadar. 

No.  15-^His  former  nams  I  dont  know,  bnthewas 
resident  of  Peesapand  near  Bbroogubandah,  and  was 
carried  away  by  Vally  Khan,  No.  13,  when  he  was  going 
oot  from  Bbroognbnndah,  and  erer  since  he  adopted  bim 
giving  rice  at  bis  boose ,-  he  is  called  Hoossaia. 

No.  16 — Hyder  Kbaa  of  Tooroagoodem,  a  follower 
of  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar. 

No.  17 — Madar,  is  son-in-law  of  Mohoddeen  Saib  of 
Kistnapooram  by  marrying  his  daughter ;  the  said  Mohod- 
deen Saib  has  gone  to  the  sonthward  to  see  bis  son  ;  he 
also  belongs  to  the  said  J  emadar's  gang  residing  at  Kistna- 
pooram. 

No.  18 — His  name  I  dont  know.  Prior  to  my  arrival 
at  Kistnapooram,  be  came  and  remained  under  Goodee 
Saib  at  ToorcapoUem  ;  Goodee  adopted  bim. 

No.  19 — Madar  Saib,  at  present  residing  at  Tooroa- 
goodem, he  was  formerly  at  BhroognbaDdab,  he  is  a 
follower  of  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar. 

No.  30 — Moosbkil  of  Kistnapooram,  a  follower  of 
Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar. 

No.  31 — His  name  is  Veeradoo,  caste  is  not  known, 
living  in  the  house  of  Mohoddeen  Saib  Jemadar,  he  eats 
their  rice,  condnctittg  onltiration,  and  nerer  accompanies 
th^n. 
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No.  22 — Hassan   Satb  of  Toorcagoodem,   a   follower  ' 
of  MoboddeeD  Saib  Jemadar. 

No,  23 — His    name  is  Hoossain  of  Kistnapooram,  a 
.follower of  Hoboddeeo  Saib  Jemadar,  and  formarly  resU 
V        iit  Bbroogabandab,  and  wben  setting  oat  from  tbeuoe 
.o«k  lu'  with  bim. 

No.  24—  Goodee    Saib  of  Toorcagoodem,  a  follower  ' 
of  MoboddeeD  Saib  Jemidar. 

Marked  by         BHAUGY. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  8tb  April  1836, 

(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON, 

Head  Asst.  Magt.  in  Charge, 
(Tnie  Translation,) 
(Signed)        A.  S.  MATHESON, 

Head  Asst.  Magt,  in  Charge. 
(True  Copy.) 

P.  A.  REYNOLDS, 

Offg.  Genl.  Supt, 


FINIS, 


PriRlrd  by  G.  11.  HnUmatai,  Bengal  MitUarf  Orphnn  Pre—. 
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